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The   character    of    the    SIXTEENTH    CENTURY. 

1501  'TT^HIS  Century  abounds  ^ith  intercfting  revolutions  and  material  alterations  almoft  over 
jL     all  Chriftendom.     The  acceflion  of  the  vaft  dominions  of  Spain  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
by  a  marriage,  was  fuch  a  conjunftion  as  feemed  greatly  to  endanger  the  equilibrium  of  Eu- 
rope for  the  greateft  part  of  this  century,  and  had  a  confiderable  influence  on  commerce. 

Whilft  Portugal  purfued  her  commerce  and  rapid  conquefts  in  Eaft  India,  fo  that  the  city 

of  Lifbon  foon  became  (what  tlie  now  declining  city  of  Venice  had  been  for  many  centuries 
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1501  paft)  the  great  magazine  of  all  the  rich  produftions  of  the  Eaft^ — Spain,  with  an  equal  and 
unrivalled  rapidity,  firft  made  berfelf  miftrefs  of  the  iiles,  and  next  the  beft  part  of  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  excepting  Brafili  difcovered  and  pofleflcd  by  Portugal ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  cities  of  Seville  and  Cadiz  became  the  ftorehoufes  for  the  riches  of  the  newly  dif- 
covered weftern  world.  England  at  length  made  only  fome  faint  and  fruitlefs  attempts  for  the 
colonizing  of  North  America,  towards  the  latter  part  of  this  century ,  as  France  had  likewife 
done  in  Canada,  with  little  better  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  happy  fituation  of  Antwerp  foon  renders  her  the  great  central  ftaple 
of  Europe,  for  the  merchandize  of  both  the  Indies,  as  well  as  for  the  naval  (lores  and  other 
bulky  commodities  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  thereby  drawing  incredible  wealth  to  that 
city,  and  to  the  adjacent  country^  Which  ftate  of  commercial  matters  began  gradually  to  pre* 
judice  the  Hans-towns,  more  efpecially  thofe  on  the  Baltic  Ibores,  which,  for,  the  two  pre« 
ceding  centuries,  had  been  the  great  managers  of  trade  for  almoit  all  the  European  nations 
without  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

A  great  part  of  Chriftendom  fhakes  off  the  Papal  yoke ;  a  circumftance  which  produced  alfo 
coniiderable  alterations  in  Europe.  England  begins  early  to  eftablifh  a  permanent  navy-royal 
— and,  after  much  difpute,  gets  entirely  rid  of  the  German  Hanfeatic  merchants  of  the  Steel- 
yard at  London — commences  a  great  fiihery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland — and  alfo  a  whale 
filhery  at  Spitlbergen  or  Greenland — and  her  trade  to  Ruffia ;  and,  by  means  of  her  important 
difcovery  of  a  paiTage  by  fea  to  that  country  round  the  north  cape  of  Lapland,  opens  an  exten- 
live  field  for  other  new  difcoveries,  and  new  branches  of  commerce. — She  alfo  commences  her 
Turkey  and  Guinea  traffic — defeats  the  grand  attempt  of  the  renowned  Spanifh  armada — and» 
in  the  very  laft  year  of  this  century,  incorporates  an  Eaft  India  Company.  Holland  too, 
nearly  about  the  fame  time,  commenced  her  trade  to  the  Elaft  Indies,  and  ereded  a  great  com- 
pany for  that  commerce.  France  begins  and  afterwards  much  improves  her  broad  filk  manu- 
fafture.  Spain's  cruel  bigotry,  firft,  by  expelling  the  remaining  Moors  of  Granada,  and  next 
the  Proteftants  of  the  Netherlands,  and  by  the  fiege,  fcc.  of  Antwerp,  difpeoples  her  country, 
and  thereby  fupplies  England,  Holland,  and  the  Hans-towns  with  great  numbers  of  wealthy 
and  induftrious  manufafturers  and  artificers,  as  well  as  with  an  acceflion  of  excellent  and  moit 
beneficial  new  manufaftures. — An  inundation  of  filver  flows  into  Europe  from  America; 
which  is  foon  again,  for  the  moft  part,  exported  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  Portuguefe,  who 
grow  marveloufly  rich  by  their  importations  in  that  commerce,  and  alfo  by  tlieir  importation 
from  Bralil,  of  gold,  &c. 

A  new  and  potent  maritime  and  commercial  ppwer  fuddenly  ftarts  up,  by  the  revolt  of  Seven 
of  the  Nethcrland  provinces  from  the  dominions  of  Spain  ;  which  crown,  on  the  other  hand» 
feizcs  on  and  adds  to  their  monarchy,  the  kingdom  of  Portugal. 

So  bold  and  adventurous  are  the  navigators  of  this  age   become,   (who,  in  little  more 
than  one  century  preceding  this,  durft  fcarce   venture  out  of  fight  of  land)  that  the  ter- 
raqueous globe   is   four  times  failed   round    by  men  of  three  different  nations  !      Many 
very  hazardous,    though   unfuccefsful  attempts,    are  made  alfo,    by  fevcral   different  na- 
tions. 
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afoi  tions,  to  explore  a  paffagc  by  fea  to  China  and  India,  as  well  by  the  north  weft  as  the  north 
caft. 

« 

The  Turkifli  empire  continues  to  triumph  throughout  all'this  century,  not  only  by  its  con- 
iquefts  from  the  ftate  of  .Venice,  and  particularly  of  the  famous  ifland  of  Cyprus, — as  alfo  of 
Rhodes  from  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jcrufalem ;  but,  likewife,  by  feveral  very  important 
encroachments  on  the  fide  of  Hungary  and  Poland, — by  reducing  the  Crimea  (or  Crim  Tar- 
tary)  to  its  fubjeftion — and  by  the  abfolute  conqueft  of  all  Syria  and  Egypt ;  fo  vaft  an  in- 
creafe  of  territory  and  dominion  within  the  compafs  of  one  century,  made  all  Chriftendom  to 
tremble. 

The  Dukes  of  Ruffia,  till  this  century  obfcure,  and  till  now  often  tributary  to  the  Tartars, 
make  likewife  fuch  efforts,  by  their  conquefts  from  Poland  ; — ^by  their  difcovcry  and  conqueft 
of  the  large  provinces  of  Siberia  and  Samoieda,  till  then  abfolutcly  Pagan,  and  before  unknown 
icven  to  RuiTia  itfclf ; — and,  laftly,  by  their  conqueft  of  the  two  Tartar  kingdoms  of  Cazan  and 
Aftracan, — that  they  at  length  conjoined  all  thofc  very  extenfive  provinces  to  their  domini- 
on, which  conftitute  the  very  potent  modern  Ruffian  empire. 

Many  extremely  ufeful  difcoveries  and  improvements  are  made  in  this  century  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  commerce,  navigation,  &c.  as  in  Aftronomy  by  the  famous  Nicholas  Coperni- 
cus of  Thorn  in  Pruffia,  and  by  Tycho  Brahe  of  Denmark ;  alfo  in  the  practical  part  of  mer- 
cantile bufincfs,  by  the  invention  of  merchants-accounts  by  double  entry,  commonly  called 
Italian  Book-keeping  ;  by  Decimal  Arithmetic  alfo,  about  the  clofe  of  this  century ;  when 
likewife  Pocket  Watches  are  firft  brought  into  England  from  Germany : — Knit  Stockings 
come  firft  from  Spain,  and  the  more  beneficial  improvement  of  the  modern  Stocking  Fxame 
is  invented  at  Cambridge^ 

"  In  Italy,"  fays  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  "  the  politer  arts  flouriihed, 
-**  not  only  at  Rome  and  Florence,  but  at  Venice,  Naples,  Genoa,  &c.  and  King  Francis  I. 
**  tranfplanted  them  into  France,  in  whofe  time  there  were  only  two  coaches  in  Paris,  one 
*'  for  the  Queen,  and  the  other  for  Diana  of  Poifticrs.  In  commercial  matters,  Marfeil- 
*•  les  carried  on  a  great  foreign  trade ;  Lyons  alfo  and  the  Netherlands  abounded  in  the  fineft 
"  manufaAures.  The  correfpondence  wliich  the  cities  of  Nurenburg  and  Augfburg  in  Ger- 
"  many  had  with  Venice,  ftill  enabled  them  to  be  the  firft  difpenfers  of  the  rich  commodities 
**  of  Afia. — Induftry,  however,  had  not  as  yet  changed  thofc  huts  of  wood  and  plaifter,  of 
"  which  the  city  of  Paris  was  compofed,  into  fumptuous  palaces.  London  was  ftill  worfe 
"  built,  and  its  inhabitants  lived  much  harder  ;  even  the  firft  peers  of  the  realm  carried  their 
**  wives  behind  them  on  horfeback  when.Aey  went  into  the  country.  Thus  it  was,  that  all 
•*  the  princcflcs  travelled,  their  heads  covered  with  a  kind  of  waxen  linen  in  rainy  weather, 
">and  went  in  no  other  habit  to  the  King's  palace ;  and  this  ufagc  continued  till  the  middle 
**  of  the  feventeenth  century  :"  (Here  Voltaire  is  certainly  widely  miftakeii)  "  The  magni^ 
*'  ficence  of  Charles  V.  Francis  I.  Henry  VIIL  and  Leo  X.  «was  confined  to  days  of  fhew. 
"  — As  early  as  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Twelftli,  they  had  began  to  introduce  filken  and 
^*  gold  Huffs,  manufafturcd  in  Italy,  inftead  of  the  coftly  furs.  There  were  no  manufac- 
^  tures  as  yet  at  Lyons ;  goldfmiths  ware  was  very  bad ;   and  Louis  XII.  having  itdif- 
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1501  **  erectly  prohibited  its  manufafturc,  the  French  had  tlieir  plate  from  Venice.  There  were  a« 
"  yet  no  plantations  of  mulberry  trees  but  in  Italy  and  Spain  :  yet  the  French  fafhions  begaa 
*'  already  to  be  copied  in  Germany,  England,  and  Lombardy. — And  the  Italian  hiftorians 
*'  complain,  that  fince  the  expedition  of  Charles  VIII.  their  countrymen  affcfted  the  French 
"  drefs.'* 

Emanuel,  King  of  Portugal,  (not  improperly  furn:\med  the  Great,*  by  the  hiftorians  of  that 
nation)  fiuihed  with  the  fuccefs  of  two  difcoveries,  viz.  that  of  Eaft  India,  and  of  the  fouth 
continent  of  America,  now  fent  out  three  fliips  to  Eaft  India.     In  their  way  they  difcovered 
the  ifle  of  Afcenfion,  in  eight  degrees  fouth  of  the  line,  and  otlier  iflcs  on  the  fouth  coaft  of 
Africa :  on  their  return  from  India  they  difcovered  the  then  uninhabited  iflc  of  St.  Helena, 
(in  fouth  latitude  lixteen)  which  has  fince  been  long  and  moft  ufcfully  in  the  poflcilion  of  the 
Englifh  Eaft  India  Company,  as  a  refrefhing  place  for  their  fliips  returning  homeward.    It  is 
fituated  near  the  mid-way  between  Africa  and  America,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  hundred 
leagues  north  weft  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     The  Portugucfe  ftored  it  with  ht>gs,  goats,  and 
poultry ;  and,  for  many  years  after  this  they  were  wont  to  ftop  at  it  in  their  homeward-bound 
Eaft  India  voyages,  to  fupply  themfelves  with  thofe  provifions  and  frcfli  water;  but  it  is  very 
difficult  to  find  or  come  at  exaftly  in  their  outward-bound  voyages,  becaufe  of  the  trade  winds. 
The  next  year  Vafco  de  Gama  was  fent  thither  with  ten  fhips,  being  the  firft  who  crofted  pver 
direftly  from  Mozambique  to  India, — and  Soderias  with  fifteen  fhips.     The  following  year 
they  built  a  fort  at  Cochin,  fubdued  the  King  of  Mombaza  and  others  in  Eaft  Africa,  and 
fciit  fliips  to  cruize  agaiiift  the  Moors  at  the  entrance  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  their  greateft  ene- 
mies in  India,     tn  ftiort,  they  puflied  on  fo  numerous  and  great  conquefts  in  commerce  to 
India,  that  a  Viceroy  was  foon  eftablifticd  there ;  and  afterwards,  under  the  conduA  of  their 
g-reat  General,  Albuquerque,  they  became  mafters  of  Ormus  in  the  Perfian   Gulph  ;'  alfo  of 
Goa,  and  many  other  ports  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel,  and  alfo  the  coafts  of 
the   iflc  of  Ceylon,  where  the  beft,  and  almoft  the  only  true  cinnamon  is  produced  :  they 
alfo  poflefled  themfelves  of  the  Malacca  promontory ;  and,  to  compleat  the  whole,  fubdued 
the  famous  Moluccas,  or  Spice  iflands  :  fo  that  the  princes  of  India  began  to  court  their  favour^ 
Thus  was  Portugal,  from  a  very  moderate  condition,  in  a  very  few  years  greatly  exalted  and 
enriched,  by  the  fole  enjoyment  of  the  commerce  to  India;  in  which  that  nation  then  proba- 
bly flattered  themfelves  they  were  never  to  have  a  rival. 

Here  let  us  ftop  for  a  moment,  to  confider  how  the  Eaft  India  merchandize  was  anci- 
ently conveyed  into  the  weft  of  Europe,  before  we  knew  that  .a  pafl[age  thither  was  praftlcable 
by  fea. 

It  is  now  many  hundreds  of  years  fince  the  famous  city  and  republic  of  Venice  firft  adopted 
the  traffic  of  fupplying  the  weftern  and  northern  parts  of  Europe  with  Indian  merchandize. 
The  fpices,  drugs,  precious  ftones,  and  other  merchandize  peculiar  to  thofe  eaftern  parts  ot 
the  world  were  very  anciently  brought  from  India,  by  fea,  to  the  confines  of  Egypt  on  the  Red 
Sea,  and  thence  over  land  to  the  river  Nile,  when  they  were  conveyed  to  its  mouth  at  Alex- 
andria, that  famous  port  of  commerce,  and  from  thence  to  Europe  ;  poffibly  long  before  the 
Romans  had  conquered  that  country,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  who  found  that  trade  already 
praftifed  by  tlie  Egyptians  upon  his  conqueft  of  them.     Yet  this  was  but  one  of  the  routes  or 

ways^ 
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jcoi  ways,  by  which  the  precious  merchandize  of  the  caft  was  conveyed  Into  the  weft,  though  pof- 
fibly  the  moft  ancient  of  any  of  them.  Another  route  was  from  the  city  of  Labor  in  Indoftan, 
fituated  In  the  thirt}'-fec(fnd  degree  of  north  latitflde,  on  a  branch  of  the  river  Indus,  about  nine 
hundred  miles  north  of  Surat;  and  whilft  that  method  of  conveyance  continued,  Labor  was- 
cfteemed  the  greateft  and  moft  confiderable  city  of  India  for  that  commerce,  which  the  Indians 
and  Armenians  carried  on  from  thence  through  Pcrfia  to  the  city  of  Aleppo  in  Syria  ;  and  fo 
on  either  to  the  ports  of  Tripoli  or  Scanderoon  in  the  Levant  fea  ;  and  laftjy,  by  feato  Greece 
and  Italy,  and  poftibly  to  fomc  other  more  weftern  and  northern  parts  -^Anotlier  way  of  con- 
veying the  Indian  merchandize  into  the  weft,  whichis  iii  ufe  even  at  this  day,  was  by  fea  from 
India  up  the  Gulph  of  Perfia  to  Balfora;  near  the  difemboguing  of  the  Tigris  into  that  Gulph^ 
and  thence  up  that  famous  river  to,  Bir,  and  over  land  to  Aleppo  ;  or  elfe  further  up  the  Eu- 
phrates,  and  then  over  land  to  Trapezium,  (/.  e.  Trebifond)  on  the  fouth  fide  of  tlie  Euxine 
Sea,  and  acrofs  that  fea  to  the  ancient  port  of  Theodofia,  (now  CafFa,  in  the  Taurica  Cherfo- 
nefus,  or  Crim-Tartary)  ;  alfo  from  Trapezium,  along  the  fouth  (hore  of  the  Euxinc  Sea  to 
Conftantinople.  There  was  yet  another  ancient  way  of  conveying  the  Indian  merchandize  to- 
the  weft;  viz.  from  Labor  to  the  river  Oxus,  which  runs  into  the  Cafpian  Sea,  the  voyage  is 
then  continued  along  the  fouth  fliores  of  that  fea  to  the  weft  end  of  it,  thence  up  the  river 
Cyrus,  and  by  land  a  little  way  to  the  river  Phafis,  which  falls  into  the  Euxinc  Sea  at  CoU  i 
chis,  and  fo  as  before  to  Conftantinople  or  Theodofia  :  or  elfe  acrofs  the  Gafpian  Sea  to  it^  • 
north  fide  at  Aftracan,  and  up  the  Volga,  (anciently  named  the  Rha)  according  to  the  opini- 
on of  Monf.  Huet,  Bifhop  of  Avranchcs,  in  his  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  Ancients; 
which  laft  named  route  is  not  very  probable,  confidering  the  barbarous  ftate  of  the  countries 
of  Scythia,  on  -the  north  fide  of  the  Cafpian  Sea  in  ancient  times.  After  the  Vandals,  Goths^ 
Lombards,  and  Moors  had  torn  in  pieces  the  vrcftern  empire,  and  the  latter,  by  the  name  of 
Saracens,  had  greatly  weakened  the  eaftern  empire,  all  commerce  in  the  weft  feemed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  ceafe  between  nations.  The  trade  to  Eaft  India  was,  however,  revived,  it$ 
merchandize  being  carried  partly  by  land  and  partly  by  water  to  CafFa,'  (in  what  is  now  called 
Crim.-Tartary)  then  belonging  to  Genoa.  Trebifond  was  alfo  a  mart  for  Indian  goods,  and 
next  Samarcand,  in  Zagatai,  where  the  Indian,  Tarkifh,  and  Perfian  merchants  met  for  bar- 
tering  their  wares  ;  the  Turks  conveying  theirs  to  Damafcus,  Baratti,  and  Aleppo,  and  from 
thence  to  Venice,  till  the  year  1300,  when  the  Soldans  of  Egypt  revived  the  ancient  route  to 
and  from  India  by  the  Red  Sea.  Several  other  routes  are  occafionally  mentioned  by  both  the 
ancients  and  moderns  to  have  been  praftifed  between  Europe  and  India  ;  but  as  thofe  already 
mentioned  were  the  moft  known,  we  fliall  not  dwell  any  longer  .on  that  particular  point. 
What  is  more  certain  is,  that,  after  the  overthrow  of  the  weftern  empire,  aiid  long  before  the 
fall  of  the  eaftern  or  Greek  empire,  the  city  of  Venice  (as  We  have  already  feen)  by  means  of 
her  commerce  to  the  principal  Levantine  ports  of  Aleppo  and  Alexandria,  was,  for  many  cen* 
turies,  the  chief  flaple  or  principal  mart  for  the  fpiccs,  drugs,  precious  ftones,  and  other  rick 
merchandize  of  Syria,  Egypt,  Arabia,  Pcrfia,  and  India,  and  from  Venice  they  were  difperfed 
over  Europe  ;  and  in  Germany  particularly,  the  cities  of  Nurcnburg  and  Augfburg  were  fup- 
plied  fom  Venice  with  great  ftore  of  thofe  Afiatic  commodities,  fo  that  they  acquired  great 
riches  in  fupplying  that  and  otber  countries  with  them. — Thus  tlic  city  and  republic  of  Ve- 
nice became  extremely  rich,  as  well  as  famous  all  over  Chriftendom,  until  the  beginning  of. 
this  fixteemU  century,  when  the  trade  for  Indfan  merchandize  was  gradually  transferred  to 
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1501  Lilbon,  where  it  flouriflicd  exceedingly  for  about  one  century,  until  the  Hollanders  found  the 
way  to  India* 

Some  have  exprefled  their  aftonifhment,  that  fo  prudent  a  ftate  as  Venice  has  made  no  at- 
tempts to  form  colonies  and  make  new  difcoveries  without  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  in  order 
to  retrieve  the  lofs  of  their  trade  in  the  Eaft  Indian  mercl^ndize  from  Alexandria,  &cc.  Yet 
much  may  be  faid  in  their  juftification : — For,  iirft,  that  republic  was,  in  thofe  times,  ob- 
liged to  be  continually  on  its  guar<i  a^ainft  the  growing  power  of  the  Turks,  who  had  already- 
robbed  it  of  moil  of  its  Levantine  ides,  and  whofe  infolence  and  perfidy,  even  in  time  of 
peace,  kept  them  in  perpetual  alarm. 

Secondly,  Their  fituation  fo  far  down  tlie  Mediterranean^  and  up  the  Adriatic,  rendered 
fucb  projefts  inconvenient  for  them,  more  efpecially,  as  in  their  paiTage  they  muft  have  beea 
perpetually  expofed  to  the  corfairs  of  fiarbary. 

Laftly,  They  might  poffibly  entertain  fome  hopes,  that  fooner  or  later,  the  trade  for  Eaft 
Indian  merchandize  might  return  into  its  ancient  channel. 

150a      Whilft  fuch  great  acquifitlons  were  making  by  Portugal  in  the  eaft,  Columbus  and  Baftidas 
were  making  many  ufeful  difcoveries  in  the  Weft  Indies  for  the  future  benefit  of  Spain. 

We  fhould  obferve  alfo,  under  this  year  1502,  tliat  Cabral,  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  in  his 
return  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  fettled  faflories  at  Melinda,  Quiloa,  Mombaza,  and  Quirimba, 
on  the  Zanguebar  .coaft.  Some  modern  authors  relate,  that  in  the  city  of  Melinda,  which  is, 
it  feems,  neatly  'built  with  free-ftonc,  and  finely  adorned^  the  Portuguefe  have  eighteen  churches. 
On  the  coaft  of  Ajan  alfo,  the  Portuguefe  reduced  moft  of  their  Princes  to  be  their  tributa- 
ries ;  fo  that  they  foon  became  mafters  of  the  whole  fouth-eaftern  coaft  of  Africa,  even  up  to 
the  entrance  into  the  Jled  Sea.  Before  the  Portuguefe  came  thither,  the  Arabians  carried  on  a 
great  commerce  on  this  coaft,  upon  which  they  made  many  fettlements,  but  how  long  they 
had  been  there  does  not  appear.  They  alfo  had  traded  from  thence  to  Perfia  and  India ;  but 
the  Portuguefe  ruined  that  commerce,  and  got  it  all  into  their  own  hands. 

About  this  titne  alfo,  the  ^reat  King  Emanuel  of  Portugal  turned  his  arms  againft  the 
Moors  .of  Barbary,  on  which  coaft  he  took  and  garrifoned  feveral  ports,  fuch  as  Magazan, 
Agadir,  called  alfo  Santa  Cruz  by  the  Europeans,  Azamor,  &c.  moft  of  which  places,  and  thofe 
they  had  before  on  that  {hor.e,  they  have  long  fince  loft  or  abandoned.  Neither  did  Portugal 
ever  reap. much  benefit  frora.thofc  port-towns,  in  point  of  commerce,  any  further  than  they 
helped  to  curb  the  Moorifh  pirates ;  which  falutary  objeft,  however,  neither  they  nor  Spain 
have  ever  been  able  effedually  to  accomplilh.  King  Alphonfo  V.  had,  fo  far  1>ack  as  the 
year  X448,  taken  the  port  of  Alcazar  on  that  coaft,  as  he  did  Tangier  and  Arzilla,  in  the 
year  147 1. 

In  this  fame  year  1502,  was  Anally  concluded  the  moft  antfpicious  marriage  of  Margaret, 
cldeft  daughter  of  "King  Henry  VII.  of  England,  to  King  Jaixi^s  JV.  of  Scotland.  The 
lands  afiigned'by  James  for  her  dowry  of  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum*  in  earldoma,  lord* 
(hips,  manors,  forefts,  with  the  palaces  and  cafiles  of  Linlithgow  and  Stirling,  are^  .at  this 
time,  probably  more  than  »ten  times  their  value  iit  that  period.  Her  portion  we  have  men- 
tioned under  the  year  1500. 

The 
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1502  The  firft  record  that  we  meet  with  to  our  purpofe  in  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera, 
IS  in  the  year  ip2,  p.  6:  It  is  a  treaty  of  friendftiip  and  intercourfc  of  commerce  between 
King  Henry  VII.  of  England  and  Maximilian  King  of  the  Romans,  &c.  wherein  it  is  in 
general  terms  ftipulated,    "  That  the  merchants  on  both  fides  may  freely  refort  and  trade  to 

each  others  dominions." 

In  another  treaty,  in  this  *fame  year  1502,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  9,  between  thofe  two 
Princes,  there  is  one  much  more  to  Maximilian's  purpofe.  It  is  a  grant  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  from  King  Henry  VII.  to  him,  for  enabling  him  to  make  head  againft  the 
Tdrks  on  the  fide  of  Hungary,  where,  at  this  time,  they  were  pulhing  on  their  conquefts ;  on 
which  account  the  Popes  laboured  to  excite  all  Chriftian  Princes  to  contribute :  and  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  confidering  the  charafter  of  King  Henry  VII.  this  was  a  large  contribution 

for  thofe  times. 

In  p.  37  of  this  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  King  Henry  VII.  grants  his  charter  of 
licence  to  Hugh  Elliot  and  Thomas  Afhurft,  merchants  of  Briftol,  John  Gunfalus  and  Fran- 
cis Farnandus,  natives  of  Portugal :— "  Firft,  To  fail  with  fuch  Ihips  and  mariners  as  they  iQiall 
**  judge  proper,  into  all  the  parts  and  countries  of  the  eaftern,  weftern,  fouthern,  and  northern 
''  feas,  in  order  to  difcover,  recover,  and  inveftigate  any  iflands,  coafts,  and  countries  of  hea- 
**  then  and  infidel  parts  of  the  world,  and  to  ereft  King  Henry's  banners  and  enfigns  at  what- 
<•  ever  town,  caftle,  ifland,  or  continent  they  (hall  fo  difcover,  and  to  hold  the  fame,"  fays 
the  King,  *•  for  our  ufe,  as  our  lieutenants  there  :  Provided  they  do  not  concern  themfclvcs 
*'  with,  nor  offer  to  moleft  fuch  heathen  and  infidel  countries  as  are  already  difcovered,  and' 
'*  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  or  of  any  other  Prince  our  friend  or 
*•  confederate. 

"  Secondly,  Whenever  any  difcovery  Ihall  be  made,,  it  is  our  will,  that  men  and  women 
'*  from  England  be  freely  permitted  to  fettle  therein,  and  to  improve  the  fame,  under  the  prO'- 
*^  tedion  of  thefe  grantees,  whom  we  hereby  empower  to  make  laws,  &c.  there." 

The  feven  remaining  claufes  relate  to  the  fettling,  failing,  and  trading  to  fuch  fuppofed  and 
to  be  difcovered  country, — the  cuftoms  to  be  paid,  and  the  confining  the  trade  thither  to  his 
own  fubjeds,  tec.     And  he  concludes  the  ninth  and  laft  claufe  thus,  viz. 

**  And  whereas  we  have,  by  others  letters  patent  of  the  fixteenth  year  of  otti^  reign,"  that  is, 
two  years  before,  but  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Fcedera,  •*  granted' to  Richard  Ward, 
John  Thomas,  and  John  Farnandus,  together  with  the  four  grantees  herein-named,  a  li- 
cence to  ga  and  difcover  new  countries  and  iflands  ;  yet  we  will  not  have  the  three  firft- 
named  perfons  to  attempt  or  meddle  with  any  fuch  new  difcoveries,  without  a  licence  from 
the  four  grantees  of  this  prefent  charter." 

We  may  here  again  obferve,  Firft,  that  King  Henry  pays  no  regard  to  the  imaginary  line  of 
divifion  made  between  Spain  and  Portugal  by  the  Pope's  authority.  And>  fecondly,  tliat 
Henry,  according  to  his  genius  and  former  praftice,  does  not  pretend  to  give  one  penny  to- 
wards the  faid  difcovery ;  which,  therefore,  fucceeded  no  better  than  Cabot's  voyage,  in  the 
year  1496  ;  for  private  adventurers  rarely  have  abilities  and  patience  fulficient  to  perfeft  fuch 
undertakings,  unlefe  fupported  by  the  public. 

At  this  time,  there  were  differences  between  John  King  ofTDenmark  and  the  Hans-towns  • 
the  latter,  like  true  merchants,  ftriving  to  have  commerce  wherever  they  could  obtain  it- 
whilft  the  former  being  driven  out  of  Sweden  by  Steen-Sture  the  Regent,  infifted,  that  the 
Hans-towns  fliould  forbear  trading  to  Sweden ;  in  which,  fays  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorlan,  An- 
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1502  gelius  a  Wcrdenhagen,  vol,  I.  pars  iii.  cap.  17.  King  John  was  fecondcd  by  the  ambaflador 

of  his  uncle,  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  at  a  general  aflembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  Han- 
fcatic  League  at  Lubcck  :  yet  this  general  aflembly  at  length  convinced  the  Danifli  King  of 
the  unreafonablencfs  of  that  demand  ;  as  it  would  be  very  hard  on  them,  who  had  great  coh- 
cerns  in  Sweden,  to  be  obftruited  in  tlieir  accuftomed  commerce  by  the  quarrels  of  Dcu- 
.mark  and  Sweden. — We  alfo  learn,  from  the  Hiftoria  Danica  of  Meurfius,  that  the  King  of 
Scotland  affiftqd  his  nephew,  at  this  time,  with  two  flout  fliips  of  war. 

King  Henry  VII.  of  England  now  caufed  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  a  tavern  ad- 
joining, at  the  eaft  end  of  the  abbey  church  of  Weflminflcr,  to  be  taken  down;  on  the  lite 
whereof  he  erefted  the  prefent  mod  beautiful  and  magnificent  chapel  which  is  called  by  his 
name,  at  the  expcnce  of  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  ;  at  tliis  time  it  would,  in  a^  probabilty, 
doft  at  leaft  five  times  that  fum. 
J5Q3  I^  Scotland,  an  act  of  the  fixth  Parliament  of  King  James  IV.  confirmed  that  of  1406,  and 
dircfted,  '*  That  none  (hall  beg  but  lame,  fick,  and  impotent  people,  under  a  penalty  on  the 
magiftrates  fufFering  any  others  to  beg."  j 

By  another  Scotifh  law  of  that  fame  year,  **  All  lords  and  lairds  were  enjoined  to  have  parks 
with  deer,  alfo  flanks  or  fifh-ponds,  conningarcs  or  rabbit-warrens,  dove-cotes,  orchards, 
and  hedges,  and  fhould  plant  at  leafl  one  acre  of  woodlands,  where  there  are  already  no 
**  great  woods  or  forcfls."  The  wars  with  England  had  occafioned  the  woods  to  be  dc- 
flroyed,  fo  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  timber  and  fire  wood  ;  Liclofurcs  and  parks  had  alfo 
been  much  ncglefted.  Someof  thefe  points  were  pretty  well  profecutcd  ;  but  others,  "and  in- 
deed the  mod  important  of  them,  were  very  much  neglefted,  though  enforced  by  many  fub- 
fcquent  laws. 

The  fame  year,  we  firfl  find  mention,  in  a  Scotch  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  ofhcc  of  con- 
fervator  of  that  nation's  mercantile  privileges  in  the  Netherlands,  though  that  office  was  ap- 
parently of  an  earlier  date  than  this  time  ;  when  it  was  nov/  cnafted,  '*  That  for  the  well- 
being  of  merchants,  and  becaufe  of  the  great  exorbitant  expcnces  made  by  them  upon  pleas, 
(pleys)  in  parts  beyond  the  fcas,  the  confcrvator  of  this  realm  (liall  have  jurifdiftion  to  do 
juftice  between  the  faid  merchants,  being  tlie  King's  lieges,  in  the  parts  beyond  the  feas.— 
**  But  the  faid  confervator  (liall  have  fix,  or  at  leafl  four  Scotifh  merchants  to  fit  and  deter- 
•*  mine  all  matters  jointly  with  him  ;  and  that  no  Scotifla  merchant  beyond-fea  fhall  fue  ano« 
**  ther  Scotifli  merchant  there,  before  any  other  judge  but  only  this  confervator."  By  another 
aft  of  this  fame  year,  **  the  faid  confervator  is  direfted  to  come  home  yearly  to  Scotland,  or 
**  elfe  to  fend  his  refponfible  procurator  to  anfwer  for  him,  touching  his  conduft  in  his  office 
**  beyond-fea."  This  office  of  confervator  nearly  refembles  that  of  Englifh  confuls  in  foreign 
ports;  and  although,  in  neither  of  the  above-quoted  afts  the  place  of  his  refidence  be  men- 
tioned, yet  it  is  well  known  that  he  always  refided  in  the  Netherlands,  where  the  principal 
foreign  commerce  of  Scotland  had  always  centered.  And  in  a  Scotifh  aft  of  Parliament,  in 
the  year  1535,  which  confirms  certain  former  laws,  prohibiting  little  pettifogging  merchants 
from  going  beyond-fea  to  France,  Flanders,  &c.  with  lefs  than  half  a  lafl  of  merchandize,  he 
is  called  the  confervator  of  the  nation  in  Flanders  ;  who  is  thereby  direfted  to  fend  home 
the  names  of  all , merchants  going  thither  in  every  fhip,  contrary  to  the  tenour  of  this  aft. 

Under  this  year  we  may  tranficntly  remark,  that  the  acceffion  of  Spain  to  tlie  Houfe  of  Au- 
(liia,  by  a  marriage  at  this  time,  prepared  the  way  for  great  alterations  in  the  commercial  a^ 
well  as  in  the  political  affairs  of  Europe;  which  conjunftion  would  have  been  an  over-match 
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1503  for  all  the  reft  of  Chriftcndom,  had  not  Engbnd  and  France  been  vigilant  on  the  oppofitc 
lide. 

Morifotus»  in  his  Orbis  Maritimus,  lib.  II.  cap.  xiii.  p.  410.  acquaints  us,  that  the  Ca- 
nary ifles  beginning  to  be  frequented,  there  arrived  two  Zealand  Ihips  at  Campvcer,  laden  with 
Canary  fugars.  A%  yet  no  fugar-canes  were  produced  in  America,  but  they  were  tranfplanted 
foon  after  this  time  from  the  Canary  ifles  to  Brafil.  We  have  already  feen  that  the  firft  fugar- 
canes  weft  of  the  Mediterranean  fea,  were  planted  at  the  ifle  of  Madeira,  from  Sicily  ;  from 
whence,  or  perhaps  from  the  more  fouthern  coafts  of  Africa,  they  might  be  brought  to  the 
Canaries.  "  The  boiling  and  baking  of  fugar,"  fays  Dr.  Heylin,  in  his  Cofmography,  "  as 
<*  it  is  now  ufed,  is  not  above  two  hundred  years  old ;  and  the  refining  of  it  more  new  than 
**  that  firft  found  out  by  a  Venetian  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  who  got  one  hundred 
*•  thoufand  crowns  by  the  invention.  Before  which  art  of  boiling  and  refining  it,  our  an- 
**  ceftors  made  ufe  of  it  rough  as  it  came  from  the  canes  ;  but  they  moft  commonly  ufed 
«•  honey  inftead  of  it." — The  fame  author,  in  the  firft  edition  of  his  work,  which  was  printed 
in  the  year  1624,  alfo  informs  us,  that  when  he  wrote,  the  Portuguefe  ifland  of  St.  Thome, 
under  the  equator,  had  feventy  fugar-ingenios,  each  having  upwards  of  two  hundred  flaves. 

1504  l^  was  not  till  the  year  1504,  that  any  French  fhip  arrived  on  the  coafts  of  North  America 
even  according  to  their  own  accounts  ;  which  was  eight  years  later  than  the  Englifh  difcovery 
of  that  country  by  Cabot,  &c.^  but  it  was  not  till  two  years  later,  that  one  Dennis  difcovered 
the  entrance  into  the  river  of  Canada,  or  St.  Lawrence.  So  that  the  priority  of  difcovery  is 
undoubtedly  on  the  fide  of  England  for  all  North  America ;  and  confequently  England,  be- 
yond all  other  nations  of  Europe,  had  the  beft  claim  to  tlie  whole,  until  Ihe  gave  up  part  of  it, 
by  her  fucceeding  treaties  with  other  European  nations. 

The  renowned  city  of  Antwerp  was  at  this  time,  arrived  very  near  to  the  fummit  of  that 
wealth  and  glory  which  it  had  acquired  from  the  two  following  confiderations,  viz. 

I,  By  the  grants  of  free-fairs  for  commerce,  made  formerly  by  the  fovereigns  of  the  Nether- 
lands; two  of  which  fairs  lafted  each  .fix  weeks,  whither  merchants  rfeforted  from  all  parts  of 
Chriftendom  with  their  merchandize,  cuftom-free :  at  which  fairs  vaft  concerns  were  managed, 
not  only  in  merchandize,  but  in  bills  of  exchange  with  all  parts  of  Europe. 

II.  But  what  more  immediately  and  fuddenly  brought  about  the  wealth,  grandeur,  and 
renown  of  Antwerp,  was  when  Portugal  brought  home,  in  immenfe  quantities,  the  fpices, 
drugs,  and  other  rich  produfts  of  Eaft  India,  firft  to  Lifbon,  and  thence  to  Antwerp,  as  to 
an  entre-port  or  mid-way  fta^ion  between  the  northern  and  fouthern  parts  of  Europe.  This 
drew  the  German  and  other  merchants  to  fettle  at  Antwerp,  which  brought  great  riches  to  it ; 
and  the  merchants  of  Bruges  ilfo  removed  thither,  after  the  Archduke  Maximilian  had,  about 
the  year  14999  reduced  the  laft  named  city  into  fubjeftion. 

Louis  Guicciardini,  in  his  judicious  Defcription  of  the  Netherlands,  printed  in  French  at 
Antwerp,  in  the  year  1582,  in  folio,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fpices  alone  brought  from  Lif- 
bon to  Antwerp,  one  year  with  another,  amounted  to  above  a  million  of  crowns :  for,  in  thofc 
days,  the  people  of  Europe  were  much  fonder  of  fpices  in  their  cookery,  &c.  than  they  have 
been  in  later  times. 

An  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  21.  pafled  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VII. 
for  the  advancement  of  the  fmaller  filk  manufaftures  in  England,  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  any  manner  of  filk  wrought  either  by  itfelf,  or  with  any  other  ftufF,  in  ribbands,  laces,  gir- 
>dles,  corfes,  and  corfcs  of  tiffues  or  points,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  fame.     Alfo,  on  the 
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1504  Other  handy  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  perfons,  as  well  foreigners  as  Englifhi  to  import  all  man- 
ner of  other  filks,  as  well  wrought  as  raw  and  unwrought,  the  above  excepted.  The  reader 
here  may  plainly  fee,  that  at  this  time  there  was  no  broad  manufafture  of  filk  made  in  Eng^ 
land,  as  my  Lord  Bacon  alfo  obferves,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  V II.  under  this  ftatute. 

Anotl)er  ftatute  paiTed,  cap.  23.  for  confirming  '^  To  the  merchants  of  the  Hans  in  Al- 
**  main,  having  the  houfe  in  the  city  of  London  commonly  called  GuiUhalda  Teutonicorum,** 
that  is,  the  German  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard,  "all  their  ancient  liberties,  privileges,  free 
**  ufages,  and  cuftoms,  granted  either  by  the  Kings  of  England,  or  by  the  authority  of  Par- 
**  liament;  and  that  all  ads,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  made  in  derogation  of  their  faid  liber- 
**  ties,  &c,  be  hereby  annulled  and  made  void."  The  Englifh  merchants  increafing  in  their 
foreign  commerce,  had  probably  occafioned  the  Hanfeatics  to  procure  this  confirmation  of  their 
ancient  privileges,  for  which,  poflibly,  they  might  gratify  the  avarice  of  the  monarch. 

In  another  flatute  made  in  this  fame  year,  cap.  17.  for  regulating  the  company  of  Ihearmen 
of  the  city  of  Norwich,  it  is,  among  other  things,  remarked,  •*  That  Norwich  is  an  ancient 
**  city,  wherein,  time  out  of  mind,  has  been  ufed  a  certain  craft  called  (hearmen,  for  {hearing 
**  as  weU  worileds,  flamins,  and  fuflians,  as  alfo  all  other  woollen  cloth,  &c.''  This  ftatute 
fiiews  us  a  general  lift  of  their  woollen  manufadtures,  which  were  even  then  fo  coniiderable, 
efpecially  the  thinner  forts,  that  we  find  more  ftatutes  hitherto  for  regulating  the  faid  manu- 
&£tures  in  Norwich,  and  its  neighbourhood  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  than  of  any  other  part 
of  England. 

The  bye-laws  made  by  corporations,  or  fellowfhips  of  crafts,  guilds,,  and  fraternities,  were, 
at  this  time,  found  to  be  many  ways  againft  the  King's  prerogative,  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft ;  being,  fays  Lord  Bacon,  fraternities  in  evil.  Where- 
fore an  aft  of  Parliament,  in  this  nineteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VII.  cap.  7.  **  Reftrains  the 
•*  mafters  or  wardens  of  fuch  fellowfhips  from  making  any  new  bye-laws  or  ordinances  con- 
**  ceming  the  prices  of  wares,  and  other  things,  for  their  own  fingular  profit,  until  firft  exa- 
"  mined  and  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  or  King's  Juftices,  on 
**  pain  of  forfeiting  forty  pounds  for  every  fuch  offence^ 

An  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament  pafTed  this  fame  year,  cap.  5.  for  reftraining  of  gold  and  filver 
coins  from  being  carried  into  Ireland,  and  Irifh  money  from  being  brought  into  England ;  and 
for  calling  all  clipped  and  diminifhed  money  into  the  mint : — There  was  then  a  mint  in  Ire- 
land, though  there  is  none  at  prcfent.  We  have  alfo  the  following  extraordinary  remark  of 
Lord  Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VII.  *•  Neither  was  itafmall  matter,  that  the 
**  mint,"  i.  et,  the  King,  «•  gained  by  thus  recoining  of  groats  and  half-groats  /'  thofe  coins 
being,,  it  feems,  as  large  as  our  modern  fhillings  and  iixpences,  which  fu rely  they  could  not 
be,  if  they  were  not  of  bafer  alloy  than  the  old  fterling  finenefs.  His  lordfhip  alfo  recounts 
many  other  wj^s  which  that  King  had  of  getting  vaft  furas  into  his  coffers,  even  in  time  of 
profound  peace ;  fuch  as  the  extorting  five  thoufand  marks  from  the  city  of  London  for  con- 
firming their  privileges  ;  his  fubfidies,  benevolences,  and  cafualties  j  the  marriage-portion  from 
Spain,  &c.  but  thefe  are  foreign  to  our  fubjeft. 

The  following  prices  of  provifions  are  from  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  viz.  wheat,  fivefhil- 
lings'  and  eightpence  per  quarter ;  ak  and  beer,  almoft  threepence  per  gallon ;  red  wine,  per  gal- 
lon, fevenpence  and  one-third.  Now,  as  we  have  more  than  once  obferved,  that  the  price  of 
wheat  is,  of  any  one  article,  the  bcft  rule  to  judge  of  the  rate  of  living,  and  as  the  other  things 
herein-named  fcem  nearly  to  correfpond  with  it, — and,  laftly,  as  money  was  then,  near  or 
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about  twice  the  weight  of  our  modern  coins,  we  may  conclude  that  the  rate  of  living,  at  this 
time,  was  nearly  about  thrice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 
1505  We  have  remarked,  under  the  year  1497,  that  the  ftatutc  which  reduced  the  exorbitant 
freedom-fines  of  the  company  of  merchant-adventurers,  did,  at  the  fame  time,  by  a  ftrong  im- 
plication, legally  eftablifli  the  faid  company,  although  the  legal  title  or  name  of  it  was  not 
then  prccifely  fo  called  ;  yet,  in  faft,  they  were,  and  had  long  before  been,  what  this  King 
makes  them  by  his  new  charter.  But  King  Henry  VII.  in  the  year  1505,  being  the  twentieth 
of  his  reign,  confirmed  by  charter,  **  to  the  merchants  trading  in  woollen  cloth  of  all  kinds  to 
•V  the  Netherlands  their  former  privileges."  And  in  this  new  charter  of  confirmation  they 
were  now  firfl  properly  fliled,  "  The  fcUowlhip  of  merchant-adventurers  of  England."  They 
had  alfo  hereby  authority  given  them,  **  to  hold  courts  and  marts  at  Calais ;  provided,  however, 
"  that  they  exafted  no  more"  as  per  aft  of  Parliament,  in  the  year  1497,  **  than  ten  marks 
*'  of  any  merchant  whatever,  for  his  freedom  in  this  fellowfhip,  for  trading  to  Flanders,  Bra- 
*•  bant,  Holland,  Zealand,  and  the  countries  adjacent,  under  the  Archduke's  government ; 
**  hereby  enjoining  all  merchant-adventurers  to  come  into  the  freedom  of  this  fellowfhip."— 
Wheeler,  fecretary  of  this  fellowfhip,  in  his  vindication  of  it,  under  the  title  of  A  Treatif© 
of  Commerce,  in  quarto,  printed  in  160 1,  acknowledges,  that  at  the  period  we  have  now  un- 
der confideration,  as  well  as  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  the  like  complaints,  as  in  his 
own  time,  were  made  by  the  clothiers,  wool-growers,  dyers,  &c.  againft  thi«  fellowfhip,  viz. 
that  they  obflruftcd  the  free  courfe  of  commerce  by  reflraints.  **  Yet,"  he  adds,  "  after  due 
examination  of  the  faid  complaint,  the  ifTue  procured  great  favour  to  the  company,  and  oc- 
cafioned  the  enlarging  of  their  former  charters,  with  an  exprefs  reflraint.  of  all  ilragglers 
*^  and  intermeddlers,"  that  is  feparate  traders.  ''  And  whereas  the  Eaflerlings,"  that  is,  the 
German  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard,  ^'  at  this  time,  had  entered  into  the  fame  trade;  Kifig 
Henry  VIL  not  only  flriftly  prohibited  them  from  the  fame,  but  likewife  obliged  the  al- 
dermen of  the  Steel-yard  in  London  to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of  two  thoufand  marks, 
that  the  faid  Steel-yard  merchants  fhould  not  carry  any  Englifh  cloth  to  the  place  of  refi- 
dence  of  the  merchant-adventurers  in  the  Low  Countries."  Neverthelefs,  the  complaints 
againfl  the  merchant-adventurers  monopoly  became  afterwards  much  louder,  as  the  manufac- 
turers increafed,  and  the  general  trade  of  the  nation  became  more  enlarged. 

Although,  as  we  have  already  obfervcd,  the  way  of  reckoning  by  pounds,  marks,  and  fhil- 
lings,  as  well  as  by  pence  and  ferlings,  or  farthings,  had  been  in  conflant  ufe  even  from  the 
Saxon  times,  long'before  the  Norman  conquefl,  yet  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  there  never 
was  fuch  a  coin  in  Ehgland  as  either  a  pound  or  a  mark,  nor  any  fhilling,  till  this  year  1505; 
thofe  three  coins  being  merely  ideal  money,  or  denominations  or  ways  of  reckoning  for  con- 
venience. But  in  this  twentieth  year  of  King  Henry  VII.  a  few  filver  fhillings  or  twelve- 
pences  were  coined,  being  about  the  bignefs  of  one  and  a  half  of  the  modern  fhillings,  or  forty 
out  of  a  pound  weight  of  fiiver,  fair  and  broad  pieces ;  but  they  have  long  fince  been  folely  con- 
£ned  to  the  cabinets  of  a  few  curious  colleftors  of  fuch  things. 

The  Portuguefe  now  firfl  land  on  the  ifle  of  Ceylon :  here  they  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofcd 
by  thcMoors,  who  had  long  before  been  fettled  there,  and..who  had  fo  long  fupplied  all  Eu- 
rope with  cinnamon,  by  the  way  of  Alexandria:  yet,  in  the  end,  the  Portuguefe  got  the  bet- 
ter; and  having  fortified  the  principal  ports  of  that  ifland,  they,  in  their  turn,  totally  engrof- 
fed  the  cinnamon  trade  till  the  year  1639,  when  they  were  fupplanted  by  the  Hollanders.— 
This  fpice  was  well  known  to  the  ancients,  ever  fince  the  commerce  from  Egypt  to  India  was 
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praflifed ;  the  ifland  of  Taprobana,  which  was  probably  Ceylon,  being  conftantly  frequented 
from  the  Red  Sea,  not  only  from  Ai>guftus  Caefar's  time,  but  probably  long  before;  whereas 
the  fpices  from  the  Moluccas,  and  more  efpecially  the  places  producing  them,  were  not  gene- 
rally known  at  fuch  an  early  period. 
1506  King. Henry  VII.  in  the  decline  of  his  life,  taking  it  into  his  head  to  think  of  marrying  Mar- 
garet, Duchefs  Dowager  of  Savoy,  filler  of  Philip  I.  King  of  Spain,  tlic  marriagerportion 
ilipulated  to  be  given  with  her  to  Henry,  was  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  thoufand  French 
crowns,  of  four  ihillings  flerling  each,  or  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  but  this  match  never 
took  place,  becaufe  of  Henry's  fudden  ill  ftatc  of  health. — Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  129. 

The  faid  King  Philip  of  Spain,  who  was  fovereign  of  tlie  Netherlands^  and  his  Queen,  on 
their  voyage  to  Spain,  being  by  ftrefs  of  weather  driven  into' Weymouth,  were  by  King  Hen- 
ry VII.  decoyed  to  Windfor  and  London,  where  they  were  entertained  with  much  feafting  and 
fplendour,  when  this  marriage-contraft  was  concluded.  King  Henry  VII.  at  the  fame  time, 
concluded  a  new  commercial  treaty  with  King  Philip  for  the  Netherlands,  which  treaty  the 
Flemings  termed  intircurfus  malus^  **  for  that  that  there  be  fome  things  in  it,"  fays  Lord 
Bacon,  "  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Englilh  than  of  them  ;  efpecially,  for  that  the  free  fifli- 
ing  of  the  Dutch  upon  the  coafis  and  feas  of  England,  granted  in  the  treaty  of  the  year 
1496,"  termed  by  the  Flemings  intercurfus  magnus^  •*  was  not  by  this  treaty  confirmed." 
This  new  treaty  is,  in  fubftance,  as  follows  : — **  That  whereas  the  Englifli,  rcfiding  in  and 
trading  to  the  Netherlands,  had  made  grievous  complaints  of  new  and  unprecedented  tolls 
"  and  duties  laid  on  their  merchandize  there,  contrary^  to  treaties  fubfifting  ;  and  that  there 
^  were  alfo  prohibitions  of  felling  Englifli  cloth  in  many  places  there;  alfo  that  there  were 
**  feizures  made  of  fliips  and  merchandize,  and  the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons,  &c."-— See 
the  Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  132. 

For  rcdrefs  therefore  of  all  grievances  on  both  fides,  it  was  now  ftipulated, 
"  I.  That  former  treaties  be  confirmed,  particularly  thofe  of  1495  ^^^  '499>"  (here  that 
of  1496  was  artfully  omitted  to  be  named)  "  except  fo  far  as  altered  by  this  treaty,  and  all  new 
**  tolls  and  exa£tions  utterly  aboliflicd. 

**  II.  The  Englifli  merchants  may  freely  refort  to  Bruges  in  Flanders,  as  alfo  to  all  the 
**  other  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  with  their  fliips,  cloth,  and  other  merchandize,  freely 
**  to  buy  and  fell.  But,  in  the  province  of  Flanders,  and  there  only,  they  ftiall  not  fell  their 
"  cloth  by  retail,  or  in  a  fmaller  quantity  than  an  entire  piece;  neither  fliall  they  be  permitted 
**  either  to  drefs  or  to  dye  their  cloth  in  the  faid  province  of  Flanders. 

*•  III.  For  prevention  of  all  itnpofitions  for  the  future,  a  table  of  all  the  duties,  fubfidies, 
**  tolls,  and  other  payments,  which  may  be  legally  demanded  in  either  country,  fhall  be  af- 
**  fixed  on  the  doors  of  the  cuftom-houfes  of  London,  Bruges,  Antwerp,  Berg,  Mons,  and 
*'  Middleburgh." 

In  vol.  xiii.  p.  159,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  that  King  Henry  VII.  moft  unjuftly,  and  pro- 
bably for  his  own  private  profit,  granted  **  a  licence  to  Auguftini  Chigi,  a  merchant  of  Sienna 
in  Tufcany,  to  import  from  Flanders,  or  elfewhcre,  thirteen  hundred  quintals  of  alum, 
and  none  elfe  to  import  any,  until  he  fliall  have  fold  oflF  all  his  faid  quantity  ;  provided, 
however,  that  neither  he  nor  his  faftors  fliall  fell  the  faid  alum  at  an  higher  price  than  one 
"  pound  fix  fliillings  and  eightpence  per  quintal,  or  hundred-weight." 

In  this  year  the  ever-famous  Chriftopher  Columbus  left  the  world.  About  which  time 
fugar-canes  were  brought  from  Brafil  and  the  Canaries,  and  planted  in  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola, 
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1506  where,  fays  Herrcra,  many  fugar-mills  were  gradually  erefted.  Leave  alfo  was  granted  to  all 
native  Spaniards  to  fend  merchandize  to  the  Weft  Indies;  and  it  was  allowed  that  even  fo- 
reigners might  trade  in  partnerfhip  with  native  Spaniards,  in  Spanifh  bottoms  only.  The 
Contraftation  Houfe  lately  erefted  at  Seville,  for  the  management  of  all  the  American  com- 
merce, was  now  enlarged,  and  its  conftitution  fettled.  The  Spaniards  alfo,  at  this  time,  im- 
proved their  pearl  fifhery  at  the  ifland  of  that  name,  and  other  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Be- 
fore the  Brafi!  fugar  (which,  as  fome  conjefture,  was  originally  and  fpontaneoufly  produced 
there,  though  others  fay  the  firft  fugar-canes  were  firft  carried  thither  from  the  Canary  ifles) 
was  brought  into  Europe,  that  commodity  was  very  dear,  being  only  ufed  in  fcafts  and  phyfi- 
cal  neceffitics ;  honey  being,  till  then,  the  general  ingredient  for  fweetening  of  meats  and 
drinks. 

1507  In  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  161,  of  the  Fcedera,  there  is  a  record,  with  the  title  of  De 
Pardonatione pro  Mercatoribus  Vcnetiarum  \  whereby  *'  King  Henry  VII.  pardons,  remits,  and 
"  leafes  to  fix  Venetian  merchants,  therein  named,  and  to  all  other  fubjefts  of  that  republic, 

all  forfeitures,  tranfgreffions,  and  offences  committed  by  them  before  the  firft  day  of  March 

in  this  year  1507,  z^ainft  any  afts  of  Parliament  or  orders  of  Council,  &c.  alfo  all  manner 
**  ofufuries,  corrupt  bargains,  buying,  felling,  and  bartering  of  wool,  tin,  lead,  cloth,  &c. 
**  alfo  all  illegal  entries  at  the  Cuftom-houfes ;  all  payments  of  gold  againft  law,  &c.  all  dc- 
"  ceptions  in  the  making  of  woollen  cloth,  and  in  ftretching  the  fame  ;  all  cxpoitations  and 
"  importations  of  the  before-named  and  other  commodities  againft  law  ;  all  changes, 
♦*  exchanges,  and  rechanges,"  (cambia^  excambla^  et  recambta)  "  between  the  faid  Venetians 
•*  and  others ; — ^as  alfo  mifprifions,  confederacies,  riots,  &c. — all  condemnations,  pains  of 
•*  death,  and  all  other  pecuniary  and  corporal  pains  which  they  may  have  incurred,  &c.— 
**  And  we  do  hereby  grant  them  our  fecure  peace,  as  alfo  all  godds  and  chattels  they  may  have 
"  formerly  forfeited,  and  which  are  in  the  cuftody  of  our  ofBcers,  &c.  to  be  reftored  to  them, 
**  without  their  rendering  any  account."  Great  and  illegal  grants  having  been  made  to  thofe 
Venetian  merchants,  to  the  injury  of  our  own  traders,  for  King  Henry's  private  and  imme* 
diatc  emolument,  of  which  our  people  had  made  loud  complaints,  this  grant  or  charter  of  in- 
demnification was  therefore  judged  neceflary  for  fcreening  them  from  profecutions. 

**  Provifo,  That  the  faid  Venetians  be  not  forgiven  any  debt  due  to  us,  for  which  there  are 
•*  written  fecuritics. 

**  The  King  alfo  grants  licence  to  the  Venetians  to  buy  and  fell,  at  London  and  clfewhere^' 
**  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Calais,  woollen  cloth,  lead,  tin,  leather,  &c.  with  the  Englilb^ 

Genoefe,  Venetians,  Florentines,  Luccans,  Spaniards,  Portuguefe,  Flemings,  Hollanders^ 

Brabanters,  Burgundians,  German  Hanfcatics,  Lombards,  and  Eafterlings,  and  all  other 

foreigners,  as  well  as  natives,  for  ten  years  to  come. 

**  Moreover,  the  King  grants  the  fame  privileges,  pardons,  &c.  to  all  other  ftrangers  in 
•*  England  dealing  with  the  Venetians  there.  And  if  all  this  be  not  judged  fufEcient  by  the 
•*  Venetians,  they  fhall  have  other  more  ample  letters  patent  for  that  eiFeft. 

**  II.  Provifo,  That  the  faid  Venetians,  &c.  under  colour  of  this  grant,  do  not,  within 
•*  the  faid  term,  import  into  England  any  goods  from  the  dominions  of  the  Archduke  of 
•*  Auftria.'*  This  provifo  was  introduced  to  favour  the  privileges  of  the  merchant-ad- 
Tenturers. 

By  the  whole  tenor  of  this  patent,  we  fee  how  many  different  nations  then  traded  to  or  rc- 
£ded  in  England,  the  French  and  Scots  excepted. 

It 
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1507  It  is  not  improbable,  that,  by  this  grant  to  the  Venetians  by  King  Henry,  who  was  never 
known  to  forget  his  own  private  emolument,  thofe  foreigners  either  had  done,  or  were  to  do 
fomething  to  merit  that  favour. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  168,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  **  that  the  difputes  about  the  new  tolls 
**  exa£led  in  the  Netherlands,  from  the  Englilh  trading  thither,  ran  fo  high,  that  the  com- 
*'  merce  between  the  two  nations  was,  in  a  manner,  quite  interrupted,  to  the  very  great  da- 
*^  mag  of  both,"  fays  that  record.  ^'  To  remedy  which,  Maximilian,  King  of  the  Romans, 
**  in  conjun£tion  with  Charles  his  grandfon,  afterwards  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  grants  a 
**  provifional  charter,  whereby  all  the  new  toils  are  abolilhed  ;  and  makes  alfo  a  declaration, 
**  that  the  Englifh  fliould  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  commerce  in  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
*'v  Netherlanders  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Calais,  as  (lipulated  in  the  intercourfe  of  1495. 

In  this  year,  the  ftrong  town  and  port  of  Oran  in  Barbary  was  conquered  by  King  Ferdi-. 
nand  of  Spain  from  the  Moors  of  Morocco  :  it  has  iince  been  retaken  by  the  Moors,  and  in 
ouc  days  again  retaken  by  Spain,  in  whofe  poflellion  it  flill  remains.  He  alfo  took  the  town 
and  port  of  fiugia  on  that  coaft,  and  obliged  the  city  of  Algiers  to  fubmit  to  an  annual  tribute : 
and,  to  retain  the  inhabitants  in  their  fidelity,  he  fortified  the  little  ifle  before  the  city,  and 
placed  a  Spanifh  garrifon  therein ;  though  fome  are  of  opinion  that  all  this  happened  two  years 
later. 

The  Portuguefe,  under  Albuquerque,  now  fortify  the  then  famous  ifle  of  Ormus  in  the 
Perfian  Gulph,  finely  fituated  for  the  trade  betv/een  Turkey,  Arabia,  and  Perfia,  on  the  one 
hand  ;  and  India  and  China,  on  the  other;  there  being  two  caravans  which  pafled  annually 
between  Aleppo  and  Ormus,  for  exchanging  the  carpets,  camlets,  drugs,  dried  fruits,  pearls, 
horfes,  &c.  of  the  three  firfl-named  countries ;  for  the  fpices,  cotton  cloths,  precious  ftones, 
&c.  of  India  and  China ;  which  commerce  centered  with  the  Portuguefe  at  Ormus  till  the 
year  1622,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter. 

1508  Although  the  numerous  wars  in  Europe  during  this  century  are  not  properly  within  our 
cognizance ;  fuch  as  the  contefis  between  France  and  Spain,  for  the  poiTeilion  of  Naples  and 
Sicily — ^the  hoftilities  between  tire  Poles,  Bohemians,  Auflrians,  and  Hungarians — as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  northern  crowns  i  nor  even  the  bloody  difputes  between  England  and  France, 
any  further  than  that,  by  producing  coniiderable  alterations  in  the  balance  of  power,  thofe 
wars  may,  at  certain  periods,  have  more  immediately  occafioned  revolutions  in,  or  injury  to 

«  commerce,  or  may  ferve  to  exhibit  the  ftate  of  navigation,  fhipping,  and  maritime  engage- 
ments :  yet,  for  the  glory  of  the  illuftrious  commercial  republic  of  Venice,  we  cannot  avoid 
briefly  to  commemorate  its  great  deliverance  from  the  famous  league  of  Cambray  agai;ift  her ; 
which  was  a  confederacy  of  the  greatefl  part  of  Europe  in*  order  to  efFeft  her  final  overthrow ; 
viz.  the  Emperor  Maximilian  I.  Louis  XIL  of  France,  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain,  and  Pope 
Julius  II.  by  whofe  infligation  this  league  was  fecretly  projefted.  Thofe  powers,  in  con^ 
jundlion,  eafily  flripped  the  republic  of  all  that  Ihe  pofTeflTed  on  the  continent  of  Italy;  yet, 
with  all  their  power,  they  were  not  able  to  conquer  the  capital  city  of  Venice.  And,  in  the 
.end,  the  Pope  being  brought,  or  bought  over,  and  the  reft  of  the  confederacy  becoming  dif- 
jointcd,  the  republic  foon  recovered  much  of  her  former  territories :  to  the  Pope,  however, 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  Ravenna  ;  to  Spain,  the  five  towns  which  the  republic  had  till  now 
poileflied  in  Calabria;  and  to  the  Emperor,  Triefte  and  Friuli.  Such  anothct  unnatural  con- 
jundion  has  fo  lately  difturbed  Europe,  that  the  bare  mention  of  it  is  all  that  can  be  thought 
neceflary  on  the  fubjeft. 

f  Aubart, 
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J 508       Aubart,  a  Frenchman,  firft  failed  up  the  great  river  of  St.  Laurence  to  the  country  of  Ca- 
nada, from  whence  he  brought  home  to  Prance  fome  of  the  Indian  natives. 

Although  the  marriage  treated  of  and  agreed  on  between  King  Henry  VII.  of  England's 
daughter  Macyt  and  Charles,  grandfon  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  did  not  take  place ;  yet 
it  is  fomcwhat  curious  to  fee  the  formality  of  thofe  times  for  fccuring  the  lady's  dowry,  and 
her  marriage  portion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  gold  crowns :  for,  many  Lords,  named 
in  the  Fcedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  173,  were  folemnly  bound  for  the  fame,  as  were  alfo  the  follow- 
ing cities  and  towns  on  Maximilian's  part,  viz.  Brufiels,  Antwerp,  Bruges,  Ypres,  Courtray, 
Nieuport,  Dort,  Lcyden,  Amfterdam,  Middleburg,  Zirickzee,  and  Mechlin;  and  on  the 
part  of  Henry,  the  cities  and  towns  of  London,  Coventry,  Norwich,  Chefter,  Worccfter, 
Exeter,  York,  Briftol,  Southampton,  Bofton,  Hull,  and  Ncwcaftle  tipon  Tyne. 

In  the  fame  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.^  216,  we  learn  what  king  Henry  VII. 
made  of  his  office  of  change,  exchange,  and  rechange,  (cambii^  excambiif  et  recambii)  of  money, 
.paid  by  all  perfons  going  or  fending  money  to  foreign  parts,  and  from  thence  back  to  Eng- 
land. Henry  now  grants  this  office  to  Peter  Corfy,  a  Florentine,  for  one  year,  who,  by  the 
'King's  authority,  was  to  take  three-pence  for  the  exchange  and  rechange  of  every  gold  ducat: 
for  this  office  Corfy  was  yearly  to  pay  the  King  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling.  The 
record  calls  this  office  "  the  cuftody,"  et  appruamentum^  poffibly  written  by  miftake  inftead  of 
aptriamentum^  or  opening,  *'  of  the  increafe  of  the  change,  exchange,  and  rechange." 

In  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  remains,  p.  197,  fpeaking  of  the  antiquity  and  ufe  of  this  cambium 
regisf  or  office  of  exchange,  in  a  curious  and  judicious  trcatife,  intitled,  **  the  manner  and 
<<  means  how  the  Kings  of  England  have,  from  time  to  time,  fupported  and  repaired  their 
«•  eftates,"  written  in  the  year  1609,  he  fays,  **  it  is  as  ancient  as  before  the  time  of  King 
*«  Henry  III.  and  continued  in  ufe  till  the  middle  of  King  Henry  Eighth's  reigg,  the  profits 
*«  of  it  being  now,"  that  is,  in  the  year  1609,  **  engrofled  among  a  few  goldfmiths,  and 
«*  would  yield  above  ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  the  crown,  would  he  ereft  it  again,  and 
««  then  Ihould  the  King  himfelf  keep  his  mint  in  continual  work."  Of  this  we  have  no  very 
diftinft  conception  in  modern  times- 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  234,  &c.  of  the  Fioedera,  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  as  guardian  of 
his  grandfon  Charles,  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  being  hard  prefled  for  money  in  this  year, 
was  obliged  to  fend  over  to  England  the  famous  jewel  of  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  called  the 
rich  lilly  ffeur  de  lis)  of  Burgundy,  to  be  pawned  to  King  Henry  VIL  then  known  by  all 
men  to  be  the  richeft  Prince  in  Chriftendom,  for  fifty  thoufand  crowns  of  gold,  of  four  Ihil- 
lings  fterling  each.  There  is  a  very  particular  defcription  of  the  numerous  gems  of  various 
kinds  contained  in  this  rich  lilly,  and  alfo  the  quantity  of  gold  therein ;  which  Ihews  the 
wealth  and  magnificence  of  the  former  Princes  of  that  Houfe. 

Herrera,  the  Spanilh-American  hiftoriographer,  relates,  that,  in  or  about  this  year,  the 
gold  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  one  year,  amounted  to  four  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight;  by  which,  together  with  the  cotton,  fagar>  ginger,  &c.  and  the 
{hipping  employed  between  Spain  and  America,  the  Weft  Indies  now  began  to  promife  a  re- 
compenfe  to  Spain  for  the  great  charge  of  the  firft  fettlement,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  many  lives. 
They  had^  it  feems,  by  this  time,  found  that  the  miferable  Indian  natives,  whom  the  Spaniards 
had  made  to  work  in  their  mines  and  fields,  were  not  fo  robuft  and  proper  for  thofe  purpofes 
as  negroes  brought  from  Africa  s  wherefore  they,  about  the  fame,  time,  began  to  import 

negroes 
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1508  negroes  for  that  end  into  Hifpaniola  from  the  Portuguefc  fettlements  on  the  Guinea  Coaftv 
and  alfo  afterwards  for  their  fugar  works,  as  we  have  already  related. 

The  Portuguefe  in  India,  fiill  under  their  great  commander  Albuquerque,  take  the  town 
and  port  of  Goa  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar ;  and  although  its  Prince  Hidaican  foon  recovered  it ; 
yet,  in  the  year  1510,  Albuquerque  retook  it,  with  the  llaughter  offeven  thoufand  of  Hidal* 
can's  men.  The  commodioufnefs  of  its  iituation,  and  goodnefs  of  the  country,  induced  Al- 
buquerque to  fortify  it  very  much,  and  to  make  it  the  capital  of  the  Portuguefc  dominions  in 
India,  as  it  ftill  is,  its  walls  being  faid  to  have  been  twelve  miles  in  compafs,  and  many  of  its 
ftruftures  magnificent;  but  it  is  long  fmce  much  decayed,  both  with  refpeft  to  wealth  and 
number  of  inhabitants,  which  fomc  fay  are  reduced  to  twenty  thoufand,  of  all  nations  and  re- 
ligions. This  able  General  Albuquerque,  in  order  to  breed  up  foldiers,  very  wifely  got  the 
Indian  maids  made  Chriftians,  and  married  them  to  Portuguefc,  that  tliey  might  not  always 
ftand  in  need  of  frefh  fupplies  of  men  from  Portugal. 

It  is  not  our  province  minutely  to  particularize  all  the  Portuguefc  conquclls  in  India,  where« 
by  they  gained  immenfe  riches  andgreat  glory  to  that  crown  and  nation.     It  is  fuificient  for 
our  purpofe  in  general  to  obferve,  that  tlicy  went  on,  from  year  to  year,  in  difcovcring  more 
countries,  even  as  far  caftward  as  China  and  Japan ;  and  foutliward  to  the  great  Archipelago 
of  iflands  in  the  Indian  ocean.     They  fubdued  the  kingdoms  of  Dccan,  Cambaya,  and  Gu- 
zaratte,  witli  the  forts  of  Diu,  Surat,  and  Cambaya,  and  many  other  places  and  iflands  for 
two  hundred  miles  along  the  Malabar  Coaft,  and  on  that  of  Coromandel,  and  in  the  kingdoms 
of  Bengal,  Macaflar,  and  Malacca,  and  alfo  the  ifles  of  Timor  and  Solor,  with  the  famous 
Molucca  and  Spice-iflands,  bciidc  the  great  ifle  of  Ceylon  already  mentioned.     Their  con- 
qucfts  and  fettlements,  already  related,  on  tlic  north  caft  Ihores  of  Africa,  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  were  alfo  very  profitable  to  them,  where  they  traded  with  negro  nations  for 
much  gold,  brought  from  the  far  in-land  countries  to  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  on  the  coaft. 
In  Arabia  Felix  they  once  got  poffeffion  of  Mafcatc ;  alfo  of  feveral  ifles  in  the  Perfian  Gulph, 
and  the  important  town  and  port  of  Balfora  at  the  upper  end  of  that  Gulph.     They,  in  brief, 
were  become  very  formidable  to  all  the  Princes  of  India,  many  of  whom  they  made  tributary ; 
and  as  their  fleets  were  very  powerful  and  numerous,  fo  was  their  dominion  on  the  Indian 
feas  extremely  arbitrary,  infomuch,  that  no  ftiip  whatever  could  fail  thereon  without  their 
perroiflion ;  and  if  any  did  prefume  fo  to  do,  they  feizcd  on  fliips  and  goods,  and  imprifoned 
their  failors  :  at  the  fame  time,  they  almoft  every  where  committed  great  cruelties  and  maf-  ' 
facres  on  the  conquered  people,  and  thought  to  expiate  all  their  crimes  and  enormities  by- 
building  a  great  number  of  churches  and  monafteries  wherever  they  became  mafters.     This 
great  profpcrity  they  held  throughout  all  this  fixtecnth  century,  and  were  conftantly  increafing 
in  power,  fame,  and  riches  :  yet,  whoever  well  confiders  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fmall  king* 
-    dom  of  Portugal,  will  be  difpofed  to  wonder  how  they  got  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  grandeur  and 
power  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  by  what  means  they  contrived  to  hold  it  for  near  a  century 
and  a  half,  in  fpitc  of  the  emulation  of  their  European  neighbours  :  on  which  point,  though 
we  do  not  here  undertake  to  enlarge,  we  may  however,  curforily  obferve. 

I.  That  Portugal  was  then  much  more  populous  than  at  this  day,  and  that  its  prefent 
feeble  ftate,  for  want  of  manufaftures,  rs  owing  to  the  former  draining  the  kingdom  of  its 
people,  for  the  purpofe  of  colonizing  in  Africa,  India,  and  Brafil. 

II.  That  the  Portuguefe  conquefts  were  made  partly  over  cfFeminate  Afiatics,  in  warring 
with  whom  they  had  great  advantages,  and  no  European  rivals  ;  and  partly  over  the  miferable 

favages 
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1508  favages  of  BrafU  and  Africa,  utterly  unacquainted  with  fire-artilleiy,  iron,  warlike  weapons, 
and  the  other  European  arts  in  making  war.  But  when  the  Hollanders  once  got  to  India,  we 
fliall  fee  how  poorly  thofe  mighty  Portugucfe  conquerors  defended  their  numerous  conqucfts 
there  and  in  Africa. 

J ^09  The  country  and  monarchy  of  RufEa  was  now  further  aggrandized  and  ftrengthened  by  th^ 
conqueft  of  the  city  and  territory  of  Plefkow,  till  then  an  independent  lordlhip,  by  the  great 
Duke,  or  Czar,  Baiilius  IV.  who  alfo  conquered  from  the  Poles  the  ftrong  frontier  town  of 
Smolenfko.  As  Ruijiia  had,  long  before  this  time,  fallen  under  the  fubjedion  of  the  Crim- 
Tartars,  and  had  been  divided  into  many  petty  principalities,  whofe  Princes  wjere  tributaries 
to  the  Tartars,  this  Czar,  Baiilius  IV.  by  reducing  and  uniting  many  of  thofe  principalities 
under  his  fubjeftion,  and  by  his  other  fuccefsful  wUrs  againft  the  Tartars,  has  occafioned 
chronologers  to  commence  the  fucceflion  of  future  Czars  of  Ruilia  or  Mufcovy  from  this 
great  Prince,  who  fuccecded  to  John  Bafilides,  in  the  year  1505,  and  died  in  1533. 

This  year  is  alfo  remarkable  for  the  death  of  Henry  VII.  King  of  England.  How  different- 
ly foever  his  condu£l  or  charafter  may  be  animadverted  on  by  various  authors^  it  is  enough 
for  our  prefent  purpofe  to  confider  its  confequences  in  a  politico-commercial  view^  We  may 
therefore,  with  Mr.  Echard  and  others  before  him,  juftly  remark,  that  feveral  laws  made  in 
his  reign,  and  by  his  influence,  were  very  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and 
commerce;  as  particularly, 
.  I.  By  an  aft  for  the  encouragement  of  hufbandry,  ^ioregniy  cap.  xix.     See  the  year  1489. 

II.  "  By  gradually,"  fays  Echard,  "  putting  ftops  to  the  power  of  tlie  nobility,  who  bad 
*<  lately  raifed  fuch  ftorms  in  the  nation;"  that  is,  particularly  againft  himfelf,  leave  was 
granted,  as  we  have  feen,  to  all  freeholders,  who  went  with  the  King  in  his  wars,  to  alienate 
their  freeholds  at  pleafure,  without  fines  for  alienation.  Which  was  a  good  means  to  make 
land  eftates  change  proprietors  the  more  eaiily  and  frequently,  as  the  commerce  and  wealth  x)f 
the  nation  gradually  increafed.  See  the  year  1492.  He  wifely  enough  confidered  the  old 
maxim,  dominium  fequitur  terram^  and  that  King  John's  Barons  were  often  too  hard  for  him« 
becaufe  moft  of  the  lands  were  poflcflcd  by  them,  or  by  their  vaflals  ;  and  that  as  he  himfelf 
had  been  raifed  by  the  nobility,  he  might  poflibly  be  caft  down  by  them.  Which  a&  was  rc^ 
newed  or  confirmed  by  one  of  the  third  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iv.  1512. 

III.  By  an  aft  of  his  nineteenth  year,  cap.  xiv.  direfting  a  penalty  for  all  givers  or  takers 
of  any  livery,  or  for  any  perfons  retaining  or  being  retained  with  another,  during  that  King's 
life,  the  nobility  were  deprived  of  their  great  retinues.  This  law  was,  indeed,  but  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  confirmation  of  the  laws  againft  retainers,  more  properly  to  be  called  retained  than 
retainers,  of  great  men,  made  in  the  reigns  of  King  Richard  11.  Henry  IV.,and  Edward  IV. 
of  which  we  deferred  taking  any  notice  till  now ;  for,  by  the  great  numbers  of  men,  as  well 
knights  and  cfquires  as  yeomen  or  common  men,  who  wore  Ae  Kveries  and  hats  of  the  nobi- 
lity, and  were  at  their  devotion  in  thofe  idle  and  lefs  opulent  times,  they  were,  doubtlefs,  be- 
come formidable  to  the  crown,  and  thereby  was  formed  the  beft  of  the  Englifli  cavalry  in  their 
wars  ;  more  efpecially  in  thofe  between  the  houfcs  of  York  and  Laacafter :  fo  jealous  a  Prince 
therefore,  as  Henry  VII.  was,  would  naturally  employ  fuch  means  to  break  the  ftrcngth  of 
the  nobles ;  and  this  Jaw  anfwered  the  end  very  well,  fincc  we  hear  very  little  of  retainers  and 
liveries  from  this  time.  In  this  only  fenfe  therefore  may  he  be  faidto  have  altered  the  balance 
of  the  nation,  as  fome  authors  phrafe  it,  viz.  in  depreffing  the  nobility,  and  enabling  the 
commons  freely  to  purchafe  their  lands.    But  it  is  an  almofi  univerfal  miftake  of  our  hifto- 
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1509  rianSy  in  afcribingto  him  a  kind  of  total  revival  of  onr  woollen  manufadure,  as  if,  according 
to  tliem,  it  had  been  gradually  funk  and  neglefted  ever  flncc  King  £dward  Third's  time ;  the 
contrary  whereof  is  apparent,  from  fo  many  afts  of  Parliament,  and  fo  many  treaties  with 
foreign  Princes  in  the  intermediate  reigns,  in  favour  of  that  manufafture,  which  not  only 
profpered  at  home,  but  was  conftantly  exported  beyond  fea  in  all  thofc  reigns  before  his  time. 

IV.  Forefeeing  the  bad  confcquences  of  the  noble  and  great  provinces  of  Bretagne's  being 
annexed  to  France,  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  his  avarice  and  pufillanimity,  he  had  love 
enough  left  for  his  country,  and  for  his  own  credit  in  fucceeding  times,  to  induce  him  now 
and  then,  in  his  parliamentary  fpeeches,  earneftly  to  recommend  matters  of  commerce  to  his 
people.  "  This  good  Prince,"  fays  Hall's  Chronicle,  "  by  his  high  policy,  marvcloufly  en- 
**  riched  his  realm  and  hirafelf,  and  left  his  fubjefts  in  high  wealth  and  profpcrity,  — as  is  ap- 
"  parent  by,  the  great  abundance  of  gold  and  iilver  yearly  brought  into  the  realm,  in  plate, 
"  money,  and  bullion,  by  merchants  pafling  and  repafling,  to  whom  the  King,  of  his  own 
**  goods,  lent  money  largely,  without  any  gain  or  profit,  to  the  intent  that  merchandize,  be- 
**  ing  of  all  crafts  the  chief  art,  and  to  all  men  both  mod  profitable  and  neccffary,  might  be 
**.  the  more  plentifuller  ufed,  haunted,  and  employed  in  his  realms  and  dominions."  Thefe 
laft  lines  are  but  a  bare  tranilation  of  what  Polydore  Virgil  fays  of  that  King  in  Latin. 

My  Lord  Herbert  and  all  other  hiftorians  agree,  that  this  King  left  a  treafurc  of  one  million 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  in  fpecie,  in  fecret  places  of  his  palace  at  Richmond, 
he  hirafelf  alone  keeping  the  keys  ;  and  as  an  ounce  of  filver  was,  at  that  time,  coined  into  no 
more  than  forty-pence,  20mo  regni^  that  fum  was  equivalent  to  two  millions  feven  hundred 
thoufand  poiyids  of  our  money  in  the  real  quantity  of  filver.  *^  This,"  fays  tfiat  noble  Lord, 
'*  was,  doubtlefs,  a  greater  fum  than  any  King  of  this  realm  before  had  in  his  coffers,  and 
**  fuch  as  might  be  thought  efffeftively  quadruple  to  fo  much  in  this  age ;"  that  is,  in  the  time 
of  King  Charles  IL  Which  computation  of  his  lordfhip  is  extremely  moderate,  when  we 
have  feen  and  confidered  the  rate  of  living  at  that  time,  when  the  ufual  price  of  wheat  was  but 
five  {hillings  and  eight-pence,  or  eight  (hillings  and  fix-pence  of  our  money,  per  quarter,  and 
ale  not  quite  three-pence  per  gallon. 

Laftly,  it  is  faid  by  various  authors,  that  there  were  very  few  brick  buildings,  and  fewer 
of  ftone,  in  England,  till  this  King's  reign,  excepting  the  palaces  of  the  prime  nobility,  ca- 
thedral, and  parifh  churches,  and  moft  of  the  greater  monafleries ;  the  reft  were  either  the 
mud  walls  of  the  cottagers,  leflcr  farmers,  and  villagers,  or  elfe  the  timber  and  lath  buildings 
in  cities  and  towns  :  to  which  may  be  added,  the  manner  of  building  at  that  time,  even  many 
capital  feats  in  the  country,  of  which  fomc  very  few  lately  did,  and  may  poflibly  here  and 
there  ftill  remain,  with  ftrong  oaken  pofts,  interlaced  with  bricks  and  mortar,  which  were  of 
fuch  fubftantial  duration,  that,  fire  excepted,  they  generally  lafted  feveral  hundred  years. 

In  this  firft  year  of  King  Henry  Eighth's  reign,  we  have,  in  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the 
Foedera,  p.  258,  a  ftill  plainer  account  of  the  now  improved  royal  cambium  regis^  or  office  of 
exchange,  between  England  and  foreign  parts,  in  this  King's  grant  of  that  office  to  Sir 
Thomas  Boleyn,  the  father  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  Anne  Bolcyn,  in  the  terms  following, 
viz.  •*  we  grant  to  him  the  cuftody  of  our  exchange  at  Calais,  and  alfo  the  cuftody  of  our 

exchange  in  England  towards  foreign  parts  ;  he  to  take  and  receive  of  every  perfon  going  to 

Rome,  or  other  foreign  parts,  either  for  devotion  or  for  bufinefs,  or  who  fends  his  agents 
•'  or  attornies  thither,  or  who  may  fend  monies  for  payments  to  be  made,  all  fuch  fums  of 
''  money  as  they  are  minded  to  fend ;  and  to  deliver  to  them  fufficient  letters,  or  bills  of  ex- 
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1509  **  change  to  the  faid  parts, 'as  Is  cuftomary,  making  fuch  agreements  for  the  faid  bills  as  con- 
**  fcience,  and  the  various  circumftanccs  of  diftance,  and  other  hazards,  require,  and  to  receive 
*'  fuch  fums  out  of  the  faid  exchangings  as  are  due  to  us,  be  paying  annually  to  us  thirty 
**  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence,  and  no  more." 

We  find  frequent  orders  made  by  the  crown  againft  making  exchanges  anywhere  but  at  the 
faid  royal  office;  yet  the  frequency  of  repeating  thefe  orders  fufficiently  (hew  that  thcy'had 
been  continually  evaded. 

Admiral  James  Columbus,  fon  of  the  great  Chriftopher,  now  fettled  and  planted  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica.     In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year,  the  adventurers  fixed  at  Nombre  de  Dios  in 
Darien,  which  was  the  firft  town  where  they  got  permanent  footing  on  the  continent.     In 
1511  they  fettled  on  the  great  ifland  of  Cuba;  and  in  1512  they  landed  on  Florida.     In  1513, 
they  crofled  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  near  where  Panama  was  afterwards  built,  and  now  firft 
difcovered  the  great  South  Sea.     In  1515,  John  Dias  de  Solis  landed  at  Brafil,  and  laded  his 
two  (liips  with  Brafil  wood  for  Spain.     In  15 16,  the  Spaniards  fettled  at  Panama ;  and,  with 
incredible  labour,  carried  thither  over  land,  from  the  Bay  of  Darien,  the  timber,  iron  work, 
and  rigging  of  two  brigantines,  which  produced  the  fubfequent  difcovery  of  Peru,  6cc.     In 
1517  and  1518,  the  Spaniards  difcovered,  on  the  coafts  of  Yucatan  and  Mexico,  many  ftruc- 
tures  built  with  lime  and  (lone ;  a(id  it  is  faid  that  Montezuma,  or  ratlier  Motezuipa,  King 
of  Mexico,  had  ordered  his  officers  to  treat  the  Spaniards  kindly,  who  already  began  to  trade 
with  them  for  gold,  &c.     All  thefe  matters,  for  the  fpace  of  about  ten  years,  we  have  curfo- 
rily  thrown  together,  as  not  being  very  material  to  be  enlarged  on ';  for  as,  in  the  various  at- 
tempts of  the  Spaniards  to  make  new  fettlements,  they  met  with  frequent  loflcs  from  the  native 
Indians,  whom  they  often  treated  cruelly,  as  alfo  from  ftorms,  and  the  change  of  climates, 
fo,  upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that,  uQtil  the  year  1519,  when  they  conquered  the 
empire  or  kingdom  of  Mexico,  and  thereby  gained  an  immenfe  fund  oftreafure,  all  their  ex« 
peditions  and  fettlements,  were  rather  honourable  and  promifing  in  future,  than  immediately 
profitable  to  Spain. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  how  much  England  has  improved  In  gardening,  fruits,  roots, 
and  pot  herbs  within  the  two  laft  centuries.  In  the  former  part  of  King  Henry  Eighth's 
reign,  it  fcems  there  were  no  forts  of  what  we  ufually  call  falads  to  be  found  in  England,  nor 
any  carrots,  cabbages,  turnips,  or  other  fuch  efculent  roots ;  that  part  of  our  food  being  then 
fent  us  from  Holland  and  Flanders  :  this  circumftance  we  find  aflcrted  in  fevcral  authors,  how 
much  foevcr  fome  moderns  may  be  furprized  at  it.  And,  according  to  the  author  of  a  labour- 
ed'fcheme,  printed  at  London  in  1723,  in  8vo.  for  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  paying  old  debts 
without  new  taxes,  "  even  Queen  Catherine  herfelf  could  not,  at  this  time,  have  a  ftlad  for 
**  dinner,  until  the  King  fent  over  to  the  Netherlands  for  a  gardener,  to  cultivate  thofe  herbs 
**  and  roots  here,  where  we  are  now  better  fupplied  therewith  than  perhaps  any  otlier  part  of 
"  Europe." 
2510  In  this  year  we  find,  by  Meurfius*s  Hiftoria  Danica,  lib.  2.  pars  iii.  that  the  Baltic  Sea  was 
much  frequented  by  (hips  from  France,  England,  and  Scotland;  for  King  John  of  Denmark's 
dominions  being,  at  this  time,  invaded  by  a  fquadron  of  (hips  from  Lubeck,  who  burned 
feveral  towns  on  his  coafts,  he,  in  his  urgent  neceffit)',  in  order  to  get  ready  the  beft  fleet  he 
could,  prefTed  all  the  (liips  of  thefe  three  nations  into  his  fervice.  But  the  Swedes  joining  the 
Lubeckers,  and  King  John  thereby  finding  himfelf  ftill  inferior  at  fea  to  the  Hanfeatics,  pur- 
chafed  (hips  of  England,  France  and  Scotland,  his  allies,  at  a  great  expence.    So  that,  in  the 
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1510  year  following,  his  fleet  became  fupcrior  to  thofe  of  the  Lubeckers  and  Swedes ;  and  now  it 
ranges  over  the  Baltic,  takes  all  the  Hanfeatic  (h-ips  it  could  meet  with,  burns  the  fuburbs  of 
of  Travemund,  the  port  of  Lubeck,  and  would  have  deftroyed  all  the  (hips  there,  had  not  the 
Lubeckers,  in  good  time,  drawn  them,  further  up  into  the  town.  The  Danilh  fleet  next  in- 
vaded  the  haven  of  Wifmar,  burned  its  fuburbs,  and  carried  oflF  fourteen  of  their  Ihips :  after 
this  it  deftroys  Warrremuod,  and  burns  many  villages  belonging  to  Roftock  and  Straelfund» 
&c.  So  great  was  the  change  for  the  worfe  in  the  fpace  of  one  year,  with  the  Hans-towns,  by 
this  great  diligence  of  the  Danifli  Khig,  The  Hollanders'  alio  arc,  by  other  accounts,  faid 
to  have  fent  fhips  to  the  aflSftance  of  the  King  of  Denmark  agaiiift  the  Lubeckers,  who  h^d 
taken  eight  of  their  fhips ;  and,  in  this  war,  the  province  of  Holland  loft  fifty  of  their  Ihips, 
according  to  Penfionary  De  Witt's  Intereft  of  Holland. 

So  great  a  plenty  or  cheapnefs  of  provifions  was  there  in  this  year  1510,  in  the  province  or 
ifles  of  Zealand,  according  to  Meteranus,  in  his  Hiftoria  Belgica,  lib.  i.  p.  8,  publiihed  in  the 
year  1597,  **  That  the  eighth  part  of  a  meafure  of  wheat,  a  fat  goofc,  a  pound  of  butter,  and 
••  a  pot  of  Poiflou  wine,  were  altogether  fold  for  fix  ftivers."  An  inftance  of  plenty  of  provi- 
fions,  or,  if  the  reader  (hould  prefer  the  idea,  of  the  fcarcity  of  money,  hardly  to  be  paralleled 
in  hiftory  at  fo  late  a  period. 

My  Lord  Herbert^  in  his  life  of  King  Henry  VIIL  relates,  that  the  famous  Scotifli  Captain, 
Andrew  Barton,  appeared  in  the  Englifh  feas  ;  who,  in  revenge  of  his  father's  death,  who  had 
traded  to  Portugal,  and  other  injuries  done  to  him  by  the  Portuguefe,  had  obtained  letters  of 
reprifal  from  his  fovereign,  King  James  IV.  upon  condition,  fays  this  noble  author,  that  he 
(hould  not  commit  any  piracy,  Neverthelefs,  Barton  feized  on  feveral  Engliih  barks,  on 
pretence  of  carrying  Portuguefe  merchandize ;  Scotland,  fays  Bifliop  Goodwin  in  bis  Annals, 
being  then  at  war  with  Portugal.  Whereupon  King  Henry  VIII.  fent  out  the  Lord  Admiral 
Howard  againft  Barton  in  two  large  fhips,  who  attacked  him  in  his  two  fmaller  ones :  yet 
Barton  maintained  a  moft  cruel  and  obftinate  engagement  with  the  Admiral,  and  was  fo  dan- 
geroufly  wounded  that  he  died  on  the  fpot,  encouraging  his  men  with  his  whiftle  to  continue 
the  fight,  till  he  dropped  down  dead.  King  James  IV.  was  very  much  difpleafed  at  this  cap- 
ture, alleging  that  Barton  was  no  pirate,  but  his  own  Admiral  ^  though  for  the  prefent  he 
thought  proper  to  fmother  his  refentmcnt. 

We  have,  in  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  270,  of  the  Foedera,  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendfliip  concluded  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Louis  XII.  of  France.  All  that  relates 
to  commerce  therein  is, 

I.  That  all  impofts  or  tolls  laid  on  merchants  or  others,  in  either  country,  within  the 
laft  forty-feven  years,  fhould  be  utterly  abolilhed. 

II.  That  all  merchants,  even  Venetians,  Florentines,  arid  Genoefe,  may  freely  navigate 
*'  the  feas,  armed  or  unarmed,  either  with  their  own  fhips,  carracks,  and  gallies,  or  with  thofe 
"  of  other  nations ;  and  that  the  Venetians  may  freely  and  fafely  refort  to  England,  and  de- 
**  part  thence  at  pleafure,  during  the  term  of  this  treaty,  which  was  for  both  Kings'  joint 
*'  lives,  and  one  year  after  him  who  fhall  firft  deceafe :  alfo  the  Florentines  and  Genoefe 
"  might  hereby  freely  refort  either  to  France  or  England.  Provided  the  faid  Venetians  do  no 
•*  injury  to  the  fiibje£ts  of  either  King,  in  their  going  or  returning. 

*•  III.  That  no  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal  be  ifTued  from  either  country,  but  folely 
**  againft  the  principals  themfelves  and  their  eflfeds,  and  this  not  till  jufUce  has  been  mani* 
"  fcftly  denied." 

Ibid. 
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I'sio  Ibid.  p.  290,  we  have  the  form  of  King  Henry  Eighth's  naturalization  or  denization  of  the 
famous  Polydore  Virgil,  a  foreigner;  which,  being  exaaiy  the  fame  with  one  already  exhi- 
bited under  the  year  1437,  does  not  demand  a  particular  repetition. 

About  this  time  flourifhed  the  famous  and  eminent' philofopher  and  aftronomer,  Nicholas 
Copernicus,  of  Thorn  in  Polilh  Pruffia,  who  travelled  as  far  as  Rome  and  other  parts  of 
Europe,  for  the  fake  of  converfing  with  the  mod  famous  men  of  the  age,  in  relation  to  the 
true  knowledge  of  the  appearances,  pofitions,  and  motions  of  the  planets,  fixed  ftars,  &c.  fo 
ufeful  to  navigators  and  cofmographers ;  and,  in  confequence  of  fuch  enquiries,  he  intro- 
duced fuch  a  new  and  excellent  fyftem  of  aftronomy,  as,  with  the  various  improvements  fince 
made  in  it,  remains  univerfaily  adopted  by  all  civilized  nations  to  this  day.     He  was  born  in 

the  year  1473. 

Whilft  the  Lubeck  fleet,  fays  Meurfms's  Hiftoria  Danica,  is  flying  from  the  fuperiority  of  the 

Danifli  one,  in  this  year  151 1,  a  fleet  of  Holland  (hips,  homeward  bound  frojn  Livonia,  con- 
filling  of  no  Icfs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  merchantmen,  and  four  ihips  of  war,  appeared  in 
fight  of  the  Lubeckcrs  j  who,  it  feems,  thought  this  a  fair  opportunity  to  be  revenged  of  the 
Hollanders  for  invading  the  commerce  of  the  eaftern  fea,  which  the  Vandalic  towns  ftill  vain- 
ly  imagined  they  ought  entirely  to  cngrofs  to  themfelves,  as  they  had,  indeed,  done  for  fome 
centuries  paft ;  for  the  old  controverfies  between  tl^em  and  the  Hollanders,  concerning  the 
rights  of  commerce  in  thofe  feas,  ftill  fubfifted.  So  vaft  a  prize,  therefore,  allured  thofe  mo- 
nopolizers of  commerce  to  fell  on  the  Dutch  fleet,  many  of  which  they  took,  and  others  they 
burned  •  the  reft  fled  to  Bornholm,  where  the  viftorious  Danifh  fleet  then  lay ;  and  the  Hol- 
landers imploring  their  afliftance  for  revenging  the  injury  juft  committed  by  the  Lubeckers, 
the  Danes  readily  complied,  and  purfued  the  X.ubeckers,  who,  to  avoid  falling  into  their 
hands  were  forced  to  let  go  fome  of  the  Ihips  they  had  taken  from  the  Hollanders,  and  were 
frlad  to  efcape  into  their  own  pcfft  of  Travemund,  with  a  few  of  the  Dutch  prizes  ;  the  reft, 
which  the  Danes  had  recovered  from  the  Lubeckers,  they  reftored  to  the  Hollanders,  who, 
notwithftanding,  loft  a  confiderable  part  of  this  large  fleet.  This  event  evidently  proves  at 
how  early  a  period  the  Hollanders  had  acquired  a  confiderabld  fliare  in  the  commerce  of  the 
Baltic  Sea,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  how  infolent  it  was  in  thofe  VandaKc  Hans-town5,  who 
were  alfo  under  the  protcftion  of  the  German  empire,  to  attack  the  fubjeds  of  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  in  fuch  an  outrageous  manner;  we  cannot,  therefore  be  furprifed  that  their  down- 
fall  was  now  approaching,  for  the  Danes,  at  this  time,  rode  triumphant  through  the  Baltic, 
feizing  on  the  Vandalic  (hips  in  every  part  of  it. 

King  Henry  VHL  having  it  much  in  his  thoughts  to  revive  the  claims  of  the  preceding 
Kings  of  England,  on  the  kingdom  of  France,  it  will,  we  apprehend,  be  of  no  little  utility 
for  an  Englifli  reader,  to  learn  how  early  fome  clear-fighted  perfons  at  Court  faw  the  ill  ten- 
dency  of  tlic  pernicious  fcbemes  of  our  making  conquefts  on  the  continent.  The  following 
obfervationsarethefubftance  of  Lord  Herbert's  opinions  on  the  fubjeft,  viz.  "  If,  when  all 
"  Guierinc,  Anjou,  Tourainc,  and,  (for  a>  long  time)  Normandy  was  ours,  and  when  the 
"  Duke  of  Bretagne  was  our  friend,  and  the  Houfe  of  Burgundy  an  aflbred  ally  and  confede- 
«  rate,  we  yet  could  not  advance  our  defigns  in  France,  what  hope  is  there  now  to  attain 
u  them?— Let  it  be  even  granted,  that  as  many  battles  as  we  have  fought  againft  the  French 
<«  wire  almoft  fo  many  viaoricsi  what  was  this  kingdom  the  better  for  them?— Had  we  ever 
«  a  more  glorious  time  than  that  of  King  Edward  lU.  and  was  yet  the  country  then  ever 
*«  more  poor  or  weary  of  the  wars  P^You  will,  in  our  records  and  hiftories,  find,  that  the 

kingdom 
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15 II  kingdom  was  then  much  exhaufted  of  Its  treafure,"  he  might  have  added  alfo  of  its  men, 
*'  and  fhall  we  truft  now  to  better  days  ? — V/hat  though,  with  our  twelve  thoufand  or  fifteen 
**  thoufand  men,  we  have  often  defeated  their  armies  of  fifty  thoufand  or  fixty  thoufand,  ftands 
"  it  with  reafon  of  war  to  expcft  the.  like  fuccefs  ftill?  efpecially  fincc  the  ufc  of  arms  is 
,  "  changed,  and  for  the  bow,  proper  for  men  of  our  ftrcngth,  the  caliver,  or  hand  gun,  be- 
**  gins  to  be  generally  received  ;  which,  befides  that  it  is  a  more  colUy  weapon,  requireth  a 
•*  long  praftice,  and  may  be  managed  by  the  weaker  fort.  Let  us,  therefore,  in  God's  name, 
*•  leave  oflF  our  attempts  againft  the  Terra  Firma,  as  the  natural  fituation  of  iflands  fecm  not  to 
"**  fuit  with  conquefts  of  that  kind.  Or,  when  we  would  enlarge  ourfelves,  let  it  be  that  way 
*•.  we  can,  and  to  which,  it  feems,  the  eternal  Providence  has  deftined  us,  which  is  by  fea. 
"  The  Indies  are  difcovered,  and  vaft  treafure  brought  from  thence  every  day ;  let  us  therc- 
**  fore  bend  our  endeavours  thitherwards,  and  if  the  Spaniards  or  Portuguefc  fufFer  us  not  to 
**  join  with  them,  there  will  be  yet  region  enough  for  all  to  enjoy,"  &c. 

The  great  and  fine  ifland  of  Cuba,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  not  entirely  fubdued  by  the 
Spaniards  till  this  year,  when,  it  is  faid,  they  had,  by  various  cruelties  and  tortures,  totally 
deilroyed  the  numerous  natives.  And  as  it  never  could  be  re-peopled  in  any  reafonable  de- 
gree by  Spain,  being  fix  hundred  and  fixty  miles  in  length,  it  ftill  remains,  in  a  great  degree, 
a  defart  to  this  day,  unlefs  it  be  in  and  near  the  few  towns  they  have  in  it,  which  likewife  are 
but  poorly  inhabited,  excepting  the  famous  town  and  port  of  Havanna,  which  m»ay  poflibly 
contain  near  five  thoufand  Spaniards,  exclufive  of  negroes,  being  about  half  the  white  inhabi* 
tants  of  this  great  ifland ;  fo  that  it  would  probably  be  totally  defcrted  by  Spain,  were-  it  not 
for  its  fituation,  and  more  efpecially  for  its  very  important  haven  of  the  Havanna,  at  the  north 
weft  corner  of  it,  that  commands  the  entrance  into  the  gulph  of  Florida,  through  which  their 
treafure  flcrts  muft  necefiarily  fail  home  to  Spain.  And  as  the  Havanna  has  always  been,  and 
muft  ever  be,  the  general  rendezvous  of  their  fleets  homeward  bound,  both  from  New  Spain 
and  Terra  Firma,  that  is  from  Vera  Cruz,'  Carthagena,  and  Porto  Bello,  it  is  juftly  called 
the  key  of  tlie  Spanifh  Weft  Indies.  This  noble  ifiand  produces  tobacco  that  is  much  efteem- 
cd,  excellent  fugar,  (though  in  no  great  quantity,  for  want  of  hands)  ginger,  long  pepper,  and 
many  ufeful  drugs,  copper  mines,  excellent  fruits  and  vines,  timber  of  various  kinds,  vaft 
multitudes  of  black  cattle,  brought  originally  from  Spain  ;  but  there  not  being  people  fufficient 
to  cat  them,  the  Spaniards  employ  their  negroes  to  kill  them,  as  they  alfo  do  in  Paraguay,  &c- 
purely  for  their  hides,  which  they  fend  over  to  Spain  in  great  quantities  ! 

We  find,  by  the  moft  laborious  and  judicious  Hakluyt,  in  his  fecond  volume,  that  there. 
w.as  fome  commerce  from  England,  and  in  Exiglifh  (hips,  down  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  as 
far  as  Chios,  in  the  Levant,  even  as  early  as  this  year,  but  chiefly  from  London,  Briftol,  and 
Southampton 

In  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  311,  ?cc.  of  the  Foedera,  we  read,  in  the  league  entered  into 
between  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England  and  King  Ferdinand  the  Catholic  of  Spain,  againft 
France,  &c.  that  thofe  two  Kings  ftipulate  to  have  a  maritime  force  fufficient  for  protefting 
the  maritime  commerce  of  both  nations,  viz.  each  King  three  thoufand  men,  armed  and  e- 
quipped  for  naval  war^ — King  Ferdinand  was  to  fend  his  quota  of  forty  fliips,  fome  of  which 
were  to  be  of  three  hundred  tons  burthen,  and  the  reft  of  fmaller  dimenfions  down  to  one 
hundred  tons,  to  rendezvous  at  Southampton,  where  Henry's  forces  were  to  embark,  though 
his  quota  be  not  therein  fpecified.  Ferdinand's  pretence  for  drawing  young  King  Henry,  his 
fon  in  law,  into  a  war  for  fupport  of  the  Pope's  dominions  againft  Charles  XII.  of  France, 

(who. 
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151 1  (who,  being  pofleflcd  of  Milan,  had  alio  taken  Bologna,  &c.)  was  the  conquering  of  Guienne 
for  Henry,  which  had  been  the  ancient  inheritance  of  the  crown  of  England  ;  but  ail  Ferdi- 
nand's views  were  folely  for  himfelf,  viz.  the  conqueft  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom  qf  Na- 
varre by  the  help  of  the  Englifli  troops. 

1512  The  next  year,  [ibid.  p.  326)  we  have  an  indenture,  in  Englifti,  between  King  Henry  VIII. 
and  his  Admiral,  Sir  Edward  Howard,  much  more  particular,  and  which  ^ords  us  great  light 
into  the  manner  of  fitting  out  fleets  for  war  in  thofe  times,  viz. 

**  I.  Befide  the  three  thoUfand  men,"  as  in  the  preceding  year  above  related,  "armed  for 

**  fea  war,  there  were  to  be  feven  hundred  foldicrs,  mariners,  and  gunners,  in  King  Henry's 

**  fliip,  named  the  Regent.     The  above  three  thoufand  men  confided  of  the  eighteen  captains 

*'  of  the  Englifh  Ihips,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers,  and  one  thoufand  two 

**  hundred  and  thirty-two  mariners  and  gunners. 

"  II.  The  Admiral  to  have,  for  the  maintenance  of  himfelf  in  diet,  and  for  wages  and  re- 

"  ward,  ten  (hillings  daily  pay  during  the  voyage;  and  each  captain  one  ihilling  and  fix  pence 

•«  per  day,"  or  two  (hillings  and  feven  pence  of  our  modern  money. 

*•  III.  The  foldiers,  mariners,  and  gunners  to  have,  per  month  of  twenty-eight  days,  five 

**  (hillings  wages,  and  five  (hillings  more  for  vi£luals. 
**  IV.  The  Admiral  undertakes  to  manage  this  armament  for  the  before-named  and  foUow- 
,     •*  ing  allowances,  he  receiving  three  months  expence  always  before  hand.     Item,  for  the  coat 

"  of  every  captain  and  foldier,  four  (hillings  ;  and  of  every  mariner  and  gunner,  one  (hilling 

**  and  eight  pence. 

"  V.  For  the  dead  fliares  of  the  faid  eighteen  Engli(h  (hips,  the  Admiral  was  to  have  as  fol- 

**  lows,  viz. 
**  For  the  Regent,  being  of      1000    tons  burden,  four  pilots,  &c.     50    dead  (hares^ 
"  For  the  Mary  Rofe  500  344 

"  For  the  Peter  Pomgranatc        400  28 

«*  For  John  Hopton's  (hip  400I 

**  Fot  the  Nicholas  Reedc  400  1"  Dead  Shares  needlefs  to  be  named. 

For  the  Mary-George  300  J 

The  reft  pf  the  eighteen  (hips  were,  one  of  two  hundred  and  forty  tons,  one  of  two  hun- 

«<  dred  tons,  three  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  each,  one  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons, 

**  two  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tons  each,  three  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  each,  one 

*•  of  one  hundred  tons,  and  one  of  feventy  tons.  Moreover,  for  re-viftualling  and  wa- 
tering the  faid  eighteen  (hips,  (they  are  here  nineteen)  the  Admiral  wus  allowed  two  cray- 
ers,  viz.  one  of  fixty -five  tons,  and  the  other  of  fifty-five;  in  the  former  twelve  mariners 
and  a  boy,  in  the  latter,  ten  and  a  boy,  befide  their  commanders  :  each  of  the  mailers 

and  mariner's  to  have  ten  (hillings  per  month  (as  before)  for  wages  and  viftuals. 

**  VI.  All  the  foldiers  and  failofs  to  have  fix  pence  per  day  for  conduft-money^  allowing  a 

*•  day's  journey  to  be  twelve  miles  only. 

"  Andforafmuch  as  our  Sovereign  Lord,  at  his  coft  and  charges,  viftualleth  the  faid  army 

"  and  navy,  the  faid  Admiral  (hall  therefore  referve  for  the  King  the  one  half  of  all  gains  and 
winnings  of  the  war,  which  he  and  the  fleet,  or  any  of  them,  (hall  fortune  to  obtain  in  the 
voyage,  either  on  land  or  water :  and  alfo  all  prifoners,  being  chieftains,  and  one  (hip  royal 

*•  of  two  hundred  tons  or  upwards,  with  the  ordinance  and  apparel  of  every  prize  to  be  uken 

*•  by  them.'" 
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1512  ^  This  Englifli  fleet  was,  by  agreement,  to  guard  the  fcas  from  the  Channel  to  the 
Streights  Mouth  of  Gibraltar  ;  and  King  Ferdinand's  fleet  was  to  perform  the  fame  duty  ia 
the  Mediterranean.  It  was  about  this  time  that  fliips  firft  began  to  be  reckoned  by  guns  and 
tonnage  jointly ;  gunners  being  now,  for  the  firft  time,  mentioned  in  the  Fcedera. 

In  this  fame  year,  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  equipped  a  fleet,  (fays  Rapin  de  Thoyras) 
"  which  he  intended  to  fend  into  France,  under  colour  of  prefenting  it  to  Queen  Anne, 
"  wife  of  Louis  XII.  But  this  fleet,  in  which  was  the  largcft  fhip  that  had  yet  been  fcen  on 
**  the  fea,  was  loft  or  difabled  by  a  ftorm,  and  the  Admiral's  ill  condu£t."  King  James's 
real  intent  was  to  aid  the  French  King  againft  his  brother-in-law,  King  Henry  VIII.  of 
England. 

Whoever  will  attentively  confider  the  gradual  increaie  of  the  trade,  manufa&ures,  and  peo- 
ple of  England,  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  acknowledge,  that  in  fome  of  our  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment of  old,  the  true  condition  and  increafe  thereof  was  far  from  being  fairly  or  juftly  ftated; 
being  often  cgregioufly  mifreprefentcd  either  in  the  preamble,  or  in  the  main  bodies  of  fuch 
ftatutes ;  (bmetimes  probably  to  anfwer  the  temporary  and  iinifter  purpofes  of  men  in  power, 
and  perhaps  fometimes  only  from  mere  inadvertency  and  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  tlien 
prefent  moment  compared  with  former  times  ;  proceeding  alfo  from  a  humour,  always  more 
or  lefs  prevalent,  of  unreafonably  depreciating  the  prefent,  and  exalting  former  periods.  Of 
this  wc  have  furely  a  pregnant  inftance  in  a  ftatute  of  the  third  year  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
cap.  viii.  intitled,  Of  the  Afliizing  of  the  Price  of  Viftuals  when  a  Victualler  is  Chief  Ofiicer, 
—that  is,  in  a  corporation. 

Whereas,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  vL,of  the  twelfth  year  of  King  Edward  II.  in  the  year  1319, 
entitled,  No  Officer  of  a  City  or  Borough  fliall  fell  Wine  or  Victuals  during  his  Office,  tt 
was  enaded,  "  That  no  officer,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  was  bound  to  keep  the  affixes  of 
'*  wines  and  vi6luals,  ihall,  during  bis  office,  fell  wines  or  viftuals,  either  by  wholefale  or 
«  retail." 

Now,"  fays  the  firft  named  aft,  **  fithenthe  making  of  which  ftatute,  many,  and  the 
moft  part,  of  all  the  cities,  burghs,  and  towns  corporate,  within  this  realm  of  England, 
be  fallen  in  ruin  and  decay,  and  not  inhabited  with  merchants  and  men  of  fuch  fubftance  as 
were  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  forefaid  ftatute ; — for,  at  this  day,  the  dwellers  and 
inhabitants  of  the  fame  cities  and  burghs  be  moftly  bakers,  brewers^  vintners,  fishmongers, 
and  other  viftuallers  ;  and  few  or  no  other  perfons  of  fubftance  be  within  many  of  the  faid 
cities  and  burghs  at  this  day,  able  to  bear  office  within  the  fame,  and  to  content,  anfwer, 
and  pay  unto  the  King's  grace  his  fee-farm,  wherewith  they,  (i.  e.  the  cities  and  burghs) 
be  charged.'' — How  abfnrdare  thefe  words  ;  for,  if  the  bulk  of  a  city  Ihould  confift  offach 
trades,  it  isftrange  indeed,  to  reprefent  the  reft  as  perfons  unable  to  fupport them  ! — ^*  It  was 
now  enafted,  for  the  eafe,  comfort,  and  relief  of  the  forefaid  poor  cities,  burghs,  and  towns- 
corporate,— that  whenfoever,  and  as  often  as  any  viftualler  is  chofen  to  bear  any  office, 
^'.whicfafhould  have  the  affixing  and  correftion  for  the  felling  of  viftuals,  that  then  two  dif- 
crcet  and  honeft  perfons  of  the  .fame  city  or  burgh,  not  being  viftuallers,  fhall  be  chofen 
,'  **  by  the  commonalty  of  the  fame  city  or  burgh,  which  two  perfons,  jointly,  with  the  faid 
'  **  officer,  Ihall  be  fworn  to  fct  the  affixes  or  prices  of  viftuals  during  the  faid  viftualler's  office. 
'*  —And  then  it  ihall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  viftualler  in  office  to  fell  wines  and  viftuals  by 
*'  wholefale  and  retail." 
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1^12       ««     I  Provided  that  this  aft  Ihall  not  extend  to  difcharge  any  minifter,    (aforcfaid)   of 

"  the  cities  of  London,  York,  and  Coventry,  for  any  wine  or  viftuals  to  be  fold  by  retail 
**  within  the  faid  cities." 

Now,  will  any  one  fcrioufly  believe,  that,  two  hundred  yjears  further  backward,  and  prior 
to  the  reign  of  King  Edward  III.  who  firft  gave  the  great  and  moft  advantageous  turn  to  the 
Englifh  comraferce  and  manufaftures,  the  cities  and  towns  of  England  were  richer,  of  indeed 
near  fo  rich,  as  at  this  time,  when  tlie  exports  of  the  native  prod«ft  and  manufafturcs  of  Eng- 
land were  greatly  increafed,  an  infallible  mark  of  increafing  riches,  and  that  the  moft  part  of 
the  cities  and  to^yns  of  England  were  fallen  into  ruin  and  decay,  fince  the  twelfth  year  of 
King  Edward  II  ?  Certainly  quite  otherwife.  It  is  rather  to  be  fnppofed,  that  fome  otlier 
latent  reafon  produced  this  law ;  but  whether  it  was  intended  for  the  eafe  of  the  other  more 
wealthy  inhabitants  of  the  faid  cities  and  burghs,  to  bring  back  the  magiftracy  to  the  viftual- 
lers,  and  perhaps  alfo  for  fome  other  political  purpofe,  or  for  what  other  reafon,  we  (hall  not 
abfolutely  determine,  any  njore  tlian  why  York  and  Coventry,  and  not  Briftol,  Norwich, 
&c.  though  fuperior  to  them,  are,  with  London,  the  only  places  excepted  out  of  thi^  aft. 

And  we  have  fufficient  demonftration  of  the  truth  of  what  we  have  advanced  by  another 
ftattite,  cap.  vii.  For  reftraining  the  Exportation  of  Woollen  Cloths  before  they  be  fully  ma^ 
nufaftured, — wherein  we  find  that  the  cloths  called  veffes,  rayes,  failing  cloths,  &c.  which, 
in  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  time,  fold  for  forty  (hillings,  were  now  fold  for  four  marks, 
and  two  years  after  were  fold  at  five  marks,  and  that  the  prices  of  wool  and  workman(hip  were 
confidcrably  advanced  in  about  fifty  years  ;  which  circumftance  was  folcly  occafioned  by  the  iii- 
creafe  of  commerce  and  people. 

In  this  fame  year,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert,  King  Henry  VIII.  built  the  largeft  (hip 
ever  known  in  England  before.  It  was  built  at  Woolwich,  which  place  is  faid  to  have  had 
the  firft  or  oldeft  royal  dock  of  any  place  in  Englan4-  This  is  the  (hip  called  the  Regent,  of 
one  thoufand  tons,  already  mentioned  to  be  this  year  fitting  out  againft  France.  The  Scoti(h 
writers,  neverthelefs,  affirm,  tliat  their  King  James  the  Fourth's  great  (hip,  already  mention- 
ed  in  this  fame  year,  and  which  had  been  built  fix  years  before,  was  fo  large  and  well  con- 
ftrufted,  that  both  the  Englilli  and  French  copied  after  it. 

An  expired  ftatute  of  the  third  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  i.  merits  a  due  remark.  Its  title 
is.  Every  Perfon  that  (hall  carry  over  the  Sea  any  Money,  Plate,  Jewels,  &c.  (hall  forfeit 
the  double  Value.  Plate  and  jewels  are,  in  our  age,  deemed  as  much  a  commodity 
as  any  other  merchandize,  and  fo  is  foreign  coin  and  bullion.  And,  in  faft,  the  on- 
ly folid  reafon  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  our  own  coin,  is  when  (like  our  crown 
pieces  at  prefent)  it  happens  to  be  too  weighty ;  for  it  would  be  imprafticable  to  be  continu« 
ally  altering  our  coins,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  current  prices  of  gold  and  filver  on  the 
continent.  Moreover,  notwithftanding  this  prohibition,  we  know  that  oui;  crown  pieces  are 
melted  down  and  carried  beyond  fea,  fo  that  very  few  are  to  be  feen  current ;  which  (hews 
that  it  is  the  intrinfic  value  alone  of  our  coins  which  is  at  all  times  regarded,  and  not  tlieir  no- 
minal value. 

From  this  year  we  may  properly  date  the  commencement  of  what  may  be  called  an  Englifli 
navy-royal,  that  is,  a  number  of  ftout  (hips  for  war,  aftually  belonging  to,  and  permanently 
cftabliflied  by  the  Engli(h  crown  for  national  defence ;  King  Henry  VIII.  being  the  firft  Eng- 
Ii&  King  who  effeftually  .purfued  this  plan,  and  for  that  end  firft  formed  a  royal  navy  office, 
with  commiffioners,  &c.  nearly  as  at  prefent.  He  muft,  Indeed,  be  allowed,  amidft  all  his 
Vol.  II.  D  mli 
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1512  wild  diffipations,  to  have  employed  great  fuais  of  money  on  his  marine  affairs,  as  well  for  the 
conftruftion  of  (hips  of  war,  as  of  docks,  yards,  wharfs,  ftorehoufes,  &c.  Before  his  time, 
there  was  no  permanent  navy-royal ;  but,  on  ordinary  occafions,  the  Cinque  Ports,  as  we  have 
already  fully  explained,  fupplied  the  crown  with  a  determined  number  of  fuch  forry  ftiips  as 
they  had  in  thofe  old  times  :  and  on  great  emergencies  we  have  alfo  feen,  that  all  the  maritime 
towns  of  the  kingdom  were  bound,  on  reafonablc  notice,  to  fend  their  quota  of'fliips  and 
mariners  for  a  determined  time,  commanded  either  by  the  King  or  his  Admiral ; — fuch  as  was 
the  fleet  of  King  Edward  III.  at  the  liege  of  Calais,  in  the  year  1347,  and  other  capital  expc- 
ditlons. 

Moreover,  Bilhop  Gibfon,  in  his  Additions  to  Camden's  Britannia,  obferves,  that  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  this  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  advancement  and  benefit  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  ere£ted  a  corporation  for  the  buiinefs  of  examining,  licenfing,  and  regulating 
pilots,  for  the  ordering  and  directing  of  beacoils,  lighthoufes,  buoys,  &c.  which  is  ftiled. 
The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  Houfe  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  has  proved  of  great  benefit  for 
acoomplifhing  the  valuable^  ends  of  its  founder.     Another  fociety,  for  the  fame  good  purpofes, 
he  afterwards  ere£led  at  Hull,  by  the  name  of  the  Trinity  Houfe  at  Hull ;  and  alfo  another  at 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  in  the  year  1537, — *'  Which  three  eftablilhments,"   fays  Hakluyt^ 
**  were  in  imitation  of  that  which  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  erefted  at  Seville  in  Spain  ; 
"  who,  obferving  the  n^ny  fhipwrecks  in  the  voyages  to  and  from  the  Weft,  Indies,  occafi- 
**  oncd  by  the  ignorance  of  feamen,  eftablifhcd,  at  the  Contra£tation  Houfe,  icfiutes  on  na- 
**  vigation,  and  a  pilot-major  for  the  examination  of  other  pilots  and  mariners : — he  alfo  di- 
**  refted  books  to  be  publiftied  on  that  fubjeft  for  the  ufe  ;of  his  mariners."     The  King,  by 
this  charter,  confirmed  to  the  Deptford  Trinity  Houfe  Society,  all  the  ancient  rights,  privi- 
leges, &c.  of  the  fbipmen  and  mariners  of  England,  and  their  feveral  poileffions  at  Deptford  ; 
though  the  time  of  its  particular  commencement  is  not  difcoverable  at  prefent.     This  corpo- 
ration, whofe  powers,  &c.  have  been  fince  confirmed  and  augmented  by  fuccecding  kings, 
have  alfo  the  power  of  appointing  pilots  for  the  King's  fhips,  and  for  examining  and  fixing 
their  wages,  and  for  certifying  their  qualifications,  and  thofe  of  the  mafters  of  fhips  of  war ; 
alfo  for  clearing  and  deepening  the  Thames  by  ballaft  hoys,  with  which  ballaft  they  fupply  the 
ihipping.     They  have  alfo  the  examination  of  the  forty  mathematical  boys  of  Chrift's  Hofpi- 
tal ;' — they  have  likewife  power  to  hear  and  determine  complaints  of  ofiicers  and  failors  in  the 
merchant  fervice  :  fo  that  this  corporation,  more  efpecially,  is  evidently  of  very  great  utility 
to  the  nation. 

.That  finery,  or  gaiety  of  apparel,  was  much  increafed  with  the  increafe  of  commerce  in 
England,  appears  from  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  vi. 
reciting  part  of  an  a/ft  of  the  twelfth  of  King  Edwaxd  IV.  (not  printed)  whereby  the  Ctiftom- 
houie  officers  are  prohibited  to  take  any  thing  whatever  for  ftamping  of  imported  cloth  of  gold, 
and  cloth  of  filver,  vaudekin,  velvet,  damafk,  fattin,  farcenet,  tariton,  camlet,  and  other  cloths, 
of  filk,  and  of  Glk  and  gold  and  filver.  It  is  in  this  new  z&  faid,  *^  that  many  times  the  mer- 
**  chants  do  import,  in  one  (hip  only,  three  or  four  thoufand  pieces  of  thofe  merchandize, 
*'  which"  fays  this  aS,  **  amounts  to  thirty  or  forty  pounds  to  thofe  officers,  thus  againft  law 
"  ftill  extorting  two  pence  for  the  fealing  of  each  piece.'* 

John  de  Solis,  failing  from  Spain  along  the  coaft  of  Brafil  fouthward,  firft  difcovers  the  great 
liver  which  they  named  De  la  Plata,  in  thirty-five  degrees  fouth  of  the  equator,  in  the  coun- 
try of  Paraguay. 

King 
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I J13  King  Henry  VIII.  bent  on  war  ^ainft  France,  (fays  Lord  Herbert,  p.  30,  in  his  Life  of 
that  Prince)  thought  fit,  in  the  firft  place,  to  clear  the  fea  of  the  French  navy.  He  therefore 
fcnt  out  his  fleet  toward  Breft,  confifting  of  forty-two  fail,  bcfide  lefler  barks,  without  fpecify- 
ing,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  (unlcfs,  indeed,  they  were  the  identical  fleet  of  that  year)  their 
tonnage,  guns,  or  rates ;  neither,  indeed,  with  refpeft  to  the  lad  can  we  conceive  that  the  rate  of 
fliips  had  been  as  yet,  nor  even  long  after  this  time,  brought  into  ufe  any  where  in  Europe : 
and  his  lordfhip,  probably,  would  have  given  pofterity  the  tonnage,  and  number  of  guns  on 
the  French  fide  alfo,  had  they  been  left  upon  record ;  but  either  fo  incurious,  or  elfe  fo  negli- 
gent, we  know  not  which  to  call  it,  were  the  hiflorians  of  thofe  times,  that  they  have  too  of- 
ten negleded  fuch  matters,  which,  in  our  day,  would  be  reckoned  unpardonable ;  whilft  they 
often,  with  tlie  greateft  exaAnefs,  entertain  us  with  a  tedious  detail  of  a  public  entry,  or  otlier 
trifling  fliew  or  cavalcade.  Mr.  Burchet,  however,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  acquaints  us,  that 
the  largeft  of  King  Henry's  fliips,  named  the  Regent,  which,  from  laft  year's  account,  we 
know  was  of  one  thoufand  tons  burden,  grappled  (before  Breft)  with  the  largeft  of  the  French 
(hips,  named  the  Cordeliere,  which  being  accidentally  fet  on  fire,  occafioned  both  thofe  ftiips 
to  be  confumed,  with  all  their  crews  ;  the  fight  of  which  fo  terrified  the  reft  of  the  French 
fleet,  which  had  juft  come  out  of  Breft  Harbour,  to  the  number  of  thirty-nine  ftiips,  that  they 
ail  retired  again  into  that  port,  and  fo  put  an  end  to  this  marine  campaign;  though  others 
give  a  very  different  account  of  this  matter,  and  reprefent  the  French  to  have  been  fuperior  to 
the  Englifh  fleet,  which,  after  lofing  their  Admiral  Howard,  was  forced  to  retire  home. 

About  this  time,  fays  Mezerai,  began  the  reign  of  the  Cherifs  in  Africa,  by  one  Mahomet 
Ben  Hertiet,  who  pretended  to  be  defcended  from  his  great  propliet ;  and  having  iknflified 
himfelf  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  by  a  tedious  and  long  folitude,  he  animated  tliem,  with  a 
furious  zeal,  to  make  war  on  the  Chriftians,  and  on  thofe  Moors  who  had  made  alliances  with 
them;  and,  through  the  affiftancc  of  his  two  fons,  he  conquered  the  kingdoms  of  Fez,  Mo- 
rocco, and  Tremifen. 

Under  the  year  15x1,  we  have  obferved,  from  Hakluyt,  that  the  Englifh  began  to  have 
fome  commerce  in  the  Levant  Sea.  Of  thi^  wo  have  now  an  authentic  confirmation  from  the 
thirteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  353,  where  we  find  King  Henry  VIII.  appointirtg  one 
Juftiniano  to  be  Matter,  Governor,  ProteAor,  or  Conful,  of  all  the  merchants,  or  other 
Englilh  fubjcAs  in  the  port  and  ifland  of  Scio,  or  Chios,  in  the  Archipelago,  ftill  poflefled  by 
the  Genocfe,  with  powers,  &€.  for  his  governing  them,  and  receiving  the  profits  of  his  fald 
oiBce.  This  ifle  lies  near  the  coaft  of  Lefler  Afia,  not  far  from  Smyrna,  and  is  celebrated  for 
the  drug  called  Maftic. 

The  fame  year,  King  Henry  VIII.  further  confirmed  the  privileges  of  the  Corrtpany  of 
Merchant-Adventurers  of  England,  with  refpeft  to  their  exportation  of  Englifli  wbollcn 
cloths,  &c. 

On  the  very  next  page  of  this  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  King  Hcnr}'  VIII. 
entering  into  a  league  with  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  King  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  and  Pope 
Leo  X.  againft  King  Louis  XII.  of  France,  under  the  fpecious  fhew  of  defending  the  Pope 
and  the  Church,  and  agreeing  to  allow  one  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns  for  fupporting  this 
pretended  holy  war.  And,  p.  381,  in  the  fame  year,  he  flipulatcs  to  pay  two  hundred  thou- 
fand crowns  to  Maximilian,  for  his  keeping  up  four  thoufand  horfe,  and  fiy.  thoufand  foot,  in 
the  Netherlands,  for  the  fame  purpofe  :  as  alfo  for  enabling  Henry's  gnrrifon  at  Tournay  to 
^fend  that  place  from  the  French. 

D  ^  A  ma* 
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151^  A  magazine  and  ftorchoufc  for  the  royal  navy  is  now  firft  crefted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  at 
Dlsptford,  near  London,  where  he  had  the  year  before  ereAed  the  Trinity  Houfe  Corporation; 
which  place  is  iince  become  a  large  town,  more  populous  than  many  of  our  Engliih  corpora- 
tion towns,  occafioned  by  the  noble  royal  docks,  ftorehoufes,  dockyards,  wharfs,  &c.  iince 
erefled  there^. 

King  Henry  VIII.  coniidering  how  far  the  river  Thames  was  cxpofed  to  infults  from  foreign 
enemies,  now  erefted  a  platform  of  cannon  at  Gravefend,  and  another  oppofite  to  it  on  the 
Eilex  ftiore,  where  Tilbury  Fort  was  afterwards  built.  He  likewife,  to  repair  the  lofs  of 
his  fine  fhip,  named  the  Regent,  already  mentioned,  caufed  another  to  be  built,  (fays  Hall's 
Chronicle)  which  was  fuch  an  one  as  had  never  before  been  fecn  in  England,  and  named  it 
the  Henry  Grace  Dieu ! 
1514  Guicciardini,  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Netherlands,  acquaints  us,  that  the  city  of  Ant* 
werp  being,  by  its  vaft  commerce,  greatly  enlarged  witli  new  buildings^  was  now  furronnded 
alfo  with  a  new  and  more  extenfive  wall,  being  the  fecond  that  had  been  built  rouhd  that 
city .. 

Notwkhftanding  the  preparations  made  in  the  preceding  year  for  a  confederate  and  pretend* 
ed  religious  war  againft  King  Louis  XIL  of  France,  yet  this  thirteenth  volume,  p.  412,  of  the 
Fcedera^  gives^  us  a  treaty  of  peace  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  him,  for  both  their 
lives,  comprehending  alfo  an  intcrcourfe  of  commerce  ;  whereby  it  was  ftipulated, 

**  I.  That  all  duties  or  burdens  on  commerce,  in  both  countries,  impofed  within  the  laft 
**-  fifty-two  years,  fhould  be  abfolutely  repealed. 

"  II.  And  that  all  foreign  merchants,  and  particularly  the  Venetians  and  Florentines, 
*^  flioold  be  at  full  liberty  to  fail  to  either  kingdom,  armed  or  unarmed,  with  their  (hips  and 
^  merchandize. 

III.  No  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal,  to  be  iflued  by  cither  of  the  contrafling  parties 

againft  any  but  the  principal  delinquents  and  their  efFe£ts  and  abettors,  and  not  even  againft 

thofe,  until  juftice  ihall  have  been  denied,  after  being  formally  demanded. 

IV.  In  another  article  of  this  treaty,  for  the  two  Kings  mutually  to  affift  each  other  with 
both  land  and  fea  forces  ;  the  affiftance  by  fca,  on  either  fide,  was  to  be  five  thoufand  armed 
men,.  **  with  ihips  fit  for  war,  cannon,  gunpowder,  ftones,  (iapidlbus/* — for  they  had  not  as  yet 
difcover-ed  the  fabrication  of  iron  bullets — ^  darts,  provifions,  arms,  and  other  neceflaries  for 
^'  war,  (uitable  to  the  number  of  men  above  fpecified»  at  the  expence  of  the  party  demanding 
^  fuch  affiftance.'*  But  here  is  no  fpecification  of  tlie  precife  number^  or  of  the  burden  of 
the  (hips. 

**  V.  Louis  obliges  himfelf  to  confirm  to  the  Ehgjifli  trading  at  Boardeaux,  all  the  privi- 
^  leges  and  immunities  granted  either  by  himfelf  or  his  predcceflbrs.  Kings  of  France." 

Uid^  p.  433,  we  learn,  that  the  four  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns,  ftipulated  for  the  mar* 
riage  portion  of  Mary,  fecond  daughter  of  the  late-King  Henry  VIL  to  be  married  to  King 
Louis  XII.  of  France,  fhould,  as  to  the  one  half  of  it,  go  towards  the  lady*s  equipage,  gold  and* 
filver  plate,  jewels,  cloaths,  &c.  and  the  other  half  of  that  portion  was  to  be  dedufted  out  of 
a  million  of  crowns,  which  Louis,  by  another  treaty  with  Henry,  of  this  fame  year,  fibid^ 
p.  428)  ftipulates  to  pay  him  in  fev^ral  payments,  for  his  deferting  the  confederacy,  already 
mentioned  to  have  been  formed  in  the  preceding  year  againft  Louis ;  although  the  plaufible 
pretence  for  this  ftipulation.  was  exprcffcdto  bc„  for  fcvexal  old  claims  of  the,  crown  of  England 
on  that  of  France. 

t  fo 
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15^4  In  vol.  xiii.  p.  470,  of  the  Fcedcra,  we  may  obfcrvc,  that  a  fmall  fum  ftiU  went  a  great  way^- 
For  King  Henry  VIII.  in  this  fame  year  1514,  makes  not  a  little  parade  of  his  granting  an 
annuity  of  twenty  pounds  for  the  life  of  Dame  Jane  Guldeford,  widow  of  Sir  Richard,  *'  in 
**  confidcration  of  her  great  and  faithful  fervices  to  his  father  and  mother.  King  Henry  VII. 
^  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  his  two  fillers,  the  Queens  of  France  and  Scotland,  and  to  him- 
*•  felf."  This  twenty  pounds  was  equal  in  quantity  to  thirty  pounds  of  modern  money  ;  and 
if  wheat  was  no  cheaper  than  in  the  year  152 1,  viz.  twenty  (hillings  per  quarter,  or  thirty 
(hillings  of  our  money,  then  the  rate  of  living  at  this  time  was  about,  or  rather  more  than,, 
twice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 

In  the  year  alfo,  and  in  the  volume  and  page  above  quoted,  we  fee  the  form  of  a  manumif-<^- 
fion,  or  of  freedom,  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  two  perfons,  viz. 

**  Whereas,  originally  God  created  all  men  free;  but  afterward  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
"  nations  fubjcfted  fome  under  the  yoke  of  fervitude  ; — we  think  it  pious  and  meritorious^ 
"  with  God,  to  make  certain  perfons  abfolutcly  free  from  fervitude,  who  are  at  prefent  under 
"  viilenage  to  us.  Wherefore,  we  do  now  accordingly  manumit  and  free  from  the  yoke  of 
"  fervitude,  Henry  Knight,  a  taylor,  and  John  Erie,  a  hufbandmen,  our  natives,  (/.  e.  our 
**  flaves)  as  being  born  in  our  manor  of  Stoke-Clymmyflande,  in  our  county  of  Cornwall^ , 
**  together  with  all  their  iflfue  born,  or  hereafter  to  be  born,  and  all  tlieir  goods,  chattels  and 
"  lands  already  acquired,  or  hereafter  to  be  acquired  by  them  ;  fo  as  the  faid  two  perfons,  with 
*•  their  iffue,  (hall  henceforth  be  deemed  by  us  and  our  heirs  free,  and  of  free  condition.** ' 

Thus  we  fee  that  this  (lavi(h  cuftom  of  manors  was  ftill  kept  up  in  England,  though,  in 
moft  other  refpefts,  much  altered  for  the  better.     See  the  antiquity,  &c.  of  villenagc  under" 
the  year  600,.  and  alfo  a  preceding  manumiflion  in  the  year  1338. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Chronicon  Preciofum  makes  a  mafter  (hipwright*s  daily  pay,  with  his 
diet,  to  be  five  pence,  and  without  diet,  feven  pence,  an  hewer,  with  diet,  four  pence,  and 
without  diet,  fix  pence,  and  an  able  clincher  the  fame.     Whereby  it  appears  that  living  thcn^^ 
was  ftill  twice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 
1515      As  we  have  fecn  that  England,  five  years  previous  to  this  time,  had  neither  falads,  cab- 
bages, turnips,  nor  carrots,  but  what  were  fent  from  the  Netherlands,  it  is  natural  enough^ 
|p  fuppofe,  that  Denmark  was  ftill  later   in  thofe  improvements.     King  Chriftian  II.  in 
this  year  1515,  marrying  Ifabella,  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth's  fifter,  fent  for  a  parcel  of 
Netherlanders,  her  country-folks,  whom  he  fettled  in  the  little  ifle  Amagria,  or  Amager,  in* 
the  vicinity^of  Copenhagen  j  where  they  built  a  town  called  Hollander-dorp,  and  not  only  im*  * 
proved  the  Danes  in  gardening,  cookery,  &c.  but  alfo  in  trade  and  manufa£tures. 

Meurfius,  in  his  Hiftoria  Danica,  lib.  iii.  obTerves,  that  the  Danes  had,  for  a  long  time, . 
complained  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Hans-towns  in  commercial  matters;  and  parti- 
cularly, that  when  they  carried  their  merchandize  to  thofe  towns  for  (ale,  the  Danes  were  not  • 
permitted  to  a(k  what  price  they  thought  fit  for  the  fame ;  but  that  the  Magiftrates  of  thofe 
Hans-towns  a(rumed  a  power  of  arbitrarily  fetting  a  fixed  price  thereon  ;  and  thofe  Magiftrates . 
Ving  generally  merchants  thcmfelves,  took  great  advantage  thereof,  fo  that  the  Danes  were  • 
frequently  obliged  to  fell  at  a  lofing  price,  as  they  were  not  permitted  to  re-export  their  mer^  ■ 
chandize  from  thofe  towns,  after  they  had  once  expofcd  it  to  (ale ;  but  at  beft,  if  not  compel- 
pcUed  to  fell  it  at  the  price  firft  fixed  or  o(Fered,  they  had  no  other  remedy  but  to  lodge. them 
in  the  citizens  warehoufes  till  the  prices  (hould  change  in  their  favour.     The  great  quantity,^ 
moreover,  of  coro^.  butter,  fi(h,  &c«  thereby  carried  out.  of  Denmark,  rendering  provifions 

much* 
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1515  much  dearer,  and  diftreffing  the.  poor  ;  this  King  therefore  direftcd,  that,  for  the  future,  all 
fuch  merchandize  fhould  be  expofed  to  falc  folely  at  Copenhagen,  whither  alfo  he  brought  the 
richeft  merchants  from  other  parts  of  his  dominions. — Thus  this  Prince,  Chriftiern  II.  though 
in  otlicr  refpefis  a  cruel  tyrant,  (for  which  he  was  expelled  and  depofed)  brought  Copenhagen 
to  be  the  emporium  or  flaple  for  all  Danifli  merchandize,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  Van* 
dalic  Hans-towns,  viz.  Lubeck,  Wifmar,  Roftock,  Straelfund,  Stetin,  &c. — This  was  one 
great  blow  to  the  commerce  of  the  Hans-towns,  whofe  arbitrary  proceedings  induced  other 
princes  and  flates  to  adopt  fimilar  meafures  ;  and  as  men  grew  wifer  by  experience,  it  alfo  put 
them  upon  cflablifhing  manufadures  and  other  branches  of  commerce  at  home,  whidi  gradu- 
ally brought  on  the  further  decay  of  thofe  Hans-towns. 

In  England  new  meafures  were  projefted  for  the  further  'prevention  of  frauds  in  the  ma- 
nufafture  of  woollen  cloths  ;  and,  by  two  ftatutes,  (cap.  viii.  and  ix.)  the  weight  of  thofe 
cloths  is  direfted  to  be  afcertained,  and  orders  made  to  prevent  ftretching  in  their  meafure,  as 
tsrell  as  ihrinking  ;  and  other  regulations  touching  the  wool,  yarn,  &c.  And  Blackwell  Hall 
is  firfl  named  therein,  as  a  repofltory  for  woollen  clotlis  ; — though  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  its  firfl  eflablifliment  was  at  a  itiuch  earlier  period. 

In  vol.  xiii.  p.  525,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  promiflbry  obligation  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  then  a  prifoner  to  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  to  Cardinal  Wolfey,  of  ten 
thoufand  ducats  per  annum,  during  the  life  of  his  mafter  the  Duke : — **  The  firfl  payment  to 
**  be  made  when  the  faid  Duke  fhall  be  delivered  from  his  French  troubles,  and  be  fixed  in 
his  faid  dominions. — And  the  cardinal  fhall  promife,  that  there  fhall  be  a  perpetual  and  in- 
violable friendfhip  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  his  faid  mafler." 

This  is  fo  remarkable  a  tranfaftion,  that  though  it  does  not  properly  relate  to  our  general 
fubjeft,  we  thought  it  worth  remarking ;  cfpecially  as  it  is  too  fhort,  to  interrupt  our  general 
fubjeft.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  the  French  King  Francis,  both  paid  the  Cardinal  an- 
nual penfions,  viz.  tlie  former  three  thoufand  pounds  Flemifh,  and  the  latter  twelve  thoufand 
livrcs. 

In  volume  thirteen,  p.  476,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  was 
concluded  between  King  Henry  VIIL  and  King  Francis  I.  in  much  the  fame  terms  as  that  al- 
ready named  in  the  year  1514,  with  Louis  XII.  now  dead,  viz.  for  both  their  lives,  and  one  year 
after,  (the  common  manner  of  treating  in  thofe  times)  with  an  additional  claufe  againfl  the 
permitting  of  privateers  of  either  nation  tp  fet  fail,  without  giving  fecurity  not  to  injure  any 
of  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  contrafting  party,  and  not  permit  them  to  fell  their  booty  in  the 
ports  of  either  party,  nor  to  fupply  then^  with  provifions. 

Ibid.  p.  493,  King  Henry  VIII.  having  complained  to  tlie  States  of  Genoa,  who  were  flill 
fovereigns  of  the  ifle  of  Scio,  againfl  the  new  duty  laid  on  the  merchandize  of  his  fubjefts 
there  ;  the  Senate  did  not  reply  thereto  until  the  year  151 7,  when  they,  in  fubflance,  acquaint- 
ed the  King,  **  That  the  heavy  annual  tribute  which  the  flate  of  Genoa  is  obliged  to  pay  to 
*•  the  Grand  Seignior,  for  being  permitted  to  remain  in  the  poflefTion  of  the  ifle  of  Scio,  oc- 
**  caiions  their  impofing  the  duty  or  toll  which  his  fubjefts  complain  of:  wherefore  they  hum- 
**  bly  hope  his  Majefly  will  not  any  toore  liflen  to  the  complaints  of  his  fubjefts  there,  fincc 
<'  they  are  no  higher  taxed  than  the  other  inhabitants." — They  add,  "  that  by  the  faid  griev- 
''*  ous  annual  tribute  to  the  Turks,  they  have  contrafted  a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 

**  thoufand 
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15  »S  "  thoufand  ducats,  which  they  can  no  otherwife  difchargc  but  by  thofc  aew  tolls  or  duties." 
— Fceder,a,  vol.  xiii.  p.  589. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  520,  of  the  Foedcra,  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and  intercourfe  of  com- 
merce was  concluded  between  King  Henry  Vlll.  and  King  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  for  hira- 
felf  as  King  of  Arragon^  and  alfo  as  adminiArator  of  the  perfon  and  dominions  of  ^ his  daugh- 
ter Joanna,.  Queen  of  Cadile,  &c.  the  principal  fubjeft  of  which  is  the  fame  with  thatof  for- 
mer treaties  with  Spain  ;  with  this  addition,  '*  That  in  cafe  the  (hips  of  either  party  fhould 

thereafter  chance  to  be  wrecked  on  the  coafts  of  the  other  party,  the  Magiftrates  Ihould  fe- 

cure  and  fequeftrate  the  goods,  &c.  of  fuch  wreck  for  tlic  proprietors,  if  within  twenty 
•*■  months  they  (hould  make  out  their  claim  thereunto;  and  perifhable  merchandize fhould  be 

fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  right  owners  :  but  if  no  claim  be  made  witliin  twenty  months,. 

then  the  laws  of  the  country,  where  fuch  wreck  (hall  happen,  are  to  take  place,'* 

Under  this  fagacious  King,  Francis  1.  of  France,  who  came  to  the  crown  in  this  year, 
and  reigned  till  the  year  1547,  Voltaire,  in  his  EflTay  on  the  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  fays, 
**  That  trade,  navigation,  learning,  and  all  the  arts  took  their  rife,  but  were  all  burled  with 
*«  him." 
1516  In  this  year  King  Ferdinand,  furnamed  the  Catholic,  departed  this  lifo  at  Madrid,  which 
place  (fays  Guicciardini,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  in  Italy)  was  then  but  an  obfcure  village, 
Spain,  before  the  union  of  its  feveral  kingdoms,  had  naturally  as  many  different  capitals  as 
kingdoms;  but  by  its  becoming  the  ufual  refidence  of  Ferdinand's  fucceflbrs,  Madrid,  thought 
ftill  an. open  town  without  walls,  'is  become  a  very  great  city. 

In  Hakluyt's  third  volume  of  Voyages,  p.  489,  he  mentions  a  voyage  made  this  year  by  Sir 
Thomas  Port,  Vice- Admiral  of  England,  and  Scbaflian  Cabot,  from  England  to  the  coafts 
of  Brafil,  and  other  parts  of  South  America,  by  order  of  King  Henry  VIII.  yet  he  gives  us 
.   no  particulars  of  it. 

In  many  different  periods,  we  find  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorians  almoft  conftantly  complaining, 
and  particularly  the  Lubeckcrs,  of  the  violences  cooamitted  by  the  Danes.     For  inftance,  in 
the  year  1507,  the  King  of  Denmark,  jufk  after  having  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Hans-towns, 
£eized  on  nine-  Lubeck  merchant  (hips,  richly  laden  from  Riga.     On  the  otlier  hand,  the 
Dani(h  hiftorians  paint  the  Hans-towns,  and  efpecially  Lubeck,  in  very  odious  colours,  and. 
as  being  the  continual  and  implacable  enemy  of  Denmark:  but,  as  at  this  didanceof  time,  we 
are  not  well  able  to  judge  of  the  grounds  of  many  of  their  quarrels,  Cnce  both  fides  fet  off  their 
own  caufe  to  their  refpeftive  advantage,  we  (hall  not  determine  upon  the  matter,  any  further- 
than  hiftorically  to  relate,  that  this  remarkable  fcizure  produced  an  eight-years  war  between 
them,  which  did  not  end  till  this  year  1516 ; — during  which  fpace  the  city  of  Hamburgh  alone 
carried  on  a  trade  with  Norway  and  Denmsu-k,  without  any  regard  to  Lubeck,  and  the  other 
Vandalic  cities  at  war  with  that  crown  ;  by  which  attention  to  its  inajerefts,  and  by  its  trade 
with  England  and  the  Netherlands,  (fays  tlie  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  Angelius  a  Werdenhagen, 
vol.  i.  part  3,  cap.  17)  Hamburgh  very  greatly  increafed  in  wealth  and  profpcrity. 

We  have,  in  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  533,  of  the  Foedera,  a  renewal  of  the  i«teroourfe  of 
commerce  between  England  and  Charles,  fovercign  of  tlic  Netherlands. 

And  in  p.  539,  that  intercourfe  was  renewed  for  five  years  to  come,  when  it  was  further 
ftipulated, 

I.  That  the  Englifh,  carrying  their  merchandize  to  Antwerp^  which  is  m  the  province 

of  Brabant,  (hall  not  there  be  obliged  to  pay  the  tolls  of  Zealand  ;  neither,  when  tfaey  carry 

their 
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1516  "  their  merchandize  to"Bcrgcn-op-2ootn/'  (it  is  Berghes  in  the  original,  and  may  poflibly  be 
iateaided  for  Mons,  the  Dutch  name  of  that  city)  **  or  to  Middclburg,  fhall  thejr  be  obliged 
•  *^  to  pay  the  tolls  of  Brabant,  but  folely  thofc  of  Zealand. 

•**  II.  That  the  merchants  of  either  country  (hall  not  make  by-laws  and  ftatutes^  amongft 

^*  themfclves,  for  agreeing  not  to  buy  the  goods  of  certain  towns  or  perfons  of  the  other 

**  country  ;  neither  IhaU  cither  fide  fct  a  fixed  price  on  the  merchandize  of  the  other  fide,  at 

^*  their  fairs  and  markets,  but  all  perfons  Ihall  be  free  on  both  fides,  to  buy  and  fell  as  they 

**  beft  can. 

**  III.  Laftly,  within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  a  formal  congrefs  (hall  be  held,  for 
**  terminatingof  all  complaints  of  the  fubjefts  of  both  princes,  either  general  or  patticular, 
"  relating  to  tolls,  cuftoms,  the  ftaple,  &c." 

Thus  were  the  traders  of  England  and  the  Netherlands  perpetually  complaining  and  treat- 
ing about  grievances  ;  and  yet  both  parties  found  it  their  intereft  to  go  on  trading  with  eacH 
other,  as  we  have  before  rc^marked. 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  famous  monarchy  of  the  Mamelukes  in  Egypt,  after  It  had  lafted 
upwards  of  three  hundred  years.  It  feems,  thatCampfon  Gaurus,  their  fifteenth  monarch  or 
fultan,  had,  about  or  foon  after  the  year  1501,  unhappily  joined  with  Ifmael,  Sophy  of  Perfia, 
againft  Selim  I.  the  Turki(h  emperor,  who  proved  too  hard  for  them  both,  and  found  means 
to  dethrone  and  kill  Tonombeius,  the  fon  of  Campfon  Gaurus.  The  Mamalukes,  however, 
made  a  refiftance  to  the  power  of  Selim  for  fome  years  after ;  yet  he  at  length  reduced,  fir(t, 
the  port  towns  of  Syria,  as  Tripoli,  Sidon,  &c.  and  next  the  city  of  Damafcus.  Laftly,  he 
fubjefted  the  entire  country  of  Egypt,  after  taking  the  vaft  city  of  Cairo,  in  this  year  1516. 
This  was  a  great  blow  to  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Eaft,  by  throwing  two  fuch  noble  coun- 
tries as  Syria  and  Egypt  into  the  fcale  of  the  Turki(h  empire,  already  too  ponderous  ;  fo  that 
the  Sultans  were,  for  the  future,  the  more  enabled  to  give  tlie  law  in  the  Levant  feas,  and  to 
diftrefs  the  commerce  and  territories  of  Venice  and  Genoa  in  thofe  parts,  as  tbey  foon  after 
efFe&ually  did.  It  alfo  gave  them  the  dominion  of  both  fides  of  th6  Red  Sea,  and  down  fouth 
weft  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  without  that  fca,  and  fouth  eaft  on  the  Arabian  (hore.  It  likewife 
gave  the  Turks  the  means  of  going  by  fea  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
Portuguefe  in  thofe  parts,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  hiftories  of  their  Indian  conquefts. 

Under  the  year  1489,  we  have  exhibited  my  Lord  Bacon's  folid  reafons  for  a  law  made  in 
that  year,  (fourth  Henry  vii.  cap.  19)  **  againft  decaying  of  houfes  of  hu(bandry,  or  not  lay* 
**  ing  of  convenient  land  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fame,"  to  which  therefore  we  now  refer 
the  reader.  The  fame  evil,  it  feems,  ftill  prevailed  ; — that  is,  much  arable  land  was  inclofed 
and  turned  into  pafture.  A  frefti  law  therefore  was  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  King  Henry 
VIII.  cap.  V.  importing,  "  that  whofoever  decayeth  any  town  or  houfe  of  hu(bandry,  or  doth 
^*  convert* tillage  into  pafture,  (hall  forfeit  to  the  Lord  of  the  Fee  half  the  profits  thereof." 
Yet  this  not  being  thought  fufficicnt,  the  very  next  (/.  r.  the  prefent)  year,  an  a£l  of  the  fe- 
venth  of  this  King,  cap.  i.  was  made  **  That  if  any  perfon  (hall  decay  a  town,  a  haralet,  or 

houfe  of  hu(bandry,  or  convert  tillage  into  pafture,  the  immediate  Lord  of  the  Fee  (hall 

have  the  moiety  of  the  offender's  land  unti*  the  offence  be  reformed,"  which  title  of  the  aft 
.is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  although  we  have  nothing  but  the  titles  of  all 
the  three  in  the  printed  afts,  yet  they  fufficien  'y  (hew  the  humour  of  people  in  thofe  times 
in  favour  of  pafturage,  ^md  the  fenfe  which  the  legiflature  had  of  the  danger  of  fuffering  it  to 
increafe. 

The 
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1516  The  city  of  Antwerp  conftantly  incrcafing  in  wealth  and  commerce,  and  the  city  of  Bruges 
as  conftantly  declining,  fuch  foreign  merchants,  as  had  not  before  quitted  the  latter  city,  re- 
moved in  this  year  1516,  to  Antwerp;  tlie  Englifli  had  removed  thither  in  the  preceding  year  : 
fo  there  now  only  remained  a  few  Spaniards  at  Bruges ;  yet  the  ftaple  for  Englifli  wool  was 
not  as  yet  removed  thence. 

Wc  have  fecn,  under  the  year  1509,  that  King  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  by  erefting  a  fort 
on  the  fmall  ifle  fronting  the  city  of  Algiers,  kept  the  Algerines  from  piratical  excurfions  till 
his  death,  which  happened  in  this  year  15 16.  On  which  event  they  took  frcfli  courage,  and 
to  get  rid  of  the  Spaniards  almoft  at  any  rate,  called  in  to  their  aid  the  famous  B^rbarofia,  who, 
in  the  year  1504,  had  been  the  firft  of  any  Levantine  or  Turkifli  pirate  that  ventured  to  cruize 
fo  far  weft  as  the  coafts  of  Italy  and  Spain  ;  the  piratical  cruizing  on  which  coafts  having  been 
till  then  folely  carried  on  by  the  Moors  of  the  Barbary  Shores,  who  hitherto  had  no  depend- 
ance  on,  nor  connexion  with  the  Ottoman  Porte  or  Levantine  Turks.  But  Barbarofta's  un- 
daunted courage  and  fteady  conduft  gained  him  fuch  fame  and  conquefts,  that,  from  a  fmall 
lingle  galliot,  he  arrived  to  the  command  of  a  large  fquadron  or  fleet;  and,  from  having  been 
a  potter's  fon,  came  at  length  to  be  King  of  Algiers,  after  having,  before  this  year,  obtained 
the  fovcreignty  of  a  fmaller  dominion  on  the  fame  coaft  of  Barbary.  Barbarofla  joyfully  ac- 
cepted of  the  invitation  of.  the  Algerines.  We  have  feen,  that  moft  of  the  Moors,  who  had 
been  expelled  from  Spain,  after  the  conqueft  of  Granada,  in  the  year  1492,  had  fettled  in  the 
Moorifh  towns  of  the  oppofite  Ihore  of  Barbary,  where  they  vowed  irrcconcileable  enmity  and 
revenge  againft  Spain  ;  and,  for  thofe  ends,  kept  a  dangerous,  but  very  private,  correfpondencc 
with  fuch  Moors  as  ftill  remained  in  Spain,  many  of  whom  they  fecretly  drew  over  to  Bar- 
bary. It  was  now  therefore  much  eafier  for  Barbarofla  to  gain  the  fovercignty  at  Algiers, 
more  efpecially  as  he  had  got  with  him  above  one  thoufand  Levantine  Turks,  who,  having 
heard  of  his  fucceflfes,  flocked  to  fervc  under  him  ;  and  as  they  were,  from  time  to  time,  re* 
inforced  by  more  of  their  countrymen,  they  there  kept  the  city  of  Algiers  in  perpetual  awe  ; 
and  thus  he  aftually  was  inaugurated  King  of  the  city  and  territory  of  Algiers. 

1517  King  Charles  of  Spain,  however,  now  fends  out  a  fleet,  and  a  land  army  of  above  ten  thou- 
fand men,  for  the  attack  of  Algiers,  and  for  reftoring  of  their  young  King,  Salem's  Ton ;  yet, 
by  the  conduft  of  Barbarofli  within  that  city,  and  the  tempeft  they  met  with  on  tlic  fea,  both 
fleet  and  army  were  almoft  all  deftroyed.  And  thus  did  Barbarofla  firft  introduce  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  Turks  into  that  part  of  Barbary  ;  although,  during  his  own  life,  be  never 
owned  any  fuch  dependence  on  the  Grand  Seignior  as  the  Deys  of  Algiers  acknowledged  after- 
wards ;  yet,  as  Barbarofla  was,  the  fame  year,  purfued  by  the  Spanifli  Governor  of  Oran,  in 
his  flight  from  Tremifen,  he  was  on  that  occafion  flain :  whereupon,  the  Algerines  elcfted 
Heyradin,  BarbaroflTa's  brotlier,  for  their  King.  He  was  the  firft  who  direftly  put  himfelf 
and  fubjefts  under  the  proteftion  of  the  JDttoman  Porte,  who  very  gladly  granted  it,  aiid  fent 
two  thoufand  Janiflaries  with  a  commiflion  to  Heyradin,  conftituting  him  the  Grand  iSeig- 
nior's  Baffa  or  Vice-Roy  of  Algiers,  as  the  m.oft  probable  means,  in  Heyradin's  opinion,  for 
protcfting  Algiers  from  the  attacks  of  Spain. 

Four  Portuguefe  fliips,.  attended  by  four  Malayan  fliips,  fail  from  Malacca  for  China,  with 
an  ambaflador  for  the  Chinefc  Emperor,  who  journeyed  from  Canton  to  Pckin,  all  the  way 
over  land. 

The  firft  account  wc  have  of  tlie  grand  cod  fifliery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  was  in 

this  year,  when,  according  to  Hakluyt's  third  volume,  p,  499,  but  Hcrrera  fays  two  years 

Vol.  II.  E  later, 
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1517  later,  an  Engliih  fhip  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  arrived  at  the  illand  of  Porto  Rico»  pre- 
tending fhe  came  witli  a,nother  to  difcover  a  paflage  to  Cathay,  and  had  been  at  Newfound- 
land, where  there  were  fifty  Spanifh,  French,  and  Portugtiefe  (hips  on  the  fifliery.  From 
thence  the  faid  fhip  failed  for  Hifpaniola,  but  being  fired  at  from  the  caftle,  it  returned  to 
Porto  Rico ;  and  after  its  departure  from  that  ifland  was  never  heard  of  more. 

So  great  an  event,  and  fo  fraught  with  fuch  interefling  confequences,  as  the  reformation  of 
a  great  part  of  Chriflendom  from  popery  to  proteftantifm,  cannot  altogether  be  pailed  over  in 
iilence  for  many  obvious  reafons  ;  yet,  as  ecclefiailical  hiftory  is  not  our  province,  it  will  be 
fufficient  for  us  briefly  to  obferve,  under  this  year  151 7,  that  Pope  Leo  X.  being,  or  fceming 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  conqueft  of  Syria  and  Elgypt  from  the  Mamalukes,  by  Selim  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  related  under  the  preceding  year,  publifhed  acrufade  againft  tlie  Turks;  and,  for 
that  apparent  end,  publifhed  his  indulgences  all  over  Chriftendom,  which  were  fo  (hamcfully 
difpofcd  of  in  Germany,  that  the  benefit  of  them  were  even  to  extend  to  the  dead,  whofe 
fouU,  upon  payment  by  their  heirs,  &c,  of  afum  of  money,  were  immediately  to  be  redeem- 
ed out  of  purgatory  :  and  Guicciardini,  in  his  wars  of  Italy,  relates,  that  thofc  powers  for  re- 
leafing  of  fouls  out  of  purgatory  were  openly  played  for  in  taverns.  Which  fcandalous  pro- 
ceedings excited  Martin  Luther,  a  monk,  and  profefTor  of  divinity  at  Wirtemburg  in  Saxony, 
to  attack  the  papal  power,  and  being  fupported  in  that  defign  by  Frederick,  Eleftor  of  Saxony, 
&c.  a  reformation  of  religion  was  gradually  brought  about  in  feveral  kingdoms  and  flates  of 
Europe.  Which  great  event  has  proved  very  beneficial  to  thofe  particular  countries  wherein 
proteflantifm  has  been  firmly  eflablilhed  ;  fince,  by  fupprefSng  the  idle  drones  in  the  convents, 
and  putting  a  flop  to  the  great  fums  annually  remitted  to  Rome,  and  carried  to  other  parts  for 
pilgrimages,  &c.  their  people  are  more  increafed  and  more  profitably  employed  for  the  general 
benefit ;  while  their  money,  before  fo  unworthily  difTipated,  is  now  employed  in  trade  and 
commerce.  Much  more  might  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  to  fhew  the  many  benefits  which  have 
accrued  to  thofe  particular  countries  which  embraced  the  reformation  of  religion  ;  but  as  thefc 
general  remarks  may  be  fufficient  for  our  prefcnt  parpofe,  we  fhall  leave  our  readers  to  fupply 
the  reft,  as  their  feveral  inclinations  (hall  direft  them. 

1518  On  May-day,  1518,  there  was  a  fhameful  riot  committed,  fays  Hall  in  his  Life  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  p.  62,  by  the  London  apprentices,  fervants,  watermen,  and  priefts,  againft  foreign- 
ers, by  pulling  down  and  rifling  their  houfes,  &c.  The  complaints  againft  them  were, 
«•  That  there  were  fuch  numbers  of  them  employed  as  artificers,  that  the  Englifh  could  get  no 
*«  work — That  the  Englifh  merchants  had  little  to  do,  by  reafon  the  merchant-ftrangers  bring 
«*  inallfilks,  cloths  of  gold,  wine,  oil,  iron,  &c.  that  no  man  almoft  buyeth  of  an  Englifh - 
*«  man — They  alfo  export  fo  much  wool,  tin,  and  lead,  that  Englifh  adventurers  can  have  no 
*'  living — That  foreigners  compafs  the  city  round  about,  in  Southwark,  Weftminftcr,  Tem- 
<«  pie-bar,  Holborn,  St.  Martins  Le  Grand,  St.  John's-ftrcct,  Aldgate,  Tower-hill,  and  St. 
•«  Catherines ;  and  they  foreftall  the  market,  fo  that  no  good  thing  for  them  cometh  to  the 
"  market,  which  are  the  caufes  that  Englifhmen  want  and  ftarve,  whilft  foreigners  live  in 
**  abundance  and  plcafure — That  the  Dutchmen  bring  over  iron,  timber,  and  leather  ready 
<*  manufaftured,  and  nails,  locks,  bafkets,  cupboards,  ftools,  tables,  chefts,  girdles,  faddles, 
**  and  painted  cloths."  Thefe  accufations  throw  fome  light  on  the  commercial  condition  of 
London  at  this  time.  "  Dr.  Bele's  Spital  fermon  on  Eaftcr  Tuefday  had  greatly  increafed  the 
**  people's  jcalotify  of  foreigners.  I  faw,  (faid  John  Lincoln,  the  chief  inftigator  of  the  peo- 
'•pie)  on  a  Sunday  this  Lent,  fix  hundred  foreigners  fhooting  at  the  poppinjay  with  crofs 

t  .  «i  bows.'* 
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15 18  "  bows."  This  riot  was  over  by  dawn  of  day,  called  Evil  May-day,  Several  of  thofe  rioters 
were  hanged,  and  the  King  pardoned  the  reft.  The  pretended  crimes  of  thofe  foreigners 
were  probably  their  working  cheaper,  and  being  more  induftrious  than  our  own  people,  whofe 
exclufive  privileges  within  the  city,  kept  the  foreigners  in  thofe  out-parts  already  nam,ed  out 
of  the  freedom ;  thereby  getting  much  of  the  trade,  &c.  from  the  freemen. 

A  treaty  was  now  concluded  between  King  Henry  VIIL  and  Francis  I.  the  French  King, 
for  the  marriage  of  Mary,  Henry's  daughter,  with  the  Dauphin  of  France,  wherein  Henry 
ftipulates  to  pay  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  crowns,  of  thirty-five  fols  tournois  each, 
as  the  lady's  portion  ;  but  it  did  not  take  place.     Fcedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  632. 

And,  in  the  fame  page  of  the  fame  work,  we  have  a  treaty,  in  which  Henry .  ftipulates  to 
deliver  up  to  Francis  the  city  and  territory  of  Tournay,  with  Mortagne  and  St.  Amande ;  for 
which  Francis  agrees  to  pay  him  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  of  thirty-five  fols  tournois 
each,  at  feveral  diftant  payments. 

By  the  following  commercial,  or  rather  maritime  or  mariixc  treaty,  in  the  fame  thirteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedcra,  p.  649,  between  King  Henry  VIH.  and  King  Francis  I.  the  title  of 
which  is  Traffatus  Depredatlonis^  it  appears  that  there  wer«,  in  thofe  times,  many  violences, 
robberies,  and  piracies  committed  on  the  feas  of  Europe.  For  the  prevention  whereof  it  was 
now  ftipulated, 

*'  I.  That,  at  London,  the  Admiral,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  for  England; 
''  and  at  Rouen,  the  like  officers  for  France;  fhould  reciprocally  be  the  judges  of  fuch  enor* 
"  mities. 

m 

**  n.  The  fecurity  which  matters  and  owners  of  fhips  gave,  by  former  treaties,  on  their 
**  fctting  fail,  not  to  injure  the  fubjeds  of  the  other  contrafting  party  on  the  feas  or  in  port, 
*'  was,  by  this  treaty,  made  general,  viz.  that  they  fhould  not  injure  any  nation  whatever. 

**  III,  Ships,  on  their  return  home,  are  to  undergo  a  ftrift  examination,  and  to  givea  juft 
•*  account  how  they  come  by  any  (hips,  merchandize,  or  prifoners,  which  they  may  here- 
**  after  bring  home  by  way  of  booty." 

e^  Since  all  the  powers  of  Europe  have  adopted  the  mode  of  keeping  up  both  a  ftanding 
maritime  and  land  force  even  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  in  war,  fuch  piratical  violences 
araongft  nations  in  amity  are  ceafed,  becaufe  they  would  be  fo  eafily  detefVed',  and  fo  fpeedily 
punifhed. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that,  in  alraoft  all  the  general  treaties  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  for  about  one  hundred  years  backward  from  this  time,  England,  along  with 
fuch  other  powers  as  are  comprehended  by  her  in  thofe  treaties,  generally  has  comprehended, 
as  the  now  exprefsly  comprehends,  the  community  and  Society  of  the  Teutonic  Hans,  com^ 
mumtas  et  focietas  Han  fa  T'eutonica, 

We  may  alfo  remark,  that  King  Henry  VIII.  was  the  firft  King  of  England  that  had  any 
correfpondence  with  the  Swifs  Cantons,  whom  he  therefore  generally  comprehends  in  his 
treaties,  tinder  the  title  of  the  Helvetic  Lords,  f Domini  Helvctii^  Jive  Suete^esJ 

In  this  year,  according  to  Thuanus,  lib.  51.  **  fourteen  of  the  Hans-towns  were  cut  off 
«*  from  their  general  confederacy,"  for  irregularities,  doubtlefs,  in  their  conduft.  He  adds, 
however,  •*  that  there  ilill  remained,  till  his  time,  fixty-fix  cities  in  that  confederacy,  viz. 
"  fix  Vandalic  ciiies,  eight  of  Pomerania,  fix  of  Pruffia,  three  of  Livonia,  thirteen  Saxon 
••  cities,  ten  of  Weftphalia,  feven  of  Clcves  or  Marck,  three  of  O very flcl,  fevcn  of  Guelder- 
••  land,  and  three 'of  Fricfland."      By  which  account,  tlierc  muft  have  been  in  all  eighty 

E  2  Hans-towns 
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1518  Hans-towns  in  that  confederacy;  yet  we  have  fccn  that  their  own  hiftoriographcr,  Werdea- 
hagen,  makes  but  fixty-four  cities,  who  ever  paid  annual  contributions  for  the  expcnce  of 
that  confederacy.     See  the  year  1370. 

In  the  fourth  Parliament  of  King  James  V.  the  Scotifh  Parliament  paflcd  an  aft,  with  pro- 
per penalties,  againft  thofe  who  negleft  to  plant  woods,  hedges,  and  fences  ;  tliough  this,  like 
former  laws  for  the  fame  purpofc,  has  never  been  well  executed,  even  to  tlic  prefent  times  i 
but  they  arc  in  our  days  fetting  efFeftually,  though  but  gradually,  about  what  their  own  fta- 
tutes  long  fince  enjoined  them  to  do. 

1519  The  Spaniards  proceeded  in  iheir  difcoveries  on  the  continent  of  America,  and  particularly 
on  the  coaft  of  what  is  flill  called  Terra  Firma,  Darien,  &c.  although,  as  elfcwhere  obferved, 
what  with  ftorms.  and  fhipwrecks,  and  the  refiftance  of  the  native  Indians,  it  may  be  thought 
doubtful,  whether,  upon  the  whole,  they  were  really  gainers  till  after  the  year  1519;  when 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  King  of  Spain,  received  news  of  the  difcovery  and  commenceihent 
of  the  conqueft  of  the  famous  Indian  empire  of  Mexico  by  Hernando  or  Fcrdinando  Cortes  ; 
who,  failing,  in  the  year  1518,  from  the  ifle  of  Cuba,  with  about  four  hundred  foot  foldiers, 
feven  fmall  cannon,  and  fifteen,  fomc  fay  fifty,  horfemeri,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  very  great 
dominion  for  Spain  in  America,  by  the  immenfe  treafures  which,  to  this  day,  arc  annually 
brought  from  America  into  Spain,  more  efpecially  after  they  had  from  Mexico  invaded  Peru, 
Paraguay,  and  Chili  fouthward,  and  New  Mexico  northward.  **  The  mention  of  this  par- 
*'  ticular,"  fays  Mr.  Rapin  very  judicio.ufly,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  *'  is  the  more  necef- 
**  fary,  as  it  was  the  gold  and  filver  wherewith  the  new  world  furnifhcd  Spain,  that  contribut- 
**  ed  moft  to  render  Charles  V.  fo  powerful  as  he  will  hereafter  appear ;  befides,  money  grow- 
ing more  plenty  by  the  trade  carried  on  by  other  countries  with  Spain,  the  reader  muft  not 
be  furprized  hereafter  to  find  more  numerous  armies,  greater  magnificence  in  Princes- 

•'  Courts,  and  the  dowries  of  Princefles  much  larger  than  before." 

Ferdinand  Magellan,  who  had  ferved  under  Albuquerque,  the  great  Portuguefc  Commander 
in  Eaft  India,  having,  through  fome  difcontent,  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Spain,  now  fig- 
nified  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  King  of  Spain,  that,  by  the  imaginary  line  of  divifion,  or 
partition,  which  King  Jolm  of  Portugal  had  agreed  on  with  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Ifa- 
bella,  all  the  Banda  and  Molucca  Iflcs  muft  fall  to  the  fliare  of  Spain,  of  which  rich  ifles  he 
propofed  to  him  to  make  a  compleat  difcovery,  by  a  bold  and  till  then  unheard-of  navigation 
weftward.  The  Emperor  joyfully  embraced  his  propofal,  giving  him  five  (hips  and  three 
hundred  men  for  its  execution ;  yet,  through  ftorms,  fcarcity  of  provifions,  &c.  he  did  not 
get  through  that  famous  ftreight,  to  which  his  name  was  thereupon  given,  till  November 
1520  :  -failing  from  thence  by  the  Ladrone  Ifles,  he  arrived  at  the  Ifles  which  he  called  the 
Philippines,  where  he  loft  liis  life  in  a  flcirmifti ;  but  the  fliips  failed  on  for  Tidore,  one  of 
the  Molucca  Ifles,  where  they  arrived  on  the  twenty-feventh  montli  after  their  firft  fetting  out 
from  Spain,  and  where  (contrary  to  what  the  Portuguefe  had  given  ott,  to  deter  others  from, 
coming  thither)  they  found  the  fea  one  hundred  and  two  yards  in  depth  ;  though  the  Portu- 
guefe had,  as  fome  write,  fpread  reports  of  its  being  fo  fliallow,  tliat  there  was  no  navigating 
it,  (they  ftiould  have  faid,  except  by  Portuguefe)  befide  continual  darknefs,  rocks,  &c.  Here 
the  Spaniards  firft  tafted  the  fpiccs  at  their  fountain  head,  and  traded  with  the  King  and  peo- 
ple of  Tidore  for  them,  in  exchange  for  their  own  cargo  of  cloth,  glaffes,  &c.  to  a  vaft  profit; 
from  thence  they  returned  home,  with  only  one  of  their  fliips,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
one  tixif  being  taken  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  other  left  leaky,  and  amved  at  Seville-  in  Sep- 
tember^ 
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J519  tember,  in  the  year  ^522  ;  having  been,  in  all  probability,  the  firfb  of  any  mortals  who  had 
ever  failed  quite  round  the  terraqueous  globe. 

There  having,  probably,  been  fome  difference  before  this  time  between  England  and  Ge- 
noa, on  account  of  commerce,  or  perhaps  from  the  partiality  of  the  Genoefe  to  France,  under 
the  proteftion  and  vailalage  of  whofe  Kings  they  had,  for  fome  time  paft,  put  themfelves ; 
the  French  King,  amongft  his  other  titles,  now  ftiling  himfelf  Lord  of  Genoa,  matters  were, 
in  this  year,  accommodated ;  and  we  accordingly  meet  with  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  paff- 
ipoxs  or  fafe-conduft,  (in  thirteenth  volume,  p.  700,  of  the  Fcedera)  to  Luke  Spinola,  ftiled 
mafter  of  the  fociety  of  merchants  of  Genoa  refiding  in  England,  and  to  all  other  Genoefc 
merchants,  and  their  faftors,  &c.  together  with  their  carracks,  gallies,  and  fliips,  to  refort  to 
any  part  of  England  and  its  territories,  there  freely  to  fell  their  merchandize,  and  to  buy  wool, . 
woollen  cloth,  tin,  lead,  &c. — Provided  they  do  not  export  any  merchandize  of  the  ftaple  of 
Calais  to  any  port  but  to  Calais,  unlefs  it  be  through  the  Straits  of  Morocco  ;  any  letters  of 
marque,  or  reprifals  againft  the  community,  dominion,  and  city  of  Genoa,  their  vailals  or 
fubjcfts,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Laftly,  this  fafe-condud  was  to  continue  for 
five  years,  even  although  it  fhould  happen,  in  the  interim,  tliat  war  fhould  break  out  between 
England  and  France. 

According  to  the  Englifli  tranflation  of  Dr.  Sandoval's  Hiflory  of  the  Civil  Wars  of  Spain, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  V.  printed  in  London,  in  the  year  1652,  in  folio,  when 
almoft  all  the  cities  of  Spain,  in  1519,  and  the  following  years,  were  troubled  with  infurre£lions, 
on  account  of  the  exorbitant  exaftions  of  that  Emperor's  Flemifli  favourites,  and  their  carrying 
great  quantities  of  money  out  of  Spain  into  Flanders,  &c.  we  find  mention  made  of  feveral 
cloth-workers  amongft  thofe  rebels,  whofe  army  having  drawn  up  articles  or  conditions  to  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Emperor,  fome  of  them  arc  as  follows,  viz. 

L  That  the  cloth  imported  from  other  countries  fhall  be  of  the  fame  fize  and  goodnefs  as 

the  cloths  wrought  in  tliefc  kingdoms'*  of  Spain. 

II.,  That  the  merchants  and  clothiers  of  the  kingdoms"  of  Spain  *'  may  take,"  (feize) 

to  work  and  fpend  therein,  one  half  of  all  the  wools  bought,  either  by  natives  or  by  ftran- 

gers,  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdoms,  paying  the  fame  price  as  they  had  done  for  them. — 

And  that  the  officers  of  juftice  may  take  the  faid  wools  either  from  the  fliepherds  or  fron:^ 

the  buyers,  and  deliver  them  to  be  manufadured,  as  above." 

From  which  it  is  plain,  tl^at  there  was  once  a  confiderable  woollen  manufafture  in  Spain,, 
though  afterwards  neglefted,  chiefly  proceeding  from  two  caufes,  viz.  Firft,  From  the  conti- 
nual flowing  in  of  the  gold  and  filver  of  America  very  foon  after  this  time,  fo  that  the  na- 
tion grew  lazy  with  their  riches,  and  carelefs  of  the  labour  required  in  manufaftures. — Se- 
condly, The  temptation  of  getting  fuddenly  rich,  allured  fuch  numbers  of  people  to  withdraw^ 
to  America,  that  there  were  not  induftrious  hands  enough  left  in  Spain  to  carry  on  fuch  manu- 
fadures. 

Spain  has,  fince  that  period,  made  various  unfaccefsful  efforts  for  the  revival  of  that  manu- 
facture ;  and  fuch  meafures  are,  in  our  days,  purfuing  by  his  prefent  Catholic  Majefty,  as  are 
very  likely  to  reftore  it  in  fome  confiderable  degree,  though  that  country  ftiU  labours  under  the 
great  misfortune  of  a  want  of  induftrious  hands  :  fo  extremely  difficult  it  is  for  a  nation  to  re- 
cover or  regain  a  negle£lcd  and  loft  manufacture. 

The  EmperOr  Charles  V.  makes,  in  this  year,  a  fecond  attempt  ,from  Spain  againft  Al- 
giers, by  his  Admiral  Moncado,  with  a  large  fleet  of  ftiips  of  war  aiid  tranfports,  and  a  good 
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15 19  body  of  veteran  troops,  in  order  to  overturn  the  new  government  there  under  the  Levantine 
Turks,  which,  4iowcver,  provcd4kS^  unfortunate  as  the  preceding  attempt  in  the  year  1517,  the 
greateft  part  ofi>oth  the  navy  and  army  being  deftroyed  by  a  violent  tempeft.  Thus  Heyradin 
Bafla  proved  as  fuccefsful  as  his  late  brother  Barbarofla,  fcouring  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean fea  by  his  piracies  everywhere,  with  upwards  of  twenty  galliots,  and  near  as  many  bri- 
gantincs  ;  frequently  landing  on  the  coafts  of  Spain,  and  doing  not  only  incredible  damage  to 
the  Spanifh  commerce,  but  interrupting,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  general  commerce  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

1520  In  vol.  xiii.  p.  714,  of  the  Foedera,  the  commercial  treaty,  named  by  the  Netherlandcrs 
intercurfus  magnus^  concluded  in  I495>6,  was  now  renewed  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  for  five  years  certain. 

And,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  722,  King  Henry  VIII.  iiTued  a  commiffion  for  a  congrefs  at 
Bruges  in  Flanders,  *'  to  treat  with  commiHioners  from  the  Hans-towns,  concerning  the  abu- 
fes,  unjuft  ufes,  extenfions,  enlargen>ents,  interpretations,  aiwl  reftriftions,  made  by  the 
Hanfcatic  merchants,  of  or  concerning  the  feveral  privileges  at  any  time  granted  to  the  Han- 
*'  fcatic  League  by  this  King  or  his  predccellbrs,  and  to  remove  all  the  laid  abufes ;  alfo  to 
**  demand  and  receive  whatever  fums  of  money,  and  how  large  focver  they  may  be,  due  to  us," 
fays  the  King,  **  on  that  account.  And,  finally,  to  renew  and  conclude  an-  intercourfe  of 
*'  commerce  between  England  and  the  faid  Hans-league  :"  but  the  iflue  of  this  congrefs  does 
not  appear. 

The  Gcnoefc,  fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  p.  480,  obferving  the  various 
ways  of  eflaying  to  get  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  befide  the  common  way  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
as  that  now  by  Magellan's  Straits,  the  north-weft  fuppofed  paflage,  that  fuppofcd  from  New 
Spain,  and  the  hoped-for  north-caft  paflage,  every  nation  feeking  to  eitcel  in  induftry  in  this 
age  of  difcoveries  ;  they,  becaufe  not  fo  much  accuftomcd  to  voyages  on  the  ocean,  lent  Paul 
Conterano  to  the  then  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  with  a  propofal  for  carrying  the  merchandize  of  Eaft 
India  over-land  into  RufTia  ;  but,  fays  our  author,  the  difficulties  of  this  undertaking  were  fo 
many,  that  the  Czar  rcjeftcd  their  propofal. 

Archbiftiop  Nicholfon,  in  his  Englifli  Hiftorical  Library,  fpeaking  of  the  ftate  of  geogra- 
phical knowledge  at  or  about  this  \ime,  obferves,  **  That  fince  the  beginning  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth's  reign,  our  eldeft  general  geographer  or  antiquary  is  faid  to  have  been  Thomas 
Sulmo,  a  Guernfcy  man,  who  died  at  London,  in  the  year  1545;  the  year  following,  a 
much  greater  man  of  the  profeffion.  Sir  Thomas  Elliot,  one  of  King  Henry's  ambafladors, 
and  of  Sir  Thon>as  More's  friends,  died  alfo.  Contemporary  with  thofe  two  was  George 
Lilly,  fon  of  William,  the  famous  grammarian,  who  lived  fome  time  at  Rome  with  Cardi- 
nal Pole,  and  publiflied  the  firft  exaft  map  that  was  drawn  of  this  ifland.** 
J521  The  great  progrefs  of  the  Turks  at  this  time  againft  Chriftendom,  juftly  alarmed  the  Princes 
of  Europe  ;  for,  in  the  year  1521,  the  Sultan  Solyman  the  Magnificent  not  only  took  the  fort- 
rcfs  of  Belgrade  from  Louis  King  of  Hungary,  but  likewife  foon  after  the  city  of  Buda,  the 
capital  of  that  kingdom.  In  the  year  fi:»llowing  he  aflaulted  the  famous  ifle  of  Rhodes,  fo  long 
poflcfled  by  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem ;  and  although  the  city  of  Rhodes  had  but 
fix  thoufand  Chriftians  in  garrifon,  they  held  out  fix  months  againft  the  whole  power  of  the 
Turks,  who  loft  fixty-four  thoufand  men  before  they  were  able  to  take  it.  Solyman  alfo,  out 
of  the  Black  Sea,  and  other  parts,  having  got  together  near  fix  hundred  gallies,  &c.  attempted 
the  ifle  of  Corfu,  and  ravaged  the  neighbouring  coafts  and  ifles,  proving  too  powerful  for  the 
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1521  tinitcd  fleets  of  the  Emperor,  Venice,  and  the  Pope.  This  circumftancc  caafed  a  great  detri- 
ment to  the  naval  commerce  of  England  in  the  Levant  feas,  where,  till  now,  thofe  zealous 
Knights  of  St.  John  had  been  the  common  proteftors  of  all  Chriftiaa  fhips,  and  a  great  ob- 
ftruftion  to  the  Turkifh  depredations.  When  the  Knights  quitted  Rhodes  with  fifty  of  tlicir 
gallies,  they  carried  great  riches  and  many  people  with  them ;  yet,  that  we  may  not  any  more 
recur  to  this  article,  in  about  eight  years  following,  in  moving  about  between  Candia^  Naples, 
Sicily,  Villa  Franca,  ^c.  their  number  an>l  riches  were  much  diminished,  until  the  year  1530 ; 
wli£n  tli:  Emperor  Charles  V.  bellowed  on  them  the  ifles  of  Malta  and  Goza,  in  the  Sicilian 
fca,  in  full  propriety.  Here  they  again  foon  became  the  terror  of  the  Mahometans.  Captain 
Morgan,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Algiers,  publiflied  in  1728,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  vol.  i.  p.  315, 
acquaints  us,  •'  That  the  naval  force  of  Malta,  in  his  time,  confifted  of  fevcn  ftout  (hips  of 
"  war,  none.carrying  fewer  than  fifty  guns,  befide  gallics  and  privateers  of  all  Czes,  with 
**  which  they  are  perpetually  haraffiug  the  coafts  of  Barbary,  and  bringing  home  prizes  to 
••  Malta." 

In  thofe  times,  when  commerce  was  but  in  its  childhood,  there  was  too  much  of  a  mono- 
polizing fpirit  throughout  all  Europe ;  amongd  the  reft,  the  city  of  Hamburgh  pretended, 
and  partly  ftill  pretends,  to  an  exclufive  dominion  on  the  river  Elbe.  This  had  been  co;i- 
nivcd  at  in  the  early  days  of  commerce,  when  they,  even  claimed  a  right  to  exclude  all  the 
other  towns  lying  between  it  and  the  fea  from  a  free  navigation  on  tha^great  river,  by  virtue 
of  grants  from  fcveral  Emperors  ;  which,  they  alfo  alleged,  enabled  them  to  oblige  the  fubjefts 
of  Dani(h  Holftein  to  import  their  merchandize  no  where  but  to  Hamburg  ;  for  which,  it  was 
faid,  they  were  to  take  what  price  the  Hamburgers  were  pleafed  to  allow  tliem.  King  Chrif- 
tian  II.  of  Denmark,  in  this  year  1521,  oppofed  their  exorbitant  claims;  arid,  in  refentment 
of  which  oppofition,  Hamburg,  in  1523,  aftually  declared  war  againft  Denmark ;  yet  King 
Chriftian  III.  being  of  a  mild  difpofition,  permitted  Hamburg  to  keep  up  thofe  claims  during 
his  whole  reign,  which  ended  in  the  year  1558,  after  which  we  fhall  trace  thofe  difputes 
further. 

There  being,  at  this  time,  a  great  decay  of  hufb:indry  in  England,  by  reafon  of  the  many 
inclofures,  which,  within  the  preceding  fifty  years,  had  turned  much  arable  land  into  pafture, 
thereby  leffening  the  number  of  hufbandmep,  &c.  moft  capable  of  defending  the  country;  fo 
.  that  towns  and  villages  were  depopulated,  and  both  wool  and  fleftp-meat  were  thus  enhanced, 
becaufe  engrofled  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who  were  not  neceflitated  to  fell ;  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  therefore  now  ifTues  out  his  commifiions  to  the  magiftrates  for  their  putting  in  exe- 
cution the  laws  againft  inclolures. 

In  the  fame  year  there  was  fo  great  a  dearth  in  England,  that  wheat  was  fold  at  twenty  fhil- 
lings  per  quarter,  or  two  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  bufhel ;  beans  at  four  (hillings ;  and  oats  at 
three  (hillings  per  quarter. 

In  the  fame  year  was  firft  introduced  the  ufe  of  hand-guns,  or  mu(kets  ;  fo  that  in  little 
more  than  one  hundred  years  later,  the  pra£tice  of  bows  and  arrows  in  war  was  quite  laid 
afide.  ' 

In  the  fame  year  there  was  a  great  breach  from  the  fea  in  the  dykes  or  fea-walls  of  Holland, 
by  which  accident  feventy-two  villages,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  people,  were 
faid  to  be  drowned.  But  we  dare  not,  becaufe  we  cannot  afccrtain  this  for  faft,  without  more 
autlientic  vouchers  of  time,  place,  &c.  than  merely  a  general  report. 
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1521  In  vol.  xiii.  p.  752,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Henry  VIII.  by  his  favourite  and  lieutenant. 
Cardinal  Wolfey,  afts  as  a  mediator,  at  the  treaty  of  Calais,  between  the  two  great  rivals  for 
power,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  King  Francis  I.  of  France.  What  relates  to  commerce 
is  as  follows. 

**  Whereas,  the  fierce  war  "carried  on  between  thofe  two  Princes  had  occafioned  many  ma- 
**  ritime  depredations,  to  the  grievous  damage  of  the  innocent  fubjefts  on  both  fides  ,  and  it 
being  now  the  proper  feafonfor  the  herring-fifhery, — to  prevent  thofe  depredations,  it  was 
now  ftipulated, 

**  I.  That  the  fifhers,  both  of  the  Emperor  and  France,  may  freely  filh  for  herrings,  &c. 
from  the  date  hereof,   (Oflober  11,  1521)  to  and  through  all  the  month  of  January  follow- 
**  ing,  even  though  the  war  ihould  go  on  between  thofe  Princes,  and  they  may  return  home 
*'  in  fafety. 

**  II.  It  was  alfo  ftipulated,"  much  for  the  honour  of  King  Henry,  "  that  during  the  war 

**  between  Charles  ai>d  Francis,  none  of  their  fubjefts  Ihall,  in  the  harbours,  bays,  rivers,  or 

mouths  of  rivers,  roads,  or  ftations  for  fhipping,  and  particulariy  the  ftation  called  the 

Downs,  nor  in  any  other  maritime  places  belonging  to  the  jurifdi£tion  of  the  King  of  Eng- 

•'  land,  take,  fpoil,  rob,  or  plunder  any  (hip  or  merchantman,  loaded  or  unloaded,  armed  or 

*'  unarmed,  of  whatfoever  burthen  or  nation  they  may  be.     Neither  fhall  they  rob  any  fuch 

fhip  of  its  merchandize,  arms,  &c.  nor  injure  the  fame  any  other  way ;  but  both  fliips  and 

mariners,  of  whatever  nation,  (hall  be  abfolutely  fecurc  in  thofe  places,  and  ftiall  remain  at 

"  anchor  there,  without  obftruftion  or  moleftation  from  cither  of  the  faid  two  Princes,  or  of 

**  their  fubjefts." 

Laftly,  the  ratification  is  memorable,  viz. 

We,  having  feen  the  above-named  articles,  and  being  dejirous  to  gratify  thtfaid  mojl 
reverend  Cardinal^  OUR  most  dear  and  most  beloved  friend,  do  hereby 
ratify  and  approve  the  fame. 

(Signed)     **  Charles,  Emperor. 
**  Francis,    King. 

We  have  feen,  that  fo  early  as  the  year  1508,  the  Portuguefe  had  become,  in  fome  meafurc, 
mafters  of  the  Spice  or  Molucca  iflands,  and  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  encouraged 
Magellan  to  vifit  them  by  the  ftraits  of  his  name,  in  the  year  1518  ;  yet  the  Spaniards  proved 
unfuccefsful  in  all  their  attempts  to  poflcfs  thofe  iflands.  At  length,  King  John  III.  of  Por- 
tugal, in  1529,  fent  to  the  Emperor,  his  brother-in-law,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
<lucats,  when,  about  this  time,  he  went  into  Italy  to  be  crowned  Emperor,  on  condition  of 
not  being  difturbed  in  the  poflefiion  of  thofe  iflands  till  the  re-payment  of  that  fum  ;  which 
being  never  done,  fays  Sir  WilHam  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  Spain  has  never  fince  pre- 
tended to  thofe  iflcs. 

The  Portuguefe  now  brought  the  Indian  fpices  home  to  Lifljon  in  great  quantities,  whereby, 
fays  Penfionary  Dc  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  partiii.  chap.  3.  the  King  of  Portugal 
got  above  two  hundred  thoufand  ducats  yearly.  "  Thofe  ifles,"  fays  the  fame  able  author, 
'*  before  they  thus  loft  their  independence,  were  ariftocratical  republics,  and  then  carried  on 
*'  a  great  trade  in  their  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs  ;  and  although  the  third  part  thereof  was 
-**  not  carried  by  (hipping  to  Calicut,  that  great  ftaplc  of  India,  and  being  there  folc},  were 
^*  carried  to  Baflfora,  and  thence  to  Cairo- with  caravans  ;  and,  laftly,  from  Cairo  tranfported 
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i'52i  '**  by  (hipping  to  Europe ;  yet  the  Sultans  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  through  whofe  lands  they  were 
'**  brought  to  Europe,  were  wont  to  receive  yearly  above  eighty  thoufand  ducats  cuftom  for  the 
"**  fame.     No  wonder,  then,  if  the  Princes  of  thofe  countries,  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  Venice, 
«*  were  very  uneafy  with  the  Portuguefe  for  diverting  this  profitable  channel  of  that  trade." 

About  this  time,  the  French  firft  commenced  a  filk  mannfafture,  having  been  fupplied  with 
workmen  from  Milan,  whilft  France  held  that  noble  duchy.  In  this  manufafture  they  made 
%  Tcry  quick  progrefs,  it  having  then,  and  ever  fince  been  carried  on  principally  at  Lyons, 
and  other  parts  of  the  fouth  of  France,  with  which  tlicy  fupplied  many  parts  of  Europe ;  and, 
until  England  long  afterwards  engaged  in  the  fame  manufafture,  u  waa  x%^  tn/^^nq  of  draining 
us  of  great  fums  annually.  Yet  it  was  long  after  this  time  before  France  began  to  raife  raw 
lilk  from  the  worms. 

In  this  year,  the  city  of  Genoa  was  ftormed  and  pillaged  by  the  Spanifh  troops  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  And  the  Chevalier  De  Mailiy,  in  his  Hiftoirc  de  Genes,  vol.  II.  liv.  x. 
p.  81.  acquaints  us,  that  Genoa  was,  at  that  time,  eileemed  the  richeft  city  in  the  world,  (in 
£urope,  I  fuppofe,  he  meant)  next  after  Venice  and  Lyons. 

The  republic  of  Venice  having,  for  fo  many  centuries,  enjoyed  the  fole  commerce  for  the 
fpices  of  India,  till  lately  deprived  of  it  by  Portugal,  made,  at  this  time,  an  effort  to  re-cftab- 
lifh  fome  confiderable  benefit  from  it,  by  making  a  propofal  to  the  court  of  Lifbon,  for  Ve- 
nice to  take  off  all  the  fpice  annually  imported  by  the  Portuguefe,  over  and  above  what  that 
kingdom  itfelf  could  confume,  at  a  certain  fixed  price:  but,  fays  Captain  John  Stevens,  in 
bis  Hiftory  of  Portugal,  publifhed  in  oftavo,  in  the  year  1698,  this  propofal  was  rejefted. 
1522  In  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  766,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  Cenfio  de  Balthazari,  a  mer- 
'  chant  of  Lucca,  then  rcfiding  in  the  ifland  of  Crete  or  Candia,  was  appointed  by  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  to  be,  "  for  life,  governor,  matter,  proteftor,  or  conful,  of  the  Englifli  nation 
-**  there,  with  the  ufual  powers  and  emoluments  which  any  conful  formerly  enjoyed  there,  or 
*'  any  where  elfe,  either  from  the  faid  King,  or  any  of  his  predeceffors." 

Although  the  following  propofcd  match  did  not  take  place,  yet,  for  the  fake  of  the  dowry, 
we  give  it  a  place  in  this  work.  It  is  a  treaty,  in  the  year  1522,  between  the  Emperor 
Charles  V,  and  King^enry  VIII.  as  delivered  by  Rapin  de  Thoyras,  &c.  That  Emperor, 
on  his  return  to  Spain  from  Flanders,  took  England  in  his  way,  having  landed  at  Dover, 
where  he  was  waited  on  by  Wolfey,  and  vifited  by  the  King,  who  condu£ted  him  to,  and  en- 
tertained him  at  Greenwich  and  London  in  a  very  magnificent  manner,  and  alfo  at  Windfor, 
•where  he  was  inftalled  Knight  of  the  Garter.  By  that  treaty,  Henry  was  to  give  his  daughter 
Mary  in  marris^e,  when  twelve  years  old,  to  the  faid  Emperor,  with  a  portion  of  four  hund- 
red thoufand  crowns. 

So  neceffary  and  important  are  a  few  fingle  fea-ports  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
that  even  the  abfolute  fate  of  the  latter  may  depend  on  the  former :  thus,  in  the  year  1522,  the 
Lubeckers,  Dantzickcrs,  &c.  fent  nine  (hips  of  war  to  the  afliftance  of  Guftavu^  I.  furnamcd 
Vafa,  King  of  Sweden,  by  whofe  aid  he  fo  well  fucceeded,  that,  in  grateful  return,  he  granted 
thofe  Hanfeatic  cities  great  privileges  in  Sweden.  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Evirope, 
alleges,  that  the  city  of  Lubeck  alfo  fupplied  him  with  troops,  without  which  he  would  have 
found  It  difficult  to  fucceed.  By  Lubeck's  affiftance  the  city  of  Stockholm  was  taken  ;  and, 
although  the  fixty  thoufand  marks  agreed  to  be  paid  for  that  fervice,  could  not  then  be  dif- 
<harged  by  Sweden,  yet,  in  lieu  thereof,  fays  Puffendorf,  they  were  allowed  the  fole  trade  of 
Sweden,  and  to  pay  no  cuftom  there  for  merchandize  imported,  &c.  which  benefits  were  too 
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1522  great  to  be  held  long.  *'  And  thus,"  adds  that  fpiritcd  author,  Voltaire,  *«  the  fate  of  Sweden 
**  depended  on  a  little  trading  town."  Which  laft  aflcrtion,  like  many  others  of  that  author's, 
was  not  ftriftly  true,  for  Lubeck  was  undoubtedly  a  great  trading  town.  Fowler,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  Troubles  of  Swedeland  and  Poland,  printed  in  folio,  in  London,  in  1656,  relates,  that 
this  wife  Prince  greatly  improved  his  people  in  tillage,  buildings,  and  in  fearching  out  the  metal 
mines,  and  the  more  eafy  working  of  them  by  aquedufts  and  huge  engines,  &c.  He  alfo  ereft- 
cd  work-houfes,  &c.  for  vagrants.  Thofe  Hans-towns,  fays  Werdenhagen,  their  hiilorlogra- 
plier,  at  the  fame  time  declared  war  againft  Chriftiai>  II.  King  of  Denmark,  who  had  raifed  on 
them  the  toll  in  tlie  ^^uua,  and  obftruded  their  commerce ;  yet,  by  fo  frequently  intermed- 
dling in  the  wars  between  potent  Princes,  and  ftates,  the  Hans^towns  now  and  then  fufficient- 
ly  fufFered ;  altliough,  for  the  moft  part,  they  did  not  lend  their  aid,  without  at  ieaft  providing 
for  tbemfclves  an  ample  equivalent. 

In  this  year,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  fet  fail  from  Southampton  in  England ;  his  own 
fleet  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  fail  of  Netherland  fhips,  befide  the  EngUfh  fleet  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Surry,  the  Engliih  admiral,  whom  the  Emperor  likewife,  on 
this  occaiion,  prudently  appointed  to  command  his  own  fleet. 
.1523  Vol.  xiv.  p.  I,  of  the  Foedera,  begins  with  a  grant  of  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  privy  feal 
of  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  year  1523,  beftowed  on  the  Bilhop  of  London ;  the  ancient  fa- 
lary  of  which  office  was  ftill  kept  up,  being  only  twenty  fhillings  per  day. 

In  the  fame  year,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert's  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIII.  of  Eng* 
land,  in  the  attempts  of  the  Englifh  and  French  courts  to  gain  Scotland  to  their  refpe£tive 
fides,  at  the  death  of  King  James  V.  the  Englifh  minifters,  amongft  other  arguments,  aflerted, 
**  That  the  Engliih  were  mafters  of  the  Teas,  and  thereby  were  able  to  ftop  and  interclude  all 
«*  fuccour  that  could  come  to  them  (the  Scots)  from  any  other  place,"  And  as,  in  the  re- 
plications of  the  partisans  of  France,  that  aflcrtion  is  not  contradided,  the  point  feems  to  have 
been  admitted. 

At  this  time,  tlirough  the  wicked  counfels  of  Cardinal  Wolfey,  and  King  Henry  the 
Eighth*s  arbitrary  difpofltion,  there  was  little  more  than  a  fhadow  of  liberty  left  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  people.  In  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Remains,  printed  in  oAavo*,  in  1651,  p.  177,  there  is  a 
record  quoted,  which  is  mentioned  alfo  in  the  general  hiftories  of  thofe  times,  that  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  that  Prince's  reign,  1523,  '*  He  exa£led,  by  way  of  loan,  ten  per  cent,  on  all 
••  goods,  jewels,  utenfils,  and  lands,  to  be  revealed  by  the  oaths  of  the  poflefl[brs.  Notwith- 
•*  ftanding,"  fays  this  author,  "  that  there  was  a  law  of  the  fecond  year  of  King  Richard  II. 
*.*^mporting,  that  none  (hall  be  denied,  in  demand  of  any  loan,  his  reafonable  excufe." 

It  was  now,  by  an  Englifli  aft  of  Parliament,  determined,  cap.  xii.  **  That  of  every  hund- 
**  red  pounds  worth  of  gold  to  be  coined,  there  ftiall  be  twenty  pounds  coined  into  half 
*•  angels,  of  three  fhillings  and  fourpence  each;  and  of  every  hundred  pounds  worth  of  filver, 
•*  fifty  pounds  fliall  be  coined  into  groats  ;  twenty  pounds  into  half-groats,  or  twopences ; 
«*  twenty  pounds  into  pence  ;  ten  marks  into  halfpence ;  and  five  marks  into  farthings." — 
With  refpeft  to  thefe  filver  farthings^  my  Lord  Herbert  obferves,  "  That  though  it  was, 
«*  doubtlefs,  for  the  convenience  of  the  people,  that  they  fhould  have  fo  much  of  fuch  fmall 
«*  coin;  yet,  by  reafon  of  their  littlenefs,  they  are  all  long  fince  worn  out."  N.  B.  Here  is 
no  mention  of  (hillings.  This  too  was  the  laft  time  of  coining  any  filver  farthings,  probably 
for  the  fame  reafon. 
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1523  The  once  well-known  Gerard  Malyncs,  in  his  book  named  Lex  Mercatoria,  printed  in 
folio,  in  the  year  162!,  p.  189,  alleges,  that  it  was  not  yet  one  hundred  years  complete,  fince 
one  Violet  Stephens,  and  other  difcontented  fifli-mongers,  went  int6  Holland,  t6  the  town  of 
Enchuyfen,  where  they  procured  the  inhabitants  to  fiflifor  them  in  his  Majefty's  fcas  of  Great 
Britain.  In  another  part  of  the  fame  book  he  adds,  whereby  the  fiihing  is  fo  increafed,  that 
Holland  and  Zealand  have  above  two  thoufand  builes  or  fifliing-fhips,  which  ufually  make 
three  voyages  yearly.     He  had  juft  before  faid,  that  in  our  King  Henry  the  Scventli's  days, 

'  there  was  no  fifliing  trade  cftabliflied  in  the  Low  Countries.  By  the  fifhing  trade  here  men* 
tioned  by  Malynes,  we  arc  only  id  underftand  their  fupplying  foreign  markets  with  fi(h ;  for, 
with  refpeft  to  the  Netherlands  themfelves,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  they  always  fiflied 
on  riieir  own  coafts  for  their  own  proper  fupply,  although  England  might  be  beforehand  with 
them  in  refpeft  to  the  fupplying  other  nations. 

1524  Charles  V.  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  being  at  war  with  France,  his  fleet  was,  in  the 
year  1524,  very  ftrong  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  commanded  by  Moncado,  who,  for  fomc 
time,  gave  the  law  on  the  coaft  of  Italy ;  yet  he  was  at  length  attacked  by  the  French  fleet  com  ^ 
manded  by  Doria,  and  utterly  difcomfited. 

The  low  rate  of  houfe  rents  plainly  fhews,  that  even  in  London  itfelf,  at  this  time,  there^ 
was  but  little  wealth  compared  with  the  prefent  times.     James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis, 
p.  no,  relates,  '*  That  an  ancient  grammar  fchool  in  Bow  Church-yard,  being  decayed,  the 
*^  fchool  houfe  was  let  out  for  rent,  about  this  time,  at  four  fhillings  yearly,  a  cellar  at  two 
•'  fhillings,  and  two  vaults  under  that  church,  both  for  fifteen  fhillings." 

Much  about  this  time,  fays  Howell  in  the  fame  work,  p.  208,  foap  began  firft  to  be 
made  in  London  ;  *'  before  which  time,  that  city  was  ferved  with  white  foap  from  beyond 
"  fea,  and  with  grey  foap  fpeckled  with  white,  very  fweet  and  good,  from  Briilol,  fold  here 
**  for  a  penny  the  pound,  and  never  above  a  penny  farthing ;  alfo  black  foap  for  a  halfpenny 
"  the  pound." 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  of  King  Henry  VHI.  -cap.  ii.  for 
fettling  how  many  apprentices  and  journeymen  (not  denizens)  fhould  be  kept  by  foreign 
tradefraen  fettled  in  London,  he.  great  powers  were  given  to  the  corporations  of  handicrafts 
over  the  workmanfhip  of  thofe  foreigners,  there  being,  in  thofe  times,  fmiths,  joiners,  coop- 
ers, &c.  who  were  foreigners,  and  had  feals  or  ftamps  put  on  their  works,  after  being  examin- 
ed by  the  Wardens  of  thofe  corporations,  both  in  London  and  other  parts.     "  The  jurifdic- 

tion  of  the  London  corporations  was,  by  this  aft,  to  extend  two  miles  beyond  the  city,  viz. 

within  the  town  of  Weftminfter,  theparifhes  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  and  of  our  Lady 

in  the  Strand,  St.  Clements  Danes  without  Temple  Bar,  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  St.  An- 
**  drews  in  Holborn,  the  town  and  borough  of  Southwark,  Shoreditch,  Whitecbaple  parifh, 
*•  St.  John's-ftreet  (in  Clcrkenwell)  and  Clerkenwell  parifli,  St.  Botolph  without  Aldgate, 
•*  St.  Catherine's,  (near  the  Tower  of  London),  and  Bermondfey-ftreet."  This  is  an  au- 
thentic viewAof  the  fuburbs  of  London  in  the  year  1524.  Neverthelefs,  we  are  not  to  imagine 
that  all  thofe  fuburbs  were  contiguous  to  each  other,  or  joined,  as  at  prefent ;  for  there  were 
then  and  long  after,  many  large  breaks  or  interruptions,  where  no  buildings  were,  not  only 
in  the  flreet,  (now  fowelf  built)  called  the  Strand,  then  chiefly  taken  up  with  the  capital 
dwellings  of  the  nobility,  with  their  large  adjoining  gardens,  but  likewife  a  great  part  of  St, 
Martin's  parifh,  was  then  literally  in  the  fields,  as  it  is  fiill  denominated^  and  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  then  ftiled  the  Town  of  St.  Giles,  and  of  the  upper  part 
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1524  of  St.  Andrews  in  Holborn ;  much  of  all  which,  and  alfo  of  Wcftminftcr,  ClerkcnwcU, 
Shoredltcb,  Whitechapel,  and  Southwark,  was  a£tually  fields,  even  fo  late  as  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  a  map  of  London  and  its  fuburbs,  (till  extant,  which  was  firft 
publiftied  about  the  year  1560. — "  This  aft  was  not  to  extend  to  any  other  handicrafts  but 
joiners,  pouch-makers,  coopers,  and  blackfmiths. — Alfo  Lords,  and  all  others  having  lands 
and  tenements  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  were  hereby  permitted  to  retain  foreign 
**  joiners  and  glaziers  in  their  fcrvice ;"  which  may  lead  us  to  coiijefture,  that  tlK^e  two 
trades  were  not  then  fo  well  improved  in  England  as  they  have  been  fince  that  time. 

By  another  aft  of  this  year,  cap.  iii.  we  find  the  manufafture  of  worfteds,  fays,  and  fla- 
mins,  now  further  regulated,  was,  at  this  time,  greatly  increafed  at  Norwich,  fince  the  former 
laws  made  for  their  regulation  in  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  reign,  and  had  extended  them- 
felves  to  Yarmouth,  Lynn,  and  other  parts  of  Norfolk,  &c. 

According  to  the  laborious  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1603,  and  to- the  Orbis  Maritimus  of  Mo- 
rifotus,  lib.  ii.  cap.  34,  p.  597,  1643,  ^^  other  French  authors,  King  Francis  L  fent  out 
John  Verazzano,  a  Florentine,  with  four  fhips  on  difcoveries,  three  of  which  he  left  at  the 
Madeiras,  and  with  the  fourth  firfl  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Florida  ;  and  from  thence  faUSng  to 
fifty  degrees  of  north  latitude,  he  firfl  gave  the  land  the  name  of  New  France  ;  but  he  return* 
home  without  having  planted  or  left  any  colony  there. 

Wc  have  now  the  firfl  flatute  made  in  England  for  mending  a  particular  highway,  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  years  of  Henry  VIIL  cap.  vi.  There  being  a  certain  public  way  in 
the  weald  of  Kent,  which  was  much  worn  out,  and  alfo  not  fo  near  and  commodious  as  ano* 
ther  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  ;  the  Lord  of  tlie  Manor  is  thereby  impowercd,  (at  his  own 
expence)  to  complete  the  faid  new  road,  and  when  fo  done,  he  might  fhut  up  and  inclofe  the 
old  road  for  his  own  fble  benefit.  By  another  law,  cap.  vii.  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  this  King, 
the  fame  was  done  in  Suflex. 

K^  The  ancient  method  employed  to  mend  roads  in  England,  until  after  the  refloration  of 
King  Charles  IL  was  by  a  pound-rate  in  the  refpeftive  counties  on  the  landholders,  &c.  and 
by  fupplying  of  carts  and  horfes  of  parifhes  for  a  limited  number  of  days.  But  when,  after 
the  laft  named  period,  commerce  was  become  fo  greatly  increafed,  and,  in  confcquence  there- 
of, wheel  carriages  and  pack  horfes  on  the  roads  were  fo  extremely  multiplied,  *'  that,  in  the 
**  ycar-1663,  being  the  fixteenth  of  King  Charles  IL  cap.  i.  the  firfl  turnpike  road  was  ereft- 
edby  law,  for  taking  toll  of  all  but  foot  paflengers  on  the  northern  road,  through  Hertford- 
fhire,  Cambridgefhire,  and  Huntingdonfhire ;  which  road  was  then  become  very  bad,  by 
means  of  the  great  loads  of  barley,  mah,  &c.  brought  weekly  to  Ware  in  waggons  and  carts, 
**  and  from  thence  conveyed  by  water  to  London.  By  means  alfo  of  other  carriages  from 
*•  Norwich,  St.  Edmundfbury,  Cambridge,  &c.  to  London,  thofe  roads  were  become  fo 
"  ruinous,  andalmofl  impaffable,  that  the  ordinary  courfe  appointed  by  all  former  laws  and 
•*  flatutes  of  this  realm,. is  notfufficient  (fays  this  aft)  for  the  cffeftual  repairing  of  the  fame  ; 
**  neither  are  the  inhabitants,  through  which  the  faid  roads  do  lie,  of  fufficient  ability  to  re- 
**  pair  the  fame,  without  fome  other  provifion  of  monies  to  be  raifed  towards  putting  the 
•*  fame  into  good  and  fufficient  repair,  &c. — Wherefore,  three  toll-gates,"  (now  gene- 
rally termed  Turnpikes)  "  were  erefted,  one  for  each  of  thofe  three  counties,  viz.  at 
**  Wadcfraill,  Gaxton,  and  Stilton,  for  receiving  of  all  paflengers,  the  toll  or  cuftom  fol- 
«'  lowing,  &c," 
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1^524  Pizzaro  now  fails  from  Panama,  and  firft  difcovers  the  immenfe  riches  of  Pertr,  where  he 
found  veiiels  of  gold  and  filver»  fine  palaces,  &c.  the  conqueft  of  which  country  was  gradually 
carried  on,  to  the  vaft  emolument  qf  the  firft  conquerors,  and  the  perpetual  advantage  of  the 
Spanifh  court. 

About  thefe  times,  there  were  many  new  and  unufual  things  brought  into  England  of  eat** 
ables  and  drinkables,  &c.  fome  of  which  occafioned  the  following  rhyme  : 

^  **  (i.)  turkeys,  (a.)  carp,   (3.)  hops,   (4.)  piccarel,  and  ( J.)  beer, 

*'  Came  into  England  all  in  one  year," 

Another  diftich  of  our  writers,  under  theyear  1546,  runs  thus  : 

**  Hops^  reformation,  bays  and  beer* 


*^  Came  into  England  all  in  one  year 


♦# 


(i.)  Turkies,  or  guinea  cocks,  as  then  called  by  fome,  and  by  others  Indian  fowls,  were  faid 
to  have  been  firft  brought  into  England  in  this  fifteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  which, 
though  a  tender  fpecies  of  fowl,  have  fince  multiplied  exceedingly. 

(2.)  The  fi(h,  named  carp,  was  brought  hither  alfo  about  the  fame  time,  and  have  fince  be- 
came very  common,  not  only  in  ponds  but  in  many  rivers :  Suflcx  is  more  efpecially  famous  for 
the  beft.  The  anonymous  author  of  a  work,  termed  Englifh  Worthies  in  Church  and  State, 
oftavo,  1684,  lays,  •'  That  Leonard  Mafcal,  of  Plumfted  in  Suffex,  was  the  firft  who  brought 
**  over  into  England,  from  beyond  fea,  carps  and  pippins,  about  the  fifth  year  of  King  Henry 
••  Eight,  or  1514." 

(3.)  Hops  came  from  Artois  in  the  Netherlands,  /.  e,  the  ufe  of  them  in  malt  liquor,  which 
fome  fay,  though  untruly,  firft  gave  that  liquor  the  name  of  (5.)  beer,  as  diftinguifhcd  from 
the  ancient  and  fofter  malt  liquor  called  ale*:  yet  we  have  clfewhere  obferved,  that  beer,  as  a 
malt  liquor,  was  long  before  known  and  ufed  by  that  name. 

(4.)  Piccarel  is  a  name  we  do  not  very  well  underftand ;  fince  we  can  find  no-other  meaning 
of  the  word  but  that  of  young  pike,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  always  an  Englifh  pond  fi(h  :  this 
therefore  is  probably  a  miftake  in  the  tranfcribers. 

Several  other  kinds  of  fruits  and  plants  were  firft  cultivated  in  England  about  this  time ; 
fucfa  as  apricots  and  muik-melons,  though  others  make  both  of  them  to  have  been  introduced 
much  later;  viz.  the  former  in  the  year  1^78,  and  the  melon  feeds  not  till  King  James  Firft's 
time,. from  Italy,  The  large  fine  pale  goofberry  was  brought  hither  alfo  from  Flanders  about 
this  time,  with  falads,  garden  roots,  cabbages,  &c.  as  elfewhere  related. — See  the  prefcnt 
ftate  of  England,  in  the  year  1683,  part.  iii.  p.  a^S, 
1525  In  the  fourteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  48,  &c.  there  is  a  treaty  of  alliance  concluded 
between  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England  and  the  Queen  Regent  of  France;  the  immediate 
objeA  of  which  was  the  fetting  King  Francis  I.  at  liberty,  he  being  then  a  prifoner  in  Spain 
ever  fince  the  battle  of  Pavia.  King  Henry  to  have  two  millions  of  gold  crowns,  of  thirty-five 
fok  tournois  each,  in  forty  gradual  payments,  being  in  confideration  of  the  arrears  due  to 
Henry  from  Francis,  on  the  million  of  crowns  ftipulated  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  treaty  of 
1515,  and  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  for  the  city  and  territory  of  Tournay,  by  the  treaty 
of  15 18  ;  which  kind  of  ftipulations  were  too  often  indifferently  obferved.  For  the  perform- 
ance of  tbofe  payments,  many  great  Lords  of  France  were  now  bound  to  Henry,  under  their 
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1525  hand  and  fcal,  in  all  their  cftatcs  real  and  perfonal,  as  were  alfo  the  principal  cities  of  France, 
(prtmaria  civitatesj  viz.  Paris,  Lyons,  Orleans,  Tholoufc,  Amiens,  Rouen,  Bourdeaux, 
Tours,  and  Rheims.  They  alfo  concluded  a  treaty  concerning  depredations,  the  fame  in  fub- 
flance  with  a  preceding  one  already  exhibited. — See  p.  70,  of  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedcra. 
Sebaftian  Cabot,  or  Gabota,  formerly  employed  by  King  Henry  VII.  of  England,  but 
now  employed  in  Spain  as  chief  pilot,  inftead  of  going  to  the  Moluccas,  as  firft  defigned,  fails 
a  great  way  up  the  vaft  river  De  la  Plata,  and  found  the  country  of  Paraguay  fo  inviting,  that 
be  built  fevcral  forts  in  it,  and  foon  after  that  country  was  planted  by  Spain. 

The  Hans-towns  were  ftillfo  powerful,  that,  in  this  year  1525,  Frederick  I.  King  of  Den- 
mark, was  induced  to  defire  an  union  with  them,  being  feconded  in  that  meafure  by  the  Great 
Mafter  of  Pruffia. 

And  if  PufFendorf 's  Hiftory  of  Sweden  is  to  be  relied  on,  even  the  Lubeckers  alone  fancied 
themfelves  fo  far  mafters  of  the  .northern  kingdoms,  that  they  had  already  fold  Denmark  to 
Henry  VIII.  King  of  England,  who  had  aftually  advanced  to  them  twenty-thoufand  crowns 
on  this  account ;  but,  it  feems,  he  wifely  put  ofF  the  payment  of  the  remainder,  till  tliey 
fhould  aftually  perform  their  engagement. 

Moreover,  King  Guftavus  Erickfon  of  Sweden,  about  this  time,  agreed  with  Frederick  I. 
of  Denmark,  to  refer  their  differences  about  the  ifle  of  Gothland  and  the  province  of  Blekinga, 
&c.  to  the  fix  following  Hans-towns,  viz.  Lubeck,  Hamburgh,  Dantzick,  Roflock,  Wifmar, 
and  Lunenburg ;  between  which  towns  and  thefe  two  Kings  an  alliance  was  made  againfl  the 
expelled  King  Chriflian  II.  who  claimed  all  the  three  northern  crowns  ;  by  which  alliance  a 
final  period  was  put  to  the  union  of  thefe  three  kingdoms  ;  which  union,  the  Swedes  alleged, 
had  ever  been  prejudicial  to  them,  but  beneficial  to  Denmark,  who,  whilfl  they  commanded 
in  Sweden,  lived  like  opulent  lords ;  whereas,  the  native  Swedes,  fays  PufFendorf,  were  flavcs 
and  beggars.    ' 

Although  the  following  treatife  of  geography  was  not,  perhaps,  the  firfl  general  one  of  the 
kind,  fince  the  revival  of  learning,  yet  it  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  old  one :  it  is  a  Latin 
work,  in  folio,,  printed  at  Strafburg,  (Argeniomgi  for  jfrgentoratij  in  the  year  1525,  intitled, 
**  Claudii  Ptolomaei  Geographical  Enarrationis  Libri  ofto.  Bilibaldo  Pirckeymbero  Inter- 
*'  prete.  Annotationes  Joannis  de  Regiomonte  in  Errores  commiffos  a  Jacobo  Angelo,  in 
**  Tranflatione  fua."  . 

After  this  author  has  exhibited  PtoIemy^s  maps,  tables,  &c.  he  gives  us  a  new  fet  of  maps 
of  his  own  compofing,  on  wretched  wooden  plates,  according  to  the  modern  difcoveries  of 
that  period. 

I.  It  appears,  that  by  means  of  the  Portuguefe  difcoveries,  the  charts  of  the  coafb  of  Africa, 
Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India  are  tolerably  correft  for  that  early  period. 

II.  With  refpeA  to  China,  to  which  the  Portuguefe  had  not  as  yet  given  that  more  modem 
name,  and  which  he,  after  the  old  authors  of  the  thirteenth  century,  ftilcs  Cathay,  almofl  all 
that  he  feemed  to  know  of  it  is,  that  it  was  to  be  failed  to  from  India. 

III.  He  calls  America,  *•  Terra  navu  inventa  per  Chrifioph^rum  Columtum,^*  i.  e.  the  new 
land  found  out  by  Columbus  ;  which  feems  to  be  all  that  he  knew  of  it.     But 

IV.  His  map  or  chart  of  what  hecalls  the  Afare  Ccngelatum^  together  with  the  countries  of 
Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden,,  is  miferably  erroneous,  as  is  alfo  that  of  the  Baltic  Sea. 
And  between  Greenland  and  Norway-Lapland,  inftead  of  an  open  fea  he  makes  a  great  bay, 
which  terminates  at  a  fabulous  ridge  of  mountains,  like  thofe  of  Ptolemy,  Sec 

V.  In 
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1^25  V.  In  one  of  his  maps,  be  makes  England  and  Scotland  two  different  ifles,  and  in  another 
but  one  ifle,  though  extremely  erroneous  in  figure,  &c.  Other  parts  of  the  world  are  de- 
fcribed  in  the  fame  erroneous  manner.  This  is  enough  to  (hew  the  infant  ftate  of  cofmogra- 
phical  knowledge  at  that  time. 

About  this  time,  King.  Henry  VIII.  at  a  great  expence,  erefted  the  pier  of  Dover  harbour, 
which  had  been  an  ancient  Roman  port,  by  the  name  of  Dubris.  Being  afterwards  decayed, 
It  was  repaired  by  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  both  the  pier  and  the  harbour  have.lince,  at  many 
different  periods,  been,  with  very  great  charge,  repaired  and  enlarged.  Dover  was  anciently 
a  flourishing  town,  and  had  feven  parifh  churches,  which  have  fiiice  been  reduced  to  two ; 
which  circumftance  was  partly  occafioned  "by  the  lofs  of  Calais,  and  partly  by  the  fuppreffion 
of  pilgrimages  and  monafteries ;  (which  is  alfo  the  cafe  of  the  anciently  famous  city  of  Can- 
terbury) and  partly  alfo  by  the  decay  of  its  harbour  :  yet  Dover  has  fincc,  in  feme  meafurc, 
recovered  its  former  profperity,  and  its  harbour  is  one  of  the  beft  dry  harbours  in  England. 

Nothing  material  of  difcovery  had  been  made  from  England  lince  Cabot's  voyage  to  the 
coafts  of  America,  in  the  year  1496.  In  this  year  1525,  King  Henry  VIII.  fcnt  out  two 
fliips  towards  the  fame  coafts,  one  of  which  was  caft  away  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
the  other  returned  home  the  fame  year  without  any  material  difcovery.  There  are  fome  ^vho 
place  this  attempt  under  the  year  1527,  and  particularly  Hakluyt,  in  vol.  iii.  p.  129.  This 
voyage  is  probably  the  fame  with  that  which  one  Robert  Thorn  recommended  to  King  Henry^ 
for  a  north-weft  pailage  to  the  Moluccas. 

We  (hall  clofe  this  year  with  fome  account  of  a  period  being  put  to  the  once  famous  mer- 
cantile, as  well  as  religious  republic  of  the  Teutonic  Order  in  Pruflia,  after  it  had  exifted 
about  three  hundred  years.  About  one  hundred  years  prior  to  this  tifne,  viz.  in  the  year 
1410,  they  had  received  fo  terrible  an  overthrow  in  the  battle  againft  the  Poles  and  Lithuani- 
ans, as  very  much  weakened  them,  fince,  according  to  Thuanus,  lib,  v.  they  loft  no  Icfs  than 
fifty  thoufand  men.  King  Cafimir  IV.  of  Poland,  who  came  to  that  crown  in  the  year  1444, 
and  died  in  1492,  was  the  means  of  further  enervating  that  Order,  by  bringing  about  a  revolt 
of  many  of  their  towns  and  caftles  to  the  Poles  5  and  he  at  length  reduced  them  to  fuch  diftrefs, 
as  obliged  them  to  agree,  that,  for  the  future,  every  Great  Mafter  of  that  Order  Ihould,  with* 
in  fix  months  after  his  eleftion,  come  to  the  King  of  Poland  in  perfon,  and  take  an  oath  to 
him  as  his  fuperior  liege  Lord.  Yet  even  after  that,  both  Frederick  of  Saxony,  and  Albert  of 
Brandenburg,  (Great  Mafters)  difputed  that  fervile  fubmiffioh ;  and  the  German  Emperors 
and  Imperial  Diet,  of  which  empire  they  had  ever  been  deemed  a  fief,  made  fome  faint  but 
fruitlefs  efforts  to  refcue  them  from  Polifh  vaflalage.  At  length,  Albert,  Marquis  of  Branden- 
burg, Grand  Mafter,  who  was  fitter's  fon  to  Sigifmund  I.  King  of  Poland,  after^'ftruggling 
hard  for  independence,  and  finding  that  the  empire  was  negligent  of  this  their  noble  and  an- 
cieiit  fief,  made  a  treaty  with^iis  uncle.  King  Sigifmund,  whereby  he  renounced  the  title  and 
vows  of  Great  Mafter,  (the  laft  being  inconfiftent  with  his  becoming  a  proteftant  at  this  time, 
fays  Thuanus,  lib  i.)  and  aflumed  the  new  title  of  Duke  of  Pruflia,  thereby  made  hereditary 
in  his  Houfe,  which  enjoys  the  fame  to  this  day,  with  the  fuperior  title  of  a  kingdom.  The 
royal  author  of  the  late  Memoirs  of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburg  fays,  that  King  Sigifmund  I. 
made  it  a  condition  with  his  faid  nephew  to  do  homage  for  his  dukedom  to  the  crown  of  Po- 
land. Yet  this  new  dutchy,  and  newer  kingdom,  is  but  a  part  of  the  whole  country  of 
Pruflia,  being  only  that  portion  of  it  which  lies  furtheft  from  Germany ;  and  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  other  part  of  Pruflia,  which  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Viftula,  we  have  feen,  that,  under 
t  the 
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1525  the  year  I471,  it  was  then  conquered  and  annexed  to  Poland,  with  tlic  title  of  Royal  Pruffia, 
by  King  Cafimir  IV  V/hen  thofe  German  Knights  firft  commenced  the  conqueft  of  Pruffia. 
it  was  merely  through  a  pretended  religious  zeal,  all  the  inhabiunts  being  then  Pagans;  but, 
allured  and  puffed  up  with  their  fucccfsful  conquefts,  they  afterward  found  pretexts  to  make 
war  on  their  neighbours  of  Poland,  &c.  though  Chriftians,  which,  in  the  end,  brought  about 
their  fall. 
IJ26  According  to  Lord  Herbert's  hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIII.  that  King  now  firft  raifcd  his 
gold  from  forty  fliillings  to  forty-four  Ihillings  per  ounce,  and  his  filver  from  three  Ihillings 
and  four-pence  to  three  Hiillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce,  -ftill  preferWng  the  former  pro- 
portion between  thofe  two  metals  of  twelve  to  one.  **  The  benefit  of  this  raifing  of  bullion,'* 
fays  his  Lordfhip,  ''  was  very  fudden  and  great,  by  bringing  back  to  us  from  the  Netherlands 
"  great  quantities  of  our  gold  coins,  which,  by  the  low  price  here,  the  fubtle  Flemings  were 
**  enabled  to  draw  from  us.  So  our  King,  in  two  months  after,  further  raifed  the  price  of 
**  both  metals  one-fortyfourth  part  more,  viz.  the  ounce  of  gold  to  forty-five  {hillings,  and 
*'  the  ounce  of  filver  to  thirty-nine  fhillings  and  nine -pence,  ftill  keeping  to  the  proportion  of 
**  twelve  to  one." 

In  this  fame  year  was  the  famous  treaty  of  Madrid  made  between  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
and  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  then  his  prifoner.  It  is  placed  in  the  fourteenth  volume  of 
the  Foedera,  p.  308  to  326,  under  the  year  1529,  by  miftake.  What  merely  relates  to  com- 
merce, amongft  the  hard  articles  which  the  captive  King  was  obliged  to  agree  to,  is  in  fub- 
ftance  as  follows : 

**  I.  That  only  the  ancient  cuftoms  and  duties  on  merchandize  Ihould  be  paid,  annulling 
**  the  new  impofts  laid  on  within  twenty  years  paft  on  either  fide,  and  particularly  thofe  on 
"  wines  and  fait. 

*'  II.  That  the  prohibitions  by  France,  that  the  woollen  cloths  made  in  Catalonia,  Rouflil- 
**  Ion,  Sardinia,  and  other  parts  of  tlie  kingdom  of  Arragon,  fliould  not  be  brought  into 
*^  France,  be  repealed  fo  far,  as  that  the  faid  cloths,  and  likewife  other  Arragon  merchandize, 
**  may  be  freely  carried  into  France,  either  by  land  or  fea,  yet  not  to  be  fold  there,  but  mere- 
**  ly  in  order  to  their  being  carried  through  France  into  other  countries,  whereby  the  many 
**  hazards  of  a  long  fea  carriage  may  be  faved." 

Thus  we  fee,  that  Spain,  in  thofe  times,  had  a  woollen  cloth  manufafture,  before  the  trea- 
fures  from  Mexico  and  Peru  had  poured  in  amongft  them  in  fuch  vaft  abundance  as  to  have 
made  them  quite  negleft  fuch  a  valuable  branch  of  commerce. 

It  appears  from  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume,  p.  3,  "  That  not  only  now,  but  for  fome  time 
"  before,  certain  merchants  of  Briftol  city  did,  by  the  Ihips  of  St.  Lucar  in  Spain,  trade  to  the 
**  Canary  Ifles,  fending  thither  cloath,  foap^  &c.  and  returning  with  dying  drugs,  fugar,  and 
*•  kid  fldns  ;  and  that  they  alfo  fent  thither  tlieir  fadors  from  Spain." 

In  p.  4,  ibid,  this  author  obferves,  as  we  have  elfewhere  done,  that  the  Spaniards  firft  plant- 
ed vines  and  fugar  canes  in  the  Canaries,  as  the  Portuguefe  alfo  did  in  Madeira;  but  it  is  to 
be  prefumed,  that  they  had  not  as  yet  got  wine  enough  for  exportation  at  thofe  ifles.  He 
adds,  that  at  Palma,  one  of  the  Canary  Ifles,  he  was  well  informed  they  had  twelve  fugar- 
houfcs,  called  ingcnios,  as  the  Spaniards  ftili  name  fuch  places,  in  which  they  made  great  quan- 
tities of  good  fugar  produced  there. 
J527  In  volume  fourteenth,  p.  218,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  treaty  ©f  perpetual  peace  conclud- 
ed between  King  Henry  Vllh  of  England  and  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  wherein  the  latter 

obliges 
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J527  obliges  Iitoifelf  to  pay  Henry  a  perpetual  annuity  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns  ;  and  alfo  as  much 
fait  of  Brouagc^in  Saintongc  annually,  as  (hould  amount  to  fifteen  thoufand  crowns  more 
yearly,  to  be  delivered  on  the  place  to  fuch  as  King  Henry  fliould  impower  to  receive  it. 

To  the  performance  of  which  treaty,  were  again  bound,  agreeable  to  the  ufage  of  thofe 
times,  many  great  lords  of  both  countries,  and  alfo  the  French  cities  mentioned  m  a  former 
treaty,  in  the  year  1525  ;  and  for  King  Henry  the  under-named  Englifh  cities  and  towns, 
viz.  London,  York,  Canterbury,  Norwich,  Coventry,  Winchefter,  Exeter,  Salifbury,  Lin- 
coln, Wells,  Hereford,  Chichefter,  and  Chefter. 

Francis  ftood  in  great  need  of  Henry's  friendfliip,  at  this  time,  againft  tlie  ambitious  fchemes 
•of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. — he  was  therefore  extremely  liberal  of  his  promifes  to  Henry, 
more  cfpecially  as  the  latter  was,  now  aftually  making  large  monthly  payments,  for  fupporting 
the  war  in  Italy  againft  the  Emperor. 

One  Simon  Fifli,  of  Gray's  Inn,  in  his  treatife,  called,  A  Supplication  of  the  Beggars^  to 

the  King,  reprefents  the  number  of  lepers  and  poor  to  be  fo  much  increafed,  that  all  the  alms 

of  the  realm  were  not  fufficient  to  relieve  them,  occafioned,  fays  he,  **  by  counterfeit  holy 

*'  beggars,  who  have  got  into  their  hands  more  than  a  tliird  part  of  the  realm ;— the  goodlicff 

Jordfhips  and  manors  are  theirs,  befides  the  tythes,  oblations,  mortuaries,  &c." — But  his^om<> 

putations  in  political  arithmetic  are  extremely  erroneous ;  for  inftance,  he  fays,  "  there  arc 

**  fifty-two  thoufand  pariflies  in  England,  and  ten  houfholds  to  each  parifh,  in  all  five  hun- 

**  dred  and  twenty  thoufand  houfholds  : — that  every  one  of  the  five  orders  of  friars  received  a 

•**  penny  a  quarter,  and  twenty  pence  yearly  from  each  houfhold  ;  fo,"  fays  he,  **  though  tliefe 

'**  friars  be  not  die  four  hundredth  perfon  in  the  realm,  they  neverthelefs  had  half  its  profits." 

It  was,  even  long  after  this  time,  a  queftion  whether  the  precife  number  of  the  parilhes  of 
England  was  known. 

I.  Their  number,  in  King  Edward  the  Firft's  valuation,  as  appears  from  the  manufcript 
copy  in  the  Bodleian  library,  was  about  eight  thoufand  nine  hundred,  without  including  cha- 
pels, many  of  which  have  fince  been  erefted  into  pariftics. 

II.  According  to  the  valuation  in  the  King's  books,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII.  the 
number  of  pariflies  was  confiderably  above  nine  thoufand. 

III.  Yet  even  in  our  days,  it  is  not  aftually  fettled  whether  there  be  quite  ten  thoufand  pa- 
riflies in  England  and  Wales  :  if  then  the  number  of  pariflies  remains  ftill  uncertain,  it  can- 
not be  wondered  at  that  the  cxaft  number  of  our  whole  people  is  nor  exaftly  known.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  find  many  various^  and  fome  not  a  little  extravagant  computations  on  this 
fubjeft,  of  which  our  Preface  has  taken  notice  :  but  without  takingany  further  cognizance  of 
fuch  conjectures,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that,  from  many  various  reafonings,  there 
may  probably  be  above  feven  million  of  fouls  in  England  at  this  time.  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Hale,  in  his  Primitive  Origination  of  Mankind,  written  about  ninety  years  ago,  makes  them 
to  be  at  leaft  fix  million,  and  fubjoins,  **  That  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  the  gradual  in- 
**  creafe  of  mankind,  to  be  fcen  by  the  curious  obfervations  on  the  bills  of  mortality."  His 
lordfliip  alfo  makes  an  elaborate  comparifon  between  the  number  of  people  in  Gloceftcrfliire, 
with  which  county  he  was  well  acquainted,  at  the  time  of  making  DoOmfday  Book  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  and  the  then  prefent  time  ;  and  he  thinks  them  at  leaft  twenty  times  a> 
many  as  they  were  at  the  former  period,  by  reafon  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  people  in  the 
towns  and  villages  then  in  being,  as  well  as  of  the  great  number  of  towns,  villages,  &:c.  now 

•cxifting,  which  are  not  named  in  that  famous  book.    Yet  though  this  may  pdflibly  be  true  of 
Vol.  IL  G  Gloccf-- 
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%^vj  Glocefterlhlre,  the  fame  proportion  cannot  pofHbly  be  fuppofed  to  hold  in  other  cofinties  ;  and 
it  may  even  be  well,  if  the  number  of  people  at  the  Norman  conqueft,  which  is  fuppofed  ta 
have  been  two  millions,  be  at  this  time  encreafed,  in  feven  centuries,  to  much  more  than 
three  and  an  half  times  that  number,  or  between  feven  and  eight  millions  of  people. 

My  Lord  Herbert  fays,  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  propofed  to  King  Henry  VIII.  a 
treaty  for  felling  to  him  his  claim  to  the  Molucca  or  Spice  iflands,  from  no  other  motive,  pro- 
bably, but  a  view  of  drawing  him  over  from  the  fide  of  France  ;  fince  we  hear  nothing  further 
about  it  afterwards  ;  and  we  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  he  rcfigned  all  his  pretenfions  to 
thofe  iflands  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  ducats,  borrowed  of  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
his  own  title  to  them  not  being  founded  on  a  juft  pretenfion. 

Spain  now  fends  out  Narvaez  with  a  defign,  the  firft  time,  to  make  a  fettlement  in  North 
America,  with  five  fliips  and  four  hundred  men,  for  the  conqueft  of  Florida  ;  but  finding  no 
gold,  and  much  hardlhip,  with  the  lofs  of  fhips  and  men,  the  remainder  got  from  the  North 
Sea  to  New  Spain,  after  living  among  the  Indians  nine  years,  and  travelling  two  hundred 
leagues  ;  at  length  only  three  of  them  returned  alive  to  Old  Spain. 
1528  In  the  fourteenth  volume,  p.  258,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  truce,  between  the  Emperor, 
France,  and  England,  prolonged  for  eight  months  to  come ;  and  not  only  the  mutual  freedom 
of  fifliing  on  the  feas  is  hereby  ftipulated,  1>ut  alfo  the  commerce  between  England  and  the 
Netherlands  was  to  be  abfolutely  free  and  undlfturbed  for  this  and  all  fubfequent  continuations 
of  the  truce  ;  and  moreover,  it  was  agreed  that  the  freedom  of  commerce  Ihould  extend  to  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  as  well  as  to  the  feas  furrounding  the  Britifli  ifles. 

Until  now  the  dominions  of  the  Bifliop  of  Utrecht  were  of  great  extent,  comprehending 
Utrecht,  Groningen,  and  part  of  Friefland,  &c.  But  this  year  being  expelled  by  his  fubjefts, 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  took  him  under  his  protcftion,  and  expelled  the  Gueldrians,  who  liad 
aided  thofe  of  Utrecht,  and  had  taken  the  Hague  and  other  towns  :  yet  the  condition  of  this 
crafty  Emperor's  reftoration  of  that  Prelate,  was,  his  refigning  to  him  for  ever  alf  his  tem- 
poral jurifdi&ion  over  his  territories,  which  was  a  confiderable  accefiion  of  dominion  to  that 
Emperor. 

At  this  time,  in  the  wars  of  Italy  between  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  Francis  I.  of 
France,  the  Imperialifts,  commanded  by  Andrea  Doria,  took  Genoa  from  the  French  ;  and, 
by  virtue  of  his  agreement  with  the  Emperor,  Doria,  to  his  immortal  honour,  reftored  his 
native  country  of  Genoa  to  that  liberty,  and  form  of  government,  which  it  has  enjoyed  to 
the  prefent  time,  inftead  of  imitating  the  Medici  Family  at  Florence,  as  he  might  eafily  have 
done. 

A  war  being  likely  to  break  out  between  England  and  the  Emperor,  (King  Henry  VIII. 
having  at  this  time  entered  into  engagements  with  France)  Lord  Herbert  thereupon  remarks, 
that  our  merchants,  who  ufcd  not  then  the  trade  to  the  many  northern  and  remote  cduntries 
they  now  frequent,  forefecing  the  confequence  of  thofe  wars,  refufed  to  buy  the  cloths  that 
were  brought  to  Blackwell  Hall  in  London  ;  whereupon  the  clothiers,  fpinners,  and  card- 
ers in  many  Ihires  in  England  began  to  mutiny  :  for  appeafing  whereof,  the  Cardinal  Mt- 
nifter  commands  our  merchants  to  take  off  thofe  cloths  at  a  reafonable  price  from  the  poor 
men's  hands,  threatening,  otherwife,  that  the  King  himfelf  (hould  buy  them,  and  fell  them 
to  ftrangcrs ;  but  the  fullen  merchants,  little  moved  herewith,  faid  they  had  no  reafon  to 
buy  commodities  they  knew  not  how  to  vend  :  therefore,  whatfoever  was  propofed  for  fta- 
**  pies  at  Calais,  or  at  Abbeville,"  (the  Englifti  llaple  being  then  at  Antwerp)   **  our  mer- 
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1528  "  chants  did 'not,  oratlcaft  would  not  underftand  it.  But  this  difcontentment  did  equally 
•*  extehd  to  the  inhabitants  of  tlic  Low  Countries,  and  efpccially  to  tliofc  of  Antwerp,  where 
"  the  chief  mart  was." 

This  matter,  however,  blew  over  for  that  time ;  yet  this  relation  plainly  (hews,  that  our 
commerce  to  the  Netherlands  was  the  moft  important  one  we  tlien  pollelled. 

1529  Cortes,  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  having  fent  Saavedra  with  three  (hips  from  New  Spain,  for 
finding  a  paflage  that  way  to  the  Moluccas  or  Spice  Iflands,  one  of  the  (liips  got  fafe  thither, 
and  returned  tlie  fame  way  back  to  Panama  in  the  year  1529,  laden  with  the  fpices  of  thofo 
iflands. — This  voyage  prepared  the  way  for  the  Spaniards  poflefhng  themfelves  of  the  Philip- 
pine Iflcs  in  the  Indian  Seas,  which  they  hold  to  this  time. 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Turks  in  Hungary,  by  Solyman  the  Magnificent,  encouraged  that 
daring  monarch  to  approach  Vienna,  which  he  ventured  to  beliege  in  the  year  1529 ;  but  here 
he  met  with  a  great  overthrow,  with  the  lofs  of  eighty  thoufand  of  his  army,  and  was  forced 
to  raife  that  liege  with  great  precipitation. 

1530  The  catalogue  of  goods  reftored  in  the  year  1530,  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  his  favourite. 
Cardinal  Wolfey,  after  he  had  been  condemned  to  forfeit  all  his  real  and  perfonal  eftate, 
is  to  be  found,  with  their  valuation,  though  probably  much  undervalued,  in  the  fourteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  375,  viz. 

Silver  plate,  at  three  (hillings  and  eight  pence  per  ounce,  (of  which  there  were  nine  thou* 
fand  five  hundred  and  fixty-five  ounces  and  three-quarters).  One  thoufand  ling,  valued  at 
fifty  pounds,  which  is  one  (hilling  each.  Eight  hundred  cod,  valued  at  forty  pounds,  the 
like.  Eighty  horfes,  with  their  furniture,  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  or  one 
pound  feventeen  (hillings  and  fix  pence  each.  Four  mules  for  the  faddle,  with  furniture,  va- 
lued at  fixty  pounds,  or  fifteen  pounds  each.  Six  mules  for  carriage,  valued  at  forty  pounds, 
or  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four  pence  each.  Sixty-two  oxen,  valued  at  eighty  pounds, 
or  one  pound  five  (hillings  and  nine  pence  three  farthings  each.  Eighty  (heep,  valued  at  twelve 
pounds,  or  three  (hillings  each. 

We  may  obferve,  that  this  was  only  what  the  King  thought  proper  to  reftorc  him,  together 
with  three  thoufand  pounds  in  ready  money,  which  was  equal  to  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
in  oMt  time  ;  and  that,  in  all  probability,  there  was  much  more  of  his  immenfe  riches  kept  by 
the  King.  It  is  faid,  that,  of  fine  Holland  linen  alone,  there  were  found  in  his  houfc  a 
thoufand  pieces  :  and  one  may  judge  of  the  reft  by  this  pattern,  (fays  Rapin).  Mr.  Keyfler, 
in  the  Engli(h  Tranflation  of  his  Travels  in  the  years  1729  and  1730,  aflcrts,  that,  two 
hundred  years  before,  one  dollar  would  go  as  far  as  ten  would  do  in  his  time.  That  might 
poflibly  be  fo  in  his  country  of  Germany,  but  tl\e  proportional  difference  was  not  fo  great  in 
England,  France,  and  the  Netherlands  ;  for  he  did  not  confider  that  a  pound  or  livre,  two 
hundred  years  before,  contained  much  more  filver  (and  pofTibly  alfo  his  dollar)  than  in  our 
times ;  that  being  the  only  juft  rule  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  rate  of  living  at  the  two  difliiifk 
periods. 

It  may  not  be  here  improper  to  take  notice  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  twenty-firft  year 
of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  xii.  for  regulating  of  rope-making  in  the  town  of  Bridport,  (therein  al- 
ways named  Burport)  in  Dorfet(hire.  It  fets  forth,  **  That  whereas,  the  people  of  that  town 
**  have,  out  of  time  that  no  man's  mind  is  to  the  contrary,  ufed  to  make  moft  part  of  all  the 
**  great  cables,  hawfers,  ropes,  and  all  other  tackling,  as  well  for  your  royal  (hips  and  navy, 
••  as  for  the  moft  part  of  all  otlier  (hips  within  this  realm,  by  reafon  whereof  your  (aid  town 
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1530  '*  was  right  well  maintained^  &c.'* — Then  comes  the  grievances,  viz.  "That  the  people  of  the 
**  adjacent  parts  to  this  town  have  fet  up  rope-making,  and  make  flight  goods,  whereby"* 
fays  this  a^,  "  the  prices  of  the  faid  cables,  &c.  are  greatly  enhanced :" — (a  very  odd  reafon 
truly  far  enhancing  a  commodity  !     In  feveral  other  a£ts  of  Parliament  of  old,  we  find  the 
pewtcrers,  clothworkers,  &c.  companies  of  London,  and  other  tdwns,  in  their  complaints  a- 
gainft  non-freemen,  among  other  things  confidently  aflerting,  **  that  a  multiplicity  of  artifls 
**  caufcs  the  enhancing  of  the  price  ;"  the  contrary  of  which  is  long  fince  known  to  be  inva- 
riably true.     Neither  is  the  other  accufation  againfl  a  multiplicity  of  workmen  always  true,. 
Tiz.  that  of  making  flighter  goods,  fince  fuch  a  multiplicity  will  as   often  ftrive  to.  excel  ia 
goodncfs  and  ingenuity  as  in  cheapnefs)— •*  and  your  faid  town  or  borough,  by  mean$  whcre- 
'*  of,  is  like  to  be  utterly  decayed." — This  was  probably  true,  and  perhaps  the  only  ground, 
for  procuring  this  law. — For  remedy  whereof  it  was  ^na£ted, 

I.  "  That  all  hemp  growing  within  five  miles  of  Bridport^  (hall  he  fold  na  where  but  ia. 
*^  that  town. 

II.  "  No  pcrfons,  other  than  fuch  a«  fhall  dwell  and  inhabit  the  faid  town,  Ihall  make,  out 
**  of  the  faid  town,  any  cables,  hawfers,  &c.  made  of  hemp,  in  any  other  place  or  places 
**  within  the  faid  diflance  of  five  miles  from  the  faid  town." 

This  law  is  but  too  palpable  a  confirmation  of  what  we  have  elfewhere  remarked,  that  the: 
preambles  to  many  afts  of  Parliament,  and  alfo  very  often  the  reafons  afiigned  for  particular 
claufcs,  ar«  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on,  in  point  of  juft  and  true  reafoning. 

In  this  fame  year  1530,  the  city  of  London  obtained  a  decree  of  the  Star  Chamber,  wherein, 
it  is  reprefentcd, 

♦ 

I.-  "  That  the  realm  is  over-run  with  foreign  manufaftures. 

II.  *<  That  foreigners  export  bacon,  cheefe,  powdered  beef,  mutton,  &c.  whereby  great 
portions  of  corn,  vidual,  &c.  grown  and  bred  within  the  realm  are  confumed." 
Thefe  are  fuch  grievous  accufations.  as  would  generally  be  deemed  bleflings  in  our  days* 
Thus"  fays  a  reverend  and  learned  modern  writer  (Dr.  Tucker)  on  this  fubjeft,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  this  decree,  *'  did  the  monopolizing  focieties,  in  thofe  infant  days  of  com* 
**  mei-ce,  impofe  on  the  legiflature,  not  tlien  judges  of  commerce.     And  by  fuch  means,  fo« 
**-  reigners,  being  greatly  difcouragcd,  withdrew  from  us,  and  with  them  many  of  our  owa 
^*  raanufaftures  ;  infomuch  that  our  woollen  manufaSures  very  much  declined,  and  foreign 
"  cloth  was  fold  cheaper  tlian  our  own,  by  means  of  thofe  monopolizing  laws  ;  the  nation 
*'  grew  thinner  of  people,  and  provifions  not  felling  fo  well,  the  gentlemea  turned  much  land 
"  into  fhcep-walks,  for  fupplyrng  the  Netherlands  with  wool." 

In  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xiii.  intitled,  "  Spiritual  Perfons  abridged 
**  from  having  Pluralities  of  Livings,  and  from  taking  of  Ferms,  &c."  there  is  the  following 
claufe,  "  Andbe  it  enafted,  that  if  any  perfon,  having  one  .benefice  with  cure  of  foul,  being 
**  of  the  yearly  value  of  eight  pounds  or  above,  accept  and  take  any  other,  with  cure  of  foul, 
"  — that  then,  and  immediately  after  fuch  poflTeffion  had  thereof,  the  firfl  benefice  fhall  bfr 
**  judged  in  the  law  to  be  void.  And  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  every  Patron,  having  the  advowfon 
«*  thereof,  to  prefent  another ;  and  the  prefentee  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  fame,  in  fuch  man- 
*•  ner  and  form  as  though  the  incumbent  had  died  or  refigned." 

Now  although  clergymen,  in  thofe  times,  were  all  fir^le  perfons,  it  mufl  be  allowed  that 
forty  pounds  of  our  money  is  but  barely,  and  indeed  hardly,  fufficicnt  to  keep  a  fingle  man 
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1530  With  decency  ;  for  the  rate  or  proportion  of  living  appears  then  to  have  been  near  about  five 
times  cheaper  than  in  our  days,  when  we  conlider  the  before  mentioned  valuation  of  Cardinal 
Wolfey's  cattle ; — tliough  this  clergyman's  eight  pounds  was  ftill  equal  to  twelve  pounds  of 
our  filver  coin. 

This  year  1530  is  alfo  memorable  for  the  rc-eftablifhraent  of  the  Medici  Family  as  fove- 
reigns  in.  Florence ;  which  city  being  taken  by  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth's  army,  after 
aw  obftinate  refi fiance,  the  Florentines,  in  their  capitulation,  ftipulated  the  enjoyment  of  th-ir 
ancient  liberty,  but  left  it  to  that  Emperor  to  fettle  the  form  of  their  future  government.  The 
Emperor,  without  regarding  the  capitulation,  cftabliftied  Alexander  de  Mcdicis,  who  had 
married  a  natural  daughter  of  the  Emperor's,  to  be  hereditary  Sovereign  of  Florence,  in  whofe 
lineage  it  remained  to  our  days  ;  when  Cofmo,,  the  laft  duke,  died  without  iffbe,.  and  it  was 
fettled  in  the  houfe  of  Lorrain. 

In  this  year,  Dionyfiu«  Harris,  of  London,  merchant^  was  appointed  by  King  Henry  VIIL 
to  be  Conful  of  the  Englifli  merchants  at  Candia  during  life. — Foedera,  volume  xiv.  p.  389., 
This  is  the  firft  Engliiliman  who  was  appointed  Conful  in  thofe  remote  parts,  where  the  Eng- 
lilh  commence  being  but  fmall,  our  own  merchants  might  not  as  yet  be  well  enough  acquaint- 
ed with  their  cuftoms,  language,  &c.  for  that  office.  The  year  following,  the  King  appoint- 
ed a  fdceigner  (ibld^  p.  424)  to  be  Conful  at  Scio,  or  Chios,  and  parts  adjacent  in  the  Archi* 
pelago,  during  the  King's  pleafure  only  ;  whereas,  tillnow^  allforeignconfuls  had  been  con* 
fiituted  fuch  during  life. 

It  was  about  this  time,  (or  rather  a  little  fooner,  according  to  Paulo  Paruta^s  Hiflory  of  Ve- 
nice, book  vii.  part  I.)  that  the  famous  Turkifh  Sultan,  Solyman  11.  fliled  the  Magnificent, 
is  faid  to  have  been  firft  inftruAed,  by  his  famous  Admiral  Barbarofia,  to  manage  a  navy,  and  all 
things  elfe  relating  to-  maritime  armaments  ;  the  Turkifh  Emperors  having,  till  now,  applied 
themfelves.  principally  to  the  increafing  their  power  by  land  armies  only.     It  was  by  this  fam« 
ous  fea  commander's  advice  that  the  Turks  firfl  manned  their  gallies  with  flaves,  infVead  of 
having  before  been  manned  with  only  raw  and  inexperienced  men.     By.  fuch  regulations  did. 
*  BarbarofTa  greatly  increafe  the  fkill  and  ftrength  of  the  Turkifh  navy,  which,  from  that  time, . 
became  much  more  terrible  to  Chriftendom  thaiv  it  had  ever  been  ;  which  not  only  the  Ve- 
netians, but  alfo  the  Genoefe,  foon  and  fadly  experienced,  by  the  lofs  of  moft  of  their  ifles. 
and  ports  in  the  Levant  Seas.     Yet,  in  our  days,-  the  naval  flrength  and  fkill  of  the  Turks  is 
again  greatly  diminifhed. 

In  this  fame  year  1530,  Heyradin  Barbarofia- Baflfa,  obferving  that  the  Spanifh  fort  on  the 
ifland  before  Algiers  was  an  obftruftion  to  the  fafc  lying  of  his  fhips,  determined  to  be  maf- 
ter  of  it,  and  he  accordingly  befieged  and  took  it :  whereupon,  he  joined  that  ifle  to  the  city 
by  a  noble  mole,  fo  that  it  has  ever  fince  been  a  fine  and  fafe  harbour.  This  fame  Heyradin 
did  infinite  mifchief  to  the  commerce  of  the  Chriflians  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Laflly,  fo  early  as  this  time,  according  to  Hakluyt,  Captain  William  Hawkins  of  Ply- 
mouth, made  a  voyage  to  the  Guinea  Coafl,  and  traded  there  for  elephant's  teeth,  &c.  and 
from  thence  failed  to  Brafil,  where  he  alfo  traded.  In  thofe  early  days,  the  Europeans  had 
not  as  yet  confined  the  commerce  of  their  American  colonies  fo  entirely  to  themfelves,  as  to-- 
tally  to  exclude  the  approach  of  all  otlier  nations  thither.  Captain  Hawkins  traded  to  Brafil 
again  in  the  year  1332. 
1531  Several  hiftorians  tell  us,  that  in  the  year  1531,  a  terrible  earthquake  happened  at  the* 
city  of  Lifbon,  which  laflcd  eight  days,  and  overthrew  one  thoufand  five  hundred  houfes  and 
many  churches. 

The 
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1531       The  fame  year,  the  new  canal  from  Bruflels  to  Antwerp  was  begun,  but  not  complcated  till 
the  year  1 560, 

Antwerp,  being  now  in  great  profperity,  and  poffefling  an  immenfe  commerce,  the  inha- 
bitants built  their  then  famous  Bourfe,  or  Exchange,  the  nobleft  of  that  age  in  Europe,  for 
the  daily  refort  of  merchants  of  all  nations.  Upon  the  front  of  that  edifice,  according  to 
Louis  Guicciardini,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Netherlands,  there  was  the  following  infcription  : 

S.  P.  Q;,         A. 

In  Ufum  Negottatorum    cujufcunque   Nattonis   ac   Lifigu^e^    Urbtfqne  adeo   fua   Ornamentum^ 

Anno  MDXXXi,  a  Solo  extrul  curaverunt, 

;.  e.  "  The  Senate  and  People  of  Antwerp  crefted  this  Strufturc  for  the  Accommodation  of 
**  Merchants  of  all  Nations  and  Languages,  and  for  an  ornament  to  their  City,  in  the 


t^ 


year  1531. 


»> 


Guicciardini  gives  us  the  rife  or  original  of  this  name  of  Bourfe,  given  to  fuch  edifices  in 
fcveral  cities  of  Europe. 

There  was,  it  fcems,  before  this  time,  a  fquare  commodioufly  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the 
city  of  Bruges,  in  which  Hood  a  large  ancient  building  that  had  been  erefted  by  the  noble  fa- 
mily of  La  Bourfe,  (which  fignifies  Purfe  in  French  and  Flemifh)  whofecoat  of  arms  on  its 
walls  was  three  purfes.  The  merchants  of  Bruges  made  this  old  houfe  the  place  of  their  daily 
aflemblies;  and  when  afterwards  they  went  to  the  fairs  of  Antwerp  and  Mons,  they  called  the 
places  they  found  there  for  the  merchants  affembling,  by  the  name  of  La  Bourfe,  or  the  Bourfe 
or  Purfe  ;  where,  at  length,  that  name  alone  obtained.  The  French  merchants  alfo  carried 
that  name  to  the  fame  kind  of  places  at  Rouen,  and  even  as  far  as  Touloufe  :  yet,  (fays  he) 
Queen  Elizabetli  of  England,  in  whofe  reign  he  wrote,  upon  viewing  the  newly-ercfled  mag- 
nificent Bourfe  of  London,  would  needs  have  it  called  the  Royal  Exchange,  though  foreign- 
ers there  ftill,  (fays  he;  call  it  the  Bourfe  Royale.  He  tells  us  alfo,  that  in  Antwerp  there  is 
an  handfome  edifice,  called  the  Englifli  Bourfe,  built  in  the  year  1550,  for  the  accommodation 
of  Englifli  merchants  and  their  merchandize.  Alfo  another  noble  bourfe  or  ftrufture  for  the 
German^  Hans-towns  merchants,  and  their  merchandize,  called  in  Latin,  Domus  Hanfa  Teu^ 
ionica  facrl  Romani  Imperii, 

From  Stowe,  and  other  old  writers  of  the  Englifli  annals,  we  learn,  tliat,  in  this  year,  the 
rates  or  prices  of  the  following  provifions  in  England  were,  viz.  an  ox,  one  pound  fix  fliillings 
and  eight  pence  ;  a  fliecp,  two  (hillings  and  ten  pence ;  an  hog,  three  fliillings  and  eight  pence ; 
a  pig  and  a  capon,'  fix  pence. 

My  Lord  Herbert  relates,  that  King  Henry  VHL  being,  in  this  fame  year,  informed,  that 
Jtalian  and  other  foreign  merchants  brought  commodities  into  England  which  they  fold  well, 
and  then  returned  the  money  home  by  exchange,  to  the  cxhaufting  of  the  wealth  of  this  realm, 
and  diminution  of  his  culloms  ;  he  therefore  iflued  a  proclamation,  purfuant  to  a  branch  of  a 
ilatute  of  King  Richard  HL  **  That  no  money  they  took  here  for  felling  their  wares  fliould 
*•  be  exchanged  to  other  countries,  but  fliould  be  employed  in  the  commodities  of  his  realm, 
**  which,  as  long  as  it  was  obferved,  proved  a  great  benefit  to  both  King  and  fubjeft."  This 
might  pofiibly  be  true  hi  thofe  days,  and  is  one  proof  of  the  fmallnefs  of  commerce,  compared 
to  what  it  is  in  our  time,  when  fuch  unreafonable  reftraints  would  create  infinite  diforders  in 
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^S3^  commerce,  if  not  a  total  ftagnation,  wherever  they  (hould  take  place.  It  therefore  alfo  fhews 
how  little  that  King's  advifcrs  underftood  the  true  nature  of  commerce,  and  the  true  intercfl 
of  the  kingdom. 

Beggars,  and  the  other  neceflitoas  poor  of  England,  had  as  yet  no  other  relief  than  an  ad: 
of  Parliament  of  this  twenty-fccond  y?ar  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  xii.  in  the  year  1531, 
whereby  the  juftices  of  every  county  were  empowered  to  grant  licences  to  poor,  aged,  and  im- 
potent perfons,  to  beg  within  a  certain  precindl ;  and  fuch  as  fhould  beg  without  or  beyond 
that  licence  or  precinft,  were  either  to  be  whipped,  or  elfe  to  be  fct  in  the  flocks  three  days 
and  three  nights,  with  bread  and  water  only  :  alfo  begging  vagabonds  fhould  be  whipped,  &c. 
as  in  King  Henry  Seventh's  reign,  in  the  year  1496. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  publifhed  a  long  edift  in  his  Netherland  pro- 
vinces, much  to  the  fame  effcft,  wherein  he  juftly  remarks,  That  the  trade  of  begging  fixes 
them  in  idlenefs,  and  leads  them  into  badcourfes  of  life;  none  therefore,  except  mendicant 
friars  and  pilgrims,  ftiall  beg,  under  pain  of  imprifonment,  whipping,  &c.  yet  poor  people, 
reduced  by  fire,  war,  or  inundations  are  alfo  an  exception. — AH  the  poor  refiding  in  our  pro- 
vinces one  whole  year  Ihall  remain  where  they  are  fettled,  and  (hare  in  the  alms  which  fhall 
be  ordered  them  ;  and  a  common  purfe  to  be  eftablifhed  at  all  poor  houfes,  hofpitals,  brother- 
hoods, &c.  where  alms  is  ufually  given,  poor  boxes  in  churches,  and  once  or  twice  in  every 
week  magiftrates  Ihall  colle£l  alms  in  churches,  and  at  private  houfes,  for  the  faid  poor. — Idle 
and  roguifh  livers  fhall  be  compelled  to  work. — Poor  women  in  childbed,  and  alfo  orphans 
and  foundlings,  to  be  taken  care  of,  and  the  latter  put  to  fcbools,  and  taught  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  the  pater  nofter,  creed,  and  ten  commandments,  and  put  to  trades  and  fervices.  But 
fince  thofe  old  times,  Holland  has  fo  greatly  improved  in  their  methods  of  provifion  for  help- 
lefs  poor,  and  the  forcing  idle  ones  to  labour,  as  make  their  regulations  a  pattern  for  all  other 
nations  upon  earth. 
1532  A  very  great  alteration  now  happened  both  in  the  form  and  in  the  fubftance  of  the  law  in 
Scotland,  occafioned  by  King  James  Fifth's  inftituting  a  new  College  of  Juftice,  commonly 
called  the  Bench  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Seflion,  framed  upon  the  model  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris ;  that  Prince  being  much  attached  to  French  ufages,  by  having  married  both 
his  Queens  from  France.  It  confifled,  and  flili  confifts,  of  a  Lord  Prefident  and  four  other 
Lords,  commonly  together  called  the  fifteen  Lords  of  Seflion,  but,  in  more  legal  fenfc,  the  Se- 
nators of  the  College  of  Juftice.  *'  Thefe,"  fays  our  Camden,  **  fit  and  adminifter  juftice,  not 
**  according  to  the  rigour  of  law,  but  with  rcafon  and  equity.  They  are  governed  by  the  civil 
*•  law,  in  cafes  where  no  ftatute  law  nor  long  cuftom  intervenes,"  as  they  were  before  by  the 
feudal  law.  Some  make  this  alteration  of  the  Scotifti  law  to  have  happened  five  years  later, 
viz.  in  1537. 

In  volume  xiv.  p.  433,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  that  King  Henry  VIII.  having  entered  into 
a  ftrifter  alliance  with  King  Francis  I.  of  France  againft  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  the  mari- 
time force  of  each  party  was  to  confift  of  a  fquadroii  of  fhips,  (not  naming  either  their  number 
tonnage,  or  force)  having  one  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers  in  it,  with  artillery,  &c.  which 
fquadron,  when  demanded  by  cither  party,  was  to  cruize  between  Uihant  and  the  Downs  for 
fix  months  in  the  year,  for  the  defence  of  both  coafts  of  Englarni  and  France  from  the  at* 
tempts  of  the  Emperor.  And  if,  in  the  Netherlands,  the  Emperor  fhould,  at  any  time,  fcize 
op  the  Englidi  merchants  and  their  effefts,  Francis  hereby  obliges  bimfelf  to  feize  on  the 
Netherlanders  effeAs  in  France  for  fatisfaftion.     On  the  other  lidci  Henry  ftipulates  to  do  the 

fame 
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1532  fame  in  England  in  behalf  of  the  French  merchants,  in  cafe  the  cfFeAs  of  thefc  laft  fliould  be 
feizcd  in  the  faid  Netherlands. 

The  Lubcckers  fall  out  with  the  Hollanders,  on  account  of  the  affiflancc  afforded  by  the 
latter  to  King  Chriftiern  of  Denmark. 

In  the  twenty-third  year  of  King  Henry  VHI.  fays  flail's  Chronicle,  p.  201,  upon  Stokef- 
ley  Bifhop  of  London's  exhorting  his  inferior  clergy,  at  a  general  meeiing,  to  contribute  to- 
wards paying  the  hundred  thoufand  pounds  which  they  had  granted  to  the  King,  to  exempt 
them  from  the  premunire^  the  faid  clergy  replied,  **  My  Lord,  twenty  nobles  a  year  is  but  a 

bare  living  for  a  prieft ;  for  now  vltayle^  and  every  thing  in  manner,  is  fo  dear,  that  poverty 

in  manner  forceth  us  to  fay,  Nay."  Now  twenty  nobles  made  but  fix  pounds  thirteen 
ftiillings  and  four-pence,  and  money  not  weighing  above  one  and  one-half  of  our  filver  coin, 
thofe  clergy  had  not  above  ten  pounds  yearly  to  live  on ;  fo  that  the  rate  of  living  muft  then 
ftill  have  been  near  five  times  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 

In  the  fame  year  1532,  the  new  liaven  at  Middelburg  in  Zealand  was  begun,  and  was  finifh- 
cd  in  two  years  after. 

The  Emperor  Charles  Fifth's  fleet,  commanded  by  Doria,  confifting  of  eight  great  fliips 
of  war  and  forty-four  gallies,  was  now  fo  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Turks,  that  they  durft  not 
face  them.  -Doria  therefore  took  Coron  in  the  Morca,  after  a  (harp  fiege  ;  and  then  he  failed 
nip  the  Archipelago,  and  took  the  Afiatic  caftle  of  the  Dardanelles,  but  was  not  able  to  take  the 
European  caftle,  by  reafon  of  the  approach  of  a  great  body  of  Turkifli  forces ;  wherefore  he 
failed  homewards.  Coron  was,  in  the  year  following,  befieged  by  the  Turks  with  eighty  gal- 
lics ;  but  the  Imperialifts,  with  thirty  (hips  and  twenty-feven  galHes,  obliged  the  Turks  to 
abandon  the  fiege  of  that  place. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  twenty-third  year  of  King  Henry  VHI.  cap.  vii.  in  confirmation  of  one 
of  the  fifth  of  Richard  II.  concerning  the  importation  of  wines  to  be  in  Englifh  (hips  only, 
and  by  Engli(h  mafters  and  mariners,  the  prices  of  the  following  wines  are  thus  afcertained, 
viz.  "  None  fliall  fell  any  French  wines  above  eight-pence  per  gallon,  or  one-penny  per  pint ; 
**  nor  Malmfey,  Sack,  Rumney,  or  other  fweet  wines,  aibove  twelve-pence  per  gallon." 

-By  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  faid  twenty-third  of  King  Henry  VIII.  for  mending  the  havens 
of  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  and  Teingmouth  in  Devonlhire,  and  of  Falmouth  and  Fowey  in 
Cornwall,  it  is  aflerted,  that  the  faid  ports  were,  in  former  times,  efteemcd  the  principal  and 
moft  commodious  havens  of  England,  until  they  became  much  choaked  up  by  the  gravel, 
^and,  rubble,  &c.  of  certain  works  of  tin  in  thofe  counties,  called  ftream  works ;  and  that 
(liips  of  eight  hundred  tons  burden  have  formerly  come  eafily  into  thofe  havens  at  low 
water,  whereby  a  great  multitude  of  (hips,  as  well  foreign  as  Englilh,  have  been  preferved 
and  faved  ;  whereas  now  a  (liip  of  one  hundred  tons  can  fcarcely  enter  tliem  at  half  flood. 
'533  ^y  ^"  ^^  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iii.  beef,  pork,  mutton,  and  veal  were 
firft  dircfted  Xo  be  fold  by  weight ;  no  perfon  to  take  above  one  halfpenny  for  a  pound  of  beef 
or  pork,  nor  above  three  farthings  for  mutton  and  veal.  On  this  occafion,  James  Howell,  in 
his  Londinopolis,'  remarks,  that  the  number  of  butchers  in  London  and  its  fuburbs  did  not 
dicn  exceed  eighty,  each  of  whom  killed  nine  oxen  weekly,  which,  in  forty-fix  weeks,  (none 
being  then  killed  in  Lent)  amounts  to  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty  oxen 
•yearly.  My  Lord  Herbert  obfervcs,  that  this  law  was  afterward  juftly  repealed,  in  confidera- 
tion  that  unfeafonable  years  did  not  permit  any  certain  rule  for  the  prices  of  flefh  meat,  which 
4«rcre  afterward  referred  to  be  fixed  occafioilally  by  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 

By 
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^533  By  anoditr  ftatutc,  cap.  xi,  ♦*  the  ftrcct  way  between  Charing-crofs  and  Strand-crofs,"  i.  d. 
near  where  Somcrfet  Houfc  now  is  fituated,  in  the  fiiburbs  of  London,  "  was  direfled  to  be 
**  fufBcieady  paved  aiid  maintained  at  the  charge  of  the  owners  of  tJie  lands  adjoining.'* 
This  ftiews  that  the  Strand  w^s  not  as  yet  built  into  a  continued  ftrcet. 

A  ftatute  iit  this  fame  twenty-fourth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iv.  direfted,  that  for  every 
fixty  acres  of  land  in  England  fit  for  tillage,  one  rood  (hould  be  fown  with  flax  feed  or  hemp 
feed.  And  by  the  fifth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  v.  that  Queen  had  power,  by  her  proclama- 
tion, to  revive  that  law  in  fuch  counties  as  Ihe  (hould  judge  proper,  "  for  the  better  pro- 
••  -vifioa  of  nets  for  help  and  furtherance  of  filhing,  and  for  efchewing  of  idlenefs  V*  but  no 
mention  of  a  linen  manufad:ure  is  therein  made. 

The  currant-tree^  or  fbrub,  is,  by  feveral  authors,  faid  to  have  been,  in  or  about  this  year 
1533,  firft  brought  from  the  ifle  of  Zante,  belonging  to  Venice,  and  planted  in  England  ;  its 
fruit  then  being,  by  thofe  authors, 'called  grapes  of  Gorinth,  This  truly  delicious  fruit  or 
grape  is  longfince  become  every  where  in  fuch  great  plenty,  throughout  Britain  and  Ireland, 
that  it  would  be  difiicolt  to  convince  fome  people  tliat  currants  were  not  original  natives  here ; 
which  is  alfo  the  cafe  of  many  other  fruits,  plants,  roots,  and  flowers.  Dr.  Heylin,  in  his 
Cofmography^  obferves,  "  That  the  people  of  the  iiland  of  Zante  were  very  poor  when  firft 
^*  the  Englifh  reforted  to  trade  thither  for  their  currants;  and  that  thofe  iflanders  much  won-- 
**  dered  to  what  end  they  annually  brought  away  fuch  quantities  ;  aflcing  the  Englifh,  whether 
"  they  ufed  their  currants  to  dye  cloths,  or  clfc  to  fatten  their  hogsi"  He  adds,  *'  that  our 
**  trade  tliither  has  enriched  thofe  iflanders." 

In  the  fame  year  1533,  the  Lubeckers,  who  had  been  ferviceable  to  Guftavus  Erickfon, 
otherwife  named  Vafa,  of  Sweden,  demanded  of  him  the  fole  right  of  trading  on  his  northern 
fea-coafts ;  but  this  being,  by  that  great  Prince,  judged  unreafonable,  they  thereupon  demanded 
immediate  payment  of  what  he  owed  them;  and  alfo  joining  wkh  the  refugees  of  the  exiled 
King  Chriftiern's  party,  they  propofcd  to  themfelves,  fays  Puffendorf,  no  lefe  than  the 
conqueft  of  the  northern  kingdoms. 
Concerning  this  King  Guftavus  I.  Voltaire  obferves,  "  That  he  was  the  firft  of  the  Swedifh 
Kings  who  made  foreign  nations  fenfibleof  the  weight  which  Sweden  might  have  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Europe,  at  a  time  when  European  policy  was  putting  on  a  new  face,  and  when  firft 
the  notion  was  ftarted  of  a  balance  of  power.  Sweden,"  continues  this  author,  "  had  as 
yet  no  regular  commerce  nor  manufaftures,  and  th€  ufeful  inventions  were  unknown  there. 
**  It  was  this  King  Guftavus  who  firft  drew  the  Swedes  out  of  obfcurity,  and  likewifc  encour- 
**  aged  the  Danes  by  his  example." 

The  city  and  ftate  of  Tunis  was  now  ^educed  to  the  fubjeftion  and  obedience  of  the  Otto- 
man court,  by  means  of  Hcyradin  the  Turkilh  rover,  to  whom  that  people,  who  were  diC- 
contented  with  their  King,  applied  for  relief.  Whereupon,  Hcyradin  joyfully  addrcfled 
Solyman  the  Magnificent,  who  fent  a  fleet  and  army  to  be  under  Hcyradin's  dircftion, 
with  which  he  poflTefled  himfelf  of  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Tunis,  and  expelled  their 
King  Muley-Haflan  :  thus  Tunis  came  under  tlic  proteftion  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  who  ap- 
pointed Hcyradin  to  be  Bafla  thereof. 
•S34  Jacques  Cartier  failed  from  France  in  the  year  1534,  with  one  fhip,  upon  difcoveries,  chief- 
ly with  a  view  to  find  a  north-weft  paflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  He  failed  into  the  Bay.  of  St. 
Lawrence,  as  far  as  the  ifle  of  AflTumption,  and  returned  home  the  fame  year.  The  next 
year  he  failed  up  the  great  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  or  Canada,  with  three  fliips,  as  far  as  Mont- 
Vol.  IL  H  real. 
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X534.rcal,  two  hundred'leagues  from  it$  entrance,  and'wintered. there  amongft  the  natives;,  fonae  of 
whom,  with  their  King,  he  invited  on  board  his  (hip,,  oa  pretence  of  an  entertainment,  an<L 
carried  tlxemhome  to  St.  Malocs,  (where  their  King  died- four  years  after)  in  hopes  thereby  to* 
gain  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  their  country,  and  of  the  expeded  paffage  to  India.  But,  it  feems^. 
this  treacherous  dealing  juftly  provoked  the  natives  Xa  far,  tliat  diey  could  not,  in  many  years, 
after,  be  brought  to  permit  the  French  to  trade  thither.  Qn  Cartier's  return,  in  the  year  1536^ 
be  found  many  French  (hips  fi(hing.on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  which,  fhcws.how  early 
the  French  engaged  in  that  fifliery. 

Cartier  made  no  fettlement  in  Canada,  but  erefted'  a  crofs  tKerc^  with  the  arms^of  his. 
King,  Francis  L  and  called  the  country  LaNouvelle  France;  yet  a  village  tlicrc  has=perpe- 
tuated  his  name, to  this  day,.  In.  Sebaftian  Munfter's  Gcographia  vetu&etnova,  Bafileae,  1540^ 
there  is  a.  map  of  Am&rica,  which  he  calls  Novus  Orbis,  and  names  that  part  wliere  Canada  is- 
ikuated,  Francifca;.  he.  alfo  has  C.  Britonumon  hia«map^  where  Gape  Briton  is  (ituated. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  in  this  twenty-fifth  year  of  King.Henry  VUL  cap.  vixl.  the  high* 
ftreet  ia  London,,  between. Holborn-bridgeaiKl  Hoiborn-barsi  at  the  weft-end  therecxf,  was 
direftcd  to  be  paved  with:  paving-ftoije;  that  is,  we  may  fnppofe,  from  St.  Andrew's  church 
weftward,  the  other  part  down  to  the  bridge-  being  ali'eady  paved;  The.  ftreets  of  Southwark. 
were  by  tloe  fame  ftatute  alfo  direfted  to  be  paved  ;  and  that  every  one  (hall  maintain  the  faid 
pavement  before  his  own  ground,  or  forfeit  to  the  King  fixpencc  for  every  yard  fquarc 

Under  the  year  14893.  we  have  fceji  the  ftaterof  hufbandry  in  England  at  that  time.    It  feems^ 
the  evil  tlien  complained  of  was  grown  to  a  greater  head  in  this  twenty-fifth  of  King  Henry. 
tlie  Eijghtli ;  for  a-hw  now  made,  cap.  iq,  "  reprefents  the  cuftom  of  engroffing  great  num- 
**  bers  .of  (heep.in  one  man's  hands,,  for  that  end  keeping  many  farms  in  the  fame  hands,  as  a? 
**  pra£tice  whidi  has  been  but  within  a  few.  yeais  paft ;.  putting  fuch  lands  as  they  can  get  into* 
*'  pafture,.  and.  not  to  tillage ;  whereby  they  not  only  pulled  down  churches  and  towns,  and- 
•*  enhanced  tlie  old  rates  of  rents,  or  elfe  brouglit  them  to  fuch  cxcefllve  fines,  that  no  pooc 
**  man  is  able  to  meddle  with  them,  but  alfo  have  enhanced  the  prices  of  all  manner  of  corn,. 
•*  catde,  wool,  pigs,  gccfe,  hons>,  chickens,  eggs,  &c;  by  reafoxi.  whereof,  a  marvellous  mul-- 
**  titude  of  people  be  not  able  to  provide  meat,  cloaths,.  &Ci  for  themfelves  and  families.     One 
**  of  the  greateft  oQca(k>n8  why  thafe  greedy  and  covetous  people  do  keep  fuch  great  quantities- 
"'  of  lands  in  their  hands,,  from  the  occupying  of  the  poor  hufbandman,  and  do  ufe-  it  in  paf- 
**  ture  and  not  in  tillage,  is  only  the  great  profit  that  cometh  of  flieep,  now  got  into  few  per- 
"  ibns  hands,  in  refpeftof  the  whole,  number-  of  the  King's  fubjefts;  fo  that  fome  have  twenty- 
"  fourthoulknd,  fome  twenty  thoufand,  fome  from  ten  thoufand  to  five  thoufand  (heep;  where- 
**  by  a  good' (heep;  that  ufed  to  be  fold' for  two-,  (hillings  and  fourpence  or  three  (hillings,  at 
^  moft>  is  now  fold  for  fix  (hillings,  or  five  (hillings,,  oe  foux  (hillings  at  kaft ;.  and  a  ftona 
**  of  wool,  which  ufed  to  be  fold  for  one  (hilling  and  fixpence,  or  one  (hilling  and  eigh»pencc^ 
«  is.  now  Ibid  for  fous  fliillings,   or  three  (hillings   and  fourpence,   at  leaft,  &c. — Which. 
**  things-tend  to. tha  decay  of  hofpitality,  the  dimini(hingof  the  people,  and  to  the  let  of  cloth- 
•^  making,  whereby  many  poor  people  have  been  accuftomcd  to.bcfet  oa  w-ork. — For  remedy^ 
•^  it  was  in  fubftance  enafted,. 

*'  K  Tliat  none  (hall  keep  above  two  thoufand  four  hundred  (heep,  excl'ufive  of  Iambs,  at 
^  any  one  time„  unlefs  it  he  on  his  own  lands  of  inhexitance ;.  in  wJiich  cafe  he  is  not  hereby 
*^  limited,,  nor  arc  fgiritual  pcrfons*, 

**  IL  Noi 
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"*534      "  ^^'  ^o  "1^^^  fhall  hold  above  two  fiirms  i  in  the  parilh  of  one  of  which  two  he  fliall  be 
^*  obliged  to  live  and  rcfide  himfelf." 

The  increafeof  the  woollen  manufaftureincreafing  the  demand  for  wool,  gave  rife  to  this 
praftice  of  engroffing  farms,  and  turning  them  into  fhecp -walks  :  which,  undoubtedly,  can 
be  managed  by  much  fewer  hands  than  tillage  farms,  fo  that  depopulation  muft  ncccflarily 
cnfue. 

We  have  feen  the  monopolizing  few  in  favour  of  iTi^  town  of  Bridport,  for  cngroffing 

Tope-making  to  ihcmfclves,  cxcliifivc  of  the  villages  or  open  country.     We  have  now  fuch 

another,  upon  a  "petition  to  Parliament  from  tiie  city  of  Worccfter,  and  tht;  towns  of  Ev^fliam, 

Droitwrcli,  Kidderminftcr,  and  Bromfgrove;    reprefenting,  Thait  the  faid  cities  and  towns 

^erc,  in  times  paft,  well  and  fubftantially  inhabited,  and  employed  in  the  manufafture  of 

woollen  cloths,  until,  within  a  few  years  paft,  that  divets  perfons,  dwelling  in  the  hamlets, 

thorijs,  and^illages  of  the  faid  fhire,  have  not  only  engrofled  end  taken  into  their  hands  fun- 

'dry  farms,  and  become  graziers  and  hufbandmen,  but  alfo  make  all  manner  of  cloths,  alid  ex- 

ercife  weaving,  fulling,  and  fhcaring,  within  their  own  houfes,  to  the  great  depopulation  of 

the  faid  crty  and  towns.     For  remedy,  it  was  hereupon  ^n&ftfed,  cap.  xviii.  **  Thatno  perfoa 

***  within  WoTceflcrfhire  (hall  make  any  cloth  but  the  proper  Inhabitants  of  the  "faid  cfty  and 

**  towns,  excepting  perfons  who  make  cloths  folcly  for  their  own  and  family's  wearing.'* 

Thus,  the  Icgrflature,  in  former  times,  were  too  often  miftaken  with  refpcft  to  tlie  trufc  in- 
tereft  of  the  public.  It  is  the  cheapnefs  of  the  manufafture  which  enables  the  merchant  to  ex- 
port it,  and  to  underfell  all  foreign  competitors ;  and  the  thus  confining  it  to  towns,  was  tlie 
way  to  make  it  come  dearer  to  the  merchant  than  it  would  have  done,  had  it  been  i^i  the  open 
country,  where  every  neceflary  is  cheaper  than  in  towns  ;  which  point  thofe  Worctfftcnnono- 
polifts  well  underftood,  and  that  therefore  they  could  not  hold  the  manufactures  long,  without 
a  reftrifting  law  to  bring  it  back  folely  to  themfelves.  Formerly,  the  counties  of  Surrey, 
Berks,  &c.  adjacent  to  London,  enjoyed  a  confidcrable  woollen  raanufefturc ;  but  their  vicinity 
to  the  metropolis  occafioning  all,  or  moft  neceflaries  to  become  dearer  than  in  more  remote 
parts,  the  diftant  northern  and  wcftern  counties  have  got  that  manufafture  to  themfelves :  and 
as  the  northern  counties  have  neceflaries  considerably  cheaper  than  the  weftem  ones,  it  is  ap- 
prehended they  will,  in  time,  gain  confidei-able  ground  on  the  latter  in  this  rcfpeft. 

The  progrefs  which  the  Portuguefc  made,  at  this  time,  in  the  Eaft  Indies-  was  very  extmordi- 
nary.  We  find  Da  Cunha,  in  this  year,  had  built  the  fort  of  Din,  had  fcnt  a  fleet  one  hun- 
<lred  leagues  np  the  river  Indus,  and  had  invaded  the  kingdom  of  Canlbaya  with  his*  land- 
army.  But,  as  it  is  not  our  defign  to  give  a  particular  relation  of  their  exploits  in  India,  the 
reader  may  confult  Captain  Stevens's  Portuguefc  Afia,  printed  in  Englifh,  -in  1695,  in:  three 

-volumes,  in  oftavo. 

The  Hans-towns  of  Lubect  and  Hamburg  muft  "have  Iseen,  at  this  time,  very  confiderable, 
as  well  as  enterprizing,  when,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert's  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
of  England,  ♦*  that  King,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  againft  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor,  being  dc- 
firous  to  have  a  King  on  the  throne  of  Denmark,  then  vacant  and  eleflive,  in  his  inrereft,  had 
an  offer  made  to  him  by  thofe  two  cities,  that,  for  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns, 
**  they  would  ibakc  a  King  of  Denmark  who  fliould  be  at  his  devotion."— ^See  the  year  1525. 
*•  That  a  great  fum  of  money  was  lent  by  tliatKing  on  this  account,"  according  to  a  Dutch 
.iiiftory  which  his  Lordftiip  had  feen;  ^*  whereupon  alfo  they  proceeded  m  their  war,  which 
^  yet  at  laft  being  compofed,  King  Henry  demanded  rc-paymcnt|  they  haying  failed  i\y  their 

Ha  **  under- 
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1534  "  undertaking."  It  feems,  that  on  the  death  of  Khig  Frederic  I.  of  Denniark,  when  that 
kingdom  was  much  divided  by  faftions,  thofe  Hans-cities  found  means  to  perfuade  the  fenates 
of  Copenhagen  and  Malmoe  to  join  in  their  confederacy  ^  and  thus  ftrengthened,  they  at  firft 
had  great  fuccefs  againft  the  Danes  ;  who  having,  however,  in  the  end,  elefted  King  Chrif- 
tian  III.  and  being  alfo  adifted  with  money,  fliips,  and  troops  by  King  Guftavus  I.  of  Swe- 
den, they  beat  the  Lubeckers  near  Helfinburg,  and  afterwards,  in  a  fea-fight,  defeated  their 
whole  fleet,  carrying  a  great  many  of  their  fliips  into  Denmark. 

According  to  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume,  p.  g6,  from  about  the  years  151 1  and  1512^  to  the 
year  1534,  divers  tall  fliips  of  London,  and  of  Southampton  and  Briftol,  had  an  unufual  trade 
to  Skiiy,  Candia,  and  Chios,  and  fometimcs  to  Cyprus,  and  to  Tripoli  and  Baiuth  in  Sy- 
ria. They  exported  thither  fundry  forts  of  woollen  cloths,  calf-lkins,  &c.  and  imported  from 
thence  filks,  camblets,  rhubarb;  malmfey,  mufcadel,  and  other  wines;  oils,  cotton-wool, 
Turkey  carpets,  galls,  and  India  fpices :  our  merchants  likewife  employed  at  this  time  feveral 
foreign  fliips  in  that  trade,  as  Candians,  Ragufans,  Sicilians,  Genoefe,  and  Venetian  galeaffes  ; 
alfo  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  fliips ;  yet,  in  tliofe  days,  they  generally  were  a  whole  year  in 
thofe  voyages,  as  were  two  fliips  going  this  year  from  London  to  Candia  and  Chios ;  which 
voyage  was  found  fo  hazardous  and  dangerous,  that  one  of  thole  Ihips  was  put  into  Elackwall 
dock,  and  never  more  went  to  fca, 
'S3S  '^^^^  "^^^  y^*^»  ^  ^*P  ®f  ^'^*^  hundred  tons,  from  London,  went  on  the  fame  Levant  voy- 
age, with  one  hundred  perfons  in  her,  and  returned  in  eleven  months,  and  the  Englifli  mer- 
chants fettled  faflors  in  thofe  places.  All  which  particulars  the  indefetigable  Hakluyt,  long 
after,  jiollefted  from  the  ancient  merchant  books  of  thofe  times ;  and  he  traced  thofe  voy;iges 
^owneven  to  the  year  1552,  though  they  were  not  fo  frequent  in  the  latter  years  as  in  the 
former.  .  In  thofe  parts  they  met  with  French  and  Genoefe  fliips.  There  are  journals  remain- 
ing of  thofe  old  voyages,  which  fliew  how  difiicult  they  were  then  tliought  to  be.  1 

The  expelled  King  of  Tunis,  Muiey-Haflan,  being  taken  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  becaufe  Hcyradin  Barbarofla,  who  expelled  him,  and  who  was  appointed 
Bafla  of  Tunis,,  was  inceflantly  infefting  the  coafls  of  Naples  and  Sicily  ;  the  Emperor,  there- 
fore determined,  in  this  year  1535*  to  chaftife  Heyradin's  inlblence,  by  attacking  his  new  do- 
minions with  a  powerful  fleet  and  land-forces  from  Spain,  widi  which  he  not  only  took  the 
city  of  Tunis  and  the  fortrefs  of  Goletta,  but  difcorafited  Heyradin  both  by  fea  and  land ; 
whereupon  he  reftorod  King  Muley  Haflan,  and  delivered  many  Chriftian  captives*  But  it 
was  agreed  that  Haflan  fliould  remain  under  Charles's  proteftion,  and  the  Goletta  fort  be  gar- 
rifoned  by  Spanifli  ttx>ops,  at  Muley-Haflan*s  expence;  that  coiumcrciaJ  privileges  were  to  be 
allowed  to  «I1  Cbriflians,  arrd  their  churches  tolerated  in  Tunis ;  all  which  was  enough  to 
make  the  Moors  hate  their  King  more  than  before :  the  Spaniards,  therefore,  foon  loft  all 
which  they  had  conquered  in  that  quarter. 

On  this  occafion,  we  rauft  not  forget  the  great  gcnerofity  of  a  very  famous  and  rich  mer- 
chant of  Auglburg,  named  Fugger,  who  had  alfo  an  houfe  and  great  dealings  at  Antwerp. — 
For  defraying  the  expence  of  this  expedition  to  Tunis,  the  Emperor  had  run  greatly  in  debt 
to  Fugger,  who  had,  at  this  time,  the  honour  of  the  Emperor's  partaking, of  an  entertainment 
at  his  houfe;  when,  to  teftifyhis  refpcft  for  tliat  Prince,  Jie  not  oJily  niade  afire  in  his  hall 
'  with  cinnamon,  but,  which  enterta'med  bis  Imperial  Majefty  much  more,  Fugger,  before  his 
face,  threw  all  the  Emperor's  bonds  into  that  xroftly  fire^  xtow  made  much  more  fo  by  that 
great  aft  of  gener^fity. 

It 


OFTHEORXGIKOFCOMMBRCE.  6l 

1535  It  was  in  this  year,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert,  that  great  ordnance  of  brafs,  as  cannon 
and  culvcrins,  were  firft  made  in  England,  they  having  before  been  obtained  from  foreign 
parts. 

We  may  have  already  obferved,  that  fince  the  acceffion  of  King  Henry  VHI.  there  was  not 
only  a  great  increafc  of  the  woollen  manufafturp  of  England,  but  likewife  of  its  foreign  com- 
merce, and  alfo  many  other  marks  of  increafing  riches.  Neverthelefs,  any  one  entirely  un- 
acquainted with  the  circumftances  of  England  at  that  time,  would  be  led  to  imagine  quite  the 
contrary,  By  only  perufing  the  preambles  of  certain  afts  of  Parliament  of  the  twcnty-fixth  and 
twenty-feventh  years  of  that  King's  reign,  where  it  is  faid,  *'  That  great  numbers  of  houfes 
•*  have,  of  a  longtime,  lain  in  ruins  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  occafioned  by  a  fire  there  twenty- 
**  fix  years  before ;  alfo  in  Lynn  Bifhop  in  Norfolk;  and  in  Nottingham,  Shrewfbury,  Lud- 
**  low,  Gloceftcr,  firidgnorth,  Queenborough,  and  Northampton;  many  of  which  ruins, 
^*  filled  with  nafiinefs,  are  in  the  principal  ftrects  of  thofe  towns,  where,  in  times  paft,  have 
V  been  beautiful  dwelling  houfes  well  inhabited.  And  therefore  the  owners  are  thereby 
**  direded  to  rebuild  them  in  a  fixed  time,  or  elfe  the  property  to  go  to  the  Lord  of  the 
•*  manor,  or  to  the  community  of  thofe  rcfpedive  towns." 

Upon  which  we  fliall  only  obferve,  that  no  certain  opinion  or  judgment  can  be  formed  of 
the  general  ftate  of  a  nation  from  the  declenfion  of  certain  particular  towns  in  it.  Commerce 
is  ever  fhifting  and  varying ;  and  there  are,  even  in  our  days,  (when  commerce  and  wealth  are 
fo  greatly  increafed  fince  thofe  times)  particular  towns  that  are  in  a  declining  (late,  fiom  cer- 
tain local  circumftances.  Poflibly,  and  cveii  probably  too,  the  manufaftures  of  thofe  towns 
we  have  juft  mentioned,  or  at  leaft  of  fome  of  tli^em,  by  fpreading  into  the  adjacent  villages, 
and  perhaps  into  other  counties,  might  be  the  occafion  of  luch  dcclenfion.  PolTibly  alfo,  ^the 
ikirts  or  fuburbs  of  fome  of  thefe  places  ipight  be  fo  over-built,  which  is,  in  fome  degree,  the 
cafe  in-London  itfelf,  as  to  make  the  centers  ot*  fuch  places  neglefled,  more  efpecially  if  thofe 
fuburbs  were  exempted  from  the  heavy  freedom  fines  of  fuch  corporations ;  which  laftcon- 
fideration  I  conceive  to  have  been  the  probable  caufe  of  the  decay  of  thefe  towns. 

In  this  year  the  firft  commercial  treaty  between  any  Chriftian  Monarch  in  Europe  and  the 
Ottoman  Porte  was  concluded  between  Francis  L  King  of  France,  and  Solyman  II.  fumamed 
the  Magnificent,  Turkifh  Emperor  or  Sultan.  It  fecms  Francis  had,  before  this  time,  been 
intriguing  at  Conftaniinople,  to  bring  the  Turks  to  invade  the  Imperial  dominions  on' the 
fideof  Auflria;  wherefore,  this  new  .Moft  Chriftian  Ally  of  the  Turks  obtained,  in  return, 
many  commercial  privileges  for  the  French  in  Turkey,  befid^  their  being  allov^red  to  have  a 
conful  of  their  own  nation  in  the  feveralports  of  that  kingdom,  both  for  civil  and  criminal 
aflairs,  together  with  the  private  ^xercife  of  their  own  religiorr. 

Thefe  privileges  France  alone  enjoyed  in  Turkey  for  fome  time,  cxclufivc  of  all  other  Eu- 
ropean  nations,  who  were  not  allowed  to  refort  at  all  to  that  country,  unlefs  they  came  thither  > 
under  the  protcftion  of  France,  or  under  French  colours. 

The  Venetian  ftate  next  obtained  a  fimilar  commercial  treaty  with  the  Turks,  ia  rcSo. 

'  And  next  to  them  the  Englilh  obtained  the  fame  advantage,  without  the  interpofition  of  any 

other  nation,  in  1604.     And  then  the  Hollanders  concluded  a  commercial  treaty  with  the 

Turks.     Laft  of  all,  Genoa,  though  not  till  the  year  166;;,  obtained  alfo  a  commercral  treaty 

with  tl>c  Ottoman  Porte,  as  will  be  Ibewn  in  the  next  century. 

In  this  fame  year,  Mendosa  was  font  from  Spain  with  two  thoufand  two  hundred  foldiers 
to  the  river  De  k  Plata,  in  Paraguay ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  vaft  river  he  founded  the 

t  town 
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1535  town  of  Bucnos-Ayres,  which,  though  foon  abandoned  daring  his  abfence,  was  again  re«* 
«founded,  as  alfo  fomc  othex  towns  and  colonies  of  Paraguay. 

1536  Until  this  year,  Portugal  enjoyed,  without  a  rival,  the  folc  trade  of  all  the  vaft  wcftcrft 
.  coatts  of  Africa,  fo  thatconfiderable  riches  bad  been  brought  to  Lifbon,  even  bdfore  the  Por- 
^  tuguefe  had  made  their  difcoveries  in  either  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies. 

But  next  to  the  Portuguefc,  tlie  Engiifh  now  began  to  trade  to  the  Guinea  Coaft,  fc^ne  of 
whom,  it  is  faid,  were  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  bring  home  in  one  voyage  above  one  hundred 
n  pounds  weight  of  gold  duft,  befide  elephants  leetli,  &<:•     Yet  tlie  Englifli  erefted  no  forts  on 
s  that  coaft»till  long  after  this  time. 

The  French  next  (and  foon  indeed  after)  fell  into  this  African  trade,  as  will  hereafter  be 
fhewn  ;  and  laft  of  all  die  EXutch  engaged  in  it. 

In  the  fourteenth  volume,  p.  563,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  King  Henry  VIII.  having 

fuppreffed  the  hofpital  or  liftcrhood  of  Seynt  James  in  tlie  Fyide  near  Weftmiafter,  he  grants 

to  one  of  thofe  fitters,  named  Jaoe  Harwood,  fix  pounds  thirteen  Ihilliags  and  four-pence  per 

.annum,  (equal  to  ten  pounds  of  our  money-: — See  the  year  1532,)  during  life,  for  her  fupport. 

The  King  thereby  declares,  **  That  the  faid  houfe  or  hofpital  of  Seynt  James  in  the  Fylde 

•  **  he.had  now  inclofed,  and  there  made  a  parkand  manor  for  himfelf;"  at  prefent  they  arc 
tlic  royal  palace  and  park  of  St.  James's,  in  the  liberty  of  Weftminfter, 

.  Ihid.  p.  571,  the  Earl  of  Wiltlhire,  father  to  Queen  Ajine  Boleyn,  had  now  -the  office  of 
•Lord  Privy  Seal  conferred  on  liim,  witli  tlie  fame  falary  as  in  foixner  reigns,  viz.  twenty  fliil- 

•  lings  pcrday. 

In  this  twenty-feventh  year  of  ^King  Hoary  VIII.  an  extremely  well-judged  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment pafled,  cap.  xxvi,  "  whereby  the  PriiKapality  of  Wales,  which  had  long  before  been 
•*'  abfoluteljr  brought  wider  fuhjeftion  to  the  crown  of  England,"  but  by  reafon  of  the  wars 

r  with  France,  and  between  the  houfcs  of  York  and  Laacaft^r,  a  great  part  of  it  had  be- 
come barbarous  ;again,  "  was  now  totally  united  and  incorporated  with  England,  its  people 

'  **  being  -declared  Englifli  fubjefts  to  all  intents  whatever,  and  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  laws  of 
**  England  alone ;  all  their  own  peculiar  tenures,  defcents,  cuftoms,  and  ufages  contrary 

.  **  thereunto  being  hereby  abphflied.     Tlie  whole  Principality  was  now  divided  into  twelve 
"  Ihires,  as  at  prefent,  befide  Monmouthfliirc  and  the  town  of  Haverfordwcft,  which  was 

.«*  before  a  county  of  itfelf."  And  by  the  aft  of  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  this 
Kiag,  cap.  xxvi,  it  is  declared,  tbat^eight  have  been  ihires  of  ancient  tiaic^  and  the  four  new- 
ly made  are  Radnor,  Brecknock,  Montgomery,. and  Denb^h.  In  this  copious  aA,  many 
regulations  were  made  to  reduce  Wales  entirely  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England;  and 
divers  lordlhips  and  manors  in  the  marches  of  Wales  were  annexed  to  the  couaties  of.- Salop, 
Hcrefoud,  and  Glocefter.  The  Juftice  of  Chefter  had. annexed  to  his  office  the  fhires  of  Den- 
bigh, Flint,  and  Montgomery,  and  yet,  fays  the  aft,  he  fhalliave  notliing  but  his  old  fee  of 
one  hundred  pounds  yearly.  And  three  other  Jufticcs  are- appointed,  each  having  three  coun- 
ties under  his  circuit,  and  each.of  thefe  three  Jufticcs  had  fifty  pounds  yearly  falary. 

By  thefe  wife  regulations,  not  only  all  former  national  prejudices  on  either  fide  have  been 
gradually  removed,  but  the  people  of  Wales  Jjave  bqcn  brought  to  a  more  Jkiduftrious  courfe 
of  living,  by  applying  themfelves  to  manufafture$,  and  the  better  cultivation  of  their  lands  - 
fo  that,  in  our  prefent  times,  that  country  wears  quite  another  and  more  beautiful  afpedl  thaa 
whto  this  incorporating  union  was  made.  And  we  hearno  more  of  the  rapine,  murders, 
lice.  l>efore  fo  frequent  on  the  borders  .or  xnarches  between  England  and  Wjtles»  but,  to  the 

mutual 
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1536  mutual  felicity  of  both  countries,  a  regular  iiitercourfc  has  long  fince  been  eftabliflied  between- 
thero,  in  like  manner  as  between  one  county  of  England  and  another. 

In  Mr.  Strype's  edition  of  Stowc's  Survey  of  London  we  find,  that  coals  at  Ncwcaflle  were, 
this  year,  at  two  Ihillings  and  fix- pence  per  chaldron,  which  might  be  about  five  fhiiiings  at 
London. 

Under  thfs  year,  Kaacfon,  in  his  Chronology,  relates,  "  That  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in 
••  the  city  of  Delft  in  Hollwid,  which  deftroyed  the  two  churches,  many  monafteries,  nine 
**  thoufand  three  hundred  houfes ;  and  much  people  and  wealth  were  confumed,  and  only 
•♦  three  hundred  houfes  left  ftanding."     For  which  he  quotes  Annales  Belgicse. 

If  Delft  had,  at  that  time,  nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  houfes  in  it,  it  muft  have  been*  a  very 
eonfiderable  city,  containing  fifty-feven  tlioufand  fix  hundred  people,  if  only  fix  perfons  be 
allowed  to  each  houfe. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1535,  and  the  beginning  of  this  fame  year  r536.  King  Henry 
VIIL  fuppreffed  all  the  leffer  monafieries  ;  that  is,  fuch  as  had  eftates  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum.  Bifhop  Burnet,  the  learned  and  judicious  author  of  the  Hi(h)ry  of 
the  Reformation,  obferves,  that  the  full  report  of  the  vifitation  of  thofe  houfes,  previous  to 
their  fuppreffion,  is  loft;  yet  hefaw  an  extraft  of  a  part  of  it,  concerning  one  hundred  and 
forty-fcAir  houfes,  wiiich  contained  abominations  in  it  equal  to  any  that  were  in  Sodom  !  In 
fome  they  found  tools  for  coining;  and  beiefly,  inalmoftallof  them,,  the  grcateft  lewd nefs 
and  wickednefs.  My  Lord  Herbert,  p.  441,.  fays,  that  the  yearly  amount  of  all  thefe  lefler 
monafteries  was  thirty-two  thoufand  pounds,  but  that  the  King  fold  them  at  fuch  eafy  rjttes,  to 
enable  them  to  keep  up  rhe  Iwfpitality  which  the  monks  had  done  when  they  were  poffcfled  of 
them,  adding  thereto  a  penalty  of  fix  pounds  thirteen  Ihilling^and  four-pence  per  month  on- 
the  farmers  and  pofleflbrs  of  the  monafteries  and  lands  belonging  to  them,  on  failure  of  keep* 
ing  up  hofpitality  and  hufbandry  therein.  **■  But,"  adds  his  Lordfhip»  "•  the  penalty  being 
not  ordinarily  required,  due  hofpitality  was  for  the  moft  part  neglefted^  for  the  forfeitures! 
being  great,  were,  at  the  fupplication  of  tla  Parliament,  (tw<nty-firft  James  I.  cap*  xxvlii.) 
**  wholly  aboliftied  at  length  by  die  indulgence  of  that  King."  Somewhat  furely  ought  to 
have  been  done  in  time,  for  preventing  the  poor  from  becoming  fo  heavy  a  weight  on  the 
hnded  and  trading*  interefts,  as  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  tlicy  would  be  the  cafe  on  tiie  fuppreflioi> 
©f  thofe  monafteries,  whofe  kitchens  were  ever  open,  to  thepoor  of  their  neighboarhood. 

Had  the  purdiafers  of  thofe  church  lands,  in  every  parifh>  been  obliged  by  their  tenures  to 
fupport  the  poor  thereof,  or  at  Icaft  to  contribute  thereto  in  a  much  greater  and  fixed  pvopor- 
tion  than  otiiers,  it  would  have  been  extremely  reafonable,  as  they  purchafed  them  at  very- 
low  prices..  This  would  have  been  more  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  a  free  and  trading  people, 
than  my  Lord  Herbert's  fcheraeof  annexing  them  ail  to  the  crown  for  ever,  for  enabling  our 
Kings  to  keep  a  good  army  and  navy,  without  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  people's 
purfcs  from  time  to  time  r  a  dangerous  fcheme  for  a  free  people  ! 

It  is  faid  there  were  ten  thoufand  monks  and  nuns  difmified  by  this  fuppreffion  of  the  lefler 
monafteries,  to  ftek  their  livings  where  they  could.  To  the  men,  if  in  orders,  was  given  » 
prieft*s  habir,  amd  forty  Ihiliings  in  money;  but  to  the  nuns  only  a  gown,,  fuch  asfecular 
women  wore.  Some,  however,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  for  furrendering  their  houfes,  gor  fmall 
yearly  penfions.  Now  if  thefe  ten  thoufand  perfons  cauld  not,  whilft  in  their  monafteries,. 
^end  lefs  annualljr  thatt  fcvei>  pounds  each  on^a  medium,  then  the  faid  eftates  were  at  leaft 
voxtkfcvcnty  thoufand  pounds  per  aamunii  which  fum  being,  by  the  increafed  valui^  of  lands 
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1536  and  other  improvements  in  our  days,  equal  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  at 
the  rate  of  five  to  one,  would  be  probably  lefs  than  their  yearly  value  at  this  day. 

In  the  faid  year  1536,  King  Henry  VIII.  gives  encouragement  to  certain  merchants  to  fend 
out  two  fhips  on  difcovery  to  the  north  coafts  of  America,  wherethey  vifited  Cape  Bretoa 
and  Newfoundland ;  and  being  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions  there,  they  returned 
home  in  Oftober  the  fame  year.  And  although  this  voyage  proved  unfavourable  to  the  prin- 
cipal defign  of  finding  a  north  weft  paffagc  to  India,  yet  it  gave  rife  to  the  very  beneficial 
fifhery  of  the  Englifh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  on  which  barren  iflandone  Mr.  Hoare 
of  London,  merchant,  attempted  a  fettlement  at  this  time,  though  he  met  with  much  misfor- 
tune in  that  unfuccefsful  attempt. 

In  the  fame  twenty-feventh  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  xxv.  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled. 
To  enable  the  governors  and  magiftiates  of  counties,  towns,  and  parifhes  to  find  and  keep 
every  aged,  poor,  and  impotent  perfon,  who  fhould  have  dwelt  three  years  in  any  place,  by 
way  of  voluntary  alms,  with  fuch  convenient  alms  as  fhould  be  thought  meet  by  tlieir  dif- 
**  cretion,  fo  as  none  of  them  fhall  be  compelled,  (/.  e.  neceflitatcd)  to  go  openly  in  begging; 
V  and  to  compel  fturdy  vagabonds  to  work.  Alfo  that  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age, 
**  and  above  five,  who  live  in  idlenefs,  and  fhall  be  taken  begging,  may  be  put  to  fervice.-— 
No  perfon  fhall  make  any  open  or  common  dole,  nor  fhall  give  any  money  in  alms,  but  to 
the  common  boxes  and  common  gatherings  in  every  parifh." 
TWs  being  the  firft  law  made  in  England  that  feemed  to  make  any  provifion  for  aged  poor, 
&c.  yet  being  merely  voluntary,  it  will  appear  from  fucceeding  ones,  that  it  did  not  prove  by 
any  means  efFeftual.  Thofe  open  doles  were  made  by  perfons  of  wealth,  and  of  a  charitable 
difpofition,  at  the  gates  of  their  houfes  on  certain  fixed  times,  whither  the  poor  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood came,  at  a  known  hour,  to  have  money  or  provifions  dealt  out  to  them,  and  are  faid 
to  be  flill  praflifed  in  our  own  days  in  many  parts  of  Scotland. 

1537  There  having  been  an  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament,  which  direfted  of  what  length  and  breadth 
the  linen  cloths  called  lockrams  and  dowlas,  made  in,  and  imported  from  Britany,  fhould 
be,  fa  thing,  indeed,  fomewhat  extraordinary,  to  direft  another  nation  concerning  their  own 
manufaftures)  the  French  thereupon  abfolutely  refufed  to  fell  us  linens  of  thofe  dimenfions  ; 
and  as  thofe  linen  cloths  were  ufed  to  be  paid  for  by  Englifh  woollen  cloths  exported  to  Bri- 
tany, whereby  great  numbers  of  our  weavers,  tuckers,  fpinners,  dyers,  wool  pickers,  &c. 
were  conllantly  employed  ;  alt  which  being  now  fufpended,  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  made  in 
the  twenty-eighth  of  Henry  VIII,  cap.  iv.  which  repealed  the  above-named  ftatute. 

'  By  another  ftatute  of  this  year,  cap.  xiv.  the  prices  of  wines  are  fixed,  viz.  no  perfon  fhall 
fell  any  Gafcon  or  French  wines  at  above  eight-pence  per  gallon,  and  one  penny  per  pint ; 
nor  Malmfcys,  Romneys,  Sacks,  and  other  fweet  wines  above  twelve-pence  per  gallon,  and 
and  three  halfpence  the  pinV. 

About  this  time,  according  to  Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  commenced  the  cloathing  trade 
of  the  town  of  Halifax  in  Yorkfhire;  his  words  are  to  this  efFcft,  •*  That  befide  the  then 
•*  largenefs  of  its  parifh,  which  contained  eleven  chapels  and  twelve  thoufand  men  in  it,  no- 
•*  thing  is  fo  admirable  in  this  town  as  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  notwithftand- 
"  ing  an  unprofitable  barren  foi],  have  fo  flourifhed  by  the  cloth  trade,  which,  within  feventy 
««  years  paft,  they  firft  fell  into,"— Camden  publifhed  his  firft  edition  in  1607, — *'  that  they  are 
-**  become  very  rich,  and  have  gained  a  reputation  for  this  above  their  neighbours.  And  this 
^  confirms  the  truth  of  the  old  obfervation,  That  a  barren  country  is  a  great  whet  to  the  in- 
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1537  '*  duftry  of  its  natives  ;  whereby  alone  we  find  Nuremburg  in  Germany,  Venice  and  Genoa 
^*  in  Italy,  and  Limoges  in  France,  in  fpite  of  their  fituatlon  on  a  barren  foil,  have  long  been 
"**  flourifliing  cities." 

Solyman  the  Magnificent,  the  Turkifh  Emperor,  feeling  the  great  lofs  his  people  fuftained, 
by  being  deprived  of  fupplying  Europe  with  fpices  and  other  Indian  merchandize  from  the  port 
of  Alexandria,  made  an  attempt  this  year  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  out  of  India.  He  for  that 
end  lent  his  Admiral,  Solyman  BafTa,  with  eighty  (hips  and  gallies,  from  the  ports  of  the  Red 
Sea,  to  bcficgc  thfe  ftrong  fort  of  Diu,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Indus.  The  Turks,  however, 
were  repulfed  with  firmnefs,  after  ufing  all  kinds  of  means  to  mafter  it. 
^538  Juft  upon  the  diilblution  of  monafteries,  by  the  order  of  ThomasCromwell,  Earl  of  Eflex, 
Vicar-General  of  King  Henry  VIII.  every  incumbent  minifter  in  all  the  parilhes  in  England 
w^s  enjoined  to  keep  a  regifter  of  weddings,  chrlftenings,  and  burials.  This  laudable  cuftora 
has  been  continued  ever  fince,  though  it  is  to  be  feared  not  fo  carefully  as  it  lliould  be. 
It  is  a  pra£lice  which,  on  many  important  occafions,  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  princes  and  ftatef- 
XBen,  both  for  political  and  mercantile  confiderations,  and,  as  Bifhop  Nicholfon  obfcrves, 
aiFords  fomc  of  our  beft  helps  towards  preferving  hiftory  :  and  the  ufe  of  it,  (fays  he) 
might  be  of  a  yet  further  extent,  if  care  were  taken  to  regifter  alfo  many  other  remarkable 
occurrences  relating  to  the  public  concerns  of  the  feveral  parifties  :  and  therefore,  perfons  of 
all  perfuafions  or  opinions  ought,  under  a  penalty,  to  be  obliged  to  regifter  the  fame  in  the 
veftry  books  of  every  parifh.  Such  regifters  are  alio  of  great  ufe  and  authority  in  law  difputes 
and  trials,  for  evincing  tlie  age  of  perfons,  and  the  titles  to  eftates,  &c. 

In  this  year,  Fcrdinando  Soto  having  had  a  grant  from  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  of  the  coun- 
try of  Florida,  he  fent  thither  nine  Ihips  and  fix  hundred  men  at  his  own  expence,  and  travel- 
led many  hundred  leagues  over  that  country,  meeting  with  many  great  misfortunes ;  and  after 
various  battles  with  the  natives,  returned  home  in  the  year  1543,  with  only  half  his 
men. 
1539  In  the  year  1538  was  begun,  and  in  1539  was  compleated,  the  diflblution  of  all  the  re- 
maining Abbies,  called  the  greater  ones,  and  foon  after  thofe  in  Ireland. 

My  Lord  Herbert  computes  the  total  yearly  value  of  them  all,  both  greater  and  lefler  ones, 
to  be  one  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand  pounds,  but  this  is  far  from  being  an  exadbaccount 
of  their  annual  value ;  for  the  Abbots  and  Priors,  forefeeing  the  impending  defolation,  had 
raifed  the  fines  for  leafes  very  high,  which  brought  the  rents,  in  confequence,  very  low,  that 
they  might  procure  the  means  to  fupport  themfclves  when  they  Ihould  be  expelled.  Indeed, 
the  heads  of  thofe  convents  had,  in  part,  at  leaft,  long  before  adopted  that  practice,  that  they 
might  not  be  bound  to  entertain  too  great  a  number  in  their  houfes  ;  by  which  meafure  they 
had  much  enriched  thcmfelves. 

The  anonymous  author  of  a  fmall  folio,  printed  in  the  year  1689,  with  the  title  of,  The 
happy  future  State  of  England,  (faid  by  many  to  be  the  Earl  of  Anglefey)  «'  thinks  there  were 
**  in  all  about  fifty  thoufand  perfons  maintained  in  all  the  convents  of  England  and  Wales.'* 
Now,  if  they  were  then  maintained  at  fcven  pounds  each  perfon,  their  annual  expence  would 
be  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  which  probably  was  near  the  then  yearly  value  of 
their  lands;  and  living  being  ftill  about  five  times  cheaper  than  in  our  days,  the  total  yearly 
\alue  of  their  lands  in  our  money  would  be  one  million  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds.  And  if,  on  an  average.,  thofe  lands  Idc  worth  twenty  years  purchafc,  (as  being  fincc 
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1539  greatly  improved)  then  the  total  value  or  purchafe  of  all  the  faid  Abbey-lands  may  be  zhoMt 
thirty-five  millions  fterling.  That  anonymous  author  further  obfervcs,  "  That  as  Camden» 
*'  in  his  Britannia  (1607)  makes  all  the  pariihes  of  England  amount  to  nine  thoufand  two 
"  hundred  and  eighty-four,  thereto  may  be  added  twenty-fix  bilhops,  twenty-fix  deans,  fixty 
**  arch-deacons,  and  five  hundred  and  forty-four  prebendaries  ;  thcfc,  joined  to  feveral  rural 
"  dcanrics,  may  make  about  one  thoufand  more ;"  (though  here  our  author  feems  to  have 
forgot  that  the  deans  and  arch*deacons,  as  well  as  the  prebendaries,  have,  almoft  without  ex- 
ception, at  leaft  one  parifli  living,  in  fome  of  which  they  may  perhaps  officiate,  though  but  few, 
without  entertaining  a  curate.)  "  And,"  continues  he,  *'  there  being  then,  (/.  ^.  at  the  dif* 
folution  of  the  monafteries)  **  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  about  fixty  thoufand  Undents,  who, 
•*  in  expeftation  of  church  preferments,  either  as  regulars  or  as  fee ulars,  abftained  from  mar- 
"  riagc,  there  were  then  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  perfons  reilrained  by 
**  their  funftion  from  incrcafing  and  multiplying  :  as  at  prefcnt,  double"  (he  fhould  at  leaft 
furely  have  faid  treble)  **  that  number  is  in  France  ;  which  confideration  alone  gives  a  confi- 
**  derable  advantage  to  Proteftant  countries,  in  pointof  commerce  as  well  as  population.  And 
**  reckoning  that  every  marriage,  one  with  another,  produces  four  children,"  viz.  two  for 
each  fex,  "thefe  would  more  than- double  their  number  in  the  fame  age."  This,  we  doubt, 
is  not  flri£lly  true. 

According  to  Camden's  Britannia,  the  number  of  monafteries  fupprefied  in  England  and 
Wales,  firft  and  laft,  was  fix  hundred  and  forty-tlirce,  befide  ninety  colleges,  two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  feventy-four  chantries  and  free  chapels,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  hofpitals. 
It  is  now  too  late  to  lament  the  demolition  of  all  the  monafteries,  two  or  three  of  which,  in 
every  county,  as  being  many  of  them  fpacious  and  ftatcly  edifices,  would  excellently  well  have 
fcrved  for  county  hofpitals  and  workhoufes  ;  much  more  (hould  the  overthrow  of  the  colleges 
be  lamented,  fince  even  the  two  illuftrious  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  were  includ- 
ed in  the  diflblution  aft  ;  and  it  was  fome  time  after,  that  the  King  was,  with  great  difficulty, 
induced  to  continue  tliem  in  their  former  condition  ;  yet  fo  inconfiftent  was  he,  almoft  at  the 
fame  time,  as  to  found  new  and  magnificent  colleges  in  thofe  Univerfities  :  and  what  fhall  we 
likewifefay,  of  the  deftroying  of  fuch  as  were  real  hofpitals  for  the  fick  poor,  the  moft  inno- 
cent and  ufcful  of  any  one  kind  of  charity  whatever  ?  Thefe  matters  may  fcem  almoft  foreign 
to  our  fubjeft  ;  yet  when  we  ftill  meet  every  where  with  fuch  heaps  of  thofe  venerable  ruins, 
the  efFe6k  of  the  work  and  riches  of  many  ages,  it  is  fcarce  poflible  to  ^void  joining  with  Den- 
ham,  in  his  Poem  on  Cooper's  Hill,  in  lamenting  the  wild  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  a  ty- 
rannical monarch : 

**  Who  fees  thefe  difmal  heaps,  but  would  demand,. 

**  What  barbarous  Invader  fack*d  the  land  ? 

"  But  when  he  hears  no  Goth  nor  Turk  did  bring 

"  This  defolation,  but  a  Chrifti^n  King  ; 

*'  When  nothing  but  the  name  of  Zeal  appears 

*'  'Twixt  our  bed  actions  and  the  worft  of  theirs, 

•*  What  does  he  think  our  Sacrilege  would  fpare, 

•*  When  fuch  th*  e£fe£ts  of  our  Devotions  are  ?** 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  time  that  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  began  to  be  haunted  by 
French  pirates  or  free-bootcrs,  according  to  Hcrrera  and  other  hiftorians  of  thofe  parts!    In 
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.1539  the.  following  year,  Herrera  reports,  tliat  many  Portuguefe  caravels  traded  to  the  ifland  of  Hif- 
paniola,  who,  at  their  return,  did  not,  as  all  Spaniards  were  bound  to  do,  carry  their  cargoes 
to  the  India  Contraftation  Houfc  at  Seville,  by  which  means,  fays  he,  the  King  was  defraud- 
ed of  his  duties.  It  was  therefore  ordained,  in  that- fame  year,  that  none  Ihould  take  in 
any  lading  at  Hifpaniola,  without  giving  fecurity  to  enter  their  whole  cargo  at  the  faid  Houfe 
at  Seville, 
1540  This  year  was  the  firft  wherein  France  made  any  attempt  for  a  plantation  in  Canada  :  Ja- 
ques  Cartier,  already  mentioned,  having  now  failed  again  from  St.  Malo  with  five  Ihips  up  the 
great  river  St.  Lawrence,  four  leagues  above  the  haven  of  St.  Croix  ;  where  he,  jointly  with 
the  Baron  de  Roberval,  erefted  a  fort.  Others  make  Roberval's  firft  going  to  fettle  or  form 
an  eftabH(hmeat  at  Canada  to  be  in  the  year  1542,  with  two  hundred  men  and  women. 

The  ftate  of  (hipping,  even  in  the  port  of  London  was,  at  this  time,  but  low,  compared  with 
the  prefent  times.  If  we  may  give  credit  to  Wheeler's  Treatife  of  Commerce,  in  quarto, 
1601,  who  wrote  in  defence  of  the  Company  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  to  which  Compa- 
ny he  was  Secretary,  and  who  teftifies  conliderable  knowledge  in  mercantile  concerns  ;  he  cx- 
prefsly  aflerts,  "  that  about  fixty  years  before  he  wrote,  there  were  not  above  four  fhips,  be- 
**  fides  thofe  of  the  navy  royal,  that  were  above  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  each,  within 
**  the  river  of  Thames." 

There  being  a  great  coolnefs  at  this  time  between  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England  and  his 
nephew  King  James  V.  of  Scotland,  who  was  ever  much  attached  to  the  French  intereft,  the 
latter,  in  the  year  1540,  prepared  a  navy  of  fifteen  fhips,  with  two  thoufand  men  in  them,  for 
fome  enterprize.  My  Lord  Herbert  "  does  not  pretend  certainly  to  know  James's  defign  in 
**  thofe  preparations,  though  it  looked  as  if  he  hoped  to  annex  Ireland  to  his  crown,"  fays  his 
lordfliip,  "  fince,  about  that  time,  certain  Irifh  gentlemen  came  to  invite  him  over  to  their 
country,  promifing  to  acknowledge  him  for  their  King ;  and  that  divers  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  fhould  come  over  to  do  him  homage.  It  feems,  King  James  want- 
ed not  money  at  this  time ;  his  monaftical  clergy  giving  him  great  fums  to  keep  their  houfes 
from  being  diflblved." 

From  the  great  numbers  of  Scotifh  Highland  volunteers,  who,  in  thofe  times,  affifted  the 
great  Irifh  chieftains  in  their  revolt  from  their  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  England,  it  feems 
plain  enough  that  fuch  a  defign  was  meditated  by  King  James. 

Baldivia  firft  invades  the  fine  country  of  Chili  in  the  South  Sea  of  America,  and  became  maf- 
fer  of  fome  part  of  it :  neverthelefs,  what  the  Spaniards  have  held  in  that  country  did,  for  ma- 
ny years,  coft  them  much  bloodfhed,  and  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  lives. 

The  Foedera,  volume  fourteenth,  p.  657,  703,  and  704,  acquaints  us,  that  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  fettled  yearly  pcnfions  of  fifty  pounds  on  one,  and  thirty-eight  pounds  on  two 
other  of  his  muficians  ;  alfo  fome  others  of  them  had  one  Shilling  and  eight  pence,  and  others 
two  (hillings  and  four  pence  daily  pay. 

Alfo,  (p.  705,  Of  id.)  that  King  appoints  Thomas  Wakefield  to  be  his  firft  Profefl!br  of  He- 
brew, or  Reader  of  the  Hebrew  language,  in  the  Univcrfity  of  Cambridge;  this  being  his  own 
new  foundation. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  (according  to  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Parts  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  oftavo,  and  publilhcd  in  1683)  ♦*  chcrry- 
**  trees  were  firft  brought  into  England  from  Flanders,  and  planted  in  Kent  with  fuch  fuc- 
***  ccfs,"  fays  that  author,  *«  that  an  orchard  of  only  thirty*two  acres  produced  in  one  year  as 
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1540  "  much  as  yielded  one  thoufand  pounds."  Probably,  the  novelty  of  fo  delicious  a  fruifr 
made  people  at  firft  give  high  prices  for  it.  Yet  this  author,  in  another  place,  fays, 
that  Leonard  Mafcal,  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  gardener,  alleges,  that  both  pippins  and 
cherries  were  in  England  prior  to  the  fifteenth  year  of  that  King,  1524.  Neverthelefs^ 
Qamden,  in  his  Britannia,  aflerts,  that  tlie  Romans  introduced  the  growth  of  cherries  into 
Britain  whilft  that  empire  held  it.  If  fo,  it  is  ftrange  that  the  Saxons  fufFered  fo  fine  a  fruit 
to  be  loft  in  England. 

AnzGt  of  Parliament  now  pafied  in  Scotland,  which  appointed  in  every  burgh  an  oi!icer» 
for  the  fealing  of  all  woollen  cloths,  byway  of  prevention  of  all  drawers  ^/,  ^.  ftrainers  or 
ftretchers)  thereof,  and  alfo  of  all  litfters  (i.e.  dyers)  of  falfe  colours. 

T541  In  this  year,  at  the  earneft  folicitation  of  Pope  Paul  III.  tlie  Emperor  Charles  V.  in  perfon^ 
undertook  a  third  expedition  to  the  Barbary  co^ft,  which  proved  very  unfortunate.  It  was  a 
great  attempt,  being  no  lefs  than  the  total  conqueft  of  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Algiers ;  for 
which,  it  muft  be  allowed,  his  preparations  were  proportionably  great.  His  fleet  confifted  of 
fixty-four  gallies,  two  hundred  fhips,  and  one  hundred  frigates,  (others  fay  five  hundred  fail 
of  all  forts)  carrying  twenty-two  thoufand  troops,  hoife  and  foot,  commanded,  under  the  Em- 
peror, by  the  Duke  d' Alva,  befide  retinue  and  mariners:  but  when  he  got  on  that  coaft,  it 
being  the  month  of  Oftober,  and,  had  he  judged  right,  it  was  a  more  proper  feafon  for  re- 
.  turning  from  thence,  his  fleet  was  attacked  by  a  moft  violent  tempeft,  whilft  he  was  encamped 
before  Algiers  :  which,  together  with  the  gallant  refiftance  of  Haflan-Aga,  Bafia  of  that  city 
and  kingdom,  obliged  the  Emperor  precipitately  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  fuddenly  to  embark  for 
Spain,  with  the  Ibfs  of  two-thirds  of  that  fine  army;  having  alfo  had  moft  of  his  Ihips  dafhed 
^to  pieces  againft  the  ftiores.  This,  if  well  condufted,  was  undoubtedly  the  only  rational  me- 
thod of  bridling  the  piracies  of  thofc  Barbary  Moors  ;  fince,  without  a  permanent  dominion 
in  the  inland  country  behind  their  fea  ports,  for  affording  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries,  it  can  never  be  efFeftually  done  ;  as  is  plain  from  the  Spaniih  and  Portuguefe  ftrong 
holds  on  that  coaft,  fupported  at  a  vaft  expence,  witliout  being  able  to  proteft  their  own  com* 
merce. 

It  would  hav^bcen  more  prudent  in  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  if,  at  this  time,  he  had 
employed  fomeof  his  treafure  in  fettling  part  of  North  America,  of  which  England  was  the 
firft  difcoverer,  (whereby  we  fhould  have  got  footing  there  almoft  fevcnty  years  fooner  than  we 
did)  than  for  him  expenfively  to  difplay  his  extreme  love  of  pomp  and  pageantry,  as  he  par- 
ticularly did  in  the  year  1544,  when  hecrofled  the  fea  to  Calais,  in  a  (hip  with  fails  of  cloth  of 
gold,  to   the  fiege  of  Boulogne,  where  his  pavilion  tent  was  of  the  fame  rich  ft uff;  over  the 

door  of  which  he  put  up  the  following  fuperb  motto,  viz,  Cui  adharo  praefty that  is, 

Whomfoever  I  fhall  favour  fhall  prevail.  And  if,  inftead  of  intermeddling  fo  much  in  the 
quarrels  of  his  continental  neighbours,  whilft  he  cruelly  deftroyed  many  of  his  own  fubjefts 
for  being  better  Chriftians  than  himfelf,  he  had  improved  his  commerce  and  manufadures, 
and  his  royal  navy,  he  might  have  fat  at  home  on  his  throne,  and  been  the  abfolute  umpire 
of  all  Chriftendom. 

It  was  probably  about  this  time,  that  (according  to  PufFendorf,  who  is  negligent  enough  of 
exaft  chronology,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Sweden)  the  firft  league  or  alliance  commenced  between 
France  and  Sweden. 

Itfeems,  King  Guftavus  Erickfon  of  Sweden,  obferving  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  gave  every 
kind  of  afljftancc  to  tlie  Count  Palatine,  brother-in-law  to  tlic  dethroned  and  imprifoncd  King 

Chriftiern 
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1541  Chriftiern  II.  in  order  to  reftorc  that  unhappy  King  to,  the  throne  of  the  three  northern  king- 
doms, fromwhich  he  had  been  expelled,  found  it  needful  to  Arengthen  himfelf  by  fome  potent 
foreign  alliance  as  a  counterbalance :  and  King  Francis  I.  of  France  being  engaged  in  the 
Smalcaldic  league  of  the  Protellant  Princes  of  Germany  againft  that  Emperor,  Guftavus  dif- 
patched  an  ambaflador  to  Francis,  with  certain  propofals  concerning  a  mutual  commerce  be* 
twcen  both  nations  ;  particularly,  that  the  Swedes  would  fetch  their  wines,  fait,  &c.  direftly 
from  France  in  their  own  bottoms,  inflead  of  taking  them  at  fecond  hand  from  the  Hollanders  ; 
and  Guftavus,  moreover,  propofed  to  ercfl:  magazines  of  fait  in  Sweden,  and  to  compel  every 
family,  a^  is  done  in  France  itfelf,  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  it  at  a  fixed  rate.  His  fait 
projeft,  it  is  true,  did  not  fucceed ;  but  his  other  propofals  for  trade  were  well  received  by 
Francis,  to  whom  Guftavus  offered  his  aid  againft  the  Emperor.  Yet,  as  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden  was  till  then  very  little  known  in  France,  Francis  made  a  ftri£t  enquiry  into  its 
power,  conftitution,  &c.  and  finding  fo  warlike  a  nation  capable  of  being  very  conducive  to 
the  purpofes  of  France,  he  not  only  agreed  on  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  king* 
doms,  but  likewife  to  a  defenfive  alliance,  by  which  the  two  Kings  mutually  agreed  to  aflift 
each  other  with  twenty-five  thoufand  troops,  and  fifty  Ihips. 

An  Englifh  ftatute  was  made,  in  the  thirty-fecond  of  King  Henry  VIIL  cap,  xiv.  by  which 
all  former  ftatutes  were  confirmed,  concerning  the  confining  tlie  importation  of  wines  from 
Gafcony,  and  woad  from  Touloufc,  to  Englifh  and  Irifh  (hips  alone. 

By  another  afl:  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xvi.  the  power  which  King  Henry  VIIL  had  before 
aflumed,  by  his  proclamation  alone,  of  remitting  to  merchant-aliens  the  duties  they  would 
otherwife  have  been  obliged  by  law  to  pay,  is  now  confirmed  and  made  legal.  Such  abjcft 
flaves  did  tliofe  Parliaments  render  themfelves  to  the  pleafures  of  that  monarch. 

There  is  another  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fame  thirty-fecond  of  Henry  VIIL  cap.  xvii.  for 
paving  the  following  ftreets  or  ways  in  London,  viz. 

"  I.  The  ftreet  leading  from  Aldgate  to  Whitechapel  Church. 

**  IL  The  upper  part  of  the  lane  called  Chancery  Lane. 

"III.  The  way  leading  from  Holborn  Bars,  weftward,  towards  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields^ 
**  as  far  as  any  habitation  is  on  botli  fides  of  the  faid  ftreet* 

"  IV.  Gray's  Inn  Lane. 

*<  V.  Shoe  Lane.     And, 

**  VL  Feuter  (now  Fetter)  Lane  ;  the  two  laft  being  thoroughfares  and  paflages  from  Fleet 
«*  Street  into  Holborn." 

That  part  of  Chancery  Lane  now  to  be  paved  is  thus  defcribed,  viz.  **  From  the  bars  befidc 
"  the  Rolls,  lately  fet  up  by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  unto  the  faid  highway  in  Holborn.'*  This 
paflage  Ihcws  the  age  of  the  Rolls  Office  in  Chancery  Lane,  and  alfo  that  all  Holborn  above 
the  city  bars  remained  unpaved  till  now  ;  neither  was  it  now  all  built  on  both  fides,  (nor  a 
good  while  later  than  this  time)  as  appears  by  a  map  of  London  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign. 
All  thefe  fix  ways  now  direfted  to  be  paved,  are  herein  defcribed  as  **  very  foul,  and  full  of 
*'  pits  and  floughs,  veryperilous,  and.(noyous)  nolfome, -as  well  for  tlic  King's  fubjefts  on 
"  horfeback  as  on  foot,  and  with  carriages  :"  yet  three  of  thefe,  viz.  Shoe  Lane,  Fetter  Lane, 
and  Chancery  Lane,  are  now  in  the  very  center  of  the  prefent  immenfe  contiguity,  and  all  the 
reft  are  likewife  well  built  and  inhabited.  So  vaft-is  tlic  incr^afe  and  improvement  of  Londoa 
fince  thofc  times. 
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1541  In  the  fame  King's  thirty-fccond  year,  by  a  ftatutc,  cap.  xviii.  and  xix.  a  lift  of  decayed  cities 
and  towns  is  exhibited,  as  in  1535,  wherein  it  is  faid,  there  had  been,  in  times  paft,  many 
beautiful  houfes,  viz.  within  the  walls  and  liberties  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  York,  Lincoln, 
Canterbury,  Coventry,  Bath,  Chichefter,  Salifbury,  Winchefter,  Briflol,  Scarborough* 
Hereford,  Colchefter,  Rochefter,  Portfraouth,  Poole,  Lynn,  Fevcrfliam,  Worcefter,  Staf- 
ford, Buckingham,  Pontefraft,  Grantham,  Exeter,  Ipfwich,  Southampton,  Great  Yar- 
mouth, Oxenford,  Great  Wycombe,  Guildford,  Eftretfore,  (quaere,  what  place,  if  not  Staf- 
ford ?)  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  Newcaftic  upon  Tyne,  Beverley,  Bedford,  Leicefter,  and  Ber- 
wick. And  in  cap.  xix.  Shafton,  Sherborn,  Bridport,  Dorchefter,  and  Weymouth,  {all  in 
Dorfetfhire)  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Barndable,  Taviftoke,  and  Dartmouth,  (all  in  Devon- 
ftiire)  Lancefton,  Lefkeard,  Leftwithiel,  Bodmin,  Truro,  and  Helfton,  (all  in  Cornwall) 
Bridgwater,  Taunton,  Soraerton,  and  Alchefter,  (all  in  Somerfetfhire)  Maiden  in  Eflex,  and 
laftly,  the  town  of  Warwick.    "  Which  houfcs  now  are  fallen  down,  decayed,  and  at  this  time 

remain  unre-edified  as  defolate  and  vacant  grounds,  many  of  them  nigh  adjoining  to  the 
high  ftreets,  replenifhed  with  much  uncleanlinefs  and  filth,  with  pits,  cellars,  and  vaults, 
lying  open  and  uncovered,  to  the  great  peril  of  the  King's  fubjefts  ;  and  other  houfes  are  in 
danger  of  falling.  Now,  if  the  owners  of  the  wafte  ground,  on  which  houfes  had  flood 
within  twenty-five  years  back,  and  of  the  decaying  houfes,  do  not  within  three  years  time 
rebuild  them,  then  the  Lord  of.  whom  the  ground  is  held  may  re-enter,  and  feize  the  fame, 
&c.  as  in  a  like.Iaw,  anno  I53S'"  Concerning  which  laws,  now  and  afterward,  it  may 
truly  be  faid,  they  were  well  enough  judged,  as  probably  the  nuifances  complained  of  were 
more  owing  to  careleffnefs,  than  to  any  real  decay  in  moft  of  tlie  places  mentioned  in  thofe 
two  afts,  and  in  the  fubfequent  ones  of  this  century  :  fince  it  is  well  known,  that  many  of 
thofe  cities  and  towns  were,  in  thofe  very  times,  increafing  in  commerce  and  roanufaftures  : 
fo  that  thefe  two  ftatutes  fcem  to  have  proceeded  rather  from  a  particular  temporary  humour  or 
turn  of  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  from  any  real  decreafe  or  decay  of  all,  or  at  Icaft  of 
many  of  the  above-named  places  ;  fince,  excepting  London,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Northamp- 
ton, Chefler,  Nottingham,  Cambridge,  and  a  few  more,  almoft.all  the  confiderable  cities  and 
towns^^of  the  kingdom  are  thus  enumerated  as  decaying  ones,  which  is  almoft  impoflible  to 
have  been  the  cafe,  whilft  the  nation  was  in  general  increafing,  though  then  but  flowly,- in 
wealth  and  commerce.  This  therefore  feems  to.be  one  inflance,  at  leaft,  of  the  fallibility  of 
fome  jof  our  old  flatutes  : — indeed,  fome  of  thofe  places  might  complain  of  a  real  decay,  which, 
perhaps  became  a  reafon  for  the  rcprefentatives  of  other  places  to  include  them  alfo  in  that 
number,  though  probably  without  any  ground. 

1542  The  hum6ur  of  coercive  laws,  for  building  up  of  wafle  ground  in  cities  and  towns  of  Eng- 
land, feems  to  have  taken  much  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  We  have  jufl  exhibited 
a  long  lift  of  fuch,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  in  1541  ;  and  by  an  aft  of  the  thirty-third  of  this 
King,  cap.  xxxvi.  it  is  preambled,  **  That  whereas,  in  times  paft,  many  beautiful  houfes 
**  have  been  within  the  walls  and  liberties  of  the  cities  of  Canterbury  and  Rochefter,  the  towns 
"  of^Stamford  and  Grimfby  in  Lincolnfliire  ;  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Darby,  Guildford, 
*«  Dunwich  ;  the  towns  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  their  members,  Lewes  in  Suflcx,  and 
**  Buckingham;  which  are  now  fallen  down,  decayed,  and  remain  unre-edified — lying  as  de- 

^*  folate,  with  much  ordure,  filth,  &c,  as  in  the  preceding  laws  is  fpecified. — Wherefore,  the 

**  owners  of  fuch  wafte  grounds,  and  of  thofe  decayed  houfes,  are  to  rebuild  them  within 

>*  two  years  after  proclamation  made  by  the  Magiftrates ;  or  failing  them,  then  the  next  or 

**  chief 
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1542  "  chief  lord  of  the  foil  may  feizc  on  and  rebuild  the  fame  for  his  own  ufc,  fo  he  docs  it  with- 
"  in  two  years  and  an  half  after.  And  in  default  of  his  not  re-entering  thereon,  then  any 
•*  pcrfon,  having  a  rent-charge  on  the  premifes,  may  re-enter  as  in  the  before  named  cafe.  And, 
"  in  default  of  him  who  has  the  rent-charge,  then  the  Magiftrates  of  the  refpe£live  cities  and 
*'  towns  may  re-enter.  And  laftly,  if  the  faid  Magiftrates  fail  to  re-enter  and  rebuild  m  three 
"  years  time,  then  the  firft  owners  might  re-enter  and  poflefs  thcmi  as  in  their  former 
«•  ftate.*' 

The  Englifh  merchants  of  Southampton  and  London,  we  find,  by  Hakluyt,  traded  to  Bra- 
fil  in  the  years  1540  and  1542 ;  which  fecms  to  have  been  permitted  at  thofe  times,  and  until 
tlie  year  1580,  when  Spain  obtained  pofleffion  of  Portugal.  O 

After  the  death  of  King  James  V.  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1542,  fays  Archbifliop  Nichol- 
fon,  in  his  Scotilh  Hiftorical  Library,  oftavo,  London  1702,  p.  319,  **  we  hear  no  more  of 
**  groats,  half-groats,  pennies,  or  halfpennies  (of  filver)  coined  in  Scotland  ;  nor  any  of  their 
"  names  fo  much  as  once  mentioned  in  any  of  the  fubfequent  afts  of  Parliament.  It  is  fup- 
•*  pofed,  that  by  this  time  the  price  of  filver  was  fo  rifen,  (or  rather  the  Scots,  like  the  French, 
"  had  fo  raifed  the  accounts  of  their  fums)  that  the  old  fmallcr  filver  coins,  which  took  their 
**  denomination  from  pennies,  grew  into  difufe ;  and  the  pieces  that  wtre  thenceforward  coin- 
"  ed,  took  theirs  from  (hillings  and  marks.  Thus,  in  France,  the  denicrs  perifhed  and. were 
•*  forgotten,  and  the  fols  and  livres  fucceeded  in  their  room." 

The  Portuguefe  Governor  of  Malacca  having  made  a  full  difcovery  of  the  coaft  of  China  in 
the  years  1540  and  1542 — he  was,  in  the  latter  year,  driven  by  a  ftorm  to  make  an  accidental 
difcovery  of  tlie  iflands  of  Japan,  lying  eaftward  from  China  between  the  north  latitude  of 
thirty  and  forty  degrees,  where  the  Portuguefe  were  at  firft  well  received. 

King  Henry  VIII.  aflumed  this  year  the  title  of  King,  inftead  of  Lord  of  Ireland,  by  virtue 
of  an  Irifh  aft  of  Parliament.  Upon  which  circumftance,.  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Hiftorical 
Relations,  obferves,  "  That  albeit  the  Kings  of  England  had  been  abfolute  monarchs  of 
"  Ireland  before,  though  only  with  the  title  of  Lords  of  it ;  yet,  becaufe  in  the  vulgar  con- 
•*  ceit,  the  title  of  King  is  higher  than  that  of  Lord,  affuredly  the  affuming  of  this  title  hath. 
**  not  a  little  raifed  the  fovereignty  of  the  King  of  England  in  the  minds  of  this  people."  Yet 
he  at  the  fame  time  acknowledges,  •*  that  although  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  then  Lord  Deputy^ 
**  took  fevcral  good  meafures  for  the  improvement  of  Ireland,  all  this  while  the  provinces  of 
•*  Connaught  and  Ulfter,  with  a  good  part  of  Lcinfter,were  not  reduced  to  fliire  ground.  And 
**  although  Munfter  was  anciently  divided  into  counties,  yet  the  people  were  become  fo  dege- 
**  nerate,  that  no  Juftice  of  Affize  darft  execute  his  commiffion  amongft  them," 

In  fuch  a  fituation  as  this,  there  could  be  no  room  for  any  thing  like  a  fettled  commerce  in 
Ireland  :  for  much  of  the  bulk  of  the  old  Englifh  race  were  become  fo  far  degenerated,  as  to 
have  loft  the  ufe  of  the  Englifh  tongue,  and,  becoming  mere  Irifh,  they  afTumed  Irifh  names  ; 
much  to  the  fhame  of  England,  in  not  making  a  more  compleat  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland 
before  this  time.  Their  new  Irifh  names  were  fuch  as  Mac-William,  Mac-Pheris,  and  Mac- 
Yoris,  who  refufed  to  come  to  the  Parliaments  fummoned  by  the  King  of  England's  autho- 
rity. 

The  negligence  and  decay  of  the  eaftern  coaft  fifhing  towns  of  England  at  this  time,  is  ap- 
parent froAi  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  thirty-third  of  King  Henry  VII.  cap.  ii.  which  de- 
fcribes  a  bad  cuftom  of  our  people  on  that  coaft,  who,  inftead  of  fifhing  thcmfclves,  went  in 
their  boats  half-fcas  over,  and  bought  frcfh  fifh,  between  Ihore  andfhore,  of  the  Flemings, 

Zealan- 
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1542  Zealaiiders,  Picardy  men,  and  Normans,  It  was  therefore  now  en afted,  "  That  whofoevcr 
**  fhould  buy  any  frcfh  fifh  in  that  manner,  (fturgeon,  porpoife,  and  feal  excepted)  to  put  to 
**  falc  to  any  perfon  within  this  realm,  fhould  forfeit,  for  every  time,  ten  pounds.  But  this 
**  not  to  extend  to  fifli  bought  in  Iceland,  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland,  Ireland,  or  New- 
*'  foundland,"  then  called  Newland. 
^543  ^c  have  now  the  title  of  the  firft  law  ever  made  in  England  relating  to  Bankrupts,  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  viz.  **  The  Lord  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  &c.  (hall 
*'  take  order  with  bankrupt's  bodies,  lands  and  goods,  for  the  payment  of  their  debts."  But 
aftatute  in  the  thirteenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  vii.  (which  complains  of  the  great  increafc 
i'.  of  them  in  the  year  1571)  explains  who  are  properly  bankrupts,  and  puts  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding concerning  them  pretty  nearly  on  the  fame  plan  as  at  prefent. 

In  this  year,  according  to  Louis  Guicciardini's  Hiftory  of  the  Netherlands,  tlxe  renowned 
city  of  Antwerp  had  its  third  and  laft  great  enlargement  of  its  circuit,  by  extending  the  walls, 
fo  as  to  inclofe  what  is  called  the  new  town,  towards  the  north :  the  new  walls  were  built  of  fine 
hewn  ftone,  and  beautifully  adorned..  That  illuftrious  mercantile  city^  then  contained  about 
one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  according  to  that  autlior,  who  had  diligently  computed 
:  the  fame. 

.  i.'From  the  under  named  ftatute  of  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
cap,  vi.  it  feems  natural  to  conclude  that  pins,  (fuch  as  we  now  know  by  tliatname,  and  chiefly 
ufcd  by  the  ladies)  muft  have  been  but  of  very  recent  invention.  The  a£l  fays,  **  That  no 
**  perfon  (hall  put  to  fale  any  pinnes,  but  only  fuch  as  fhall  be  double-headed,  and  have  the 
heads  foldered  faft  to  thelhank  of  thepinne  well  fmoothed,  the  (hank  well  fhaven,  the  point 
well  and  round  filed,  cautcd,  and  fharpened.**  Now  the  labour  and  time  of  making  pins 
after  this  manner,  as  it  muft  have  rendered  them  much  more  expenfive,  fliews  the  novelty 
of  the  invention,  which  probably  was  but  lately  brought  from  Franc^.  And  the  inconveni- 
ence  of  the  make  of  thofe  pins  naturally  fet  our  people  upon  improving  fo  tedious  and  clumfy 
a  manufafture ;  for,  in  about  three  years  time,  they  adopted  the  prefent  ingenious  and  expedi* 
•tious  manner  of  making  them,  viz.  by  the  thirty-feventh  of  this  King,  cap.  xiii.  repealing 
the  above  flatute.  Before  the  invention  of  thefe  brafs  pins,  there  were  many  pretty  and  in- 
genious contrivances  for  the  convenience  of  the  drefs  and  ornament  of  both  fexes  ;  fuch  as 
ribbons,  loopholes,  laces  with  points  and  tags,  clafps,  hooks  and  eyes,  and  flcewers  made' 
.of  brafs,  filver,  and  gold.  From  the  laft,  viz.  fkewers,  it  is  very  probable  that  pins  naturally 
proceeded,  being  no  other  than  fmaller  and  more  convenient  and  delicate  ikewcrs. 

Herrera  acquaints  us,  that,  in  this  year,  the  Spaniards  from  Mexico  failed  for  difcovery  on 
the  weft  fide  of  North  America  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  forty-four  degrees  north,  even  to  the 
further  part  of  California  ;  but  as  they  found  there  neither  gold  nor  filver,  and  only  very  cold 
,  and  frofty  weather,  they  returned  home  to  Mexico. 

We  have  now  an  authentic  proof  of  the  proportion  between  Englifti  and  Scotifh  money,  ftill 
of  the  fame  denomination.  It  is  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  31,  being  a  contract 
or  indenture  between  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  Commiflioners,  and  Matthew,  Earl  of  Lenox, 
concerning  the  marriage  of  that  King's  niece.  Lady  Margaret  Douglas,  to  that  Earl;  and  for 
his  delivering  up  Dunbarton  Caftle,  &c.  to  Henry.  The  yearly  fum  to  be  fettled  on  that 
lady,  in  lands  in  England,  was  fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  marks  Scoti(h  money,  or  one  thou- 
sand fevea  hundred  marks  fterling  ^  being  ftill  in  the  proportion  as  one  is  to  four, 
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HS4  Upon  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  returning  from  his  fiicccfsful  fiegc  of  Boulogne,  in  corflc- 
quence  of  which  he  had  grounds  to  apprehend  repi^ifals  from  fo  great  a  frince  as  King  Fran-* 
cis  I.  of  France,  he  fet  about  fortifying  his  f6a-<coafts  i — He  began  with  guarding  the  entrance 
into  the  river  Thames,  by  erefting  the  fort  of  Tilbury,  and  a  battery  oppofite  to  it  at  Gravef-^ 
•end.  Dover  was  his  next  care,  where  he  built  its  famous,  though  too  fruitlefs  pier,  ru;ining 
'Out  into  the  fea,  at  the  expence  of  np  lefs  a  fum  than  iixty-five  thoufand  pounds,  (if  tranfcri-^ 
bers  htiye  not/Sid4ed  a  cypher  too  muctl)  and  fince  ^equently  repaired  at  a  great  expence.  Portf^ ' 
y  ;niouth  was  Ji^islnext  care,  and  afterwards  fcvcral  other  places.     Moreover,  the  Tower  of  Lon* 

don  li^ifing  till  then  be'^n  the  only  magazi{\pi<>f  the  k'lLQgdom  fpr  artillery  and  military  ^ftores,^ 
he  now 'prudently  diflribnted  much  of  thetn^)!^' thofe  newly  fortified  places  on  the  coaft,  which 
^  happened  ei(^ep>cly  ppportunc ;  for  this  fame  year,  a  large  French  fleet  of  one  hundred  and 

fifty  great  fhips,  and  fixty  fmaller-  ones,  befide  twenty-five  gallics  from  the  MediterBane^, 
being  all  hired  merchant-ihips,  made  jn  attempt  upon  Portfmouth,'  whither  King  Heniy  w^nt 
in  perfon  to  its  relief.     jSfy  Lord .  Herbert,  and  other  hiftorians,  relate,  that  the   Englifti*'' 
fleet  of  one  hundred  fail,^  (wliich  alfo  were-  all  hired  merchant-ftiips)  fooj^C  that  of  France, 
though  mifch  more  numerbus,  for  two  hours,  and  made  them  fly  to  their  own  coafts ; .  but 
;    none  of  them  are  accurate  enough  to  give  us  any  account  of  the  order  or  form,  &c.  of  that  fea« 
9 :         fight^  nor  indeed  of  many  others  of  the  fame  kind.     This  Mr.  Rapin  terms  the  greateft'  effort 
*  '>«that  France  had  ever  made  at  fea.  ;      « 

We  again  find  the  French  pirates  or  freebooters  in  the  Weft  Indies,  according  to  Herrera, 

^  who  tells  us,  that  four  of  their  fliips,  with  a  tender,  entered  the  POft^of  Santa  Marta,  where, 

landing  four  hundred  men,  the  Spanifh  inh?ibitants  abandoned  \h6»  pbce,  which  ^the  ^French 

\  plundered  and  burned,  s   From  thence  they  failed  to  Carthagena,  where  they  pradifed*a  fimilar 

,  degree  of  rapine;  that  place  having  not  been  as  yet  well  fortified.     Afterwards  they  attempted 

^thc  town  and  port  of  Havanna,  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba :  when,  being  repulfcd  there,  they  return* 

«d  home  by  the  Bahama  iflands. 

We  have,  in  two  former  inftances,  obfcrved  the  great  influence  which  corporation  cities 
and  towns  had  in  Parliament,  for  monopolizing  to  themfelves  the  manufafturcs  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  counties,  exclufivc  of  the  villages  and  open  country,  viz.  in  the  cafe  of  rope-making 
at  BridpOrt,  in  Dorfetftiire,  and  that  of  the  woollen  manufafture  at  the  city  of  Worccfter,  and 
.the  other  corporations  of  that  county.     The  cafe  now  before  us  is  that  of  a  peculiar  manufac- 
ture in  the  city  of  York,  viz.  coverlets  for  beds.     The  aft  which  cftablifhcs  this  monopoly,  as 
ufual,  fets  forth,  in  fubftance,    **  That  York  city  had  been  formerly  fupported  by  fundry 
•«  handicrafts,  and  moft  principally  by  making  of  coverlets  and  coverings  for  beds,  whereby 
'*  great  numbers  of  inhabitants  and  poor  people  in  that  city  and  fuburbs,  and  in  other  places 
*'  of  the  county,  have  been  conftantly  employed.    But  that  of  late  years,  fundry  evil-difpofed 
**  perfons,  apprentices,  not  expert  in  that  occupation,  had  withdrawn  themfelves  out  of  that 
;  **  city- intp  the  county;  and  divers  other  perfons,  inhabiting  tlie  villages  and  towns  of  that 
•  "  -foui\ty,  and  nigh  to  the  faid  city,  have  intermeddled  with  the  faid  craft,  and  do  daily  make 
I-  '*.c<\vprlcts,  neither  of  good  fluff  or  proper  fizc;  and  do  hawk  and  fell  tbem  abroad  in  the 

**  county,  to  villages  and  men's  houfes,  &c.  to  the  great  deceit  of  the  King's  fubjefts,  &c." . 

All  whi^rh,  or  at  leaft  the  bulk  of  it,  might  be  abfolutely  an  impofition  on  the  Parliament  for 
aught  that  we  can  tell  to  the  contrary.  It  was  now  therefore  ena£ted,  "  That  no  perfon  what- 
•*  ever,  within  or  nigh  to  the  county  of  York,  Ihall  make  any  coverlets  for  fale,  but  inliabi- 
**  tants  alone  dwelling  within  the  city  of  York  and  its  fuburbs,  upon  forfeiture,  &c."  What 
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1544  could  be  ft  greater  monopoly  than  this  ?  Or  what  a  greater  injufticc  to  the  poor  manufafturcrs 
in  other  parts  of  the  county  ? 

As  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  fuburbs  of  London  does,  in  a  great  meafure,  keep  pace  with 
the  gradual  increafe  of  the  general  comm6rce  of  England,  and  as  it  is,  moreover,  a  piece  of 
curious  and  entertaining  hiftory,  to  mark  the  gradual  advances  of  both,  we  therefore  have  no 
need  of  an  apology  for  exhibiting  whatever  occurs  of  that  kind. 

By  a  ftatute  of  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  12.  •*  The  ftreetr 
**  named  Whitecrofs-ftreet ;  Chifwell-ftreet,  leading  from  Whitecrofs-ftreet  unto  the  highway 
*^  leading  to  Moor-gate ;  the  lane  called  Golding-lane,  and  the  ftreet  called  Grub-fireet,  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Giles,  without  Cripplegate;  the  ftreet  called  Gofwell-ftreet,  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  Botolph  without  Alderfgate;  Long-lane,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Botolph  aforefaid,  and  of 
St.  Sepulchre,  without  Newgate ;  the  ftreet  called  St.  John-ftreet,  leading  from  the  bars  of 
Smithfield  up  to  the  pound,  at  the  corner  of  the  wall  extending  along  the  highway  leading 
to  Iflington  ;  and  alfo  the  ftreet  from  the  faid  bars  to  Cow-crofs  i  the  lane  called  Water-^ 
•*  lane  in  Fleet-ftreet,  leading  down  to  the  Thames ;  the  way  leading  without  Temple-bar 
weftward,  by  and  unto  Clements-Inn  Gates,  and  New-Inn  Gates,  to  Drewry-place,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex  ;'*  this  fhews  that  it  was  not  then  built  on,^  ^  and  alfo  one  little  lane 
ftretching  from  the  faid  way  to  the  fign  of  the  Bell  at  Drewry-lane  end  ;  and  the  common 
way  leading  through  a  certain  place  called  Petit-France,  from  the  bars  of  the  weft-end  of 
Tothill -ftreet  at  Weftminfter,  unto  the  uttcrmoft  part  of  the  weft-end  of  the  faid  place  cal- 
•*  led  Petit- France ;  the  ftreet  or  highway  leading  from  Bifhopfgate  to  and  above  Shoreditch 
*'  church ;  and  the  bridge  called  Strpid-bridge,  and  the  way  leading  from  the  faid  bridge  to* 
••  wards  Temple-bar;  and  the  lane  caUed  Foikue-lane,  from  the  garden  and  tenement  of  the 
''  Biftiop  of  Litchfield,  and  the  gardens  and  tenement  called  the  Bell  and  Pro£tors,  down  to 
Stfond-bridge,"  (thefe  names  are  now  unknown)  **  be  very  foul  and  full  of  pits  and  floughs, 
very  perilous  and  noyous,  and  very  neceiGtry  to  be  kept  clean,  for  the  avoiding  of  corrupt 
favours,  and  an  occaiion  of  peftilence.    For  the  amendment  and  reformation  whereof^  all  wha 
*^  have  any  lands  or  tenements  adjoining  to  the  aforefaid  ftreets,  lanes,  and  ways,  fhall  fuffi* 
**  ciently  pave  the  fame  with  paving-ftones,  every  man  fuch  part  and  quantity  of  the  faid  ftreets 
**  and  ways,  unto  the  midft  of  them,  in  length  and  breadth,  as  his  lands  or  tenements  do  lie  or 
extend,  in  like  manner  and  form  as  the  ftreets  of  the  city  of  London  be  paved,  with  caufeys 
or  channels  in  the  midft  of  the  fame  ftreets,  and  fhall  yearly  maintain  the  fame." 
In  the  fame  year,  anaftof  Parliament,  cap.  13.  enabled  the  county  palatine  of  Cheftcr  to 
be  reprefented  in  Parliament  by  two  knights,  and  the  city  of  Chefter  by  two  citizens ;  this 
being  the  firft  time  that  ever  that  county  or  city  had  any  reprefentatives  to  fit  in  Parliament. 
And  thus  this  county  remains  to  the  prefent  day,  there  being  no  other  towns  in  it  but  the  city 
of  Chefter  which  are  reprefented  in  Parliament* 

In  this  year  King  Henry  VIII.  being  at  war  with  Scotland,  the  Englilh  army  took  and  pil- 
laged the  town  and  port  of  Leitb,  which  is  properly  the  port  of  Edinburgh.  And  my  Lord 
Herbert  hereupon  remarks,  **  That,  on  that  occafion,  the  Elnglifh  found  more  riches  in 
•*  Leith  than  they  could  eafily  hive  imagined/* 

In  that  fame  war.  Dr.  Drake,  in  his  Hiftoria  Anglo-Scotica,  p.  351,  relates,  **That  the 
««  Englifh  took  twenty-eight  of  the  principal  fhips  of  all  Scotland,  fraught  with  all  kinds  of 
**  rich  merchandize,  as  they  returned  from  France,  Flanders,  Denmark,  and  other  countries ; 
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1 544  **  and  they  brought  them  into  the  Englifli  ports."    So  that  Scotland,  at  this  time,  appears  to 
have  poflefled  fome  confiderable  Ihare  of  foreign  commerce. 

The  fame  year,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  King  Henry  VIII.  finding  that  the  money  of  this  kingj. 
dom  was  drained  away  by  his  crafty  neighbours,  he,  to  remedy  the  evil,  raifcd  the  jp^ice  of 
gold  from  forty-five  fliillings  to  forty-eight  (hillings  per  ounce  ;  and  filver  from  three  fhillings 
and  ninepence  to  four  fhillings  per  ounce. 

As  yet,  the  prefent  great  fuburb  of  London,  eaftward  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Thames, 
lince  named  Wapping,  had  not,  as  far  as  appears,  any  exiftence  as  a  fuburb,  or  was  not  built 
up  into  houfes:  for,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  the  thirty -fifth  of  King  Henry  VII  I.  cap.  9. 
**  Wapping  Marfh,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  is  direfted  to  be  divided  by  certain  perfons 
"  affigned,  or  by  any  fix  of  them.  And  Richard  Hill  of  London,  mercer,  the  affignec  of  Cor- 
**  nelius  Wanderdelf,  who,  at  his  own  charge,  inned,  inbanked,  and  recovered  the  fame, 
**  being  drowned,  fhall  have  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  him  and  to  his  heirs ;"  it  having  been 
before  this  time  within  the  flux  (5f  the  tide  and  the  Thames.  Thofe  banks  being,  in  the  year 
1565,  broken  in  feveral  parts  by  inundations,  were  repaired ;  but  were  again  damaged  in  the 
year  15719  whea»  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  banks  hereafter,  they  firft  began  to  ere&  houfes 
on  them,  the  memory  of  which  is  ftill  preferved  in  a  ftreet  there,  called  Wapping-wall. 

In  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  thirty*fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  2i«  rela- 
ting to  grants  of  lands  by  the  King,  it  is  therein  enafted,  **  That  for  over-grants  of  lands, 
**  more  than  was  fpecified  and  intended  by  the  King,  the  grantees  fhall  content  and  pay  to  the 
**  King  after  the  rate  of  twenty  years  purchafe."  Yet  this  is  by  no  means  a  rule  to  judge  of 
the  value  or  purcbafe  of  lands  at  that  time,  which  certainly  was  very  much  lower  than  this  va* 
luation  ;  and  which,  moft  probably,  was  intended  as  a  punifhment  and  a  caution  to  all  gran- 
tees not  to  conceal  the  quantum  of  the  crown's  grants. 

The  ftreets  of  the  town  of  Cambridge  were  firfl  direfted  by  a  flatute  of  the  thirty-fifth  of 
Henry  VIII,  cap.  16.  to  be  paved  with  ftone. — See  the  year  1410. 

And  in  the  fame  year,  cap.  17.  a  very  good  ftatute,  and  the  firft  of  the  kind,  was  made  for 
preferving  the  woods  of  England,  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  houfe  and  ihip^tipiber,  as  for 
firing :  which  ftatute  was,  by  the  twelfth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  25.  made  perpetual. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fame  year,  cap.  24.  we  find  that  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
(viz.  one  hundred  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred  of  pafture)  at  Maddingly  in  Cambridgefhirc, 
with  the  appurtenances,  are  thereby  declared  "  to  be,  in  the  whole,  of  the  yearly  value  of  ten 

pounds,  and  fo  letten  to  farm  at  this  day,  to  the  ufe  and  intent  that  the  profits  thereof 

fhould  be  for  the  fees  and  wages  of  the  knights,  in  Parliament,  for  the  county  of  Cambridge ; 
**  and  this  land  therefore  was  called  the  Shire-manor ;  and  was  now  aftually  let  to  John 
**  Hinde,  fcrjcant-at-law,  for  that  fum  yearly;"  being  twelve-pence  per  acre  yearly  rent. — 
This  is  a  better  guide  to  the  true  value  of  lands  in  thofe  times  than  the  preceding  quotation 
from  cap.  21.  of  the  fame  year;  which  lands  may  at  prefent  be  worth  near  twenty  times  the 
faid  valuation. 

King  Francis  I.  of  France  having  been,  as  already  related,  the  firft  Chriftian  monarch  who 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  Turks,  joined  with  Sultan  Solyman,  the  Grand  Seignior,  in 
the  attack  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  And  whilft  Solyman  attacked  Hungary,  and  pof- 
fefled  himfelf  of  Strigonia  and  Alba,  he,  Solyman^  fent  one  hundred  and  thirty  gallies  to  the 
coaft  of  Lombardy,  and  formed  a  junftion  with  twenty-two  French  gallies,  jointly  bcfieg- 
ing  the  city  of  Nice,  belonging  to  the  Duke  o{  Savoy.    The  town  they  foon  took,  but 
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1544  the  caftic  proved  too  hard  for  them,  and  fo  they  raifed  the  ficgc ;  and  the  famous  Turkiib 
admiral,  Heyradin  BarbaroiTa,  wintered  with  his  fleet  in  the  harbours  of  Provence.  And^ 
iays  Mezerai,  during  the  war  between  Henry  II.  of  France  and  the  {kid  Charles  V.  Sultan 
Solyman  failed  not  every  year  to  aflift  the  former  with  a  naval  force. 

In  the  fame  thirty-fifth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  4.  we  have  another  ftatute  for  re- 
pairing and  rebuilding  of  decayed  houfes  and  wafte  places  m  the  following  towns,  exaftly  in 
the  fame  ftile  as  the  ad:s  of  1535,  154I9  and  1542,  viz.  in  Shrewfbury,  Chefter^  Ludlow,. 
Haverfordweft,  Pembroke,  Tenby,  Caermarthen,  Montgomery^  Cardiff,  Swanefle,  (that  is, 
Swanfey)  Cowbridge,  New  Radnor,  and  Preftend,  (i.  e.  Prefteing)  in  Radnorihire,  Breck- 
nock and  Monmouth,  Maiden  in  Eilex,  Abergavenny,  Uike,  Caerleon  and  Newport  in  Mon* 
mouthfhire,  Lancafler,  Prefton,  Lyrepoole,  (1.  e.  Liverpool)  and  Wigan  in  Lancafhire.-— 
The  remedy  for  repairing  the  decayed  houfes,  and  building  the  wafte-grounds,  is  exa£^ly 
the  fame  as  is  prefcribed  by  the  three  ftatutes,  already  mentioned,  and  probably  with  as  little 
reafon. 

A  judicious  obferver  will,  we  Imagine,  naturally  remark,  that  th^e  is  fuch  a  thing  as  fafhion 
or  example,  even  in  the  important  fubje£t  of  a£ts  of  Parliament  of  England.  Thus,  one  age, 
from  an  applauded  example  or  two,  runs  more  into  one  kind  of  reformation  of  abufes ;  ano* 
ther  age  into  fome  other  kind;-for  the  fame  reafon.  This,  and  the  other  three  ftattttes,  fuffi* 
ciently  exhaufted  the  fubjefl  they  relate  to,  having  therein  gone  through  not  only  almoft  all 
the  confiderable  cities  and  towns  of  the  kingdom,  London  excepted,  but  have  even  defcended 
to  feveral  towns  which  neither  are,  nor  ever  were  of  coniideration  enough  to  have  fo  much  re 
gard  paid  to  them ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  defign  in  genera)  is  very  laudable.  After 
the  reftoration  of  King  Cliarles  II.  the  making  of  rivers  navigable,  and  the  repairing  and  deep- 
ening of  harbours,  had  a  coniiderable  run  ;  and  the  laft  and  prefent  generation  have,  in  a  great 
ixieafure,  followed  the  fame  praftice  ;  but,  in  our  time,  public  fpirit  has  been  very  greatly  ex- 
erted  in  building  bridges,  making  roads,  and  forming  internal  navigations. 

1545  According  to  Herrera's  Hiftory  of  Spanifh  America,  the  unparalleled  filver  mines  of  Potofi, 
in  Peru,  which  had  been  difcovered  a  little  time  before,  but  remained  till  now  concealed  from 
the  King's  officers,  were,  in  this  year,  firft  regiftered  in  the  King  of  Spain's  books.  It  is  re« 
lated,  that  an  Indian  running  up  that  mountain  after  a  deer,  difcovered  the  firft  mine,  by  lay* 
ing  hold  of,  and  tearing  up  by  the  root,  a  (hrub  which  grew  out  of  a  vein  of  ore.  The  next 
year  other  veins  were  difcovered,  fays  that  author,  on  this  feemingly  inexhauftible  mountain ; 
which  being  noifed  abroad,  brought  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  La  Plata  to  fettle 
there ;  fo  that  In  a  fhort  time,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tbofe  mines,  there  fprung  up  the 
largcft  town  in  all  Peru,  where  there  is  a  prodigious  trade.  The  mountain  lies  in  twenty-one 
degrees  and  forty  minutes  of  fouth  latitude;  yet,  becaufe  of  its  great  height,  it  is  cold  and  dry, 
and  by  nature  barren,  producing  neither  fruits  nor  grafs.  The  colour  of  its  earth  is  a  dark 
red.  Such  were  the  riches  drawn  from  thofe  mines,  that  even  in  thofe  times,  the  King's  fifth 
amounted  to  one  million  and  a  half  of  pieces  of  eight  yearly ;  although,  in  thofe  early  days, 
the  King  was  robbed  of  much  of  his  due ;  not  one-third  part  of  the  filver  being  flamped  and 
regiftered.  He  adds,  that  in  the  year  1585,  they  counted  one  hundred  and  eleven  millions 
that  had  paid  the  King's  fifth,  from  the  firft  difcovery  of  the  mines  to  that  year,  befide  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  that  had  never  paid  it  at  all.  It  feems,  that  it  was  firft  found  to  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  feparatc  the  metal  from  the  earth  or  drofs  by  dint  of  fire  ;  the  ancients  being  ignorant 
of  the  fecrct  of  fcparating  the  metal  of  filver  by  mercury,  although  they  knew  that  of  gold,  and 

thought 
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^545  tEought  that  mercury  would  not  cleave  to  any  otiier  metal.  The  Spaniards,  however,  after- 
wards difcovered  that  it  would  cling  to  filver  alfo,  though  not  fo  foon  ;  but  it  has  no  cfFeft 
upon  other  metals.  And  fince  this  difcovery,  the  poorer  ore,  which  cannot  be  refined  by  fire, 
is  not  loft  as  formerly  ;  for  the  quickfilver  perfeftly  clears  the  filver  without  fire.  There  were, 
it  feems,  no  quickfilver  mines  in  Europe,  according  to  our  author,  until  after  the  difcovery 
of  America,  excepting  thofe  of  Carinthia  in  Germany,  and  of  Almadin  in  Spain;  but,  in  thj 
year  1566,  they  difcovered  one  near  Guamanga  in  Peru,  by  which  the  crown  gets,  it  is  faid, 
four  hundred  thoufand  dollars  of  clear  profit  annually,  befides  what  is  gained  by  cleanfing  the 
metal  with  mercury,  amounting  to  a  vaft  fum.  "  Two-thirds  of  all  the  filver  which  arrives 
**  in  Europe  from  America,"  fays  our  author,  **  comes  from  Peru." 

To  this  account  of  the  moft  famous  filver  mines  in  the  univerfc,  and  of  the  great  improve- 
ment in  refining  the  metal  by  quickfilver,  handed  down  to  us  by  fo  authentic  an  author,  we 
may  venture  to  add,  that  fince  Herrera's  days,  there  have  been  other  very  rich  filver  mines 
difcovered  in  Peru  ;  and  particularly,  it  is  faid,  there  was. a  very  rich  one  difcovered  near 
Cufco,  fo  .lately  as  the  year  17 12. 

Under  this  fame  year,.  Fatlier  Daniel  tells  us  of  a  French  (hip  of  war  carrying  one  hundred 
large  brafs  cannon ;  yet  he  neverthelefs  owns^  in  general,  that  the  largeft  (hips  of  war,  in  for- 
mer times,  were  not  to  be  compared  for  bulk  with  thofe  of  a  modern  period ;  fince,  in  old 
times,  large  fleets  were  fitted  out  from  harbours,  where  now  (hips  of  a  moderate  fize  have  not 
water  enough  to  float  them-;. of  which  Havre-de-Grace,  built  by  King  Francis  L  and  many 
other  places,  may  be  inftaneed.  Our  £ngli(h  naval  hiftorians  think  that  (hips  had  not,  as  at 
prefent,  gun  port-holes  till  this  time;  before  which,  they  only  placed  a  few  cannon  on  their 
upper-decks,  and  on  their  prow  and  poop ;  fighting  with  cannon'in  (hips  being  but  juft  come 
into  ufe.     Father  Daniel  therefore  may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  date  of  his  hundred  gun  (hip. 

1546-      We  are  now  come  to  the  time  when  intereft,  or  ufance  for  money  lent,  in  thofe  days,  and . 
always  known  by  the  name  of  ufury,  was  firft  fettled  in  England  by  law.     It  is  a  (latute  of  the 
thirty  feventh  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  9.  entitled,    How  offenders  in  ufury  (hall  be 
punilhed.     ••  Before  this  time,"  fays  the  judicious  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  "  there  was  no  law  for 
**  limiting  the  rate  of  intereft ;  there  was  then  little  trade,  and  as  little  money  in  die  nation  ; 
*♦  wherefore,  every  man  took  fuch  an  intereft  for  what  money  he  could  put  out  as  he  could 
"  get,  which,  in  fundry  inftances,  to  be  found  in  hiftory  here  and  there,  was,  before  this 
**  time,  generally  higher  than  ten  percent."  as  appears  alfo,  in  part,  from  the  ftrong  expref- 
fions  in  this  law,  the  preamble  wherfeof  fays,  **  That  fundry  ftatutes  have  been  made  for  the 
**  avoiding  and  punifliment  of  ufury,  being  a  thing  unlawful,"  (and  yet,  with  the  fame  breath, 
thefe  lawgivers  eftabli(h  it ;  for  this  was  the  church's  opinion  of  thofe  times,  though  never 
uniformly  put  in  praftice)  "and  of  other  corrupt  bargains,  (hifts,  and  chevifanccs;  which 
*•  ftatutes  are  fo  obfure,  and  dark  in  intents,"  (fo  framed  on  purpofe,  to  leave  room  to  avoid 
the  penalties,  whilft,  in  general  words,  all  ufury,  to  pleafe  the  clergy,  was  declared  finful) 
**  and  areof  fo  little  force,  that,  by  reafon  thereof,  little  or  no  puni(hment  hath  enfued  to  the 
**  offenders  of  the  fame.      For  reformation  whereof,"  fays  this  preamble  gravely,   **  be  it 
**  enafted,  "  That  all  former  ftatutes  concerning  ufury,  (hifts,  &c.  and  all  forfeitures  and 
"  penalties  concerning  the  fame,  be  henceforth  utterly  void." 
•    Next,  this  aft  prohibits  the  tricks  made  ufe  of  to  evade  the  laws  forbidding  ufury  :  as, 

*♦  I.  The  (hift,  by  felling  of  merchandize  to  a  perfon,  and  within  three  months  after,  buy* 
"  ing  the  fame  of  him  at  a  leflier  price. 

"  IL  None 
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1546  "  II.  Noiie  fhall,  by  way  of  any  corrupt  bargain,  loan,  exchange,  chcvifance,  fliift,  intcrcft 
**  of  any  wares,  merchandizes,  or  other  thing  whatever,  or  by  any  corrupt  or  deceitful  way, 
•^*  or  by  any  covin,  engine,  or  deceitful  way  of  conveyance,  receive  or  accept,  in  lucre  or 
^*  gains,  for  the  forbearing  or  givingday  of  payment  of  one  whole  year,  of  and  for  his  or  their 
^*  money,  or  other  thing  that  ihall  be  due  for  the  fame  wares,  &c.  above  the  fum  of  ten  pounds 
^<  in  the  hundred,  neither  for  money  nor  merchandize,  nor  yet  for  mortgages  of  lands  and 
'*  tenements,  under  the  forfeiture  of  treble  the  value  of  the  principal  money  lent,  and  of  the 
'*  ifTues  and  profits  of  the  faid  lands  or  tenements,  and  Ihall  alfo  be  imprifoned*  and  mako 
^*  fine  and  ranfom  at  the  King's  will  and  pleafure.  Of  this  forfeiture  one  moiety  to  be  the 
•*  King's,  and  the  other  the  informer's.** 

The  good  folks,  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  King  Edward  VI.  repealed  this  law  in  the  year 
1 55 1 -a,  and  determined  all  intereft  taken  for  money  to  be  unlawful.  But  the  wifer  folks  of 
the  thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  repealed  that  law,  and  reftored  this  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
as  will  be  feen  in  their  places. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume,  -p.  95,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England 
and  France,  by  which  King  Henry  VIII.  agrees  to  furrender  Boulogne  and  its  territory  to 
Francis  I.  in  eight  y^rs  time,  on  condition  of  being  paid  by  Francis  two  millions  of  French 
crowns,  &c.  and  all  new  impofitions  on  commerce  in  either  kingdom,  for  the  laft  fifty 
years,  wcre.agreed  to  be  abolilhed.  Hall's  Chronicle  fays,  that  juft  before  the  conclufion  of 
this  treaty,  the  Englifh  entered  the  river  Seine  with  one  htmdred  and  fixty  fail  of  Iarg6  fhips, 
and  came'bcfore  the  town  of  Havre-de-Grace,  where  the  French  fleet  was,  confifting  of  two 
hundred  (hips,  and  twenty-fix  gallies  of  force,  whereof  the  Pope  had  fent  twenty ;  but  a  ftorm 
foon  feparated  the  two  fleets  without  any  aAion. 

•  The  great  wealth  of  the  Fuggers,  merchants  of  Augfburg,  now  living  at  Antwerp,  who 
have  been  already  named  under  the  year  1535,  appears  again  in  vol,  xv.  p.  loi,  of  the  Foedera; 
by  an  .acquittance  of  Anthony  Fugger  and  nephews  to  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  and  to 
the  city  of  London,  bound  with  him,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds  Flemifh,  which  that  King  had  borrowed  of  him. 

And,  in  the  year  1547,  the  firft  of  King  Edward  VI.  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  152,  that 
young  King  had  borrowed  of  the  fame  perfons  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  fifty  Caroline  florins,  on  the  fecurity  of  the  city  of  London  ;  for  which  the  King 
grants  the  city  liis  indemnification. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  in  thofe  times,  even  our  great  monarchs  frequently  could  not  borrow 
i}cyond-fea,  without  the  collateral  fecurity  of  our  renowned  metropolis. 

In  the  fame  fifteenth  volume,  p.  103,  under  the  year  1546,  there  is  a  grant  of  King  Hen- 
ry VIII.  to  Philip,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  of  an  annual  penfion  of  ten  thoufand 
German  florins,  each  of  which  was  then  worth  three  fhillings  and  fourpence  fterling :  fo  that 
as  Englifli  coins  were  near  twice  as  weighty  as  in  our  time,  a  German  florin  might  tlien  pro- 
bably be  worth  near  fix  fhillings  of  our  money,  though  now  but  about  two  fhillings  and  four- 
-pence.  Which  fhews,  that  the  reft  df^urope,  and  Germany  in  particular,  gradually  raifed 
the  nominal,  whilft  they  leflened  the  real  value  of  their  coins. 

By  the  fame  volume,  p.  105,  of  the  Foedera,  it  appears,  that  there  was  much  finery  and 
gaiety  of 'apparel,  &c.  in  thofe  times,  though  not  fo  generally  difFufed  as  in  our  more  opulent 
days :  for,  in  tlie  year  1546,  King  Henry  VIII.  grants  a  licence  to  two  Florentine  merchants, 
therein  named,  to  import,  for  three  years  to  come,  the  following  rich  merchandize,  which, 

3  he 
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1.546  he  fays,  "  were  for  the  pleafure  of  us  and  our  dcareft  wife,  the  Queen,  our  nobles,  gentlemen, 
*♦  and  others,  viz.  All  manner  of  goldfroith's  work  of  gold  and  filver;  all  manner  of  flcins 
**  and  furs,  of  fables,  &c.  all  manner  of  cloths  of  tiflue  of  gold,  filver,  tinfcl,  velvet,  and  filk, 
*♦  cloths  of  tapeftry  and  arras,  mixed  with  gold  and  filver ;  all  forts  of  fringes  and  lace,  wrought 
♦♦  with  gold  and  filver,  or  otherwife." 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  thirty-fcventh  of  King  Henry  VIII  cap.  21.  two  parifh  churches,  or 
•ne  church  and  a  chapel,  not  being  above  one  mile  afunder,  and  one  of  them  not  exceeding 
the  yearly  value  of  fix  pounds,  may  be  united  into  one,  with  the  confcnt  of  the  Bifhop, 
patrons,  and  incumbent,  &c.  &c.  It  feems,  by  the  preamble  to  this  ad,  that  there  were 
many  parfonages  in  England,  the  glebes,  tythes,  and  other  yearly  profits  of  which,  were  not 
Efficient  to  mainuin  a  prieft  or  curate  for  the  benefit  of  the  parilhioners ;  and  as,  within  a 
mile  or  lefe  of  fuch  poor  parfonage,  there  happens,  in  many  places,  to  be  another  parifti 
church,  fituated  as  conveniently  for  the  faid  parifhioners  as  their  own  church  may  be ; — And 
whereas,  the  expence  of  fupporting  the  faid  two  churches,  for  reparations,  &c.  is  greater  than 
fuch  poor  parifliioners  can  bear ;  therefore,  if  one  of  thofe  church  livings  happen  not  to  exceed 
the  yearly  value  of  fix  pounds  in  tht  King's  books,  it  may  be  united  to  the  other  parilh- 
church.  Yet  the  confolidation,  or  union,  may  be  afterwards  made  void,  provided  the  pa- 
»i(hioners  of  fuch  poor  parilh  Ihall,  in  one  year  after  fuch  union,  properly  fecure  and  affure  to 
the  incumbent  of  the  faid  parilh  the  yearly  payment  of  fo  much  money,  as,  with  the  fum  that 
the  faid  par ifhes  rated  at  in  the  King's  Court  of  firft  Fruits  and  Tenths,  (hall  amount  to  the 
full  fum  of  eiglit  pounds  yearly. 

The  fifteenth  volume,  p.  i  lo^  &c.  gives  King  Henry  Eighth's  laft  will  and  teftament  in 
this  fame  year.  Among  other  things,  he  bequeaths  "  to  our  daughters  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
•*  at  their  marriages,  they  being  married  to  any  outward,"  1.  e.  foreign,  *«  potentate,  (by  the 
**  advice  of  the  aforefaid  counfellors)  if  we  beftow  them  not  in  our  life  time,  ten  thoufand 
^  pounds,  in  money,,  plate,  jewels,  and  hou&old  ftuffs,  for  each  of  them ;  or  a  larger  fum^ 
••  at  the  difcretioaof  our  executors^" 
1547  In  this  year,  the  firft  of  King  Edward  VI.  Peter  Baude,  a  Frenchman,  was  the  firft  who, 
in  England,  caft  iron  ordnance  or  cannon,  fays  the  author  of  an  oAavo  book,  intitled,  Eng« 
lilh  Worthies  in  Church  and  State,  London,  1684.  As  the  Englifh  made  ufe  of  cannon 
two  hundred  years  prior  to  this  time,,  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange  they  were  fo  late  in  manufa£tur« 
ing  iron  ordnance  as  this  year,  and  brafs  cannon  as  the  year  1635. 

Upon  the  acceflion  of  King  Edward  VI.  to  the  crown  of  England,  he  fettled  a  penfion  of 
one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  for  life,  on  each  of  his  two  phyficians,  as  appears  in  the  fifteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  143. 

Alfo,  according  to  p.  157  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King  fettled  a  falary  of  two  hundred 
marks,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence,  on  the  Lord 
.    High  Admiral,  in  the  perfon  of  his  uncle  Thomas  Lord  Seymour.    And  in  the  year  1549,  an 
equal  falary  was  fettled  on  his  fuccellbr,  John  Earl  of  Warwick. 

The  fame  year,  according  to  Howell's  Londinopolis,  "  the  price  of  Malmfey  wine,  then 
«*  the  only  fweet  wine  imported,  and  then  only  by  the  Lombards,  was  but  three  halfpence  the 
•*  pint ;"  for  which  he  gives  for  voucher  the  church  books  of  St.  Andrew  Underfliaft  in  Lon- 
don in  that  year,  '*  wherein  it  appears,  that  the  churchwardens  paid  ten  fhiUings  for  eighty 
«*  pints  of  Malmfey  fpent  in  the  church.'* 

Under 
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1547  Under  this  fame  year,  Thuanusi  lib.  129,  fpeaking  of  the  progrefs  of  4Ik,  from  the  eaft 
to  the  weftern  parts,  relates,  that^  in  the  reign  of  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  who  died  in  tliis 
year,  filk  profpered  in  Touraine,  but  more  efpecially  in  Provence,  as  lying  moft  foutherly ; 
it  profpered  alfo  at  Avignon,  Lyons,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  France ;  but  being  alfo  at- 
tempted about  Paris,  the  climate  was  found  not  to  be  .proper  for  it,  though  the  greateft  care 
was  taken  of  the  iilk  worms  at  Fontainbleau. 

YetMezcrai,  fpeaking  of  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  the  fucccflbr  of  Francis,  alleges,  that  filk 
was  ftill  dear  and  fcarce  in  France.  This  Prince,  according  to  him,  was  the  firft  who  wore  a 
pair  of  filk  knit  (lockings. 

In  this  firft  year  of  King  Edward  VL  we  have  a  ftatute  againft  vagabonds,  cap.  iii.  which 
carries  fo  many  marks  of  the  ancient  bondage  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  of  England,  that 
it  is  no  wonder  it  was  repealed  in  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  fame  reign,  and  ftill  fiirther 
in  the  thirty-ninth-  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  improper  for  a  free  and  commercial  poople.  It 
cnafts,  ;•'.  That  a  run-a-gate  fervant,  or  ariy  other  who  liveth  idly  and  loitcringly  by  the  fpace 
"  of  three  days,  being  brought  before  two  juftices  of  the  peace,  they  (hall  caufe  him  to  be 
"  marked  with  an  hot  iron  on  the  breaft  with  the  mark  V^  and  adjudge  him  to  be  the  (lave  of 
**  him  who  brought  Jiim,  for  two  years  after ;  who  (hall  take  the  faid  flavc,  and  give  him 
-**  bread,  water,  or  fms^U  drink,  and  refufe  meat,  and  caufe  him  to  work  by  beating,  chaining, 
"  or  otherwife,  in  fuch  work  and  labour  as  he  (hall  put  him  to,  be  it  never  fo  vile.  And  if 
**  fuch  (lave  abfent  himfelf  from  his  faid  mafter  within  the  faid  term  of  two  years,  by  the 
"  fpace  of  fourteen  days,  then  he  (hall  be  marked  on  the  forehead,  or  the  ball  of  the  cheek, 
«*  with  an  hot  iron,  with  the  fign  of  an  5,  and  further  (hall  be  adjudged  to  be  (lave  to  his 
"  faid  mafter  for  ever.  And  if  the  faid  (lave  (hall  run  away  a  fecond  time,  he  (hall  be  adjudged 
^<  a  felon. — It  (hall  be  lawful  to  every  perfon,  to  whom  any  (hall  be  adjudged  a  (lave,  to  put 
a  ting  of  iron  about  his  neck,  arm,  or  leg. 

A  juftice  of  p£ace  may  bind  »  beggar's  man-child  apprentice  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
•*  and  a  woman-child  tothe  age  of  twenty  years,  to  any  that  will  require  tlicm.  And  if  the 
^*  faid  child  run  away,  then  "his'^mafter  iha/ retain  and  ufe  him  for  the  term  aforef^id  as  his 
<'  (lave."  Here  the  word  (lave  is  named  feyen  times,  befides  twice  more  in  a  claufe  needlefs 
to  be  tranfcribed,  concerning  clerks  attainted  or  convi£k. 

'*  All  impotent,  maimed,  or  aged  perfons,  who  cannot  be  taken  for  vagabonds,  (hall  have 
^<  convenient  houfes  provided  for  them,  and  otherwife  (hall  be  relieved  in  the  cities  or  towns 
•*  where  they  were  born,  or  where  moft  converfant  by  the  fpace  of  three  years,  by  the  willing 
^'  and  charitable  difpofition  of  the  pari(hioners;  and  none  other  (hall  be  fuftered  to  beg  there." 
This  very  lame  claufe  contains  an  exprefs  inconfiftency  or  contradidion ;  the  firft  part  of  it 
being  an  injunftion  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  or  beggars,  and  the  latter  part  leaves  it  to  the  willing 
zna  charitable  difpofition  of  people.  This  way  of  making  provifion  for  the  difabled  and  aged 
poor^  is  to  be  found  in  the  ftatute  book  both  before  and  after  this  time  ;  but  as  thefe  a£ts  were 
more  properly,  and  indeed  merely,  recommendatory,  they  always  proved  ineffeflual. 

At  this  time,  it  feems,  the  ancient  city  of  York  was  become  much  decayed.  A  ftatute  of 
the  fame  year,  cap.  ix.  reprefents  its  declenfion  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  ^^  In  that  city  and 
"  fuburbs  there  are  many  pari(h  churches,  which  heretofore  (the  fame  being  wpll  inhabited 
''  and  repleni(hed  with  people)  were  good  and  boneft  livings  for  learned  incumbents,  by  rea« 
<'  fon  of  the  privy  tythes  of  the  rich  merchants,  and  of  the  offerings  of  a  great  multitude; 
«<*  which  livings  being  now  fo  much  decayed  by  the  ruin  and  decay  of  the  faid  city,  and  of  the 
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'547  **  trade  of  merchandize  there,  the  revenues  and  profits  of  divers  of  the  fame  benefices  are  not, 
**  at  this  prefent  time,  above  the  clear  pearly  value  of  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence, 
**  fo  that  a  great  fort  of  them  are  not  a  competent  and  honeft  living  for  a  good  curate ;  yea, 
**  and  no  perfon  will  take  the  cure,  but  that  of  neceflity  there  is  fome  chantry  prieft,  or  elfe 
"  fome  late  religious  perfon,"  i.  e.  monk,  "  being  a  ftipendiary,  taken  and  appointed  to  the 
*'  faid  cure  and  benefice,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  are  unlearned  and  very  ignorant  perfons. 
"  Wherefore,  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  that  city,  and  the  Ordinary  or.  his  deputy,  and  fix 
**  Jufticcs  of  Peace  in  the  faid  city,  are  hereby  impowered  to  unite  the  faid  parifhes  into  fewefr 
"  number;  to  wit,  fo  many  of  the  faid  parifhes  into  one  parifti,  as  (hall  to  them  be  thought 
%  "  convenient  to  be  a  living  for  one  honeft  incambent,  fo  as  the  clear  yearly  value  exceed  not 
"  twenty  pounds. -r-The  fuperfluous  churches  (hall  be  pulled  down,  toward  the  reparation 
**  and  enlargement  of  the  other  churches,  or  of  the  bridges  of  the  faid  city,  and  the  relief  of 
"  the  poor."  The  reft  of  this  aft  contains  a  provifion  for  the  then  incumbents  of  united 
parilhes  ;  the  King's  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  &c. 

As  afts  of  Parliament  do  not  always  fufficiently  fet  forth  the  true  grounds  of  many  evils 
they  are  defigned  to  reftify,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  on  this  ftatute,  that  the  fmallnefs  of 
thofe  livings  in  York  city,  as  in  many  other  places,  was  probably  owing  to  the  light  of  the 
reformation  from  popery,  by  which  the  ignorant  and  ill-judged  zeal  of  the  laity  received  a 
great  check:  dying  perfons  and  others,  in  ignorant  times,  frequently  erefted  and  endowed 
new  pari(hes  unneceflTarily ;  and  many  of  thofe  endowments  were  at  firft  but.fmall,  fo  that 
when  in  confequence  of  the  reformation,  the  privy-tythes  of  the  rich,  and  the  offerings  of  the 
multitude  failed,  and  money  aifo  was  becoming  gradually  Icfs  valuable,  they  were  naturally  re- 
sduced  to  their  original  value,  though  a  wrong  caufe  of  fuch  failure  was  often  affigned^  The 
zealous  method  of  multiplying  of  parifhes  in  many  cities  and  towns  in  old  times,  renders  it 
impoffihle  to  form  any  certain  judgment  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  from  that  of  the  parifhes 
in  them.  Thus,  for  inftance,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  has  but  four  parishes  in  it, 
though  it  probably  may  now  contain  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  and  York  city  has  ftill  twen- 
ty-eight parifhes,  without  containing  half  the  faid  number  of  people  :  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
have  each  of  them  above  thrice  as  many  parifhes  as  Newcaftle,  with  little  more  than  a  quarter 
of  the  number  of  people  in  each  ;  and  the  fame  might  be  faid  of  many  other  places. 

The  herring  fifhing  of  the  Hollanders  was  now  fo  confiderable,  and  was  become  of  fuch 
importance  to  that  people,  that  their  great  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland, 
part  H.  cap.  i.  relates,  •'  That  the  States  of  Holland,  though  then  but  low,  and  although  it 
**  was  in  a  time  of  peace,  fitted  out  eight  fhips  of  war  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  fifhery." 

Voltaire,  in  his  introduction  to  his  eflay  on  the  age  of  King  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  times  of  King  Francis  I.  fays,  **  The  French,  though  pofleflcd  of  harbours,  both 
"  on  the  Ocean  and  Mediterranean,  were  yet  without  a  navy;  and  though  immerfed  in 
"  luxury,  had  only  a  few  coarfe  manufaftures.  The  Jews,  Genoefe,  Venetians,  Portuguefc, 
**  the  Flemings,  Dutch,  and  Englifh  traded  fucceffively  for  us,  we  being  ignorant  even  of 
**  th©  firft  principles  of  commerce." 

The  ftatute,  cap.  xiv.  which  now  granted  King  Edward  VI.  all  the  Popifh  chantries,  &c. 

in  England,  notdifpofed  of  by  the  thirtj'-feventh  of  Henry  Vllf.  cap.  iv.  did,  amongft  other 

ufes,  direft  part  of  the  rents  fettled  on  thofe  chantries,  "  to  be  applied  towards  the  main- 

■*•  tenance  of  piers,  juttees,  walls  or  banks  againft  the  rage  of  the  fea,  have:*:;,  and  creeks." 

Vol.  IL    .  L  It 
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1^47  It  had  been  well  if  that  appHcatien  had  dulj  taken  place,  as  it  would  have  been  produftive  of 
great  national  benefit. 

And  by  cap.  v.  of  the  fecond  year  of  that  young  King,  "**  all  the  fee  farms,  payable  by  any 
"  city  or  town-rco*porate  to  the  crown,  are  directed,  daring  the  three  following  years,  to  be* 
'*  bellowed  folely  about  repairing  of  walls  and  bridges,  and  fetting  the  poor  on  work,  or  other 
**  good  deeds  in  every  fuch  city  and  town/'*   Bat  few  or  none  of  thefe  fine  things  or  good; 
deeds  were  ever  put  in  pradtke. 
1548      A  very  neceflary  ftatute  was  alfo  made  in  the  fecond  and  third  of  Edwtrd  VI.  cap.  xv; 
*'  for  reftrr.ining  the  fellers  of  all  manner  of  provifions  in  England  from  combining  togetlier, 
^^  not  to  fell  but  at  a  fixed  price ;  and  alfo  for  reftraining  workmen  and  labourers  not  to  make 
**  or  do  their  works  but  at.a  certain  fixed  price,  or  to  do  but  a  certain  work  in  a  day,  or  not 
*«  to  work.but  at  certain  hours."     A  claufe,  wifely  intended,  was  added  to  tbi«  ad,  **  licenfing 
**  all  manner  of  workmen  relating  to  building  of  houfes,  &c.  to  follow  their  occupations  ia 
"  all  cities  and  t6wns  corporate,  although  they  did  not  live  therein,  nor  were  free  of  fuch^ 
"  corporations."    But  this  wife  claufe  wa»  repealed  by  a  ftatute  of  the  third  and  fourth  of  this 
»       King,  cap.  XX.  plainly  (as  appears)  by  the  interpofition  of  the  city  of  London.     It  fets  forth,. 
•*  That  the  city  of  London  being  the  King's  chamber,  and  moft  ancient  city  of  this  realms 
"  the  artificers  and  craftfmen  of  the  arts,  crafts,  and  myfteries  aforefaid  are  at  great  cofts  and 
**  charges,  as  well  in  bearing  and  paying  of  taxes,  tallages,  fubfidies,  fcot,  lot,  and  other 
**  charges,  as  well  to  the  King's  Majefty  as  to  the  faid  city,  and  at  many  and  fandry  triumphs, 
**  and  other  times  for  the  King's  honour;  and  that  if  foreigners,"  1.  e,  non-freemen,  "  fhoukl 
**  come  and  work  among  them,  within  the  liberties  of  the  faid  city,  contrary  to  their  ancient 
ff  privileges,  the  fame  fhoi:^d  be  a  great  decay  of  cunning,  and  an  impoverifhment  and.driv* 
^  ing  away  of  the  freemen,  being  artificers  of  the  crafts,  arts,  and  myfteries  aforefaid  within 
**  the  faid  city  of  London,  to  the  great  hurt  and  de(lru£tion  of  the  faid  city.     For  reforma-> 
<*^  tion  whereof,  the  faid  claufe  is  hereby  repealed  entirely."     So  that,  although  the  rcafons 
for  this  repeal  are  expreflcd  as  above  only  in  refpcft  to  London,  yet  the  repeal,  being  general, 
took  in  all  other  corporation  cities  and  towns ;  and  fo  it  remains  to  our  owa  times,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  moft  wife  and  judicious  men. 

In  the  fame  fecond  and  third  of  King  Edward  V I.  there  was  a  kind  of  Lent  enjoined,  part-* 
ly  ecclefiaftical  and  partly  political,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  xix.  whereby,  although  in  the  preamble 
it  is  exprefsly  admitted,  "  That  all  days  and  all  meats  be  of  tlieir  nature  of  one  equal  purity 
**  and  holinefs,  none  of  which  can  defile  Chriftian  men — yet  forafmuch  as  divers  of  the  King's^ 
*•  fubjcfls,  turning  their  knowledge  therein  to  fatisfy  their  fcnfuality,  have  of  late,  more  than 
**  in  times  paft,  broken  and  contemned  fuch  abftinence  as  hath  been  ufed  in  this  realm  upon 

the  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  Embering-days,  and  other  days  commonly  called  Vigils,  and  in 

the  time  commonly  called  Lent.  And  confidering  that  due  and  godly  abftinence  is  a  means 
••  to  virtue,  and  to  fubdue  men's  bodies  to  their  foul  and  fpirit;  and  confidering  alfo,  that 
♦*  filheis  may  thereby  the  rather  be  fet  on  work,  whereby  much  flelh  fhall  be  faved  and  in- 
*^  creafed,"  how  differently  do  our  landed  men  and  farmers  reafbn  in  our  days  on  Ais  fubjeft ! 
**  and  alfo  for  divers  other  confiderations,  it  was  ena£ted, 

**  I.  That  all  former  laws  concerning  fafting  be  repealed. 

"  II.  That  none  eat  flefli  upon  Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Embering-days,  nor  in  Lent,  nor 
«<  yet  on  jiny  fuch  other  days  as  is  and  has  been  accounted  a  fifli  day,"  this  claufe  feems  to  be 
purpofely  cxpreffed  very  loofely  for  a  loophole,  «♦  on  pain  of  forfciliog  ten  iftxillings  for  the 

"  firft 
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«548  "  firft  offence,  and  tea  days  imprifonmetir,  without,  all  that  time,  eating  any  flefli;  and  twenty 
"  fhillings  and  twenty  days  imprifonment  for  the  fecond,  and  for  every  following  offence." 

••  III.  This  aft  fhall  not  extend  to  any  who  may'have  the  King's  licence,  nor  to  aged, 
-**  weakly,  fick,  or  maimed  perfons,  nor  to  women  with  child,  or  lying-in,  nor  to  prifoners, 
•*  nor  to  the  King's  lieutenants,  or  captains  of  his  army  or  forts;  neither  ftiall  it  extend  to 
^*  St.  Lawrence  E?en,  St.  Mark's  Day,  nor  to  any  as  hcVetofore  have  obtained  licence  from 
"♦^  the  Archbilhop'of  Canterbury." 

By  cap.  iii.  of  the  faid  fecond  and  third  of  King  Edward  VI.  for  regulating  the  purveyors 
for  the  King's  houfhold,  poft  horfes  are  therein  fixed  at  one  penny  per  mile. 

In  Strype's  Eccleiiaftical  Memorials,  under  the  year  1548,  wheat  was  fix  fhillings  and  eight* 
pence  per  quarter,  and  barley,  malt,  and  rye  at  five  fhillings,  peafe  and  beans  at  four  fhillings. 
We  can  frame  no  true  eflimate  of  the  difference  of  the  value  of  the  coins  at  this  time  from 
thofe  of  our  own.time,  that  innocent  young  King  being  milled  by  his  Miniflers  to  debafe  bis 
coin  in  a  fhameful  manner,  till  the  lafl  year  of  his  reign,  when  it  was  made  of  the  fame  value 
as  in  our  own  days,  and  has  fo  continued  ever  fince. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  fecond  and  third  years  of  King  Edward  VI.  cap.  vi.  all  manner  of  duties 
and  other  incumbrances,  doles  or  fhares  of  fHh,  till  now  taken  by  admirals  and  their  fubfli- 
tutes,  &c.  from  thofe  ufing  the  fifhing  trade  of  Newfoundland,  Iceland,  &c.  are  taken  off: 
•^*  forafmuch,"  fays  the  preamble,'  "  as,  within  tl>efc  few  years  paft,  there  have  been  taken 
•*  by  certain  of  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty  divers  great  ^xaftions,  as  fums  of  money,  doles, 
'**  or  fhares  of  fifh,  &c.  to  the  great  difconragement  of  thofe  fifheries,  and  of  damage  to  the 
-•*  whole  commonwealth  — For  reformation  whereof,  &c.  it  was  enafted  as  above." 

About  this  time,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  is  faid  to  have  begun  to  put  in  execution  a  de* 
iign  he  had  long  been  forming,  of  reducing  the  republic  of  Genoa  to  a  flate  of  abfolute  de« 
pendence  on  him,  thereby  to  keep  a  door  always  open  for  his  armies  from  Spain  to  pafs  into 
Italy.     For  the  Genoefe,  notwithftanding  the  decay  of  their  former  vaft  commerce,  were  flill 
immenfcly  rich  ;  and  being  great  bankers  and  dealers  in  money,  he  reafonably  concluded,  that 
if,  by  extraordinary  allowances  for  interefl:,  he  could  draw  their  money  into  his  exchequer,  he 
fhould,  in  that<:afe,  pofTeis  himfelf  of  the  furefl  pledges  they  could  give  him  of  their  fidelity. 
In  this  year  therefore  that  Emperor,  being  in  the  Netherlands,  fent  for  his  eldefl  fon  Philip  to 
come  to  him,  who  failing  firom  Barcelona  to  Genoa,  in  order  to  go  through  Germany  to  his 
father,  the  Gendefe,  for  a  fortnight  together,  entertained  hiip  with  furprizing  magnificence, 
(fays  their  biflorian  De  Mailly.)     That  Prince,  whilft  there,  by  the  Duke  D'Alva's  advice, 
propofed  to  that  republic  to  permit  the  Spaniards  to  build  a  citadel  in  their  fuburbs^  where 
their  garrifon  might,  for  the  future,  fecure  that  city  from  the  frequent  confpiracies  and  tumults 
to  which  they  were  fo  liable.     But  that  propofal  was  not  only  unanimoofly  rejeded,  but  like- 
wife  the  vafl  retinue  of  this  Prince  juflly  alarmed  the  Senate,  and  occafioned  a  great  fquabble 
between  them  and  the  Genoefe,  which  was  not  quelled  without  blood(hed,  fo  that  the  Prince 
•was  glad  to  leave  Genoa.     Whereupon,  fays  Dc  Mailly,  the  Emperor  took  other  mcafures  to 
fecute  to  himfelf  the  fideKty  of  the  Genoefe  ;  for  he  determined  never  to  pay  the  principal 
furas  due  to  them,  which  he  had  borrowed  for  his  occafions  in  Italy  and  the  Netherlands,  (fee 
alfo  Thuani  Hiftoria,  lib.  Ixi.)  and  only  to  pay  them  the  arrears  of  interefl;  to  thb  end,  that 
temaining  always  in  their  debt,  they  might  live  in  a  conflant  dread  of  embroiling  themfelves 
with  a  Prince  who  owed  them  fo  much.     His  fon  Philip  II.  improved  upon  his  father's 
Schtm^  by  which  many  millions  of  money  were  borrowed  of  them  on  the  fecurity  of  the 
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1548  duties  on  the  commerce  of  Spain  and  America.  But  Philip  being  foon  after  greatly  exhaufWd 
by  his  Netherland  wars,  he  not  only  fufpdided  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  principal,  but 
even  of  its  intereft,  which  occalioncd  much  clamour  and  diilrefs  in  Genoa,  where  fo  many 
families  lived  entirely  on  the  intereft  of  the  money  gotten  in  traffic  by  their  anceilors  ;  as  is 
the  cafe  at  this  day  with  many  principal  inhabitants  of  Antwerp,  though  long  iince  deprived, 
of  its  immcnfe  trade,  fo  comfortable  arc  the  effefts  which  even  a  departed  commerce  leaves  be- 
hind it  for  many  fucceeding  generations.  King  Philip's  real  or  pretended  inability  to  pay 
even  the  intereft  of  thofe  large  fums,  made  him  at  firft  begin  to  cavil  with  the  creditors,  on 
account  of  certain  fmall  pretended  mifreckonings,  and  to  infift  that  he  had  overpaid  their  in- 
tereft :  he  therefore  obtained  the  Pope's  approbation,  for  deducing  out  of  their  principal  debt 
fo  much  as  they  had  received  more  than  what  his  Holinefs  and  King  Philip  thought  fit  to  call 
legal  intereft.  On  their  capital,  however,  thus  reduced,  it  is  faid  by  fome,  though  it  feems 
untruly,  that  the  Court  of  Spain  were  ever  after  punctual  on  paying  the  intereft.  By  thofe 
vaft  loans,  the  Genoefe  are  faid,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  have  governed  the  rate  of  intereft  in 
other  parts  of  Europe.  Thus  at  firft  they  had  ten  per  cent,  from  thofe  Princes,  afterwards  it 
was  reduced  to  feven  per  cent,  and  fince  lower ;  and  probably  tlie  fixing  of  ufury  at  ten  per 
cent,  by  law  in  England,  in  the  year  1546,  took  its  rife  from  the  practice  of  Genoa. 

And  here  let  us  add  a  melancholy  and  moft -intereft! ng  remark,  for  the  ferious  confideration 
of  thafe  to  whom  it  more  immediately  relates  iri  oiir  own  days,,  which  was  made  many  years 
ago  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his  Difcourfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of 
England,  publifhed  in  o&avo,  in  the  year  i6g8,  **  That  thofe  large  anticipations  of  King 
Philip  II.  which  were  continued  from  year  to  year,  without  any  meafures  thought  an  for 
ledening  the  debt,  have  naorc  contributed  to  fink  the  Spanifh  monarchy  than  all  their  other 
bad  counfels  put  together.  The  chief  branches  of  that  kingdom's  revenue  being  employed 
in  payment  of  intereft  of  money  borrowed  one  hundred  years  ago  ;  the  nourishment,  which 
Ihould  fupport  the  body-politic,  being  diverted  another  way,  it  becomes  weak  and  unable 
to  refift  accidents.  And  when  a  people  fo  involved,  come  to  be  engaged  in  a  foreign  war, 
it  is  quickly  evident  to  their  enemies,  that  they  are  not  much  to  be  feared  for  tlieir  power ; 
and  to  their  friends,  that  they  are  not  to  be  depended  on  for  help."  All  which,  we  fear, 
may  foon  become  eminently  the  cafe  much  nearer  home,  than  it  was  at  the  time  that  able 
author  thus  folidly  warned  the  then  government  to  beware  of  anticipations  ^  the  whole  nation- 
al debt  fcarcely  amounting  in  1698  to  ten  millions. 

Kl*  Upon  a  review  of  this  important  remark  of  D'Avenant*s,  the  author,  with  profound  re-. 
fpe£t,  and  purely  out  of  bis  warm  zeal  for  the- public  welfare,  moft  humbly  prefumcs  to  dedi- 
cate and  recommend  to  our  prefent  patriot  Miniftry^  and  to  their  fuccefibrs  in  power,  this 
fingle  paragraph  only,  for  their  moft  ferious  confideration  ;  as  they  would  have  the  glorious 
epithet  of  Patiiot  joined  to  their  names  to  lateft  pofterity ;  humbly  praying,  that  his  honeft 
zeal  may  not  be  conftrued  to  be  dilating  to  his  fuperiors,  which  he  is  far  from  prefuming 
to  do. 

1549  In  vol.  XV.  p.  181,  of  the  Fcedera,  King  Edward  VI.  grants  apenfion  of  one  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence  to  Sebaftian  Cabot,  who,  it  feems,  had  now 
left  the  fervice  of  Spain ;  which  grant,  fays  King  Edward,  was  for  ferviccs  done,  and  to  be  done 
by  him.  He  muft  then  have  been  an  old  man,  it  being  fifty-three  years  fince  his  voyage 
with  his  father  to  the  American  coafts,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VII.     That  fum  was 
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1549  continued  to  him  during  life  by  Queen  Mary ;  ibid.  p.  427.  he  having  been  Governor  of  the 
Rullia  Company,  and,  for  the  reft  of  his  life,  the  great  dircftor  of  our  naval  expeditions. 

Other  penlions,  by  that  Prince  granted  this  fame  year,  though  not  immediately  relating  to 
our  fubjcd,  (ibid.  p.  192,  i93j)  were  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  each  to  Martin  Bucer 
and  Paul  Fagius,  two  eminent  foreign  Proteftant  Divines,  and  (p.  200)  forty  marks  per  annum 
to  Peter  Vannes,  his  Secretary  for  the  Latin  tongue.  Aifo  (p.  201)  three  hundred  and  feventy- 
iive  pounds  per  annum,  during  pleafure,  to  his  faithful  friend,  Ocho  Duke  of  Brunfwick. 

That  good  young  Prince,  likewife,  through  his  own  inclination,  and  the  advice  of  Arch- 
bifhop  Cranmer,  gave  great  aiTiftancc  to  perfecuted  foreign  Proteftants,  many  thoufands  of 
whom  fettled  in  various  ))arts  of  England,  but  principally  at  London,  Southwark,  Canter- 
bury, Sandwich,  Maidftone,  Southampton,  Norwich,  and  Colchcfter;  where  they  had  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion  in  feparate  congregations,  fome  of  wliich  remain  to  the  prefent 
time,  and  where  mamifafturcs  were  fo  greatly  cultivated  and  improved  by  their  means,  as  not 
only  to  enrich  thofc  places  where  they  were  fettled,  but  to  prove  very  beneficial  to  die  whole 
kingdom.  In  tlic  fhort  perfecuting  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  thofe  poor  people  were  forced  again 
to  fly  beyond  fca,  though^  at  her  death,  tliey  returned  to  their  old  habitations.  They  con- 
fifted  of  Walloons,  Germans,  French,  Italians,  Polanders,  and  Swifs,  and  there  was,  ia 
thofe  times,  even  a  congregation  of  Proteftant  Spaniards  in  London. 

We  have  already  remarked  from  my  Lord  Bacon,  Lord  Herbert,  &c.  that  the  humour  of 
inclofing  the  lands  of  England  for  pafturc,  inftead  of  arable,  had  made  the  common  people, 
at  different  times,  very  uneafy  ;  fo  that  they  had  now  begun  violently  to  lay  them  open  by  in- 
furredions  in  many  different  counties,  without  havmg  patience  to  wait  their  being  laid  open 
by  a  proclamation  from  the  King  already  iffued,  becaufe  the  proprietors  were  not  fo  quick  in 
obeying  it  as  the  mob  expefted.  And  of  all  others,  that  in  Norfolk,  in  this  fame  year  1549, 
was  the  moft  remarkable  and  furious,  headed  by  one  Ket  and  Flowerdew,  who,  by  firing  of 
beacons,  and  ringing  of  bells,  drew  many  thoufands  of  the  lower  people  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
to  join  them,  and  committed  many  very  grievous  and  (hocking  outrages.  Ket  was  a  tanner  at 
Wymondham,  Norfolk,  They  did  infinite  damage  and  mifchief  to  the  city  of  Norwich,  which 
tliey  almoft  laid  defolate,  by  cither  driving  the  induftrious  and  wealthy  inhabitants  out  of  it,  or 
clfe  miferably  butchering  them ;  fo  that  this  city  became  a  receptacle  for  idle,  loofe,  and  ex- 
travagant vagrants: — "  In  which  condition,'*  fays  Roger  Coke,  Efq;  in  his  Reflexions  oik 
the  Eaft  India  and  African  Companies,  printed  in  the  year  1695,  *•  it  was  thought  fo  dan*- 
**  gerous  to  the  Government,  tliat,  in  the  beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  it  was  ofteiii 
*'  debated  in  Council,  whether,  for  this  caufe,  it  fhould  not  be  demoliflied.  But,"  fays  he». 
**  a  better  fate  attended  that  noble  city,  through  the  wifdom  of  that  great  Queen,  and  the 
'*  cruelty  of  the  Netlierland  perfecution  about  twenty  years  after  this  time."  This  infurrec- 
tion  occafioned  the  flaughter  of  about  five  tlioufand  of  the  rioters ;  Ket,  their  leader,  was 
taken  and  hanged  on  the  top  of  Norwich  caftle. 

There  had,,  indeed,  been  many  inclofures  lately  made  out  of  wafte,  marfhy,  and  other  kinds 
of  barren  and  common  grounds,  in  confequence  of  which  great  improvements  were  effefted. 
But  as  the  poorer  fort,  became  thereby  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  fuch  wafte,  &c.  grounds,  for 
feeding  their  cattle,  and  alfo  for  fuel,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered,  that  great  clamours  were 
laifed  on  that  account,  which  at  length  burft  out  into  open  riots,  firft  in  Kent,  and  after- 
wards in  the  comities  of  Effex,  Buckingham,  Northampton,  Somerfet,  Lincoln,  Norfolk^ 
and  Suffolk. 

Im 
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1549      In  this  year,  the  French  King^  Henry  IL  caufed  the  houfes  la  his  capital  city  of  Paris  to 
be  numbered,  which  it  feems  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  in  number,  exclufive  of  churches, 

.  chapels,  monafteries,  colleges,  and  other  public  edifices,  and  of  Jiine  market  houfes ;  and  bis 
fon,  Charles  IX,  found  one  hundred  thowfand  perfons  in  this  city,  bdidcs  ftrangers,  fcrvants, 

;  and  churchmen. 

Houfe  rents  in  EUigland  muft  have  been  ftill  very  low  at  this  time,  whent  according  to  Arch- 
bifhop  Nicholfon's  Englifh  Hiftorical  Library,  (Who  quotes  the  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith 
for  it)  "  a  houfe,  in  the  very  pre<iin£ls  of  King  £dward  Sixth's  Courjt,  in  ChanneWow, 
*'  Wcftmjnfter,  was  let  to  no  lefs  a  petfon  than  the  Comptroller  of  that  King's  houflidfil  for 
•*  the  yearly  rent  of  thirty  (hillings  ;*'  even  altliough  the  coins  of  filvcr  were  very  little,  if  any 
at  all,  heavier  than  at  this  day.  This  was,  without  doubt,  owing  principally  to  the  little 
commerce  and  few  manufaS tires  of  thofe  dayi,  compared  to  modern  times. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  of  King  Edward  VI.  there  was  an  ad  of  Parliament  palled,  cap.  iL 
with  many  well  contrived  claufes,  for  preventing  of  frauds  in  the  woollen  manufacture  of  Eng^ 

.  land ;  fuch  as  for  the  clothier's  feal  on  his  cloth ; — againft  over-ftrctching  the  cloths ;— for  the 
well  dying  of  cloths  ;—alfo  for  the  w^ll  dying  of  all  wools  to  be  converted  into  cloths,  or  into 
hats  or  caps ; — alfo  for  preventing  the  putting  any  deceitful  thing  upon  cloth,  fuch  as  flocks, 
chalk,  flower,  ftarch,  &c. — nor  to  ufe  iron  cards  in  the  rowing  of  clodis ; — ^alfo  for  the  juit 
flicafuring  of  cloths.  For  all  which  purpofes,  overfeers  aredireded  to  be  annually  appointed, 
not  only  in  corporation  towns  by  their  chief  magiftrates,  jointly  with  the  wardens,  &c.  of  the 

,  cloth-workers ;  but  in  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets  not  incorporated,  by  the  judices  of  the 

rpeaccjointly  with  the  cloth- workers  ;  which  overfeers  Ihall,  at  lead  once  in  every  quarter  of  a 
year,  or  as  often  as  they  think  needful,  vifit  clothiers,  drapers,  dyers,  and  preflers  houfes, 
fhops,  &c.  to  which  overfeers  one  moiety  is  hereby  given  of  all  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  of 
this  aft,  and  the  other  to  the  King,  &c. — All  which  evidently  Ihews  the  care  of  the  legiflature 
for  that  manufa&ure,  and  alfo  that  it  was  at  this  time  univerfally  fpread  ail  over  the  kingdom, 

.  and  in  a  flourifhing  coixdition. 

Notwithftanding  of  all  which  former  laws  for  regulating  the  Englifli  woollen  manufadure, 
we  have  another  flatute,  in  the  year  1552,  (fifth  and  fixth  of  King  Edward  VI.)  for  the  very 

:  fame  ends  and  purpofes,  to  which  we  muft  refer  our  more  curious  readers. 
^55^     in  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  an,  &c.  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace, 

^and  of  mutual  intcrcourfc  of  commerce,  concluded  between  King  Edward  VI.  of  England 
and  King  Henry  II.  of  France.     In  which  thefubftauce  of  what  relates  to  commerce  is  as 

•  follows : 

I.  A  free  and  undifturbed  commerce  Ihall  be  between  both  nations. 

II.  The  (hips  of  both  nations  going  out  armed^  Ihall,  as  in  former  treaties,  ftill  give  Iccurity 
tHOt  to  injure  the  other  party  in  any  refpcft. 

III.  King  Edward  agrees^  that,  in  fix  weeks  time,  he  will  reftore  to  France  the  city,  forts, 
and  territories  of  Boulogne.     In  confideration  whereof,  Henry  agrees  to  pay  Edward  four 

^  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  the  fon.  For  the  performance  of  all  which,  and  alfo  of  King 
Edward's  delivering  up  the  caftles  of  Douglas  and  Lauder  to  Queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  and 
Nfor  demolifhing  the  caftles  of  Aymouth  and  Roxburg;  hoftages  were  delivered  on  both  fides. 

In  an  acquittahce  for  delivery  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition  of  Boulogne,  p.  218,  there 
is  the  firft  mention  to  be  found  in  the  Foederaof  iron  bullets  (bouletz  defer)  ^     Notwithftand-^ 
isig  which,  we  ihall  fee,  diat  ftone  bullets  remained  in  ufe  confiderably  later  than  tliis  period. 
+  '  Monfieur 
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1550  Moni!eur  Huet»  Bifhop  of  Avranchcs,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Commercey  (If  they 
were  really  his,  as  fome  have  written)  fpeaking  of  the  meridian  glory  of  Antwerp,  which  was 
in  its  zenith  in  and  about  this  year  1550,  obferves,  ^*  That  the  perfecutions  raifed  in  Ger- 
"  many  on  account  of  religion  in  the  reign  «f  the  Emperor  Charles  V. — in  France  under 
"  King  Henry  II. — and  in  England  under  Qu^en  Mary ;  forced  much  people  to  fettle  at  Ant- 
*«  werp,  whore  a  vaft  concourfe  of  all  European  nations  was  to  be  feen  ;  it  being  then  the 
♦•  mofc  celebrated  magazine  of  commerce  in  all  Europe,  if  not  of  the  whole  world;,  it  having 
.«*  been,  ^t  this  time,  a  common  thing  to  (cfe  two  thoufand  five  hundred  (hips  in  the  Scheld, 
^*-  laden  with  all  forts  of  merchandize :  <ind  that,  in  one  word,  Ajitwcrp  was  then  almoft.what' 
•*  Aniftcrdam  is  now,"  a  general  ftorehoufe  for  the  whole  world. 

Yet  the  introduflion  of  the  inquifition  into  the  Netherlands  in  this  fame  year,  though  not 
into  Antwerp,  foon  began  to  create  great  uneafinefs,  and  even  to  influence  commerce  ejccecd- 
ingly.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  being  defirous  to  have  that  infernal  tribunal  introduced  that 
fame  year  into  Antwerp,  <<  fo  great  was  the  influence  of  the  Engliih  merchant-adventurers  at 
**  that  time,''  fays  Sleidan  in  his  Comipentaries,  lib.  xxii.  *'  that  the  city  had  no  other  means 
**  for  eflFedually  influencing  that  Emperor,  but  toteH  him,  that  the  Englifh  merchants  would 
**  certainly  leave  the  city  and  country,  if  he  brought  the  inquifition  thither,  which  proved 
*•  efltSual."  For  it  feems  the  Emperor,  on  a  ftriA  enquiry,  found  that  the  Engliih  mer- 
chant-adventurers maintained  or  employed  at  leaft  twenty  thoufand  perfons  in  the  city  of 
Antwerp  alone,  befides  thirty  thoufand  more  in  other  parts  of  the  Netherlands.  The  reader 
ought  to  be  acquainted,  however,  that  this  laft  mei>tioned  account  is  written  by  J^  Wheeler, 
in  his  book  publifhed  in  the  year  1601,  in  quarto,  in  vindication  of  the  exclufive  claims  of 
tlm  Company,  whofe  Secretary  he  was ;  and  that  therefore  fome  allowances  are  to  be  made 
on  that  fcore  in  this  computation. 

Antwerp  having  had  new  and  very  firong  walls  built  round  it  about  this  time,  iaya  <juic« 
ciardini,  within  which  a  large  fpaqe  of  ground  was  taken  in  for  additional  new  ftreets,  three 
tlK>ufand  houfes  on  new  foundations  were  ereded,  and  above  one  thoufand  old  ones  rebuilt 
larger  and  finer ;  fo  that,  Paris  excepted,  fays  the^laft-named  author,  there  i?  hardly  a  city  on 
this  fide  the  Alps  that  exceeds  it  in  power  and  riches  ;  an^  as;  in  general,  it  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  fo  particularly,  with  refpe£l  to  its  vaft  commerce,  it  may 
be  deemed  almoft  the  firft  in  the  world.     Yet, 

In  Heifs's  Hiftory  of  the  Empire,  vol.  ii.  p.  108-9,  ^^  ^*  obferved,  under  thfs  year,  that  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  having-iffued  his  vigorous  and  famous  edift  againft  the  NetherlandPro- 
teftants,  eftabliftiing  feveral  tribunals  of  inquifition  for  their  fevere  puniflimcnt,  the  faid  edift 
paved  the  way  for  all  the  great  changes  which  happened  afterwards  in  thofe  provinces ;  but  its 
immediate  efFeft,  (as  it  regarded  commerce)  was  the  fpreading  terror  and  dcfpair  amongft  the 
manufafturers  and  merchants,  which  more  cfpecially  began,  even  now,,  to  affcft  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Antwerp, 

In  the  years  1550  and  1 551,  we  find,  that  one  Captain  Bodenbam  made  a  trading  voyage  from 
London  to  the  ifles  of  Candia  and  Chios,  in  the  Levant,  where  he  loaded  home  with  wines, 
8cc.  At  Chios  Jie  found  Englifli,  as  well  as  French  and  Genoefc  merchants.  Whilft  Candia 
remained  fubjeft  to  Venice,  and  Chios  to  Genoa,  Chriftian  Ihijps  confiantly  traded  thither ; 
but  whfen  the  Turks  had  afterwards  conquered  thofe  ifles,  the  Chriftian  (hips  frequented  them 
no  more,  till  their  refpeAive  fovereigns  had  gradually  obtained  commercial  treaties  at  the  Ot« 
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1550  toman  Porte.  This  trade  to  thofe  cailern  territories  of  Venice  gradually  brought  on  a  direft 
trade  to  Turkey,  as  will  be  feen  in  its  proper  place. 

We  have  feen  that  the  Portuguefe  were  acquainted  with  Japan  ever  fince  the  year  1542; 
they  had  got  very  great  footing  there  about  the  year  1550,  or  perhaps  a  little  later  :  but,  in  the 
end,  the  intemperate  zeal  of  their  priefts  and  miilionaries,  for  the  propagation  of  their  religion, 
having  had  no  bounds,  it  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  tlie  Japonefe  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  after 
they  had  found  means  to  gain  the  Emperor's  favour,  and  had,  as  their  hiftorians  allege,  con- 
verted or  made  Chriftians  of  about  a  third  part  of  the  people  of  that  empire,  they  were  all  put 
to  the  moft  cruel  deaths,  and,  together  with  them,  all  the  poor  converted  Japonefe.  Had  the 
Portuguefe  been  fo  moderate  as  to  have  contented  themfelves  with  enjoying  a  toleration  of 
their  own  religion  for  themfelves  alone,  tlicy  might  probably  have  remained  there  to  this 
dav. 

The  Hollanders  have  (by  the  Portuguefe  and  others)  been  laid  under  the  accufation  of  hav- 
ing been  fecretly  inftrumental  in  this  maflacre,  becaufc  they  were  the  only  Chriftians  excepted 
or  faved  out  of  it ;  a  point  which  we  are  by  no  means  able  to  clear  up  to  any  good  purpofe. 
What  is  certain  is,  that  they  alone,  of  all  Chriftian  people,  arc  permitted  to  trade  thitlier  to 
this  day,  although  indeed  they  are  fo  very  drift ly  watched,  that,  it  is  faid,  their  guns,  tackle, 
rudders,  &c.  are  brought  on  (hore  as  foon  as  they  arrive  there,  ever  fince  the  year  1640,  that 
they  landed  fome  cannon  an<l  ammunition  in  a  private  manner,  and  had,  it  feems,  aftually 
begun  to  ereft  a  fort,  under  the  colour  of  its  being  only  a  large  warehoufc ;  which,  defign, 
however,  the  jealous  Japonefe  difcovered  in  good  time.  Since  then,  the  Dutch  commerce  to 
Japan  is  faid  not  to  be  near  fo  profitable  as  before,  being  only  what  they  call  in  India  a  coun- 
try trade,  without  having  any  houfe  or  faftory  there,  /.  e.  a  trade  by  voyaging  from  Batavia 
thither,  and  back  again. to  Batavia,  or  to  fome  other  port  in  India  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  during 
their  fhort  flay  in  Japan,  they  are  always  Ihut  up  till  their  departure  in  a  fmall  ifland  near  the 
port  of  Nangafaki.  The  produftions  of  that  great  and  opulent  empire  are  corn  and  rice,  in 
great  abundance ;  the  fineft  tea.  Porcelain  and  lacquered  ware,  far  exceeding  thofe  of  China ; 
lilk,  cotton,  flrugs,  coral,  ivory,  diamonds,  pearls,  and  other  precious  Hones ;  alfo  much 
gold  and  filver,  fine  copper,  iron,  lead,  and  tin.  And  the  Dutch,  in  exchange,  carry  thither 
•cloth,  both  woollen  and  linen,  looking  glafles,  and  other  glafs  ware  from  Europe,  and  the 
various  merchandize  alfo  of  India,  Perfia,  and  Arabia. 

From  Bifliop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Preciofum,  wheat  was,  in  this  fame  year  1550,  -eight 
{hillings  per  quarter,  oats  «ight  (hillings,  malt  five  fhillings  and  one  penny,  Malmfey  wine 
four-pence  per  quart,  a  load  of  ilraw  five  fhillings,  a  load  of  coals  twelve  Ihillings.  He  adds, 
that  wherever  you  meet  with  coals,  in  old  accounts,  you  are  to  underfland  thereby  charcoal, 
not  fea  coal ;  which  laft,  fays  the  good  Bifhop,  as  well  as  I  can  guefs,  has  not  been  in  com- 
mon ufe  one  hundred  and  iifty  years,  at  leaft  not  in  London,  though  I  find  them  mentioned 
in  Matthew  Paris,  under  the  name  of  carbo  martnus^  i.  e.  fea  coal,  in  die  time  of  King 
Henry  III.  (fee  the  years  1234,  1357,  13791  and  1421.)  By  the  above  rates  of  neceflaries, 
living  muft  probably,  at  that  time,  have  ftill  been  about  four  times  as  cheap  as  in  our  days  ; 
but  the  coin  being  ftill  much  debafed,  wc  cannot  venture  to  pronounce  with  precifion  on  this 
point. 

1 55 1  Although  the  following  treaty  did  not  take  eflcft,  yet  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  it,  as  it 
is  charafteriftic  of  the  age  in  which  it  happened.  This  was  a  treaty  for  a  marriage  between 
'King  Edward  VI.  of  England  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  King  Francis  II.  of  France;  the 
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1551  lady  to  bring  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  the  fun  for  her  portion,  and  to  have  ten  thou- 
fand  marks  fterhng  for  her  dowry,  or  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen 
(hillings  and  four  pence  fterling. — Sec  Fcedera,  vol.  xv.  p.  273. 

It  feems  provifions  were,  at  this  time,  very  dear  in  Scotland  :  for  an  aft  of  the  Scotifli  Par- 
liament, paflcd  that  year,  for  reftraining  the  dearth,  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  *'  No 
**  Archbilhop,  Bifliop,  or  Earl  fhall"  (under  large  penalties)  "  have  more  than  eight  diflies 
*'  of  meat  at  any  meal ;  nor  an  Abbot,  Lord-Prior,  or  Dean,  above  fix  difhes ;  nor  Barons," 
^/.  e.  Lords  of  Manors)  •*  and  freeholders  above  four  dirties  ;  nor  no  burgeffes,  or  other  fub- 
**  fiantial  man,  fpiritual  or  temporal,  above  three  diflies  ;  each  of  all  which  diflies  fliall  con- 
"  tain  but  one  kind  of  meat.  Marriages,  however,  are  excepted,  and  alfo  banquets  made  by 
**  Archbifliops,  Bifliops,  Earls,  Lords,  Abbots,  Priors,  Deans,  Barons,  Provofts,  and  Bailies 
•*  of  Burghs,  to  ftrangers  of  other  nations,  butnotto  Scotfmen.'* 

Tripoli,  on  the  Barbary  Coaft,  was,  in  thjs  year,  taken  from  King  Philip  11.  of  Spain  by 
the  Turks,  after  Spain  had  poflcfled  it  about  forty  years. 

In  the  fame  year,  no  fewer  than  fixty  fliips  failed  from  the  port  of  Southampton  for  the  Ne- 
therlands with  wool;  fo  vaft  was  the  woollen  manufafture  even  at  this  time  in  the  Low 
Countries,  notwithftanding  the  great  progrefs  which  England  had,  at  this  period,  made 
in  it. 

1552  We  have  already  hinted,  under  the  year  1546,  that  the  good  people  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth's  reign  fell  into  the  fame  error,  concerning  the  taking  of  ufury  or  intereft,  as  their  old 
Popifti  progenitors  had  done  from  the  beginning,  and^herefore,  by  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  cap.  XX.  in  this  year  1552,  the  ftatute  of  the  thirty-feventh  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  ix. 
which  had  fixed  the  intereft  of  money  at  ten  per  cent,  was  abfolutely  repealed.  And  hereby 
trtily,  "  no  perfon,  by  any  means,  fliall  lend  or  forbear  any  fum  of  money,  for  any  manner 
"  or  increafe,  to  be  received  or  hoped  for,  above  the  fum  lent,  upon  pain  to  forfeit  the  fum 
••'  lent,  and  the  increafe,  with  imprifonraent  and  fine  at  the  King's  pleafure."  Yet  we  fliall 
fee  this  prefent  aft  juftly  repealed  in  the  thirteenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  viii. 

We  have  feen,  ujider  the  year  1515,  a  ftatute  for  afcertaining  the  length,  breadth,  and 
weight  of  certain  Englifli  woollen  cloths  ;  as  alfo  another  more  ample  ftatute,  in  the  year  1549, 
for  more  fully  regulating  the  different  kinds  of  them.  In  this  year  1552,  we  liave  another 
•ftill  more  extenfive  law  for  the  fame  purpofe,  (the  fifth  and  fixthof  Edward  VI.  cap.  vi.) 
wherein  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  all  the  different  countiesof  England  and  WaTes  are 
afcertained,  with  refpeft  to  length,  breadths,  weight,  &c.  and  by  which  all  former  ftatutes 
concerning  this  fubjcft  are  repealed.  Yet,  as  perfeft  as  this  ftatute  might  then  be  thought, 
there  were  many  more  fubfequent  ones  made^on  the  fame  fubjeft,  not  only  for  afcertaining  the 
true  dimcnfions  and  weight  of  thofc  cloths,  but  for  difcovering  and  reftraining  many  frauds  and 
irregularities  therein,  the  full  recital  of  which  would  be  both  tirefome  and  unprofitable  to  the 
generality  of  readers,  andfuchasmay  be  defirous  to  perufe  them  may  confult  the  ftatute 
books. 

By  cap.  xxiv.  of  the  fame  ftatute  of  King  Edward  VI.  there  is  another  monopolizing  aft, 
relative  to  the  making  of  felt  hats  and  thrummed  hats,  coverlets,  and  dornecks,  [i,  e,  diaper- 
linen)  though  fomewhat  more  moderate  than  that  in  favour  of  the  city  of  York  ;  for  whereas, 
by  the  ftatute  of  the  year  15449  as  we  have  feen,  the  manufafture  of  coverlets  was  abfolutely 
confined  to  that  city  alone,  cxclufive  of  all  other  parts  whatever  of  that  county ;  this  law  now 
rVoL.  IL  '  M  before 
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1552  before  us  only  confines  the  making  of  the  above  named  four  kinds  of  goods  to  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich, and  to  all  other  corporate  and  market  towns  of  that  county. 

In  this  fame  year,  King  Henry  II.  of  France  feized  on  the  three  biihopricks  of  Metz,  ToaU 
and  Verdun,  belonging  to  the  German  Empire,  fo  that  by  fuch  a  political  ftroke  not  only  a 
confiderable  territory  was  added  to  France,  but  the  barrier  of  Germany  was  fo  broken,  that 
France  gained  an  eafy  entrance  i«to  it,  of  which  Ihe  has  very  fuccefsfully  availed  herfclf  ever 
fince ;  and  by  her  additional  conquefts  on  that  fide,  file  has  reduced  the  empire  to  much  more 
confined  limits,  and  obliged  her  to  yield  thofe  territories  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  as  well  as 
the  noble  and  extenfive  Landgravate  of  Alface,  to  the  no  fmall  breach  of  the  general  balance 
of  power,  and  of  the  repofe  of  all  Europe. 

The  time  was  now  at  length  come,  that  the  eyes  of  the  Englifli  nation  were  to  be  opened, 
for  their  difcovering  the  immenfe  damage  which  was  fuftained,  by  fufFering  the  German  mer- 
chants of  the  Houfe  or  College  in  London,  called  the  Steelyard,  fo  long  to  enjoy  advantages 
in  the  duty  or  cuftom  of  exported  EngUfh  cloths,  far  beyond  what  the  native  Englifli  enjoy- 
ed ;  which  fuperior  advantages  poflefled  by  thofe  foreigners  began,  about  this  time,  to  be  more 
evidently  feen  and  felt,  as  the  foreign  commerce  of  England  became  more  difFufed. 

The  cities  of  Antwerp  and  Hamburgh  pofiefied,  attliis  time,  the  principal  commerce  of  the 
northern  and  middle  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  their  faftors  at  the  Steelyard  ufually  fet  what  price 
they  pleafed  on  both  their  imports  and  exports  ;  and  having  the  command  of  all  the  markets  ia 
England,  with  joint  or  united  ftocks,  they  broke  all  other  merchants.  Upon  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  the  Englifli  Company  of  Merchant-Adventurers  made  prelfing  remonftrances  to  King 
Edward  the  Sixth's  Privy  Council. — Thefe  Hanfeatics  were,  moreover,  accufed  (and  parti- 
cularly the  Dantzickers)  of  defrauding  the  cuftoms,  by  colouring,  or  taking  under  their  own 
names,  as  they  paid  little  or  no  cuftom,  great  quantities  of  the  merchandize  of  other  foreigners 
not  intitled  to  their  immunities. — They  were  alfo  accufed  of  leaving  frequently  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  even  the  great  privileges  granted  to  them  by  our  Kings  ;  yet,  by  the  force  of  great 
prefents,  they  had  purchafed  new  grants. — They  traded  in  a  body,  and  by  that  means  under- 
foM  and  ruined  others.  (This,  though  in  fome  cafes  improbable,  may,  in  other  refpe£ts,  be 
pra&icable.) — And  having,  for  the  laft  forty-five  years,  had  the  fole  command  of  our  com- 
merce, (fays  an  author)  they  had  reduced  the  price  of  Englifli  wool  to  one  fliilling  and  fix  pence 
per  ftone. — That,  in  the  preceding  year,  they  had  exported  no  fewer  than  forty-four  thoufand 
woollen  cloths  of  all  forts,  whilft  all  the  Englifli  merchants  together  had,  in  the  fame  year, 
exported  but  one  thoufand  one  hundred  cloths  :  the  Steelyard  merchants  were  alfo  excufed 
from  aliens  duties,  and  yet  all  their  exports  and  imports  were  made  in  foreign  bottoms ;  which 
was  a  very  confiderable  lofs  to  the  nation. 

Upon  mature  confideration  of  thefe  and  fimilar  reafons  and  arguments,  as  well  as  of  the  an- 
fwer  thereto,  by  the  faid  Steelyard  or  Hanfeatic  merchants,  and  of  records,  charters,  treaties, 
depofitions  of  witnefles,  and  other  proofs,  ^^  it  was  found,  in  this  year  1552,  apparent  to  the 
•*  King's  Privy  Council, 

**  I.  That  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  claimed  by,  or  pretended  to  be  granted  by  the  faid 
'*  merchants  of  the  Hanfe,  are  void  by  the  laws  of  this  realm ;  forafmuch  as  the  faid  merchants 
y  have  no  fufficxent  corporation  to  receive  the  fame. 

**  II.  That  fuch  grants  and  privileges  claimed  by  them«  do  not  'extend  to  any  perfons  or 
*^  towns  certain  ;  and  therefore  it  is  uncertain  what  perfons,  or  which  towns  fliould  or  ought 
V  to  enjoy  the  faid  privileges ,"  (this  point  is  no  quibble,  but  was  really  a  material  objection) 

t  •*  by 
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1JS2  "  by  reafon  of  which  uncertainty,  they  have  admitted,  and  do  admit  to  be  of  their  freedom 
«*  and  immunities  whom  and  as  many  as  they  lift,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  King's  cuftoms, 
*•  and  to  the  common  hurt  of  the  realm. 

"  III.  That  if  and  fuppofing  the  pretended  grants  were  good  in  law,  as  indeed  they  arc  not, 
"  yet  the  fame  were  made  on  condition  that  they  fhould  not  colour  any  other  foreigner's  met- 
•*  chandize,  as  by  fufficient  proofs  they  have  done- 

"  IV.  That  above  one  hundred  years  after  the  pretended  privileges  granted  to  them,  they 
"  ufed  to  tranfport  no  merchandize  out  of  this  realm  but  only  into  their  own  countries  ;  nei- 
*'  ther  did  tliey  import  any  merchandize  but  from  their  own  countries.  Whereas,  at  prcfent 
«*  they  not  only  convey  Engliih  merchandize  into  the  Netherlands,  and  there  fell  them,  to  the 
"  great  damage  of  the  King's  own  fubjefts,  but  they  do  alfo  import  merchandize  of  all  fo- 
reign countries,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  their  privileges. 

V.  That  in  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  time,  they  had  forfeited  their  pretended  privileges, 

by  means  of  war  between  the  realm  and  them  ;  (/.  €.  the  Hans -towns)  whereupon  a  treaty 

was  made,  llipulating,  that  our  Englifh  fubjefts  Ihould  enjoy  the  like  privile^rcs  in  Pruflia 

and  other  Hanfeatic  parts,  and  that  no  new  exaftions  fhould  be  laid  on  their  perfons  or 

goods :  which  treaty  has  been  much  broken  in  fcveral  parts,  and  efpccially  at  Dantzick 

where  no  redrefs  could  ever  be  obtained,  either  by  the  rcquefts  of  the  King's  father  or  him- 

felf,  for  the  faid  wrongs.     In  confideration  of  all  which,  the  Council  decreed.  That  the 

privileges,  liberties,  and  franchifes,  claimed  by  the  faid  merchants  of  the  Steelyard,  fhall 

**  from  henceforth  be  and  remain  feized  and  refumed  into  the  King's  Grace's  hands  until  the 

••  faid  merchants  of  the  Steelyard  fhall  declare  and  prove  better  and  more  fufficient  matter  for 

**  their  claim  in  the  premifes.     Saving,  however,  to  the  faid  merchants  all  fuch  liberty  of 

•*  coming  into  this  realm  and  trafficking,  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  merchant-ftrangcrs  have 

«*  within  the  fame." 

Rapin  adds,  that  the  Parliament  had  laid  a  heavy  duty  upon  the  merchandize  exported  and 
imported  by  the  Steelyard  fociety ;  and  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  Wcrdenhagen,  vol.  ii.  part  c. 
feems  to  think,  that  the  high  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  (inftead  of  one  per  cent,   their  ancient 
duty,  ever  fince  King  Henry  the  Third's  reign)  was  not  laid  on  them  till  the  beginning  of 
Queen  Mary's  reign,  "  at  a  time  too,"  he  adds,  "  when  almofk  all  the  commerce  of  the 
Hans-towns  was  reduced  to  the  port  of  London  alone ;  their  other  comptoirs,  viz.  Novo- 
grod,  Bergen,  and  Bruges,  being  almoft  defertcd  and  very  little  frequented  by  them.'* 
This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  bufinefs  during  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign,  of  rc- 
vcrfing  the  privileges  of  the  Steelyard  merchants,  taken  from  our  hiftories,  bat  more  particu- 
larly from  J.  Wheeler's  Treatifc  of  Commerce,  publiflied  in  quarto,  in  the  year  1601 ;  and 
as  he  was  then  Secretary  to  the  Merchant  Adventurers  Company,  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  in 
general,  a  true  account,  and  is  furely  an  ufeful  part  of  commercial  hiftory.     Wheeler  adds 
that  by  reverfing  thefe  privileges,  our  own  merchants  fhipped  off  in  this  year  forty  fhoufand 
cloths  for  Flanders.     Rapin,  in  his  Hiflory  of  England,  obferves,  that  the  Regent  of  Flanders 
as  well  as  the  city  of  Hamburgh,  earlieflly  folicited  to  have  the  Steelyard  merchants  rc-inflat- 
'Cd  ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 

The  minlflry  alfo,  at  this  time,  had  a  projeft  laid  before  them  for  the  benefit  of  commerce 
^iz.  for  opening  two  free  ports  or  mart-towns,  viz.  Hull  and  Southampton  :  but  this  was  not 
put  in  execution.     Thofe  two  ports  indeed  feem  extremely  well  fituated  for  fuch  a  fcbeme  if 
at  all  pra£licable* 
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155a       By  a  ftatute  of  the  faid  fifth  and  fixth  of  King  Edward  VI.  tap.  v.  for  promoting  of  tiHagc, 
and  preventing  the  increafe  of  inclofures  for  pafturc,  amongil  feveral  kinds  of  lands  excepted  ^ 
out  of  the  prohibitory  aft,  are  lands  fet  with  Saffron  and  witli  Hops.     This  is  the  firft  men- 
tion of  hops  growing  in  England  in  the  Engliili  ftatute  book,  and  is  a  clear  proof  tliat  hops 
began  to  be  cultivated  in  England  before  this  time,  as  has  been  before  obferved  under  the 

year  1524. 

Under  the  fame  year,  Hakluyt's  fccond  volume,  p.  8  and  9,  acquaints  us,  that  three  (hips 
from  Briftol  failed  to  Afafi  and  Santa  Cruz  in  South  Barbary  ;  their  ladings  being  linen  and 
woollen  cloth,  coral,  amber,  and  jet  ;  and  their  returns  from  thence  were  fugar,  dates,  al- 
monds, and  melaiTes.  In  p.  7.  Hakluyt  obferves,  that  till  the  preceding  year  15519  England 
had  no  mercantile  correfpondence  with  Barbary. 

By  a  ftatute  of  the  feventh  and  laft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  cap.  v.  **  I.  The  prices  of 
•'  wines  are  fixed  thus  :  Gafcony  and  Guienne  wines  at  eight  jpence  per  gallon,  and  Rochelle 
**  wines  at  four  pence  per  gallon  :  nor  (hould  any  other  wines  be  fold  at  an  higher  price  than 
•*  twelve  pence  per  gallon,  on  forfeiture  of  five  pounds.  This  ftatute  is  faid  in  the  preamble 
**  to  be  enaSed  for  the  avoiding  of  many  inconveniencies,  much  evil  rule,  and.  common  re- 
**  fort  of  mif-ruled  perfons,  uied  and  frequented  in  many  jtaverns  of  late  newly  fet  up,  in 
**  back  lanes,  corners,  and  fufpicious  places,  both  in  London,  and  otlier  towns  and  vil» 
"  lages.'* 

"  II.  The  next  claufe  enafts^  that  none  but  fuch  as  can  fpend  one  hundred  marks  of  yearly 
•'  rent,  or  elft  is  worth  one  thoufand  m^arks,.  or  elfc,-  laftly,  fliall  be  the  fon  of  a  Duke,  Mar- 
*'  quis,  Earl,  Vifcount,  or  Baron  of  the  realm,  fhall  have  or  keep  in  his  houfe  any  veflel 
**  of  the  faid  wines  for  his  family's  nfe  exceeding  ten  gallons,  on  forfeiture  often  pounds." 

**  III.  "  None  ihall  keep  a  tavern  for  retailing  of  the  faid  wines,  unlefs  licenfed  ;  and  that 
•*  only  in  cities,  towns  corporate,  burghs,  port  towns,  or  market  towns  ;  or  in  the  towns 
**  of  Gravefend,  Sittingborn,  Tuxford,  and  Bagfhot,  on  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds.  And 
**  there  fliall  only  be  two  taverns  for  retailing  of  wine  in  every  city  or  town,  except  in  London^ 
**  which  may  have  forty  taverns;  in  York,  eight  taverns ;  in  Norwich,  four  ;  in  Weftmin- 
**  fter,  tlircc ;  in  Briftol,  fix ;  in  Lincoln,  three ;  in  Hull,  four ;  in  Shrewfbury,  three ;  in 
**  Exeter,  four;  in  Salifl>ury,  three;  in  Gloucefter,  four;  in  Weft  Chefter,  four;  in  Here- 
*^  ford,  three  ;  in  Worcefter,  three ;  in  Southampton,  three ;  in  Canterbury,  four  ;  in  Ipf- 
•*  wich,  three ;  in  Winchefter,  three  ;  in  Oxford,  three ;  in  Cambridge,  four  ;  in  Cokhef- 
**  ter,  tliree  ;  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  four." — By  this  limitation,  it  may  be  thought  that  a 
pretty  near  guefs  may  be  made  of  the  magnitude  of  cities  and  towns,  allowance  being 
made  for  towns  fituated  on  very  public  roads  ;  yet,  this  matter  is  nevertlielefs,  ftill  very  un- 
certain. ,  * 

"  IV.  None  of  the  faid  taverns  (hall  retail  wines,  to  be  fpent  or  drank  within  their  rcfpec- 

"  tive  boufes. 

^'  V.  Merchants  may  ufe  in  their  own  houfes,  but  not  to  fell,  fuch  wines  as  they  fliall  im- 
'*  port:  alfo  high  fherifFs,  magiftrate&of  cities  and  towns,  and  inhabitants  of  fortified  towns, 
*•  may  keep  veffels  of  wines  for  their  own  confumption  only.'* 

As  extraordinary  as  feveral  parts  of  this  ftatute  may  poifibly  appear  to  fame  of  us  at  this  time, 
they  may  be  pretty  well  accounted  for,  not  only  from  the  fobriety,  poverty,  and  fimplicity  of 
that  age  compared  with  ours,  but  alfo  from  the  unfettled  and  tumultuous  difpofitionof  a  great 
part  of  the  people ;  thofe  efpecially  who  adhered  to  the  old  religion,  and  thofe  alfo  who  excit- 
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1552  cd  commotions  in  mod  counties  againfi  inclofures.     Yet,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  limited  number 
of  taverns  in  feveral  of  tlic  cities  and  towns  already  mentioned,  we  cannot  now  perhaps  alto- 
gether clearly  judge  or  determine  the  proportion  of  the  magnitude  of  thofe  places  therefrom. 
For  inftanccy  why  Cambridge  is  allowed  four,  and  Oxford  hxjjt  three  taverns  ;  nor  fome  other 
points  relating  to  this  fame  aft. 

*'  Hitherto,"  fays  Sir  John  Davis,  already  quoted  "  itismanifcft,  that  fince  the  1  aft  tranf- 
*•  fretation  of  King  Richard  II.  into  Ireland,  the  crown  of  England  never  fcnt  over  cither 
*'  numbers  of  men,  or  quantities  of  trcafure,  fufficient  to  defend  the  fmall  territory  of  the  Pale, 
"  much  iefs  to  reduce  that  which  was  loft,  or  to  finifti  the  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland." '  He 
then  lliews,  that  in  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign,  the  border  was  extended  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Englifli  pale,  after  breaking  the  0*Moors  and  O'Connors,  and  building  the  forts  of  Leix 
and  OfFaly,  rooting  out  thofe  two  rebellious  fepts,  or  clans,  and  planting  Engliih  colonies  ia 
their  room,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

Tliat  incomparable  young  prince.  King  Edward  VI.  died  in  July  1553,  having  juft  before 
his  death  endowed  three  of  the  great  Londoa  hofpitals,  viz.  Chrift's,  St.  Thomas's,  and 
BridewelL 

The  annual  expence  of  his  houQiold  was>  according  to  Strype,  vol.  ii.  p.  454-5,  viz. 
♦    ift  year    49,187  L  » 

ad  46,902 


3d  46,100 

4th  100,578   ' 

5th  62,863 

6th  65,923 


^Why  this  year  fo  far  exceeds  the  reft  we  know  not,  nor  why  other 
years  differ  fo  much ;  unlefs  it  be  from  the  great  debafing  of  his  filvcr 
^coias  in  every  year  of  his  reign  but  the  laft. 


1553  In  this  year,  (fays  Sir  John  Boroughs,  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London,, 
in  his  Treatife  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Britiih  Seas,  firft  written  in  the  year  1633,  and  pub- 
lifhed  in  1651,  p.  80)  "  Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,  obtained  licenfe  for  his  fubjefts  to  fifh  upoa 
*•  "the  north  coaft  of  Ireland  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  paying  yearly  for  the  fame  one 
•*  thoufand  pounds,  which  was  accordingly  brought  into  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland,  and  re- 
"  ceived  of  Sir  Henry  Fitton,  being  then  Treafurer  there,  as  his  fon  Sir  Edward  Fitton  hathu 
"  often  teftified." 

The  phyiician  in  ordinary  of  Queen  Mary  had,  as  appears  by  v6l.  xv.  p.  34.1,  of  the 
Fcedera,  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  fettled  on  him  for  life,  befide  his  diet  at 
court,  and  his  allowance  of  wine,  wax  candles,  ice.  So  that  this  phyiician,  Dr«  Thomas 
Huis,  muft  have  been  much  in  that  Queen's  favour* 

Yet,  (p.  351,  ihU.)  (he,  this  fame  year,  grants  only  a  falary  of  twenty  marks  yearly  to  the 
keeper  of  the  Royal  Library  at  Weftminfter. 

And  the  following  year,  fibiJ.  p.  359)  ftie  granted  a  falary  of  forty  marks  per  annum,  dur- 
ing life,  to  John  Soda,  her  apothecary* 

Under  the  preceding  year,  we  have  related  the  grounds  upon  which  King  Edward  the  Sixth's- 
council  abrogated  the  great  privileges  and  immunities  which  the  Hanfeatic  Steelyard  fociety  in 
London  had  enjoyed  ever  Cnce  the  reign  of  King  Henry  III.     "  Whereupon,*'  Rapin  adds, 
••  the  Parliament  of  that  time  had  laid  a  heavy  duty"  (twenty  per  cent.)  "  upon  their  exports 
**  ajid  imports,"  inftcad  of  their  ancient  duty  of  only  one  per  cent.    He  further  adds,  **  that 

•*  this. 
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1553  '•  this  aA was  renewed  in  Queen  Mary's  firft  Parliament:  but  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1554,  the  Queen,  to  gratify  the  Hans-towns,  fufpended  the  execution  of  thofe  ads  for 
three  years,  and  difcharged  them  from  the  payment  of  that  heavy  duty,  all  afts  to  the  con- 
"  trary  notwithftanding.     And  this,"  he  obferves,  "  was  the  firft  effca  of  this  Queen's  alii- 
««  ance  with  the  Emperor;"  (he  having  juft  been  married  to  his  eldeft  fon  Philip. 

Now,  although  Rapin  here  cxprefsly  mentions  that  there  were  two  afts  of  Parliament,  viz. 
one  of  the  laft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  and  another  of  the  firft  of  Queen  Mary,  for  laying 
on  that  high  duty  on  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  Steel-yard  merchants,  yet,  in  the  printed 
ftatute-*ook,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  the  title  of  cither  of  thofe  fuppofed  ftatutes  ;  which  may 
make  it  doubtful,  whether  both  thofe  tranfaftions  were  any  other  than  orders  or  determina- 
tions of  the  council-boards  of  thofe  times  ;  which,  in  thofe  days,  when  the  bounds  of  the  pre- 
rogative were  more  cxtenfive,  frequently  aflumed  a  very  great  latitude :  at  leaft,  if  they  were 
really  ftatutes,  we  might  have  had  their  titles  in  the  printed  ftatutc-book. 

Two  of  the  other  three  comptoirs  of  the  Hans-league  were  now  alfo  become  of  little  confc- 

qucnce  to  them,  fays  Werdcnhagen :  "  For,  firft,  Novogrod,  by  reafon  of  the  Czar's  arbitrary 

and  tyrannical  proceedings  ;  who,  without  any  juft  grounds,  aflumed  a  power  to  imprifon 

the  German  merchants,  and  to  fcize  on  their  efFcfts,  was  now  quite  abandoned ;  the  mer- 

**  chants  having  removed  to  Revel,  and  afterwards  to  Narva. 

Secondly,  Bergen  in  Norway  was  alfo  deferted  by  the  Hanfeatics,  by  reafon  of  fimilar 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  King  of  Denmark  :  for  whereas  the  ancient  toll  for  pafling  the 
Sound  had  been  only  a  golden  rofc-noble  on  every  y^//,  which  was  always  underftood  to  be 
meant  on  every  ftiip;  the  court  of  Denmark  had,  for  fome  time  paft,  put  a  new  and  arbi- 
trary conftruftion  on  the  wordyi/V,  by  obliging  all  fhips  to  pay  a  rofe-noble  for  every  fail 
in  or  belonging  to  each  fhip.     Moreover,  not  content  with  this  impofition,  they  proceeded 
to  lay  a  duty  on  the  corn  and  other  merchandize,  per  laft  or  ton,  diftinft  from  that  on  the 
**  fails ;  which  burthens  obliged  the  Vandalic  Hans-towns"  (that  is,  thofe  towns  on  the  Ger- 
man fliore  fituated  within  the  Sound)  •*  to  dcfert  the  Norway  trade ;  and  as  they  had  vaft  deal- 
**  ings  in  tranfporting  the  corn  of  Poland  and  Livopia  to  other  parts  of  Europe,  thofe  high  tolls 
"  fo  difcouraged  them,  that  they  alfo  gradually  left  off  that  commerce,  to  which  the  Hollan- 
**  dcrs  fucceeded,  and  have  continued  therein  ever  fince,  greatly  t6  their  advantage.     Their 
**  tliird  comptoir,  which  was  at  Bruges,  had,  by  the  decay  of  that  once  moft  opulent  city, 
*'  been  removed  firft  to  Dort,  and  afterwards  to  Antwerp  ;"    where,  indeed,  it  continued  to 
profper  for  fome  time  after. 

Thuanus,  lib.  51.  afligns  another  good  reafon  for  the  declenfion  of  the  commerce 
of  the  Hans-towns  at  Bergen  ;  where,  fays  he,  the  marks  of  their  ancient  commerce  are 
more  plainly  to  be  traced  than  any  where  elfe :  viz.  The  Dan ilfh  gentry,  allured  by  the 
hope  of  gain,  did,  in  the  reign  of  King  Frederick  II.  adopt  the  praftice  of  merchandize  and 
faflcrnge  themfelves,  as  alio  manufadures  and  focieties  of  commerce,  which  the  Hans-towns 
in  vain  laboured  to  get  that  King  to  aboiifli. 

The  fame  year,  1553,  weiind  by  Hakluyt,  vol.  ii.  that  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  being  at  Aleppo, 
obtained  privileges  from  the  Turkifli  Sultan,  Selim  II.  then  at  that  place  with  an  army  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  men,  going  againft  the  Perfians ;  by  which  he  was  to  pay  no  more 
cuftom  than  the  French  or  Venetians  ;  and  he  had  liberty,  without  being  difturbcd  by  their 
xonfuls,  to  trade  with  his  ftiip  or  (hips  to  the  Turkifh  ports.  This  is  the  firft  account  of  any 
jBiitilh  trade  to  Aleppo,  or  any  other  jpart  of  the  continent  of  Turkey. 
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1553  ^^  ^^'*^  ^^^^  Y^^^  '5S3»  a  very  great  cofmographical  as  well  as  mercantile  difcovery  is  made 
by  the  enterprizing  genius  of  certain  Englilh,  who,  whether  from  reading  0£\her's  account,  if 
cafily  to  be  found,  of  the  iituation  of  the  lands  and  feas  about  Norway,  &c.  delivered  to  the  ^ 
great  King  Alfred,  in  887,  as  we  have  related  under  that  year,  or  whether  from  any  informa- 
tion lately  received  from  the  people  of  Norway,  with  whom  we  now  conftintly  traded,  now 
found  a  paflage  by  fea  to  Ruffia,  along  the  north  end  of  Norway  and  Ruffian  Laplaad,  and 
down  into  the  fea,  or  rather  great  bay,  fince  termed  the  White  Sea,  where  now  (lands  the  fa- 
mous port  of  Archangel.  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  as  commander  in  chief,  with  three  (hips, 
hadbegun  this  voyage  juft  before  the  death  of  King  Edward  VI.  being  fupported  by  a  fociety 
or  companv  of  gentlemen  and  merchants,  for  the  difcovery  of  unknown  countries.  It  feems 
to  have  been  the  fcheme  of  the  famous  Sebaftian  Cabot,  who  was  chofen  governor  of  that 
company,  and  who  well  deferved  the  penfion  already  mentioned  to  have  been  fettlqd  on  him 
by  King  Edward  VI.  and  that  the  wars  of  Sweden  with  Ruflia  had  fo  far  obftrufted  the  Eng- 
li(h  traffic  with  Ruflia,  by  the  way  of  Narva,  that  the  Engli(h  were,  in  fome  degree,  obliged 
to  attempt  this  new  pa(rage  to  Ruflia  by  the  northern  ocean.  This  undertaking  was  fupported 
by  a  fubfcription  of  (ix  thoufand  pounds,  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty  (hares,  of  twenty- 
five  pounds  each  fhare.  With  thofe  fhips  went  letters  from  King  Edward  VI.  to  all  Kings, 
Princes,  &c.  for  their  proteftion.  It  was  intended  chiefly  as  a  (horter  and  eafier  pa(rage,  as 
they  imagined,  to  Cathay,  as  they  then  called  the  country  (ince  named  China.  Sir  Hugh 
Willoughby,  being  toflfed  up  and  down,  for  a  long  time,  as  far  as  fcventy-two  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  was  compelled,  by  the  fuddeh  approach  of  winter,  to  run  into  an  obfcure  harbour  in 
Ruflian  Lapland,  called  Arcina  Keca,  where  he,  and  the  crews  of  two  of  his  three  (hips, 
feventy  in  number,  were  frozen  to  death  ;  and  where  fome  Ruflian  fi(hermen,  in  the  fummer 
following,  found  him  fitting  in  his  cabin,  with  his  diary  and  other  papers  before  him  ;  it  be- 
ing the  cuftom  of  thofe  Laplanders  to  frequent  the  fea-coafts  in  fummer,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fiflicry ;  but  when  winter  approaches,  to  withdraw  into  the  calmer  inland  parts,  which  occa- 
fions  thofe  ftormy  (hores  to  be  defolate  in  winter.  Richard  Chancellor,  however,  in  the  third 
(hip,  accidentally  fell  into  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  or  White  Sea,  on  the  Ruflian  coaftrwhere 
no  European,  nor  any  other  (hip,  had  ever  been  feen  before.  Here  he  landed  at  the  abbey 
of  St.  Nicholas,  near  Archangel,  then  only  a  caftle,  determining  to  wait  on  the  Czar,  John  • 
Bazilowitz,  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  Livonian  war ;  which  war  having  greatly  interrupted  the 
Eaftland  trade,  that  Prince  was  the  more  inclinable,  by  Chancellor's  interpoiition,  to  grant 
the  Engli(h  confiderable  privileges  at  Archangel,  &c.  The  Ruflians,  before  thofe  times,  hav- 
ing no  fca-ports  nor  (hipping  on  the  Baltic  (hores,  their  rich  furs,  hempj  &c.  were  carried  to 
other  parts  of  Europe  from  the  ports  of  Livonia,  lately  poflcfl^ed  by  the  Teutonic  Knights  of 
St.  Mary  of  Jcrufatem.  Thus,  as  obfervcd  generally  in  our  Introduftion,  'although  we  failed 
in  our  principal  aim  of  arriving  at  China  by  this  fippofed  north-caft  pafl[age,  we  however 
made  an  ufcful  and  profitable  difcovery  of  a  trade  by  fea  to  Ruflia  ;  and  this  fame  difcovery, 
moreover,  pointed  out  alfo  to  the  Engli(h  the  way  to  the  whale-fi(hery  of  Spitzbergen,  foon 
after  put  in  pradice. 

Chancellor,  from  Archangel,  by  the  governor's  leave  and  afliftance,  travelled  on  fledges  to 
the  Czar,  at  Mofcow,  of  whom,  overjoyed  at  the  profpeft  of  opening  a  maritime  commerce 
with  Europe,  he  obtained  privileges  for  the  Englilh  merchants,  and  letters  to  King  Edward  VL, 
though  be  was  dead  before  that  time. 
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1553  We  muft  here  remark,  that  although  Ofthcr  had,  almoft  fevcn  hundred  years  before,  as  wc 
have  fhewn,  juftly  and  clearly  delineated  to  the  great  King  Alfred,  the  coafts,  windings,  &c. 
of  Norway,  yet,  through  the  negligence  and  ignorance  of  fuccecding  times,  thofe  coafts  were 
now  become  fo  little  known,  that  the  famous  Sebaftian  Munfter's  Geographia  Vetus  et  Nova, 
printed  in  folio  at  Bafil,  in  the  year  1540,  in  a  map  of  the  moft  northern  parts  of  Europe, 
joins^he  country  of  Greenland,  commonly  called  Old  Greenland,  now  generally  believed  to 
be  a  part  of  the  great  continent  of  North  America,  to  the  north  part  of  Norway  Lapland, 
thereby  making  the  great  northern  ocean  to  be  merely  a  great  bay,  entirely  ftiut  in  by  thofe 
two  countries.  Poffibly,  however,  the  Norwegians  themfclves  might,  before  then,  have  fome 
knowledge  from  the  Laplanders,  that  the  fea  was  really  open  that  way  eaftward,  and  fouth- 
eaftward,  after  doubling  the  now  famous  North  Cape,  at  the  ifle  of  Wardhoufc.  This  igno- 
rance, however,  of  fo  eminent  an  author  as  Munfter,  plainly  fhews,  that  thofe  far  northern  fhores 
were  then  utterly  unknown,  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  cxaftnefs,  to  the  middle  and  fouth  parts 
of  Europe;  though  pofTibly  the  Englilh  iliipping,  who.  traded  from  Hull,  Scarborough,  &c. 
to  Norway,  might,  long  before  this  time,  have  been  fometiraes  driven  fo  far  northwards,  as 
to  have  gained  a  clearer  knowledge  of  thofe  ftormy  coafts.  But,  as  already  obferved,  tlic 
grand  incitement  to  this  prefent  voyage  was,  without  doubt,  the  hope  of  a  padage  that  way  to 
Cathay,  or  China,  and  India,  in  emulation  of  the  Portugucfe,  who  now  brought  home  from 
/  India  great  riches  to  Lilbon,  round  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  which  padage  they  pretend- 
ed, in  thofe  early  times,  to  (hut  up  from  all  other  nations.  And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  if 
this  now  propofed  north  -eaft  paflage  could  have  been  prafticable  by  an  open  fca,  free  from  ice, 
it  would  certainly  have  been  a  much  ihorter  voyage  to  China  than,  that  by  the  only  way  ftill 
in  ufe  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

We  find  three  (hips  fram  Portfmouth  trading  for  gold  along  the  coaft  of  Guinea;  though 
but  one  of  thofe  fliips  returned  home  fafe  from  this  adventure.  In  fome  following  years,  we 
find  hy  Hakluyt,  &c.  that  the  Englifh  made  voyages  to  Guinea,  and  brought  home  from 
thence  confiderable  quantities  of  gold  and  elephants  teeth:  yet,  till  the  negro  trade  became  ne- 
.ccflary  for  the  Weft  India  colonies,  how  unjuftifiable  foever  it  may  be  deemed  by  many  in 
a  moral  fenfe,  it  is  fcarccly  probable  that  any  confiderable  trade  to  the  Guinea  coaft  could  have 
been  long  carried  on  to  much  advantage,  in  a  country  producing  fo  few  articles  of  commerce, 
.and  being  able  to  take  off  fo  little  of  the  produce  of  other  nations. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Chronicon  Pretiofum  makes  the  prices  of  wheat  to  be  eight  fhillings 
|)er  quarter,  and  malt  five  fhillings. 

And  by  a  ftatute  of  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and  Mary,  cap,  5.  it  was  enafted,  "  That 
**  when  the  common  price  of  wheat  (hall  not  exceed  fix  fhillings  and  eightpence  per  quarter, 
**  rye  four  fhillings,  and  barley  three  fhillings  per  quarter,  then  thefe  three  kinds  of  corn  may 
-*'  be  exported  any  where  but  to  the  King  and  Queen's  enemies."  This  fhews  that  thefe 
prices  were  then  eftecmed  low,  or  at  leaft  moderate.  Now,  as  the  price  of  corn  is  by  far  the 
beft  rule,  of  any  one  neceflary  whatever,  to  judge  of  the  dearnefs  or  cheapnefs  of  living,  wc 
niay  here  conclude,  that  living  was  ftill  about  or  near  five  ^imes  cheaper  than  in  our  days. 

Wine,  according  to  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  alfo  five  pounds  per  ton ;  a  quart  of 
Malmfey  fivepence ;  and  of  red  wine  threepence :  and  as  the  purity  and  weight  of  the  filver 
coins  was  now  the  very  fame  as  in  our  days,  we  may  conclude,  all  thefe  prices  being  duly  con- 
iidcred,  that  the  rate  of  living  was  now  ftill  near  about  five  times  as  cheap  as  in  thefe  times. 

In 
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1554  In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  364,  of  the  Foedera,  **  The  ambadadors  of  the  free  cities  of  the 
"  Hanfeatic  League  having  applied  to  Queen  Mary  of  England,"  (who,  as  we  have  feen,  had 
on  her  marriage  with  the  Emperor's  fon,  fafpended  the  abrogation  of  their  privileges  for  three 
years)  •*  in  behalf  of  the  German  merchants  refiding  in  the  Steel-yard  at  London,  complain- 
*'  ing,  that  by  an  aft  of  the  firft  year  of  her  reign,  touching  the  payment  of  certain  cuftoms 
"  or  fublidies,  called  tonnage  and  poundage,  the  faid  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard  be  otlicr- 
**  wife  burthened  than  heretofore  ;  contrary  to  the  effeft  of  fuch  charters  and  privileges  as  by 
**  fundry  of  her  predeccflbrs.  Kings  of  England,  have  heretofore  been  granted  to  thpm.  And 
"  the  Queen  being  informed  that  the  faid  declaration  or  complaint  contains  truth,  and  (he 
*'  being  alfo  defirous  to  obfervc  and  continue  in  equitable  and  reafonable  fort  the  ancient  ami- 
**  ty  and  intercourfe  which  hath  been  betwixt  her,  her  realms  and  dominions,  and  the  faid  free 
**  cities  of  the  Hans-league,  commands  her  treafurcrs  and  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  her  cuf- 
^'  tomers,  comptrollers,  fearchers,  &c.  in  London,  and  other  ports,  freely  to  permit  the  faid 
**  merchants  of  tlic  Steel-yard  to  import  and  export  all  merchandize  not  prohibited,  without 
**  requiring  any  greater  fubfidy  or  cuftom  than  in  the  time  of  her  father  or  brother." 

**  The  Queen  alfo  grants  them  a  licence  to  export  woollen  cloths  made  in  England  of  the 
**  value  of  fix  pounds  fterling,  or  under,  xmrowed,  unbarbed,  and  unfhorn ;  witliout  any 
**  penalty  or  forfeiture  on  account  of  certain  ftatutes  of  the  twenty-fcventh  and  thirty-third 
"  years  of  King  Henry  VIIL"  (prohibiting  the  faid  exportation)  '*  the  faid  merchants  of  the 
**  Steel-yard  now  reprefenting  to  the  Queen,  that  the  prefent  price  of  cloths  Is  fo  exceedingly 
*'  enhanced,  that  they  can  fend  over  none  at  all,  without  incurring  the  penalties  of  thofe 
**  afts.*' 

Notwithftanding  all  which,  Wheeler,  in  his  Treatife  of  Commprce,  printed  in  the  year 
1601,  affirms,  p.  100,  that  Queen  Mary  afterwards  revoked  thefe  privileges;  **  for  that  the 
"  Hanfeatics  had  broken  promifes  with  her,  in  continuing  an  unlawful  trade  in  the  Low 
**  Countries,  whereby  (he  loft,  in  eleven  months,  in  her  cuftoms,  more  than  nine  thoufand 
^*  three  hundred  and  fixty  pounds,  befides  great  damage  to  her  fubjefts  in  their  trade."  Yet, 
although  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  anfwcrs  to  the  Hanfeatics,  it  feems  probable  that  this  account 
of  Wheeler  is  a  true  one,  it  does  not,  however,  appear  to  be  fo  by  any  thing  in  the  Foedera, 
nor  in  the  ftatutc-book. 

In  this  fame  year,  we  find  that  twenty  marks  was  a  fufficlent  maintenance  for  a  fingle  gen- 
tleman, even  after  fo  much  treafure  had  been  poured  into  Europe  from  the  mines  of  Spanifh 
America.  It  is  Qneen  Mary  of  England's  "  Grant,"  in  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  368,  of  the 
Foedera,  **  to  Thomas  Huflc,  gentleman,  of  twenty  marks,"  or  thirteen  pounds  fix  fhillings 
and  cightpence,  "  per  annum,  for  his  competent  exhibition  and  fupport  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
**  temporal  laws  of  our  kingdom  of  England." — A  further  proof  that  the  neceflaries  of  life 
were  then  about  five  times  cheaper  than  in  our  days. 

By  an  Englifh  record,  in  vol.  xv.  p.  371,  of  the  Foedera,  we  learn,  •*  That  the  famous 
*•  Thomas,"  afterwards  Sir  Thomas,  "  Grelham,'  the  moft  eminent  merchant  of  thofe  times, 
**  had  been  much  employed  by  King  Edward  VI.  as  well  as  by  Queen  Mary,  in  tranfafting 
*?  their  bills  of  exchange  at  Antwerp,  and  for  purchafing  of  ammunition,  artillery,  &c.  for 
**  their  ufe  ;  for  which  fervices,  his  daily  allowance  was  twenty  (hillings  fterling.  And  Queen 
-*'  Mary,  in  this  fame  year,  appoints  certain  commiffioners  to  audit  and  pafs  his  accounts,  and 
^*  to  adjuft  the  balance  thereof." 
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t554  Sir  Thomas  Grefham's  good  and  prudent  conduft  in  the  difcharge  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth's  debts  to  the  Antwerpers,  is  much  commended,  by  reafon  of  his  wifely  condufting  the 
exchange  between  London  and  Antwerp,  fo  as  to  favc  that  Prince  a  confideraWe  fum  of  mo- 
ney, by  his  proper  regulations  of  it. 

In  the  fame  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and  Mary,  already  mentioned,  cap.  7.  a  ftatute  was 
made  **  to  prohibit  linen  drapers,  woollen-drapers,  haberdafhers,  grocers,  and  mcrceis,  not 
free  of  any  city,  burgh,  or  corporation  town,  and  living  in  the  open  country,  out  of  the 
faid  cities  and  towns,  from  vending  their  wares  by  retail  in  the  faid  cities  and  towns,  ex- 
**  cepting  in  open  fairs,  and  by  wholefale.'*  The  plaufible  pretence  for  this  reftriftion  is,  in 
tlic  preamble  of  this  ftatute,  much  the  farhe  as  in  other  monopolizing  ones,  viz.  for  enabling 
thofe  cities  and  towns  corporate  to  employ  their  people,  to  pay  their  fee-farms  and  taxes,  and 
to  prevent  their  utter  decay,  &c. 

The  following  fumptuary  law  was  made  for  reftraining  the  extravagance  and  vanity  of  the 
Ibwer  claifes  of  the  people  and  fcrvants  in  England,  and  alfo  for  encouraging  our  own  wool- 
len, &c.  manufaftures,  viz.  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and  Mary,  cap.  2.  "  Whofoever 
**  fhall  wear  filk  in  or  upon  his  hat,  bonnet,  girdle,  fcabbard,  hofe,  fhoes,  or  fpur-leather, 
**  (hall  be  imprifofted  for  t^ree  months,  and  forfeit  ten  pounds,  excepting  magiftrates  of  cor- 
porations, and  perfons  of  higher  rank.  And  if  any  perfon  knowing  his  fervant  to  offend 
againft  this  law,  do  not  put  him  forth  of  his  fcrvicc  within  fourteen  days,  or  fliall  retain 
•*  him  again,  he  fhsdl  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds."  This  ftatute  was  repealed  in  the  firft  year 
of  King  James  I.  cap.  25.  fuch  fumptuary  or  reftriSive  ftatutes  being  generally  found  to  be 
cramps  upon  induftry,  and  deftruflive  of  the  freedom  of  commerce. 

By  the  encouragement  of  King  Edward  VL  and  others,  the  firft  voyage  of  difcovcrics  north- 
ward, was  made,  as  we  have  feen,  in  that  Prince's  laft  year  of  his  life,  and  a  beginning  made 
fbr  a  trade  to  Ruffia;  but  that  excellent  young  Monarch  dying  before  he  bad  executed  a  very 
ample  charter  to  thofe  adventurers,  it  was  in  the  faid  firft  and  fecond  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,, 
(the  fixth  of  February)  that  the  firft  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  to  tlic  Ruffia  com* 
pany,  as  it  has  fince  been  ufually  called,  but  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  The  Merchant- 
Adventurers  for  the  Difcovery  of  Lands,  Countries,  Ifles,  ?cc.  not  before  known  or  frequent- 
ed by  any  Englifti.     The  preamble  to  this  charter,  and  the  fobftance  of  the  whole  it  ftt  forth 
is,  "  That  the  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  then  Lord  High  Treafurer  :    the  Earl  of  Arundel, 
*•  Lord  Steward  of  the  Queen's  houfhold;  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  Lord  Privy  Seal:  the  Earl  of 
"  Pembroke ;    the  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  &c.  had  already 
•*  fitted  out  fliips  for  difcoveries  northward,  north-eaftward,  and  north- weft  ward,  not  as  yet  . 
**  frequented  by  any  other  Cliriftian  monarchs  in  friendfhip  with  us.     To  have  one  governor^ - 
**  (the  firft  to  be  Sebaftian  Cabot,  during  his  life)  and  twenty-eight  of  the  moft  fad,"  (that 
is,  fedate)  '*  difcrcct,  and  honeft  of  the  faid  fellowfliips,  four  of  whom  to  be  called  confuls,, 
"  and  the  other  twenty-four  to  be  called  affiftants :   the  governor  and  two  confuls,  or  three 
**  confuls  in  the  governor's  abfimce,  and  twelve  affiftants,  to  be  the  quorum  of  a  court.    This 
•*  corporation  might  purchafe  lands  to  the  yearly  value  of  fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen  fhillings 
**  and  fourpence,  to  have  perpetual  f\icceffion  ;  a  common  feal ;  may  plead  and  be  impleaded  ;. 
^  may  impofe  mulfls,  forfeitures,  &c.  on  offenders  againft  the  company's  privileges,  and  may 
•*  admit  pcrfons  from  time  to  time  to  be  free  of  the  company  : — May  make  conquefts  of  lands 
**  of  infidels  fo  to  bedifcovered  by  them.     And  whereas  one  of  the  faid  (hips  (/.  e.  Chancel- 
^  lor's)  fct  forth  laft  year,  I553>  arrived fafe  and  wintered  in  the  dominions  of  our  coufin 
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1554  "  and  brotbsr  Lord  John  Bafilowitz,  Emperor  of  all  Rtiljia,  who  entertained  them  honour- 
•f  ably,  &c.  and  granted  them  letters  to  us,  with  licence  freely  to  tralBSc  in  his  country,  with 
other  privileges  under  his  fignet.  Wherefore  we  grant  this  corporation  liberty  to  refort 
not  only  to  all  parts  of  that  Emperor's  dominions,  but  to  all  other  p;irts  not  known  to  our 
fubjefts.  None  of  whom  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  free  of,  or  licenced  by  this  company,  fhall 
frequent  the  parts  aforefaid,  under  forfeiture  of  fliips  aiKl  merchandize;  one  lialf  to  tlic 
**  crown,  and  one  half  to  the  company." 

It  fcems  the  Brillol  merchants  had  engaged  in  the  Ruffia  trade,  foon  after  its  difcovcry,  be- 
ing encouraged  therein  by  Sir  Sebaftian  Cabot. 

The  Czar  of  Ruffia,  John  Bafilowitz,  made  a  very  confiderablc  acquisition  of  territory  by 
his  conqucft  of  the  country  called  Nagaian  Tartary,  more  efpecially  of  the  city  and  kingdom 
of  Aftracan  ;  whereby  he  became  mailer  of  all  the  country  on  both  fides  the  vaft  river  Volga^ 
down  to  its  falling  into  the  Cafpian  fea :  a  communication  was  alfo  thereby  opened  from  Ruf- 
fia into  that  fea,  and  from  thence  crofs  it  into  Perfia,  whither  they  have  fincc  carried  on  axon- 
fiderable  commerce,  and  made  fome  conquefts  therein. 

The  faid  John  Bafilowitz  had,  tliree  years  before,  fubdued  the  Tartars  of  Cafan,  to  whom 
the  Dukes  of  Ruffia  had  themfelves  but  lately  been  tributary  :  fo  great  an  increafe  of  dominioa 
did  this  fame  Czar  efFcft  in  a  few  years.  •  , 

J555  That  the  Hollanders  have  ever  been  particularly  addiftpd  to  maritime  coipmerce,  and  even 
long  before  their  revolt  from  Spain,  were  eminent  for  maritime  flcill  and  prowefs,  is  beyond 
controverfy.  Wc  have  one  inftance  of  it  in  the  year  1555,  when  twenty-two  Dutch  mer- 
ehant  fhips,  homeward-bound  from  Spain,  and  laden  w^itli  Indian  fpices,  6cc.  were  attacked 
by  nineteen  French  Ihips  of  war,  and  fix  fmaller  ones,  well  armed,  who  flopped  the  Hollan- 
ders (hips  with  hooks  and  chains,  fo  that  the  fhips  being  clofely  compared  together,  the  fight 
rcfembled  one  on  dry  land.  After  fix  hours  combat,  tlie  French  loft  one  thoufand  men,  and 
the  Dutch  but  three  hundred :  but  a  fire  happening  amongft  the  fliips,  which  confumcd  fix  on 
each  fide,  the  reft  on  both  fides  retired  in  confufion.  This  is  the  Dutch  account,  from  Mete* 
rani  Hiftoria  Bclgica,  lib  i.  p.  14,  printed  in  the  year  1597.  But  Thuanus,  lib.  26.  varies 
the  ftory  fomewhat  in  favour  of  his  countrymen  the  French,  who,  he  fays,  loft  but  four  hun- 
dred men,  and  the  Dutch  one  thoufand  ;  and  that  in  the  confufion  occafioned  by  the  fire, 
which  made  the  men  of  both  nations  run  from  Ihip  to  fhip,  it  happened  in  five  Dutch  fliips 
that  the  majority  were  French,  who  having  maftered  the  Dutch  in  them,  carried  thofe  five 
fliips  into  Dieppe,  from  whence  they  (the  French  fleet)  had  come ;  which  port,  adds  this 
great  author,  had  ever  been  a  principal  one  for  naval  exploits.  Thuanus,  in  effeft,  will  have 
the  viftory  to  be  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  yet  he  owns  it  was  a  lamentable  viaory,'and  great- 
ly to  their  King's  lofs.  Both  thofe  authors  admit  the  French  to  have  been  fuperior  in  number 
of  fliips,  men  and  artillery,  this  fleet  had  then  a  confiderablc  part  of  the  whole  naval  force  of 
France;  but  the  fliips  of  the  Hollanders  happened  to  be  larger  and  ftronger  than  thofe  of  the 
French. 

Much  the  fame  complaints,  in  relation  to  the  Englifli  woollen  manufaflurers,  as  have  been 
made  in  the  prefent  time,  were  made  above  two  hundred  years  ago,  as  appears  by  a  ftatute  of  the 
iecond  and  third  of  Philip  and  Mary,  cap.  11.  entitled.  Who  fliall  ufe  the  Trade  of  Weaving, 
viz.  **  That  whereas  the  rich  clothiers  do  opprefs  the  weavers,  fome  by  fetting  up  and  keeping 
^  in  their  houfes  divers  looms,  and  maintaining  them  by  journeymen  and  perfons  unflcilful ; 
«*  fome  by  engroffing  of  looms  into  their  hands,  and  letting  them  out  at  fuch  unreafonablc 
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1555  **  rents,  as  the  poor  artificers  arc  not  able  to  maintain  thcmfelvcs  by,  and  much  Icfs  their 
**  wives  and  families  ; — fome  again,  by  giving  much  lefs  wages  for  the  workraanfliip  of  cloths 
"  than  in  times  paft,  whereby  they  arc  forced  utterly  to  forfake  their  occupations,  &c. 
*'  Wherefore  it  is  hereby  enaded, 

•*  I.  That  no  clothier,  living  out  of  a  city,  borough,  or  market  towu,  Ihall  keep  above  one 
*'  loom  in  his  houfe,  nor  let  out  any  loom  for  hire. 

"  II.  That  no  woollen  weaver,  living  out  of  a  city,  burgh,  or  market  town,  fliall  keep 
**  more  than  two  looms,  nor  more  than  two  apprentices. 

*'  III.  No  weaver  (whilft  fuch)  fhall  have  a  tucking  mill,  nor  be  a  tucker,  fuller,  or  dyer. 

**  IV.  No  tucker  nor  fuller  (whilft  fuch)  fhall  keep  any  loom  in  his  houfe. 

•*  V.  No  perfon,  who  has  not  heretofore  been  a  clothmaker,  fhall  hereafter  make  or  weave 
"  any  kind  of  broad  white  woollen  cloths,  but  only  in  a  city,  burgh,  town  corporate,  or  mar- 
"  ket  town,  or  elfe  in  fuch  places  where  fuch  cloths  have  been  ufed  to  be  commonly  made  for 
*•  ten  years  preceding  this  aft."  This  claufc  was  probably  then  well  intended,  that  the 
fearchers  might.be  the  better  enabled  to  fee  to  the  goodnefs  of  this  manufafture. 

*•  VI.  No  perfon  fhall  fctup  as  a  weaver,  unlefs  he  has  previoufly  fcrved  an  apprcnticefhip 
•'  of  feven  years  to  that  bufincfs. 

•*  Laftly,  nothing  in  this  aft  is  to  extend  or  be  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
•*  ties  of  York,  Cumberland,  Northumberland,  and  Weftmoreland ;  but  they  may  keep 
*•  looms  in  their  houfes,  and  do  every  other  matter  relating  to  fpinning,  weaving,  and  cloth- 
•*  making  in  the  faid  counties,  as  before  the  making  of  this  ftatute." 

We  have  fcen  that,  under  the  year  1285,  the  firft  ftatute  made  in  England  for  widening  the 
roads  between  market  towns,  was  made  purely  for  the  prevention  of  robberies,  without  the 
leaft  hint  therein  of  the  benefit  to  arife  thereby  to  carriages  on  account  of  commerce,  of  which 
there  was  fo  little  at  that  period. 

From  that  time  we  meet  with  nothing  relating  to  this  fubjeft  (except  the  paving  of  the 
fuburbs  about  London,  &c.)  till  King  Henry  Eighth's  reign,  in  which  there  arc  four  ftatutes» 
viz.  two  for  the  altering  or  removing  of  certain  roads,  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  years, 
cap.  vi.  in  the  Weald  of  Kent,  and  the  twcnty-fixth  year,  cap.  vii.  in  the  deep  ways  of  Suflex ; 
both  which  have  been  already  taken  notice  of  under  the  year  1524-  A  third  for  mending  a 
lane  near  the  city  of  Chefter ;  and  the  fourth  for  the  repair  of  bridges,  and  of  highways  at  the 
end  of  bridges  j  neither  of  which  two  did  we  judge  worth  our  animadverfion.  But  commerce 
beginning  to  increafe  confiderably  in  the  reign  of  his  daughter  Mary,  whereby  the  old  roads 
became  much  more  frequented  by  heavy  carriages,  an  aft  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  in  the  year  1555,  cap.  viii.  takes  notice,  "  That  the  highways  were  then  very 
••  ftoifome  and  tedious  to  travel  in,  and  dangerous  to  all  paflengers  and  carriages ;  wherefore 
"  it  was  now  cnafted,"  and  is  ftill  in  force,  "  that  every  parifh  fhould  annually  eleft  two 
•«  furveyors  of  the  highways,  to  fee  that  the  parifhioners  according  to  their  lands,  abilities, 
*•  farms,  &c.  fend  their  carts,  horfes,  men,  tools,  &c.  four  days  in  every  year  for  mending 
**  the  roads/' — So  that  this  is  properly  the  firft  general  ftatute  made  for  mending  the  roads, 
extending  to  all  England  and  Wales,  by  the  labour  and  cxpence  of  each  refpeftive  parifh 
alone  ;  and  on  that  bottom  alone  wc  find,  in  all,  fix  ftatutcs  relating  to  this  fubjeft  in  Queen 
Mary's  reign,  and  about  nineteen  in  Queen  EUzabeth's  reign,  and  one  in  King  James  Firft's 
reign  ;  after  which  there  were  none  of  this  fort,  till  King  Charles  Second's  reftoration.  Thefe 
parochial  means,  for  keeping  the  roads  in  repair,  were  found,  in  moft  cafes,  tolerably  efFec* 

tual. 
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1555  tual,  until  after  the  ^eftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  when  the  vaft  incrcafe  of  the  nation  s 
commerce  and  manufaftures,  and  of  the  capital  city  of  London,  with  the  concomitant  in- 
creafe  of  luxury,  brought  in  fuch  numbers  of  heavy  wheel  carriages  on  our  roads,  as  rendered 
it  by  degrees  imprafticable,  in  raoft  cafes,  for  parifties  entirely  to  keep  their  own  part  of  the 
loads  in  a  tolerable  condition,  more  efpecially  in  the  counties  lying  nearer  London,  and  in 
manufafturing  counties.  This  has  introduced  the  more  equitable  and  efFeftual  method  of 
tolls,  payable  at  numberlefs  toll-gates,  (called  turnpikes)  by  the  identical  wearers  out  of  thofe 
roads  alone  :  and  many  fubfequent  local  ftatutes  have  been  made  for  thofe  ends ;  and  alfo  fe- 
deral general  ones  for  limiting  the  weight  of  waggon  loads,  the  breadth  of  wheel  rims,  called 
fellies,  the  number  of  horfes,  &c.  And  tlius  much  we  thought  fufficient  to  ferve  for  a  fum- 
BMiry  hiftory  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  roads  of  England,  fo  as  not  to  have  much  occafion  to 
name  tlicm  any  more  in  this  work. 

What  wc  have  here  faid  concerning  a  fummary  hiftory  of  the  keeping  of  the  roads  or  high- 
ways of  England  in  repair,  may  alfo  be  partly  applied  to  the  fubjeft  of  deepening  of  rivers, 
and  meliorating  of  havens  or  harbours  on  the  fea  coafts.  With  refpeft  to  the  former,  we 
have  fcen,  that  the  firft  inftance  thereof  in  the  ftatute  book,  is  that  of  the  third  of  King  Henry 
VI.  cap.  v.  for  deepening  the  river  Lea  from  the  town  of  Ware  to  London,  in  the  year  1424 ; 
and  that  in  his  ninth  year,  cap.  ix.  for  the  fame  end.  After  which,  we  find  none,  either  for 
rivers  or  for  havens,  till  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  who  repaired  and  fortified  feveral 
harbours.  For  that  of  the  fourth  of  King  Henry  VII.  for  preferving  the  river  Thames,  re- 
lates merely  to  the  filhing  therein  ;  and  that  of  the  eleventh  of  the  fame  King,  for  removing 
wears  and- engines  from  Southampton  harbour,  was  for  the  fame  end.  But  we  find  no  more 
ftatutes  of  either  kind  till  Queen  Elizabetli's  reign  ;  fomc  of  which,  as  alfo  fome  fubfequent 
ones,  we  may,  perhaps,  think  it  neceflary  to  take  a  more  particular  notice  of,  in  their  refpec- 
tive  places  ;  as  alfo  for  bridges  over  rivers. 

It  muft  needs  be  a  moft  afFefting  confidcration,  to  read  what  a  Bifliop  of  Chiapa  in  Mexico 
relates  fif  ftriftly  true)  concerning  the  inexpreflible  cruel  deHruAion  of  the  native  Indians  of 
America  by  the  Spaniards  In  that  humane  prelate's  account  of  their  firft  voyage  to,  and  dif- 
coveries  in  the.  new  world,  which  country,  he  aflerts,  was  granted  to  Spain  by  the  Papal  See, 
upon  the  exprefs  condition  alone,  of  their  inftrufting  the  native  Indians  in  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion; whereas,  infteadof  converting  their  minds  to  the  faith,  they,  by  unparalleled  cruelty, 
firft  tortured  and  then  butchered  their  bodies,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  obliging  them  to  dif- 
cover  their  treafures ;  fo  that  in  the  early  times  only  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  the  Spa- 
niards had  butchered  upwards  of  forty  millions  of  thofe  poor  Indians  ! 

The  goldfmiths  of  Scotland  having  fo  far  dcbafed  their  filver  plate,  as  to  be  no  more  tlian 
fix  or  feven  penny  fine,^  an  aft  of  the  Scots  Parliament,  in  this  year  1555,  fixed  the  ftandard 
of  that  nation's  filver  plate  at  eleven  penny  fine,  and  their  gold  plate  at  twenty-two  carrats 
fine,  both  upon  pain  of  death.  By  eleven  penny  fine  here,,  muft  be  underftood  eleven  ounces 
fine  to  a  pound  troy,  and  not  eleven  penny  weights  to  an  ounce ;  fince  the  other  fuppofition 
muft  not  only  leave  their  filver  plate  very  bafe,  but  it  would  alfo  be  greatly  difproportianed  to 
the  above-named  finenefs  of  their  gold  plate. 

Under  this  year,  John  Bodin  of  Angers,  the  famous  civilian  and  hiftorian,  makes  the 
number  of  fouls  in  the  city  of  Venice  to  amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty,  which  is  about  ten  thoufand  more  than  they  are  at  this  time  by  maay 
reckoned  to  contain.     If  Bodin's  account  be  true,  the  decreafe  is  not  improbably  owing  to  the 

great 
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1555  great  decay  of  that  city*s  commerce,  fincc  the  Portugucfe,  by  their  difcovery  of  a  way  by  fe:^ 

to  India,  have  deprived  Venice  of  the  vaft  advantage  of  fyipplying  moil  part  of  Europe  with 

the  merchandize  of  the  Eaft. 

In  this  year,  the  RulRa  Company  fent  out  their  fecond  adventure  to  that  country,  with  their 

•  agents  and  faftors  jalfo  letters  from  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary  to  tlic  Czar,  John  Bafilowitz. 

They,  in  two  (hips,  failed  up  the  river  Dwina  to  Vologda,  and  from  thence  Mr.  Cbancelor 

and  his  attendants  travelled  in  fledges  to  Mofcow,  where  they  were  entertained  at  the  Czar's 

.  cxpence,  who  now  granted  them  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever  the  following  privileges,  viz. 

**  I,  Freedom  to  refort,  at  all  times,  with  their  fhips,  merchandize,  fervants,  &cc.  into  any 
"  part  of  his  dominions,  without  any  fafe  conduft  or  licence  being  required  of  them. 

•'  II.  Neither  their  perfons  nor  goods  fliall  be  arretted,  but  only  for  their  proper  and  per-i 
**  fonal  debts,  &c. 

*'  III.  Power  is  given  them  to  chufe  their  own  brokers,  fkippcrs,  packers,  weighers,  mea- 
<^  furers,  waggoners,  &c.  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  them,  and  to  punifh  them  for  mifde- 
'**  meanors. 

^  *•  IV.  The  chief  faflor,  recommended  by  the  Company  to  the  Czar,  to  have  full  power  to 
•'  govern  all  the  Englifli  in  his  dominions,  and  to  adminifter  juftice  between  them  in  all 
**  caufes,  quarrels,  &c.  and  to  make  fuch  a£ts  and  ordinances,  with  his  affiftants,  as  he  fhall 
*<  think  meet,  for  the  good  government  of  the  merchants,  and  all  other  Englifh  there,  and  to 
*•  fine  and  imprifon  them. 

'*•  V.  The  Czar's  officers  and  minifters  Ihall  aid  and  affift  the  faid  faftors  againft  the  re- 
•**  bellious  Englifh,  and  lend  them  prifons  and  inftruments  of  puniihment,  &c. 

•*  VI.  Juliice  fhall  be  duly  adminiftered  in  any  complaints  of  the  Englifh  againft  RufEans, 
'"  and  the  Englifh  fhall  be  firft  heard,  and  may,  in  cafe  of  abfence,  appoint  an  attorney. 

"  VII.  In  cafe  any  Englifh  be  wounded  or  killed,  due  punifhment  fhall  be  inflifted;  and 
-**  in  cafe  the  Englifh  fhall  wound  or  kill  any,  neither  tlicir  nor  the  Company's  goods  fhall  be 
**  £orfeited  on  that  account. 

VIII.  The  Englifh,  arretted  for  debt,  fhall  not  be  imprifoned  if  they  can  give  bail. 

IX.  If  Englifh  fhips  fhall  be  robbed  or  damaged  in  or  near  RufEa  by  pirates,  &c.  the 
•**  Czar  \^ill  do  his  utmoft  to  procure  fatisfadiion. 

.  **  X.  The  Czar  promifes,  for  him  and  his  fuccefTors,  to  perform,  maintain,  and  obferve 
•**  all  the  aforefaid  privileges,  &c.  and  for  that  purpofe  has  put  his  fignet  thereto.'* 

**  Anotlier  ineffeftual  law  was  made  in  this  year,  the  fecond  and  third  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
**  cap.  v.  for  confirming  former  inefFcftual  ones  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  King  Edward  VI. 
•"  whereby  the  former  method  was  confirmed,  of  gathering  weekly  relief  for  the  aged  and  im- 
potent poor  of  every  parifh,  by  the  charitable  devotion  of  the  inhabitants,  &c.  and  that  a 
poor  man,  licenfed  to  beg,  fhall  wear  a  badge  on  his  breaft  and  back  openly." 
In  p.  447  and  454  of  the  third  volume  of  Hakluyt's  voyages,  we  find,  tliat  one  Thomfon, 
an  Englifhman,  who  had  now  failed  from  Cadiz  to  New  Spain,  found  at  the  Canaries,  the 
faftors  of  fome  London  merchants  already  fettled  there. 
*55^  He  relates,'  that  when  he  was  at  Mexico,  in  the  year  1556,  there  were  not  above  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  families  of  Spaniards  in  that  great  city ;  but  that  in  the  fuburbs  there  were 
computed  to  be  at  leaft  three  hundred  thoufand  Indian  inhabitants. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  433,  of  the  Fcedcra,  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary  of  England 
.jprant  unto  Nicholas  Lyfarde,  their  ferjeant-painter,  for  the  good  fer vices  he  had  done  to 

them. 
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1556  them,  and  to  King  Henry  VIII.  and  King  Edward  VI.  the  faid  office  for  his  life,  with  a 
falary  often  pounds  per  annum,  worth  about  fifty  pounds  of  our  money,  in  point  of  expcnce 
of  living. 

Captain  Stephen  Burrough,  in  the  Ruflia  Company's  fcrvice,  fails  northward  towards  Nova 
Zembla,  in  order  to  difcover  the  great  river  Oby,  in  the  Tartarian  Sea ;  but  he  was  unable  to 
pafs  the  Streights  of  Waigats,  becaufc  of  the  huge  quantity  of  ice,  and  therefore  returned  un- 
fuccefsful. 

The  Ruflia  Company  fend  two  fhips  thither,  who  returned  the  fame  year  with  the  two  (hips 
which  had  been  frozen  up  in  Lapland,  in  1553,  in  one  of  which  was  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby*s 
body.  They  alfo  brought  over  an  ambaflador  from  Ruflia  to  Queen  Mary ;  but  he  being 
Ihipwreckcd  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  loft  almoft  all  the  fine  prefcnts  he  had  brought  for  the 
King  and  Queen.  Yet,  being  on  his  return,  he  received  fevcral  rich  prefents  for  the  Czar, 
and  alfo  for  himfelf. 

The  city  and  country  of  Sienna  having  been  reduced  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  to  the 
fubjeftion  of  Spain  ;  and  tiiat  Emperor  having,  in  this  year,  refigned  both  the  empire  and 
Spain ;  and  the  latter  crown  devolving  to  his  fon  Philip  II.  '*  this  Prince,"  fays  Keyiler's 
Travels,  vol.  I.  p.  495,  Englifli  tranflation,  *'  for  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  a  promife  that 
"  they  (hould  not  take  part  with  the  French,  ceded  the  country  of  Sienna  to  Cofmo  I. 
,  •*  Duke  of  Florence  :  however,  he  (Philip)  prcferved  to  himfelf  certain  maritime  towns,  as 
**  Piombino,  Orbitello,  Telamone,  Porto-Ercole,  Porto  St.  Stephano,  and  Portolongone, . 
^    **  together  with  the  ifle  of  Elba,  all  together  making  what  is  called,  at  this  day,  the  Stato  degli 
•*  Pr(fidU\  fo  called  from  the  Spaniards  keeping  garrifons  in  thofe  towns." 
1^557       The  Ruflia  Company  fend  four  fliips  thither,  (called  their  fourth  voyage)  of  which  we 
have  nothing  memorable,  unlefs  we  may  reckon  their  carrying  home  the  Czar's  ambaflador,.. 
and  with  him  Mr.  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  who,  the  next  year,  made  very  ufeful  difcoveries  to- 
wards Perfia,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company's  commerce, 

**  It  was  in  this  year,"  according  to  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,, 
in  the  year  1683,  part.  iii.  p.  94,  *'  that  glaflis  were  firft  begun  to  be  made  in  England.  The 
•*  finer  fort  was  made  in  the  place  called  Crutched  Fryers,  in  London.  The  fine  flint  glafs,'*  * 
fays  our  author,  **  little  inferior  to  that  of  Venice,  was  firft  made  in  the  Savoy-houfe  in  the  • 
**  Strand,  London;  but  the  firft  glafs  plates,  for  looking  glaflcs  and  coach  windows,  were: 
•*  made  about  the  year  1673,  at  Lambeth,  by  the  encouragement  of  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
*'  ingham."  Had  this  author  lived  to  our  day,  he  would  have  faid  we  out  did  the  world . 
in  almoft  every  branch  of  this  beautiful  manufafture. 

Bifliop  Fleetwood,  in  his  Chronicon  Preciofum,  from  Stowe,  relates,  that,  in  this  year, 
iwhcat,  before  harveft,  was  two  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence,  pea$  two  pounds 
fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence,  malt  two  pounds  four  fliillings,  beans  and  rye  two  pounds  per 
quarter;  but  wheat  fell,  after  harveft,  fo  low  as  eight  Ihillings,  and  the  next  year  the  fame; 
rye  eight  fliillings,  a  good  flieep  two  fliillings  and  ten-pence.  But  it  is  to  be  once  more  ob- 
ferved,  that  our  filver  coins  were,  by  this  time,  of  the  fame  weight  as  at  prefent. 
1558  After  England  had  held  the  town  and  port  of  Calais,  with  its  dependent  garrifons  of 
Guifnes  and  Hamme,  for  two  hundred  and  eleven  years,  the  only  part  of  the  continent  of 
France  now  held  by  England,  during  which  time  it  was  not  only  a  door  always  open  for  the 
invafion  of  France,  over  which,  for  tliat  reafon,  England  had  no  fmall  influence,  but,  which 
is  more. to. our  purpofe,  was  extremely  well  fituated  for  a  ftaple  port  to  difperfe,  in  more  early 

times. 
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1558  times,  the  wool,  lead,  and  tin,  and,  in  later  times,  the  woollen  manufaAures  of  England 
into  the  inland  countries  of  the  Netherlands,  France,  and  Geimany ;  the  lofs  of  this  mod 
important  place,  in  the  year  1558,  to  the  French,  moft  fhamefully  and  negligently,  and  in 
the  midft  of  winter,  was  undoubtedly  a  confiderable  prejudice  to  the  -commerce,  and  not  a 
little  to  the  honour  and  ittfluence  of  England.  Thefe  conliderations  fo  afFefted  Queen  Mary, 
that  Ihe  faid,  if,  when  after  her  death,  Ihc  fliould  be  opened,  Calais  would  be  found  at  her 
heart.  Hereupon,  the  {laple  for  wool,  &c.  was  removed  to  Bruges,  to  tlie  great  benefit  of 
that  city,  which,  in  other  refpeds,  had,  for  fome  time,  very  much  declined  from  it&  an<- 
cient  opulence  and  grandeur. 

The  Ruffians  having,  in  this  year,  maftercd  Narva  in  Livonia,  and  thereby  gained  an 
opening  into  the  Baltic  Sea,  they  thereupon  erefled  it  into  an  emporium  or  ftaple  port  for  the 
trade  of  Ruffia  with  nioft  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  Hanfeatic  merchants  hereupon  removed 
their  comptoir  from  Revel,  where  it  had  been  fixed,  fince  the  Mufcovites  had  barbaroufly  driven 
them  from  Novogrod.  Thuanus,  Jib.  li.  only  obfcrvcs,  that  the  Ruffians  removed  the  ftaple 
to  Narva,  which,  as  far  as  related  to  their  own  trade,  was,  in  a  great  meafurc,  in  their  own 
power  to  do  :  yet  the  great  mafter  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  of  Livonia,  (for  Uiere  was  ftill 
fuch  a  title  in  Livonia,  though  he  of  Pruffia  was  long  fince  fecularized)  and  alfo  the  Arch- 
•bifhop  of  Riga,  made  grievous  complaints  to  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  of  the  great  injury  done 
to  the  empire,  fays  Thuanus,  under  the  year  1572,  (for  Livonia,  as  well  as  Pruffia,  was,  even 
fo  lately  as  that  time,  deemed  a  fief  of  the  German  empire)  by  drawing  the  trade  from  Revel  to 
Narva;  for,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Englifh,  Dutch,  and  French  merchants  removed  alfo  from 
Revel  to  Narva.  Werdenhagcn  affigns  two  other  reafons  for  the  removal  of  ^the  Hanfeatics 
from  Revel  to  Narva,  viz. 

I.  The  fclfifhnefs  of  the  Revelians,  who  fain  would  have  monopolized  the  entire  commerce 
to  their  own  citizens  alone. 

IL  Their  other  motive  for  removing  to  Narva,  wa^  chiefly  with  a  view  to  be  nearer  to 
Novogrod,  their  anciently  beloved  refidcnce,  where  they  much  longed  to  fettle  again,  and 
whither,  it  feems,  they  fent  envoys,  in  the  year  1603,  for  that  end,  and  where,  in  1620,  the 
Czar  Demetrius  gave  them  leave  to  ereft  a  houfe  for  their  commerce ;  though,  by  reafon  of 
the  great  declenfion  of  the  general  commerce  of  tlie  Hanfeatics,  little  good  came  of  it.  This 
removal  of  the  ftaple  to  Narva  was  the  handle  which  Eric  XIV.  King  of  Sweden,  foon  after 
made  ufe  of,  violently  to  feize  on  the  (hips  of  Lubeck  returning  from  Narva,  fays  our  Han- 
featic hiftorian,  and  to  carry  them  to  Revel  and  Stockholm,  which  produced  a  war,  that  lafted 
eight  years,  between  the  Hans-towns  and  Sweden,  to  which  a  period  was  put  by  a  treaty  at 
Stetin,  in  the  year  157 1.  Yet  the  Hans-league  was  ftill  confiderable  enough,  for  the  Empe- 
ror Ferdinand  to  recommend  to  them,  in  this  very  year,  the  quieting  of  Livonia,  then  greatly 
agitated. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that,  under  the  year  1553,  the  comptoir  of  the  Hans-towns  at 
Bergen  in  Norway  began,  about  that  time,  to  be  deferted,  chiefly  owing,  fays  the  Hanfeatic 
writers,  to  the  arbitrary  and  extravagant  incrcafc  of  the  toll  in  the  Sound  by  Chriflian  HL 
King  of  Denmark,  which  produced  much  altercation;  fo  that,  in  this  year  1558,  when  this 
King  died,  that  comptoir  was  almoft  funk  to  nothing,  after  having  greatly  flouriftied  for  about 
three  hundred  years.  Yet  others  affign  the  true  caufe  of  that  declenfion  to  have  proceeded 
from  the  Danes  themfelves,  having,  .about  this  time,  begun  to  traffic  on  their  own  bottoms, 
in  confequence  of  which  that  court,  like  England,  faw  the  expediency  of  abridging  thofe 
3  '  Hanfeatics 
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1558  Hanfcatics  of  iheir  ancient  and  almoft  unaccountable  privileges  and  prerogatives  at  Bergen, 
which>  they  alleged,  had  been  granted  to  them  by  former  Danifh  Kings.  Neverthelefs,  at  a 
dyet  of  the  States,  in  the  year  1560,  in  the  reign  of  King  Frederic  II.  the  pretended  Hanfeatic 
privileges  and  great  immunities  were  conddcrably  abridged. 

That  moft  diligent  agent  for  the  Ruflia  Company,  Mr.  Anjhony  Jenkinfonj  now  firft  fct 
on  foot  a  new  channel  of  trade,  through  Ruffia  intoPerfia,  for  raw  filk,  &c.  He  failed  down 
the  great  river  Volga  to  Nifi-Novogrod,  Cafan,  and  Aftracan,  and  thence  crofs  the  Cafpian 
Sea  to  Perfia.  At  Boghar,  a  goodly  city,  he  found  merchants  from  India,  Periia,  Ruflia,  and 
Cathay,  /•  e,  China,  from  which  laft-namcd  country  it  was  a  nine  months  journey  to  Boghar. 
'jenkinfon  returned  the  fame  way  to  Colmogro,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  year  1560, 
and  fo  home  the  fame  year  to  England.  On  his  return,  he  publifhed  the  firft  map  of  Ruflia 
that  had  ever  been  made.  This  voyage,  it  feems,  he  performed  fevcn  different  times  :  yet  fo 
promifing  a  profpe£t  for  that  Company  was  dropped  fome  few  years  after,  and  remained  as  if  it 
had  never  been  thought  of,  until  the  reign  of  King  George  II.  in  the  year  1741,  when  it  was 
revived  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  enabling  the  Ruflia  Company  to  trade  into  Perfia ;  upon 
which,  confiderable  quantities  of  raw  filk  were  brought  home  by  the  very  fame  way  that  Jen- 
kinfon  took  from  Perfia  to  Ruflia,  and  from  thence  to  England.  Yet  the  continual  troubles 
and  ravages  in  Perfia  have  fince  fufpended  the  good  eflFefls  of  that  law. 

In  this  laft  year  of  Queen  Mary  1558,  fays  Stowe's  Chronicle,  p.  632,  "  a  preft"  [i.e.  loan) 
•*  was  granted  to  the  Queen  by  the  citiiens  of  London,  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which 
"  was  levied  of  the  companies  ;  for  the  which  fum,  to  be  repaid  again,  the  Queen  bound  cer- 
"  tain  lands,  and  alfo  allowed  for  intcreft  of  the  money  twelve  pounds  of  every  hundred  for  a 
"  year." 

Jam  redit  ct  Virgo^  rcdeunt  Saturnia  Regna  ! 

We  are  now  arrived,  November  17,  1558,  at  the  commencement  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fe- 
male reign,  and  of  the  longeft  duration,  which  probably  ever  exifted  in  the  world,  viz.  that 
of  die  truly  great  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England.  It  is  not  our  prefent  province  nor  intention 
to  draw  her  complete  charafter  at  full  length,  fo  often  already  done  by  foreign  as  well  as  Eng- 
lilh  hiftorians.  We  (hall  therefore,  at  this  entrance  on  her  truly  glorious  government,  con- 
fine ourfelves  to  this  one  brief  remark,  viz.  that,  to  her  immortal  honour,  and  her  kingdom's 
immenfe  benefit,  her  reign  has  fupplied  more  important  articles  for  commercial  hiftory,  and 
more  beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  even  while  fhe  was  furrounded  with  foreign  and  domeftic 
foes,  than  perhaps  all  the  preceding  reigns  conjoined,  fince  the  time  of  her  great  predeceflbr. 
King  Edward  III.  We  Ihall  here  only  in  general  remark,  that  as,  on  her  now  fucceeding  to 
the  crown,  fhe  found  the  balance  of  power  and  wealth  had  already  got  into  the  hands  of  the 
commons  or  people,  (he  prudently  condufted  her  meafures  accordingly ;  though,  now  and 
then,  file  would  exert  the  prerogative  as  far  as  fome  of  her  lefs  wife  fucceflTors,  though  with 
more  prudence. 

We  muft,  however,  remark,  that  in  this  firft  year  of  her  reign,  her  Parliament,  by  a  fta- 
tute,  cap.  xiii.  though  under  certain  wife  modifications  and  reftriftions,  repealed  the  former 
laws,  prohibiting  the  importation  and  exportation  of  merchandize  in  any  but  Englifli  (hipj 
alone.  This  repeal,  clogged  as  it  is  with  reftriftions,  would  not  perhaps  be  approved  of  in 
our  days  ;  yet  there  might  probably  be  good  grounds  for  its  being  then  done  ;  at  Icaft  the  then 
Vol.  II.  •  O  kgiflature 
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J558  Icgiflature  thought  the  following  a  fufficient  rcafoii  for  it,  viz.  "  That  fince  the  making  of 
**  the  faid  ftatutes,  other  fovercign  princes,  finding  themfelves  aggrieved  with  the  faid  afts,  as 
"  thinking  that  the  fame  were  made.to  the  hurt  and  prejudice  of  their  country  and  navy,  have 
**  made  like  penal  laws  againft  fuch  as  Ihould  (hip  out  of  their  countries,  in  any  other  veflels 
**  than  of  their  feveral  countries  and  dominions ;  by  reafon  whereof,  there  hath  not  only 
^  grown  great  difplcafure  betwixt  the  foreign  princes  and  kings  of  this  realm,  but  alfo  the 
•^  merchants  have  been  fore  grieved  and  endamaged. — Yet,  whereas  fundry  of  the  Queen's 
"  fubjefts  do  frequently  enter  the  merchandize  of  aliens"  (liable  to  double  duties)  *'  in  their 
"  own  names,  whereby  the  Queen  is  defrauded  in  her  revenue — wherefore  it  was  now  enafted, 
**  that  whoever  fhall,  in  time  of  peace,  and  when  there  is  no  reftraint  made  of  Englifh  (hips, 
"  either  embark  or  unlade  any  merchandize  (mafts,  rafFe,  pitch,  tar,  and  corn  only  excepted) 
*^  out  of,  or  into  any  foreign  bottom  or  (hip,  and  whereof  the  mafter  and  the  major  part  of 
**  the  failors  are  not  Englifh  fubjefts,  fhall  anfwer  and  pay  for  the  faid  ^lerchandize  the  like 
**  cuftora  and  fubfidy  as  aliens  do."  This  judicious  claufe  does,  in  a  great  meafure,  anfwer 
the  end  propofed  by  the  navigation  afts,  now  to  be  repealed. — Another  claufe  was  inferted  in 
favour  of  the  two  focieties  of  Merchant- Ad  venturers,  and  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  at 
their  feveral  fleets  or  fhipping^  of  cloth  and  wool  from  the  river  Thames  alone,  made,  at  raoft^ 
twice  in  every  year,  •*  That  thofe  two  focieties  may  lade  the  faid  merchandize  on  foreigners 
"  ihips,  provided  there  be  not  Englifli  fhips  fufficient  in  number  for  fuch  embarkations,  with- 
*•  out  being,  for  that  caufe,  fubjeft  to  aliens  duties." 

**  Laftly,  the  merchants  of  Briftol  having  of  late  fuftained  great  lolles  at  fea  from  enemies^ 
♦*  who  have  taken  all  their  beft  ihips  and  much  fubftance,  fo  as  they  are  unable  to  provide 
"  fufficient  Ihips  of  their  own  within  the  time  limited  for  the  duration  of  this  aft,  viz.  five 
"  years,  if  there  be  no  Englifli  fhipping  fufficient  within  forty  miles  of  Briftol,  they  may  lade 
**  tlieir  merchandize  on  foreign  fliips,  without  being  liable  to  aliens  duties." 

Several  other  wife  and  judicious  regulations  and  laws  were  made  in  this  fame  firft  year  of  her 
reign  ;  as  ftatute  xiv.  for  regulating  the  making  of  cloth  and  kerfey  in  certain  towns  in  Efl!ex. 
— Cap.  XV.  For  preventing  the  deftruftion  of  timber  in  the  making  of  iron. — Cap.  xvii.  For 
preventing  the  taking  the  fpawn  of  falmon,  trouts,  &c.  at  undue  feafons,  &c.  Which  five^ 
laft  named  ftatutes,  like  many  more  of  her  reign,  were  fo  judicioufly  framed,  that  they  remaia 
in  fiarce  at  this  day,  though  with  fome  few  improvements  and  alterations. 
1559  ^^  ^^^'  ^^'  P'  5^-5'  ^^*  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  of  Chateau- 
Cambrefis,  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Henry  II.  of  France,  whereby  the  latter,  "  I.  Sti- 
**  pulates  to  deliver  up  Calais  to  England  at  the  end  of  eight  years,  for  which  four  hoftages 
**  were  left  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns."  Nei* 
ther  of  which  ftipulations  were  ever  fo  much  as  intended  to  be  performed. 

**  II.  All  armed  fliips  from  either  country  were,  as  in  former  treaties,  to  give  the  ufual  fe- 
**  ty  not  to  injure  the  fliips  or  fubjefts  of  the  other  party." 

**  III.  No  letters  of  marque  or  reprifals  were  to  be  granted  on  either  fide,  but  only  againft 
««  principals,  who  are  or  ftiall  be  delinquents,  and  their  goods,  faftors,  and  agents  ;  and  even 
**  this  not  till  juftice  has  been  manifeftly  denied.** 

In  the  fame  vbl.  xv,  p.  532,  we  find  Queen  Elizabeth's  phyfician  in  ordinary.  Dr.  Richard 
Mafter,  has  a  falary  fettled  on  him  of  one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  befide  his  allowance  of  diet, 
wine,  wax,  &c.  as  ufual. 

Mid. 
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1559  /i/V.  p.  548,  flie  grants  to  her  bowftring-maker,  within  the  Tower  of  London,  tlic  daily 
pay  of  fixtecn  pence  for  life,  equal,  in  point  of  living,  to  near  about  fix  Ihillings  and  eiglit 
pence. 

The  falaries  of  the  profeflbrlhips  in  both  Univerfitics,  which  had  been  fettled  by  King 
Henry  VIII.  at  forty  pounds  per  annum,  remained  fo  ftill ;  and  yet  the  filver  money  was  now 
made  of  the  fame  weight  and  finenefs  as  in  our  days.  Moreover,  the  immenfe  importations  of 
money  into  Europe,  fince  the  beginning  of  this  century,  had,  without  doubt,  increafed  the 
rate  or  expence  of  living,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  decreafed  the  value  of  money  :  yet,  as 
by  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,*  wheat  was  this  and  fome  following  years  at  eight  Ihillings  per 
quarter,  and  a  load  of  hay  at  twelve  (hillings  and  fixpence  in  the  following  year ;  and  the  next 
year,  claret  wine  at  two  pounds  ten  Ihillings  per  hogfhead  ;  it  feems  therefore  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that  living,  at  that  time,  was  near  or  about  five  times  as  cheap  as  in  our  days ;  fo 
that  the  royal  phyfician  was  very  well  rewarded  for  his  attendance  at  court. 

Mezerai  acquaints  us,  *•  That  King  Henry  II.  of  France  was  the  firft  who  how  wore  -filk 
ftockings,  at  his  filler's  wedding  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  :  yet,"  adds  he,  **  till  the  troubles  un- 
**  der  Charles  IX.  and  Henry  III.  the  courtiers  did  not  ufe  much  filk  ;  but  after  that,  the  very 
"  citizens  began  to  wear  it  frequently.  For,"  continues  Mezerai,  •*  it  is  an  infallible  obfcr- 
**  vation,  that  pride  and  luxury  are  moft  predominant  during  public  calamities." 

1560  The  manufafture  of  fine  woollen  cloth  in  the  Spanifh  Netherlands  muft  have  been  im- 
menfcly  great  in  former  years,  before  the  Englifh  fell  fo  much  into  it.  Louis  Guicciardini, 
their  hiftorian,  affirms,  that,  in  thofe  former  times,  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  packs  of  Spa- 
nifti  wool  had  been  annually  imported  thither ;  but,  adds  he,  as  the  Spaniards  have,  of  late  years, 
made  more  cloth  at  home  than  formerly,  they  do  not  now  (in  this  year  1560,  that  I  am  writ- 
ing this  work)  export  to  the  Netherlands  above  twenty-five  thoufand  packs  of  Spanifh  wool 
yearly.  The  decreafc  of  the  woollen  manufafture  of  the  Netherlands  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
true  caufe  of  their  importing  a  fmaller  quantity  of  Spanilh  wool  than  formerly,  though  Guic- 
ciardini  did  not  chufe  to  aflign  the  true  caufe. 

According  to  the  famous  John  Milton,  fauthor  of  the  incomparable  poem,  intitled  Paradifc 
Loft)  in  his  Brief  Hiftory  of  Mufcovia,  publifhed  in  the  year  1682,  in  twelves,  **  the  Eng- 
<<  lifli  began  this  year  firft  to  trade  to  Narva  in  Livonia,  the  Lubeckers,  and  Dantzickers," 
fays  this  author,  **  having  till  then  concealed  that  trade  from  other  nations."  Although  Mil- 
ton does  not  mention  the  true  reafon  of  this  circumftance,  as  having  perhaps  forgot  it,  we 
conceive  it  to  proceed  from  the  Ruflians  having  maftered  Narva,  as  we  have  feen  two  yea^s  be- 
fore this  time. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  according  to  Camden,  finding  the  Popifh  princes  of  Europe  extremely 
jealous  of  her  fupporting  Proteftants  both  abroad  and  at  home,  wifely  provided  for  her  own 
fecurity  againft  future  difafters,  by  filling  her  magazines  with  ammunition,  military  and 
naval  ftores.  She  foon  after  firft  made  gunpowder  in  England,  and  caufed  brafs  and  iron  ord- 
nance to  be  caft  :  fhe  alfo  built  a  confiderable  number  of  fhips  for  war,  and  thus  formed  the 
moft  important  fleet  that  England  had  ever  before  feen  ;  and  for  the  fafeguard  thereof  fhe  ereft- 
ed  a  fortrefs  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Mcdway,  called  Upnor  Caftle,  (fo  named  from  a  neigh- 
bouring village  :)  flie,'  moreover,  confiderably  increafed  the  pay  of  her  naval  officers  and  fea- 
men  ;  ««  fo  that,"  fays. Camden,  "  foreigners  ftiled  her,  the  Rcftorcr.  of  Naval  Glory,  and 
"  Queen  of  the  Northern  Seas." 

O  a  She 
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1560  She  alfo,  about  this  time,  reftorcd  the  filvcr  coin  more  to  its  fterling  purity  than  had  been 
for  two  hundred  years  before ;  her  father,  mpre  efpecially,  having,  towards  the  clofc  of  his 
reign,  Ihamefully  debafed  it  by  mixing  it  with  copper,  for  his  own  particular  profit,  though 
greatly  to  the  detriment  of  the  public. 

Louis  Guicciardini,  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Netherlands,  now  tcfljfies  the  very  confidera- 
ble  commerce  of  the  ports  of  the  province  of  Holland,  even  before  their  revolt  from  SpaiOr 
He  relates,  that  the  Hollanders  then  brought  annually  from  Denmark,  Eaftland,  Livonia, 
and  Poland,  fixty  thoufand  lads  of  grain,  chiefly  rye,  then  worth  one  million  fix  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  crowns  of  gold,  or  five  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  Flemifli,  rec- 
koning  three  of  thofe  crowns  to  one  pound  Flemilh — that  the  fingle  province  of  Holland  alone 
had  above  eight  hundred  good  (hips,  from  two  hundred  to  feven  hundred  tons  burden  each, 
befide  above  fix  hundred  buffcs  for  fifhing,  from  one  to  two  hundred  tons  each — that  2X  Am- 
fterdam,  even  then,  great  numbers  of  veflels  were  daily  feen  going  in  and  out;  and  that,  twice 
in  every  year,  fleets  of  three  hundred  Ihips  together  come  in  from  Dantzick  and  Livonia — 
that  five  hundred  (hips  were  often  feen  lying  together  before  that  city,  and  moftly  their  own  ;  fa 
that,  for  the  greatnefs  of  its  commerce,  Amfterdam  was  even  then  next  to  Antwerp  of  all  the 
towns  of  the  Netherland?.  This  authentic  teftimony  of  Arafterdam's  greatnefs  at  this  time,  is 
fuflScient  to  confute  what  too  many  have  ignorantly  written  to  the  contrary. 

The  fame  Guicciardini,  fpeaking  of  the  vaftnefs  of  the  commerce  between  the  Netherlands, 
and  England,  fays,  they  then  imported  upwards  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  facks  of  Eng- 
lifti  wool  to  Bruges,  worth  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  ;  but,  adds  he,  it  is  afto- 
nilhing  to  think  of  the  vaft  quantity  of  drapery  imported  by  the  Englifli  into,  the  Netherlands^ 
being,  undoubtedly,  one  year  with  another,  above  two  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  all  kinds» 
which,  at  the  moft  moderate  rate  of  twenty-five  crowns  per  piece,  is  five  millions  of  crowns, 
or  ten  millions  of  Dutch  guilders,  or  about  one  million  of  pounds  fterling.  So  that,  fays 
he,  thefe  and  other  merchandize  brought  to  us  by  the  Englilh,  and  carried  from  us  to  them, 
may  make  the  annual  amount  to  be  more  than  twelve  millions  of  crowns,  or  twenty-four  mil- 
lions of  guilders,  or  about  two  million  four  hundred  thoufand  po4ind£  fterling,.  to  the  great 
gain  and  benefit  of  both  countries  i  neither  of  which  countries  could  poflibly,  or  without  the 
greateft  damage,  difpenfe  with  this  their  vaft  mutual  commerce  ;  of  which,  continues  he,  the 
merchants  on  both  fides  are  fo  fenfibk,  tliat  they  have  fallen  into  a  way  of  infuring  their 
merchandize  from  lofles  at  fea  by  a  joint  contribution. 

This  is  the  firft  inftance  we  have  met  with,  of  Infurance  from^LoJpss  at  Sea^  though  proba- 
bly in  ufc  before  this  time,  and  firft  pra£kifed  in  Lombard-ftreet  in  the  city  of  London,  as  will 
be  feen  under  tlie  year  1601. 

As  the  famous  city  of  Antwerp  was,  in  this  year,  in  its  zenith  of  profperity,  we  imagine 
that  a  general  view  of  its  commerce,  at  this  period,  with  all  foreign  nations,  (as  exhibited  by 
Guicciardini,  ihid,)  in  whicli  the  then  exifting  ftate  of  manufa£tures,  produft,  &c.  of  different 
countries  may  be  feen,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  our  curious  readers  ;  many  ufeful  inferences 
may  alfo  be  drawn  from  thence. 

L  Befide  the  natives  and  the  French,  who  are  here  very  numerous,  there  are  fix  principal 
foreign  nations  who  refidc  at  Antwerp,  both  in  war  and  peace,  making  above  one  thoufand 
**  merchants,  including  faftors  and  fervants,  viz.  i.  Germans,  2.  Danes  and  Eafterlings,'* 
(by  the  Eafterlings  are  always  meant  the  ports  on  the  fouth  fhores  of  the  Baltic,  from  Den- 
mark to  Livonia)  **  3.  tlie  Italians,  4.  tlae  Spaniards,  5.  the  Englilh,  and,  6.  the  Portuguefe 

"  —That 


OF       THE      ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  I09 

A.  D*  '. 

X560  **  — That  the  Spaniards  arc  the  moft  numerous  there  of  any  of  thefc  fix  nations.— That  one 
"  of  thofe  foreign  merchants"  (whom  heftiles  the  Prince  of  Merchants,  and  was  the  famous 
Fugger  of  Augfburg)  '*  died  worth  above  fix  millions  of  crowns  ;  but  that  there  are  many 
*^  natives  there  worth  from  two  hundred  thoufand  to  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns." 

**  II.  That  their  manner  was  to  meet  twice  every  day,  viz.  mornings  and  evenings,  one 
*'  hour  each  time,  at  the  English  bourfe  ;  where,  by  their  interpreters  and  brokers,  they  treat- 
"  cd  of  buying  and  felling  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize.  From  thence  they  Went  to  the  new 
**  Bourfe  or  principal  Exchange,  where,  for  another  hour  each  time,  they  tranfaAcd  all  mat- 
**  ters  relating  to  bills  of  exchange  with  the  faid  fix  nations  ftnd  with  France ;  and  alfo  for 
•*  what  he  calls  Depofit,  /.  c»  the  loan  of  money  at  intereft,  which  he  fays  was  ufually  twelve 
•*  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  it  feems,  both  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  his  fon  King  Philip  II. 
*'  in  their  wars,  &c.  allowed  fo  high  an  intereft  to  the  merchants  here,  which  high  intereft," 
fays  Guicciardini,  '*  brought  the  nobility  to  lend  their  money  fecretly,  the  laws  of  nobility 
*'  forbidding  that  praAice,  and  made  many  lazy  merchants  likewife  deal  in  that  way,  though 
**  fuch  high  intereft  was  a  great  grievance  to  the  poor,  as  well  as  a  great  obftru£tion  to  com- 
"  merce. 

**  III.  That  with  regard  to  their  commerce  with  Italy,  he  fays, 

*'  They  fcnt  to  Rome  a  great  variety  of  woollen  drapery,  linen,  tapeflry,  and  many  other 
**  things  ;  but  brought  nothing  from  thence  except  money,  or  bills  of  exchange. 

**  To  Ancona  they  fent  great  quantities  of  Englilh  and  Nethcrland  cloth  and  ftufFs,  linen, 
"  tapeftry,  cochineal,  &c.  and  brought  back  fuch  fpices  and  drugs,  as  they  (the  merchants  o£ 
**  Ancona)  brought  from  the  Levant;  alfo  filk,  cottons,  carpets,  turkey  leather,  &c. 

•*  To  Bologna  they  fent  ferges  and  other  ftufFs,  tapeftries,  linens,  merceries,  &c.  and 
••  brought  from  thence  wrought  filks,  cloth  of  gold  and  filver,  crapes,  caps,  &c. 

"  To  Venice  they  fcnt  jewels  and  pearls,  cloth  ajid  wool  of  England,  in  great  quantities, 
**  draperies  of  the  Netherlands,  tapeftry,  linen,  cochineal,  and  many  kinds  of  mercery,  fome- 
**  times  alfo  fugar  and  pepper  ;  and  brought  back  from  Venice  (before  the  Portuguefc  found 
**  the  way  to  the  Spice  Iflands)  all  forts  of  India  fpices  and  drugs  ;  and  even  fo  late  as  the  year 
"  1518,  there  arrived  five  Venetian  galc;afies  at  Antwerp,  laden  with  fpices  and  drugs  for  the 
**  fair  there. — But  they  ftill  bring  from  Venice  the  fincft  and  richcft  wrought  filks,  camblets,. 
*<  grograms,  carpets,  cottons,  and  great  variety  of  merceries  ;  alfo  colours  both  for  dyers  and 
**  painters. 

•*  To  Naples,  Antwerp  fent  N^therland  and  Englifh  cloths  and  ftufFs  in  abundance,  tapeftry,. 
"  linen  in  vaft  quantities,  and  feveral  forts  of  merceries,  as  well  of  metal  as  of  other  materials." 
(This  defcription  of  merceries,  as  it  was  then.underftood,  and  another,  where  he  fays,  *  mer- 
*  ceries,  as  well  of  filk  as  of  other  materials,'  feems  to  include  toys  as  well  as  what  we  now  call 
fmalt  haberdalhery  wares.  Mercery,  fays  this  author  in  another  place,  comprehends  all  things 
fold  by  retail,  or  by  the  little  balance  or  fmall  fcales.)  "  From  Naples,  Antwerp  brought 
"  back  wrought  filks,  raw  filk,  thrown  filk,.  fame  fine  furs,  or  Ikins,  fafFron  of  Aquila^  and 
^*  excellent  manna. 

*'  To  Sicily  they  fent  cloth  and  ferges  in  great  quantities,  linen,  tapeftries,  and  innumera- 
*'  ble  forts  of  mercery,  as.  well  of  metals  as  of  many  other  kinds.  And  from  Sicily,  Antwerp 
**  brought  galls  in  great  quantities,  cummin^  oranges,  cotton,  filk,  and  fometimes  wines  of 
**  various  forts. 

^  To 
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1560  **  To  Milan,  Antwerp  fcnt  pepper,  fugar,  jewels,  mufk,  and  other  perfumes,  great  quan- 
"  tities  of  Englifh  and  Netherland  cloths  and  fcrges,  tapeftries,  vaft  quantities  of  linen,  Eng- 
**  lifh  and  Spanilh  wool,  and  cochineal.  From  Milan  Antwerp  brought  great  quantities  of 
**  gold  and  lilver  thread,  various  wrought  filks,  gold  ftufFs,  fuftians,  and  dimities  of  many 
"  fine  forts,  fcarlets,  tammies,  and  other  fine  and  curious  draperies,  great  quantities  of  fine 
**  rice,  mufquets,  and  other  fine  armory,  various  forts  of  high  priced  mercery,  even  to  Par- 
**  mefan  checfe,  which  laft  is  a  confiderablc  commodity. 

"  To  Florence,  Antwerp  fends  many  forts  of  woollen  ftuffs,  Englifli  wool,  linens>  fans, 
**  frifes  ;  even  although  by  fea,"  fays  our  author,  "  the  Florentines  and  Venetians  are  better 
^*  provided  with  Englifli  wool  on  the  fpot  itfelf.  From  Florence  they  bring  back  many  forts 
**  of  very  fine  wrought  filks,  gold  and  filvcr  ftufFs,  and  thread,  fine  flialloons,  then  called 
•*  rafles,  and  fine  furs. 

"  Antwerp  fends  to  Genoa  Englifli  and  Netherland  cloth  and  ferges,  tapeftry,  linen,  mer- 
**  eery,  utenfils,  and  houfliold  furniture.  And  from  Genoa  Antwerp  brings  back  vaft  quan- 
**  tities  of  velvets  of  all  prices,  the  beft  in  the  world,  fattins  and  other  wrought  filks,  the  beft 
•*  of  coral,  mithridate  and  treacle.  By  Genoa  alfo,  Antwerp  fends  to  Mantua,  Verona, 
-**  Brefcia,  Vicenza,  Modena,  Lucca,  &c.  the  fame  forts  of  merchandize,  and  brings  back  the 
"  fame  returns  as  from  Genoa.  From  Italy  alfo  they  bring  by  fca  to  the  Netherlands  the 
•*  alum  of  Civita  Vccchia,  tlie  oils  of  Apulia,  Genoa,  and  Pifa,  various  gums,  Senna  in  the 
**  leaf,  fulphur,  orpiment,  &c.  and  by  fea  alfo  Italy  receives  from  the  Netherlands,  tin,  lead, 
**  madder,  brafil  wood,  wax,  leather,  flax,  tallow,  fait  filh,  timber,  and  fometimes  corn  and 
"  pulfe."  Our  author  adds,  *'  That  Antwerp's  imports  from  Italy  of  filks,  gold  and  filver 
**  thread,  camblets,  grograms,  and  other  ftuffs,  (exclufive  of  other  wares)  amounted  to  three 
**  millions  of  crowns  yearly,"  each  crown  being  equal  to  two  Dutch  guilders,  or  about  fix 
•*  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
•'  Antwerp  fends  to  Germany  precious  ftones  and  pearls,  fpices,  drugs,  faffron,  fugars,  Eng- 
**  lifli  cloths,  as  a  rare  and  curious  thing,  and  of  high  price  :  alfo  a  good  deal  of  Netherland 
•*  cloth  and  ferges,"  this  article  ftiews  that  Englifli  cloth  was  then  eftccmed  finer  than  Ne- 
therland cloth,  •'  tapeftry,  an  infinite  quantity  of  linen,  and  mercery  of  all  forts.  And  Ant- 
**  werp  receives  from  Germany,  by  land  carriage,  filver  in  bullion,  quickfilver,  immenfe 
**  quantities  of  copper,  fine  wool  of  Heffe,  glafs,  fuftians  of  an  high  price,  to  the  value  of 
**  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  yearly,  woad,  madder,  and  other  dyers  wares,  faltpetrc,  - 
<*  vaft  quantities  of  mercery,  and  houfliold  goods,  very  fine  and  good  ;  all  kinds  of  metals  to 
**  an  ineftimable  value,  and  alfo  of  arms  ;  Rhenifli  wines,  of  great  importance  in  commerce, 
"  of  exquifite  tafte,  profitable  for  health,  and  proper  for  digeftion,  and  fo  fafe,  that  one  may 
**  drink  twice  as  much  of  it  as  of  any  other  wine,  without  affefting  either  head  or  ftomach," 
He  fays,  **  they  brought  from  thence  annually  above  forty  thoufand  tons,  which,  at  thirty-fix 
**  crowns  per  ton,  amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  crowns."  This 
was,  indeed,  an  almoft  incredible  quantity  of  Rheniih  wine  for  one  year's  importation  ! 

Wheeler,  who  wrote  in  the  year  1601,  fays,  "  That  a  little  before  the  troubles  in  the  Low 
**  Countries,  the  Antwcrpians  were  become  the  greateft  dealers  to  Italy  in  Englifli  and  other 
^*  foreign  merchandize,  and  alfo  to  Alexandria,  Cyprus,  and  Tripoli  in  Syria ;  beating  the 
*<  Italians,  Englifli,  and  Germans  almoft  entirely  out  of  that  trade,  as  they  alfo  foon  did  the 
"  Germans  at  the  fairs  and  marts  of  their  own  counjtry.  That  thofe  of  Amfterdam,  and 
^«  other  but  new  upftart  towns  of  Holland,  with  their  great  hulks  and  other  ftiips,  began  to 
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1560  **  diminifli  the  trade  of  the  Eafterlings  at  Antwerp;  and  the  Antwerp  merchants,  having 
"  great  wealth,  were  the  beft  able  to  fupply  Spain  and  her  Indies  at  long  days  of  payment,  by 
"  which  means  they  fct  their  own  prices  on  their  merchandize.  Antwerp  alfo  now  fupplied 
•'  Germany,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Eaftland  with  the  wares  which  France  was  ufcd  to  fupply 
**  them.  It  is  not  more  than  eighty  years  ago,"  /'.  e,  about  the  year  1520,  *•  fince  there  were 
**  not  in  London  above  twelve  or  lixteen  Low  Country  merchants,  whofe  merchandize  im- 
**  ported  from  thence  were  ftone  pots,  brufhcs,  toys  for  children,  and  other  pedlar's  wares ; 
"  but  in  lefs  than  forty  years  after,  there  were  in  London  at  leaft  an  hundred  Netherland : 
"  merchants,  who  brought  thither  all  the  commodities  which  the  merchants  of 'Italy,  Ger-- 
«*  many,  Spain,  France,  and  Eaftland,"  of  all  which  nations  there  were,  before  that  time, 
divers  famous  and  notable  rich  merchants  and  companies,  "  ufed  to  bring  into  England  out 
**  of  their  own  country  direftiy,  to  the  great  damage  of  thofe  ftrangers,  and  of  the  natural 
*'  born  Englifh  merchants." 

"  Antwerp  fends  by  fea  to  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Eaftland,  Livonia,  and  Poland, 
**  vaft  quantities  of  fpices^  drugs,  fafFron,  fugar,  fait,  Englifh  and  Nethcrland  cloth   and. 
*•  fluffs,  fuftians,  linens,  wrought  filks,  gold  fluffs,  grograms,  camblets,  tapeftries,  precious 
*'  flones,   Spanifll  and  other  wines,    alum,    Brafil  wood,   mercery  and  houfhold  goods   in 
"  abundance.     And  Antwerp  received  from  thofe  parts,"  /.  e.  from  Eaflland  and  Poland, 
an  ineftimable  quantity  of  the  moft  necclTary  merchandize,  viz.  wheat  and  rye  to  a  vaft 
value,  iron,  copper,  brafs,  fallpetre,  woad,  madder,  vitriol,  flax,  honey,  wax,  pitch  and 
tar,  fulphur,  pot  aflies,  (of  great  importance  in  commerce)  fine  fldns  and  furs  of  various 
kinds,  leather,  timber,  (both  for  (hipwrigbts  and  houfe  carpenters)  in  vaft  abundance ; 
great  quantities  of  beer,  of  high  price  and  efteem ;  faltflelh;  faked,  dried,  and  fmoaked. 
fifti,  yellow  amber  in  great  quantities,  and  numberlefs  other  particulars." 
We  may  here  briefly  interrupt  our  author's  narrative,  by  obfcrving,  that  moft  of  thofe 
northern  ports  being  frozen  up  in  winter,  and  finding  it,  in  early  times,  more  difficult  th^m 
now  to  make  far  fouthward  voyages  down  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  fo  as  to  infure  their  return. 
home  before  winter ;  and  finding  alfo,  that  they  coujd  be  fupplied  from  Antwerp  with  what- 
ever the  whole  earth  produced,  they  therefore  made  that  city  their  grand  ftaple  for  their  own  \ 
merchandize,  as  alfo  for  their  returns,  as  we  have  alfo  remarked  in  another  place. 

**  Antwerp  fcnt  to  France  precious  flones,  quickfilver,  filver  in  bullion,. copper  and  brafa 
**  wrought  and  unwrought,  lead,  tin,  vermilion,  azure  blue  and  crimfon,  fulphur,  faltpetre, . 
•*  vitriol,  camblets,  and  grograms  of  Turkey,  Englifh  and  Netherland  cloths  and  ferges, . 
**  great  quantities  of  fine  linen,  tapeflry,  leather,  peltry,. wax,  madder,  tallow,  dried  flefh, 
*'  and  much  fait  fifh,  &c-     And  France  fcnt  back  to  Antwerp,  by  fea,  fait  of  Brouagc  to  the 
**  value  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  crowns ;  forty  thoufand  biales  of  fine  woad  of 
••  Tholoufe,  which,  at  feven  and  a  half  cro\yns  per  bale,  amounts  to  three  hundred  thoufand 
**  crowns;  canvas,  and  other  ftrong  linen  of  Bretagne  and  Normandy,  in  immenfe  quanti- 
"  tics  ;  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  excellent  red  and  white  wines,  at  about  twenty-five 
"crowns  per  ton,  amounting  to  one  million  of  crowns,  or  two  millions  of  Holland  guilders; 
**  fafFron,  fyrup  of  fugar,  turpentine,  pitch,  paper  of  all  kinds  to  a  great  value,  prunes,   (a 
"  confiderable  article  in  commerce)   Brafil  wood,"  the  French  having  then  a  fcttlement  in 
Brafil.     **  By  land  alfo  France  fends  many  fine  and  curious  things  in  gilding,"  (dorures) 
**  fome  very  fine  cloths  of  Paris,  Rouen,  Tours,  and  Champagne,  much  thread  of  Lyons, 
•<  &c.  which  arc  highly  prized ;"  but  not  one  word  as  yet  of  filk  manufadtures,  that  time 
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being  not  yet  come,  "  excellent  verdigreafc  of  Montpelicr ;  and  laftly,  many  forts  of  mer* 
ccries  to  a  great  value. 

To   England,    Antwerp  fent    jewels  and  precious   flones,   filver  bullion,   quickfilver, 
wrought  filks,  cloth  of  gold  and  filver,  gold  and  filver  thread,  camblets,  grograras,  fpices, 
drugs,  fugar,  cotton,    cummin,  galls,   linen  both  fine  and  coarfe^   ferges,    demy  ojlades^ 
"  (quaere  if  not  worfteds  ?)  tapcftry,  madder,  hops  in  great  quantities,"  our  own  are  now- 
much  better,  *•  glafs,  fait  fi(h,  metallic  and  other  merceries  of  all  forts,  to  a  great  value ;  arms 
**  of  all  kinds,  ammunition  for  war,  and  houfhold  furniture.  *  From  England  Antwerp  re- 
ceives vaft  quantities  of  fine  and  coarfe  draperies,  fringes,  and  other  things  of  that  kind,  to 
a  great  value  ;  the  fineft  wool,  excellent  fafFron,  but  in  fmall  quantities  ;  a  great  quantity 
of  lead  and  tin ;  Iheep  and  rabbit  Ikins  without  number,  and  various  other  forts  of  fine 
**  peltry  and  leather;  beer,  cheefc,  and  other  forts  of  provifions   in  great  quantities;  alfo 
**  Malmfey  wines,  which  the  Englifh  import  from  Candia. 

**  To  Scotland,  Antwerp  fends  but  little,  as  that  country  is  chiefly  fupplicd  from  England 
^*  and  France.  Antwerp,  however,  fciids  thither  fomc  fpicery,  fugars,  madder,  wrought 
filks,  camblets,  ferges,  linen,  and  mercery.  And  Scotland  fends  to  Antwerp  vaft  quan- 
tities of  peltry  of  many  kinds,  leather,  wool,  and  indifferent  cloth,  fine  large  pearls,  though 
not  of  quite  fo  good  a  water  as  the  oriental  ones. 

**  To  Ireland,  Antwerp  fends  much  the  fame  commodities  and  quantities  as  to  Scotland, 
and  Antwerp  takes  frohp  Ireland,  flcins  and  leather  of  divers  fort«,  fome  low  priced  cloths^ 
and  other  grofs  things  of  little  value. 

To  Spain,  Antwerp  fends  copper,  brafs,  and  latten,  wrought  and  unwrought ;  tin,  lead, 
and  much  woollen  cloth  of  various  kinds  made  in  the  Netherlands,  as  alfo  fomc  made^in 
^'  England ;  ferges  of  all  prices  ;  aftades  et  demy  ajiades^^  names  of  woollen  goods  then  in  ufe, 
but  now  almoft  loft,  unlefs  worfteds  be  meant  thereby,  which  the  affinity  of  the  name  may 
poflibly  countenance,  "  tapeftr}',  fine  and  coarfe  linen  to  a  great  value,  camblets,  flax  thread, 
**  \vax,  pitch,  madder,  tallow,  fulphur,  and  frequently  wheat  and  rye,  falted  flefh  and  filh, 
*'  butter  and  cheefe,  all  forts  of  mercery,"  mercery,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  in  thofc 
times,  meant  almoft  all  kinds  of  fmall  wares,  *'  metals,  filk,  thread,  &c.  for  very  great  fums  ; 
**  filver  in  bullion,  and  worked  uplnto  filverfmith's  work;  arms  of  all  forts,  and  ammuni* 
^*  tion  ;  houlhold  furniture,  and  tools  of  all  kinds  ;  and  every  thing  elfe  produced  by  human 
-•*  induftry  and  labour,  to  which,"  fays  our  author,  "  the  meaner  people  of  Spain  have  an 
*^  utter  averfion.  Of  Spain,  Antwerp  takes  jewels  and  pearls,  gold  and  filver  in  great  quan- 
**  tities»  cochineal,  farfaparilla,  guaiacum,  fafFron,  filk  raw  and  thrown,  and  worked  up  into 
'^  various  ftuffs,  velvets,  taffeties,  fait,  alum,  orchil,  fine  wool,  iron,  cordovan  leather,  wines 
"  of  various  kinds,  oils,  vinegar,  honey,  melafles,  Arabian  gums,  foap,  fruits  both  moift 
**  and  dried,  in  vaft  quantities  ;  wines  and  fugars  from  tlic  Canaries,"  no  fugars  as  yet  com- 
ing from  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies. 

**  To  Portugal,  Antwerp  fends  filver  bullion,  quickfilver,  vermilion,  copper,  brafs,  and 
*'  latten,  lead,  tin,  arms,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  gold  and  filver  thread,  and  fuch  other 
"  wares  before-named  as  they  fend  to  Spain.  From  Portugal,  Antwerp  brings  pearls  and 
•*  precious  ftones,  gold,  fpices  to  above  the  value  of  one  million  of  crowns  annually,  drugs, 
''  amber,  mufk,  civet,  ivory  in  great  quantities,  aloes,  rhubarb,  anil,  cotton,  China  root, 
**  and  many  other  precious  things  from  India,  witli  which  the  grealeft  part  of  Europe  arc  fup- 
'**  plied  by  Antwerp;  alfo  fugars  from  the  ifle  of  St.  Thomas,  under  the  equino£iial  line,  and 
3  **  from 
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1560  *'  from  Other  ifles  on  the  African  coafts  ;  Brafil  wood  for  dyers,"  (but  no  fugar  as  yet  brought 
from  Brafil,  nor  from  any  other  part  of  America  :  and  this  countenances  the  conje£lure,  that 
fug  ir  was  not  originally  a  native  of  America,  but  was  rather  carried  thither  from  the  Canary 
or  clfe  the  Madeira  ifles,)  *'  Malaguetta,  or  Guinea  grains,  and  other  drugs  from  the  weft 
coaft  of  Africa ;  fugar  alfo,  -and  go  d  wines  from  Madeira.  And  from  Portugal  itfeli^ 
Antwerp  brings  their  fait,  wines,  and  oils^  woad,  feeds,  orchil,  many  forts  of  fruits,  both 
^*  moift  and  dried,  preferved  and  candied,  to  a  great  value. 

Laftly,  to  Barbary,  Antwerp  fends  woollen  cloth,  ferges,  linen>  merceries  innumerable, 
metals,  &c.     And  Antwerp  brings  from  Barbary,  fugars,  azure  or  anil/'  as  the  Portuguefe 
call  it,  *'  gums,  coloquintida,  leather,  peltry,  and  fine  feathers/' 

Thus  we  have  afummary  view  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  and  from  Antwerp,  the  moft 
eminent  city  for  commerce  then  in  Europe.  The  port  of  Armuyden,  on  the  ifle  of  Wal- 
cheren,  tlie  principal  ifle  of  the  province  of  Zealand>  was,  in  Guiccialrdini's  days,  the  place 
of  rendezvous  for  the  fliipping  of  Antwerp,  where,  fays  he,  there  have  been  often  feen  five 
hundred  large  fliips  together,  fome  bound  to,  and  others  returning  from  many  diftant  parts 
of  the  world.  Armuyden,  at  that  period,  poiTefled  an  excellent  port,  and  well  fituated  for  that 
purpofe,  though  now  an  inconfiderable  place,  its  harbour  being  choaked  up  with  mud  and 
fand. 

Yet  after  all  that  can  be  faid  of  the  greatnefs  of  Antwerp,  it  muft,  however,  be  admitted, 
that  the  two  later  grand  emporiums  of  London  and  Amfterdam  have,  fince  that  time,  exceed- 
ed Antwerp  in  various  refpefts  ;  fuch  as  their  greater  number  of  large  and  ftout  fhips,  their 
acquifirions  of  feveral  great  branches  of  commerce,  not  then  known  to  Antwerp,  viz.  the 
Turkey  trade,  the  wteile  fifliery,  the  Rufiia  trade,  the  negro  Guinea  trade,  that  of  both  Indies, 
as  alfo  the  Madeira  and  Canary  trades  :  yet,  if  Guicciardini  has  not  exaggerated,  Antwerp,  in 
the  height  of  its  profperity,  about  this  time,  is  faid  to  have  fliewn  at  once  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  fhips  or  vefl[els  lying  ia  the  Scheld  before  the  city,  (though  poffibly  many  of  ihofc 
might  have  been  fuch  as,  at  London  in  our  days,  are  called  fmall  craft  and  coaAers.)     And 
our  author  adds,  **  That  it  was  ufual  for  five  hundred  fhips  to  come  and  go  in  one  day,  and 
**  four  hundred  to  come  up  the  Scheld  in.  one  tide ;  that  ten  thoufand  carts  were  conllantly 
^*  employed  in  carrying  merchandize  to  and  from  the  neighbouring  countries,  befide  many 
hundreds  of  waggons  daily  coming^  and  going  with  paflengers ;  and  five  hundred  coaches 
ufed  by  people  of  diftindion :"  all  which  poffibly  muft  be  read  with  fome  grains  of  allow- 
ance.    Guicciardini  adds,  **  that  Antwerp  had  then  one  hundred  and  fixty-nine  bakers, 
feventy-eight  butchers,  ninety-two  fifhmongers,  one  hundred  and  ten  barbers  and  furgeons, 
five  hundred  and  ninety-four  taylors,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  goldfmiths,  befide  a 
**  great  number  of  lapidaries  and  jewellers,  three  hundred  mafler  painters,  gravers,  and  car- 
**  vers,  mercers,"  /.  e.  retailers  and  pedlars,  "  &c.  without  number.     That  the  city  of  Ant- 
**  werp  contained  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  houfcs.— That  lodgings  there  were  extrava- 
**  gantly  dear,  (occafioned  by  its  great  commerce)  fo  as,  except  Lifbon,  to  furpafs  any  city 
**  of  Europe;  a  fet  of  lodgings  of  five  or  fix  chambers,  with  a  hall  and  garrets,  not  letting  for 
**  lefs  than  two  hundred  crowns,"  /.  e.  four  hundred  Holbind  guilders,  **  yearly ;  and  the 
greater  lodgings  and  fmaller  houfes  were  ufually  at  five  hundred  crowns  and  upwards.  Lafl- 
ly,  that  by  the  great  concourfe  of  flrangers  at  Antwerp,  advice  of  all  that  pafles  in  every 
other  part  of  the  world  is  brought  thither."  * 

Voi.  n.  -P  Having 
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1560  Having  fufficiently  enlarged  on  that  once  noble  city  of  Antwerp,  Guicciardini  gives  us  a 
Iketch  of  the  then  herring  fifliery  of  the  maritime  provinces  of  Friefland,  (Groningen  was 
then  a  part  of  Frieiland)  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Flanders.  He  fays,  **  the  number  of  fiflier- 
"  men  and  veflcls,  efpccially  of  thofc  fqur  provinces,  and  of  the  French,  with  fome  few  Eng- 
**  lifh,  fiihing  firft  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  next  on  that  of  England,  are,"  in  his  way 
of  cxpreffing  it,  *•  almoft  infinite."  But,  confining  himfelf  only  to  the  Netherlands,  con- 
cerning which  he  had  made  a  very  ftrift  enquiry,  he  fays,  *'  that,  in  peaceable  times,  they 
•*  employed  feven  hundred  buflcs  and  bo^ts,"  bufca  et  botes  he  calls  them  in  his  French, 
**  which  make  each  three  voyages  in  the  feafon,  during  which  whole  feafon,  each  veflel,  on 
**  an  average,  is  computed  to  take  feventy  lafts  of  herrings,  each  laft  containing  twelve  barrels 
**  of  nine  hundred  or  one  thoufand  herrings  each  barrel ;  and  as  a  laft  commonly  yields  ten 
•*  pounds  Flemifli,"  or  about  fix  pounds  fterling,  **  the  total  amount  of  one  year's  herring 
**  fifhery,  in  tliofe  four  provinces,  is  four  hundred  and  ninety  thotifand  pounds  Flemilh,  or 
**  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  thoufand  pounds  fterling." — How  vaftly  does  this  account 
fall  ftiort  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's,  about  fixty  years  later.  "  That  the  cod  and  ling  fifhery  of 
**  thofe  four  provinces  amounts  yearly  10  a  million  of  guilders,  or  one  hundred  thoufand 
**  pounds  fterling,  as  then  reckoned ; — their  falmon  filhing  in  Holland  and  Zealand  to  four 
**  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  or  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  yearly. 

•*  That,  notwithftanding  the  great  ground  which  England  had  gained  on  the  Netherlands 
♦•  in  the  preceding  century,  their  woollen  manufafture  was  ftill  very  great,  although  their 
"  own  wool  be  very  coarfe,  compared  to  that  of  England  and  of  Spain,  as  at  Boiflcduc,  Delft, 
•*  Haarlem,  Leyden,  and  Amfterdam,  they  then  made  above  twelve  thoufand  pieces  of  cloth 
*•  and  ferges,  &c.  at  each  place;  alfo  at  Ypres,  where  was  the  very  fine  and  ancient  hall  for 
**  woollen  cloth  ;  at  St.  Winnoxberg,  Courtray,  Menin,  Tiel,  and  Lifle,"  which  laft  city 
he  efteemed  the  next  in  commerce  after  Antwerp  and  Amfterdam,  "  Tournay,  Mons,  Va- 
**  lenciennes,"  wh^re,  befidc  woollen  cloths,  they  make  great  quantities  of  taffeties,  &c. 
**  Maubeuge,  Enghien,  &c.  make  fine  tapeftries. 

**  Linen  cloth,  according  to  Guicciardini,  was  made  at  Boiflcduc,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
"  thoufand  pieces  yearly,  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns ;  alfo  at  Nivelle,  five  leagues 
**  from  BrufiTels,  they  make  great  quantities  of  very  fine  cambrick";  as  alfo  at  Cambray,  which 
«•  originally  gave  name  to  that  fine  manufafture."  And  we  may  add  a  probable  conjefture, 
that  diaper  took  its  name  from  Ypres,  /.  e.  Tolle  (TYpres. — "  At  Courtray  they  made  fine 
**  linen  for  the  table. — At  Tiel  linen  cloth  and  buckrams. — At  Ghent,  the  cloth  named  from 
**  that  time,  Gheniing,  in  immenfe  quantities ;  alfo  fine  linen  of  many  forts,  woollen  alfo, 
**  and  tapeftries,  fuftians,  buckrams,  &c. — At  Boifleduc  great  quantities  of  knives,  fine  pins, 
**  mercery,  &c." 

At  the  fame  time,  fpeaking  again  of  the  commerce  of  Amfterdam^he  fays,  *'  that  fhips  are 
**  conftantly  feen  in  great  numbers  coming  in  and  going  out,  not  only  to  and  from  other  parts 
•<  of  the  Netherlands,  but  of  France,  England,  Germany,  Spain,  Portugal,  Poland,  Livonia, 
"  Norway,  Sweden,  &c."  He  obferves,  •*  that  Veer,  (named  alfo  Campveer,  or  Terveer) 
•<  in  Zealand,  owes  its  principal  commerce  to  its  being  the  ftaplc  port  for  all  the  Scotifh  Ihip- 
**  ping,  and  fo  has  been  for  a  long  feries  of  years."  And  Guicciardini,  in  conclufion,  pays 
the  province  of  Holland  the  following  fine  compliment,  viz.  **  it  has  no  wine  growing  in  it, 
•*  yet  they  have  great  plenty  of  that  liquor ; — nor  flax  of  their  own  growth,"  this  is  not  the 
cafe  at  prefcnt,  *•  yet  make  the  fineft  linen  of  any  in  the  univerfe. — Tliey  have  no  wool, 

*'  (cither 
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1560  "  (cither  in  good  quality  or  quantity)  yet  make  infinite  quantities  of  good  cloth. — They  grow 

"  no  timber,  yet  they  ufe  more  for' (hips,  dykes,  &c.  than  perhaps  all  the  reft  of  Europe  to- 

"  gether."     And  here  let  us  add  what  Sir  William  Temple  fays  further  by  way  of  encomium 

on  Holland,  above  one  hundred  years  later,  viz.  "  never  any  country  traded  fo  much,  and 

*'  confumed  fo  little.     They  buy  infinitely,  but  it  is  to  fell  again. — They  are  the  great  maf- 

**  tcrs  of  the  Indian  fpices  and  Perfian  filks,  yet  wear  plain  woollen,  and  feed  upon  their  own 

**  filh  and  roots. — They  fell  the  fincft  of  their  own  cloth  to  France,  and  buy  coarfe  cloth  out 

**  of  England  for  their  own  wear. — They  fend  abroad  the  beft  of  their  own  butter,  and  buy 

*•  the  cheapeft  out  of  Ireland,  or  the  north  of  England,  for  their  own  ufe.— In  fhort,  they 

*•  furnifli  infinite  luxury,  which  they  never  praftice,  and  traffic  in  pleafures  which  they  never 

**  tafte.'* 

"  Thus,"  fays  their  own  great  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  "  are  diligence,  vl- 
**  gilanc^,  valour,  and  frugality  not  only  natural  to  the  Hollanders  tlVemfelves,  but,  by  the 
**  nature  of  their  country,  are  communicated  to  all  foreigners  who  inhabit  amongft  them." 

In  the  late  learned  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman's  preface  to  Anderfon's  Diplomatum  et  Numif- 
matum  Scotiae  Thefaurus,  p.  73,  we  find  that,  in  this  year  1560,  one  pound  of  Englifhfilver 
coin,  or  money,  was  equal  to  five  Scotifh  pounds  ;  and  he  adds,  mlrandum  vera  eft  quantls  ab 
eo  tempore  au^ibus^  et  quam  prectpiti  gradu  ntineta  apudnos  valor  percrever it ,  i.€,  *'  and  it  is 
"  truly  flrange  or  wonderful  to  obferve,  after  this  time,  how-quick  the  progrefs  was  of  the 
"  enhancement  of  the  nominal  value  of  our  money;  for,  five  years  after,  in  the  year  1565, 
*^  th&  proportion  between  the  value  of  the  nominal  pounds  of  the  two  nations  was  become  as 
•*  fix  is  to  one." 

In  this  fame  year,  according  to  the  judicious  Miflclden,  in  his  Circle  of  Commerce,  p.  55, 
printed  in  1623,  in  quarto,  Queen  Elizabeth,  (it  being  the  fecond  year  of  her  reign)  by  her 
charter  confirmed  all  former  charters  of  privileges  to  the  company  of  the  Merchant-adven- 
tuxcrs  of  England.  This  author  affirn^s,  *'  that  he  took  fpecial  pains  in  the  perufal  of  all 
*'  charters  and  grants  to  this  company."  Moreover,  Wheeler,  in  the  book  often  already 
quoted,  confirmed  this,  and  adds,  "  that  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  them  two  other  ample 
**  charters,  viz.  one  in  the  fixth  and  another  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  reign,  in  the 
"  former  of  which  (viz.  her  fixth  year)  they  firft  had  the  defignation  of  merchant-advent 
"  turers  given  them." 

The  fame  year,  the  Queen  granted  by  charter  to  the  merchants  of  Exeter,  by  the  title  of 
The  Governor,  Confuls,  and  Society  of  Merchant-adventurers  of  Exeter,  an  exclufive  trade 
to  France ;  which  privilege  was  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourth  year  of  King 
James  I.  cap.  ix.  in  the  year  1606,  which  extended  only  to  their  own  city. 

Sigifmund,  King  of  Poland,  being  at  war  with  Ruflia,  wrote,  in  this  year  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, exhorting  her,  not  to  permit  her  fubjefts  to  trade  to  Ruflia  by  the  way  of  Narva,  as 
they  thereby  fiirniflied  his  enemies  with  arts,  arms,  and  other  neceflaries ;  and  he  threa- 
tened fuch  Ihips  as  fhould  fo  trade  with  his  utmoft  refentment.  But  his  threatenings  on  this 
and  another  famous  occafion,  hereafter  to  be  exhibited,  were  very  little  regarded  by  her. 

Eric  XIV.  King  of  Sweden,  taking  advantage  of  the  fore  deprcflion  of  tlie  German  Knights 

of  the  Ciofs  by  the  Ruffians,  accepted  of  the  requeft  of  the  town  of  Revel  and  of  the  country 

•  adjacent,  to  take  them  under  his  protedlion,  whereby  Sweden  firll  got  footing  in  Livonia ; 

and  by  the  acquifition  of  that  fine  country,  which  Sweden  held  till  the  former  part  of  the 

pxefent  eighteenth  century,  its  commerce,  wealth,  and  power  were  confiderably  incrcafeJ. 

P  2  In 
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t.561       In  the  very  next  year,  the  Poles,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Mufcovites  having,  in  their  turns, 
gradually  depreffed  the  power,  and  greatly  leilened  the  dominions  of  the  Teutonic  Order  in 
Livonia,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  longer  to  Withfiand  their  more  powerful  enemies,. the  Great  Maf- 
ter  of  that  order,  Gottard  Ketler,  refigned  that  part  of  Livonia  which  remained  to  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  Poles,  after  that  order  had  held  it  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  years,  accord- 
ing to  Thuanus,  lib.  28.  who  adds,  "  That  the  refigning  of  the  records,  the  great  crofs  of 
•*  the  Order,  the  archives,  the  keys  of  the  gates  and  callle  of  Riga,  and  all  other  prerogatives 
"  into  the  hands  of  the  Poles  by  the  faid  Grand-Mafter  was  a  fad  fpcftac?le,  and  could  not  be 
**  feen  by  any  lovers  of  the  German  name  without  tears."     On  this  refignation  of  Ketler,  he 
was,  inftead  of  Livonia,  invefled  by  King  Sigifmund  with  the  fovereignty  of  Courland  and 
Semigallia,  under  the  title  of  duke,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  holding  the  fame  of  the  crown  of 
Poland ;  or,  in  other  words,  Ketler  finding  he  could  no  longer  hold  the  whole,  was  glad  to 
capitulate  with  King  Sigifmund'for  only  part  of  it,  with  a  hereditary  title,  in  imitation  of  what 
Albert  of  Brandenburg  had  done  in  relation  to  Pruflia,  in  the  year  1525;   and  alfo  with  the 
liberty  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  then  already  generally  profefled  there,  and  which  Ketler  him- 
felf  had  before  embraced.     And  thus  the  Germanic  empire  loft  its  remaining  fief  in  Livonia, 
as,  thirty-fix  years  before,  it  had  fupinely  loft  that  of  Pruflia ;  and  all  that  now  teftifies  thofc 
two  provinces  to  have  been  German  fiefs,  is,  befide  records,  the  prevalence  of  the  German 
language,  which  continues  to  this  day. 

The  Hamburghers  ftrll  maintaining  their  claim  to  an  cxclufive  jurifdiftion  or  fovereignty 
on  the  river  Elbe,  h?d,  in  fupport  of  it,  feized  on  a  Danifti  (hip,  and  denied  to  King  Frede- 
rick IL  of  Denmark  the  reftitution  of  the  veflel ;  that  King  therefore,  in  the  year  1561,  feized 
on  all  Hamburg  fhips  in  the  Danifh  ports,  and,  after  much  difpute,  obliged  that  city  to  pay 
him  forty  thoufand  guilders  for  fatisfaftion. 

Dr.  Howell,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  World,  vol.  ii.  p.  222,  relates,  "  That  Queen  Eliza- 
"  beth,  in  this  third  year  of  her  reign,  was  prefented  with  a  pair  of  black  knit  filk  ftockings 
*'  by  her  filk-woman,  Mrs.  Mountague,  and  thenceforth  fhe  never  wore  cloth  ones  any  more.'* 
This  eminent  author  adds,  **  That  King  Henry  VIIL  that  magnificent  and  expenfive  Prince,. 
"  wore  ordinarily  cloth  hofc,  except  there  came  from  Spain,  by  great  chance,  a  pair  of  filk 
•*  ftockings ;  for  Spain  very  early  abounded  in  filk.  His  fon,  King  Edward  VL  was  prefent- 
"  ed  with  »  pair  of  long  Spanifti  filk  ftockings  by  his  merchant.  Sir  Thomas  Grelham,  and 
«•  the  prefent  was  then  much  taken  notice  of."  Thus  it  is  plain,  that  the  invention  of  knit 
filk  ftockings  originally  came  from  Spain.  Others  relate,  that  one  William  Rider,  an  appren- 
tice on  London-bridge,  feeing,  atthehoufeof  an  Italian  merchant,  a  pair  of  knit  worfted 
ftockings  from  Mantua,  made,  with  great  fkill,  a  pair  exaftly  like  them,  which  he  prefented, 
in  the  year  1564,  to  William  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  were  the  firft  of  that  kind  worn  in  Eng- 

Und. 

Rapin  and  others  relate,  that  there  was  happily  difcovered  in  England,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  near  Kefwick,  a  mine  of  pure  copper,  which  had  been  negleftcd  many  ages,  fays 
Camden.  Andat  the  fame  time  there  was  found,  in  great  abundance,  the  ftone  called  lapis 
calamtnarisy  or  talamy  ftone,  fo  neceflary  for  brafs  works,  that  is,  for  turning  copper  into  brafs. 
"  Neither  had  Queen  Elizabeth  now  any  need,  as  her  father  and  predeceffors  had,  to  hire  fhips 
•*  for  her  ufe  from  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  Dantzick,  Genoa,  and  Venice,  fhe  having  provided 
^  the  beft  aj^inted  navy  that  ever  Britain  had  feen.   Her  wealthieft  fubjefts  alfo  built  fhips  for 

"  war. 
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1561  "  war,  in  imitation  of  her,  with  great  alacrity ;  infomuch,  that  her  own  navy,  joined  with 
"  her  fubjeds  (hipping,  was  able  to  fend  out  twenty  thoufand  fighting  men  for  fea-fervice.'* 

Camden  adds,  '•  That  the  country  people,  lince  licence  was  granted  for  exporting  of  grain, 
"  began  to  ply  their  hufbandry  more  diligently  than  formerly,  by  breaking  up  grounds  which 
"  had  remained  untilled  beyond  all  memory  of  man." 

According  to  Gerard  Malynes*s  Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce,  p.  93,  printed  in  quarto, 
in  i623i  •*  Queen  Elizabeth  granted,  in  the  third  year  o(  her  reign,  a  new  charter  of  confir- 
**  mation  to  the  Corporation  of  tlie  Mayor  and  Conftables  of  the  Staple  of  England,  of  all 
"  fuch  privileges  and  liberties  as  they  did,  might,  or  ought  to  have  enjoyed,  one  year  before 
•*  the  lofs  of  Calais,  by  grant,  charter,  law,  prefcription,  or  cuftom,  notwithftanding  any 
"  non-ufer,  abufer,  &c."  This  treatife  was  written  againft  Miflelden's  Circle  of  Commerce, 
which  defended  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company  againft  Malynes. — Thofe  difputes  arc 
long  fince  become  obfolcte. 

The  French  feem  to  have  traded  very  early  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  and  its  neighbourhood; 
for  in  the  fecond  volume  p.  189,  part  ii,  of  Hakluyt's  Voyages,  the  writer  of  an  Englifli  voyage 
to  Guinea,  in  the  year  1591,  fays,  that  about  thirty  years  before  that  time,  the  French  traded 
from  the  ports  of  Norma^idy  to  the  river  Gambia  with  four  or  five  (hips  annually. 

1562  Some  French  alfo,  aflifted  by  the  Admiral  Chaftilloii,  (or  Coligny)  made  an  attempt  in 
1562,  to  fettle  and  fortify  in  Florida;  but  not  being  fupportcd  from  home,  they  were  forced 
to  abandon  that  efiterprize,  being  almoft  famiflied  for  want  of  provifions,  in  the  year  1564, 
after  remaining  in  Florida  two  fummers  and  one  winter.  They  again  attempted,  as  will  be 
more  fully  feen,  to  fettle  in  Florida  in  the  years  1564-5,  and  1567  ;  but  being  moftly  Proteft- 
ants,  defigned  by  that  admiral  to  get  a  footing  there,  they  were  in  part  cruelly  deftroyed  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  partly  alfo  through  inteftinc  divifions,  and  not  being  well  fupported  from 
France,  by  reafon  of  the  civil  war  in  that  kingdom ;  all  which  circumftances  tended  to  put  an 
end  to  that  defign. 

"  The  fame  year,  the  French  Admiral  Coligny  encouraged  a  projeft  for  a  fettlement  on  the 
"  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  Africa,"  fays  Mezerai,  **  near  Mozambique  or  Melinda,  to  ferve  as  a  re- 
**  treatfor  the  French,  in  carrying  on  the  trade  of  Africa  and  Eaft  India,  as  was  praftifed  by 
*'  the  Portuguefe.  For  that  end  three  fliips,  with  twelve  hundred  foldiers,  were  fent  out: 
•*  but  they  were  Ihipwrecked  on' the  ifle  of  Madeira;  and  after  a  fcuffle  with  the  Portuguefe 
•*  there,  they  returned  to  France,  without  further  purfuing  their  original  defign." 

Mr.  John  Hawkins,  aflifted  by  the  fubfcriptions  of  feveral  gentlemen,  now  fitted  out  three 
Ihips,  the  largcft  being  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  and  the  fmalleft  but  forty  tons,  and 
having  learned  that  negroes  were  a  very  good  commodity  in  Hifpaniola,  he  failed  to  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  and  took  in  negroes,  and  failed  with  them  for  Hifpaniola,  where  he  fold  his  ne- 
groes and  Englifh  commodities,  and  loaded  home  his  three  veflels  with  hides,  fugar,  and  gin- 
ger, and  alfo  many  pearls  ;  returning  in  the  year  1563,  after  making  a  profperous  voyage.— 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  very  firft  attempt  from  England  for  any  negro  trade. 

1563  The  Ruflia  Company  did  not  as  yet  lofe  fight  of  their  trade  into  Perfia  by  the  way  of  Ruflia; 
for,  in  this  year,  they  fent  three  of  their  agents  to  the  Perfian  court  at  Calbin,  on  the  bufinefs 
of  their  traffic. 

In  vol.  XV.  p.  631,  &c.  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  truce,  in  this  fame  year,  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  fomewbat  in  the  Scotifh  diale£t,  for  the  panifhment  of  thefts,  robberies,  &c. 
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1563  on  the  borders  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  whereby  the  following  valuations  or  prices  for  ftolen 
cattle  were  fettled,  viz. 

Every  ox,  above  four  years  old,   to  be  valued  at  40  j.  ftcrling. 

Every  cow  -  "  -  -         21^  30 

Every  ox  above  two  years  old,  -  •       at  30 

Every  young  cow,  above  two  years  old,         -         at  20 
Every  other  beaft,  above  two  years  old,  -       at  10 

Every  old  ftieep,  -  -  -        at    6 

{N.  B-  A  hog,  in  the  old  Scotifli 
fenfe,  is  a  young  Iheep  of  about 
a  year  old. 

Every  old  fwine,  above  a  year  old 

Every  young  fwine. 

Every  gaet,  (/.  e.  goat)  above  a  year  old. 

Every  young  gaet,  or  goat,  -  - 

N.  B.  In  this  fame  truce  there  is  mention  made  ("inter  alia  J  of  a  mulft  of  one  penny  Scots 
for  every  fheep  found  feeding  without  the  bounds  of  cither  realm  refpeftively  ;  which  Ihews, 
that  at  this  time,  there  was  ftill  fuch  a  real  coin  as  a  penny  Scots,  though  long  fince  forgot. 

By  an  ordinance  of  this  fame  year,  being  the  fifth  of  Elizabeth,  when  the  price  of  wheat 
does  not  exceed  ten  {hillings,  rye,  peas,  and  beans  eight  fhillings,  and  malt  fix  (hillings  and 
eight-pence  per  quarter,  they  may  be  exported  by  Englifh  fhipping.  This  fhews  that  thofe 
prices  were  then  efteemed  fo  moderate,  that  for  the  benefit  of  farmers,  they  might  be  exported. 
Thus  we  fee,  tljat  the  rates  of  provifions,  and  confequently  of  living,  are  confiderably  advan- 
ced, fince  the  coins  were  reduced  to  the  modern  weight,  &c. 

In  tliis  fifth  year  of  Elizabeth,  cap.  3.  was  the  firft  flatute  enafted  in  England  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  (See  the  year  1597.)  For,  whereas  all  the  afts  of  Parliament  hitherto,  were  only 
on  the  principle  of  voluntary  contributions  for  tlie  poor,  refling  or  depending  on  the  charita- 
ble devotion  of  the  people,  which  method  had  not  anfwered  the  intended  purpofe,  nor  pre- 
vented common  beggars  from  multiplying  every  where ;  it  was  qow  therefore  found  neccifary 
to  go  a  ftep  further.  It  is  certain,  that  the  fuppreffion  of  the  convents  had  not  a  little  increa- 
fed  tliis  diforder  ;  thofe  houfes  having  been  a  great  relief  to  the  poor  on  their  own  lands,  and 
in  their  neighbourhood,  to  whom  not  only  their  kitchens  but  their  granaries  were  ever  open, 
more  efpecially  in  times  of  dearth.  When  therefore  the  church-lands  were,  by  King  Henry 
the  Eighth,  fold  at  fuch  eafy  purchafes,  it  was  then  declared  to  be  for  the  charitable  purpofe 
of  enabling  the  buyers  to  keep  up  that  wonted  hofpitality ;  which,  however,  they  greatly  nc- 
glefted  to  do  :  yet  flill  there  was  no  compulfory  law  till  the  period  now  before  us.  This  aft, 
therefore,  after  •*  direfting  poor  and  impotent  perfons  of  every  parifh  to  be  relieved,  of  that 

which  every  perfon  will,  of  their  charity,  give  weekly,  to  be  gathered  by  colleftors,  and 

diftributed  to  the  poor,  fo  as  none  of  them  (hall  openly  go  or  fit  begging :"  (now  comes 
the  compulfory  claufc)  **  and  if  any  parifhioner  fhall  obftinately  refufe  to  pay  reafonably  to- 
**  wards  the  relief  of  the  faid  poor,  or  fliall  difcourage  others,  then  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 
*'  at  their  quarter  feflions,  may  tax  him  to  a  reafonable  weekly  fum,  which,  if  he  refufes  to 
•**  pay,  they  may  commit  him  to  prifon  :  yet,  where  the  parifhes  have  more  poor  than  they 
^*  can  relieve,  the  juftices  may  licence  fo  many  of  their  poor  as  they  (hall  think  good,  to  beg 
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1563  **  in  one  or  more  hundreds  of  the  rcfpcftive  county.     Laftly,  beggars,  in  any  other  place  thaa 
'*  where  legally  licenfed,  were  to  be  puniihed  according  to  the  laws  againft  vagabonds." 

The  next  llatute  of  this  lame  feflion  of  Parliament,  viz,  cap.  4.  entitled,  A  Repeal  of  fa 
much  of  former  Statutes  as  concern  the  hiring,  keeping,  departing,  working,  or  order  of  Ser- 
vants, Labourers,  &c.  and  a  Declaration  who  ftiall  be  compellable  to  ferve  in  Handicrafts^ 
and  who  in  Hufbandry,  and  their  feveral  Duties,  &c.  gives  the  fubftance  of  many  former  laws, 
with  their  imperfeflions  and  contrariety;  and  remarks,  "  That  the  wages  afcertained  in  many 
of  thefe  afts  of  Parliament  were  now  become  infufficient,  by  rpafon  of  the  advanced  prices 
of  all  neceffaries  fince  thofe  times."  Yet,  as  large  and  comprehenfive  as  this  aft  is,  which, 
as  to  much  of  it,  is  ftiil  in  force,  there  are  feveral  fubfequent  ftatutes,  both  in  this  and  fuc- 
ceeding  reigns,  for  the  regulating  of  difputes  between  mafters  and  their  fervants,  apprentices, 
and  labourers,  concerning  their  wages,  time  of  labour,  &c. 

The  next  law,  cap.  v.  of  that  year,  entitled,  Conftitutions  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Navy,  &c.  contains  many  good  claufes  for  the  encouragement  of  our  own  fhipping  and  mari* 
ners :  as, 

"  I.  By  permitting  herrings,  and  otlier  filh  caught  on  our  coafls,  to  be  exported,  duty 
**  free, 

•*  II.  That  no  foreign  fliips  fhall  carry  any  goods  coaft-wife  from  one  Englilh  port  to 
•'  another. 

**  III.  Wines  and  woad  (hall  be  imported  from  France  in  Englifh  fhipping  alone,"  with 
fome  inconfiderable  exceptions. 

"  IV.  That,  as  well  for  the  maintenance  of  (hipping,  the  increafe  of  fifhermen  and  mari- 
**  ners,  and  the  repairing  of  port-towns,  as  for  the  fparing  and  increafe  of  the  flefh  viftual 
of  the  realm,  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  to  eat  fle(h  on  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays,  under 
the  forfeiture  of  three  pounds  for  each  offence,  excepting  cafes  of  licknefs,  and  alfo  thofe 
by  fpecial  licences  to  be  obtained."     (This  purely  political  fafting  from  fle(h-meat  was  part- 
ly altered  by  cap.  2.  of  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  this  Queen,  by  leaving  out  Wednefdays  ; 
yet,  by  the  fame  aft,  no  viftuallers  were  to  utter  flefh  in  Lent,  nor  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays.) 
For  which  faid  licences,  obtained  by  peers,  they  were  to  pay  one  pound  fix  fhillings  and 
eight-pence  to  the  poors-box  of  the  parifh;  by  knights  and  their  wives,  thirteen  (hillings 
and  four-pence ;  and  by  others,  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  each.— But  no  licence  was  to 
extend  to  the  eating  of  beef,  on  thofe  days,  at  any  time  of  the  year/*   (this  (hews,  that  in 
thofe  times,  black  cattle  were  deemed  fcarce)  **  nor  to  the  eating  of  veal,  in  any  year,  from 
Michaelmas  to  the  firft  day  of  May.     But  becaufe,"   adds  this  ftatute,    "  no  perfon  fhall 
mif-judge  the  intent  of  this  ftatute,  be  it  enafted.  That  whoever  fhall,  by  preaching,  teach- 
ing, writing,  or  open  fpeech,  notify,  that  any  eating  of  fifh,  or  forbearing  of  flefh,  men- 
tioned in  this  ftatute,  is  of  any  neceflity  for  the  faving  of  the  foul  of  man,  or  that  it  is  the 
fervice  of  God,  otherwife  than  as  other  politic  laws  are  and  be ;  then  fuch  perfons.  (hall  be 
puni(hed  as  fpreaders  of  falfe  news  ought  to  be." 

The  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefcnt  State  of  England,  printed  in  oftavo,  in  the  year  1683, 

p.  77,  acquaints  us,  **  That  the  firft  making  of  knives  in  England  was  begun  in  this  year 

*'  1563,  by  one  Thomas  Mathews  on  Fleet-bridge,  in  London."     How  ftrangely  are  things 

^^jaltfred  fince  thofe  times  !  for  now  London  excels  all  the  earth  in  this  refpcft,  and  fupplies 

many  other  nations  with  this  ufeful  article,  in  great  quantities. 
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1564      Many  good  laws  had  been  lately  made  in  England,  efpecially  fincc  the  acccflion  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  for  the  employment  of  its  people,  by  improving  the  woollen  manufafture,  fo  as  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  Toreign  manufaftures  from  interfering  with  our  own  :  this  was  cf- 
fefted  by  eftablifliing  feveral  new  manufaftures,  and  improving  many  of  the  old  ones  ;  parti- 
cularly an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  Queen's  reign,  cap.  7.  ftriSly  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
any  girdles,  rapiers,  knives,  flicaths,  hilts,  pummels,  lockets,  chapes,  fcabbards,  horfe  furniture 
of  all  kinds,  gloves,  points,  ftirrups,  bits,  leather,  laces,  and  pins.     Thefe  wife  regulations  and 
improvements  greatly  alarmed  the  Netherlanders ;  the  city  of  Antwerp,  in  particular,  became 
quite  enraged  to  fee  the  Englifli  taking  fuch  large  flrides  towards  an  univerfally  extended  com- 
merce.    Moreover,  the  railing  the  cuftom  on  cloth  exported  to  the  Netherlands,  and  of  mer- 
chandize imported  from  thence  into  England,  had  given  great  offence  to  the  Netherlanders.— 
All  which,  and  limilar  confiderations,  induced  the  Duchefs  of  Parma,  in  the  year  1563,  then 
Governefs  of  the  Netherlands,  (through  the  inftigation  of  Cardinal  Granvelle,  who  forefeeing 
'  a  war  was  about  to  be  kindled  in  the  Netherlands,  was  defirous  to  remove  the  Englifh,  as  be- 
ing favourable  to  the  Proteftants,  who  already  tegan  to  be  numerous  in  thofe  parts)  to  iffue 
her  proclamation  for  prohibiting  the  carrying  into  England  any  materials  for  the  manufaftures 
above-mentioned.     That  Princefs  alfo,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  above  prohibition  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  but  under  pretext  of  the  plague,  which  at  that  time  raged  in  England,  pro- 
hibited the  importation  of  Englilh  woollen  goods  into  the  Netherlands,    In  this  year,  therefore, 
the  EngliiTi  company  of  Merchant-adventurers  were  compelled  to  carry  their  woollen  cloths  to 
.    Embden'in  EaftFriefland;  where,  for  awhile,  they  kept  their  ftaple,  entirely  deferting  the 
Netherlands.     Whereupon,  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain  abfolutely  prohibited  all  his  fubjeSs 
from  trading  with  the  Englifh  at  Embden :  yet,  in  the  end.  Queen  Elizabeth's  fteadinefs  got 
the  better  of  all  oppolition ;  for  Philip,  knowing  that  the  true  intercft  of  his  Netherland  fub- 
je£ts  required  peace  and  commerce  with  Ejigland,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  admit  the  Englifli 
ambaflTadors  to  a  treaty  at  Bruges,  to  revoke  all  his  prohibitions  to  the  contrary,  and  to  re- 
admit the  Englifli  to  trade  with  the  Netherlands  as  formerly,  on  the  bottom  of  the  Intercurfus 
Magnus.     Camden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  relates,  that  our  general  trade  with 
the,  Netherlands  was,  at  this  time,  fo  vaft^  as  to  amount  to  twelve  millions  of  ducats ;  five 
millions  of  which  was  for  Englifli  cloth  alone. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  640,  of  the  Foedera,  Queen  Elizabeth  concluded  a  general  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce  with  Charles  IX.  of  France  ;  the  commercial  part  of  which  treaty  was 
exaSly  the  fame  with  that  concluded  in  the  year  1559. 

And  in  the  fame  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  644,  King  Charles  IX.  of  France,  in 
the  ratification  of  tlie  laft-named  treaty,  ftipulates  to  pay  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  at  Dover,  fixty 
thoufand  French  crowns  of  the  fun,  each  weighing  two  pennyweights  and  fourteen  grains  of 
gold,  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  carrats  fine,  each  valued  at  fifty-one  fols  tournois;  or  elfe  to 
pay  an  equivalent  in  Englifli  anglets,  (that  is,  nobles  of  fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence  each) 
weighing  three  pennyweights  twenty-two  grains  of  gold  ;  in  confequence  of  which  payment, 
the  Queen  was  to  releafe  two  of  the  four  French  noblemen  then  her  prifoners ;  and  fix  weeks 
after,  flie  was  to  releafe  the  other  two,  upon  King  Charles  paying  another  fum  of  fixty  thou- 
fand gold  crowns  to  her  commiilioners  at  Calais.  Thefe  four  French  noblemen  were  hofta- 
ges  with  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the  treaty  of  1559  with  King  Henry  II.  of  France,  for  his  deli- 
vering up  Calais  to  Queen  Elizabeth  in  eight  years  time,  as  related  under  that  year. 

Baron 
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1564      Baron  Puffendorf,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  relates,  **  That  about  this  time,"  (for  he  is 
too  rcgardlcfs  of  chronology)  "  in  a  fea- fight  between  the  fleet  of  Eric  XIV.  King  of  Sweden, 
**  who  reigned  between  the  years  1559  and  1568,  and  that  of  King  Frederick  11.  of  Denmark, 
«*  the  Swedifh  fleet  confifted  of  forty  (hips,  their  admiral  fhip  mounting  two  hundred  brafs 
"  cannon ;  which  huge  fhip  being  feparatcd  from  the  reft  of  that  fleet  by  a  ftorm,  fuftaincd 
**  alone  the  attack  of  the  whole  Danifh  fleet,  joined  by  that  of  Lubeck,  and  funk  the  admiral 
*'  of  the  latter  by  her  fide.     But  being  at  length  furrounded  and  overpowered  by  the  enemy's 
**  fleet,  flie  was  fet  on  fire,  and  totally  deftroyed."     This  is  probably  the  firft,  and  it  is  as 
likely  will  be  the  faft  vcflel  of  fuch  an  enormous  fize.     The  Hollanders,  in  the  zenith  of  their 
naval  power  and  glory,  feldom  or  never  went  beyond  ninety  cannon  for  their  firft-rate  (hips 
of  war;  and  it  feems  more  for  the  fake  of  fhow  thanfqr  folid  advantage,  that  both  the  Eng- 
lifli  and  French  have  run  into  an  higher  number  of  cannon.     We  roflay  in  this  place  remark, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  northern  crowns  increafed  their  correfpondence  with  the  nations  of 
the  more  foutbcirn  parts  of  Europe,  they  improved  in  their  naval  ftrength  and  commerce  ;  and 
in  nearly  the  fame  proportion  did  the  Hanfeatic  towns  decline  in  both  refpefts,  cfpecially  thofc 
within  the  Baltic  Sea.     Mr-  ^urchet,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  obfcrves,    "  That  as  Denmark 
^'  poflcflcs  many  iflands,  and  a  large  extent  of  country  along  the  ocean,  the  Danes  have,  for 
*•  many  ages,  had  a  confiderable  naval  force."     Whereupon,  he  inftances  the  above-named, 
which  he  calls  fignal  vi£lory  over  the  Swedilh  fleet,  and  their  admiral  Ihip  of  two  hundred 
cannon,,  which,  he  fays,  was  called  the  Noncfuch.     He  adds,  that,  a  little  before,  King  Chrif- 
tian  III.  at  the  inftances  of  the  French  King,  Henry  H.  aided  the  Scots  againft  England  with 
a  fleet  of  one  hundred  fail,  manned  with  ten  thoufand  men ;  which  tranfadtion  is,  however, 
very  flightly  touched  by  moft  EngWh  hiftorians. 

Sir  William  Monfon,  who  wrote  his  Naval  Trafts  in  the  year  1635,  has  the  following  hif- 
torical  remark  o.n  that  fubjeft,  viz.  *'  Till  of  late,  which,  perhaps,"  fays  he,  **  few  will  believe, 
**  the  greatcft  part  of  our  ftiips  of  burthen  was  either  bought  or  built  out  of  the  Eaft  Coun- 
••  try,"  (t.  e.  the  ports  on  tlie  fouth-fide  of  the  Baltic  Sea)  *'  who  likewifc  enjoyed  thegreateft 
*•  trade  of  our  merchants  in  their  own  veflels.  And,  to  bid  adieu  to  that  trade,  and  thofe  ftiips, 
•*  the  Jefus  of  Lubeck,  a  veflcl  of  great  burthen  and  ftrength  in  thofc  days,  ♦ras  the  laft  fliip 
•*  bought  by  the  Queen  ;  which,  in  the  year  1564,  was  caft  away  in  the  port  of  St.  John  dc 
*'  Ulva,  in  New  Spain,  under  Sir  John  Hawkins." 

The  following  charter  was  the  firft  proper  one  granted  to  tne  Company  of  Merchant-adven- 
turers of  England,  fo  as  to  conftitute  them  a  body-politic,  or  corporation  at  home  or  in  Eng- 
land.    It  is  dated  on  the  eighth  of  July,  in  the  fixth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  and  flic  here- 
by grants  them  their  firft  common-feal, — perpetual  fucceflion, — liberty  to  purchafe  lands, — 
and  to  cxercife  government  in  any  part  of  England.     **  But,"  adds  the  Queen,  "  if  any  free- 
**  man  of  this  company  (hall  marry  a  wife  born  beyond  fea,  in  a  foreign  country,  or  ftiall  hold 
*'  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  in  Holland,  Zealand,  Brabant,  Flanders,  Germany, 
**  or  other  places  near  adjoining,  he  (hall  be,  Ipfo  fafio^  disfranchifed  of  and  from  the  faid 
*•  fellowfliip  of  Merchant-adventurers,  and  be  utterly  excluded  from  the  privileges  tliereof." 
Wheeler,  as  already  obferved,  under  the  year  1560,  remarks,  that  this  charter  gave  them  firft 
the  name  of  Merchant-adventurers  of  England,  that  is,  as  an  Englifli  corporation  of  that 
name;  for  in  a  charter  or  grant  of  privileges  from  King  Henry  VH.  in  the  year  1505,  we 
have  feen  them  called  by  that  name,  though  not  then,  nor  till  now,  a  proper  corporation  in 
England. 
Vol.  11.  Q^  la 
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1564.  In  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fixth  year  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  9.  and  in  the  year  1707,  for 
the  Exportation  of  white  Woollen  Cloths,  it  is  therein  faid,  **  That  in  the  fixth  year  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,"  being  the  year  of  our  Lord  1^564,  **  a  patent  was  granted  to  the  Hamburg  Com- 
"  pany  for  ever,  with  liberty  to  export  thirty  thoufand  cloths,  though  not  wrought  or  dref- 
**  fed;  whereof  twenty-five  thoufand  to  be  above  the  value  of  three  pounds,  and  under  the 
'*  value  of  fix  pounds  per  cloth;  and  the  other  five  tlioufand  to  be  above  the  value  of  four 
*'  pounds  per  cloth." 
1565  The  French  Admiral  Coligny,  again  excites  Charles  IX.  of  France  to  renew  two  former 
attempts  to  fettle  a  colony  in  Florida;  for  which  end  Laudonier  was  fcnt  thither  in  three Ihips,. 
with  people  and  ncceflaries  ;  and  he  there  ere£led  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  May,  whicb 
fort  he  named  Caroline,  from  the  name  of  his  King.  The  next  year  Ribault  was  fent  thither; 
but  fix  large  Spanifh  fhips  coming  on  that  coaft,  purpofely  fitted  out  from  Spain  for  deftroying^ 
this  infant  French  fettlement,  the  French  Ihips  got  to  fea,  and  efcaping  the  Spaniards,  returned 
to  their  fettlement,  and  prepared  to  attack  the  Spanifh  (hips ;  but  a  fudden  ftorm  either  deftroy^ 
ing  or  difperfing  all  the  French  fhips,  encouraged  the  Spaniards  to  attack,  and  finally  to  deftroy 
the  fort,  where  Laudonier  was  left  with  a  few  men,  whom  the  Spaniards  moilly  flew;  al- 
though Laudonier  found  means,  with  a  few  more,  to  efcape  to  France  by  the  way  of  Eng-^- 
land. 

It  appears,  that  the  maritime  ilrength  of  the  Turks  was,  at  this  time,  very  confiderable  ;. 
for  although  they  failed  in  their  attempt  againft  Malta,  which  they  befieged  in  the  year  1565, 
being  forced  in  that  fame  year  to  raife  the  fiege  of  it,  they  had,  in  that  expedition,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  gallies,  twenty  great  fhips,  fucli  as  we  commonly  call  men  of  war,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  fmaller  veffels. — Meterani  Hiftoria  Belgica,  lib*  i. 

The  firfl  new  projeft  in  the  reign  of  Queen' Elizabeth  which  we  meet  with  in  the  Foedera^ 
is  in  vol.  XV.  p.  650 :  it  is  her  exclufive  charter  or  grant  to  Armigill  Wade,  Efq.  and  William 
Herle,  Gent,  for  the  fole  making  of  brimftone  for  thirty  years,  within  the  Queen's  domini- 
ons ;  and  alfo  for  the  fole  making  or  extracting  from  certain  herbs,  roots,  and  feeds,  an  oil 
proper  to  be  ufed  for  wool,  and  for  the  making  and  dreffing  of  woollen  cloth  ;  they  having, 
with  great  labour  and  application,  and  not  a  little  expence,  found  out  thefe  ufeful  fecrcts. — 
Thefc  are  the  firfl  new  and  exclufive  projefts  hitherto  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera  ;  yet  if  none 
had  been  in  the  praftice  of  either  of  them  before  in  England,  we  cannot  fo  properly  term  them 
monopolies,  the  proper  definition  of  which  is,  an  exclufion  of  all  others  from  what  they  had. 
been  in  the  pofiellion  and  pradice  of  till  that  exclufion  took  place. 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Spanilh  Weft  Indies,  farces  a  trafiic  with  the  people 
of  thofe  parts,  and  did  much  mifchief  to  the  Spaniards. 

In  tlic  fame  year.  Queen  Elizabeth,  (after  reciting,  that  Ihe  had  heretofore  granted  licences 
to  certain  Dutch  or  Germans  to  dig  for  alum  and  copperas,  as  well  as  for  gold,  filver,  copper^ 
and  quickfilver,  in  feveral  counties,  grants  two  exclufive  patents  to  Humphreys  and  Shute, 
who  had  brought  into  England  upwards  of  twenty  foreign  workmen,  to  dig  and  fearch  for 
thofe  metals,  and  alfo  for  tin  and  lead,  and  to  refine  the  fame  in  England,  and  within  the 
Englifh  pale  in  Ireland,  This  is  known  to  this  day  by  the  name  of  the  Charter  for  the  Mines- 
Koyal,  incorporated  in  2568.  She  alfo,  the  {ame  year,  grants  them  the  fole  ufe  of  the  calamy 
flone,  or  lapis  calaminarisj  for  the  compofition  of  a  mixed  metal  called  latten,  and  all  forts  of 
battery  works,  caft-work|  and  wire. 

And 
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1565  And  in  the  tenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1568,  that  Queen  incorporated  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon, 
lord-keeper  of  the  great-feal,  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  others,  jointly  with  the  faid 
Humphreys  and  Shute,  by  the  name  and  defignation  of  the  Governors,  Afliftants,  and 
Society  of  the  Mineral  and  Battery  Works  : — Which  charter  of  incorporation  was  made  an  un- 
due ufe  of,  in  a  copper  bubble  of  the  famous  year  1720. 

Before  tliis  undertaking,  it  feems,  that  all  Englifh  iron  wire  was  made  and  drawn  by  hu- 
man ftrength  alone,  in  the  foreft  of  Dean,  and  elfewhere,  until  thofc  foreigners  introduced 
the  manner  of  drawing  by  a  mill:  wherefore,  till  then,  they  neither  could  make  any  great 
quantity  of  fuch  wire,  nor  fo  good  in  quality.  The  greateft  part,  therefore,  of  the  iron  wire 
ufed  in  England,  and  alfo  of  ready-made  wool-cards,  and  fuch  other  things,  were,  till  now, 
imported  from  foreign  parts. 

1566  We  have  fcen  that  King  Henry  VHI.  erefted  a  marine  corporation,  which  has  been  of  An- 
gular utility  to  the  navigation  of  England,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  royal  navy,  and  to  the 
Ihips  and  failors  in  the  merchant  fervice,  entitled,  The  Mailer,  Wardens,  and  Afliftants  of 
the  Trinity  Houfe  at  Deptford-ftrond.  And  by  a  ftatute  of  the  eighth  year  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, cap.  13.  **  They  were  impowered,  at  their  own  cofts,  from  time  to  time,  to  ere£t 
**  fuch  and  fo  many  beacons,  marks,  and  figns  for  the  fea,  in  fuch  places  of  the  fea-fliores 
^^  and  uplands  near  the  fea-coafts,  for  fea-marks^  as  to  them  Ihould  feem  requiiite,  and  to  be 
**  continued  and  renewed  at  their  own  cofts.'* 

By  an  acquittance  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Cofmo  de  Medicis,  Duke  of  Florence,  in  the 
fifteenth  volume,  p.  654,  of  the  Foedera,  for  fixty  thoufand  gold  ducats  or  florins,  formerly 
engaged  to  be  due  to  King  Henry  VIII.  (the  original  ground  of  which  debt  does  not  herein 
appear,  though  poflibly  it  might  be  on  account  of  that  King's  tranfaftions  in  Italy  againft  the 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.)  we  find  this  fum  of  money  was  then  equal  to  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  fterling;  fo  that  a  ducat  or  florin  was  equal  to  five  (hillings  fterling. 

The  Englifh  Ruflia  Company  having,  in  the  preceding  year,  fentfeveral  of  their  faftors  with 
Englilh  cloth,  &c.  from  Ruflia  into  Perfia,  they  found  that  the  Venetians  from  Aleppo,  ufu- 
ally  bartered  their  woollen  cloths  and  kerfies. for  raw  filk,  fpices,  drugs,  &c.  and  that  much 
*'  Venetian  cloth  was  worn  in  Perfia.  They  alfo  obtained  for  our  company,  of  the  Sophy, 
in  this  year,  1566,  an  immunity  from  any  toll  or  cuftom  on  their  merchandise,  and  full  pro- 
tedion  for  their  perfons  and  goods. 

This  faid  Ruflia  Company,  which  had  been  incorporated  in  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Phi- 
lip and  Mary,  in  the  year  1554,  as  has  been  related  at  large,  had  now  the  noble  fan£lion  of  an 
ad  of  Parliament,  which,  though  not  In  the  modern  printed  ftatute-books,  we  find  at  large 
in  the  firft  volume,  p.  369,  of  Hakluyt's  Voyages,  firft  edition,  1598,  in  the  eighth  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign. 

The  grounds  for  granting  this  aft  of  Parliament  were,  in  fubftance, 

I.  That  fundry  fubjefts  of  the  realm,  perceiving  that  divers  Ruflian  wares  and  merchan- 
dize are  now  imported  by  the  faid  fellowfliip,  after  all  their  great  charge  and  travel,  fome  of 
which  be  within  this  realm  of  good  eftimation,  minding,  for  their  peculiar  gain,  utterly  to 
decay  the  trade  of  the  faid  fellowfliip,"  (here  the  margin  fays.  This  is  meant  by  Alderman 
Bond  the  elder)  **  haye,  contrary  to  the  faid  letters-patent,  in  great  diforder,  traded  into  the 
dominions  of  Ruflia,  &c.  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  commonwealth  ,"  btin^;  fuch  irre- 
gular or  feparate  traders  as  had  afterwards  the  Dutch  name  of  interlopers  given  them. 

Q.2  "  II.  And, 
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1566      "  II.  And,  for  that  the  name  by  which  the  faid  fellowftiip  is  incorporated  by  the  letters* 
**  patent  of  Queen  Mary  is  long,  and  confifletb  of  very  many  words  : 

"  Therefore  be  it  ena£ted, — That  the  faid  fellowfhip,  company,  fociety,  and  corporation 
**  fliall  henceforth  be  incorporated,  named,  and  called  only  by  the  name  of  the  Fellowfhip  of 
**  Englifli  Merchants  for  Difcovery  of  new  Trades  ;  by  that  name  alone  to  continue  a  cor- 
•'  poration  for  ever,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  their  faid  charter,  or  of  any  other 
•*  corporation;  particularly,  they  may  purchafe  lands  not  exceeding  one  hundred  marks 
*'  yearly,  &c.— And  that  no  part  of  the  continent,  ifles,  ports,  or  arms  of  the  fea  of  any 
"  Emperor,  King,  Prince,  Ruler,  or  Governor,  before  the  faid  firft  entcrprize,  not  known 
**  or  frequented  by  the  fubjefts  of  tliis  realm,  and  lying  from  the  city  of  London  northwards, 
"  north-weftwards,  or  north-eaftwards,  nor  any  parts  now  fubjeft  to  the  Czar,  John  Bafi- 
"  lowitz,  or  to  his  fucceffors,  fovcreigns  of  Ruflia,  nor  the  countries  of  Armenia,  Media, 
**  Hyrcania,  Perfia,  or  the  Cafpian  Sea,  nor  any  part  of  them,  (hall  be  failed  or  trafficked 
"  into,  nor  frequented  by  any  fubjeft  of  England,  cither  by  themfelves  or  their  faftors,  &c. 
"  direftly  nor  indireftly,  other  than  by  the  order,  agreement,  confent,  or  ratification  of  the 
*•  governor,  confuls,  and  afliftants  of  the  faid  fellowfhip,  or  the  more  part  of  them  and  their 
**  fucceffors, — upon  pain,  for  every  offence,  to  forfeit  all  fuch  fhips,  with  their  appurtenances^ 
•*  gpods,  and  merchandizes, — one  moiety  to  the  Queen,  the  other  to  the  company. 

**  I.  Provided,  however,  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  fubjeft  of  this  realm  to  fail  to  the 
«<  port,  town,  territory,  or  caftle  of  Wardhoufc,  or  to  any  of  the  coafts  of  Norway,  for  trade 
**  of  fifliing,  or  any  other  trade  there  ufed  by  Englifh  fubjefts. 

**  n.  Provided,  that,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  navy  and  mariners  of  this  realm,  it 
•*  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  the  faid  company  to  tranfport  any  commodity  of  this  realm  to  their 
"  new  trade  but  only  in  Englifh  Ihips,  and  with  a  majority  of  Englilh  mariners  ;  and  the  like 
♦^  in  bringing  into  this  realm,  artd  into  Flanders,  any  merchandize  from  their  new  trade;  on 
_**  pain,  for  every  offence,  of  forfeiting  two  hundred  pounds,  one  moiety  to  be  the  Queen's* 
^^  the  other  moiety  fliall  go  to  any  Englifh  port  town,  having  a  decayed  harbour,  that  will 

**  fue  for  it. 

**  10.  Provided,  that  no  woollen  cloths  nor  kerfies,  unlefs  they  be  all  dreflcd,  and  for  tlie 
^  mofl  part  dyed  within  this  realm,  fhall  be  exported  to  Ruffia,  &c.  by  the  faid  company, 
**  under  forfeiture  of  five  pounds  for  every  fuch  cloth;  moiety  to  the  Queen,  moiety  to  the 
"  clotfiworkers  company  of  London. 

**  IV.  Provided,  that  if,  in  time  of  peace,  the  faid  fociety  fhall  difcontinue  wholly,  for  the 
**  fpace  of  three  years,  the  difcharging  their  merchandize  at  the  road  of  St.  Nicholas  Bay  in 
**  Ruilia,  or  at  fome  other  port  lying  on  that  north  coafl  of  RulTia,  &c.  then,  during  the 
"  time  of  any  fuch  difcontinuance,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  the  fubjefts  of  this  realm  to  trade 
**  to  Narva,  only  in  Englifh  bottoms. 

**  V.  Provided  alfo,  that  every  of  the  Queen's  fubjefts  inhabiting  the  city  of  York,  and 
*«  the  towns  of  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne,  Hull,  and  Bofton,  who  have,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years, 
*»  continually  traded  the  courfe  of  merchandize,  and  who,  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  Decem- 
*«  ber,  1567,  fhall  contribute,  join,  and  put  in  flock  to,  with,  and  amongfl  the  faid  com- 
pany, fuch  fum  and  fums  of  money  as  any  of  the  faid  company,  which  hath  thoroughly  con- 
•*  tinued  and  contributed  to  the  faid  new  trade  from  the  year  1552,  hath  done,  and  before 
«'  the  faid  twenty -fifth  of  December,  1567,  fhall  do,  for  the  furniture  of  one  ordinary, 
**  full,  and  entire  portion  or  (hare,  and  do  in  all  things  behave  himfelf  as  others  of  the  fociety 

t  ««  arc 


OF       THE      ORIGIN       OF      COMMERCE.  1 25 


A.  D. 


1566  "  arc  bound  to  do,  fhall,  from  the  faid  twenty-fifih  of  December,  1567,  be  accounted  free, 
"  as  one  of  the  faid  fociety  and  company  in  all  rcfpefts." 

This  laft  claufe,  in  favour  of  thofe  northern  ports,  was  occafioned  by  their  having  been 
early  contributors  to  the  firft  attempt  for  a  north  eaft  p&ffage. 

We  need  only  further  to  remark  on  this  ftatute,  that  it  was  the  firft  which  eftabliftied  an 
cxclufive  mercantile  corporation. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  fame  eighth^ Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  vii,  for  regulating  the  draper's 
company  in  the  town  of  Slircwfbury,  we  learn,  that  the  buying  and  felling  of  Welfti  woollen 
cloth  and  lining,  commonly  called  Wclfti  cottons,  frifes,  and  plains,  was,  and  for  a  long 
time  had  been  confidcrable  in  that  town ;  their  draper's  company  alone  employing  above  fix 
hundred  perfons,  as  ftiearmen  or  frifers. 

Till  the  eighth  year  of  that  Queen,  there  was  but  one  ftieriff  for  Surrey  and  Suflex, — for 
Eflex  and  Hertfordlhire, — for  Somerfet  and  Dorfet, — for  Warwick  and  Lcicefterfhire, — for 
Nottingham  and  Derbyfhirc,  and  for  Oxford  and  Berkftiire ;  **  occafioned,"  fays  an  a£t  of 
this  year,  cap.  xvi.  "  in  the  beginning,"  as  it  Ihould  feem,  **  for  that  every  of  the  faid  coun- 
**  ties  were  not  then  fo  well  inhabited  with  gentlemen  of  good  ability  to  fervc  in  the  faid  office, 

as  (thanks  to  God  !)  they  be  at  prefent.     And  forafmuch  as  the  fervices  and  charges  of  the 

office  of  the  ftierifwick  of  the  faid  counties  is  more  than  in  times  paft  it  hath  been,  and  is 

now  commonly  greater  than  one  fheriff  is  able  to  ferve  and  fupply :  wherefore,  &c.  each  of 
**  thofc  counties  are  hereafter  to  have  a  diftinft  IhcrifF."  Thus  our  increafc  of  commerce  and 
people  rendered  this  alteration  in  the  faid  counties  abfolutely  requifite. 

The  Turks  having  failed  in  their  ficge  of  Malta,  in  the  year  1565,  after  lofing  fifteen  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  and  eight  thoufand  failors  before  it,  they,  in  the  year  1566,  feized  on  the  ifle  of 
Chios,  in  the  Archipelago,  which  'had  been  long  pofleficd  by  the  Juftiniani,  a  Genoefc 
family. 

The  court  of  Spain  and  the  Netherlands,  confidering  that  their  true  intereft  was  to  preferve 
mutual  commerce  between  England  and  the  Netherlands,  now  re-admitted  the  Englifh  fociety 
of  the  merchant-adventurers,  who  accordingly  removed  from  Embden  to  Antwerp,  whofe 
magiftrates  and  people  received  the  Englifli  again  with  much  rejoicing. 

1567  The  commotions  were  now  beginning  in  the  Netherlands,  when  the  petition  of  four  hun- 
dred perfons  was  prefentcd  to  the  governefs ;  and  the  court  of  Spain  rafhly  determining  to  pro- 
ceed to  extremities  with  a  people  who  highly  prized  their  liberty,  great  and  terrible  were  the 
confequcnces  thereof:  '*  for,"  as  Sir  William  Temple  obferves,  **  upon  the  firft  report  of 

the  Duke  D'^Alva's  coming  into  the  Netherlands,  in  1567,  with  fo  great  a  force  as  ten 
thoufand  veteran  foldiers,  the  trading  people  of  the  towns  and  country  began,  in  vaft  num- 
bers, to  retire  out  of  the  provinces,  fo  as  the  Duchefs  of  Parma,  the  governefs,  wrote  to 
Philip  II.  that,  in  a  few  days,  above  one  hundred  thoufand  men  had  left  the  country,  and 
had  withdrawn  both  their  money  and  goods,  and  that  more  were  following  every  day ;  fo 
great  an  antipathy,"  fays  our  faid  famous  author,  '*  there  ever  appears  between  merchants 
and  foldiers.  The  governefs,  forefceing  the  ills  that  were  coming,  defired  leave  to  reficrn 
and  was  fucceeded  by  the  Duke  D'Alva,  whofe  fevere  and  cruel  proceedings,  on  account 
of  the  late  infurreftions,  and  in  fupport  of  the  newly  introduced  inquifition,  gave  thofe 
motions  a  beginning  which  coft  Europe  fo  much  blood,  andSpain  a  great  part  of  the  Low 
Country  provinces." 

For 
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1567       For,  after  the  fcizure,  this  year,  of  the  Counts  Egmont  and  Home,  fuch  numbers  of  Ne- 

therlanders  were  perfccutcd  by  D'Alva,  that  Germany,  the  Eaft  Country,  Cleves,  Embden, 
France,  and  England,  were  filled  with  thofe  induftrious  people,  although  the  prifons  in  the 
Netherlands  were  likewife  crowded  witli  fuch  as  the  cruel  governor  could  detain ;  many  of 
thcfc,  however,  efcaped  out  x)f  prifon.  **  Hence,"  fays  Meterani  Hiftoria  Belgica,  lib.  iii. 
after  D'  Alva  had  hanged,  beheaded,  and  burned  fuch  numbers,  yet  fo  many  more  had  fled  to  find 
Iheltcr  and  bread  for  their  families  in  foreign  |^ts,  carrying  thither  arts  and  manufaftures, 
before  only  known  in  the  Netherlands,  that,^m  England,  the  decayed  cities  and  towns  of 
Canterbury,  Norwich,  Sandwich,  Colchefier,  Maidftone,  Southampton,  and  many  other 
towns,  were  filled  with  manufaAurers  of  woollen,  linen,  filk,  &c«"  fuch  as  many  wealthy 
weavers,  dyers,  cloth  dreflers,  linen  makers,  filk  throwftcrs,  &c.  whofe  pofterity  have,  at  this 
day,  a  confiderable  (hare  of  the  landed  intereft  in  Kent,  Eflex,  &c.  and  enjoy  the  honours 
hereditary,  as  baronets,  &c.  **  Juft  fo,"  fays  tliis  author,  **  above  two  hundred  years  before," 
2.  e.  a  little  before  and  about  the  year  1360,  **  the  Belgians  and  Flemings,  by  frequent 
inundations  driven  from  home,  firft  taught  the  Englifh  the  art  of  making  woollen  clotli, 
of  which  they  were  before  ignorant ;  being,  till  then,  only  fkilled  in  hufbandry,  keeping 
of  fheep,  and  war ;  for  the  Belgians  and  Flemings  then  fupplied  the  whole  world,"  he 
means,  or  ihould  have  meant,  on  this  fide  the  Mediterranean  fea,  <*  with  cloth. — It  was  now," 
continues  Meteranus,  ''  that  the  fugitive  Netherlanders  taught  the  Englifh  the  making  of 
*^  bayes,  fayes,  and  other  flight  ilufTs,  as  alfo  linen,  and  made  their  country  very  populous. 
**  So  likewife,"  continues  he,  *'  the  Hollanders,  Zealanders,  Brabanters,  &c.  taught  not 
only  England  but  Germany,  and  other  countries,  the  art  of  fifiiing,  and  many  other  ma- 
nual arts,  whereby  thofe  countries  greatly  increafed  in  riches  and  people." 
Hereby,  fay  alfo  our  own  authors,  the  city  of  Norwich,  which,  by  Ket's  rebellion,  in  the 
year  1549,  had  been  rendered  almoft  defolate,  learned  the  making  of  thofe  fine  and  light  llufFs, 
which  have  ever  fince  gone  by  its  name,  and  have  rendered  that  city  not  only  opulent,  but 
famous  all  over  Europe.  At  and  about  Norwich  alfo,  the  Flemings  firfl  planted  many  choice 
flowers,  before  unknown  in  England  :  the  lateft  they  brought  were  giliy  flowers,  carnations, 
the  province  rofe,  &c  The  bay  makers  fettled  chiefly  at  Colchefter  and  its  neighbourhood  in 
the  county  of  Eflex,  which  has  ever  .fince  been  famous  for  fo  ufcful  and  profitable  a  manufac- 
ture,  to  much  in  requefl  in  the  warmer  climates  of  Europe  and  America.  This  manufafture 
of  bayes,  together  with  thofe  of  fayes,  -and  other  flight  woollen  goods,  are  what  is  ufually 
called  the  new  drapery,  as  being  introduced  fo  much  later  into  England  than  the  old  drapery 
of  broad  cloth,  kerfies,  &c.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  remark,  that  thofe  wife  meafures  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  neceflfarily  brought  great  accefCons  oi*  wealth,  people,  and  trade  to  her 
kingdom- 
Martin,  afterwards  Sir  Martin  Frobifher,  made  now  his  firft  voyage  for  finding  a  north- 
weft  pafiage  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  Captain  Luke  Fox,  in  his  own  book,  in  quarto,  ftyled  the 
North-weft-  Fox,  printed  in  the  year  1635,  fays,  '*  That  Mr.  Frobifher  was  fifteen  years  in 
*'  noting  and  bringing  up  the  adventure  before  he  did  attempt  the  fame,  which  was  brought 
**  to  pafs  by  the  help  of  Ambrofe  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick.  He  fet  out  with  two  barks  of 
*'  twenty-five  tons  each,  and  one.  pinnace  of  ten  tons,  and  entered  the  ftreight  going  into  the 
^*  great  bay  (fince  named)  of  Hudfon,  which  he  named  Frobiflicr's  Streight;  he  alfo  gave  the 
**  following  names  to  places  there,  viz.  Queen  Elizabeth's  Foreland,  Cape  Labrador,  Gabriers 
'<  Ifland,  Prior's  Sound,  and  fundry  other  ifles,  capes,  and  bays  j"  by  which  names  the  fame 
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1567  places  are  known  on  olir  fca  tharts  and  maps  to  this  day.  **  He  brought  home  one  of  the 
**  favages,  and  alfo  a  kind  of  bright  Hone,  which  being  tried  by  the  London  goldfrniths,  it 
*•  was  given  out  by  them,  that  it  held  gold  in  it  very  richly,  and  are  faid  to  have  promifed 
"  great  matters,  if  any  quantity  thereof  could  be  had ;"  which  flattering  hopes  produced  a 
fecond  voyage  ten  years  after,  although  no  north-weft  paflage  was  found. 

Sir  Thomas  Grclham,  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  who,  in  the  ftyle  of  thofe  times, 
was  called  the  Queen's  merchant,  becaufe  he  had  the  management  of  all  her  remittances,  and 
her  other  money  concerns  with  foreign  ftates,  and  with  her  own  armies  beyond  fea,  now 
ere&cd  a  building  in  London,  then  efteemed  a  fine  one,  for  the  daily  public  refort  of  mer- 
chants, for  tranfafting  their  concerns  with  each  other.  The  Queen  would  not  have  that  place 
called,  as  in  other  countries,  the  Bourfe,  but  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Royal  Exchange.  Its 
figure  is  to  be  feen  in  feveral  books,  confifting,  like  the  prefent  one,  of  a  fquare  piazza,  with 
a  building  over  it  much  like  that  at  Grefliam  College,  which  was  Sir  Thomas's  own  dwelling 
houfe.  Upon  its  being  finiflied,  the  Queen  went  in  peribn,  and  proclaimed  its  name  with 
the  heralds-at-arms,  trumpets  founding,  &c.  It  was  burned  down  in  the  great  conflagration, 
in  the  year  1666,  and  foon  rebuilt  in  its  prefent  much  greater  fplendor.  There  was,  before 
this  time,  a  place  in  Lombard-ftreet  for  the  meeting  of  merchants,  but  it  was  now  become 
too  fmall  for  that  purpofe,  fince  commerce  had  fo  greatly  increafed. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1564  to  1566,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  French  in  their 
former  attempts  to  fettle  in  Florida ;  the  Spaniards  having  deftroyed  their  colony,  and  moft 
of  their  men,  Laudonier,  their  leader,  narrowly  efcaping  with  a  few  of  his  people,  by  the  way 
of  England.  Yet,  to  be  revenged  on  the  Spaniards  for  their  cruelty,  one  more  attempt  was 
made  by  France  on  Florida,  in  this  year  1567,  by  Captain  Gourgues,  with  three  Ihips.  Land- 
ing  in  Florida,  he  there  took  the  Spanifh  forts,  putting  all  the  Spaniards  therein  to  the  fword; 
but  not  having  ftores  fufScient  for  his  remaining  there,  he  re-embarked,  promifing  the  Indians 
to  return  the  following  year,  and  arrived  in  France  in  the  year  1568.  It  was  thought  that  the 
prudent  meafure  taken  by  Laudonier  the  preceding  year,  by  means  of  his  alliances,  &c.  with 
the  natives,  promifed  good  fuccefs,  had  he  been  feconded  from  home.  It  was  conje&ured^ 
that  the  Admiral  Coligny  intended  Florida  as  a  laft  refuge  for  thofe  of  his  own  perfuafion,  the 
Proteftants  of  France,  forefeeing  that  probably,  fooner  or  later,  they  would  be  overpdwered 
by  the  Catholics  ;  yet  no  further  attempts  were  made  for  their  re-fettling  in  Florida. 

We  muft  here  obferve,  that  in  all  thofe  voyages  to,  and  difcoveries  of  Florida,  there  were 
many  plaufible  accounts  given  of  gold  and  filver  mines,  pearls,  and  precious  ftones,  which 
the  more  complete  difcoveries  of  later  times  have  found  to  be  entirely  fabulous.  And  this  re- 
mark may  be  applied  to  almoft  all  the  firft  attempts  of  the  Englifli  for  fettlements  in  botli  the. 
iflands  and  continent  of  America. 

1568  It  happened  in  this  year,  that  fome  (hips  of  Bifcay  were,  by  the  French,  chafed  into  the 
po'rts  of  Plymouth,  Falmouth,  and  Southampton ;  whereupon,  Queen  Elizabeth  detained  a 
large  fum  of  money  found  in  thofe  Ihips,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand  piftoles, 
upon  a  prefumption  of  its  belonging  to  Spaniards;  yet  it  being  afterwards  found  to  be 
the  property  of  certain  Genoefe,  who  intended  to  form  a  bank  in  the  Netherlands,  fhe 
reftored  the  fame  to  them :  neverthelefs,  the  Duke  D' Alva  took  this  occafion  to  feize  oh  the 
effcfts  of  the  Englifli  •  merchant-adventurers  at  Antwerp,  to  tlie  value  of  about  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  ftcrling,  as  our  Queen,,  by  way  of  reprifals,  did  on  the  Nctherlanders  and 
Spanifli  fliips  and  efFedts  in  England,  to  the  value  of  about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
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1568  fterling;  for,  in  thofe  times^  the  Nctlierlanders  and  Spaniards  had  more  fliips  and  ctk&s  in 
England  than  the  Englifh  had  in  thofc  coantrtcs,  how  different  foever  the  cafe  may  be  in  thefe 
days.  This  obliged  our  merchant^  ad  venturers  company  to  remove  from  Antwerp  to  Ham- 
burg, from  ^whence,  through  the  influence  of  the  Emperor,  they  were  obliged  to  remove  to 
Staden,  wliere  they  remained  till  the  year  1597,  though  much  difiurbed  by  the  Hanfeatic- 
league,  (becaufe  Queen.  Elizabeth  had  put  the  merchants  of  the  Steelyard  on  an  equal  footing 
•with  her  own  fubjeds,  in  refpeft  to  the  cuftom  on  cloth,  &c.  exported.)  When  the  Englifh 
merchant-adventurers  firft  came  to  fettle  at  Staden,  it  was  fo  unmercantlle  a  town,  that  there 
were  then  no  other  merchants  found  there ;  but,  during  the  lime  that  company  remained  there, 
Staden  wonderfully  increafed  in  wealth  and  buildings. 

On  the  fubjeft  of  the  above  fcizure  of  money,  Meteranus  obfervcs,  that  the  Gcnocfe  mer- 
chants in  England  requefted  Queen  Elizabeth  to  detain  the  fame,  becaufe  the  King  of  Spain 
had,  without  leave,  taken  that  money  to  his  own  ufe,  and  was  fending  it  thus  by  fca  to  the 
Duke  D'Alva  for  his  own  occafions  in  Flanders.  And,  according  to  ]!tleteranus,  a  treaty  was 
fet  on  foot  at  Bridol,  (Brtjlona  in  Anglta),  in  the  year  1574,  for  difcufling  thofe  difficulties, 
which  were  adjufted,  and  commerce  on  both  fides  renewed,  on  the  ancient  footing,  at  Bruges, 
in  1576. 

King  Charles  IX.  of  France,  continued  to  diflrefs  and  perfecule  his  Protcftant  fubjefts, 
notwithftanding  the  manifefl  prejudice  of  fuch  conduft  to  the  true  intcrefb  of  himfelf  and  his 
kingdom,  by  driving  great  numbers  of  his  mofl  induftrious  fubjcfts  into  foreign  countries  \^ 
concerning  which  hardfhip  of  his  people,  of  her  own  pcrfuafion.  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
amballador  Norris,  frequently  and  earneflly  remonftrated ;  and  particularly  in  this  year,  Cam- 
den, in  her  hiflory,  acquaints  us,  ''  That  ihe  exhorted  him  not  to  incenfe  his  good  people, 
**  (the  Proteftants)  by  trying  arbitrary  and  dangerous  experiments ;  but  rather  to  beware  of 
**  thofe  bad  minifters,  who,  by  driving  out  his  belt  fubjefts,  did  but  weaken  the  power  of 
"  France  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  leave  it  an  eafy  prey  to  fuch  as  defired  to  diflurb  it."  But 
not  being  liflened  to,  fhe  thereupon  found  herfelf  obliged  to  aflift  thofe  diflrefTed  people,  by 
generoufly  fending  them  one  hundred  thonfand  angels,  (fays  Camden)  with  warlike  ammuni- 
tion, as  they  now  religioufly  protefted,  that  they  took  up  arms  againft  their  King  merely  or 
Iblely  for  their  own  defence.  Queen  Elizabeth  therefore  received  and  entertained  courteoufly 
all  fuch  French  Proteftants  as  fled  into  England  from  perfecution  at  home,  by  which  wife  pro- 
ceeding fhe  contributed  to  the  increafe  of  the  riches  and  populoofnefs  of  her  own  kingdom. 

The  Englifh  Ruflia  company's  frefli  adventure  through  RufTia  into  Pcrfia  began  in  this  year, 
and  lafted  to  1573,  according  to  Hakluyt,  and  would  have  proved  exceeding  profitable,  had 
they  not,  on  their  return  in  crofUng  die  Cafpian  Sea,  laden  with  Perfian  raw  filk,  wrought 
iilks  of  many  kinds,  galls,  carpets,  Indian  fpices,  turquois  ftones,  &c.)  been  robbed  by  Cof- 
fack  pirates,  to  the  value  of  about  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  fome  fmall  part  of  which, 
however,  they  recovered  by  veflels  fent  out  from  Aftracan. 

In  the  fame  year.  Queen  Elizabeth  fent  Sir  Thomas  Randolph  her  ambaflador  to  Ruflia. 
He  landed  at  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  White  Sea,  which  he  defcribes  to  be  only  an  abbey,  with 
three  or  four  houfes  befide,  and  a  houfe  built  by  the  Englifh  eompany.  Seventy-five  miles  up 
the  river  Dwina  ftood  the  town  of  Colmogro,  and  feven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  fea 
flood  Vologda,  a  to^n  of  great  trade  ;  from  thence  he  travelled  over  land  five  hundred  Eng- 
lifh miles  to  Mofcow,  through  a  country  well  inhabited.— That  after  much  waiting  and  cere- 
mony. 
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1568  mony,  he  obtained  of  the  Czar  his  whole  demands  in  favour  of  the  company  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing, as  will  be  fecn  under  that  year. 

The  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  towards  the  Moors,  who  ftill  remained  in  great 
numbers  in  the  countries  of  Granada  and  Murcia,  occaiioned,  in  the  year  1568,  a.  terrible  in- 
furreftion  of  thofe  people,  which  laftcd  almoft  two  years.     For  although  King  Ferdinand  and 
Queen  Ifabella  had   (as  has  been  related  under  the  year  1492)  conquered  Granada^  the  laft 
Moorilh  kingdom  in  Spain,  and  had  then  driven  vaft  numbers  of  Moors  out  of  Spain,  yet 
there  (till  remained  a  great  number  in  Granada  and  Murcia,  who,  to  keep  their  eftates  there, 
outwardly  made  profcffion  of  Chriftianity,  though  really,  in  their  hearts,  were  ilill  Mahome- 
tans, notwithftanding  their  complying  to  go  to  mafs,  &c.     The  bigoted  Romifli.  clergy  had, 
before  this  time,  frequently  promoted  perfecutions  on  that  fcore  againft  thofe  raiferable  people, 
and  particularly  againft  thofe  of  the  Albaizin,  a  quarter  in  the  city  of  Granada,  where  great 
numbers  of  very  rich  Moorilh  merchants  inhabited,  as  did  alfo  fome  of  their  nobility,  and  of 
the  biood  of  their  ancient  Moorifh  kings,  reckoned  to  amount  to  ten  thoufand  men  fit  for  war. 
In  other  towns  alfo  of  the  late  kingdom  of  Granada,  particularly  on  the  mountainous  parts^ 
there  were  above  one  hundred  thoufand  families  of  Moors,  moft  of  whom  were  fhepherds  and 
farmers.     All  thefe  were  the  defcendants  of  thofe  Moors,  to  whom  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen 
Ifabella  had,  at  their  conqueft  of  Granada,  promi fed  that  they  and  their  pofterity  Ihould  re- 
main there  with  all  fafety  and  liberty,  without  being  compelled  to  change  their  religion,  fo 
long  as  they  obferved  the  laws,  and  paid  the  fame  taxes  as  other  fubje^s.     But  tliat  had  been 
long  before  broken  through,  after  a  ftout  refiftance  by  the  Moors  of  Alpuxarra,  who,  in  the 
end,  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  an  agreement,  **  that  all  the  Moors  who  would  not  turn  Chrif- 
*'  tians,  fhould  depart  out  of  Spain ;"  thefe  removing  to  the  oppofite  Ihores  of  Barbary,  their 
pofterity  had  to  this  day  retained  an  implacable  hatred  againft  the  perfecutors  of  their  ancef- 
tors.     Such  as  remained  in  Spain,  and  conformed  outwardly  to  the  eftablilhed  religion  of  that 
country,  were  termed  by  the  Spaniards,  New  Chriftians  ;  and  they  had  been  often  grievoufly 
harraded  by  the  clergy  and  the  inquifition,  and  now  at  length  were  compelled  to  fend  all  their 
children  to  fchools,  wherein  they  were  to  be  taught  the  Caftilian  tongue  only. — They  were, 
moreover,  forbid  to  keep  any  Arabic  books  in  their  houfes,  the  doors  whereof  were  to  be 
kept  open  on  Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays,  that  any  might  enter  and  fee  what  they  did. — 
They  were  now  alfo  to  leave  their  Moorifh  drefs,  and  to  wear  a  Spanift  one. — To  leave  off 
the  ufe  of  baths. — To  aflift  at  mafs  on  all  Sundays,  feftivals,  &c. — All  which  was  to  be  done 
under  feyere  penalties  ;  wherefore  they  lived  in  continual  vexation. — It  can  therefore  be  little 
wondered  at,  that  the  Moors,  whofe  religion,  language,  garb,  and  manners  were  now  no  lon- 
ger to  be  tolerated,  fhould  rebel,  as  thinking  themfclves,  what  they  in  truth  were,  in  a  worfe 
condition  than  flaves.     In  their  firft  fury  they  murdered  all  the  Spaniards  they  could  find  in  the 
country  of  Alpuxarra,  efpccially  the  clergy,  robbing  and  burning  of  churches,  &c.     They 
elefted  a  King,  andat  firft  had  many  followers  all  along  the  coaft,  even  as  far  as  Gibraltar.     On 
the  mountains,  near  the  fea  fhore,  they  fortified  themfelves,  in  hope  of  fuccours  from  their 
brethren  of  Barbary,  and  from  Conftantinople,  and  kept  up  an  army  of  many  thoufands  ; 
whereupon,  Don  John  of  Auftria,  was  brought  out  of  Italy  for  the  fuppreffion  of  lb  dangerous 
an  infurreftion.   But  thofe  Moors  were  neither  well  armed  nor  difciplined ;  though  bad  as  their 
condition  was,  they  were  able  to  feize  and  to  maintain  feveral  towns,  caftles,  and  forts,  and  to 
do  incredible  mifchief  wherever  they  came.  They  were,  however,  at  length  difarmed,  when  King 
Philip  II.  promifed  that  they  Ihould  not  be  molefted,  provided  they  would  behave  peaceably, 
Vol.  II.  R  and 
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1568  and  that  they  ihonld  remove  from  their  inacceifible  caftles  and  precipices  in  the  mountains  of 
Andaluiia  and  Murcia,  and  fettle  in  level  countries  ;  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  Emperor 
Trajan  had  removed  the  ancient  Spaniards,  viz.  becaufe  they  were  accuftomed  frequently  to 
rebel,  relying  on  a  limilar  fituation. 

To  conclude ;— -this  inteftinc  war  is  faid  to  have  coft  King  Philip  five  millions  of  crowns, 
and  the  lives  of  thirty  thoufand  Spaniards ;  on  the  fide  of  the  Moors  fo  great  a  multitude  of 
all  ages  andof  bothfexes  was  defiroyed  as  is  almoft  incredible!  How  much  wifer  and  happier 
had  it  been  for  Spain  to  have  gradually  gained  over  thofe  poor  people  by  gentlenefs  and  kind- 
nefs  to  their  religion  and  interefts,  than  by  blood  and  violence  :  which  not  only  tended  to  in- 
creafe  their  obftinacy  and  abhorrence  of  their  oppreilbrs,  but  to  impoverifh  and  depopulate 
the  country.  This  was  the  opinion  of  the  fiimous,  Prcfident  De  Thou/  (Thuani,  lib.xlviii.) 
though  he  lived  in  a  country  that  very  much  purfued  the  like  pernicious  methods  with  refpeft 
to  the  French  proteftants,  the  beft  and  moft  induftrious  part  of  the  people  of  France.  (Vide 
alfo  De  Mayerne's  general  Hiftory  of  Spain,  lib.  xxix.) 

1569  Every  thing,  in  this  century,  gradually  tended  to  improvement  in  a  mercantile  fenfe.  The 
author  has  in  his  pofieffion  the  firft  work  ever  publifiied  in  England  on  the  art  of  Italian  mer- 
chants-accounts, or  Book-keeping  by  Double-entry  ;  it  is  a  folio,  printed  at  London,  in  the 
year  1569,  in  a  black  letter,  the  author  James  Peele.  The  ftyle  is  obfolete;  (for  inllance, 
on  the  left-hand  page  of  the  ledger,  making  inftead  of  A  Dr.  it  is  ^oweth,  and  on  the  right- 
hand  page  or  credit  fide,  A  is  due  to  have)  yet  he  has  fufficiently  teftified,  that  he  underftood 
the  true  grounds  and  principles  of  doubly-entry  accounts  full  as  well  as  fome  who  have  writ- 
ten much  later.  In  his  preface,  he  fays,  **  That  many  merchants  themfelves  were  fond 
•*  of  learning  of  him,  and  of  getting  their  apprentices  to  be  taught  by  him  ;  and  that  although 
V  the  art  be  in  a  manner  new  in  England,  yet  it  had  been  long  ufed  by  merchants  in  foreign 
"  parts." 

In  all  probability,  this  art  of  double-entry  accounts  had  its  rife,  or  at  leaft  its  revival, 
amongft  the  mercantile  cities  of  Italy  ;  pofiibly,  it  might  be  firft  known  at  Venice,  about  the 
time  that  numeral  algebra  was  taught  there,  from  the  principles  of  which  fcience  double-entry, 
or  what  we  call  merchants  accounts  feems  to  have  been  deduced,  viz.  about  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  though  it  did  not  reach  England  until  commerce  (about  this  time)  began  to 
be  confiderable.  It  is  faid,  that  Lucas  de  Burgo,  a  friar,  was  the  firft  European  author,  who 
publifhed  his  algebraic  work  at  Venice,  in  the  year  1494. 

The  'very  judicious  and  ingenious  Simon  Stevin,  of  Bruges,  publifhed  a  fmall  folio  in 
French  at  Leyden,  in  the  year  1602,  intitled,  *  Livre  de  Comptede  Prince  a  la  Maniere  d'lta- 

•  lie :  En  Domaine  et  Finance  extraordinaire. — Contenant  ce  en  quoi  s'eft  exerce  le  tres-illuftre, 

•  trcs-excellent  Prince  and  Seigneur,  Maurice,  Prince  d*  Orange,  &c."  If  Prince  Maurice 
praftifed  this  art,  with  refpeA  to  all  his  principalities,  domains,  and  finances,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  he  was  the  firft  fovereign  Prince  that  ever  did,  and  poflibly  the  laft  that  ever  will 
defcend  to  fo  frugal,  or  merchant-like,  a  piece  of  oeconomy. 

This  Simon  Stevin,  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  Decimal  Arithmetic,  (and  to 
whom  particularly  Mr.  Wotton,  in  his  fine  Reflexions  upon  Ancient  and  Modern  Learnings 
cap.  XXX.  cxprefsly  afcribes  that  very  ufeful  invention)  had,  it  fccms,  amongft  other  parts  of 
mixed  mathematics,  taught  the  famous  Maurice,  Prince  of  Orange,  this  art  of  book-keeping, 
much  to  his  honour.  At  the  conclufion  of  that  work,  Stevin  fubjoins  his  reafons  for  con- 
jefturing,  that  this  ingenious  art  was  not  firft  invented  in  Italy  fo  lately  as  fomewhat  above 
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1569  two  or  near  three  hundred  years  ago,  as  many  have  conjeftured";  but  that  the  very  fame  art,  or 
at  lead  fomething  nearly  refembling  it,  was  known  at  Rome  in  Julius  Csfar's  time,  more 
efpecially  from  the  very  near  refemblance  of  the  names  of  the  mercantile  books  then  in  ufe  to 
thofe  of  modern  times,  viz. 

MODERN  BOOKS.  ANCIENT  BOOKS. 

r.  The  Ledger  (Grand  L\vre)  •  Takulte  accepti  et  eKpenJi. 

2.  Debit  and  Credit  -  -  -  Acceptum  et  Expenfum. 

3.  Articles  polled  into  the  Ledger  -  -  Nomina  tranjlata  in  Tabulas. 

4.  An  Article  not  pofted  -  -  Nomenjacens. 
5. .  Wafte  Book,  or,  perhaps,  the  Journal  Book                 Adverfarla. 

**  Which  terms"  fays  Stevin,  "  may  be  found  in  many  Latin  authors  ;"  and  he  tells  us, 
'*  that  one  fide  of  the  ancient  Romans  great  book  (or  ledger)  fervcd  for  a  debit-fide,  and  the 
"  other  for  a  credit-fide,  as  appears  plainly  from  a  paflage  of  Pliny*s  Natural  Hiftory,  lib.  ii. 
^*  cap.  7,  where,  fpeaking  of  fortune,  he  fays,  Huic  omnia  expenfa^  huie  omnia  feruntur  accept  a  ^ 
*'  et  in  marati^ne  mortalium  fola  utramque  paginam  facit,^*  He  concludes  with  further  con- 
jcSuring,  **  that  not  only  tlic  ancient  Romans  had  this  art  of  doubly-entry  book-keeping  long 
"  amongft  them,  but  that  they  originally  received  it,  as  tbey  did  the  greateft  part  of  all  their 
-**  knowledge,  from  the  Greeks."  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  muft  furely  admit  this  to  be  a  very 
cuiSoas  piece  of  hiftory  and  mercantile  criticifm. 

In  a  trcatife,  firft  written  in  the  year  1569,  and  dedicated  to  the  famous  Robert  Earl  of 
Leiccfter,  intitled,  A  difcourfc  upon  Ufury,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Wilfon,  fecond  edition,  1572, 
there  is  mention  made  of  the  Orphans  Fund  of  the  ,city  of  London,  out  of  which  an  annual' 
intereft  was  then  payable  to  their  ufe.  We  have  before  remarked,  tliat  the  firft  time  we  find 
mention  of  this  fund  or  bank,  was  under  the  year  1391. 

Some  difference  arifing,  in  this  year,  between  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  and  the  Englifh  Ruifia 
merchants,  or  their  fadors,  Queen  Elizabeth  difpatched  thither  Sir  Thomas  Randolph,  who 
concluded  a  new  treaty  for  them  with  the  Czar,  and  again  granted  them  an  exemption  from 
all  cuftoms,  alfo,  as  formerly,  leave  to  tranfport  their  merchandize  to  Perfia,  &c.  though 
other  foreign  merchants  were  not  allowed,  fays  Camden,  to  trade  beyond  the  city  of  Mofcow. 
The  prafticc  of  the  Englilh,  in  thofe  times,  was  to  tranfport  their  goods  in  veflcls  fcooped  out 
of  one  entire  tree  up  the  Dwina  to  Vologda,  from  thence  over  land,  in  fevcn  days,  to  Jeroflaw, 
and  fo  down  the  great  river  Volga,  in  thirty  days,  to  Aftracaa,  near  its  mouth ;  at  which  place 
they  next  croflcd  the  Cafpian  Sea  ;  and  from  thence  paffed  through  the  vaft  defarts  to  Teverin 
and  Caft)in,  cities  of  Perfia,  hoping  at  length  to  difcover  Cathay  or  China.  But  by  reafoa 
of  the  war  between  the  Turks  and  Perfians,  and  the  robbeiries  of  the  Barbarians,  "  the  Lon« 
*'  doners,  (i.  e.  the  Company)  were  difcouraged"  according  to  Camden,  •<  from  purfuing 
•'  this  glorious  enterprize." 

It  was  no  fmall  mortification  to  our  wife  Queen  Elizabeth,  that,  having  no  military  ftores 
of  her  owfi  produftion,  ftie  was  ftill  necefiitated  to  buy  all  her  gunpowder  and  naval  ftores  from 
the  German  Steelyard  merchants  at  their  own  prices,  there  being  as  yet  but  few  Englifh  mer- 
chants dealing  in  that  way  ;  and  this  was  one  of  her  greateft  inducements  for  encouraging  this 
and  other  commercial  companies  of  her  own  merchants ;  and  in  confequence  of  her  fiivour,  her 
own  merchants  of  Rufiia,  and  of  the  two  elder  companies  named  of  the  Staple,  and  of  the 
Merchants-Adventurers,  were  confiderably  increafing  in  trade ;  the  former  in  the  exportation 
of  our  wool,  which  was  not  as  yet  legally  prohibited,  and  the  latter  of  our  cloth;  both  of 
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i.569  them  to  the  advancement  of  the  Queen's  revenue.  This  made  the  Hanfeatics  labour  to  ren-* 
der  thofe  companies  obnoxious  to  other  nations  by  various  calumnies  ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  their 
malice,  an  univerfal  fpirit  of  adventuring  to  foreign  parts  for  difcovery  and  traffic,  as  well  as 
for  improving  of  manufaftures  at  home,  daily  increafed  in  England  ;  fo  that  the  Englifh  foou 
became  an  overmatch  for  the  declining  Hanfeatics,  in  naval  llrength,  commerce,  and  riches  ; 
whofe  tlueatenings,  therefore,  the  Queen  began  to  difregard ;  fo  that  even  Joannes  Angelius  a 
Werdenhagen,  their  hiftorian,  acknowledges,  (but  a  few  years  later  than  this  year)  that  Eng- 
land, in  all  thofe  three  refpefts,  excelled  both  the  Hans-towns  and  other  nations,  as  alfo  in 
the  bravery  of  their  commanders  and  failors.  And  Hamburg,  though  a  potent  Hans-town, 
which  had  formerly  rejefted  the  Englifh  merchants,  now  began  to  court  their  refidence  there, 
fo  that  they  accordingly  removed  thither  jn  the  year  1569,  from  Embden;  and  from  whence 
they  foon  extended  their  commerce  all  over  Saxony,  and  into  Pruffia  and  Ruffia,  to  the  no 
fmall  jealoufy  alfo  of  the  court  of  Denmark. 

The  Florentines  had  continued  in  their  republican  ftate,  though  with  much  fa£lion  and 
firife,  ever  fince  their  rejeftion  of  Peter  de  Medicis,  tlieir  Prince,  for  his  making  a  private 
treaty  with  King  Charles  VHI.  of  France,  until  the  year  151 1;  when,  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  Spanifh  King,  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  the  Medici  family  was  reftored.  They  were, 
however,  once  more  expelled  in  1529;  but  the  next  year  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  having 
married  his  natural  daughter  Margaret,  to  Alexander  de  Medicis,  he  feized  on  the  city  of  Flo« 
rence,  appointing  the  faid  Alexander  to  be  their  Governor ;  but  he  being  llain,  the  people 
cle£ted  his  kinfman  Cofmo  de  Medicis,  who,  in  the  year  1569,  was,  by  Pope  Pius  V.  de- 
clared King  of  Tufcany.  However,  the  Emperor  Maximilian  H.  greatly  oppofing  that  too 
lofty  title,  Cofmo  thereupon  aflumed  the  title  of  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  and  Florence, 
which  tide  remains  annexed  to  the  fovereignty  of  that  fine  country  to  this  day. 

1570  The  Turkifh  Sultan,  Selim  H.  after  two  years  refiftance,  becomes  matter  of  the  moft  fam- 
ous, fair,  and  fertile  ifle  of  Cyprus,  which  the  Venetians  had  held  ninety-five  years  ;  in  the 
poffeffing  themfelves  of  which  ifland  much  flaughter  and  cruelty  was  committed  by  the  Turks, 
after  the  two  principal  fortrefies,  Nicoiia  and  Famagofta,  had  fudained  defperate  fieges  ^  the 
principal  fuccours  intended  to*  be  fent  not  being  got  ready  in  time,  although  the  confederate 
fleet  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  light  gallics,  viz.  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
of  Venice,  forty-five  of  Spain,  and  twelve  of  the  Pope's,  befide  twelve  great  Venetian  gallies, 
and  fourteen  Venetian  large  fliips  of  war,  and  a  great  number  of  tranfport  veffels.  There 
were,  in  this  intended  fleet,  fifteen  thoufand  hired  foot  foldiers,  befides  many  gentlemen  vo- 
lunteers, fiat  it  is  faid  that  the  Spanifh  Admiral,  Doria,  hearing  that  Nicofia,  the  principal 
city,  was  taken  by  the  Turks  before  he  could  reach  Cyprus,  and  being  alfo  afraid  of  the 
firength  of  the  Turkifli  fleet,  which  confifted  of  above  two  hundred  fail,  withdrew  from  the 
reft,  not  much  to  his  credit,  and  fo  they  all  returned.  The  Turks  having,  four  years  before, 
feized  on  the  ifle  of  Chios  from  the  Genoefe,  the  Englifli  forbore  trading  thither  for  fome 
time. 

After  the  many  conqucfts  made  by  the  Turks  in  the  Levant,  more  efpccially  that  of 
Rhodes,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Venetians  could  hold  Cyprus  no  longer : — it  came  into 
their  hands  by  the  Senate's  adopting  of  Catherine  Carnaro,  its  laft  Queen,  for  their  daughter, 
her  hufband  being  dead  without  ifliie,  and  flie  being  the  daughter  of  a  noble  Venetian  of  that 
name. 
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1 570  The  Prince  of  Orange  having  withdrawn  into  Germany,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  an  army  to 
oppofe  the  Duke  d'Alva,  Governor  of  the  Netherlands^  certain  (hips  commiffioned  from  that 
Prince,  after  capturing  and  deftroying  all  Spanifh  (hips  near  the  Netherlands,  landed  on  the 
ifle  of  Voorne,  afliaulted  and  carried  the  town  of  Briel,  pulling  down  the  Popifh  images  in  the 
churches,  and  making  open  profeffion  of  the  Proteftant  religion :  they  likewife  protefted 
againft  the  taxes  and  the  tyranny  of  the  Spanifh  government.  Whereupon  they  were  immedi- 
ately feconded  by  the  revolt  of  moft  part  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and 
Weft  Friefland,  who  expelled  the  Spanifh  garrifons,  and  renouncing  their  fidelity  to  King 
Philip  II.  fwore  allegiance  to  William  Prince  of  Orange  as  their  Stadtholder.  It  Is  unnecef- 
fary,  in  this  place,  to  tire  the  reader  with  a  tedious  detail  of  what  may  be  found  in  all  the  hif- 
tories  of  Europe,  viz,  the  Prince  of  Orange's  returning  with  a  frelh  army  from  Germany,  by 
which  he  was,  after  many  difficulties,  enabled  effectually  to  fupport  the  revolters,  fo  as  to  have 
been  the  principal  inftrument  of  eftablilhing  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces. 

How  greatly  the  rates  or  expence  of  living,  and  of  national  and  public,  as  well  as  private, 
expences  arc  changed  and  enhanced,  fince  the  time  we  are  now  confidering,  we  have  a  fpcci- 
men  from  the  authority  of  that  great  and  judicious  Antiquarian,  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  (in  a 
tra£k  of  his,  written  in  the  year  1609,  intitled,  The  Manner  and  Means  how  the  Kings  of 
England  have,  from  Time  to  Time,  fupported  and  repaired  their  Eftates, — and  printed  in  an 
oftavo  book  in  1651,  intitled  Cottoni  Pofthuma)  who  relates,  "  That  in  this  twelfth  year  of 
**  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  yearly  profits  of  the  kingdom,  befide  the  wards  and  dutchy  of  Lan- 
**  caller,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  pounds 
*«  four  (hillings  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  yearly  payments  and  aflignments  amounted  to 
**  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  of  which 
•*  the  houfhold  was  forty  thoufand  pounds  ;  the  privy  purfe,  two  thoufand  pounds  ;  the  admi- 
"  ralty,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  ;  which,'*  fays  he,  "  by  an  an  eftimate  in  May  1604,  was 
•*  forty  thoufand  pounds,  and  is  now"  (that  is,  in  1609)  "  fwolne  to  near  fifty  thoufand 
*«  pounds  yearly,  by  the  error  and  abufe  of  officers  !" 

By  the  **  profit  of  the  kingdom,"  as  thus  defcribed,  was  then  meant  all  the  Queen*s  an- 
nual income  from  her  manors  and  lands,  her  cuftoms,  her  efcheats,  &c.  for  ftie  raifed  no 
taxes  on  her  people  in  times  of  peace.  This  annual  profit  therefore,  though  not  pre- 
cifely  alike  in  every  year,  was  pretty  nearly  the  fame,  communibus  annis^  one  year  with  ano - 

ther.  n 

The  firft  of  thofe  fowls,  called  by  the  Englifli,  Turkeys,  and  the  French,  Poules  d'  Indes, 
were  faid  to  have  been  brought  from  Mexico;  and  were,  in  this  year  1570,  ferved  up  as  a 
greatrarity  at  the  nuptial  feaft  of  King  Charles  IX.  of  France.  Poffibly,  our  firft  traders  to 
Turkey,  feeing  thofe  fowls  at  Aleppo,  &c.  might  occafion  the  name  which  they  now  have,  of 
Turkey  fowls,  to  have  been  given  them. 
X571  The  lofs  of  fo  important  an  ifland  as  Cyprus,  taken  laft  year  from  Venice  by  the  Turks, 
had  fo  far  alarmed  Chriftendom,  or  rather  indeed  thofe  Chriftian  ftates  bordering  on  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea  (and  therefore  more  immediately  cxpofed  to  future  danger)  that,  in  the  year  157 1, 
King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  Pope  Pius  V.  and  the  State  of  Venice,  concluded  a  league  ofFenlivc 
againft  the  Sultan  Selim  II.  It  had  been  fo  long  in  agitation,  and  in  adjufting  all  the  punc- 
tilios and  cautious  conditions  of  three  wary  and  jealous  courts,  that,  in  the. mean  time,  Cy- 
prus was  loft.    At  length,  however,  after  various  motions,  the  combined  fleet,  confifting  of 
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157 1  tvro  hundred  and  five  gallics,  encountered  die  Turkifli  one  of  two  hundred  and  fevcnty  vefleli 
of  all  forts.  The  Chriilian  fleet  was  commanded  in  chief  by  Don  John  of  Auftrii,  which, 
in  the  Gulph  of  Lepanto,  obtained  a  moft  (ignal  and  complete  viftory,  though  a  very  bloody 
one ;  for  the  Chriftians  had  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fix  men  killed,  and  the 
Turks  about  thirty  thoufand,  beiides  the  lofs  of  much  money  and  other  rich  booty.  The  di- 
viiion  of  the  (hips,  artillery,  and  prifoners,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

I.  To  the  Venetians,  forty-four  gallics,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  cannon,  and  one  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  lixty-two  prifoners. 

a.  To  the  Pope,  twenty-pne  gallies,  fifty-four  cannon,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one 
prifoners. 

But  I  find  no  mention  of  any  Turkifh  booty  taken  or  claimed  by  Spain.  Notwhhilanding 
this  great  overthrow,  the  Ottomans  foon  recovered  their  former  ftrcngth  at  fca,  fo  as  to  be 
able  gradually  to  gain  from  Venice  almoft  all  the  reft  of  their  Levantine  territories,  to  which 
the  Sultans  pretended  a  plaufible  title,  in  right  of  their  conqueft  of  the  Greek  empire,  from 
which  thofe  very  territories  and  iiles  had  been,  with  equal  juftice,  ravilhed  by  Venice. 
'  After  this  fuccefsful  naval  viftory,  Venice  laboured  incellantly,  the  year  following,  to  bring 
the  confederates  again  to  unite  tlieir  fleets  againft  the  common  enemy,  on  which,  however, 
they  did  not  fucceed ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  manage  matters  as  well  as  they  could,  by 
making  peace  with  the  Turks. 

In  this  fame  thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pailcd,  cap.  iii. 
*^  That,  for  tl)e  increafe  of  tillage,  and  the  maintenance  and  increale  of  the  navy  and  mari- 
**  ncrs  of  the  realm,  corn  of  all  kinds  may  be  exported,  when  the  prices  at  home  are  fo  low, 
**  as  that  no  proclamation  tp  the  contrary  fhall  be  iflued  ;  yet,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  Queen 
"  referves  the  cufcoms  due  thereon  to  her,  as  therein  fpecified."  This  is  the  third  law  made 
purpofely  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers,  in  the  bulinefs  of  the  exportation  of  corn. 

In  the  faid  thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xiv.  direfts, 
••  That  all  the  ftatutes  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  King  Edward  IV.  concerning  the  bringing 
"  in  of  a  certain  number  of  bow-ftaves,"  (viz.  four  for  every  ton  of  merchandize)  **  and, 
**  according  to  the  weight  or  value  of  other  wares,  fhall  from  henceforth  be  duly  put  in  cxc- 
'^  cution  :  and  further  enafts,  that  all  merchant-ftrangers,  importing  wares  into  this  realm 
"  fropi  the  eaft  parts,  as  well  as  from  the  feventy-two  Hans-towns,  be  comprized  and  meant 
**  under  the  name  of,  and  bound,  as  the  merchants  mentioned  and  bound  by  the  faid  fla- 
«*  4utcs." 

Wc  mention  this  obfolete  law,  purely  to  fhew  that,  in  thofe  times,  they  were  not  al- 
ways  fcrupuloufly  cxaft  in  the  penning  of  their  laws  ;  which,  confequently,  are  not  ab- 
folutely  to  be  depended  on  ;  fincc  it  is  certain,  that,  at  the,  time  of  making  this  law,  there 
were  not  near  fo  many  as  feventy-two  towns  in  the  general  Hanfcatic  confederacy,  as  feveral 
of  thofe  towns  had,  before  this  time,  deferted  that  league.  Yet  it  may  poffibly  be  faid,  in  juf- 
tification  of  the  penners  of  this  ftatute,  that  the  entire  feventy-two  towns  might  ftill  have 
been  meant  or  intended  to  be  included  therein,  although  they  were  not  all  members  of  that 
confederacy  at  this  time. 

Wchavefeen,  under  the  year  885,  upon  what  judicious  account  King  Alfred  divided  the 
fireams,  and  thereby  fpoiled  the  navigation  of  the  river  Ley,  or  Lea,  running  from  the  town 
of  Ware  through  part  of  Hertfordfhire,  till  "at  length,  dividing  Eflcx  from  Middlefex,  it  falls 
into  the  Thames  near  Blackwall.    That  fmall  river  remained  almoft  in  tlie  fame  unnavigable 
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the  third  year  of  his  reign)  cap.  v.  and  another  in  1430,  being  the  ninth  of  the  fame  King, 
cap.  ix.  both  which  appointed  commifiioners  to  retain  perfons  to  fcour  and  amend  that  river  ; 
neither  of  which  ftatutes,  however,  produced  any  great  effeft.  Wherefore,  in  this  thirteenth 
year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  pafled,  cap.  xviii.  **  direfting  a  new  cut  or  trench  to  be  made 
*•  within  ten  years,  (at  the  charge  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of  Lon- 
**  don)  whereby  that  river  was  to  be  made  to  convey  all  viftuals,  corn,  and  other  neccflaries^ 
"  from  the  town  of  Ware  to  the  city  of  London,  and  from  London  to  Ware,"  By  this  aft 
that  river  was  reftorcd  to  its  ancient  channel,  and  made  more  commodious  than  perhaps  it 
had  ever  before  been,  for  the  convevance  ^f  meal,  malt,  corn,  &c.  out  of  Hertfordshire  to 
London,  fo  that  a  very  confiderable  expence  of  land  carriage  has  been  faved  ever  fincc  to  the 
Londoners,  as  well  as  to  the  countries  near  Ware  for  London  goods,. 

Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  obferves,  that  this  great  benefit  was  principally  owing  to  the 
Lord  Burleigh,  Lord  Treafufer  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  which  the  town  of  Ware  became  con- 
fiderable. It  is,  indeed,  probable,  that  Ware  had  no  exiflence  as  a  town  in  King  Alfred's 
time,  nor  perhaps  a  confiderable  time  after.  It  is,  however,  mentioned  in  the  above  named 
aft  of  the  year  1424,  and,  even  by  means  of  that  aft,  and  that  of  1430,  fmall  flat-bottomed 
boats  might  probably  have  navigated  between  London  and  Ware,  although  large  laden  barges 
could  not  pafs  till  this  period. 

The  Cappers,  or  Knit-Capmakers  of  England,  obfcrving  the  great  increafe  of  the  wear  of 
hats  made  of  felt,  had,  before  this  time,  obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament,  for  preventing  any 
foreign  materials  from  being  worked  up  into  hats.  But  that  not  anfwering  fully,  they,  in  this 
thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  obtain  a  fccond  law,  cap.  xix.  purporting,  **  That  every 
perfon  above  kven  years  of  age,  fhould  wear,  on  Sundays  and  Holidays,  a  cap  of  wool, 
knit,  made,  thicked,  and  drefled  in  England,  and  drefled  only  and  finifhed  by  fome  of  the 
trade  of  cappers,  on  the  forfeiture  of  three  fhillings  and  four  pence  for  everyday  fo  negleft- 
ed  to  be  worn:  excepting,  however,  out  of  this  aft,  maids,  ladies,  and  gentlewomen,  and 
every  lord,  knight,  and  gentleman,  of  twenty  marks  in  land,  and  their  heirs  ;  and  alfo  fuch 
as  have  bdrn  office  of  worfhip  in  any  city,  town,  or  fhirc,  and  alfo  the  wardens  of  the  Lon- 
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don  companies."  Nevcrthelefs,  the  fafhion  of  felt  hats  prevailing  fo  flrongly,  as  the  very 
penning  of  that  aft  feemed  to  portend  it  would,  as  well  by  reafon  of  their  fuperior  ftrength, 
lightncfs,  and  beauty,  as  alfo  of  their  being  much  better  adapted  to  fcreen  from  and  keep  out 
fun  and  rain,  the  knit  caps  are  long  fince  driven  out^  and  are  only  to  be  feen  in  fome  of  the 
poorefl  and  more  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  ftreets  to  Whitechaple  Bars  and  its  neighbourhood,  in  the  eaflern 
fuburbs  of  London,  were,  by  a  law,  cap.  xxiii.  direfted  to  be  paved.  And,  cap.  xxiv.  alfo 
ail  the  flreets  of  the  town  of  Ipfwich. 

We  have  feen  the  blind  zeal  of  a  Parliament  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  years  of  King  Edward  VI. 
in  1552,  in  their  law  againft  ufury,  or  of  ufe  or  intercfl  for  money,  cap.  xx.  But  our  le- 
giflators  were  now  become  more  enlightened,  in  the  reign  of  a  mofl  penetrating  Monarch  and 
Miniflry ;  for  the  immenfe  quantities  of  money  or  bullion  now  conftantly  brought  into  Eu- 
rope from  America,  and  fhipping,  commerce,  and  manufaftures  alfo  greatly  incrcafing,  whilfl 
"but  very  little,  if  any,  of  our  filver  was  as  yet  carried  to  the  Eafl  Indies  ;  from  all  fuch  confi- 
derations,  it  appeared,  that  there  were  now  confiderable  fums  of  money  ready  to  be  lent  out 
by  fuch  as  were  not  immediately  engaged  in  commerce,  nor  had  laid  their  money  out  in  the 
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157 1  purchafc  of  lands,  &c.  Money,  moreover,  beginning  now  to  be  confidered  as  much  a  com- 
modity as  other  things,  and  that  therefore  it  was  reafonable  its  poffeflbrs  fliould  improve  it  as 
much  as  thofc  did  who  were  poflefled  of  lands,  houfes,  or  merchandize;  for  where  is  the  dif- 
ference between  tiking  ten  pounds  at  the  year's  end  for  the  ufe  of  one  hundred  pounds  in 
money  lent  for  that  time,  and  a  merchant's  felling  goods,  which  he  had  juft  bought  for  one 
hundred  pounds  ready  money,  for  which  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  him  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  at  the  year's  end  ? — In  this  thirteenth  year,  therefore,  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  of 
Parliament  pafled,  cap,  viii.  reviving  that  of  the  thirty-feventh  year  of  King  Henry  VIIL 
cap.  ix.  for  eftablifhing  the  rate  of  intereft  at  ten  per  cent  per -annum.  The  preamble  fets 
forth,  **  that  the  prohibition  aft  of  King  Edward  VL  had  not  done  fo  much  good  as  was 
hoped  for ;  but  that  rather  the  faid  vice  of  ufury,  and  efpecially  by  fale  of  wares  and  Ihifts 
of  intereft,  hath  much  more  exceedingly  abounded,  to.  the  utter  undoing  of  many  gentle- 
men, merchants,  occupiers/  and  others,  and  to  the  importable  hurt  of  the  Common- 
wealth; as  well,  for  that,  in  the  faid  late  aft,  there  is  no  proviiionagainft  fuch  corrupt 
^'  ihifts  and  falesof  warca,  as  alfo  for  that  there  is  no  difference  of  punifhment  upon  the  great- 
er or  lefler  exaftions  or  oppreflions,  by  reafon  of  loans  upon  ufury.  It  was  therefore  now 
enaftcd,  that  the  faid  law  of  the  thirty-feventh  of  King  Henry  VIII.  be  revived ;  and  that 
**  all  bonds,  contrafts,  and  afturances,  collateral  or  otlier,  to  be  made  for  payment  of  any 
**  principal  money  to  be  lent,  or  covenant  to  be  performed,  upon  or  for  any  ufury,  in  lend- 
**  ing  or  doing  of  any  thing  againft  the  faid  aft  now  revived,  upon  or  by  which  loan  or  doing 
there  fhall  be  referved  or  taken  above  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  for  the  hundred  for  one  year, 
(hall  be  utterly  void," 

Neverthelefs,  when,  after  reading  this  laft  claufe,  fo  plainly  allowing  of  ufury,  tliat  is  to 
fay  intereft  of  money,  (for  the  word,  as  already  elfewherc  related,  had  then  no  other  import 
than  the  word  intereft  has  in  modern  times)  to  go  at  ten  per  cent,  wc  come  to  read  the  next 
following  paragraph,  it  does  not  convey  the  nioft  advantageous  idea  of  thofe  Proteftant  (and 
one  would  think  better  enlightened)  lawgivers,  thus  to  juggle  with  mankind,  viz. 

^*  And  forafmuch  as  all  ufury,  being  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God,  is  fin  and  deteftable ;  be 
it  enaftcd,  that  all  ufury,  loan,  and  forbearing  of  money,  or  giving  days  for  forbearing  of 
money,  byway  of  loan,  chevifance,  fhifts,  fale  of  wares,  contraft,.  or  other  doings  what- 
*•  foever  for  gain,— whereupon  is  referved  or  taken,  or  covenanted  to  be  referved,  paid,  or 
**  given  to  the  lender,  contraftor,  fhiftcr,  (orbearer,  or  deliverer,  above  the  fum  often  pounds 
**  for  the  loan  or  forbearing  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  one  year, — fhall  forfeit  fo  much  as 
"  fhall  be  referved  by  way  of  ufury  above  the  principal,  for  any  money  fo  to  be  lent  or  for- 
**  born,  &c.'' 

Thus,  although  the  legiflature  knew,  that  every  one  who  had  occaiion,  did  either  give  or 
take  intereft  for  money,  yet  the  old  prepofTeflions  againft  the  lawfulnefs  of  ufury  or  intereft, 
were  then  ftill  fo  ftrong  and  univerfal,  that  fomewhat  was  thought  necefTary  to  be  Hiid  againft 
the  very  thing  they  now  found  themfelves  compelled  to  re-eftablifh  for  the  welfare  of  the 
nation. 

JV.  B.  By  an  aft  of  the  thirty^ninthof  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  xviii.  this  aft  was  made  per- 
petual. 

Although  the  filver  coins  of  England,  was,  before  this  time,  reduced  to  the  very  fame 
weight  and  finenefs  as  in  our  days,  yet  the  falaries  of  many  royal  officers  were  ftill  fo  fmail,  as 
to  make  it  reafonably  be  conjeftured,  that  the  rate  or  expence  of  living  was  about  four  times  as 
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mafter  gunner  of  the  city  of  Carlifle  w>is  but  one  (hilling  per  day,  or  eighteen  pounds  five  Ihil* 
lings  yearly  ;  wheat.being  then  at  eight  {hillings  per  quarter;  fo  tha,t  his  falary  would  then  go 
as  far  as  feventy-three  pounds  or  more,  in  our  times. 

A'liJiough  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  Czar,  or  Great  Duke  of  Ruflia,  John  Bafilowitz,  or 
Va/jlowitz,  was  properly  the  firft  of  the  Ruffian  Princes  who  raifed  his  country  from  obfcu- 
rity,  by  the  great  conquefts  he  made  of  large  provinces  ;  conquering  PIcfcow  and  Great  Novo* 
grod  from  the  Lithuanians,  as  well  as  the  two  Tartar  kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan,  &c. 
Yet  his  favage  fiercenefs  and  cruelties  raifed  fuch  hatred  againft  him,  that  his  nobles,  though 
Chriftians,  were  provoked  fo  far,  as  to  call  in  the  Khan  of  Crim  Tartary,  a  Mahometan,  in 
or  nearly  about  this  fame  year  1571,  .who  not  only  ravaged  a  great  part  of  Ruffia,  but  burned 
down  the  capital  cjty  of  Mofcow,  (in  which  city,  according  to  PufFendorf,  there  were  then 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  houfes,  though  almoft  all  of  timber)  by  which  cruel  event, 
the  Englifli  compafiy  loft  above  one  hundred- thoufand  roubles,  the  whole  of  which  the  Czar 
promifed  to  make  good  to  them,  but  did  not  keep  his  word.  . 

In  the  fame  year,  Mr.  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  who  had  before  made  three  voyages  to  Ruffia, 
was  appointed  ambaffiidor  from  Queen  Elizabeth  to  this  Grand-Duke,  John  Bafilowitz;  but 
at  his  arrival,  he  found  the  Czar  had  fufpended  the  Company's  privileges,  through  the  bad 
conduct  of  fome  of  their  fervants,  the  envy  of  fome  irregular  Englifh  traders,  and  thcmifrepre- 
fentations  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffiidor  returned  from  England,  who  could  not  bring  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth into  all  his  mafter's  views.  The  company  had  alfo  many  loffiis,  by  (hipwrecks^  by  the 
Poliffi  pirates  at  fea,  and  by  bad  debts,  &c.  and  were  now,  in  other  refpefts,  in  a  bad  fitua«* 
tion :  yet  Jenkinfon  had  fo  much  addrefs,  as  to  obtain  a  reftoration  of  their  privileges  from 
the  Czar,  and  fatisfaftion  for  fome  part  of  their  loffcs,  although  the  greateft  part  was  never 
made  good  to  them. 

1572  Ever  fince  the  year  1553,  the  Englifh  had,  at  various  times,  traded  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
notwithftanding  the  claim  of  the  Portuguefe  court  to  an  exclufive  right  to  that  coaft,  as  the 
firft  difcoverers.  They  had,  for  that  reafon,  frequently  difturbed  the  Englilh  and  other  nations 
in  their  trade  for  gold  duft,  Guinea  grains,  and  ivory  ;  yet,  in  the  year  1572,  the  Portuguefe, 
finding  they  could  not  hold  all  that  coaft  folely  to  themfelves,  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
England,  by  which  all  former  difputes  were  adjufted,  and  freedom  of  trade  thither  was  ftipu- 
lated  with  England. 

In  p.  711,  of  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  yearly  falary 
to  William  Heme,  her  ferjeant-painter,  which  was  but  ten  pounds,  being  the  fame  as  it  had 
been  to  feveral  of  his  predeceffi>rs  therein  named. 

In  p.  715,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  that  Queen's  manumiffion  of  a  villain,  or  the  making 
a  freeman  of  a  man  born  in  her  manor  and  lordfhip  of  Taunton  Dean,  in  Somerfctfliire ;  be- 
ing the  fame  in  form  as  that  mentioned  under  the  year  151 4. 

The  Hanfeatic  Society,  relying  on  the  many  privileges  and  immunities  they  enjoyed  or 
claimed  engaged  in  a  frefli  quarrel  with  the  neighbouring  Princes,  on  the  following  occa- 
£on. 

It  feems  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  city  of  Lubeck  having  concluded  a  peace  at  Stetia 
witli  John  King  of  Sweden,  after  a  war  of  eight  years ;  one  of  the  articles  thereof  was,  that  the 
Lubeckers  might  freely  trade  with  Livonian  Narva,  then  ia  the  bands  of  Ruffia ;  yet  now  the 

VoL.IL  S  Swedifli 


138        AN      HISTORICAL      AHD      CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 


A.  D. 


1-572  Swedifli  monarch,  finding  himfelf  more  powerful,  under  the  pretext  of  his  war  with  Ruflia^ 
prohibited  the  Lubeckers,  &c.  from  reforting  to  Narva,  and  even  feized  on  their  fliips  trading 
thither.  Hereupon,  the  Hans-towns  held,  this  year,  a  grand  aflTembly  of  their  deputies,  for 
deliberating  on  this  and  other  points.  Thuanus,  in  lib.  51.  of  his  oftavo  edition  at  Franc- 
fort,  in  1614,  fays,  *•  That  fome  of  the  points  they  agreed  on  related  to  their  internal  go- 
*•  vernment ;  but  that  other  refolutions  related  to  foreign  ftates  and  princes,  moft  part  of  which 
**'laft  proved  of  no  efFeft."  Which  (hews  that  the  Hanfeatics  were,  at  this  time  greatly  declin- 
ing in  power  and  influence. 

According  to  Meteranus,  in  lib.  3.  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  quieting  of  her  fubjefts  un- 
cafincfs,  becaufe  of  the  feizure  of  their  efFefts,  in  the  year  1568,  in  the  Netherlands,  conclu- 
ded a  treaty  of  commerce  with  King  Charles  IX.  of  France  at  Blois,  wherein,  he  fays,  the 
Englifh  obtained  ample  privileges,  for  the  vent  of  their  merchandize.  But  this  author  adds, ' 
that  the  horrid  maffacre  of  the  French  Proteftants  at  Paris,  &c.  perpeti-ated  on  St.  Bartholomew's 
day,  tliis  year,  rendered  this  treaty  inefFedual,  by  reafon  of  the  terror  it  ftruck  into  the  Englifti 
merchants.  The  Admiral  Coligny,  and  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants,  were  decoyed  to  Paris, 
imder  pretence  of  the  nuptials  of  the  then  King  of  Navarre,  and  were  moft  inhumanly  but- 
chered. The  French  Papifts  gloried  fo  greatly  therein,  that  medals  were  ftruck  in  its  comme- 
moration, of  which  Father  Daniel  has  exhibited  a  print  in  his  French  hiftory. 

That  treaty  is  not  in  the  Foedera,  but  is  printed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  General  Collec- 
tion of  Treaties,  &c.  in  Englifh,  printed  in  oftavo,  fecond  edition,  1732.  Thereby,  (arti- 
cle 24.)  the  Englifti  were  to  be  allowed  in  France  a  magazine  or  ftorehoufe,  for  repofiting  the 
Englifti  cloth,  wool,  &c.  as  they  were  accuftomed  to  have  at  Antwerp,  Bergen-op-zoom,  and 
Bruges;  and  alfo  (article  25.)  a  place  for  aflcmbling  themfelves,  in  order  to  chufe  their  gover- 
nors and  otlicr  officers,  &c. 

The  Queen  being,  at  this  time,  on  bad  terms  both  with  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  (the  latter 
partly  on  account  of  the  Hans-towns)  thofe  two  articles  feem  to  have  been  chiefly  framed  for 
bringing  Spain  and  the  Emperor  to  be  more  favourable  to  the  Englifti  commerce ;  for,  in  the 
fixtccnth  article,  the  French  King  ftipulates,  that  in  cafe  any  Prince  ftiall  hereafter  moleft  the 
Englifti  in  their  trade  and  merchandize  in  the  Netherlands,  or  in  Germany  or  Pruflia,  then 
th«  French  King  ftiall  interpofc  for  their  relief:  and  by  the  feventeenth  article,  he  ftiall,  in 
cafe  of  refufal  and  delay,  arreft  the  perfons  and  goods  of  the  merchants  of  fuch  Prince,  being. 
in  his  territories,  until  the  Englifti  and  Irifti  fo  arrefted  be  rcftored.  And  in  article  20.  the 
Queen  obliges  herfelf  to  perform  the  fame  fervices  for  the  fubje£ts  of  the  French  King  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes.  Yet  fome  think  that  neither  of  tliofe  monarchs  were  fincere  in  this  treaty ; .  Charles's 
aim  being  to  hoodwink  Elizabeth  whilft  he  was  perpetrating  that  horrid  maflfacre ;  and  that 
the  obje£k  of  Elizabeth,  by  this  treaty,  was  to  render  Sp^in  and  the  Emperor  more  tradable. 

From  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume  we  learn,  that,  in  this  year,  1572,  there  refided  at  Con- 
ftantinople  confuls  from  the  French,  Venetians,  Genoefe,  and  Florentines,  but  none  front 
England;  the  trade  into  the  Levant  having,  it  feems,  been  quite  difcontinued  from  the  year 
1553  to  the  year  2575. 

The  fame  indefatigable  Hakluyt  gives  the  public  an  Engliftiman's  Letter  to  'him  from  New 
Spain,  fignifying,. 

I.  That  feveit  years  before  this  time,  tlie  Spamards  firft  found  out  the  voyage  from.  Aca- 
pulco  to  the  Philippine  iftes^ 

IL  That 
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1572      11.  That  the  city  of  Mexico  contained  fifty  thoufand  families,  fix  thoufead  of  which  were 
Spaniards. 

III.  That  the  city  of  Tlafcala  contained  fixteen  thoufand  families,  at  or  near  which  laft- 
iiamed  place  all  the  cochineal  grows. 

IV.  That  the  beft  filver  mines  were  north  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 

V.  And  that  the  refining  of  filver  with  quickfilver  was  then  but  a.  late  difcovory,  it  having 
before  been  done  with  lead. 

By  an  expired  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  5.  entitled, 
How  Vagabonds  fhall  be  punifhed,  and  the  Poor  relieved,  all  that  related  to  the  honeft  poor  there- 
in was,  **  That  afleflinents  fhould  be  made  of  the  parifliioners  of  every  parifh,  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  of  the  fame  parifh."  And  this  was  the  firft  legal  and  efFeftual  parochial  affeffment  for 
the  poor  in  England. 
'573  ^^  ^^^®  fifteenth  volume,  p.  717,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  in  the  year  1573,  Queen 
Elizabeth  created  the  Earl  of  Shrewlbury  Earl  Marfhal  of  England  during  life,  with  a  falary 
of  only  twenty  pounds  per  annum.  Yet,  from  the  flendernefs  of  the  fiated  nominal  falaries 
of  this  and  other  great  officers,  having  large  perquifites,  no  certain  inferences  can  be  drawn  for 
forming  a  jufl  judgment  either  of  the  rate  of  living,  or  of  the  fcarcity  of  money- 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  721,  there  feems  to  h^ve  been  much  injvjiry  done  by  tjifi  Portuguefe, 
as  well  on  land  as  on  the  feas,  to  the  Englifh  about  this  time  :  for,  in  this  yery  year.  Queen 
Elizabeth  ifTucd  ^  commiffion  to  her  high-admiral,  and  feveral  lords,  gentlemen,  and  mer- 
chants, to  enquire  into  the  fame.  Againft  whom,  that  is,  the  Portuguefe,  fhe  herein  ob- 
ferves,  that  there  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  loud  complaints  ;  and  that  the  ihips,  merchan* 
dize,  and  money  of  her  merchants  were  feized,  and  tl\e  debts  due  to  thpm  detained,  in  the  do- 
minions of  her  dear  brother  Sebaflian,  King  of  Portugal,  and  on  the  feas  by  his  fleets,  under 
his  authority,  contrary  to  the  flrift  friendfhip  that  has  fo  long  fubfifled  between  the  two 
crowns, — Wherefore,  the  Queen  impowers  the  faid  commiffioners  to  enquire  into  the  efFefts 
of  that  King's  fubjefts  detained  by  her  fubjefts. 

Under  this  fame  year  alfo.  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Annals  of  Ireland,  has  the  following 
remarkable  note,  concerning  the  burthen  which  Ireland  was  then  to  England,  by  rcafon  of  the 
very  unfettled  ftate  of  the  former,  viz.  *'  The  money  which  the  Queen  had  fent  to  Ireland 
**  fince  her  acceifion  to  the  crown  to  this  time,  being  computed,  came  to  four  hundred  and 
**  ninety  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fevcnty-nine  pounds  feven  (hillings  and  fix -pence  half- 
penny ;  whereas,  the  whole  produce  of  tbe  revenue  of  Ireland,  during  all  that  time,"  (viz.  for 
fifteen  years)  "  amounted  but  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds."  How  happy  is 
the  change,  in  thefe  refpefts,  fince  thofe. times,  iri  Ireland  ! 

In  this  fame  year,  1573,  Don  John  of  Auflria  reduced  the  city  of  Tunis,  in  Barbary,  to 
the  obedience  of  Spain,  from  which  it  had  revolted.  Neverthelefs,  in  tlie  following  year,  the 
Turks,  with  a  powerful  army,  retook  Tunis,  and  alfo  pofTeflTed  themfelves  of  the  Goletta, 
which  Spain  has  never  fince  been  able  to  repoflefs. 

As  Mr.  Burchet's  Complete  Hiflory  of  the  moft  remarkable  Tranfaftions  at  Sea,  from  the 
carlieft  Accounts  of  Time  down  to  the  Conclufion  of  Queen  Anne's  War,  is  a  work  which 
may,  in  general  be  rcafonably  depended  on,  lie  having  been  fecretary  to  the  board  of  .ad- 
miralty for  a  long  feries  of  years,  we  fhall  here,  from  his  preface,  exhibit  the  entire  navy  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  as  it  ftood  in  the  year  15739  viz. 
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'573  No.  of  fliips.  No.  of  cannon. 

I  of  100 

9        from         88  to  60 
49        from        58  to  40 

Total,    59  Ihips  of  the  line  of  battle,  as  they  might  be  reckoned  In  thofc  days. 
58         from         38  to  20 
29        from         18  to     6 

Total,    146  (hips, 
Neverthelefs,  the  faid  author,  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  his  firft  book,  p.  20  and  21,  fays. 
That  the  mcrchant-fhlps  of  England  were  then  efteemed  the  principal  part  of  our  maritime 
power;  of  which,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1582,  there 
were  reckoned  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  many  of  them  of  five  hundred  tons  each  ;  and 
in  the  beginning  of  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  it  was  computed  there  were  four  hundred^ 
but  thefc  not  of  fo  great  burthen.     As  to  the  (hips  of  war  belonging  to  the  crown  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  their  number  was  thirteen  ;  to  which  eleven  were  added  by  King 
•*  James  I."     So  that  even  King  James  I.  had  but  twenty-four  (hips  of  his  own  :  and  all,  or 
moft  of  the  above-named  number  of  one  hundred  ^nd  forty-fix  (hips,  called  Queen  Elizabeth's 
naval  power,  confifted  of  merchant-fhips,  occafionally  hired  by  her,  excepting  the  thirteen 
^  (hips  which  were  her  own  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  ten  largeft  (hips  in  the  above 
lift,  compofed  a  part  of  the  thirteen. 

In  a  treatife  in  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Remains,  p.  196,  publi(hed  in  1651,  being  an  eflay 
firft  written  in  i6og,  he  obferves,  *'  That  in  the  year  1573,  there  was  brought  in  an  immea- 
"  furable  ufe  of  luxurious  commodities  in  England,  as  wines,  fpices,  filk,  and  fine  Hncfi  : 
**  for,  of  the  latter  fort,  of  above  ten  groats  the  ell,  there  is  above  three  hundred  and  fixty 
•*  thoufand  pounds  yearly  fpent,  which  is  half  the  value  of  our  woollen  cLotlis  exported ;  and  ma- 
**  keth  the  ftate  to  buy  more  than  they  do  fell :  whereas  a  good  father  of  a  family  ought  to  be 
vendacemi  a  feller,  not  emaceniy  a  buyer."  Camden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  under 
the  year  1574,  fays,  the  people  (by  which  he  meant  the  rich)  wore  filks  glittering  with  gold 
and  filver,  either  embroidered  or  laced  ;  which,  it  feems,  the  Queen  in  vain  endeavoured  by 
her  proclamation  to  reftrain,  and  to  oblige  people  to  conform  to  a  prefcribed  rule.  Feafting 
alfo  was  much  in  fafhion  at  this  time ;  alfo  greaft  improvements  were  made  in  buildings,  and 
more  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  country-feats  were  re-edified,  in  greater  beauty  and  large- 
nefs  than  had  ever  before  been  known.  **  And  certainly,"  fays  he,  '*  to  the  great  ornament 
**  of  the  kingdom,  though  to  the  decay  of  hofpitality."  All  which,  however,  when  rightly 
confidered,  was  no  other  than  the  natural  efFefts  of  our  increafing  riches  and  commerce; 

ThrProteftants  in  France,"  fays  Mr.  Burchet,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  **  were  become  fa- 
powerful  in  a  numerous  (hipping,  that  in  the  year  1573,  Jhcy  committed  fpoiL,  without 
diftinftion,  on  all  they  met,  and  plundered  feveral  Englifh  (hips.     Whereupon  Queen 
Elizabeth  fcnt  out  Holftock,  comptroller  of  the  navy,  with  a  fquadron  ;  who  retook  feve- 
**  ral  Engli(h  (hips,  feized  on  fome  of  thofecruizers,  and  difperfed  the  reft,"' 
'S74      Bondage  was  not  as  yet  quite  worn  out  in  England  ;  as  we  find  in  vol.  xv.  p.  731,  of  the 
Foedera;  where,  in  the  year  1574,  we  fee  Queen  Elizabeth's  commiflTionto  her  Lord  Treafurer 
Burleigh,  arid  Sir  William  Mildmay,  Chancellor,  of  the  Exchequer,  •' for  enquiring  into  the 
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1574  **  lands,  tenements,  and  other  goods,  of  all  her  bond-men  and  bond-women  in  the  counties 
•*  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somerfet,  and  Glouccfter,  viz.  fuch  as  were  by  blood  (L  e.  birth) 
*'  in  a  flavifh  condition,  by  being  born  in  ^ny  of  her  manors  ;  and  to  compound  with  all  or 
*•  any  fuch  bond-men  or  bond-women  in  thofe  four  counties,  for  their  manumiflion  or  frce- 
*•  dom  ;  and  for  their  enjoying  their  faid  lands,  tenements,  and  goods,  as  freemen."  By  this 
commiffion,  probably,  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  raifed  for  that  Queen's  ufe  ;  the  com- 
monalty continually  growing  richer  by  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  national  commerce. 

The  Chronicon  Preciofum  gives  us  an  account  of  fo  great  a  dearth  at  London,  that  wheat 
rofe  to  two  pounds  fixteen  ihillings  per  quarter,  and  beef  at  Lammas  to  one  pound  ten  (hil- 
lings per'ftone :  yet  after  harveft,  wheat  fell  to  one  pounds  four  fhillings  per  quarter,  that  is» 
three  (hillings  per  bu(hel ;  which  was  ftill  dear  for  the  time. 

Poland,  fays  Baron  Holberg,  was,  in  1574,  bleftwith  herbeft  monarch,  Stephen  Bathori, 
Prince  of  Tranfylvania  ;  who  not  only  made  many  excellent  laws,  but  by  keeping  a  body  of 
horfc  continually  (lationed  on  the  frontiers  of  Tartary,  proved  the  means  of  bringing  the  Uk- 
raine to  be  cultivated,  after  having  lain  fo  long  untitled,  and  almoft  unpeopled,  on  account  of 
the  frequent  incurfions  of  the  1  artars  ;  in  confequence  of  which  wife  meafares,  that  country 
began  thence  to  be  adorned  with  cities  and  towns.  That  wife  King  likewife  humanized  the 
CoflTacks,  till  then  a  barbarous  people. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  the  Sultan  Amurath  III.  who  reigned  between  1574  and  1595,  that 
Crim  Tartary  was  firft  reduced  to  be  tributary  to  the  Turks  ;  which  conqueft  has  very  often 
been  made  of  great  fcrvice  to  the  Sultans  againft  the  neighbouring  nations  of  Ruflia,  Poland, 
and  Hungary. 

1575  Wc  have  before  obfervcd,  under  the  year  1548,  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  for  political 
ends,  had  allowed  a  large  rate  of  intereft  on  the  great  fums  he  had  borrowed  of  the  republic  of 
Genoa,  which  was  alfo  for  fome  time  continued  by  his  fon,  King  Philip  11.  and  thofc  loans 
further  increafed  on  the  fecurity  of  the  revenues  of  Spain,  and  of  Spanifh  America  ;  and  al- 
though,  upon  King  Philip's  afterward  reducing  the  rate  of  intereft  on  thofe  debts  to  Genoa, 
he  had  given  affurances  that  the  reduced  intereft  fhould  afterward  be  punftually  paid,  yet  we 
fir.d,  that  at  feveral  times  after,  and  particularly  in  the  year  1575,  King  Philip  again  put  a  ftop 
to  the  payment  of  their  arrears  of  intereft,  at  a  time  when  divifions  ran  high  at  Genoa,  be- 
tween the  old  and  new  nobility.  The  interruptions  of  regular  payment,  were  faid  to  have 
been  made  purely  for  keeping  the  ftate  of  Genoa  in  a  greater  dependence  upon  Spain;  though 
it  be  certain  alfo  that  King  Philip's  ncceffities,  occafioned  by  his  boundlefs  views  and  immenfe 
cxpcnce,  were  a  principal  caufc  of  them.  On  occafion  of  the  prefcnt  ftoppage  of  the  intereft, 
that  Monarch  direftcd  a  revifal  of  his  accounts  with  the  Genoefe  for  fifteen  years  backward, 
which  greatly  alarmed  them  ;  as,  according  to  their  hiftorian  De  Mailly,  vol.  ii.  b.  la.  "  They 

had  taken  fuch  advantage  of  that  Prince's  neceilities,  as  to  have  made  eleven,  twelve,  and 

fometimes  eighteen  per  cent,  intereft  on  their  loans  ;    fo  that  the  ancient  nobles  alone  had 

drawn  annually  from  Spain  a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions  of  gold."  And  this  review  of  thecourt 

of  Spain,  is  faid  to  have  produced  a  further  reduftion  of  intereft  on  thofe  d  ebt  due  to  Genoa. 

Notwrthftanding  what  is  faid  under  the  year  1553,  it  is  plain  that  hitherto  the  Englifh  were 

not  fully  acquainted  with  the  whale-fifhery  :  for,   in  the  firft  volume  of  Ilakluyt's  Voyac^cs, 

London,  printed  in  1598,  p.  413-14,  we  have  the  *'  requcft  of  an  honeft  merchant,  hv  letter 

**  to  a  friend  of  his;  to  be  advifed  and  dire6ted  in  the  courfe  of  killing  the  whale."     This  was 

in  the  year  1575.     The  anfwer,  in  fubftaricc,  was,  That  there  Ihould  be  a.  (hip  of  two  hund- 
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1575  red  tons  burthen,  with  proper  utenfils  and  inftruments.  Bot  what  is  moft  particularly  to  be 
obferved,  is,  that  all  tlic  ncceflary  officers  were  then  to  be  had  from  Bifcay :  which  Ihews, 
what  is  alfo  elfewhere  remarked,  that  the  Bifcayans  were  the  earlieft  whale-fifticrs  of  any  nation 
in  Europe,  excepting,  however,  the  people  of  Norway  ;  who,  we  have  feen,  even  as  far  back 
as  our  famous  King  Alfred's  time,  were  employed  in  that  trade.' 

1576  A  law  of  the  fifth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  xi.  having  revived  a  ftatute  of  thefixth  of 
King  Henry  V.  cap.  iii.  which  made  it  high  treafon  in  any  that  (hould  clip,  round,  wafli,  or 
file,  the  current  coins  of  England ;  and  whereas,  fince  the  enabling  thereof,  other  new  devices 
had  been  found  out,  for  impairing,  diminifliing,  fcaling,  and  otherwife  lightening  the  coins 
of  England,  or  the  coins  of  other  realms  allowed  by  proclamation  to  be  curreiu  in  England  ; 
all  the  faid  arts  were,  by  an  a&  of  this  eighteenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  i.  declared  to  be 
high  treafon. 

By  another  ftatute  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xix.  all  the  ilreets  of  the  city  of  Chicheftcr  were  " 
iirft  direfted  to  be  paved  with  ftone. 

An  accommodation  being,  at  length,  patched  up  between  the  old  and  the  new  nobility  of 
Genoa,  after  their  quarrels  had  brought  the  very  being  of  the  republic  into  great  danger,  it  was 
in  this  year  1576,  ftipulated,  according  to  De  Mailly's  Hifiory  of  Genoa,  vol.  11.  lib.  xiL 
**  That  both  old  and  new  nobility  fhould  for  ever  after  be  deemed  but  one  body  ;  utterly  abo- 
lilhing  the  former  diftinftion  of  old  and  new  nobles.  And  as  idlenefs  is  ever  pernicious 
to  the  public,  noblemen  were  now  permitted  to  excrcife  certain  arts  or  trades,  and  alfo  to 
praftife  a  wholefale  trade  or  merchandize,  without  any  difhonour  to  their  nobility  j  pro- 
vided, however,  that  they  Ihould  not  keep  an.  open  or  retail  fhop." 
In  vol.  XV.  p.  756,  of  the  Foedcra,  Queen  Elizabeth  grants  to  Edward  Baflano,  one  of 
her  muficians,  one  Ihiiling  and  eight-pence  per  day,  during  his  life,  or  thirty  pounds  eight 
(hillings  and  four-pence  yearly ;  the  fame  as  his  father  had  enjoyed  in  the  fame  ftation. 

Under  this  fame  year  1576,  Hakluyt  acquaints  us,  that  although  tlie  Ruffia  company  had 
an  cxclufive  charter,  which,  as  we  have  feen,  was  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  yet  we 
find  that  Alderman  Bond,  once  before  mentioned,  had  difputes  with  that  company,  becaufe 
of  his  trading  without  their  leave  to  Narva  in  Livonia,  and  alfo  to  Kola,  Kegor,  &c.  in 
Kufiian  Lapland ;  but  Narva  was  then  under  the  Swedes. 

At  this  time,  and  fome  years  before,  the  Ruffia  company  had  been  at  a  confidcrable  expence 
in  fending  out  fliips  for  difcovering  a  fuppofcd  paflage  through  Waigats  Streight;  north-eaft- 
ward  tOfChina  and  the  Eaft  Indies.  But  they  were  abfolutely  obftrufted  by  the  ice,  as  well  as 
by  the  intenfe  cold  of  that  miferable  Streight. 

In  this  year  there  happened  hi  Antwerp  a  furious  mutiny  of  the  Spanifh  garrifon,  for  want 
of  their  pay ;  wherein  the  citizens  were  grievoufly  infultcd»^and  compelled  to  give  them  four 
hundred  thoufand  florins.  They  rifled  the  houfes  of  the  Englifh  merchants,  and  compelled 
them  to  pay  them  a  great  fum  in  gold  for  their  ranfom.  A  fad  prefage  of  what  was  fo  fatally 
to  happen  nine  years  after- 
*S77  '^^^^  Englifh  genius  was  not  to  be  difcouragcd  by  former  unfuccefsful  attempts  towards  find- 
ing a  pafliage  to  China  and  Eaft  India  without  interfering  with  the  Portuguefe,  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  foutb-eaftward,  nor  with_  Spain  fouth-weftward,  by  the  ftreights  of  Magellan : 
and  as  a  north-eaftward  paflage  had  already  been  attempted  in  vain,  there  feemed  now  only  the 
north-wcftward  paflage  to  be  explored,  which  we  have  feen  had  been  in  part  already  attempted' 
by  Frobiflier.     The  Portuguefe  and  Spanifli  chart-makers,  and  cofmographers,  were,  it  feems, 
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1577  cxprcfsly  enjoined  by  their  fovereigns  not  to  give  any  kind  of  light  to  other  nations  in  this 
refpedt ;  becaufe  they  were  juftly  apprehenfive,  if  there  were  any  fuch  north- weft  paHage,  that 
it  would  prove  a  much  Ihorter  courfe  to  India  and  China  than  theirs,  either  by  the  fouth-eaft 
or  fouth-weft  paflage.  For  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  the  Englifh  to  this  attempt,  feveral 
trcatifes  were  publifhed  by  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  Mr.  Richard  Willcs,  &c.  which  were  softly 
founded  upon  the  romantic  reports  of  certain  ancient  as  well  as  of  fome  more  modern  authors, 
without  any  folid  probability.  Yet,  upon  fuch  grounds  as  thefe,  and  the  encouragement  of 
friends,  Captain  Frobilher  made  his  fecond  attempt,  in  the  year  1577,  with  one  of  the 
Queen's  own  fhips,  two  barks,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  gen- 
tlemen. He  again  entered  the  ftreights  he  had  named  after  himfelf  in  his  former  attempt, 
where  he  found  ftore  of  the  glittering  ftones  and  fand  he  had  feen  in  his  laft  voyage,  with 
which  he  now  loaded  his  veflels  :  and  as  it  is  unneceflary  to  relate  his  adventures  with  the  fa* 
vages,  fo  often  already  printed,  we  fhall  only  add,  that  he  returned  home  the  fame  year  with 
his  imaginary  treafure,  which  afterwards,  upon  a  more  folid  trial,  proved  of  no  value. 

In  vol.  XV.  p.  769,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  commiffion  iffued  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  for 
the  reftitution  of  fhips  and  merchandize  formerly  taken  from  the  Portuguefe ;  which  reftitu- 
tion  was  thereby  declared  to  be  in  confcquence  of  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Portugal :  yet  this 
treaty  itfelf  is  not  in  the  Foedcra,  unlefs  it  be  that  of  1572. 

And  in  the  feven  hundred  and  feventieth  page  of  the  fame  volume,  the  very  fame  com- 
mifTioners  are  impowcrcd  to  treat  with  thofe  of  the  French  King,  concerning  depredations  and 
captures  at  fea,  and  of  other  injuries  on  both  fides. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Fcedera  alfo,  we  fee  a  fimilar  commiffion  to  treat  with  the  com- 
miffioners  of  Scotland,  for  redrefling  the  grievances  fo  long  complained  of  by  the  council 
and  merchants  of  King  James  VI.  then  a  minor,  being  on  account  of  depredations  committed 
on  the  feas,  &c.  on  the  Scotifh  (hips  and  merchandize. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fends  Mr.  Edmund  Hogan,  as  her  envoy  to  Muley  Abdelmeiek,  Empe- 
ror of  Morocco ;  in  which  country  there  were  already  fome  Englifh  merchants  refident ;  for 
whom  were  now  obtained  certain  commercial  privileges.  Here  he  found  alfo  certain  Spanilh, 
Portuguefe,  and  French  merchants.  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  obferves, 
•«  That,  by  degrees,  the  Englifh  have  beaten  the  Portuguefe  out  of  that  trade,  though  at  firfl 
*'  they  laboured  to  do  the  like  by  us." 

The  ingenious  author  of  the  prefent  State  of  England,  in  oftavo,  1683,  obferves,  that  about 
this  time,  pocket  watches  were  firft  brought  into  England  from  Germany.  -Nurenberg  is 
ufually  afligned  for  the  place  where  watches  were  firft  invented  ;  though  the  time  of  their  in- 
vention is  very  uncertain. 
1578  The  fuppofed  gold  ore  which  Frobifher  brought  home  in  former  voyages  from  Meta-incog- 
nita,  as  Queen  Elizabeth  had  named  the  countries  about  Frobifher*s  Streights,  together  with 
the  hopes  of  a  north-weft  paflage  to  what  they  ftill  called  Cathai,  /.  e.  China,  encouraged  the 
Queen  to  appoint  commiffioners  for  thofe  ends ;  who  at  firft  making  a  fuppofed  proof  of  that 
ore,  and  alfo  affigning  certain  grounds  for  the  probability  of  a  paflage,  Frobilher  was  there- 
upon, in  the  year  1578,  fent  but  the  third  and  laft  time,  with  fifteen  Ihips,  and  with  miners 
for  the  ore,  which  they  were  to  load  homeward  the  fame  year,  and  to  leave  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pei-fons  to  inhabit  the  above  named  Meta-incognita,  with  three  fhips  to  attend  them. 
They  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  Frobifher*s  Streights,  (it  may  feem  fomcwhat  ftrangc,  they 
could  not  hit  upon  Davis's  Streights,  which  was  fo  near  them,,  were  it  not  that  the  fuppofed 

gold 
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1578  gold  ore  led  tliem  eagerly  tliither  again.)  They  loft  one  of  their  fliips,  confumed  their  pro- 
vifions,  and  returned  home,  without  leaving  any  perfons,  as  they  had  intended,  to  fettle  in 
that  country,  or  the  making  any  ufeful  difcovery,  or  even  fo  much  as  going  into  the  Streights: 
they  however  loaded  their  (hips  with  three  hundred  tons  of  the  fuppofe^  treafure,  and  after 
much  hazard  by  ice  and  ftorms,  they  returned  home  one  by  one. 

N.  B.  In  thefe  old  northern  voyages,  they  frequently  mention  ai\  ifland  which  they  called 
Friefland,  and,  pro}>ably,  was  part  of  the  main  land  of  Labrador,  or  elfe  of  old  Greenland, 
taken  by  them  for  a  great  ifland  ;  and  concerning  which  there  were  various  romantic  ftories 
in  thofe,  and  even  later  times.  Their  fnppofed  gold  ore,  brought  home  in  this  and  former 
voyages,  was  at  length  found  to  be  of  no  value  whatever,  being  nothing  more  than  a  glitter- 
ing or  (hining  fand.  Dr.  Heylin  is  the  laft  author  of  eminence  who  mentions  this  non- 
entity of  Friefland  Iflc;  telling  us  the  names  of  towns,  and  of  its  being  well  frequented  by 
Europeans,  for  its  plenty  of  fifli,  confounding  it,  raoft  probably,  with  Iceland,  or  with  old 
Greenland,  &c.  This  is  one  inftance,  among  many,  of  the  inaccuracy  of  our  earlieft  maps. 
In  our  old  voyage  books  there  is  a  romantic  ftory  of  two  Venetian  brothers,  named  Zeni,  who 
were  ftiipwrecked  on  this  fuppofed  iflc  about  three  hundred  years  ago ;  but  the  whole  is  fo  ex- 
travagant, that  no  one  now  pays  any  regard  to  it.  This  fable  was,  it  feefiis,  taken  from  the 
letters  of  one  of  thefe  two  brothers,  and  publiflied  by  a  Francifco  Marccllino. 

In  this  fame  year  1578,  Hakluyt  gives  ua  an  account  of  the  Newfoundland  fifliers  from  Eu- 
rope in  tlie  preceding  year,  viz.  **  one  hundred  fliips  from  Spain,  fifty  from  Portugal,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  from  France,  and  fifteen  from  England. — That  the  Englifti  had  the  beflb 
*'  fliips,  and  therefore  gave  the  law  to  the  reft,  being  in  the  bays  the  prote&ors  of  others ;  for 
*•  which  it  was  then,  and  had  been  of  old,  a  cuftom  to  make  them  fome  fort  of  acknow- 
"  ledgment  as  Admirals ;  fuch  as,  a  boat  load  of  fait,  for  guarding  them  from  pirates,  and* 
**  other  violent  intruders,  who  often  drive  them  from  a  good  harbour,  &c."  He  fays,  "  the 
**  fiftiery  of  the  Englifli  at  Iceland  was  the  reafon  we  had  not  then  fuch  numbers  of  Ihips  at 
*•  Newfoundland. — That  the  Spaniards  had  then,  next  to  the  Englifli,  the  beft  fliips  there. — 
**  That  there  were  alfo  twenty  or  thirty  fliips  from  Bifcay,  to  kill  whales  for  train  oil."  But 
here  is  no  mention  as  yet  of  whale-fins,  or  whale-bone,  in  our  days  of  fo  great  value  ;  which 
ftiews  its  ufe  for  womens  ftays,  ice.  was  not  then  known.  His  friend,  in  a  letter  from  New- 
foundland, is  earneft  for  the  Englifli  to  fettle  at  the  ifle  of  Cape  Breton  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fiftiery,  and  in  another  ifle  at  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  St.  Laurence.  Hakluyt  was  in  thofe 
times  a  moft  indefatigable  enquirer  after  new  trades  and  difcoveries,*  and  was  undoubtedly  of 
great  ufe  to  our  adventurers,  by  giving  them  much  light  into  the  nature  and  means  of  difco- 
verie^,  and  feems  to  have  been  a  public  blefling  to  England  in  thofe  days. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  784,  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  firft  public  trea- 
ty with  the  States  General  of  the  then  feemingly  all  United  Netherlands,  on  their  firft  revolt 
from  Spain  ;  dated  at  Bruflels,  fevcnth  of  January  1578.  It  is  entitled.  An  ofF(^five  and  de- 
fcnfive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  with  the  Belgic  States,  herein  ftiled,  the  **  prelates,  nobles, 
**  deputies  of  cities,  members  of  Brabant,  Guelderland,  Flanders,  Artois,  Hainault,  Valen- 
**  ciennes,  Lifle,  Douay,  Orchies,  Holland,  Zealand,  Namur,  Tournay,  Utrecht,  Mech- 
**  lin,  Friefland,  Overyflel,  and  Groningen.'* 

As  this  treaty  was  chiefly  for  the  mutual  fupport  of  each  other,  againft  the  then  exorbitant 
power  of  Spain,  it  is  needkis  to  be  very  particular  in  all  its  articles. 

"  I.  The 
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1578      **  I.  The  firft  article  confirms  all  the  treaties  made  between  England  and  the  Houfc  of 

•*  Burgundy,  unlefs  otherwife  to  be  ftipulated. 

•  *•  II.  No  tranfaSion  of  importance,  relating  to  peace  or  war  in  the  Netherlands,  fhall  be 
**  concluded  without  the  Queen's  participation;  whofe  Minifters  fliall  be  prcfent  at  all  fuch 
•*  deliberations. 

*•  III.  Mutual  general  afllftance  to  each  other,  with  equal  military  forces. 

«*  IV.  All  controverfies  among  the  ftates  fhall  be  referred  to  her  arbitration. 

"  V.  If  the  Queen  fhall  find  herfelf  obliged  to  fit  out  a  fleet  for  guard  of  the  feas,  the  flatej, 
**  at  her  inflance,  fhall  join  it  with  forty  fhips  of  theirs,  with  failors,  foldiers,  and  ammuni- 

» 

**  tion,  to  be  under  the  Queen's  command.     None  of  which  fhips  to  be  of  lefs  burden  than 
**  forty  tons. 

"  VI.  Rebels  not  to  be  protefted  on  either  fide. 

"  VII.  The  States  to  make  no  treaty  nor  alliance  with  any  Prince  or  State  whatever,  with- 
**  out  her  conlent. 

"  VIII.  The  prefent  and  future  governors  in  the  Netherlands,  fhall  ratify  and  confirm  all 
**  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  CathoHc  King. 

"  IX.  Whenever  a  treaty  of  peace  fhall  be  concluded  between  tlie  faid  States  and  the  Ca- 
«•  tholic  King,  the  States  fhall  oblige  the  faid  King  of  Spain  to  confirm  and  make  perpetual 
•*  all  fuch  of  the  faid  articles  as  the  Queen  fhall  then  judge  expedient  and  convenient." 

<;•       ,  ,        f  Francis  Walfingham, 
^  ^     I  and  Thomas  Wyldon. 

<*  Sealed  with  the  Queen's  feal,  and  with  the  feal  of  the  diitchy  of  Brabant,  in  the  name  of  all 

««  the  States  General." 

Happy  had  it  been  for  the  general  liberty  and  independence  of  Europe,  (in  all  probability) 
had  all  the  provinces  and  cities  named  in  this  treaty  remained  united  to  this  day,  fo  as  to  have 
been  able  to  have  defended  their  own  barrier  from  the  encroachments  of  France  or  Spain,  and 
thereby  to  have  faved  fo  much  Englifh  blood  and  treafure  lavifhed  in  defence  of  a  people  at 
prcfent  difrcgardlefs  of  their  befl  friends,  as  well  as  of  their  once  highly  prized  barrier. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  for  a  long  time  kept  the  Hanfeatics,  or  Steelyard  German  merchants,* 
in  fufpcnce  with  relation  to  the  expefted  renewal  of  their  old  commercial  immunities,  until  by 
degrees  her  own  fubjefts  had  confiderably  increafed  in  foreign  trade  and  fhipping.  The  Han- 
featics at  length  finding  they  could  not  fhake  her  firmnefs,  applied  to  the  Emperor  Rodolph 
II,  as  being  his  fubjefts,  ftrongly  pleading  the  neceflity  of  obliging  her  to  yield  to  their  being 
reinflatcd  in  their  faid  old  and  now  mofl  unreafonable  immunities,  viz.  particularly  for  their 
paying  only  the  ancient  cuflom  of  one  per  cent.  The  Queen  replifcd  to  that  Emperor's  re- 
monftrances,  that  fhe  had  done  the  Hanfeatics  nojcind  of  wrong,  having  treated  them  on  the 
fame  footing  in  which  fhe  had  found  them  at  her  accefEon  to  the  crown  ;  as  it  was  her  fifler 
who  had  abolifhed  that  old  duty,  and  laid  on  that  now  fubfifting. 

This  anfwer  was  far  from  giving  fatisfa£iion ;  and  the  Hanfeatics  growing  louder  in  their 
complaints  all  over  Germany,  they  at  length  ifiiied  a  prohibition  of  the  Englifh  merchants  to 
refide  any  longer  at  Hamburgl 

Hereupon  the  Queen,  being  juftly  incenfed,  began  to  treat  tliem  more  roughly ;  and  in  this 

fame  year  1578,  fhe  pnblifhed  a  declaration,  annulling  all  their  ancient  immunities,  now  only 

allowing  them  the  fame  commercial  privileges  that  other  foreigners  enjoyed.     Soon  after  flic 

ifTued  her  proclamation,  prohibiting  all  foreigners,  and  particularly  the  Hans  or  Steelyard 

Vol.  II.  T  merchants 
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1578  merchants  by  name,  from  exporting  Englifh  wool.  This  prohibition  was  faid  to  be  owing  to 
the  induftrious  Protcftant  Netherlanders,  who  had  been  lately  driven  out  by  the  Spaniih  go- 
vernors, and  had  fettled  in  England,  who  advifcd  the  Queen  to  forbid  the  exportation  of  wool 
unmanufadured.  (The  royal  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  Brandenburg  obferves,  that  the  raa- 
nufaflurers  of  Brandenburg  had  made  no  good  cloth,  till  the  French  refugees  came  thither,  in, 
the  year  1685,  without  a  mixture  of  Englilh  wool ;  and  that  as  foon  as  that  wool  was  withheld, 
the  manufacture  declined.  He  alfo  adds,  that  the  Electors  of  Saxony,  Auguftus  and  Chrif- 
tian,  followed  Queen  Elizabeth's  example,  by  inviting  Flemifh  artifts ;  who  put  their  ma- 
nufacture into  a  flourilhing  condition-)  This  was  a  freih  blow  to  the  Hanfeatics ;  and  in 
confequence  of  it,  in  the  following  year  1579,  tlicir  General  Aflembly  at  Lunenburg  laid  a 
duty  of  feven  and  three-fourths  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  into  their  jterritorics  by  Eng- 
lifhmen,  or  exported  by  them.  Queen  Elizabeth,  therefore,  immediately  laid  an  equal  duty, 
of  feven  and  three-fourths  per  cent,  on  all  merchandize  either  imported  or  exported  by  the 
German  Steelyard  merchants.  Thus  matters  became  more  and  more  embroiled  between  Eng* 
land  and  the  German  Hans-towns,  the  magnanimous  Queen  being  firmly  determined  never 
to  yield  to  their  unreafonable  demands.     And  here  we  Ihall  leave  this  point  for  the  prefent. 

According  to  Hakluyt,  the  Engliih  Ruilia  company  complained  in  this  year  of  the  Hol- 
landers, for  trading  to  Kola,  a  port  in-Ruffian  Lajpland,  where,  it  feems,  thare  was  a  very 
great  trade  for  iifli-oil,  as  alfo  for  falmon  ;  from  which  place  that  company's  Ihips  fometimes 
brought  home  ten  thoufand  of  thofe  fifli. 

1579  Although,  as  we  have  fecn  under  the  year  156 1,  the  city  of  Hamburg  had  fmartcd  for  her 
old  pretenfions  to. a  fovereignty  on  the  river  Elbe;  yet  (he  ftill  kept  up  the  fame  romantic 
claim.  This  provoked  Frederick  II.  King  of  Denmark,  (as  had  alfo  formerly  been  done)  to 
forbid  them  all  his  ports :  which  prohibition  was  found  to  be  fo  prejudicial  to  their  interefts, 
that  in  order  to  be  reftored  to  that  liberty,  they  were  obliged  to  ftipulate  to  pay  that  Prince, 
four  hundred  thoufand  livres  in  five  years  time. 

The  Duke  of  Parma  fucceeding  to  the  government  of  the  Netherlands,  upon  the  death  of 
Don  John  of  Auftria,  he  began  his  government  with  the  taking  the  ftrong  town  of  Maeftricht 
from  the  States,  and  next  by  reducing  the  Walloon  provinces  of  Artois,  Hainault,  and  Wal- 
loon Flanders,  by  capitulation,  to  the  dominion  of  Spain.     In  confequence  of  which,  and  for 
other  reafons,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  duly  confidering  the  emulation  amongft  the  great  men^ 
as  well  as  that  the  difference  of  religion  in  the  feveral  provinces  could  hardly  ever  be  recon- 
ciled ;  and  being  at  the  fame  time  defirous  ta  fecure  himfelf,  and  to  eftablifh  as  far  as  poflible 
the  Proteftant  religion,  he  procured  the  States  of  Guelderland,  Holland,  Zealand,  Friefland, 
and  Utrecht,  to  meet  at  the  laft-named  city,  in  this  year  1579:  when  they  mutually  and  fo- 
lemnly  ftipulated  to  defend  one  another,  as  one  joint  body,  and  with  united  confent  to  advife 
of  peace,  war,  taxes,  &c.  and  alfo  to  fupport  liberty  of  confcience.     And  to  compleat  the 
number  of  feven  provinces  now  of  tbc  United  Netherlands,  Overyflel  and  Groningen  were 
foon  after  admitted  into  the  union ;  an  union  which  in  a  few  years  formed  the  moft  potent  re-- 
public  which  the  world  had  feen  fince  that  of  antient  Rome;  and  of  the  greateft  commerce 
and  maritime  power  that  (as  a  republic)  ever  was  on  earth.     For  that  fo  fmall  aflate  fhould, 
betwixt  this  year  1579,  and  the  year  1609,  not  only  preferve  its  independence  againft  the  then 
mightieft  potentate  in  Europe,  but  likewife  get  footing  in  Flanders,  by  maftering  the  ftrong 
and  important  port  and  town  of  Sluys,  with  Hulft,   &c. — to  ruin  the  trade  of  the  moft  famous 
city  of  Antwerp  ; — to  conquer  the  ftrong  forts  of  Bcrgen-op-Zoom,  Breda,  and  feveral  other 

places 
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1579  places  on  the  Mcufe  and  Rhine,  &c. — alfo  to  attack  aad  annoy  fo  great  a  monarch  in  his  own 
ports  at  home ;  and  notwithftanding  all  the  vaft  expence  of  fuch  great  exploits,  to  grow  rich 
and  opulent,  as  well  as  potent,  will  perhaps  fcarcely  obtain  an  hiftorical  credit  in  another  cen- 
tury ;  but  with  us  it  ferves  only  to  (hew  the  immenfe  efFefts  of  an  univerfally  extended  com- 
merce, and  an  indefatigable  induftry,  joined  to  an  unparalleled  parfimony,  and  unremitting 
oeconomy. 

Soon  aftec  this  famous  period,  the  induftrious  and  pariimonious  traders  of  thofe  united  pro- 
vinces pufhed  into  a  conliderable  (hare  of  that  commerce  to  feveral  parts  of  Europe  which  till 
then  England  had  folely  enjoyed  :  yet  the  great  and  happy  acce(Eon  of  the  fugitive  Walloons 
into  England  about  the  fame  time,  by  whofe  aid  the  old  Engli(h  drapery  was  fo  greatly  im- 
proved, and  many  new  and  profitable  manufaAures  introduced,  more  than  counter-balanced 
the  lofs  of  fome  part  of  the  Engli(h  commerce  to  the  Dutch  traders,  Neverthelefs,  the  im- 
menfenefs  of  the  fi(hery  of  thofe  Nctherland  provinces,  with  which  they  about  this  time  fup- 
plied  moll  part  of  the  world,  is  almoft  incredible;  and  could  only  be  defcribed  by.fo  great 
a  genius  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Their  Eaft  India  trade  foon  after  this  time  commenced,  and, 
like  all  new  trades,  brought  moft  profit  in  the  beginning,  frequently  fo  much  as  twenty  times 
the  original  capital.  In  (hort;  the  Hollanders  foon  thruft  themfelves  into  every  corner  of  the 
tiniverfc  for  new  means  of  commerce,  and  for  vending  their  vaftly  improved  manufaftures  : 
fo  that  Amfterdam  foon  became  (what  it  ftili  is)  the  immenfe  magazine  or  ftaple  for  almoft  all 
the  commodities  of  the  univerfe. 

Many  indeed  were  the  grounds  or  caufes  of  fo  great  a  change  in  the  condition  of  thofe  Nc- 
therland provinces,  in  about  lefs  than  half  a  century:  one  very  great  one  was  what  Sir  \Vil- 
liam  Temple  obferves,  viz.  **  That  the  perfecutions  for  matters  of  religion  in  Germany 
**  under  Charles  V. — in  France,  under  Henry  II. — and  in  England,  under  Queen  Mary,  had 
*•  forced  great  numbers  of  people  out  of  all  thofe  countries,  to  (hclter  themfelves  in  the  feveral 
towns  of  the  feventeen  provinces,  where  the  antient  liberties  of  the  country,  and  the  privi- 
leges of  the  cities,  had  been  inviolate  under  fo  long  a  fucceffion  of  Princes,  and  gave  pro- 
**  tedion  to  thofe  oppre(red  ftrangers,  who  filled  their  cities  with  people  and  trade.  But  when 
**  the  feven  provinces  had  united,  and  began  to  defend  themfelves  with  fuccefs,  under  the 
**  conduft  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  countenance  of  England  and  France,  and  when 
"  the  perfecution  began  to  grow  (harp,  on  account  of  religion,  in  the  Spani(h  Netherland 
**  .provinces,  all  the  profe(rors  of  the  reformed  religion,  and  haters  of  the  Spani(h  dominion, 
*•  retired  into  the  ftrong  cities  of  tliis  new  commonwealth,  and  gave  the  fame  date  to  the 
**  growth  of  trade  tliere,  and  the  decay  of  it  at 'Antwerp." 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  inftance  all  other  caufes  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  wealth  and 
power  of  the  United  Netherlands,  in  thofe  early  times  and  afterwards  :  fuch  as, 

I.  The  long  civil  wats,  firft  in  France,  next  in  Germany,  and  laftly  in  England ;  which 
drove  thither  all  that  were  perfecuted  at  home  for  their  religion. 

II.  Moderation  and  toleration  to  all  forts  of  quiet  and  peaceable  people  naturally  produce 
wealth,  confidence  and  ftreiigth  to  fuch  a  country. 

III.  The  natural  ftrength  of  their  country,  improved  by  their  many  fluices  for  overflowing 
it,  and  rendering  it  inaccefliblc  to  land  armies, 

IV.  The  free  conftitution  of  their  government.     And, 

V.  The  fafety,  fecurity,  and  convenience  of  the  bank  of  Amfterdam,  for  all  men's  pro- 
perty, &c, 
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1579  As  we  apprehend  a  proper  provifion  for  the  poor  in  every  well  regulated  country  to  be  of 
confiderable  importance  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  fociety,  we  fhall  take  notice  of  an  aft  of 
the  fixth  of  King  James  VI.  in  Scotland,  in  the  year  1579;  which  was  made  **  for  the 
**  punilhment  of  vagabonds  and  fturdy  beggars  and  for  confinmg  all  other  beggars  to  their 
"  own  proper  parifties :  alfo  for  taxing  all  the  inhabitants  of  parifhes  to  a  weekly  contribution 
*'  for  fuflaining  all  their  own  beggars  ;  and  to  give  pailes  to  tlie  poor  of  other  parilhes.  And 
**  in  poorer  parilhes,  the  poor  to  have  authentic  licences  to  beg  their  meat  from  houfe  to 
"  houfe  in  their  own  parifh,  fo  as  to  be  fuftained  within  the  fame,  without  being  chargeable 
**  to  others,  or  to  ftrangers."  A  very  good  law  this,  had  it  been  duly  executed.  But  al- 
though it  was  afterward  ratified  in  the  fame  and  following  reigns ;  and  that  in  King  Charles 
Second's  reign,  work-houfcs,  called  houfes  of  correftion,  were  appointed  for  employing  the 
poor  in  all  burghs,  and  overfeers  were  appointed  in  every  parifh  for  coUefting  contributions 
for  that  end ;  and  that  all  former  laws  were^ratified  by  laws  of  the  late  King  William  ;  yet  this 
point  is  not,  to  this  day,  efFeftually  provided  for. 

The  laws  made  in  this  fame  year  in  Scotland,  againft  the  exportation  of  faked  flefh 
and  coals,  feem  to  us,  at  this  diflance,  not  fo  well  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  that  country ; 
which,  breeding  an  infinite  number  of  black  cattle,  and  producing  coals  in  vafl  quantities,  it 
*  ,  Ihould  feem  to  have  been  more  prudently  devifed,  to  have  promoted  the  breeding  of  the  for- 
mer, and  the  digging  of  the  latter,  and  thereby  a  greater  exportation  of  both,  for  the  benefit 
of  that  nation. 

By  another  Scotch  ^  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year,  "  every  one  refiding  in  the  Nether- 
*•  lands  for  commerce,  was  to  pay  ten  pounds  Flemifh,  or  about  fix  pounds  ftcrling,  as 
**  entrance  money,  for  leave  to  trade  there.**  Another  law,  of  this  fame  year,  confifcates  all 
the  goods  and  merchandize  of  non-freemen,  trading  thither ;  of  which  confifcation,  two-thirds 
were  to  go  to  the  crown,  and  one-third  to  the  Scotifh  confervator  in  the  Netherlands  :  which 
lafl-named  law  was  confirmed  in  the  year  1597. 

From  both  which  laws  it  appears,  that  the  Scots  trod  in  the  very  fame  fteps  with  the  Eng- 
lifh,  in  relation  to  cxclufivc  or  reftriftive  laws  in  commercial  matters,  and  alfo  perfifled  therein 
long  after  England  faw  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  them. 

We  have  fecen,  in  various  periods  of  time,  that  the  merchants  of  England  had  charters  from 
the  crown,  for  regulating  their  commerce  into  the  Eafl  Country,  a  name  of  old,  and  ftill  given 
by  mercantile  people,  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  Sea ;  more  efpccially  thofe  of  Pruffia  and  Livo- 
nia. But,  in  this  twenty-firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1579,  that  Queen,  agree- 
able to  the  genius  of  the  age,  granted  them  a  charter,  exclufive  of  all  who  fliould  not  take  up 
their  freedom  in  this  new  company,  the  name  of  which  was.  The  Fellowfhip  of  Eafl-Iand 
Merchants :  their  privileges  were,  "  to  enjay  the  fole  trade,  through  the  Sound,  into  Nbr- 
*•  way,  Sweden,  Poland,  Lithuania,  (excepting  Narva,  which  was  within  the  Ruflia  com- 
**  pany's  charter)  Pruffia,  and  alfo  Pomerania,  from  the  river  Oder,  eaflward,  Dantzick, 
*«  Elbing,  and  Koninglberg ;  alfo  to  Copenhagen  and  Elfinore,  and  to  Finland,  (here  called  an 
**  ifle)  Gothland,  Bornholm,  and.  Oeland.  They  Ihall  have  a  governor,  deputy,  or  deputies, 
•'  and  twenty-four  afliftants ;  who  may  make  bye-laws,  and  impofe  fines,  imprifonment,  &c. 
*•  on  all  non-freemen  trading  to  thofe  parts.'*  It  was  principally  defigned  by  the  Queen,  for 
the  encouragement  of  her  own  merchants  in  oppofition  to  the  Hanfeatics. 

This  was  what  is  called  in  England  a  regulated  company,  /.  e.  not  a  company  trading  in  a 
joint  ftock,  but  every  one  on  his  fcparatc  bottom,  under  certain  regulations.     We  (hall  fee 
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1579  this  charter  further  confirmed  by  one  from  King  Charles  I.  in  the  year  629.  Ncverthelefs, 
this  company  had  been  frequently  complained  of  by  the  Englifh  merchants  as  a  monopoly^ 
and  were  therefore  firft  curtailed  by  legal  authority,  as  we  (hall  fee,  in  the  year  1672.  And 
finally,  being,  with  all  other  monopolizing  companies,  (not  confirmed  by  Parliament}  deem* 
ed  illegal  in  times  of  true  liberty,  after  the  revolution  1689,  in  confequencc  of  the  aft  cdled 
The  Declaration  of  Rights,  &c.  they  no  more  exift  commercially,  or  otlierwife,  but  in  name 
only  ;  which  it  feems  they  ftill  keep  up,  by  continuing  to  eleft  their  annual  officers :  and  hav* 
ing,  like  another  company  in  fimilar  circumflances,  viz.  that  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple,. 
a  little  ftock  in  our  public  funds,  the  intereft  whereof  defrays  the  expcnces  of  their  yearly 
meetings,  for  no  end  but  to  commemorate  their  former  exiftence  in  a  reftridive  capacity ; 
and  at  thofe  meetings  they  ftill  continue  to  cleft  their  principal  annual  officers,  though  now 
merely  nominal. 

We  cannot  too  much  commend  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  the  famous  patriot,  (for  fo  he- 
juftly  defcrves  to  be  ftiled)  Mr.  Richard  Hakluyt,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  London,  in  fo 
carneftly  promoting  new  difcoveries  and  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  England.  We  find 
in  his  fecond  volume  of  voyages  and  difcoveries,  he  direfts  Morgan  Hubblethorne,  a  dyer,, 
fent  in  the  year  1579  into  Perfia,  to  learn  the  arts  of  dying  there,  and  of  making  of  carpets;. 
&c.  •*  There  are,"  fays  he,  **  perfons  there  who  ftain  linen  cloth  ;  it  hath  been  an*  old  trade- 
**  in  England,  whereof  fome  excellent  cloths  yet  remain ;  although  the  art  be  now  loft  in  this- 
**  realm." 

In  the  fame  year,  William  Harburn,  an  Englifli  merchant,  fent  into  Turkey  by  Qpeea 
,.  Elizabeth,  obtained  of  the  Sultan  Amurath  III.  that  the  Englifli  merchants  might  in  all  re* 
fpefts  as  freely  refort  and  trade  to*  Turkey,  as  was  permitted  at  this  time  tathc  French,  Ve- 
netians, Germans  and  Poles  ;  by  which  conceflion  a  foundation  was  laid  for  the  EnglifJi  Tur* 
key  company,  which  was  foon  after  eftabliftxed. 

X580  Sir  Francis  Drake  was  the  happy  undertaker  of  a  voyage,  which  proved  the  fecond 
circumnavigation  of  the  terraqueous  globe.  He  began  it  in  the  year  1577  ;  going  through  the 
Magellanic  Streight,  with  five  fhips,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  men.  Drake,'  at  St. 
Jago  of  Chili,  pillaged  that  place,  and  others  on  the  coaft,  whicbwas  in  faft  the  principal 
end  of  this  voyage.  In  fome  of  the  harbours  on  this  weft  coaA  of  South  America,  he  feized 
on  fliips  which  had  no  perfon  in  them,  fo  fecure  then  were  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  feas,  as 
not  fo  much  as  to  dream  of  any  enemy  tliere.  He  at  length  took  the  immenfely  rich  prize^ 
named  the  Cacofogo,  with  twenty-fix  ton  of  filver,  and  eighty  pounds  weight  of  gold,  befides 
jewels,  &c. — Having  now  hut  one  left  of  his  five  fliips,  in  which  all  his  treafure  was  em** 
barked  ;  and  it  being  probable  that  the  Spaniards  would  intercept  him,  fliould  he  return  the- 
way  he  came,  (through  the  Magellanic  Streight)  he  determined  to  fail  to  the  Moluccas,  and 
return  home,  as  the  Portuguefe  were  accuftomed  to  do,,  by  the.  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Being 
obliged  to  fail  as  far  north,  fay  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  as  foVty-eight  degrees,  in  order  to 
get  a  good  wind,  he  difcovercd  the  large  peinfula  of  California,  which  he  named  New  Albion, 
fetting  up  a  pillar  and  plate,  on  which  Queen  Elizabeth's  name^  title,  &c.  were  engraved  ;  the 
Spaniards  having  never  as  yet  had  footing  here.  At  the  Moluccas  and  at  Java,  Drake  was. 
well  treated,  in  the  year  1579,  and  arrived  in  England^  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  No- 
vember 1580. 

It  would  be  to  little  purpofe,  in  this  general  commercial  hiftory,  to  recount  the  many  van* 
Qus  depredations  on  the  Spaniards  in  America,  by  the  Englifli,  French,  and  Dutch,  in  thofe 
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1580  €arly  times,  before  Spain  had  fortified  its  ports  in  thofe  remote  parts.  But  in  our  days  we 
have  feen  and  felt  the  difficulties  attending  fuch  enterprizes,  althoogh  they  have  fometimes 
proved  fuccefsful.  In  the  above  circumnavigation,  Drake  having  t^ken  great  quantities  of 
treafure  in  Spanifti  America,  the  Queen,  on  the  complaint  of  the  Spanifh  Ambaflador,  caufed 
the  fame,  or  at  leafl  a  great  part,  to  be  fequeftered  for  the  King  of  Spain's  ufe ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  aflerted  her  fubjefts  abfolute  freedom  to  navigate  the  Indian  feas,  as  much  as  any  of  that 
King's  fubjefts  ;  as  will  be  elfewherc  further  related. 

The  managers  of  the  Ruffia  Company  of  England  are,  without  doubt,  liighly  to  be  com- 
mended for  their  various  attempts  to  find  a  north-eaft  paflage  by  fea  to  China  and  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, how  unfuccefsful  foever  they  proved,  and  how  much  foever  their  ultimate  views  might 
center  in  their  own  private  intereft.  In  this  year  1580,  they  fent  out  Pett  and  Jackman,  with 
two  barks,  to  try  a  paflage  that  way  through  the  ftreights  of  Waigais.  After  many  perils  and 
difficulties  from  ice  and  intenfe  cold^  one  of  them  returned  home  unfuccefsful ;  but  the  other 
was  never  heard  of  more. 

In  this  fame  year«  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain  found  means  to  unite  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
to  that  of  Spain ;  a  very  important  acceffion  to  the  Spaniih  monarchy,  had  it  been  managed  to 
the  beft  advantage.  It  remained,  however,  in  this  united  ftate  for  fixty  years,  viz.  till  the 
year  1640,  when  Portugal  again  (hook  off  the  Spaniih  yoke,  by  the  means  of  John,  Duke  of 
Braganza,  who  aflumed  the  title  of  King  John  IV. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1250,  that  the  city  of  Norwich  was  even  then  become  a  con- 
fiderable  place.  In  the  following  century,  according  to  our  learned  and  judicious  Camden,  it 
greatly  increafed,  and  abounded  with  wealthy  citizens  ;  **  yet,"  adds  our  author,  **  it  is  part- 
**  ly  indebted  for;its  profperity  to  the  Netherlanders,  who,  (when  they  could  no  longer  endure 
y  the  tyranny  of  the  Duke  d'Alva,  nor  the  bloody  inquifition  then  eftablifhing  amongft  them) 
-•*  flocked  to  England  in  great  numbers,  and  particularly  to  Norwich,"  where  they  firft  intro- 
*•  duced  the  manufafture  of  certain  flight  fluffs.  And,"  fays  Bifliop  Gibfon's  Continuation 
of  Camden's  Britannia,  fecond  edition,  1722,  "  according  to  tradition  there,  the  ornaments 
**  of  ftriping  and  flowering  the  fluffs,  which  have  been  wonderfully  improved  by  the  ingenu- 
*'  ity  of  the  weavers  of  late  years,  in  the  making  of  damaflcs,  camblets,  druggets,  black  and 
**  white  crape,  &c. — So  that  it  is  computed,  fluffs  to  the  amount  of  feven  hundred  thoufand 
*•  pounds  have  fometimes  been  manufaftured  here  in  one  year.  The  Flemings  and  Wal- 
^  loons,"  fays  Camden,  "  were  fettled  at  Norwich,  Colchefter,  Sandwich,  Maidftonc, 
**  Southampton,  &c.  where  they  firft  introduced  the  manufaftures  of  bays,  fays,  and  other 
**  new  manufactures  both  in  linen  and  woollen,  to  the  great  benefit  of  this  kingdom."  Yet 
with  rcfpeft  to  bays,  we  have  ftiewn  that  they  were  firft  brought  among  us  before  the  year 
1546. 

The  city,  or  rather  ''the  fuburbs  of  London,  being  about  this  time  confiderably  increafed. 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  this  year,  publiflied  a  proclamation,  forbidding  any  buildings  to  be  ereft- 
ed  on  new  foundations  within  three  miles  of  the  city  gates  ;  and  that  only  one  family  Ihould 
inhabit  each  houfe.  Here  Mr.  Rapin,  In  his  Hiftory  of  England,  fubjoins,  **  It  were  to  be 
**  wiflied  for  England,  that  this  prohibition  had  been  punftually  executed  even  to  this  day, 
**  fince  the  city  is  fo  enlarged,  that  it  grows  a  monftrous  head  to  a  body  of  a  moderate  fize,  to 
*'  which  it  bears  no  proportion."  Notwithftanding  which  obfervation,  there  are  many  think- 
ing perfons  in  modern  times,  who  do  not  view  this  increafe  in  that  bad  light ;  and  rather 
think  it  advantageous,  and  fokly  owing  to  the  gradual  increafe  of  our  wealth  and  commerce  ; 
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1580  and  that  even  this  great  incrcafe  of  the  metropolis  is  attended  with  many  vifible  advantages  to 
the  nation,  elpecially  in  point  of  the  annual  fupplies,  and  of  ^the  public  credit,  as  well  as  to 
the  greater  confumption  of  the  produce  of  the  kingdom,  fo  much  for  the  benefit  of  tUe  landed 
intercft,  as  well  as  for  the  greater  confumption  of  all  kinds  of  our  manufactures. 

In  this  fame  year  the  ufe  of  coaches  is  faid  to  have  been  firit  introduced  into  England,  by 
Fitz-Allen,  Earl  of  Arundell. 

158 1  In  the  late  learned  Mr,  Thomas  Ruddiman's  Preface  to  Anderfon's  very  magnificent  work, 
intitled,  Diplomata  et  Numifmata  Scotiae,  p.  74  and  7.5,  we  find  that  the  Scots,  who,  in  the 
year  1577,  debafed  their  filvcr  coins  fo  low  as  only  eight  ounces  fine,  had,  two  years  after, 
(in  the  feventh  Parliament  of  King  James  VI.)  brought  it  up  again  to  eleven  ounces  fine  ; — 
which  lad  regulation  was  confirmed  in  the  year  1581,  when,  likewife,  an  ounce  of  filver  of 
that  ftandard,  was  coined  into  forty  Scotifh  fhillings,  as  in  England  it  was  into  five  Englifh 
ihillings.  So  that  the  proportion  between  the  nominal  fhillings  and  pounds  of  the  two  king- 
doms was  now  as  eight  is  to  one. 

In  the  fame  year  1 58 1,  the  Scotilh  Parliament  made  a  fumptuary  law,  which  laid  heavy 
"  fines  on  all  under  the  degree  of  Dukes,.  Earls,  Lords  of  Parliament,  Knights,  and  landed 
**  Gentlemen,  not  pofleffed  of  at  leaft  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly  rent,  (or,  according  to 
"  the  above  proportion,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling)  who  ftiall  wear  in  their  cloath* 
**  ing  or  lining  any  cloth  of  gold  or  filver,  velvet,  fattin,  damafk,  tafFaties,  fringes,  paiT- 
*•  ments,  (/.  e,  lace)  or  embroidery  of  gold,  filver,  or  filk  ;  or  any  lawn,  cambrick,  or  woollen 
^  cloth  made  in  foreign- parts  ;  (with  exceptioa  of  certain  officers  and  magiflratesy  and  to  the 
"  end  that  all  others,  thus  debarred  from  foreign  fineries,  might  be  fupplied  with  cloths  and 
**  fluffs  of  homemanufafture,  whereby  alfo  the  poor  might  be  employed,  no  wool  was  thence- 
"  forth  to  be  exported,  under  forfeiture,  &c." — By  another  fumptuary  law  of  the  faid  Parlia- 
**  ment  this  fame  year^  all  but  the  before-named  degrees  of  men  *•  were  forbid  the  ufe  of 
•*  confeffions,  foreign  drugs,  and  coflly  fpices,  which  (it  feems)  were  then  grown  fo  fre- 
"  qucnt,  and  fo  lavilhly  ufed  at  weddings,  chriflenings,  and  other  banquets,  by  perfons  of 
"  low  eflate." 

The  city  of  Briftol  had  been,  for  many  ages,  a  place  of  very  confiderable  magnitude  as  well 
as  traffic.  In  this  fame  year  158 1,  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  being  the  twenty-third  of  her  reign, 
granted  to  that  city  a  new  and  ample  charter,  with  many  immunitibs^  wherein  fhe  calls  it  her 
city  of  Briftol,  and  terms  it  a  large  and  populous  city. 

The  author  of  tliis  work  has  in  his  poflcffion  a  mofl  judicious  pamphlet,  publiflied  in  this 
year  158 1,  and  dedicated  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  which,  in  his  opinion,  merited  this  fhort  men- 
tion, being  intitled,  A  compendious  Examination  of  certain  ordinary  Complaints  of  divers  of 
our  Countrymen  in  thefe  our  days.  (By  W.  S.)  It  is  in  the  black  letter.  Therein,  public 
fpirit,  or  zeal  for  the  community, — the  point  of  inclofures  for  paflure,  then  fo  much  cla- 
moured againfl, — the  dearth  of  provifions, — the  decay  of  towns, — the  multitude  of  fheep, — 
the  coin's  being  worn  out, — the  true  flandard  and  intrinfic  value  of  our  money,  compared 
with  that  of  foreign  nations, — wool,  againfl  its  exportation, — our  extravagant  love  of  foreign 
wares, — and  fcveral  other  national  points  of  great  importance,  are  all  handled  in  fo  maflerly  a 
manner,  and  in  fo  pure  a  di£lion  for  the  time  he  wrote,  as  to  give  room  for  conjefturing  it 
might  have  been  penned  by  the  direftion  of  that  Queen's  miniflers,  fince  fcarcely  any  ordinary 
pcrfon,  in  thofe  early  days,  could  be  furnifhed  with  fo  copious  a  fund  of  excellent  matter. 

3  That 
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1581  That  author,  fpcaking  of  the  arts  to  be  chcriflied  in  cities  and  towns,  admirably  well  ob- 
ferves,  **  that  often  even  one  minute  manitfadure,  made  peculiar  to  any  one  town,  has  en- 
^*  richcd  it.  I  have,"  fays  he,  "  heard  fay,  that  the  chief  trade  of  Coventry  was  heretofore 
**  in  making  of  blue  thread  :  and  then  that  town  was  rich,  even  upon  that  trade,  in  a  man- 
**  ner,  only  ;  and  now  our  thread  comes  all  from  beyond  Tea ;  wherefore  that  trade  of  Covcn- 
**  try  is  decayed,  and  thereby  the  town  likewife.  So  Briftow"  (Briftol)  **  had  a  great  trade 
*•  by  making  of  points,  and  that  was  the  chief  myftcry,  (/.  e,  manufafture)  "  that  was  exer- 
"  cifed  in  the  town."  But  here  our  author  fays  nothing  of  Briftors  decay,  for  it  was  then 
quite  otherwife  with  that  city. 

This  author  is  pcrfeftly  juft  in  his  opinion  of  keeping  up  the  purity,  parity,  and  quantity 
or  weight  of  the  filver  coin  ;  alfo  in  pleading  for  the  eafy  admiflion  of  foreign  artificers  into 
our  cities  and  towns,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year  158 1,  Queen  Elizabeth  lent  to  Francis,  Dukeof  Anjou,  one  hundred 
thoufand  gold  crowns  of  the  fun,  to  be  repaid  in  fix  months,  as  appears  by  that  Prince's  obli- 
gation, in  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  792,  of  the  Foedera,  whereby  each  crown  was  valued  at  fix 
Ihillings  fterling,  and  confifted  of  Cxty  fols  tournois,  or  three  livres  ;  fo  that  a  livrc,  at  this 
time,  was  equal  to  two  (hillings  fterling,  though,  in  our  days,  lefs  than  one  fhilling  in  value  : 
and  the  whole  loan  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

Several  good  laws  were  made  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
timber  of  England,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  woods  growing  within  a  certain  diftance  from 
London,  or  the  river  Thames,  both  for  the  ufc  of  fhippifig,  and  of  buildings  at  land.  Wc 
have  a  law  for  that  purpofe,  made  in  this  twenty-third  year  of  her  reign,  cap.  v.  and  as  iron- 
iTiills  or  works  near  London  were  the  great  deftroyers  of  timber  and  woods,  it  was  now  enaft- 
«d,  "  That  no  new  iron-work  fhould  be  erefted  within  twenty-two  miles  of  London,  nor 
"within  fourteen  miles  of  the  river  Thames  ;  nor  in  feveral  parts  of  Suflex,   near  the  fea, 

therein  named  ;  neither  (hall  any  wood,  within  the  limits  defcribed,  be  converted  to  coal  or 

other  fuel  for  the  making  of  iron." 

By  another  law  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  this  Queen,  capl  xix.  and  pafted  in  the  year  1585, 
^*  No  new  iron-works  were  to  be  made  in  Surry,  Kent,  or  Su(rex  ;  nor  (hall  the  bodies  of 
**  any  timber  trees,  of  one  foot  fquare  from  the  ftub,  be  employed  for  fewel  to  iron- 
«'  works." 

In  the  twenty-fourtli  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1581,  we  find,  in  Camden's  Annals  or  Hif- 
tory  of  that  Queen,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Randolph,  fo  much  employed  by  her  in  affairs  relating 
to  Scotland,  &c.  was,  at  this  time,  in  the  o(fice  of  Chief  Poft-mafter  of  England  ;  but  how  it 
was  managed  does  not  fo  clearly  app.ear  :  though,  from  King  Charles  the  Firft*s  eftabliihment 
of  the  pofts,  in  the  year  1635,  it  (hould  fcem  there  were  but  very  few  regular  poft  carriages  till 
then  in  England. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  twenty-third  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  ix.  For  abolifh- 
ing  of  certain  deceitful  Stuff  ufed  in  dying  of  Cloth,  &c.  •*  Logwood,  or  BlockWood,  of  late 
'*  years  brought  into  this  realm,  is  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be  ufed  by  dyers,  the  colours  there- 
"  of  being  falfe  and  deceitful  to  the  Queefl's  fubjefts  at  home,  and  difcreditable  beyond  fea  to 
•*  our  merchants  and  dyers-"  In  the  fequel,  we  (hall  fee  the  reputation  of  logwood  abfolutely 
eftablifhed. 

Queen  Elizabeth  having  fettled  preliminaries  at  Conftantinoplc  two  years  before,  for  her 
fubjefts  to  trade  to  Turkey,  (he  now  judged  it  reafonable  to  incorporate  a  number  of  eminent 

"  merchants 
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1581  merchants  for  that  end,  viz.  Sir  Edward  Olborn,  an  Alderman  of  London  ;  Thomas  Smith, 

Efq;  Richard  Staper,  and  William  Garrett,  merchants.— In  which  charter  of  incorporation, 
the  Queen  fets  forth,  "  That  the  faid  Sir  Richard  Ofborn  and  Richard  Staper  had,  at  their 
**  own  great  cofts  and  charges,  found  out  and  opened  a  trade  to  Turkey,  not  heretofore,  in 
•*  the  memory  of  any  man  now  living,  known  to  be  commonly  ufed  and  frequented  by  way 
"  of  merchandize,  by  any  the  merchants,  or  any  fubjefts  of  us  or  our  progenitors  :  whereby 
"**  many  good  offices  may  be  done  for  the  peace  of  Chriftendom, — relief  of  Chriftian  flaves,— 
and  good  vent  for  the  commodities  of  the  realm,  to  the  advancement  of  her  honour  and 
dignity, — the  increafe  of  her  revenue, — and  of  the  general  wealth  of  the  realm.  Her  Ma* 
jefty  therefore,  grants  unto  thofe  four  merchants,  their  executors,  and  adminiftrators,  and 
to  fuch  other  Engliflimen,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  as  the  faid  Sir  Edward  Olbora 
*'  and  Richard  Staper  Ihall  appoint  to  be  joined  to  them  and  the  other  two  before- named  per- 
fons,  and  their  fa£lors,  fervants,  or  deputies  ;  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  to  trade  to 
Turkey,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  faid  Company  Ihall  agree  between  themfelves. — During 
which  time  they  may  make  by-laws  for  their  good  government,  (not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom.) — Nothing  to  be  tranfaftpd  witliout  the  confent  of  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  (Sir  Edward  Ofborn  being  hereby  appointed  the  firft  Governor.) — The  trade 
to  Turkey  to  be  folely  to  them,  their  fadors  and  fervants  during  the  ^aid  term  ;  and  any 
other  fubje£ls  trading  thither,  either  by  fca  or  land,  without  this  Company's  licence,  to 
forfeit  Ihips  and  goods,  moiety  to  the  Crown,  moiety  to  this  Company. — For  the  laft  fix 
of  the  faid  feven  years,  this  Company  fhall  export  fo  much  goods  to  Turkey,'  as  fhall  an- 
nually pay  at  leaft  five  hundred  pounds  cuftom  to  the  crown,  except  in  cafe  of  fhip- 
*'  wreck,  &c. 

"  I.  Provifof  That  in  cafe  this  exclufive  grant  fhall  hereafter  appear  to  be  inconvenient,  the 
*'  Queen  may  revoke  the  fame,  upon  one  year's  previous  notice. 

"  II.  Provifoj  The  Queen,  during  the  faid  term,  may  nominate  two  perfons  to  be  added. 
**  to  the  faid  number  of  patentees,,  with  the  fame  privileges,  &c.  as  the  rcfl  herein  nam- 
^*  ed.     And, 

Laflly,  If,  at  the  end  of  the  faid  feven  years,  thefe  grantees  defire  it,  the  Queen  will  grant 
**  other  feven  years  to  them  ;  provided,  as  aforefaid,  the  faid  exclufive  trade  fhall  not  appear 
"  to  be  unprofitable  to  the  kingdom.'* 

Nothing  can  be  more  cautioufly  penned  than  this  charter  ;  and  particularly  we  may  obferve, 
that  by  the  firfl  provifoy  the  Queen,  in  effcft,  kept  it  in  her  own  power  to  difiblve  them  at  any 
time,  on  giving  one  year's  notice. 

Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  written  in  the  year  1635,  afligns  the  follow- 
ing reafons  for  England's  not  fooner  entering  direftly  on  the  Turkey  trade,  for  Perfian 
and  Indian  merchandize  ;  but  fufFering,  till  now,  the  Venetians  to  engrofs  that  trade  en- 
tirely, vix. 

1*  I.  Former  times  did  not  afford  fhipping  fufficicnt  for  it. 

**  II,  We  could  not ;  bccaufe  of  the  great  danger  of  falling  into  theliands  of  the  Turks,*^ 
(he  means  the  Barbary  Moors)  "  who,  in  thofe  days,  were  fo  ignorant  of  our  nation,  as  to 
think  England  to  be  a  town  in  the  kingdom  of  London. 

That  the  Venetians,  in  thofe  times,  fent  their  Argofies,  or  Argofcrs,"  (the  corrupt  name 

for  a  certain  kind  of  great  fhip,  conftrufted  after  the  make  of  thofe  of  Ragufa)  *'  yearly  to 

**  Southampton,  laden  with  Turkey,  Perfian,  and  Indian  merchandize.     The  laft  Argoferthat 

Vol.  II.  U  came 
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1381  ^*  came  thus  from  Venice  was  in  the  year  1587,  and  was  unfortunately  loft  near  the  ifle  of 

*^  Wight,  with  a  rich  cargo  and  many  pafiengers. 
158a  The  Queen*s  letters  to  the  Grand  Seignior  were  received  with  much  civility,  being  deliver* 
edtohim  by  her  Ambaflador  Harebone,  in  the  year  1582,  whom  Ihe  empowered  to  fettle 
Confuls  in  the  feveral  ports,  and  to  eftablilh  laws  or  rules,  to  be  obferved  by  the  Englilh  trad- 
ing to  Turkey.  With  the  firft  faftors,  the  indefatigable  Hakluyt,  vol.  ii.  p.  164-5,  ^e^t 
excellent  inftruftions,  **  for  enquiring  into  the  nature  of  dying  ftufFs  in  Turkey,  and  in- 
*^  to  the  art  of  dying  :  alfo  what  of  thofe  drugs  might  be  produced  in  England,  and  how  be- 
'*  neficial  fuch  new  produAions  would  have  been  to  us ;  which  he  inflances  in  that  of  faffron^ 
"  firft  brought  into  England  by  a  Pilgrim  ;  and  alfo  woad,  originally  from  Touloufe  in  Lan- 
guedoc.  That  the  damalk  rofe  was  firft  brought  into  England  by  Dr.  Linacre,  phyfician 
to  King  Henry  VII.  and  King  Henry  VIII. — Turkey  fowls  about  fifty  years  paft  (viz. 
"  about  1532,) — ^the  artichoke  in  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  time, — and  of  later  times,  the 
mufk  rofe,  and  feveral  forts  of  plums,  by  the  Lord  Cromwell,  out  of  Italy ; — the  apricot  by 
King  Henry  the  Eighth's  French  gardener."  (But  here  is  no  mention  as  yet  of  peaches, 
nor  of  rieftarincs.)  "  And  now,  within  thefe  four  years,"  (in  the  year  1578)  "  have  been 
brought  into  England,  from  Vienna  in  Auftria,  divers  kinds  of  flowers,  called  tulipas, 
and  thofe  and  others  procured  thither  a  little  before  from  Conftantinople. — And  it  is  faid, 
"  that  fince  we  traded  to  Zante,"  (this  muft  have  been  but  lately)  "  the  plant  that  bearcth 
the  currant  is  alfo  brought  into  this  realm  ;  and  although  it  bring  not  fruit  to  perfection, 
yet  it  it  may  ferve  for  pleafure,  and  for  fome  ufe."  (This  ihews  that  it  was  then  but  juft 
introduced.)  **  Many  other  things  have  been  brought  in,  tliat  have  degenerated,  by  rcafon  of 
**  the  cold  climate :  fome  things  brought  in  have,  through  negligence,  been  loft :  Arch- 
**  biihop  Grindall  brought  the  tamariik  plant  from  Germany,  and  many  people  have  received 
"  great  health  by  tliis  plant."  On  the  commencement  of  the  Englifli  trade  to  Turkey,  the 
merchants  having  occafion  to  attend  the  Queen  and  Council,  they  had  there  great  thanks  and 
commendations  for  the  (hips  they  then  built  of  fo  great  burthen, — ^with  many  encouragements 
to  go  forward  for  the  kingdom's  fake,  according  to  the  author  of  "  The  Trade's  Increafe  ;'* 
who  adds,  "  tliat  the  ordinary  returns  of  this  trade,  at  the  beginning,  were  three  for  one." 

By  England's  entering,  at  this  time,  into  a  direft  trade  to  Turkey,  all  the  commodities  of 
Greece,  Syria,  Egypt,  Perfia,  and  India  came  home  to  us  much  cheaper.  And,  fays  Sir 
William  Monfon,  when  the  Venetians  ferved  us  with  thofe  rich  eaftern  wares,  by  the  way  of 
tlie  Red  Sea,  and  down  the  Nile  to  Alexandria,  and  alfo  by  way  of  the  caravans  to  Aleppo,— 
they  (/.  e.  the  Venetians)  alfo  were  then  ufcd  to  take  freight  in  their  (hips  from  port  to  port ; 
whereas  now>  (that  is,  in  the  year  1635)  all  ftrangers  are  more  defirous  to  employ  our  (hips 
in  that  fervice.  Jacobs,  in  his  Lex  Mercatoria,  p.  9,  alleges,  upon  what  authority  I  do  not 
know,  "  that  the  Barbary  merchants  were  incorporated  in  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  time  ; 
but  that  Company  decaying,  out  of  their  ruins  arofe  the  Levant  or  Turkey  Company ; 
"  who  firft  trading  with  Venice,  and  then  with  Turkey,  furnifhed  England  that  way  with 
**  Eaft  India  commodities,  which,  till  then,  were  brought  to  us,  moftly,  by  land  ;  and  to  tlie 
"  Portuguefe  alone  by  long-fea,  &c." 

In  the  fame  year  1582,  the  Ihip  Sufan  of  London;  mounting  thirty-four  guns,  carrted  out  to 
Turkey,  the  Englifli  Ambaflador,  Harebone,  wha  now  firft  fettled  peace  with  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli,  which  piratical  ftates  had  taken  many  flups  belonging  to  London,  Briftol,  &c. 
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1582  And  Harebone,  having  eftabltfhed  all  the  Englifh  faftories  in  Turkey,  notwithftanding  the 
fpite  and  malice  of  the  French  and  Venetians,  returned  overland  to  England. 

In  the  fame  year  alfo,  a  voyage  to  China  was  attempted  from  England  with  four  (hips ; 
which,  however,  went  no  further  than  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  and  returned  home  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  after  having  fought  fome  Spanifh  men  of  war  on  that  coafl. 

In  this  year,  Mezerai,  in  his  Hiftory  of  France,  acquaints  us,  that  the  yearly  revenue  of 
their  King,  Henry  III.  was  got  fo  high  as  thirty-two  millions  of  livres,  or  three  million  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  a  livre  being  at  this  time,  as  we  have  feen  under  the  preced- 
ing, year,  equal  to  two  (hillings  Englilh. 

We  have  feen,  that  ever  fincc  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  the  peculiar  immunities  of  the 
Hanfeaticsy  or  German  Steelyard  merchants  at  London,  remained  fufpended  ;  and  that  her 
fifter,  Queen  Elizabeth,  formally  abrogated  them,  in  the  year  1678.  Thefe  Hanfeatics  had, 
for  feveral  years,  been  loudly  complaining  thereof  at  the  Emperor's  court,  and  at  the  diet  of 
the  empire  ;  where,  in  this  year  1582,  they  aflerted,  "  that  by  the  high  duty  laid  on  woollen 
**  cloth  in  England,  or  paid  by  the  Hanfeatics,  it  was  become,"  fays  Werdenhagcn,  *•  twice 
or  thrice  as  dear  as  it  had  before  been  ;  that  from  hence  proceeded  the  vaft  iucreafe  of  Eng- 
land's wealth ;  two  hundred  thoufand  cloths  being  yearly  exported  thence,  three  fourths 
whereof  were  carried  into  Germany,  and  from  thence  a  great  part  was  carried  into  Poland^ 
Denmark,  and  Sweden.  That  the  remaining  fourth  part  was  fent  to  the  Netherlands  and 
**  to  France  ;  but  little  or  none  into  Spain.  From  whence,"  fays  he,  **  it  was  eafy  to  infer 
•*  the  immenfenefs  of  the  profit  accruing  to  that  Queen  and  nation  thereby.  The  only  reme* 
"  dy  therefore,"  faid  the  Hanfeatics  to  the  German  diet,  **  was  to  banifli  the  Englifli  Mer- 
•*  chant- Adventurers  out  of  the  Empire,  and  abfolutely  to  prohibit  all  manner  of  Englifli 
'•  woollen  manufaftures,  as  what  they  judged  would  effeftually  bring  the  Queen  to  terms 
**  with  the  Hans-towns.  The  Queen  had  fome  friends  in  this  diet,  who,  together  with  her 
**  own  able  envoy,  Gilpin,  long  and  ftrenuoufly  defended  her  and  her  own  Merchant- Ad- 
**  venturers.".  Yet,  in  the  end,  the  Hans-towns  intereft  prevailed  in  the  diet,  who  pafled 
fentence  againft  the  Englilh  merchants,  and  abfolutely  prohibited  all  Englifli  woallen  goods : 
yet  Gilpin,  by  a  ftr'atagem,  outwitted  the  Hanfeatics  in  fuch  fort,  that  the  fentence  coirld  not 
be  executed  till  the  decifion  of  another  diet ;  and  our  merchants  were  afterwards  permitted  to 
remove  from  Staden  to  Hamburg,  where  they  were  well  received. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Ruffia  Company  fent  out  no  fewer  than  eleven  fliips  well  armed,  for 
fear  of  enemies  and  pirates. 

At  this  time  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  ordered  ten  days  to  be  cut  ofi^from  this  very  year,  becaufe 
three  hundred  and  fixty-five  days  and  fix  hours  exceeded  a  year  by  eleven  nrinutes  ;  one  day 
therefore  is  gained  in  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  ;  by  which  means,  from  the 
year  325,  when  the  Council  of  Nice  was  held,  to  this  year  1582,  ten  whole  days  were  gained. 
This  was  called  the  New-Stile,  and,  doubtlefs,  the  jufteft,  tliough  we  and  other  Proteftant 
ftates  kept  to  the  Old-Stile  till  very  lately. 
1583  Such  was  the  cuftom  and  policy  of  thofe  times,  that  Queen  Elizabeth  was  obliged,  in  the 
1583,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  fliips  of  her  Ruflia  Company,  (fays  Camden,  in  her  Life  and 
Hiftory)  to  obtain  a  treaty  or  grant  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  for  his  permiflion  for  that  Com- 
pany's fliips,  during  both  their  lives,  freely  to  navigate  the  North  Sea,  round  by  the 
coafls  of  Norway  and  Danifli  Lapland,  to  the  haven  of  St.  Nicholas  ;  and  in  cafe  of  foul  wea- 
ther, ice.  to  take  flielter  cither  in  Iceland  or  Norway,  even  in  ports  by  former  agreements 

U  ^  prohibited. 
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X583  prohibited,  provided  they  did  not  trade  there  without  that  King's  licence ;  for  which  privi- 
leges the  Company  were  to  pay  him  one  hundred  rofe  nobles  annually  during  the  term  of  this 

grant. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fends  Sir  Jerom  Bowes  to  Ruffia,  but  the  new  Czar,  Theodore  Janowitz's 
minifters,  being  faid  to  have  been  corrupted  by  Dutch  prefents,  he  returned  home,  without 
belog  able  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  Company's  excluiive  privileges.  The  writers  of  thofe 
times  ac(}uaint  us,  that  befides  the  principal  commodities  fent  from  England  to  Ruflia,  viz* 
cloth,  fiJks,  velvet,  &c.  they  carried  thither  coarfe  linen  cloth,  (fincethofe  times  brought  from, 
thence  to  us  in  very  coniiderable  quantities,  fuch  vaft  alterations  does  commerce  often  under- 
go) old  filver  plate,  all  kinds  of  fmall  mercery  wares  fcrving  for  the  apparel  of  both  fexes,  as. 
linen  and  filk  girdles,  garters,  purfes,  knives,  he.  Yet,  what  with  the  expcnce  of  the  firll 
difcovery,  thirty  years  ago,  and  the  large  prefents  fince  beftowed  on  the  Czar  and  his  n^inifters^ 
and  the  falie  deaHngs  of  others  there,  it  had  coft  the  Company  about  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
before  it  could  be  brought  to  any  profitable  account  ;  and  even  at  this  time,  from  the  fickle 
temper  of  the  Czar  and  his  people,  the  encroachments  of  the  Hollanders,  and  the  expence  of 
ambafladors,  &c^  all  born  by  the  Company,  this  trade  now  flood  on  a  very  precarious  bottom. 
Camden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  fays,  that  this  new  Czar,.  Theodore  Joannides, 
or  Janowitz,  promifed  to  remit  to  our  Company  half  of  the  cuftoms  paid  by  other  nations,  ia 
confideration  of  their  having  been  the  firfl  difcoverers  of  the  way  diithei  by  fea.  In  other  re* 
fpefts,  he  added  to  their  privileges,  out  of  regard  for  the  Queen;  at  the  fame  time  accuf-- 
ing  the  Company  of  having  dealt  falfely  with  his  people ;  and  no  other  anfwer  than  this 
could  Dr.  Fletcher  obtain,  fent  afterwards  AmbaHador,  on  this  behalf,  to  Ruflia,.  in  the  year 

1558. 

The  laft  part  of  the  preceding  paragraph  we  have  taken  from  a  curious  and  judicious  treatife 
of  Captain  Carlifle's,  who  was  fon-in-law  to  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  Secretary  of  State  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  who,  in  this  fame  year  1583,  fet  forth  the  then  exifiing  hazard,  of  the 
Englilh,  in  their  voyages  to  Turkey,  from  the  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary  ;  and  for  the  preven- 
tion, wereof  it  cofl  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly  in  prefents  ;  and  fimilar  hazards  in  our  trade 
to  Italy ;  our  failors  being  obliged  to  pay  large  ranfoms  to  the  Algerines  for  their  redemption 
from  flavery.  Moreover,  the  Venetians,  envying  our  advancement  in  thofe  trades,  have  load- 
ed us  with  high  duties  on  our  merchandize,  and  on  theirs  which  we  bring  back. 

Yet,  fays  Captain  Carlifle,  we  carry  on  a  great  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  who  take  oS 
much  of  our  wares  to  India. 

Carlifle  had,  by  the  interefl  of  Sir  Francis  Walfingham  and  others,  raifed  one  thoufand 
l^ounds  fubfcription  at  Briflol,  for  an  an  attempt  to  fettle  in  America,  and  had  propofed  toi 
the  RufTia  merchants  to  raife  three  thoufand  pounds  more  at  London  :  which  four  thoufand 
pounds  they  deemed  fufEcient  to  fettle  one  hundred  mea  in  their  intended  plantation. 

Captain  Carlifle  judicioufly  difplays  the  many  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  England,  by  the 
making  a  fettlement  in  North  America  :  "  Such  as  the  great  confumption  of  our  woollen,  &c. 
*f  manufaAures  ;  the  taking  off  our  idle  and  burdenfome  people  ;  the  great  likelihood  of  rich 
**  mines  ;  and  flill  tnore,  of  our  raifing  naval  flores  in  America,  which  we  are  now  obliged,. 
*^  at  high  prices,  to  take  of  other  nations. — That  this  propofed  fettlement  may  alfo  be  greatly 
*^  helpful  to  the  fifhery  in  thofe  feas :  and  as  there  are  grapes  in  plenty  in  America,  and  that 
**  olives  may  be  eafily  propagated  there,  both  wine  and  oil  may  be  had  ia  abundance  :  furs^ 
*^  alfo,  and  ikins  in  abundance.'* 

Pippins 
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1583  Pippins,  according  to  the  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  the  year  1683^ 
were  fiiil  planted  in  England  about  this  time  in  LincolnHiire,  prior  to  thofe  of  Kent. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had,  intlieyear  1578,  granted  a  patent  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  half- 
brother  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  his  ailigns,  for  new  difcoveries  weftward,  and  to  fettle  a 
colony.  Accordingly^  after  many  difcouragements,  1^  failed  in  this  year  1583,  from  Ply- 
mouth, with  five  fhips  ;  and,  at  Newfoundland,  was  aiBfted  by  the  Englifhiifhing  (hips  there 
in  taking  pofieflion  of  that  iiland  for  himfelf,  under  the  crown  of  England.  He  had  carried 
with  him  many  artificers,  with  toys,  &c.  for  traffic.  Here  he  fet  up  the  Queen*s  arms,  grant- 
ing leafes  to  many  perfons  for  ftages  to  cure  their  fiih  ;  the  Portuguefe,  French,  and  Spanifh 
fhips  crews  agreeing  thereto.  He  from  thence  failed  to  Cape  Breton,  and  to  the  coaft  of  the 
continent  of  North  America,  where  he  loft  one  of  his  fhips.  Meeting  with  many  other  dif- 
afters,  he  returned  homeward;  but  Sir  Humphrey,  and  all  in  his  ftiip,  were  loft  in  a  great 
fiorm,  and  oaly  one  of  his  fleet  got  fafe  home  to  Falmouth.  Mr.  Walter,  afterwards  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  then  a  young  man,  was  deeply  engaged  in  this  projcft. 

la  the  fame  year  alfo,  a  coniiderable  expedition  was  fet  on  foot  from  England,  in  favour  of 
Don  Antonio,  tlie  Baftard,  of  Portugal,  who  pretended  to  the  crown,  in  oppofition  to  King 
Philip  n.  of  Spain,  there  being  twenty-two  thoufand  men  under  Sir  John  Norris's  command, 
and  the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Francis  Drake;  but  they  did  npthing  of  moment,  and  re- 
turned  home  with  confiderable  lofs. 

The  fame  year,  a  fhip  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  belonging  to  Southampton*,  failed  on- 
a  voyage  to  Brafil  and  Rio  dc  la  Plata ;  but  was,  in  going  thither,  unfortunately  loft  on  tli& 
'  coaft  of  Guinea. 

Adrian  Gilbert,  in  this  year  1583,  for  his  attempting  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflag© 
to  China,  &c.  had  the  Queen's  patent  for  five  years,  by  the  title  of  Tlie  Colleagues  of  the  Fel- 
lowfhip  for  the  Difcovery  of  the  North-weft  PalTage;  which  fcheme  ended  in  nothing  at  all. 

The  Queen-mother  of  France,  Catherine  de  Medicis,  affifting  the  Baftard  of  Portugal,  Don 
Antonio,  with  (hips  and  troops,  he  was  enabled  to  poflefs  himfeJf  of  one  of  the  Azores  or 
Weftern  Iflcs  ;  but  the  fleet  of  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  confifting  of  twelve  gallies  and  fifty^ 
galleons,  meeting  with  that  of  France,  totally  defeated  it.  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory 
of  Europe,  part  5.  thinks  that  this  was  the  firft  time  that  gallies  were  fcen  in  the  ocean,  that 
is,  without  the  Mediterranean  fea.  "  being,"  fays  he,  **  very  furprizing,  that  they  fhould 
"  have  been  brought  the  diftance  of  one  thoufand  leagues  to  thofe  ftrange  feas.  When  Louis 
**  the  Fourteenth,  long  after  this  time,  had  fent  fome  gallies  into  the  ocean,  it  was  falfely 
*^*  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firft  attempt  of  that  kind :  yet  this  attempt  was,  it  is  true,  more- 
"  hazardous  than  that  of  Philip  the  Second's,  the  Channel  being  more  tempeftuous  than  the 
*•  Atlantic  ocean."  The  mercantile  Venetian  and  Genoefe  gailies,  which  formerly  reforted 
fo  much  to  England,  were,  very  probably,  of  a  more  folid  ftrufturc  than  the  others,  which. 
are  folely  fuited  for  fummer  expeditions  within  the  Mediterranean. 

1584  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  whofe  great  genius  inclined  him  very  much  to  new  ^terprizes  and  dif- 
coveries, had,  in  this  year,  formed  a  focicty  of  gentlemen  and  merchants  to  fubfcribe  a  confi- 
derable fum  of  money  towards  forming  a  fettlement  on  the  continent  of  North  America ;  and 
on  Lady-day,  1584,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  them  a  charter  for  that  purpofe.  Amidas  and 
Barlow,  with  two  veflels,  were  accordingly  fent ;  but  they  failed  about  one  thoufand  leagues 
out  of  their  way :  for  the  Ihort  courfe  to  the  northern  parts  of  America  not  being  as  yet  known 
to  U8^  they  fteered  the  accuftomed  courfe  of  the  Spaniards,  by  the  Canary  ides,  and  thence* 

into 
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1584  into  the  trade-wind  to  the  Caribbee  iflands  :  from  thence  failing  through  the  Gulph  of  Flo- 
rida, they  anchored  at  a  part  of  what  is  now  called  Virginia  ;  where,  making  fome  infignifi- 
cant  trade  with  the  natives,  with  toys  for  their  furs,  they  returned  home  with  gain,  as  they 
faid,  and  greatly  magnified  the  richnefs  of  the  country,  in  order  to  encourage  a  fecond  adven- 
ture. They  brought  home  alfo  fome  pearls  and  tobacco,  the  firft  of  that  fort  that  had  been 
feen  in  England.  The  wife  Queen  feemed  fond  of  this  dcfign,  and  either  (he  herfelf,  or 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  gave  the  country  the  name  of  Virginia ;  which,  indeed,  they  truly  re- 
prefented  to  be  a  pleafant  country,  abounding  in  fine  woods,  deer,  hares,  wild  fowl,  filh,  vines, 
currants,  &c. 

Raleigh  therefore  obtains  Queen  Elizabeth's  patent  to  himfelf,  &c.  for  the  poflefling  of  fuch 
remote  heathen  lands,  not  then  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  as  they  ihould  difcover  in  fix  years, 
of  which  they  thereby  had  the  property  granted  to  them  for  ever ;  referving  to  the  crown  the 
fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  filver  ore  found  therein,  with  power  to  feize,  to  their  proper  ufe,  all 
ihips,  with  their  merchandize,  that  fhall,  without  leave,  plant  within  two  hundred  leagues  of 
this  intended  fettlement,  excepting,  however,  the  Queen's  fubjefts  and  allies  fifhing  at  New- 
foundland, &c. — Grants  free  denization  to  the  planters  and  tlieir  pofterity  refiding  there, — 
Powers  are  alfo  granted  to  the  patentees  for  making  bye-laws  there,  not  repugnant  to  thofe  of 
England.  It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  in  this,  and  fome  other  patents  of  thofe  times, 
there  was  no  diftinft  place,  longitude,  nor  latitude  fixed  or  limited  for  fuch  plantation,  al- 
tliough,  undoubtedly,  North  America  was  the  country  intended. 

In  the  fame  year,  Jerome  Horfey,  the  Queen's  and  the  Englifh  Ruffia  Company's  agent,  is 
faid  to  have  obtained  more  benefits  of  the  new  Czar,  Theodore  Janowitz,  tlian  could  be  got 
in  twenty  preceding  years.  This  (hews  that  the  Company's  privileges  had  been  early  invaded. 
The  new  Czar  fent  Horfey  over-land  with  his  compliments  to  our  Queen,  who  fent  him  back 
to  him  with  hers :  after  which  Horfey  took  leave  a  fecond  time,  returning  with  the  Czar's 
prefents  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  very  honourably  received  at  the  new  caftle  of  Arch- 
angel, and  coming  to  St.  Nicholas,  at  the  fea-fide,  he  was  faluted  with  the  cannon  of  the  Eng- 
li(h,  Dutch,  and  French  (hips.  Which  alfo  plainly  (hews,  that  this  company's  exclufive 
^rade,  before  this,  was  quite  abrogated. 

By  an, aft  of  the  Scoti(h  Parliament,  in  this  fame  year  1584,  an  horfe-guard  of  forty  gentle- 
men, for  guarding  their  King's  perfon,  was  firft  appointed;  each  gentleman  having  a  yearly 
ialary  of  two  hundred  pounds  Scots;  which,  according  to  the  proportion  of  eight  to  one,  is 
twenty-five  pounds  ftcrling  yearly :  which  falary,  by  comparing  the  prices  of  wheat,  oats,  bar- 
ley, &c.  then,  with  t-he  modern  prices  in  that  country,  might,  we  conceive,  fairly  go  as  far 
as  at  leaft  four  times  that  fum  at  prefent,  or  one  hundred  pounds  fterling  per  annum  each. 

1585  In  the  next  year,  1585,  Captain  John  Davis,  with  two  barks  from  Dartmouth,  firft  failed 
into  the  ftraits^  fince  called  by  his  name,  in  the  country  named  Old  Greenland^  in  north  lati- 
tude fixty-four  degrees  forty  minutes,  and  up  into  fixty-fix  degrees  forty  minutes,  and  return- 
ed home  the  fame  year,  as  all  others  fince  have  done,  without  any  ufeful  difcovery.  At  this 
time  we  find  they  knew  the  ufe  of  an  inftrument  fomewhatlike  the  harpoon,  with  which  they 
killed  a  porpoife;  but  though  many  whales  fell  in  their  way,  they  knew  not  yet  the  praftice  of 
the  right -manner  of  killing  them. 

Under  the  year  1585,  it  becomes  us  to  take  fpecial  notice  of  the  memorable  facking  of  the 

'    moft  famous  city  of  Antwerp.     Our  learned  Camden  had  remarked,  under  the  year  1576, 

"  That  all  things  were  then  in  confufion  there  under  the  Duke  D'Alva's  government :  the 

"  magift rates 
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1585  **  magiftrates  of  the  country  were  imprifoned,  their  goods  violently  feized,  and  all  other  kinds 
"  of  injuries  done  to  the  people ;  whereby  the  ftates  were  driven  to  take  up  arms.  And  in  the 
"  faid  year  1576,  Antwerp,  the  moft  excellent  of  cities,  the  raoft  liourifliing  mart-town,  with- 
**  out  exception,  in  all  Europe,  was  plundered  by  the  Spanifh  garrifon,  who  mutinied  for 
*•  want  of  their  pay,"  as  we  have  elfewherc  related.  Yet  this  was  nothing  compared  to  the 
Duke  of  Parma's  entering  that  city  with  his  army,  in  this  year,  after  a  clofe  fiege,  whilft 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  concluding  a  treaty  witli  the  Dutch,  to  fend  four  thoufand  men  to  its 
relief,  for  which  (he  was  to  have  Sluys  in  Flanders,  as  a  pledge,  delivered  into  her  hands.—- 
Famianus  Strada,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Low  Country  Wars,  relates,  "  That  they  moft  mife- 
*^  rably  plundered  the  richeft  port-town  in  all  Chriftcndom  for  three  days  together,  to  the  va« 
<^  lue  of  at  leaft  two  millions  of  piftoles^  beiide  an  infinite  value  of  rich  merchandize  and  fur- 
^*  niture  deftroyed  by  fire,  &c. — Almoft  three  thoufand  of  its  inhabitants  fell  by  the  fword,-— 
**  fifteen  hundred  were  either  burned  or  trodden  to  deatlv  and  as  many  drowned  in  the 
**  Scheldt,  &c."  It  was  the  Prince  of  Parma  who  was,  at  this  time,  Governor  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, D'Ahra  having  been  already  recalled. 

The  facking  of  this  city  gave  the  finifliing  blow  to  the  commerce  of  the  Netherlands.  The 
whole  fifhing  trade,  fays  Monfieur  Huet,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Trade,  if,  as  fome 
think,  he  was  the  author  of  that  work,  removed  into  Holland;  and  as  for  the  noble  manu- 
fa£tures  of  Flanders  and  Brabant,  they  removed  to  different  parts. '  Much  of  the  woollen  ma- 
nufacture fettled  at  Leyden,  where  it  ftill  flourifhes.  The  linen  removed  to  Haerlem  and 
Amfterdam.  One  third  part  of  the  merchants  and  the  workmen,  who  worked  and  dealt  in 
filks,  damafks,  and  taffaties,  and  in  bayes,  fays,  ferges,  ftockings,  &c.  fettled  in  England, 
becaufe  England  was  then  ignorant  of  thok  manufactures :  and  the  reft  of  the  merchants  of 
Antwerp,  more  efpecially  the  Proteflants,  would  probably  alfo  have  fettled  in  England,  but 
that  foreign  merchants  paid  aliens,  that  is,  double  cuftoms  there,  and  were  alfo  excluded  froiii 
all  companies  ar  focieties  of  commerce,  as  were  alfo  foreign  journeymen  from  fetting  up  to 
be  mafter-workmen,  or  even  partners  in  any  trades  but  fuch  as  the  Engliih  were  unacquainted 
with.  And  thus,  through  the  madnefs  of  Spanifh  Popifli  bigotry,  and  of  arbitrary  power, 
commerce  and  manufactures,  driven  from  the  Netherlands,  proved  the  means  of  carrying  to, 
and  increafing  them  in  moft  of  the  countries  of  Europe  weft  and  north  of  the  Mediterranean 
fea,  and  to  feveral  cities  and  towns  which  had  hitherto  enjoyed  neither  of  them. — A  moft  fe- 
rious  memento  to  all  nations  F 

To  this  pcrfecution  of  the  Flemifti  Proteflants,  the  kingdom  of  Sweden 'is  likewife  faid  to 
be  indebted  for  its  greateft  improvements ;  whither  numbers  of  them  having  removed,  they 
firft  taught  the  Swedes  the  making  of  iron  cannon,  and  of  other  iron,  copper,  and  brafs  ma- 
nufactures. For  iffeems,  that,  before  this  time,  moft  of  the  Swedifh  iron  was  onty  run  into 
pigs  there,  and  then  was  fent  to  Dantzick,  and  other  parts  of  Pruilia,  to  be  forged  into  bars  ; 
juft  as  the  Englifh  formerly  fent  their  wool  into  Flanders,  to  be  made- into  cloth  by  the  Fle- 
mings.— Sic  vos  non  vobis  velUrafertis  oves  I 

Before  this  final  overthrow  of  the  commerce  of  Antwerp^  the  once  famous  Gerard  Malynes, 
in  his  treatife^  entitled.  Free  Trade,  printed  in  oCtavo,  in-  1622,  p.  68,  obferves,  **  That  no 
*'  nation  trafficked  fo  much  to  Antwerp,  in  bulk  of  ftaple  commodities,  as  the  realm  of 

England  did.     This,"  fays  he,  **  is  aflerted  by  Botero,  who  relates,  that  two  years  before 

the  taking  of  Antwerp^  all  the  merchandize  of  Chriftendom,  wliich  was  vended  there  in 


"  one 
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1585  "  one  year,  being  valued  by  .the  oncers  of  that  city,  rtie  whole  being  divided  into  five  parts, 
*'  the  Englifli  merchandize  a'one  amounted  unto  four  parts  thereof." 

Thuanus,  lib.  62.  cal  cd  Antwerp  thj  moll  opulent  city  in  the  world  :  yet,  as  moft  part  of 
lier  commerce  was  carried  on  by  the  fliips  of  foreign  nations,  Ihe  had  not  much  fhipping  pro- 
perly of  her  own,  compared  with  that  of  London  and  Amfterdam  in  our  days.     So  that,  whea 
it  was  lacked,  the  (hipping  removed  with  the  nations  they  belonged  to,  which  was  a  principal 
realbn  why  Antwerp  was  difabled  from  recovering  its  former  commerce  ;   though  the  Dutch 
.    forts  on  the  Scheldt,  below  it,  was  another,  and  a  ftill  more  cogent  one.     In  its  glory,  it  con- 
tained thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  private  houfes,  forty-two  churches,  twenty-two  market-* 
places,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  ftreets:   from  the  Scheldt,  on  which  it  ftands,  in  the 
figure  of  a  crefccnt,  were  cut  eight  principal  canals  into  the  city,  for  laden  fhips  to  go  into  the 
heart  of  it.     Not  only  England  and  Holland  have  happily  felt  the  advantages  of  the  wild  con- 
cluft  of  Spain,  in  their  perfecution  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  Netherlands,  by  a  very  confider- 
able  acceflion  of  induftrious  manufacturers,  but  likewife  many  cities  of  Germany  were,  from 
the  fame  caufe,  ftockcd  with  induftrious  inhabitants  ;  particularly,  the  Count  Dc  Hanau  was 
induced,,  on  this  account,  to  ereft  what  is  called  the  New  Town  of  Hanau,  which  is  much 
fuperior  to  the  old  one,  and  is  fince  greatly  increafed  by  Louis  XIV.  of  France's  later  perfecu- 
tion of  his  Proteftant  fubje&s. 

The  fize  and  extent  of  the  city  of  Wcftminfter  at  this  period,  may  be  eafily  conceived, 
-when  compared  with  our  own  times,  viz.  It  was  ordered  by  the  dean,  high-fteward,  and  bur- 
geffes,  *•  That  the  number  of  alehoufes  fhould  not  exceed  one  hundred,  viz.  fixty  for  St.  Mar- 
*'  garet's  parifh,  twenty  for  St.  Martin's,  and  twenty  for  St.  Clement's  and  the  Savoy  pre- 
•**  cinft ;"  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Margaret's  pariih  then  exceeded  thofe  of  all  the  reft 
of  the  liberty  by  one  fixth  part;  and  as  there  were  then  (/.  e,  when  Maitland  wrote,  between 
forty  ancl  fifty  years  ago)  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  alehoufes  in  that  city  and* 
liberty,  we  may  fafely  conclude,  that  the  whole  muft  be  confidcrably  more  than  twelve  times 
as  large  at  this  period  than  it  was  in  1585  ;  for,  even  fince  Maitland's  time,  it  has  very  rapidly 
increafed,  both  in  buildings  and  extent. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  gallant  Sir  Richard  Grenvillc  failed  for  Virginia,  by  the  old  round- 
about way  before  defcribed,  with  feven  (hips,  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
and  with  men  for  a  fettlement.  He  began  with  forming  a  colony  at  Roanoke  ifle,  lying  about 
five  leagues  from  the  continent,  in  thirty-fix  degrees  north  latitude,  where  he  left  one  hundred 
and  eight  men.  It  is  a  truly  melancholy  confidcration,  that  thefe  poor  men  were  left  to  fhift 
for  themfelves  in  fo  wild  a  country,  for  above  a  year ;  and  who,  being  fo  eager  to  difcover  gold 
'and  filver  mines,  now  never  like  to  be  found  there,  negleSed  to  prepare  their  provifions  in 
due  feafon,  and  going  far  up  the  country  ii^queft  of  thofc  mines,^  (for  golden  dreams  were 
then  univerfal)  nioft  of  them  were  either  deftroyed  by  the  natives,  or  pfcrifhed  for  want;  and 
the  few  who  furvived,  were  taken  up  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  on  his  return  to  that  coaft  from 
harafling  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  who  took  them  all  home,  although  they  had  fown  corn 
there,  which  was  very  near  ripe,  and  would  have  been  fufficient  for  two  years  fuftenance :  and 
they  were  but  juft  gone,  when  a  fhip,  fitted  out  at  the  fole  coft  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  arrived 
there,  with  all  forts  of  conveniences ;  as  did  Sir  Richard  GrenviUe,  foon  after,  with  three 
other  fhips,  with  a  further  fupply :  but  finding  the  places  quite  defolate  where  the  Englifli 
planters  had  fettled,  they  all  returned  home.  In  thefe  accounts  there  appears  to  be  fome  con- 
iaifion,  as  well  with  refpeft  to  the  identical  year,  as  to  the  names  of  perfons  engaged  therein, 

which 
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1585  which  is  owing  to  the  inaccuracy  of  writers  and  tranfcribcrs  in  thofe  days.     The  whole,  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  is  of  no  very  great  confequence. 

Whilft  fuch  difcoveries  were  making  by  England  in  America,  Queen  Elizabeth  was  not 
inattentive  to  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands,  where  the  fevcn  united  provinces  had,  in  this 
•  year  1585,  in  their  aflembly,  empowered  deputies  to  wait  on  her,  as  appears  in  the  fifteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  793  to  798,  with  a  rcqueft  to  take  their  provinces  under  her  pro- 
teftion,  or  elfe  to  grant  them  fufficicnt  aid,  during  their  war  with  the  King  of  Spain.  And 
although  (he  rcfufed  to  be  their  fovereign,  yet,  in  this  fame  year,  iifid,  p.  799,  Ihc  fent  to 
their  affiftance  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  to  command  her  troops,  confifling  of  live  thoufand  foot 
and  one  thoufand  horfe,  and  tb  be  governor  of  their  provinces.  See  vol.  ii.  p.  83  to  83,  of 
the  Colleft ion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes  oftavo,  publiflied  in  1732. 

In  this  fame  year,  il/id.  Fcjedera,  p.  801,  the  States  General  of  thefe  fcven  provinces,  as  a 
fecurity^for  the  cxpence  ihe  had  been  and  was  like  to  be  at  for  alTilling  them,  pledged  the  fol- 
lowing towns  and  forts  into  her  hands,  viz.  the  town  of  Flufliing,  and  the  fort  of  Rammckins 
in  Zealand,  and,  p.  802,  ihid.  the  town  of  Brill,  with  its  forts.  Of  the  two  firfl-named 
places  the  ever  famous  and  gallant  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  made  governor,  and  of  the  latter  Sir 
Thomas  Cecil ;  which  three  places  were  to  be  reftorcd,  upon  this  Queen's  being  repaid  all 
iier  faid  difburfements.  This  is  called  tlie  treaty  of  Nonfuch,  concluded  the  tenth  of 
Auguft,   1585. 

It  would  be  to  liitle  purpofe  to  recount  all  the  private  adventures  of  Engliftimen  againft  the 
Spaniards  in  America  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  :  yet  Drake's  grand  expedition  thither,  in 
the  year  1585,  (though  undertaken  only  by  private  adventurers)  with  twenty-five  fhips,  and 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  men,  may  merit  a  brief  account. 

I.  He  fackcd  the  town  of  St.  J  ago  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Ifles. 

II.  He  failed  from  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  took  and  pillaged  the  city  of  St.  Do* 
mingo. 

III.  Sailing  over  to  the  main  land,  he  took  by  force  the  city  of  Carthagena,  and  obliged  the 
inhabitants  to  ranfom  it.  The  feafon  being  far  advanced,  he  found  himfelf  compelled,  with  his 
companions,  to  return  homeward,  without  following  their  original  fchcme,  which  was,  to 
march  over  land  to  Panama,  on  the  Ihore  of  the  South  Sea.     Wherefore, 

IV.  They  failed  by  the  coaft  of  Florida,  where  they  took  and  facked  the  fort  of  St.  Au- 
guftine,  and  found  about  ^wo  thoufand  pounds  in  money,  and  fourteen  brafs  cannon.  Next 
he  called  at  the  infant  Virginia  colony;  which,  being  unable  to  fuftain  itfelf  longer,  he  took 
the  people  home  with  him  to  England,  as  we  have  already  related,  Hakluyt  makes  the  whole 
booty  of  this  expedition  not  to  exceed  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  they  loft  therein 
fevcn  hundred  men  ;  it  therefore  did  not  fully  anfwer  the  expeftations  that  had  been  formed 
of  it. 

In  this  fame  year.  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a  patent  to  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Leicefter, 
and  to  forty  more,  for  an  exclufive  or  fole  trade  to  the  dominions  of  Morocco,  for  twelve 
years  ;  to  the  Emperor  whereof,  Muley  Hamet,  (he  fent  her  minifter  (Roberts)  who  remain- 
ed three  years  there, 'and  obtained  fome  privileges  for  the  Englifti ;  particularly,  that  none  of 
the  Englifti  ftiould,  in  future,  be  made  flaves  in  his  dominions. 

The  Algerine  pirates  now  firft  ventured  out  into  the  Ocean,  according  to  Morgan's  Hiftory 
of  Algiers,  vol.  ii.  p.  588,  Morat  Rais  having,  with  three  fliips,  attacked  and  pillaged  the 
chief  town  of  the  Canaries,  carrying  home  much  booty  and  many  captives. 

Vol.  II.  X  '    ^  The 
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^585       The  violent  meafurcs  of  the  Duke  D*Alva,  and  the  fubfequent  fack  of  Antwerp,  had  forced 
fuch  multitudes  of  people  to  take  fhclter  at  Amfterdam,  that,  according  to  Werdenhagen,  the 
Hanfeatic  hiflorian,  that  city  now  began  to  extend  its  pomerium  or  bounds;  and,  in  a  few 
years  after,  it  increafed  above  one  half;  and  new  ramparts,  ditches,  &c.  were  made  round 
the  increafed  part  of  that  famous  city.     That  author  further  obferves,  that,  at  one  time,  nine- 
teen thoufand  people  retired  from  Antwerp  into  Holland,  and  ihofe  moftly  to  Amfterdam; 
whereby  Antwerp,  not  only  the  fineft  city  of  all  Brabant,  but  likewife  almoft  of  all  Europe, 
was  mifcrably  ftripped  of  its  wealth  and  profperity,  whilft  riches,  arts,  ingenuity,  and  induftry 
crowded  into  Amfterdam,  in  a  manner  fo  fudden  as  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  ftory  ;  fo  that  it 
now  became  the  chief  city  of  traffic  in  all  the  Netherlands.     For,  as  the  great  Penfionary  Dc 
Witt  obferves,  in  his  Interefl:  of  Holland,  •'  although  Antwerp  was,  in  refpeft  of  its  good 
foundation  and  far  extended  traffic,  the  moft  renowned  merchandizing  city  that  ever  was 
(till  then)  in  the  world,  fending  many  (hips  backwards  and  forwards  from  France,  Eng- 
land, Spain,  Italy,  &c.  and  making  many  filk  manufaftures,  yet  Brabant  and  Flanders 
were  too  remote  and  ill  fituated  for  erefling  at  Antwerp,  or  near  to  it,  the  filhery  of  had- 
dock, cod,  and  herring,  and   for  making  that  trade  as  profitable  there  as  it  might  be  in 
Holland.     The  King  of  Spain,  according  to  the  maxims  of  monarchs,  defired  to  weaken 
'*  that  ftrong  city,  which  he  thought  too  powerful,  and  to  difperfc  the  traffic  over  his  other 
numerous  cities.     The  merchants  of  Antwerp,  being  therefore  compelled  to  forfake  that 
city,  chofe  Amfterdam  to  fettle  in,  (which,  before  the  troubles,  was  the  next  great  city  of 
*^  commerce  in  the  Netherlands)  becaufe  the  ifles  of  Zealand  were  not  fo  well  fituated  for  in- 
*'  land  commerce ;  and  there  was  then  no  toleration  of  religion  either  in  France  or  England  ; 
*'  in  the  latter  country  alfo  there  were  heavy  duties  on  goods  exported  and  imported,  and  their 
guilds  or  halls  excluded  foreigners  ;  neverthelefs,  one  third  part  of  the  dealers  in,  and 
weavers  of  fays,  damalks,  ftockings,  &c.  went  cafually  into  England,  becaufe  thofe  trades 
were  then  new  to  the  Englifh,  and  therefore  under  no  halls  or  guilds  :  another  great  part 
went  to  Lcyden  ;  and  the  traders  in  linen,  fixed  at  Haerlem  :  the  Flemifh  fifhing  went  alfo 
'  to  Holland  ;  though  ftill  the  villages  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  retained  much  manufafture, 
by  means  of  land  carriage  into  France  and  Germany."     What  Botero  fays,  in  his  Treatifc 
of  the  Caufes  of  the  Magnificence  and  greatnefs  of  Cities,  was  ftill,  even  now,  certainly  true 
of  the  cities  of  Flanders,  viz.  "  That  they  were  the  moft  mercantile  and  the  moft  frequented 
*'  cities  for  commerce  and  traffic  in  all  Europe ;  a  principal  caufe  whereof  was,  that  the  in- 
"  finite  quantity  of  merchandize  imported  and  exported,  paid  but  a  very  fmall  cuftom." 

At  this  time,  the  new  erefted  republic  of  the  united  provinces  was  in  great  diftrefs,  as  not 
only  King  Henry  III.  of  France,  but  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  had  again  refufcd  to  be 
their  fovcreigns.  The  fagacious  Queen  forefaw,  that  when  Ihe  was  once  engaged  with  Spain 
in  defence  of  that  fovereignty,  it  would  be  almoft  impoffible  to  tell  when  fhe  fliould  be  able  to 
retreat  with  honour  and  fafety ;  but  the  powerful  aid  fhe  intended  to  give  the  States  General 
flie  might  either  lefleii  or  increafe  at  pleafure.  Queen  Elizabeth,  therefore,  by  a  treaty  with 
the  States,  ftipulated  to  fupply  them  with  five  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  horfe ;  which 
Ihc  engaged  to  pay  whilft  the  war  lafted;  on  condition  of  being  repaid  at  the  end  of  it;  the 
three  forts  already  mentioned  being  to  remain  in  Elizabeth's  hands  by  way  of  fecurity  for  the 
fame,  and  for  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  money,  which  (he  had  before  lent  them. 

Sir  Bernard  Drake,  with  a  fquadron  of  Englifh  fhips,  was  now  fcnt  to  Newfoundland, 
where  be  took  feveral  Fortuguefe  (hips  laden  with  fi(h  and  oil ;  (Portugal  being  now  united 
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1585  to  Spain)  which  is  all  that  we  meet  with  material  concerning  that  iflanJ  during  the  reft  of  this 

century. 

1586  The  llftecnth  volume  of  Rymer's  Focdera  concludes,  in  the  year  1586,  p.  803  to  807,  with 
one  of  the  beft  treaties  that  was  ever  madjc  between  the  two  filler  nations  of  Britain.  King 
James  VI.  of  Scotland  was  ftill  a  minor;  and  for  the  mutual  defence  of  both  kingdoms,  and 
the  fecurity  of  the  Proteilant  religion,  as  well  as  for  the  prevention  of  foreign  invafions,  the 
young  Scoiifli  King  now  ftipulatcs  to  aflift  Queen  Elizabeth  with  two  thoufand  horfemen  and 
five  thoufand  foot,  Queen  Elizabeth  engaging,  in  the  Jame  manner,  to  aid  him  with  three 
thoufand  horfe  and  fix  thoufand  foot. 

Thus  our  excellent  Queen  fucccfsfully  laboured  to  fecure  a  back  door,  which  had  fo  often 
been  dangerous  to  Enoland  :  by  which  political  meafure  fhe  was  more  at  liberty  to  purfuc 
her  interefts  on  the  continent,  and  to  improve  the  commerce  and  manufaftures  of  her 
people. 

Mr.  Mifll'ldcn,  in  his  judicious  Circle  of  Commerce,  a  quarto  book,  publiflied  in  the  year 
1623,  p.  54.  relates,  that  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  reign,  confirm- 
ed all  the  former  charters  of  the  company  of  Englilh  merchant-adventurers  ;  thereby  granting 
them  the  fame  authority  to  hold  their  courts,  and  to  exercife  their  trade  in  Germany,  as 
amply  as  they  had  formerly  done  in  the  Netherlands  ;  with  ftrifl  prohiI)ition  to  all  not  free  of 
that  company  to  trade  within  their  limits  ;  of  which  new  grant  or  charter  this  author,  who 
•  was  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  affirms  he  had  feen  and  examined  the  original.  Where- 
upon, the  city  of  Hamburg  invited  them  again  to  fettle  there  ;  and  the  company,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  invitation,  fent  thither  two  commilfioners  :  yet  the  Imperial  and  Spanilh  party 
in  the  fen  ate  fo  far  prevailed,  that  the  commiflioners  were  obliged,  in  the  year  1587,  to  go 
over  to  Staden,  where  they  fixed  the  company's  ftaple  to  good  purpofc.  Before  this  time, 
Staden  was  unfrequented  by  merchants ;  but,  during  the  ten  years  in  which  the  company  re- 
fided  there,  Staden  found  a  great  change  for  the  better,  till  in  the  year  1597,  when  the  com- 
pany was  forced  to  leave  it. 

In  this  fame  year,  Captain  John  Davis,  with  three  fhips,  made  his  fecond  voyage  towards 
the  hoped-for  north  weft  paflage  ;  but  finding  no  paiTagc  in  the  Streights  of  his  name,  he  came 
furiher  fouth  in  order  to  attempt  it,  where  he  loft  fome  of  his  men  by  the  natives ;  and  all  that 
he  did  in  this  voyage  was  the  bartering  of  his  toys  for  fome  hundreds  of  feal  Ikins. 

The  Hanfealic  towns  on  the  Baltic  Shores 'ftill  continued  to  have  a  confiderable  commerce; 
and  particularly  Wifmar  and  Lul^eck,  whilft  they  continued  to  fail  direftly  to  Spain  with  their 
own  vefiTels*;  but  from  this  time  forward,  fays  their  hiftorian  Werdenhagen,  by  means  of  fuch 
numbers  of  Netherlanders  as  had  fled  to  Hamburg,  that  city  puflied  on  a  much  greater  com- 
merce  to  Spain.  From  which  period  moft  authors  date  the  great  but  gradual  declenfion  of  tlw 
Hanfeatic  towns  on  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  more  efpecially  that  of  Wifmar;  the  magnificent 
churches,  auguft  market  place,  town  houfe,  capacious  wine  cellars,  and  the  large  and  ftately 
private  houfes  of  which  city,  fufficicntly  declare  the  former  great  refort  of  traders  to  it,  and  its 
ancient  opulence. 

At  this  time  flourifhed  the  famous  Danifh  aftronomer,  Tycho  Brahe,  who  made  fome 
aftronomical  difcovcries  and  improvements,  which  proved  verj'  beneficial  to  navigation,  and 
confequently  to  maritime  commerce.  '  He  died  in  the  year  1601. 

According  to  Gcmelli,  who  will  be  often  quoted  in  this  work^  the  Chinefe,  about  the  year 
^586,  for  their  own  advantage,  firft  granted  to  the  Portuguefe  (near  the  mouth  of  Canton 
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1586  river)  the  rocky  ifle  of  Macao,  then  inhabited  by  robbers,  on  condition  of  their  expelling 
them ;  which  they  accordingly  did.  Here  they  built  and  fortified  the  town  of  tliat  name, 
which  they  hold  to  this  day,  but  tributary  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  Chincfe,  to  whom  they  pay 
tribute  and  cuftoms.  Since  the  Portuguefe  were  expelled  Japan,  Macao  is  become  inconfi- 
derable;  it  contained  five  thoufand  Portuguefe,  in  the  year  1699,  and  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred Chinefe. 

Mr.  Lane,  one  of  the  Virginia  adventurers,  is  faid  in  this  year  to  have  been  the  firft  who 
brought  tobacco  home  from  thence  :  its  name  was  probably  given  it  by  the  Spaniards  before 
this  time,  from  the  ifle  of  Tobago,  one  of  the  Caribbees,  where  it  was  produced  in 
abundance. 

The  fame  year.  Sir  Waher  Raleigh  fitted  out  from  Plymouth  two  fmall  veffels,  which,  at 
the  Azores,  took  five  Spanifli  ftiips  ;  and,  after  fome  other  exploits,  returned  home  with  a- 
confiderable  booty. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cavendifli  now  alfo  commenced  the  fecond  Englifli  circumnavigation  of  the 
earth,  at  his  own  expencc,  which  he  efFefted  in  two  years  and  two  months,  by  the  old  route 
through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  heme  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  having  loft  two  of 
his  three  fhips.  He  took  a  rich  Spanifli  fliip  from  the  Philippines,  and  deftroyed  other  fliips 
and  fome  towns  in  the  South  Seas.  But  neither  this,  nor  Drake's  circumnavigations,  w^re 
intended  for  the  making  any  ufeful  fettlements  in  tliofe  remote  parts,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
commerce,  as  moft  certainly  they  might  eafily  have  done ;  but  their  principal  aim  was  priva- 
teering againft  and  pillaging  the  Spaniards,  together  with  fome  tranfient  commerce.  Thefc 
warlike  circumnavigations  were  from  this  time  difcontinued  from  England,  till  in  the  late 
Queen  Anne's  reign  the  fliips  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Briflol  were  fent  out  on  a  fimilar  defign. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  jointly  fent  out  fome 
fliips,  with  a  defign  to  privateer  againft  the  Spaniards  in  the  South  Seas  :  but  this  undertaking 
proved  unfortunate,  and  a  great  lofs  to  tliefe  two  enterprizing  geniufes. 

Hakluyt  acquaints  us,  that  in  this  fame  year,  Jerome  Horfey  obtained  of  the  Czar,  Theo- 
dore Janowitz,  new  privileges  for  the  Englifli  Ruilia  company,  though  not  exclufive  ones, 
fuch  as,  a  freedom  from  certain  tolls  or  taxes,  &c.  But  it  feems,  they  were,  in  this  new 
grant,  prohibited  from  carrying  their  goods  to  the  new  caftle  of  Archangel,  and  were  confined 
to  the  old  warchoufes,  and  the  liarbour  of  St.  Nicholas.  As  this  is  the  fecond  time  that  we 
find  mention  made  of  the  new  caftle  of  Archangel,  it  is  probable  there  was  then  no  town  of 
that  name,  and  that  this  new  caftle  has  fince  grown  up  into  the  town  of  Archangel. 

The  principal  gate  of  London,  called  Ludgate,  with  a  prifon  over  it  for  debtors  who  are 
freemen  of  the  city,  was  this  year  rebuilt :  and  if  what  Holinglhed  relates  is  to  be  depended  on^ 
it  coft  only  fomewhat  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  p.  1561,  which  being  very 
lately  demoliflied,  could  not  be  as  well  built  up  again  at  this  time  for  four  times  as  much. 

We  are  indebted  to  De  Witt's  Intereft  of  Holland,  for  the  following  remarks  on  the  Earl 
of  Leicefter's  conduft  in  Holland,  under  this  fame  year  1586,  viz.  •*  That  although,  during 
••  the  troubles  on  the  fcorc  of  religion,  many  Fiemifli  and  Brabant  clothiers  and  merchants 
"  retired  to  Holland,  yet  were  they  prefently  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  out  again  by  the 
*•  Earl  of  Leicffter,  who,  by  the  intereft  of  the  clergy,  his  courtiers,  and  Englifli  foldiers, 
endeavoured  to  make  himfelf  lord  of  the  country ;  ifluing  very  prejudicial  placarts  againft 
traffic  and  navigation,  defigning  by  furprize  to  have  feized  on  the  three  greateft  trading 
••  cities,  viz.  Amfterdam,  Leyden,  and  Enchuyfen."     In  another  place,  he  fays,  •*  that 

"  Leicefter's 


ti 


OF      THE     ORIGIN      OF     COMMERCE.  165 


A.    D. 


«C 

«« 


1586  *•  Leiccfler's  edift  at  Utrecht,  in  the  year  1586,  prohibiting  ftores  of  war,  provlfions,  or  even 
merchandize,  as  alfo  letters,  from  being  carried  to  the  Spaniards  or  their  allies,  &c.  would  . 
probably  have  overthrown  all  the  advantages  which  Antwerp's  fall  had  brought  to  Holland  ; 
had  not  the  French,  Scots,  Danes;  and  Vandalic  Hans-towns,  interpofed ;  in  confequence 
of  which  that  edift  was  fruftrated.  Neverthelefs,  the  bare  terror  of  its  being  to  take  place, 
made  very  many  trading  people  leave  the  Netherlands,  who  fettled  at  Hamburg,  Bremen, 
Embden,  Staden,  &c."     The  laft  named  edift,  Thuanus,  lib.  Ixxxv.  thinks,  was  in  order 

to  raife  money  by  this  means  for  carrying  on  the  war,  by  obliging  all  nations  to  purchafe  free 
navigation  at  high  prices.  Great,  however,  as  tliofe  two  authors  are,  it  may  be  confidered, 
that  the  latter  was  a  Frenchman,  and  the  other  ftrongly  frenchified,  a  violent  republican,  and 
foe  to  England. 

1587  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  his  mind  fo  intenfely  fet  upon  a  plantation  in  North  America,  that 
he  again  fent  out  three  fliips  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  of  both  fexes.  Thefe  planters 
Raleigh's  fuperintendant  fettled  on  the  ifle  of  Roanoke,  where  he  found  the  fecond  colony  had 
been  dcftroyed  by  the  natives.  Here  he  re-built  the  fort  and  houfes,  calling  the  place  the  city 
of  Raleigh  in  Virginia.  He  left  one  hundred  and#fteen  men  in  this  new  fettlcment,  and  re- 
turned home;  where  he  remained  about  three  years  before  he  could  obtain  the  neceflary  fuo- 
plies,  which  he  had  promifed  to  bring  in  the  year  after  he  left  the  colony.  When  he  arrived 
in  1590,  with  thcfe  fupplies,  both  of  men  and  ftores,  in  three  fliips ;  it  feems  fuch  of  the 
colony  as  remained  alive  had  removed  to  a  place  on  the  continent  of  .Virginia,  called  Croa- 
toan  ;  that  word  being  carved  on  the  trees.  To  this  place  they  intended  to  fail  in  fcarch  of 
the  colony;  but  a  ftorm  unfortunately  arifing,  the  fliips  loft  their  anchors  and  cables ;  and 
provifions  alfo  failing,  they  agreed  to  return  home,  leaving  that  miferable  colony  to  perilh, 
to  the  fliame  of  that  age  ;  for  although  Raleigh  was  involved  in  difficulties  about  this  time,  yet 
furely  the  Queen  and  nation  fliould  have  had  compaffion  on  thofe  poor  men,  who  were  left 
as  it  were,  to  the  mercy  of  favages  in  a  wild  and  uncultivated  country. 

Thus  was  this  fcheme  of  a  plantation  in  Virginia  quite  laid  afidc,  during  all  the  reft  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  ;  and  all  the  great  cxpence  of  Raleigh  and  the  other  adventurers  ut- 
terly thrown  away,  befides  the  lofs  of  many  mens  lives. 

The  firft  pofitive  law  ever  made  in  Scotland  for  fixing  the  rate  of  the  intereft  of  money  was 
in  this  year  1587,  by  the  fifty-fecond  aft  of  the  eleventh  Parliament  of  King  James  VI. ; 
whereby  the  legal  intereft  was  not  for  the  future  to  exceed  ten  pounds,  or  an  equivalent  to  five 
bolls  of  viftual,  for  one  hundred  pounds  by  the  year;  this  valuation  of  five  bolls  to  be  equal 
to  ten  pounds  Scots,  was  about  half  the  value  of  viftual  (/.  e.  oat  meal)  in  the  prefent  age. 

The  law  made  in  the  icign  of  King  James  I.  of  Scotland,  for  fending  deputies  or  commif . 
fioners  to  Parliament,  to  reprefent  the  lefler  barons  or  freeholders,  having  been  much  ne^^Ieft-. 
ed,  it  was  in  this  year  re-enafted,  and  was  ever  after  conftantly  kept  up,  as  well  as  the  repre- 
fentatives  from  cities  and  towns. 

In  this  fame  King  James  Sixth's  reign,  there  were  feveral  ftrift  laws  made  for  the  confining 
of  commerce  in  Scotland  to  the  freemen. of  burghs ; — fo  far,  that  no  workman  or  craftfman 
ftiould  be  permitted  to  carry  on  his  craft  or  calling,  in  any  adjacent  fuburb  of  a  free  burgh, 
even  although  the  faid  fuburb  fliould  be  no  way  fubjeft  to  the  faid  burgh. 

Wheat,  according  to  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  now  three  pounds  four  ftiillings  per 
quarter  at  London  ;  whilft  in  other  places  it  was  at  ten  fliillings  to  thirteen  fliillings  per 
bufhel  ;  occafioned  by  excefllve  exportation.     They  had  not  in  thofe  times  adopted  the  ftrift 
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1587  and  neccfiary  regulations  as  we  have  done  in  later  times,  for  the  prevention  of  exceffive  cx- 
portations,  unlefs  when  corn  is  at  a  moderate  price. 

About  this  time  Queen  Elizabeth  condefccnded  to  grant  to  the  Steelyard  merchants  of  the 
German  Hans-towns,  the  very  fame  commercial  privileges  and  immunities,  in  point  of  cuf- 
toms  on  commerce,  as  were  enjoyed  by  her  own  natuial-born  fubjefts  ;  provided  however, 
that  her  Englifh  merchants  at  Hamburg  were  equally  well  treated  ;  which,  neverthelefs,  did 
not  give  them  entire  content.  And  in  the  mean  time,  that  Queen  being  in  a  ftate  of  war  with 
Spain,  Ihe  gave  the  Hans-towns  due  notice  not  to  carry  into  Spain,  Portugal,  nor  Italy,  either 
provifions,  naval  (lores,  or  implements  of  war,  for  the  King  of  Spain's  ufc,  under  forfeiture 
thereof,  and  even  of  corporal  punifhitient. 

In  England,  as  well  as  in  other  European  countries,  wdierc  there  was  any  confidcrable  com- 
merce, the  falaries,  and  daily  wages  or  pay  of  artificers,  foldiers,  failors,  labourers,  5cc.  be- 
came confiderably  enhanced  about  this  time ;  occafioned  partly  by  the  general  increafe  of  com- 
merce, and  partly  by  the  great  acceffion  of  filver  bullion,  annually  imported  from  the  Span ifh 
colonies  in  Mexico  and  Peru.  Of  this  enhancement  we  have  an  inrtancc  in  this  year  15S7, 
from  the  undoubted  authority  of  Rapier's  Focdcra,  vol.  xvi.  p.  5,  *'  wherein  Queen  Eliza- 
**  beth  grants  to  Sir  Thomas  Shirley  the  c(ficc  of  trcafurer  of  her  army  in  the  Netherlands, 
'*  with  an  allowance  of  one  pound  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence  per  day,  for  his  own  diet,  as 
"  this  Englifh  record  exprefles  it,  and  ten  Ihillings  per  diem  for  his  vice-tieafurer's  entertain- 
*•  ment :  alfo  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  per  diem  for  each  of  three  other  paymaflers.  The 
*'  Queen  alfo  allows  him  one  per  cent,  for  portage  of  all  fuch  fums  of  money  as  fhould  come 
*'  to  his  hands  ;  with  all  other  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  former  trcafurer  of  her  faid  army." 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume,  p.  6,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  a  long  letter  of  the  Count  of 
Eaft  Friefland,  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  "  complaining  of  the  Hollanders,  who  had  blocked  up 
his  river  Ems,  and  even  part  of  his  town  of  Embden,  fo  as  to  hinder  the  exportation  of 
'*  corn,  &c.  under  pretence  of  fuch  provifions  being  carried  to  the  Spaniards  their  enemies  ; 
whil(V,  at  the  fame  time,"  adds  this  Count,  *'  they  themfelves  fend  two  hundred  vefTcls  to- 
gether, yearly,  laden  with  corn,  and  other  provifions,  &CC.  to  their  mortal  enemy  the  King 
•*  of  Spain's  country,  for  the  fake  of  gain."     The  Count  tells  the  Queen  "  how  much  he 
*'  had  formerly  encouraged  her  merchant-adventurers,  when  fettled  at  Embden;  alfo  how 
much  even  they  were  ob(lru£led  in  carrying  their  cloth  into  the  inner  parts  of  the  empire^ 
by  the  Hollanders  interruption  of  his  people's  commerce. — And  that  he  had  given  fuch  en- 
*'  couragement  to  her  faid  merchants,  notwithftanding  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Imperial  and 
**  Hanfeatic  cities  to  obftruft  it."     Yet  this  year  the  company  was  not  at  Embden,  but  had 
removed  from  Hamburg  to  Staden. 

Queen  Elizabeth  having  had  intelligence  of  the  formidable  preparations  of  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  for  an  invafion  of  England,  had  fent  out  Sir  Francis  Drake,  with  a  fleet  of  forty  (hips, 
to  the  coaft  of  Spain,  where  he  deltroyed  many  (liips,  particularly  at  or  near  Cadiz  and  Lifbon, 
above  one  hundred  velTels  laden  with  provifions  and  ammunition ;  he  alfo  took  a  rich  Por- 
tugal car  rack  from  Eaft  India,  at  the  Azores;  "  out  of  the  papers  whereof,"  fays  Camden, 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  hiftory,  "  the  Engh(fi  fo  fully  undcrftood  the  rich  value  of  the  Eaft 
•*  Indian  merchandize,  and  the  manner  of  trading  into  the  eaftern  world,  that  they  afterwards 
*'  fet  up  a  gainful  trade  by  cftablilhing  a  company  of  Eaft  India  merchants  at  London."  He 
alfo  took  an  Argofie,  full  of  rich  merchandize, 
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1587  Here  wc  muft  remark,  what  others  have  long  fincc  done,  that  fuch  vaft  damages  done  to 
Spain  in  this  year  1587,  greatly  contributed  to  King  Philip's  being  conftrained  to  defer,  to  the 
following  year,  his  intended  invafion  of  England. — But,  another  greater,  and  feemingly  more 
cfFeftual  caufe  of  deferring  it,  does  equal  honour  to  commerce,  and  to  Sir  Francis  Walfing- 
ham,  Secretary  of  State;  who,  by  the  aid  of  Thomas  Sutton,  Efq;  (who  was  afterwards  founder 
of  the  Charter -houfc  hofpital  in  London)  and  alfo  of  the  Queen's  merchant.  Sir  Thomas 
Grefham,  and  of  fome  others  jointly,  who  found  means  to  get  all  the  Spanifh  bills  of  exchange 
protefted,  which  were  drawn  on  the  merchants  of  Genoa,  and  which  were  to  fupply  Philip 
for  the  carrying  on  of  his  preparations.  *'  A  merchant  of  London,"  fays  Bifhop  Burnet's 
firft  volume,  p.  313,  of  the  Hiftory  of  his  Life  and  Times,  "  being  very  well  acquainted  witlj 
"  the  revenue  and  expence  of  Spain,  and  of  all  that  they  could  raifc ;  and  knowing  alfo  that 
**  their  funds  were  fo  fwallowed  up,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  viftual  and  fit  out  their 

fleet,  but  by  their  credit  on  the  bank  of  Genoa ;  he  undertook  to  write  to  all  the  places  of 
trade,  and  to  get  fuch  remittances  made  on  that  bank,  that  he  might  have  fo  much  of  the 
money  in  his  own  hands,  as  there  fhould  be  none  current  there,  equal  to  the  great  occafioti 
of  victualling  the  Spanifh  fleet.  He  reckoned,  that  the  keeping  of  fuch  a  treafurc  dead  in 
his  hands,  until  the  feafon  of  viftualling  was  over,  would  be  a  lofs  of  forty  thoufand  pounds. 
And  he  managed  the  matter  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  fuccefs,  that  the  fleet  could  not  be  fet 
out  that  year.  At  fo  fmall  a  price,"  fays  the  Biihop,  '*  with  fb  Ikilful  a  management,  was 
**  the  nation  faved  at  that  time  !"  Wheeler,  the  fecretary  and  hiftoriographer  of  the  Englifti 
Merchant-adventurers  company,  in  his  book  already  fo  often  quoted,  alfo  afl^erts,  "  that  his 
**^-  faid  Fellowfhip  of  Merchant- adventurers  were  likewife,  on  this  occafion,  aflifting  to  the 
**  Qiieen  in.  like  fort,  at  the  mart  of  Kiel  in  Holftein.'*  All  which  demonftrates  the  great 
importance  of  mercantile  credit,  and  its  influence,  when  well  condufted,  in  matters  of  even. 
.   tlie  higheft  ftatc  concern  to  a  nation. 

In  the  fame  year  1587,  Mr.  John  Davis,  with  three  fliips  from  Dartmouth,  undertook  a 
third  voyage  for  the  difcovcry  of  a  north-weft  paflihge  to  China,  &c.  In  this  voyage,  he  met 
wirli  a  Bifcay  (hip,  whom  he  judged  to  Be  engaged  in  fifhing  for  whales.  Nothing  materially 
difl^erent  happening  in  this  attempt  from  the  two  former,  he  returned  home  without  finding 
any  paflagc,  having  again  gone  up  the  Streights  which  bore  his  name,  to  no  efftft.  All  thefe 
three  voyages  were  much  encouraged  by  the  Lord  Treafurer  Burleigh,  Sir  Francis  Walfing- 
ham,  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  other  noblemen,  and  alfo  by  feveral  merchants.  Thofe  great 
men  knew,  from  what  had  already  been  difcovered,  as  alfo  from  the  frame  or  ftrufture  of  the 
terraqueous  globe,  that  fooner  or  later  more  difcoveries  would  be  made  ;  and  that  as  it  would 
greatly  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation-,  fo  it  would  no  lefs  advance  their  own  glory  to  be 
the  inftruments  of  fuch  great  benefits  to  their  country. 

1588  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  though  difappoJhted,  as  we  have  juft  related,  of  invading  England 
t                                          in  the  year  1587,  fent  his  fleet  and  troops  out  againft  England  in  the  memorable  year  1588. 

Our  Camden  aflerts,  **  that  it  was  the  beft  appointed  in  men,  ammunition,  and  provifions^ 
*'  of  all  that  ever  the  Ocean  faw,  and  was  called  by  the  arrogant  appellation  of  the  Invincible 
*'  Armada."    Confiftingof 

Ships  of  all  kinds, ^  —  —  —  130 

Soldiers,.  —  —  —  19,290 

Sailors,  —  —  —  8,350 

Cannon,  — •  .    —  —  2,630 
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1388  The  particulars  of  this  expedition,  long  (Incc  become  fo  thread-bare  a  fubjcft,  being  to  be 
found  in  all  our  own  hiftories,  and  in  thofc  of  almoft  all  other  nations,  wc  ihall  therefore  only 
very  briefly  remark,  that  our  fea  commanders  and  mariners,  on  this  occafion,  gained  immortal 
honour. 

The  great  Grotius,  in  the  fifth  book  of  his  Annals  of  the  Nctherland  Wars,  has  the  follow- 
ing remark,  and  fine  encomium  thereon,  viz. 

"  The  glory  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which  anciently  effeScd  their  greateft  matters  by  naval 
viftories,  was  in  thefe  times  undoubtedly  equalled  by  the  fortune  and  valour  of  the  Englifh, 
**  although  their  conquefts  were  more  llowly  as  well  as  more  fafely  obtained  over  Spain  ;  and 
in  all  the  time  they  fought  with  the  Spaniards,  they  did  not  lofe  one  confidcrable  fhip,  nor 
above  one  hundred  men  ! — Whereas  the  Spaniards  endured  all  kinds  of  mifery  ;  lofing  near 
five  thoufand  men,  and  their  beft  (hips." 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  16,  of  the  Foedera,  **  wc  fee  the  Queen's  letters  patent  to  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  to  govern  her  whole  fleet."  And  it  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  this  is 
the  firft  mention  wc  meet  with  in  the  Foedera  of  that  famous  fea  commander,  excepting  a 
fingle  inftance  of  the  preceding  year  1587,  being  a  complaint  of  the  magiftrates  of  Cologne  in 
Germany,  though  an  inland  city,  of  his  having  taken  an  Eaft  India  Ihip,  bound  for  Lifbon, 
already  mentioned,  in  which  were  laden  various  kinds  of  merchandize  belonging  to  their  citi- 
zens ;  and  praying  the  Queen  to  reftore  their  faid  efFefts.  The  Lord  Admiral,  Charles,  Lord 
Howard  of  EflBngham,  was  properly  the  chief  commander  of  the  Englifh  fleet  this  year,  and 
Drake  only  his  vice-admiral,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  Sir  Martin  Frobiiher  were  his  rear- 
admirals.  The  whole  Englilh  fleet  confifted  of  but  feventy-fix  Ihips  paid  by  tlie  Queen,  and' 
thirty-eight  by  the  city  of  London  ;  befide  eighty-three  coafters,  &c.  fent  by  fevcral  other  fea 
ports  ;  in  all  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  vcflTels  great  and  fmall;  befides  thofe  of  Holland 
and  Zealand.  Some  of  our  veflfcls,  filled  with  combuftible  matter,  and  fent  among  the  Spaniih 
Ihips,  are  faid  to  have  given  rife  to  the  terrible  invention  of  fire-fhips. 

In  fhort,  this  famed  Armada,  what  by  the  valour  of  the  Englifh  navy,  which,  though 
much  inferior,  had  many  diff*erent  ikirmilhcs  with  them  in  the  Channel,  and  that  of  the 
ftatcs  of  the  new  Belgic  republic; — what  alfo  by  the  Duke  of  Parma's  being  obftrufted  by  crofs 
accidents  with  his  land  and  fea  force  from  the  Netherlands,  to  join  thofe  of  Spain  ;  and  to 
which  may  be  added  very  violent  and  tempeftuous  weather;  this  pompous  and  truly  powerful 
armament,  after  lofing  many  fliips  and  men,  was  obliged  to  retire  north  about  by  the  coalls 
of  Scotland,  and  from  thence  fouthward,  home  to  Spain,  by  the  weft  coaft  of  Ireland.  On 
the  Scotch  coaft  the  Spanifh  fleet  loft  many  fliips,  and,  according  to  Camden,  had  above  feven 
hundred  foldiers  and  failors  wrecked  there,  who,  by  the  interceflion  of  the  Prince  of  Parma 
to  King  James,  and  by  permifllion  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  afterwards  fent  over  to  the  Low 
Countries  :  but  thofe  who  were  (hipwrecked  t>n  the  Irifli  coafts  were  almoft  every  where  put 
to  the  fword.  King  Philip  the  Second's  minifters,  it  is  faid,  concealed  this  great  misfortune 
from  him  for  fome  days  ;  but,  it  feems,  on  perceiving,  by  the  fadnefs  of  their  countenances, 
that  fomewhat  difafterous  had  happened,  he  obliged  them  to  difclofe  the  whole  to  him  — 
Whereupon,  he  is  reported  to  have  greatly  faid,  *'  God's  will  be  done;  I  fent  my  Armada 

to  attack  England,  not  to  fight  againft  the  elements!" King  James  of  Scotland  behaved 

very  well  on  this  trying  occafion  ;  and  is  by  Camden  reported  to  have  facelioufly  faid.  That 
he  looked  for  no  other  favour  from  the  Spaniard  than  what  Polyphemus  promifcd  to  Ulyfl'cs, 
namely,  that  after  all  the  reft  were  devoured,  he  fhould  be  the  laft  to  be  fwallowed.     And  thus 

were 
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1588  were  not  only  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  new  republic  of  the  .United  Nether- 
lands, preferved  from  imminent  dcftruftion,  but  alfo  the  equilibrium  of  the  general  liberties 
of  all  the  reft  of  Europe,  as  well  as  the  Protcftant  religion  in  Britain  and  elfewhere.  For,  at 
this  time,  the  monarchy  of  Spain  was  undoubtedly  the  moft  potent  of  any  in  Chriftendom  i 
although  by  its  own  bad  meafures,  and  the  gradually  growing  power  of  Holland  and  England, 
and  foon  afterwards  of  France,  when  its  civil  wars  fubfided,  that  power,  not  many  years  af- 
ter this  time,  began  to  fhew  evident  fymptoms  of  a  fatal  declenfion.  Out  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  fhips,  which  for  this  great  attempt  came  out  of  Lifbon,  no  more  than  fifty-three 
returned  ;  only  one  of  the  galeafles  of  Naples,  and  one  of  the  four  great  galleons  of  Portugal ; 
and  only  thirty-three  of  the  ninety-one  galleons  and  hulks  of  other  provinces  :  fo  that  in  all, 
Spain  loft  eighty-one  ihips,  and  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers  and  mariners,  befidcs 
much  treafure. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fends  Daniel  Rogers  as  her  Envoy  to  the  Danifli  court,  not  only  for  keep- 
ing that  crown  from  abetting  her  foes,  but  for  preventing  their  general  praftice  of  flopping 
Englifh  merchant  (liips  in  pafling  the  Sound,  for  private  mens  offences ;  and  that  the  toll  for 
that  paflagc-might  not  be  paid  by  the  Englifh  but  at  their  return  homeward  from  the  Baltic  Sea, 
and  this  only  in  the  ufual  money  of  Denmark,  fays  Camden :  moreover,  that  the  owners 
(hould  not  fufFer  punifhment  for  the  frauds  committed  by  pilots :  that,  moreover,  the  packs 
of  cloths  might  be  free  from  impofts,  and  that  the  cuftom  called  laft-gelt  might  be  releafed  to 
the  Englifli.  All  which,  however,  were  at  this  time  poftponed,  under  pretence  of  the  King's 
minority.*  **  For  the  Danes  were  a  little  difcontented  with  the  Englifh,"  continues  Camden, 
*•  for  that  they  now  failed  into  Ruflia,  not  by  the  Sound,  but  by  the  coafts  of  Norway,  Fin- 
**  mark,  and  Lapland,  &c.  But  Boris  Theodorides,  Czar  of  Ruffia,  who  this  year  fuccecd- 
*•  ed  Theodore  Joannides,  or  Janowitz,  omitted  no  means  to  help  the  Englifh,  and  by  all 
**  good  offices  to  procure  the  Queen's  amity."  Rogers  alfo  demanded,  that  the  ancient  league, 
which  was  to  be  renewed  every  feven  years,  for  liberty  for  the  Englifli  to  fifh  at  Iceland,  might 
not  be  evaded  ;  which  point  was  alfo  poftponed. 

As  the  number  of  men  in  a  nation  is  of  thelaft  importance,  we  fliall  here  quote  a  paragraph 
of  the  anonymous  author  of  a  fmall  folio  treatife,  publifhed  in  1689,  intitled,  The  happy  fu- 
ture State  of  England,  p.  249,  he  fays  "  That  Mr.  Pepys,  once  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
"  fhewed  him  a  paper,  mentioning,  that  the  whole  number  of  men  in  the  realm  of  Spain, 
"  taken  by  afecret  furvey,  fome  time  (as  is  fuppofed)  before  the  year  1588,  was  but  one  mil- 
**  lion  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety,  exclufive  of  the 
**  regular  and  fecular  clergy."  Now,  we  may  here  obferve,  that  if  it  be  true,  as  is  generally 
prefumed,  that  all  the  grown  up  men  of  a  country  are  about  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple, men,  women,  and  children  ;  then,  multiplying  the  laid  one  million  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety,  by  four,  gives  us  the  whole  people,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Spain  about  this  time,  viz.  four  million  five  hundred  and  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fixty  fouls  :  the  fmallnefs  of  which  number,  in  fo  extenfivc  a  country,  is  cafily  to 
be  accounted  for,  when  we  duly  confider, 

I.  Their  driving  out  fuch  vaft  numbers  .of  Moors  and  Jews,  and  their  receiving  no  foreign 
fupplies  in  their  ftead. 

II.  Their  fending  out  continually  fnch  numbers  of  their  own  people,  for  about  eighty  years 
preceding,  to  plant  their  American  dominions.    And, 

Vol.  IL  Y  Laftly 


cc 
it 

<( 
tc 


170  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.  D. 

1588  Laftly,  The  confuming  and  deftruftlve  wars  of  the  Erapcror  Charles  V.  and  his  fon  King 
Philip  II.  in  the  Netherlands,  Italy,  f^c.  There  are  even  many  in  our  own  days  of  opinion, 
that  Spain  does  not  at  prefent  contain  above  five  millions  of  fouls. 

The  manufafture  of  that  fort  of  fuperfine  linen  cloth  called  Cambrick,  which  took  its  name 
from  the  city  of  Cambray  in  the  Walloon  Netherlands,  was  at  this  time  fo  confiderable  in  that 
city,  according  to  the  very  good  authority  of  Thuanus,  that  an  exa£l  account  being  taken,  by 
perfons  verfed  in  fuch  matters,  it  was  found  that  there  were  annually  manufaftured  in  that  city 
fixty  thoufand  webs  or  pieces  of  cambrick  ;  which  being  valued,  one  with  another,  at  forty 
florins  each,  amounts  to  two  million  four  hundred  thoufand  florins,  or  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  yearly. — Thuani,  lib.  89,  fub  anno  1588. 

The  Happy  future  State  of  England,  (already  quoted)  under  this  fame  year,  relates,  p.  127, 
That  in  a  remonflrance  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  Houfe,  in  the  year  1602,  to  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  extant  in  Sir  Julius  Caefar's  Collec- 
tions, It  is  faid,  that  in  the  year  1 588,  Queen  Elizabeth  had  at  fea  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fail  of  fhips,  whereof  only  forty  were  her  own,"  (the  largcfl  of  which  were  not  bigger  than 
one  of  our  modern  fourth  rates  ;  yet  (he  was  then  the  next  befl  maritime  power  to  Spain  ;  the 
reil  of  Europe,  Venice  excepted,  having  very  few  fhips  of  force  in  thofe  times)  **  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  were  the  fhips  of  her  fubjefts.  And  that  in  the  faid  year,  there  were  likewife 
one  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  Englifh  merchant  fhips  employed  in  trading  voyages  to  all  parts 
and  countries  ;  each  being  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  one  with  another. 
Alfo,  that  all  thofe  three  hundred  fhips  were  manned  with  thirty  thoufand  feamen,  viz.  the 
Queen's  forty  fhips  with  twelve  thoufand,  or  three  hundred  in  each  fhip  ;  the  one  hundred 
and  ten  hired  ones  with  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  in  each  fhip 
*•  on  an  average  ;  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  trading  fhips,  with  fix  thoufand  feamen,  or  forty  in 
each  fhip."     But  this  rcmonflrance  further  adds,  **  That  in  a  little  above  twelve  years  fince 
the  faid  year  1588,"  /.  e.  at  or  near  the  time  they  made  that  remonflrance,  "  the  fhipping, 
and  the  number  of  feamen  were  decayed  about  one  third  part."     This  dcclenfion  of  our  ma- 
ritime power,  was,  without  doubt,  owing  to  the  Queen's  wars  with  Spain,  by  the  great  lofs 
of  fhipping  in  thofe  wars,  and  in  the  many  private  expeditions  and  adventures  of  our  people 
to  America,  Africa,  &c. 

Both  before  and  after  the  year  1588,'*  continues  the  lafl  quoted  author,  Hid.  •*  upon 

Spain's  complaining  that  the  Englifh  fhips  frequented  the  Indian,  &c.  feas.  Queen  Eliza- 

**  zabeth"  as  Camden  and  others  alfo  obferve,  "  declared,  that  the  ocean  was  free  to  all ; 

forafmuch  as,  neither  nature,  nor  regard  of  public  ufe,  do  permit  the  exclufive  pofleflion 

thereof.     The  like  anfwerfhe  made  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  who  would  needs  fet  up  a 

claim  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas  of  Norway  and  Iceland,  becaufe  he  was  Lord  of  the 

fhores  on  both  fides,  faying,  that  the  Kings  of  England  never  prohibited  the  navigation  and 

*'  fifbing  on  the  Irifh  fea  or  channel,  even  though  they  be  Lords  alfo  of  both  fhores."   Yet  in 

the  cafe  of  the  Rufiia  Company's  fhips,  we  have  feen,  under  the  year  iS^3>  ^^  Queen  partly 

complied  with  the  Danifh  claim. 

(t3»  How  different  this  flile  is  from  that  of  the  writers  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
next  two  fucceflbrs,  and  of  fome  even  of  later  times,  on  this  fubjeft,  will  be  feen  in  its  proper 
place.  Echard,  and  mofl  other  of  our  Englifh  hiftorians,  alfo  give  us  that  great  Queen's  an- 
fwcr  to  the  complaints  of  Mendoza,  the  Spanifh  ambaflador,  in  the  year  1580,  upon  Drake's 
icturn  from  his  navigation  round  the  globe,  viz.  **  That  as  to  Drake's  failing  on  the  Indian 
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1588  **  fcas,  it  was  as  lawful  for  her  fubjcfts  to  do  fo,  as  for  the  Spaniards ;  fincc  the  fca  and  air  arc 
"  common  to  all  men." 

In  this  fame  famous  year  1588,  what  is  called  the  Chcft  at  Chatham  was  firft  crcfted,  being 
a  contribution  for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  maimed  and  fuperannuated  Englifli  mariners,  out 
of  which  penfions  arc  paid  to  fuch  for  their  lives,  by  the  advice  and  influence  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  Sir  John  Hawkins>  &c.  It  was,  at  firft,  only  a  voluntary  monthly  contribution  of  thq 
mariners,  out  of  their  pay,  for  the  fuccour  of  their  then  wounded  brethren ;  but  was  afterwards 
made  perpetual  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  By  an  aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year  1649, 
cap.  xxiv.  For  abolifhing  of  Deans  and  Chapters,  and  Selling  of  their  Lands,  we  find,  that 
this  chcft  had  been  ufually  kept  at  what  is  called  the  Hill-houfe  at  Chatham,  which,  with  its 
gardens,  8cc.  had  belonged  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rocheftcr.  Until  the  noble  founda- 
tion of  Greenwich  Hofpital  by  King  William  III.  this  was  the  only  charity  of  that  kind  for 
diftrefled  failors.  Biftiop  Gibfon,  in  his  Additions  to  Camden's  Britannia,  obfcrvcs,  **  That 
**  the  navy  of  England  has  always  owed  more  to  the  county  of  Kent,  than  to  all  the  other  coun-* 

ties  together  ;  on  account  of  the  number  and  importance  of  the  places  of  that  county,  fub- 

fervient  to  tlic  royal  navy,  which,  bcfide  the  above  named  place,  of  Chatham  yards,  docks, 
**  &c.  has  Greenwich,  Deptford,  Woolwich,  Sheernefs,  and  Dover,  fubfcrvient  to  it." 
**  How  much  tlicfe  dock-yards,  ftore-houfes,  &c.  have  been  increafed  and  improved  fince 
Camden's  time,  and  even  fince  the  firft  edition  of  Bifliop  Gibfon's  Additions,  in  the  year 
1692,  would  require  a  volume  fully  to  defcribe.  And  there  are  additions,  enlargements,  and 
very  ufeful  and  beautiful  improvements  conftantly  making  to  thofe  places,  and  alfo  to  the  two 
famous  ports  of  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth :  fo  that  the  King's  yards  alone  appear  like  large 
towns  of  themfelves.  And  as  a  beginning  is  made  for  the  like  end  at  Milford  Haven,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  authority  will  cfFcftually  compleat  the  fortifications,  docks,  &c.  of  that  incomparable 
haven,  even  in  this  generation. 

Dr.  Gyles  Fletcher  being  in  this  fame  year  fent  Queen  Elizabeth's  ambaffadorto  Ruffia,  ob- 
tained, although  not  without  difficulty,  a  renewal  of  certain  former  grants;  fuch  as  liberty  for 
the  Englifli  Ruflia  Company  to  trade  through  Ruflia  into  Perfia ;  alfo  payment  of  part  of  the 
debts  due  by  Ruflian  fubjcfts  to  that  Company  ;  and  that  no  Englifliman,  rcfiding  in  Ruflia, 
Ihould  be  reputed  of  the  Company,  unlefs  he  be  acknowleged  and  authorifed  by  them.  But 
the  Czar  would  never  be  brought  to  allow  our  faid  Company  its  original  exclufive  trade  to 
this  country  :  for  which,  and  other  caufes,  the  Company's  commerce  was  at  this  time  very 
.  much  decayed. 

An  Englifli  fliip  and  pinnace  from  London,  made  at  this  time,  a  profperous  voyage  to  Be- 
nin, on  the  weft  coaft  of  Africa,  fouthward.  Queen  Elizabeth  alfo,  in  the  fame  year,  grant- 
ed a  patent  for  ten  years  to  come,  to  fome  merchants  of  Exeter,  and  other  towns  in  Devon- 
fliire,  and  two  London  merchants,  for  an  exclufive  trade  to  the  rivers  Senegal  and  Gambia  in 
Guinea:  **  becaufc,"  fays  this  patent,  **  the  adventuring  of  a  new  trade  cannot  be  a  matter 
*'  of  fmall  charge  and  hazard  to  the  adventurers  in  the  beginning. — Provided,  however,  that 
*•  at  any  time  after  the  date  hereof,  the  Queen,  or  fix  Privy  Counfellors,  may  in  writing  re- 
**  voke  this  patent,  upon  fix  months  notice.'*  Here  is  another  inftance  of  little  more  than 
the  name  of  an  exclufive  Company  to  be  depended  on  for  any  certain  determined  time. 
J589  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  juft  refentment  of  the  King  of  Spain^s  fending  his  grand  armada  againft 
her  in  the  preceding  year,  determined,  in  the  year  1589,  to  carry  her  arms  into  that  enemy's 
country  :  and  ftie  at  this  time  took  the  moft  frugal  method  of  doing  it,  by  encouraging  of  pri- 
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1589  vate  adventurers  to  undertake  ity  at  their  own  coft»  but  under  her  authority,  they  railing  men 
both  for  land  and  fca  fervice,  for  annoying  and  defpoiling  the  Spaniards  ;  the  Queen  only  fup- 
plying  them  with  fix  of  her  own  Ihips,  to  which  the  Dutch  joined  fome  of  theirs.     For  this, 
end,  Sir  Francis  Drake  for  the  fca  fervice,  and  Sir  John  Norris  for  the  army,  procured  many 
to  join  with  them  in  fo  promifing  a  proje£ty  and  took  with  them  Don   Antonio,  pretending 
to  the  crown  of  Portugal.     Stowe  makes  the  number  of  Ihips^aiTembled  for  that  end  to  be  one 
hundred  and  forty-fix,  and  fourteen  thoufand  men ;  Camden  fays,  eleven  thoufand  foldiers, 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  failors.     But  Rapin  only  eighty  fhips,  and  eleven  thoufand  fol« 
diers.     With  this  force  they  landed  at  Corunna  in  Gallicia;  and  the  lower  town  they  took, 
but  could  not  poilefs  themfelves  of  the  higher :  they  next  take  Peniche,  and  from  thence  the 
army  proceeds  over  land,  and  the  fleet  goes  to  Liibon,  for  the  attacking  of  Portugal,  in  behalf 
of  the  baflard  Don  Antonio,  Prior  of  Crato,  pretending  to  that  crown,  in  oppofition  to  Phi- 
lip of  Spain,  in  poflcflion  of  it :  yet  there  were  fo  many  Spanifh  troops  in  and  near  that  city> 
that  they  could  not  take  it.     They  then  take  Cafcais,  a  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus. 
"  And  here,  to  recompence  their  charges,"  fays  Camden,  **  they  took  about  fixty  hulks,  or 
**  fly  boats,  of  the  German  Hans-towns,  laden  with  wheat  and  warlike  ftores, 'to  furnifh  a 
"  new  armada  againft  England.     They  kept  the  ladings,  but  difchargcd  the  fhips ;  which 
**  Hanfeatic  fhips,  lefl  they  fhould  be  taken,  had  failed  by  the  Orkneys,  the  weftern  ifles  of 
**  Scotland,  and  the  wefl  fide  of  Ireland,  becaufe  Queen  Elizabeth  had"  (as  we  have  related) 
•*  forewarned  the  Hans-towns,  that  they  fhould  not  carry  any  viftuals  nor  provifion  for  war 
*'  into  Spain  nor  Portugal,  under  pain  of  lofs  of  fhips  and  goods.'*    Yet  although  this  was  a 
legal  capture,  it  neverthelefs  gave  Queen  Elizabeth  much  trouble  for  feveral  years  after,  in 
anfwering  remonftrances,  &c.  from  the  Empire,  and  alfo  from  Poland  and  Dantzick,  they 
being  deeply  concerned  in  this  feizure  ;  and  in  the  end  produced  a  total  breach  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Hans-towns.     At  length,  after  taking  Vigo  by  florm,  they  returned  home  to 
England  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  very  rich  booty,  fays  Camden ; 
though  others  thought  otherwife,  and  that  all  their  atchievements  and  booty  did  not  recom- 
pence the  charge  and  lofs  of  fix  thoufand  of  their  foldiers  and  failors.     This  is,  perhaps,  the 
greateft  privateering  cnterprize,  if  it  may  be  properly  fo  termed,  of  any  in  the  later  ages  of  the 
world. 

In  the  fame  year  1589,  the  brave  and  entcrprifing  Earl  of  Cumberland,  with  feveral  fhips, 
failed  on  a  private  adventure  to  the  Azores  or  Wcflern  Ifles,  where  he  took  many  good  prizes 
from  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  Wefl  Indies,  &c.  feized  and  ranfomed  the  town  of  Fyal,  and 
returned  home  with  a  great  booty,  though  much  diflrefTed  by  florms,  &c.  At  the  Azores, 
Lord  Cumberland  met  with  three  or  four  Scotifh  fhips,  who  fupplied  him  with  wine  and  wa- 
ter ;  and  this  is  the  firft  account  we  have  met  with  of  Scotifh  fhips  making  fo  long  a  voyage  in 
fuch  early  days. 

It  is  fcarcely  worth  recording,  that,  in  tlie  fame  year  1589,  an  abortive  privateering  adven- 
ture was  attempted  from  Plymouth,  with  three  fhips  for  the  South  Seas  of  America ;  one  of 
which  was  of  three  hundred  and  forty,  and  another  of  three  hundred  tons  ;  but  none  of  them 
CQuld  get  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  all  three  were  lofl  in  returning,  with  their 
equipage,  excepting  fix  men,  who  got  home  to  give  this  account. 

In  this  fame  year  1589,  William  Lee,  M.  A.  of  St.  John's  College  in  Cambridge,  invent- 
ed an  engine,  or  fteel  loom,  called  the  Stockmg  Frame,  for  knitting  or  weaving  of  flockings. 
This  was  but  twenty-eight  years  after  we  had  firfl  learned  from  Spain  the  method  of  knitting 
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1589  them  by  wires  or  needles.  Mr.  Lee's  inveution  has  proved  of  great  benefit  to  t!ie  ftocking- 
manufaflure,  by  enabling  England,  in  after  times,  to  export  vaft  quantities  of  filk  llockings 
to  Italy,  &c.  where  it  feems,  (by  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  excellent  Difcourfes  on  Trade,  firft  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  year  1670)  they  had  not  then  got  the  ufe  of  the  ftocking-frame,  though  little  Ihort 
of  one  hundred  years  after  its  invention.  Yet  Dr.  Howell,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  World, 
vol.  ii.  p.  222,  makes  this  invention  eleven  years  later,  in  the  year  i6oo  ;  and  adds,  that  Mr. 
Lee  not  only  taught  this  art  in  England  and  in  France,  but  his  fervants  did  the  fame  in  Spain, 
Venice,  and  in  Ireland. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  brought  the  filk  manufacture  of  that 
kingdom  to  confiderable  improvement.  Before  this  time,  the  filk-worm  and  mulberry- trees 
had  been  propagated  in  the  more  fouthern  provinces  of  France,  viz.  in  the'  Lyonnois,  Dau- 
phine,  Provence,  and  Languedoc  ;  but  that  King  not  only  carried  it  ag  far  north  as  Orleans, 
but  brought  filk  to  be  an  univerfal  manufafture  in  France. 

The  manufacture  of  clotli,  both  woollen  and  linen,  in  France,  was  likcwife  much  propagat- 
ed in  that  King's  reign,  as  alfo-marly  other  mechanical  works  :  **  fo  that  the  French,"  fays 
De  Witt's  Intercft  of  Holland,  '•  could  now  fupply  others  with  more  manufactures  than  fo- 
•*  rcigners  could  take  off;  whereas,  formerly,,  the  b'ulk  of  the  people  of  France  fubfifted  by 
**  tillage  and  vine-dreffing." 

Mczerai  fays,  that  the  faid  King  Henry.  IV.  attempted  to  breed  filk-worms  at  the  Thuille- 
rics  in  Paris,  at  Fontainbleau,  and  at  the  Caftle  of  Madrid,  near  Paris,  and  caufed  great  num- 
bers of  white  mulberry-trees  to  be  planted  in  all  tlie  adjacent  parifhes  ;  but  the  attempt  was  not 
crowned  with  fuccefs. 

1590  In  or  about  the  year  1590, .  was  the  invention  of  the  Telefcope  or  Spying  Glafs  difcovered, 
being  juftly  efteemed  one  of  tlie  moft  ufeful  and  excellent  difcovcries  of  modern  times,  though 
it  was,  it  feems,  produced  by  mere  chance.  The  common  account  is,  that  two  children  of 
one  Janflcn,  a  fpeClacle-maker  of  Middleburg  in  Zealand,  being  at  play  in  their  father's  fliop, 
and  looking  through  two  pieces  of  glafs  between  their  fingers,  which  were  at  fomc  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  each  other,  the  weathercock  of  the  church  fteeple  appeared  to  them  unufualiy  large, 
and  much  nearer.  Of  this  they  inftantly  told  their  father,  who,  furprifed  alfo  at  firft,.made 
tlie  experiment  of  fixing  two  fuch  pieces  of  glafs  in  brazen  circles  or  cylinders,  fo  as  they 
might  be  placed  nearer  or  farther  at  pleafure.  Janffen  very  foon  improved  this  difcovcry  fo 
much,  that  he  prefented  a  telefcope  twelve  inches  long  to  Prince  Maurice,  and  another  to  the 
i\rchduke  Albert.  Mr.  Wotton,  in  his  Reflections  upon  Ancient  and  M©dccn  Learning,  re- 
lates, •*  That  Prince  Maurice,  conjeCturing  that  they  might  be  of  great  uh  in  war,  defired 
**  him  to  conceal  his  fecret :  and  for  that  reafon  his  name  was  fo  little  known,  that  neither 
*'  Des  Cartes  nor  Gerhard  Voflius  liad  ever  heard  any  thing  of  him,  when  they  attributed 
*•  this  invention  to  one  Jacobus  Metius  of  Alcmaer."  None  of  thofe  firft. telefcopcs,  how- 
ever, were  above  eighteen  inches  long;  neither  were  they  properly  framed  for  making  of 
aftronomical  obfervations,  until  Galileo,  Aftronomer  to  the  Grand  i.uke  of  Tufcany,  hear- 
ing of  this  difcovery  for  bringing  objeCts  nearer,  made  fuch  great  improvements  therein,  as 
to  have  gamed  him,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  the  honour  of  the  invention  itfelf,  by  giving  to 
the  telefcope  the  appellation  of  Galileo's  Tube.  Some,  indeed,  make  this  noble  invention 
to  have  happened  eleven  years  later,  and  that  J.  Baptifta  Porta,  a  noble  Neapolitan,  was  the 
firft  inventor ;  but  the  general  belief  is  as  above,  Qur  incomparable  Sir  Ifaac  Newt®n  was 
tht  inventor  of  the  Reflecting  Telefcope,  confiftiug  of  fpecula,  or  mirrors,  inftcad  of  lenfes, 
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1590  which  has  been  iincc  much  impiovcd,  and  is  much  more  exaft  and  ufeful  than  refraflin^ 
ones.  The  Microfcope,  which  magnifies  the  fmalleft  obje£ts,  fo  as  to  be  diftinflly  viewed, 
was  difcovered  in  the  year  1621,  and  it  is  faid  this  happened  both  in  Naples  and  Holland  at  the 
fame  time.  Mczerai  makes  this  invention  eighteen  years  later;  yet  he  adds,  that  even  the  an- 
cients muft  have  known  the  ufe  of  them,  if  what  Rogor  Bacpn  fays  be  true,  viz.  •*  That  Ju- 
lius Caefar  Ix^ing  on  the  Belgic  (hore,  oppofite  to  Great  Britain,  did,  with  certain  great 
burning-glaflcs,  difcovcr  the  pofture  and  difpofition  of  the  Britons  army,  and  all  the  coaft 
country :" — which  information  is  left  to  the  faith  of  fuch  as  chufe  to  believe  it. 
By  the  telefcope,  ailronomy  is  brought  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection,  as  it  was  impofliblc 
for  the  ancients  to  arrive  at,  being  without  it.  Navigation,  and  confequently  commerce,  has 
alfo  received  very  great  afliftance  from  a  more  perfeft  difcovery  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ;  and  the 
mifcrofcope  has  whole  volumes  publifhed  of  its  wondrous  and  amazing  difcoveries. 

We  have  the  beft  authority  for  fixing  the  date  of  the  firft  manufaduring  of  Sail  Cloth  in 
England  to  this  year  1590,  being  the  preamble  to  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  firft  year  of  King 
James  I.  cap.  xxiii.  reciting,  that  **  whereas  the  cloths  called  mildernix,  and  powl-davies, 
whereof  fails  and  other  furniture  for  the  ihipping  and  navy  are  made,  were  heretofore  alto- 
gether brought  out  of  France  and  other  parts  beyond  fea,  and  the  ikill  and  art  of  making 
and  weaving  of  the  faid  cloths  never  known  or  ufed  in  England  until  about  the  thirty-fe- 
cond  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth,'*  that  is,  in  the  year  1590,  **  about  which 
time,  and  not  before,  the  perfeft  art  or  Ikill  of  making  and  weaving  the  faid  cloths  was  at- 
tained to,  and  fince  praftifed  and  continued  in  this  realm,  to  tlie  great  benefit  and  commo- 
dity thereof,  &c." 

As  we  ilill  excel  all  the  nations  upon  earth,  both  in  naval  power  and  maritime  commerce, 
every  thing  relative  to  either  fhould»  as  far  as  is  prafticable,  come  to  us  at  the  firft  hand.  Yet, 
tliough  it  may  feem  fomewhat  ftrange  that  a  nation,  in  thofe  days  very  far  from  being  eminent 
in  fhipping,  Ihould  fo  long  have  fupplled  us  with  this  great  article,  it  ought  to  be  confidered, 
that  they  were,  at  that  time,  and  long  before  we  engaged  in  it,  eminent  for  the  manufafture 
of  many  kinds  of  excellent  cloths,  made  both  of  flax  and  hemp ;  and  tlrat  perfeftion,  in  alnioft 
every  art,  is  not  to  be  attained  but  by  very  flow  degrees. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p»  54,  we  have  a  letter,  ih  French,  from  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  "  loudly  complaining  of  the  great 
''  and  exceflivc  damages  done  to  their  merchants  and  people  by  her  fliips  of  war,  as  well  in 
**  her  ports  as  on  the  feas,  in  the  return  homewards  from  the  weftern  parts,"  /.  e.  Spain  and 
Portugal,  **  amounting,  as  by  vouchers,  to  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  florins."  They 
fubjoin,  *•  That  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces  do  not  depend  either  on  the  intrinfic 
riches  or  extent  of  their  country,  both  being  very  inconfiderable ;  but  their  whole  depend- 
ence is  on  their  navigation  and  traflic,  which  muft  be  inviolably  fupported,  otherwife  their 
**  merchants  will  withdraw  into  other  countries,  and  the  States  will  be  rendered  utterly  inca- 
**  pable  of  carrying  on  the  prefent  war  againft  the  King  of  Spain.— That,  at  this  very 
**  time,  their  fliips,  failing  towards  the  Weft,  and  to  France,  and  returning,  are  daily 
**  more  and  more  pillaged  and  robbed  by  the  Queen's  fubjefts,  who  are  fo  cruel  as  to 
*•  oblige  the  Hollanders,  whom  they  rob,  to.  give  it  to  them  under  their  hands,  that  the 
**  goods  they  are  robbed  of  arc  fairly  bought  of  them  by  the  Englifti. — And  in  fine,  that  their 
••*  people  can  no  longer  endure  fuch  cruel  ufage,  which  will,  in  the  end,  redound  to  the  dif- 
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1590  advantage  of  her,"   (the  Queen's)  **  dominions.     Wherefore  they  urge  her  to  a  fpcedy  and 
**  efFeftual  redrefs,  &c.*' 

To  thefe  complaints,  the  Queen's  council  reply,  in  fubftance,  (ibid,  p.  61)  the  fame  year, 
*'  That  fuch  as  have  really  fuffered  damage  on  the  above  account,  have  cither  already  had 
**  fatisfaAion,  ©r  will  have  it,  upon  proper  application.  And  that  the  Queen  will  fpeedily 
*^  fend  over  to  Holland  a  perfon  of  diftinftion,  in  order  to  fettle  with  the  States  all  the  mat- 
**  ters  complained  of." 

Thefe  robberies,  as  the  States  term  them,  were  occafioned  by  the  Hollanders  trading  to  the 
Spaiiifh  territories,  (here  cautioufly  hidden  under  the  words  Weftcrn  Parts')  notwithftanding 
that  the  States,  as  well  as  the  C^een  were  at  war  with  Spain.  A  praftice  which  the  Dutch 
have,  at  all  times,  not  only  ufed,  but  pleaded  for,  even  in  their  ofFenfive  alliances  with  Great 
Britain,  and -much  more  when  in  a  flate  of  neutrality  ;  of  which  we  have  no  need  to  produce 
inflances,  becaufe  they  are  innumerable,  and  many  of  them  very  recent  ones. 

In  the  fame  year  1590,  a  fecond  voyage  was  made  from  London,  with  the  fame  fliip  and 
pinnace  as  in  the  year  1588,  to  Benin  in  Africa,  which  was  alfo  profperous.  In  both  voyages, 
their  cargoes  outward  were  linen  and  woollen  cloths,  iron  manu failures,  bracelets  of  copper, 
glafs  b«ads,  coral,  hawks  bells,  horfes  tails,  hats,  &c.  and  they  brought  home  Guinea  pepper, 
elephants  teeth,  oil  of  palm,  cotton  cloth,  and  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of  trees. 

In  Giovanni  Botero's  fecond  book  of  the  Caufes  of  the  Magnificence  and  Greatnefs  of  Ci- 
ties, chap.  viii.  4ie  tells  us,  '*  That  excellent  fugars  were  produced  in  the  ifland  of  Madeira," 
where  at  prefent,  in  our  days,  we  hear  of  none  at  all. 

The  fame  year  1590  is  memorable  for  the  gallant  behaviour  often  Englifh  merchant  fhips, 
returning  home  from  Conftantinople,  Venice,  &c.  who,  in  the  Streight  of  Gibraltar,  fought 
twelve  Spanifli  gallies,  each  of  which  was  manned  with  three  hundred  men,  and  after  fix  hours 
made  them  fly,  without  lofing  a  man,  although  tlie  Spaniih  gallies  loft  many  men,  and  were 
greatly  hurt. 

The  province  of  Samoieda,  the  moft  northerly  part  of  the  Ruflian  territories,  was  now  firft 
brought  under  the  Ruffian  monarchy,  it  having  been  before  unknown  to  Ruffia,  as  lying  in  a 
extremely  cold  climate,  over  againft  Nova  Zembla.  Thofe  new  tributaries  are  now  faid  to  have 
agreed  to  pay  two  fable  Ikins  yearly  per  head  to  the  Czar,  by  which  regulation  the  trade  to 
Ruffia  became  greatly  increafed. 

The  country  of  Siberia,  lying  fouth  of  Samoieda,  had  been  difcovered  and  reduced  a  little . 
before  this  time,  and  has  fince  been  greatly  improved,  and  thereby  has  confiderably  increafed 
the  revenue  of  Ruffia,  not  only  from  their  fine  furs  of  many  kinds,  but  from  their  excellent 
iron  works,  as  alfo  from  their  fturgeon,  falmon,  &c.  in  great  quantities,  to  the  confiderable 
increafe  of  the  commerce  of  Ruffia. 

Strype,  Stowe,  and  later  authors  relate,  that  in  this  year,  by  reafon  of  a  combination  at 
Newcaftlc  upon  Tyne,  coals  were  raifcd  in  London  to  theexceffive  price  of  nine  ihillings  per 
chaldron,  whereas  the  ufual  price,  for  feveral  preceding  years,  was  but  four  fhillings. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  at  this  time,  prudently  and  carefully  examining  her  income,  that  fo  flie 
might  be  the  more  able  to  determine  the  quantity  of  her  outgoings, — found  her  cuftoms  had 
been  long  farmed  at  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  yearly,  which  fhe  foon  raifed  to  forty-two  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  at  length  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  farmed  them  ftill  to  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  who  had  fo  long  had  them  at  fourteen  thoufand  pounds. 
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1590  Till  about  this  time,  fays  Sir  Philip  Medow^,  in  his  excellent  Obfervations  concerning  tlie 
Dominion  and  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas,  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Sully,  **  The  na- 
*'  val  ftrength  of  the  crown  of  France  was  about  half  a  dozen  fhips  of  war,  fuch  as  they  were, 
*'  at  Brcft  and  Rochelle,  and  about  a  fcorc  of  gallics  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  this  King," 
continues  he,  "  drefled  a  new  plan  of  the  French  monarchy ;  and  though  his  great  defigns 
**  were  interrupted  by  an  immature  death,  and  alfo  by  a  fucceeding  minority,  yet  the  great 
*•  Cardinal  Richlieu  refumed  it  again.  He  firft  taught  France  that  the  F/eur  deLis  could  grow 
**  at  fea  as  well  as  on  land,  and  adorned  the  fterns  of  his  new  built  fliips  with  this  prophetic 
**  infcription, 

**  Florent  quoque  Lilia  Ponto.^* 

Of  which  motto  fee  more  under  the  year  1637. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  knowing  the  goods  effefts  of  a  potent  navy,  made,  in  this  year  1590, 
certain  prudent  regulations  concerning  it.  Mr.  Burchet,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  relates,  **  that 
**  fhc  afligned  eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  yearly  for  the  repairs  of  her 
**  fleet."  To  obferve  how  mean  fuch  a  fum  would  be  thought  at  prefent,  for  fueli  a  purpofe, 
is  wholly  unneceflary ;  her  own  fhips,  as  we  have  feen,  were  but  few,  and  money,  in  thofe 
days,  went  much  further  for  all  things  than  in  the  prefent  times. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  number,  wealth,  and  fplendour  of  large  and  populous  cities 
are,  in  general,  the  beft  fymptoms  of  the  ftate  of  commerce  every  where ;  neverthelcfs,  in 
great  arbitrary  monarchies,  as  in  France,  Ruffia,  Turkey,  Perfia,  &c.  the  cities,  which  are 
the  ufual  relidence  of  their  monarchs,  and  of  their  courts,  nobles,  guards,  &c.  may  be  large 
and  fplcndid,  without  an  adequate  commercial  profperity  in  the  refpeftive  countries.  Gio- 
vanni Botero,  an  eminent  Italian  author,  who,  in  or  about  the  year  1590,  wrote  an  excellent 
fmall  treatife,  intitled,  Of  the  Caufes  of  the  Magnificence  and  Greatnefs  of  Cities,  fand  to 
whom  Morreri  gives  the  charafter  of  being  a  judicious  author)  affigns  the  feveral  caufes  or 
means  of  making  cities  great  and  magnificent ;  fuch  as,  •'  the  commodious  fituation,— good 
"  foil  and  roads, — deep  and  fafc  havens  and  rivers, — colonies, — good  government, — fchools, 

«  privileges, — induftry,  kc.     All  which,  though  neceflTarily  conducive  to  make  a  great  and 

**  rich  city,  will  never  attain  the  end  without  commerce  and  manufaftures,  and  foreign  or 
**  maritime  trade  where  it  can  be  had. — Among  the  kingdoms  of  Chriftendom,"  fays  our  au- 
thor, **  the  greateft,  richeft,  aiid  mod  populous,  is  France,  containing  twenty-feven  thou- 
**  fand  parifhes,  and  fifteen  millions  of  people;  fo  fertile  by  nature,  and  fo  rich  through  the 
**  induftrvofher  people,  as  not  to  envy  any  other  country  :  and,  by  means  of  the  refidence 
*•  of  the  Kings  of  fo  mighty  a  kingdom  fo  long  at  Paris,  that  city  is  become  the  greateft 
«*  in  Chriftendom,  containing  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  people."  What  he  adds 
is  remarkable,  though  furely  not  llriftly  true  even  then,  and  much  lefs  fo  in  our  days,  at  leaft 
with  relation  to  England. 

^  '*  The  kingdoms  of  England,  f^aples,  Portugal,  and  Bohemia,  as  alfo  the  earldom  of 
*«  Flanders,  and  the  dukedom  of  Milan,  arc  ftatea,  in  a  manner,  of  equal  greatnefs  and  power 
««  fo  that  the  cities  wherein  the  Princes  of  thofe  fame  kingdoms  have,  for  any  long  time,  made 
*•  their  refidence,  have  been,  in  a  manor,  alfo  alike,  as  London,  Naples,  Lilbon,  Prague, 
**  Milan,  and  Ghent;  which  have  each  of  them,  more  or  lefs,  one  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
««  fand  inhabitants."     (The  reader  is  to  take  notice,  that  this  work  now  quoted,  is  only  an 
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1590  Englifh  tranflation,  printed  in  the  year  1606,  from  the  Italian  original.)  "  But,*'  conti- 
nues Botero,  "  Lifbon  is,  indeed,  fomewhat  larger  than  tlie  reft,  by  means  of  the  commerce 
*•  of  Etbiop,  (/.  e.  Africa)  India,  and  Brafil ;  as  is  likcwife  London,  by  means  of  the  wars 
*•  and  troubles  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  and  Naples  is,  within  thefe  thirty  years,  grown  as 
*•  great  again  as  it  was.  In  Spain  there  is  not  a  city  of  any  fuch  greatnefs  ;  partly,  becaufe  it 
**  has  been,  till  of  late,  divided  into  divers  little  kingdoms,  and  partly  through  want  of  navi- 
**  gable  rivers,  to  bring  fo  great  a  quantity  of  food,  &c.  into  one  place,  for  maintaining  an 
**  extraordinary  number  of  people.  The  cities  in  Spain  of  moft  magnificence,  are  thofc 
**  where  the  ancient  Kings  and  Princes  held  their  feats  ;  as  Barcelona,  Saragofla,  Valentia, 
**  Cordova,  Toledo,  Burgos,  Leon,  &c.  being  fuch  as  pafs  not  the  fecond  rank  of  the  cities 
of  Italy.  Yet  he  allows  Granada,  where  the  Moorilh  Kings  fo  long  reigned,  and  Seville, 
through  the  difcovery  of  America,  to  be  greater  than  thofe  other  cities  ;  and  alfo  Valado- 
lid,  by  means  of  the  former  long  refidencc  of  the  Kings  of  Spain,  though  no  city,  may 
con>pare  with  its  nobleft  cities  ;  and  alfo  Madrid  is  much  increalid,  and  continually  increa- 
fing,  by  the  court  which  King  Philip  keeps  there.  In  Poland,  Cracow  and  Vilna,  through 
*^*  the  former  long  refidence  of  their  Kings,  and  the  latter  of  the  Great  Dukes  of  Lithuania, 
**  are  the  two  moft  populous  cities  in  that  country.  In  Ruflia,  Wolodimer,  Great  Novo- 
**  grod,  and  Mofcow,  are  the  moft  eminent  cities,  as  having  been  all  three  the  feats  af  their 
**  Great  Dukes  ;  though,  at  this  day,  Mofcow,  their  prefent  refidence,  is  fo  great  and  popu- 
"  lous,  as  to  be  reckoned  one  of  the  four  cities  of  the  firft  rank  in  Europe,  which  are  Mof- 
**  cow,  Conftantinople,  Paris,  and  Lifbon.  In  Sicily,  Palermo  is  the  chief,  being  equal  to 
*•  cities  of  the  fecond  rank  in  Italy."  (Cities  of  the  fecond  rank  in  Italy,  he  clfewherc  hints, 
to  confift  of  fuch  as  have  under  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.)  "  Rome,"  continues  our 
-**■  author,  **  whofe  majefly  exceedeth  all  the  world,  would  (he  not  be  more  like  a  defart  than 
**  a  city,  if  the  Pope  held  not  his  refidence  therein,  with  the  greatnefs  of  his  court,  the  con- 
**  courfe  of  ambafladors,  prelates,  and  princes,  with  an  infinite  number  of  people  ferving  both 
^'  him  and  them  ;  if,  with  magnificent  buildings,  conduits,  fountains,  and  ftreets,  it  were  not 
*'  glorioufly  adorned  ;  and  if  with  all  thefe  means,  flie  did  not  draw  and  entertain  fuch  a  num- 
*•  ber  of  merchants,  tradefmen,  fhoj/keepers,  artificers,  and  labourers?'' — Book  ii.  cap.  i. 

In  cap.  2.  of  book  ii.  he  enquires,  '•  What  the  reafon  is,  that  cities,  once  grown  to  a  ccr- 
**  tain  greatnefs,  increafe  not  onward  according  to  that  proportion  ?"     After  remarking  on  the 
^*  increafe  and  decreafe  of  old  Rome,  he  fubjoins,  **  And  in  like  manner,  fince  it  is  four  hund- 
*'  red  years,"  that  is,  from  the  time  he  wrote,  "  fince  Milan  and  Venice  had  as  many  people 
*'  as  they  have  at  this  day,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  multiplication  goes  not  on  accord- 
**  ingly  ?  Some  anfwer,  that  plagues,  wars,  dearths,  &c.  arc  the  caufes  ;  but  this  gives  no  fa- 
**  tisfa£tion,  becaufe  thefe  have  always  been.     Others  give  a  more  trifling  anfwer,  via.   God 
**  governs  the  world  ;  which  we  know  was  alfo  always  fo. — My  anfwer  may  not  only  fcrve  for 
**  cities,  but  alfo  for  the  univerfal  theatre  of  the  world  :  I  fay  then,  that  the  augmentation  of 
**  cities  proceeds  partly  out  of  the  virtue  generative  of  men,  and  partly  out  of  the  virtue  nutri- 
tive of  cities. — Now,  forafmuch  as  men  are,  at  this  day,  as  apt  for  generation  as  they  were 
in  the  times  of  David  or  Mofes,  if  there  were  no  other  impediment,  the  propagatio;!  of 
**  mankind  would  increafe  without  end,  and  the  augmentation  of  cities  would  be  without 
"  term  ;  and  if  they  do  not  increafe  in  infinitum^  I  muft  needs  fay,  it  proqeeds  from  the  defeft 
*'  of  nutriment  and  fuftenance  fufficient  for  it,  which  are  gotten  either  out  of  their  own  terri- 
tories, or  clfe  from  foreign  countries :  now,  to  have  a  city  great  and  populous,  it  is-neccf- 
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1590  "  fary  thht  viftuals  may  eafily  be  brought  from  afar  into  it,  and  that  fuch  acity  have  the  mean? 
for  that  end,  by  overcoming  all  obftacles.  Now,  that  greatncfs  which  depends  on  remote 
caufeSy  or  hard  means,  cannot  long  endure,  and  every  man  will  feek  his  advantage  and  eafe 
where  he  may  find  it  beft ;  great  cities  are  more  fubjeft  to  dearths  than  are  fraail  ones,  and 
plagues  af9i£t  them  more  grievoufly  and  frequently,  and  with  a  greater  lofs  of  people :  fo 
that;ilthough  men  were  as  apt  to  generation  in  the  height  of  old  Roman  greatnefs,  as  in  the 
firft  beginning  thereof,  yet,  for  all  that,  the  people  increafed  not  proportionably,  becaufe 
the  virtue  nutritive  of  that  city  had  no  power  to  go  further;  and,  in  fuccefiion  of  time,  the 
inhabitants  finding  much  want,  and  Icfs  means  to  fupply  the  fame,  either  foreborc  to  marry, 
or  elfe  fled  their  country  :  and,  for  the  fame  reafons,  mankind,  grown  to  a  certain  complete 

"  number,  hath  grown  no  further.  And  it  is  three  thoufand  years,  or  more,  that  the  earth 
**  was  as  full  of  people  as  at  prefent ;  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the"  plenty  of  viftuals,  do 
**  not  fuffice  to  feed  a  greater  number.  Man  firft  propagated  in  the  eaft,  and  thence  fpread 
*'  far  and  near;  and  having  peopled  the  continent,  they  next  peopled  the  iflands  ;  thence  they 

pafled  into  Europe,  and  laft  of  all  to  the  new  world.     The  barrcnnefs  of  foils,  fcarcity  of 

necefiaries,  inundations,  earthquakes,  peftilences,  famines,  wars,  &c.  have  occafioned  num- 
"  berlefs  migrations  ;  and  even  the  very  driving  out  by  force  of  the  younger  people,  and,  in 
**  many  countries,  the  felling  of  them  for  flaves,  in  order  to  make  room  for  fuch  as  remained; 
**^  ail  which  are  the  let  and  ftay,  that  the  number  of  men  cannot  increafe  and  grow  immodi^r 
•*  rately." 

At  this  time,  according  to  the  fame  Botero,  the  city  of  Paris  far  exceeded,  in  number  of 
people,  and  in  abundance  of  all  things,  all  other  cities  of  Chriftendom,  Mofcow  excepted ; 
and  Lifbon  was  the  next  grcatcft  city  of  Chriftendom  :  yet  we,  of  the  prefent  age,  fee  London 
exceed  all  of  them,  without  exception. 

The  fame  Botero,  ftill  fpeaking  of  the  caufes  of  the  greatnefs  of  cities,  obferves,  "  That  it 
•*  is  not  one  particular  advantage  alone  that  will  efFe£k  fuch  greatnefs,  but  many  concurring 
**  advantages,  already  mentioned  ;  alfo  ornaments,  like  thofe  truly  noble  ones  of  Rome,  Ve- 
**  nice,  &c.  eafinefs  of  accefs,  and  of  carriage,  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  neighbouring  fo*l.  Thus 
**  Piedmont  hath  plenty  of  com,  cattle,  wines,  arfd  excellent  fruits,  and  yet  hath  not  one 
•*  great  city  :  and  the  like  in  England,  London  excepted ;  for  although  that  country,"  that 
is,  En^and,  **  does  abound  in  plenty  of  all  good  things,  yet  there  is  not  another  city 
**  in  it  that  defervcs  to  be  called  great :  as  may  alfo  be  faid  of  France,  Paris  excepted  ;  which 
**  city,  however,  is  not  fituated  in  the  fruitfulleft  part  of  that  great  kingdom." 
"  This  author  gives  us  the  earlieft  account  we  have  any  .where  met  with  of  two  famous  pro- 
duftions  of  China,  viz.  ^ea  and' porcelain  ;  the  firft,  indeed^  not  by  any  particular  name,  but 
only  in  the  words  following :  "  They,"  that  is,  the  Cliinefe,  "  have  alfo  an  herb,  aut  of  which 
**  they  prefs  a  delicate  juice,  which  ferves  them-  for  drink  inftead  of  wine;  it  alfo  preferves 
«*  their  health,  and  frees  them  from  ail  thofe  evils  that  the  immoderate  ufe  of  wine  doth  breed 
**  unto  us."  By  the  ufe  which  the  modern  Chinefe  make  of  tea,  who  are  a  fober  people,  the 
herb  thus  defcribed  can  be  nothing  elfe  :  and  in  the- next  paragraph,  defcribing  the  many  other 
rich  produAions  of  China,  he  fubjoiiis,  "  And  the  porcelain  earth  is  knowrf  no  where  but 
«*  there." 

1591  In  this  year,  1591,  Thuanus,  lib.  lOO.  relates,    **  Tliat  tliere  was  held  at  Lubeck  a  general 
'*  afiembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  Hans-towns,  at  which  thofe  of  Roftock,  Dantzick,  Bremen^ 

and  Hamburg  were  prefent ;  where  they  treated  of  their  rights,  immunities,  6cc.  which  they 

t  "  alleged 
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1591  ^*  alleged  the  Qneen  of  England  daily  endeavoured  to  impair  ;  whereupon  they  fent  letters  to 
"  her  Majefty,  written  with  too  much  heat.  The  Queen,  in  a  contemptuous  manner,  an- 
**  fwcred  thofe, letters,  tellingthem,  that  although  they  had  written  to  her  with  fo  little  rc- 
*•  fpeft,  fhe  imputed  that  rather  to  their  amaiiuenfis,  or  fccrctary,  than  to  thcinfclves  ;  at  the 
*^  fame  time  letting  them  know  how  much  Ihc  dcfpifcd  their  menaces." 

Some  members  of  the  Englifli  Turkey,  or  Levant  Company,  having,  about  the  year  1584, 
carried  part  of  their  cloth,  tin,  &c.  from  Aleppo  to  Bagdat,  and  from  thence  dowa  the  river 
Tigris  to  Ormus,  in  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  fo  on  as  far  as  Goa,  for  an  attempt  to  fettle  a  trade 
totheEaft  Indies  over-land  ;  for  that  end,  they  carried  their  Queen's  recommendatory  letters  to 
tlic  King  of  Cambaya,  and  to  the  Emperor  of  China.  They  found  the  Venetians  had  fafto- 
ries  at  all  thofe  places,  and  were  therefore  great  enemies  to  this  attempt  of  the  Englifh  ;  who, 
liov/ever,  foon  after  travelled  to  feveral  other  places  in  India,  and  to  Agra,  the  Great  Mogul's 
capital;  alfo  to  Labor,  to  Bengal,  to  Pegu,  Malacca,  he.  and  returned  by  fea  to  Ormus,  and 
fo  up  the  Tigris  to  Bagdat,  Bir,  and  Aleppo,  and  laftly  to  Tripoli  in  Syria;  and  they  failed 
from  thence  in  an  Englilh  (hip  to  London,  in  the  year  1591,  having  made  very  ufcful  remarks 
and  difcoveries  on  the  nature  of  Eaft  India  commerce,  preparatory  to  their  intended  voyage 
by  fea  to  India,  now  aftuaUy  going  out. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  96,  of  the  Fcedera,  is  the  firft  inftance  to  be  found  in  that  col- 
leftion,  of  an  exclufive  patent  for  the  folc  printing  and  pubhlhing  of  a  book:  it  is  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's to  Richard  Wright  of  Oxford,  to  publifli  a  tranflation  of  Cornelius  Tacitus  into 
Englilh,  and  that  none  other  do  prefume  to  print  the  fame  during  his  life,  nor  to  import  any 
Englifh  tranflation  of  it- from  beyond  fea. 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume,  p.  105,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Den- 
mark's anfwcr  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  complaints  of  exaftions  from  her  merchants,  relating  t9 
the  toll  in  the  Sound,  •'  wherein  Chriftian  vindicates  his  coUeftors  from  any  injaftice  therein, 
**  and  alfo,  in  his  turn,  warmly  complains  of  certain  Englifli  piratical  fliips,  who  daily  robbed 
**  his  fubjefts  fliips  and  merchandize;  which  violences,"  fays  he,  **  are  fo  heinous  and  into- 
*'  lerable,  that  he  could  neither  conceal  nor  endure  them  longer.  He  therefore  hopes  flie  will 
•*  forthwith  redrefs  them,  and  thereby  prevent  his  doing  it  himfelf,  tiiough  unwillingly,  &c/' 
This  was  probably  the  feizures  made  by  the  Englifli  on  the  Daiiifli  Ihips  carrying  naval 
ftorcs,  &c.  to  Spain. 

In  p.  106  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  a  letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth  from  the  Eleftor  Pala- 
tine, in  anfwer  to  that  which  her  Majefty  had  written  to  him,  exprefling  his  forrow,  that  the 
Archbifliop  of  Bremen,  by  command  of  the  Emperor  Rodolphus,  had  abfolutely  prohibited  the 
fenate  and  people  of  Staden  from  any  commerce  with  the  Englifli  Merchant-adventurers,  or 
from  fufFering  them  to  refide  there,  even  although,  four  years  before,  the  fenate  had  made  a 
contrad  with  the  Englifli  company  for  their  refidence  there.     He  tcJls  the  Queen,  •*  that  this 

prohibition  was  violently  obtained' by  means  of  tlic  Spanifli  ambafladors,  and  of  certain  fac- 
•*  tious  Hanfeatics,  who  are  only  grieved  they  do  not  enjoy  the  advantages  which  the  faid 

contraft  procured  for  Staden."  He  promifes  his  good  offices  for  procuring  redrefs  :  and, 
in  the  fame  volume,  p.  iii.  wc  have  alike  promife  from  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony  to  the  Queen 
on  the  fame  fubjeft.  ' 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  135,  the  Hans-towns  endeavoured  to  force  the  town  of  Elbing  in 
Pruflla,  to  difcountenancc  our  Englifli  Merchant-adventurers,  by  forbidding  their  refort  thi- 
ther; but  tbeJEUbingers  underflood  their  own  intereft  too  well^  to  part  with  fo  advantageous  a 
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1591  branch  of  commerce.  They  therefore  wrote  a  refpeSful  letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  acquaint- 
ing her  with  the  difpleafurc  of  the  other  Hanfeatics,  both  againft  them  and  Staden  on  this  ac- 
count. They  alfo  tell  her,  that  the  Hanfeatics  had  lately  held  a  general  diet  at  Lubeck,  but 
that  their  rcfolutions  were  kept  very  fecret;  but  they  (the  Elbingcrs)  are  refolved  to  leave  the 
matter  to  be  confidcred  by  the  King  and  Diet  of  Poland ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  under  her 
Majefty's  proteftion  and  authority,  they  will  go  on,  as  their  inclinations  lead  them,  in  favour 
of  her  merchants.  And,  ibid.  p.  154,  King  Sigifmund  of  Poland  writes  a  rcfpeftful  letter  to 
the  Queen,  declaring  his  approbation  of  the  Englifli  Merchant- adventurers  refiding  at  Elbing, 
or  any  where  clfe  in  Poland. 

At  length,  the  firft  voyage  from  England  to  the  Eaft  Indies  was  undertaken  in  this  fame  year 
1591,  with  three  ftiips ;  but  it  was  rather  a  privateering  adventure  againft  the  Portuguefe,  than 
a  proper  mercantile  voyage ;  for  they  took  feveral  (hips  belonging  to  that  nation.  In  their  way 
to  India,  they  had  loft  fo  many  men  by  ficknefs  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  the  adven- 
turerers  were  obliged  to  fend  one  of  their  fhips  home,  and  proceeded  with  only  two  to  India: 
moreover,  in  a  ftorm  beyond  that  Cape,  they  loft  company  of  Captain  Raymond,  in  the  prin- 
cipal (hip,  which  was  never  heard  of  more.  So  that  only  Captain  Lancafter's  (hip  arrived  in 
India,  which  alfo  met  with  many  grievous  misfortunes ;  and  on  her  return,  failing  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  whilft  that  captain  and  moft  of  his  men  went  on  (hore  to  look  for  provilions  on 
an  uninhabited  ifland,  fix  of  his  failors  ran  away  with  the  (liip,  and,  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
this  unfortunate  captain  was  brought  home,  feveral  of  his  men  having  peri(hed  for  want  at 
that  place. 

In  this  fame  year  1591,  the  Portuguefe,  who  had  fettled  at  Angola,  were  routed  in  a  battle 
with  the  natives,  and  therefore  applied  to  the  King  of  Spain  for  fre(h  afliftance,  to  enable  then* 
to  complete  their  conqueft. 

Several  gallant  achievements  of  the  Engli(h  happened  in  the  year  1591  againft  the  (hipping, 
towns,  &c.  of  Spain  in  America,  and  elfewhere,  as  fully  related,  long  fince,  by  many  others; 
but,  beyond  all,  was  that  unparalleled  refiftance  made  by  the  gallant  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  in 
the  Queen's  (hip,  the  Revenge,  in  which  he  fuftained  a  cruel  engagement  for  fifteen  hours, 
againft  fifteen  great  Spani(h  galleons,  at  the  Azores,  till  his  (hip  had  neither  men  nor  ammu« 
nition  for  defence  any  longer,  and  therefore  yielded,  as  it  is  finely  related  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
In  this  fame  year  159 1,  the  temporary  Guinea  Company  of  England  made  a  third  voyage 
thither,  trading  with  the  natives  with  iron-^ware,  &c.  in  exchange  for  elephants  teeth, 
bides,  &c. 

In  this  year  alfo,  a  fleet  of  ihips  failed  from  St.  Malo  for  Canada,  where  the  French  had  been 
fettled  long  before  this  time.  Tliey  were  ufed,  in  thofe  times,  to  fi(h  at  the  iflcs  about  the  bay 
of  St.  Lawrence  for  morfes  or  fea-horfes,  whofe  teeth  were  then  fold  much  dearer  than  ivory, 
though  now  efteemed  of  little  value  ;  they  alfo  made  much  oil  from  thofe  animals.  The  French 
in  Canada  were,  from  time  to  time,  fupported  from  France,  fo  that  the  country  became  well 
peopled  near  the  banks  of  that  vaft  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  where  there  are 
feveral  towns,  forts,  and  improvements:  the  Baron  Lahontan,  who  had  been  a  governor 
there,  and  publi(hed  an  account  of  the  country,  in  the  year  1703,  in  Engli(h,  computes  the 
French  inhabitants  to  be  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pcrfons,  which  furely  is  rather  too 
many  to  be  true.  The  Baron  Lahontan  alfo  mentions  a  kind  of  prophecy  or  forefight  in  the 
Canadians,  that  their  colony  would  one  day  be  conquered  by  New  England,  &c.  which  has 
proved  true. 

In 
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1593  In  the  year  1593,  two  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  own  (hips  of  war  joined  in  partnerfhip  with 
fome  merchant  Ihips,  (fuch  being  the  cuftom  then,  for  the  royal  Ihips  fometimes  to  join  with 
the  adventurers  of  London,  Briftol,  &c.)  fitted  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  They  firft  took 
a  Bifcaynerof  fix  hundred  tons,  laden  with  iron  ftores  for  the  Weft  Indies  ;  next  they  forced 
a  great  Eaft  India  carrack  on  fhore'at  the  Azores,  where  it  was  burned ;  foon  after  they  met 
with  thegreateft  of  all  the  Eaft  India  carracks,  homeward  bound,  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
tons,  with  feven  hundred  men,  and  thirty-fix  brafs  cannon,  which  they  took,  though  with 
great  flaughter.  This  huge  prize  was  found  laden  with  the  richeft  fpices,  callicoes,  filks, 
gold,  pearls,  drugs,  China  ware,  jor  Porcelain,  (which  is  the  fecond  lime  we  meet  with  any 
mention  of  it)  ebony  \vood,  &cc.  moderately  valued  atone  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.  So  vaft  a  (hip,  brought  to  Dartmouth,  had  never  before  been  feen  in  England, 
The  cargo  was  divided  amongft  the  adventurers,  of  whom  the  Queen  was  the  principal.  This 
enterprize  was  commanded  in  chief  by  Sir  John  Burroughs,  Sir  Martin  Frobiflier,  and  Sir 
Robert  Crofs.  The  pofliflion  of  fuch  immenfe  foreign  riches  greatly  encouraged  the  Englifli, 
foon  after,  to  venture  to  go  themfelves  dircftly  to  the  Eaft  Indies  on  a  pure  mercantile. 
bottom. 

In  this  year,  Queen  Elizabeth  grants  a  fecond  patent  for  a  trade  to  Turkey  or  the  Levant; 
The  former  patent,  being  only  for  feven  years  from  the  year  158 1,  muft  have  expired  in  1588  j . 
yet  it  does  not  appear,  by  any  thing  in  Hakluyt,  who  is,  in  other  rcfpedls,  an  exaft  writer, 
that  it  was  again  renewed  till  this  year,  when  fifty-three  perfons,  confifting  of  fcveral  knights,, 
aldermen,  and  merchants,  had  the  Queen's  letters  patent  for  twelve  years.  It  recites,  **  that 
♦*  Sir  Edward  Oft)orn,"  hereby  appointed  the  firft  governor  for  one  year,  **  William  Har- 
**  born,  Efq;  &c.  had  not  only  eftabliftied  this  trade  to  Turkey,  at  their  great  coft  and  hazard, 
"  but.  alfo  that  to  Venice,  Zante,  Cephalonia,  Candia,  and  other  Venetian  dominions,  to 
*'  the  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  England  ;  wherefore,  the  Queen 
"  now  incorporates  them  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Merchants  of  the 
•*  Levant;  the  governor  and  twelve  afliftants  to  be  elefted  yearly. — The  limits  of  their  charter 
"  to  be, 

**  I.  The  faid  Venetian  territories. 

•*  II.  The  dominions  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  by  land  and  fea.     And 

III.  Through  his  countries  over  land  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  a  way  lately  difcovered  by  Johit- 
Newberry,  Fitch,  &c."  as  we  have  already  related. 

The  faid  patentees,  their  fons,  apprentices,  agents,  faftors,  and  fervants  folcly  to  trade 
there  for  twelve  years ; — may  make  bye-laws  for  their  good  government. — The  Queen- 
agrees,  that  if  their  fhips  and  goods  fhall  be  loft  at  fea,  the  company  may  draw  back  the 
cuftoms  they  had  paid  for  the  fame. — Shall  have  thirteen. months  allowed  for  re-exportations 
of  the  merchandize  they  bring  home,  without  paying  any  cuftom  for  fuch  re-exportation, 
fo  as  they  belong  folely  to  Englifhmen,  and  in  Englifli  bottoms. — Four  good  fhips,  with 
ordinance  and  munition  for  theii;  defence,  and  with  two  hundred  Englilh  mariners,  jfhall 
be  freely  permitted  to  go,  at  all  times,  during  the  faid  twelve  yearls. 

I.  Provided,  that  if  the  Queen  be  at  war,  fo  as  to  have  occafion  for  thofe  four  fhips,  then, 

upon  three  months  notice  by  the  Lord  Admiral,  that  the  Queen  cannot  fpare  the  faid  fhips 

from  the  defence  of  the  realm,  the  company  fhall  forbear  fending  them  out,  until  her  navy 

fhall  return  home.— The  company  may  have  a  common  feal,  and  may  place  in  tl>c  tops  of 

**  their  fhips  the  arms  of  England,  with  a  red  crofs  in  white  over  the  fame,  as  heretofore  they 

3  .  "  have 


f( 

(C 

<i 
it 
<( 

€i 

<( 
it 
it 

a 
it 
it 
a 


A.    D. 

«S93 


AN     HISTORICAL     AND      C  H  R  O  N  O  L  O  G  1  C  A  L  -  D  E  D  U  C'T  1  O  N 


<c 


<( 


.41 


<ft 


<l 


(C 


<C 


<c 


<< 


c< 


<< 


(< 


<c 


have  ufed. — No  other  fubjeSs  fhall  trade  vrithiii  this  company's  limits. — And  whereas  the 
ftate  of  Venice  has  of  late  increafed  the  duties  on  Englifh  merchandize  carried  thither,  and 
on  Venetian  merchandize  exported  from  thence  in  Englilh  Ihips  ;  for  rcdrefs  thereof,  the 
Queen  forbids  the  fubjefts  of  Venice,  and  all  others  but  tliis  companvt  for  the  faid  twelve 
years,  to  import  into  England  any  manner  of  fmall  fruits  called  currants,  l|eing  the  raiiins 
of  Corinth,  or  wines  of  Candia,  unlefs  by  this  company's  licence  under  their  feal,  upon 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  fhip  and  goods,  half  to  the  Queen,  and  half  to  tlie  company,  and  alfo 
of  imprifonment. 

"  II.  Provided  always,  that  if  the  Venetian  ftate  fliall  take  off  the  faid  two  new  impofts, . 
**  then  this  reftraint  touching  currants  and  wines  of  Candia  fhall  be  void. — This  company 
may  admit,  to  be  new  members,  any  who  lliall  have  been  empl.^yed  as  their  faftors,  &c.— - 
And  the  Queen  gives  leave  for  eighteen  pcrfons  more  (three  of  whom  to  be  aldermen  of 
London,'  by  her  herein  named)  to  be  of  the  faid  company,  upon  each  of  them  paying  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  to  this  company,  towards  their  paft  charges  in  eftablifhing  the 
faid  trades.— Members  not  conforming  to  the  rules,  payments,  and  regulations  of  the  com- 
pany, (hall  forfeit  their  right  to  be  of  the  faid  company,  whereupon  tlic  company  may  eleft 
•*  others  in  their  ftead. 

**  III.  Provided,  that  if  this  patent  Ihall  hereafter  ?ppcar  to  the  Queen  not  to  be  profitable 
**  to  her  or  to  the  realm,  then,  upon  eighteen  months  notice,  their  patent  Ihall  ceafe  and  de- 
^*  tcrmine.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  faid  twelve  years,  this  trade 
Ihall  appear  to  be  advantageous,  then  this  company  may,  on  their  petition  to  the  Queen, 
have  a  new  grant  of  twelve  years  more.  Dated  the  fevcnth  of  January,  in  the  tliirty -fourth 
year  of  her  reign." 

N.  B.  There  was  formerly  a  particular  branch  of  this  company,  which  was  called  the  Morea 
company,  and  which  traded  with  a  joint  ftock.  But  this  general  Turkey  company  has,  from 
the  beginning,  been  only  what  is  called  a  regulated  company. 

In  the  fame  year.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  formed  adefign  on  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  and 
alfo  to  furprize  the  port  of  Panama  in  the  Soutli  Seas  ;  but  that  enterprize,  like  others  of  the 
fame  nature,  was  fruftratcd  by  contrary  winds.  The  immenfe  riches,  annually  brought  home 
by  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  fleets  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  occafioned  fo  many  at- 
tempts of  the  Englifh  to  intercept  them,  that  although  Raleigh  was  now  difappointed,  as  above- 
mentioned,  of  his  defign  on  the  Weft  Indies,  yet  the  great  Eaft  India  carrack  before-mention- 
^  made  amends  for  the  expence  of  the  equipment  of  fifteen  fhips,  for  the  Weft  India  ex- 
pedition. 

Whilft  thofc  enterprizes  were  made  beyond  fea,  our  general  commerce  occafioning  a  gradual 
increafe  of  the  fuburbs  of  London,  the  humour  of  difmal  apprehenfions  from  that  circum- 
ftance,  which  had  moved  Queen  Elizabeth  to  ifTue  a  proclamation  againft  it,  in  the  year  15809 
infected  the  Parliament,  fo  far  as  to  enaft  in  this  year,  being  the  thirty^fifth  of  the  Queen, 

cap.  vi. 

"  I.  That  no  new  buildings  fhould  be  ereSed  within  three  miles  of  London  or  Weft- 
"  min(ler. 

**  II.  That  one  dwelling-houfe,  either  in  London  or  in  Weftminfter,  Ihall  not  be  con- 
**  verted  into  more. 

'*  III.  That  no  inmates,  or  under-fitters,  Ihall  be  in  the  places  aforefaid. 

"  IV.  Th^t 
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1593       **  ^^*  T^^^  commons,  or  wafte  grounds,  lying  within  three  miles  of  London,  Ihall  not 
"  be  inclofed."     And  thereto  was  added, 

V.  That  the  length  of  a  ftatutc  mile,  for  the  future,  Ihould  be  eight  furlongs;  each  fur- 
long containing  forty  poles  or  perches,  and. every  pole  to  contain  fixteen  feet  and  an  half  in 
**  length ;"  fo  that  an  Englifh  mile  was  hereby  made  to  contain  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixty  yards  in  length. 

To  what  we  have  remarked  on  the  Queen's  proclamation  above-mentioned  we  may  further 
obferve,  that  this  law  was,  without  doubt,  made  by  the  fupq^ior  influence  of  the  landed  in- 
tereft,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  people  from  flocking  from  the  country  to  fettle  atLondon» 
which  thereby  made  their  rents  fall,  for  want  of'  a  fufficient  demand,  as  they  then  imagined, 
for  provifion^,  &c.  in  their  refpeftive  countries ;  but  the  landed  gentlemen,  in  our  days, 
underftand  their  true  intereft  much  better,  and  therefore  have  forborn  fucliTort  of  ccmaplaints,  , 
although  the  fuburbs  of  London  are,  at  leaft,  fix  times  as  large  as  they  were  then  ;  fince  it  is 
certain,  that  every  acceflion'of  people  from  the  country  fettling  in  London  can  afford  to  ufe 
and  confume  confiderably  more  in  quantity,  and  better  in  quality  of  the  provifions^  manufac- 
tures, &c.  produced  in  the  country,  than  the  fame  number  of  people  could  have  done,  had 
they  remained  there. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p  208,  of  the  Foedera^  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  commiflion  • 
to  the  enterprizing  George  Cliff^ord,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  "  for  fitting  out  any  number  of 
fhips  of  war,  by  him  and  his  aflbciates,  not  exceeding  fix,  at  his  and  his  aflTociatcs  expence,  . 
for  annoying  the  dominions  of  Spain,  or  of  any  others  not  in  amity  with  her ;  hereby 
**  granting  them  the  ufe  of  two  of  her  own  fliips  of  war,  to  be  viftualled  and  manned  at  their 
**  expence,  to  join  their  own  Ihips.  The  fpoils  (he  impowers  the  faid  Earl  to  divide  amongft 
**  the  fubfcribers  to  this  expedition." 

This  private  expedition  confifted  of  eleven  fliips,  for  intercepting  the  Portuguefe  carracks  ' 
bound  to  Eaft  India;  but  failing  of  that,  he  went  and  facked  the  ifle  of  Lancerota,  one  of  the 
Canary  ifles.     From  thence  he  failed  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  took  the  town  of  Porto  Rico,  , 
with  an  intent  to  fettle  at  it,  and  to  make  it  the  principal  ftation  for  his  future  enterprizes  • 
againft  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts.     He  therefore  turned  out  all  its  inhabitants;  but  by  dif- 
eafes  there  he  loft  feven  hundred  men  in  forty  days,  which  occafioned  him  to  return  home 
with  lefs  booty  than  glory. 

The  plague  being  in  the  city  of  London  in  this  year  1593,  ^^^^  Queen  iflued  a  proclama- 
tion, which  fliews  the  ancient  greatnefs  of  Bartholomew-fair  in  that  city,  though  now  dwin- 
dled into  nothing  ;  which  proclamation,  is  in  fubftance  as  follows  : — Sec  vol.  xvi.  p.  213,  of  . 
the  Foedera 

Whereas,  the  ficknefs  is  in  fundry  places  in  and  about  London;  to  prevent,  therefore, 

its  being  communicated  to  other  parts  of  the  realm,  flie  exprefsly  pi*ohibits  the  keeping  of 

Bartholomew-fair, — there  being  wont  to  be  a  general  refort  of  all  kinds  of  people,  out  of 

every  part  of  the  realm,  to  the  faid  fair;  therefore  there  ftiall  not  be  any  manner  of  market 

•*  kept  in  the  ufual  place  of  Smithfield  for  any  wares,  nor  ftalls  or  booths  for  merchandize,—* 

but  the  open  place  of  Smithfield  fhall  this  year  be  only  for  the  falc  of  horfes  and  c«Cttle,  and 

•*  of  ftall-wares,  as -butter,  cheefe,  and  fuch  like,  in  grofs,  and  not  by  retail,  and  for  two 

days  only.     And,  for  the  vent  of  woollen  cloths  and  linen  cloth,  to  be  fold  in  grofs,  and 

not  by  retail,  the  fame  fliall  be  all  brought  within  the  clofe  yard  of  St.  Bartholomew's, 

**  where  Ihops  are  there  continued,  and  have  gates  to  fhut  tlie  fame  place  in  the  night  time," 

now 


it 

« 
<4 
<« 

<C 
«< 
it 
4t 


<l84  AN     HISTORICAL     AND    CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 


A.  D. 


1593  now  built  into  ftrccts^  and  called  Cloth-fair,  *♦  and  this  to  continue  but  three  days.  The 
^'  fale  of  leather  fhaU  be  kept  on  the  outiide  of  the  ring  of  Smithiieldy  as  hath  been  accuilom- 
**  ed,  without  erefting  any  (hops  or  booths  for  the  fame." 

At  this  time,  it  is  faid,  that  the  keeping  an  account  of  the  numbers  dying  weekly  in  London 
began  firft  to  be  in  ufe,  though  it  was  not  till  the  year  1663,  that  regular  weekly  bills  of 
mortality  were  begun  to  be  kept ;  thofe  at  this  time  being  only  taken  occafionally,  on  account 
<of  the  plague. 

Some  Englifti  fliips  nqw  made  a  voyage  to  Cape  Breton,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  St. 
Laurence  in  America ;  fome  for  morfe  filhing,  and  others  for  whale  fifhing,  fays  Hakluyt, 
which  is  the  firft  mention  to  be  met  with  of  the  latter  fifhery  by  any  Englifti ;  and  although 
"they  found  no  whales  there,  they,  however,  difcovered  on  an  ifland  eight  hundred  whale  fins, 
wlicrc  a  Bifcay  fliip  had  been  loft  three  years  before ;  and  this  too  is  the  firft  account  we  have 
of  whale  fins,  or  whale  bone,  by  the  Englifti.  How  the  ladies  ftays  were  made,  before  this 
commodious  material  was  found  out,  does  not  appear;  it  is  probable  that  ftit  pieces  of  cane, 
or  of  fome  tough  and  pliant  wood,  might  have  been  in  ufe  before. 

By  the  trade  to  Archangel,  the  Englifti  became  well  acquainted  with  the  northern  fcas  at 
this  time ;  where  alfo  they  at  firft  carried  on  a  great  fifliing,  or  hunting  rather,  for  morfes, 
)  (as  the  Ruflians  called  them,  the  Englifti  called  them  fea  liorfes,  and  the  Dutch  and  French 

fea  cows)  at  Cherry  Ifle,  beyond  the  North  Cape,  fo  named  from  Alderman  Cherry,  but 
called  by  the  Dutch  Bear  Ifle :  it  feems,  however,  that  thofe  amphibious  creatures  became 
afterwards  fo  fliy,  that  the  moment  they  faw  any  man  they  ran  into  the  fea.  The  Englifti 
therefore  entered  into  the  whale  fiftiery,  though  not  quite  fo  early  as  this  time. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  thirty  fifth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  vii.  it  was  enabled,  that  when 
wheat  ftiallnot  exceed  the  price  of  twenty  fliillings  per  quarter,  peas  and  beans  thirteen  ftiil- 
lings  and  four-pence,  barley  and  malt  twelve  ftiillings  per  quarter,  then  they  may  be  exported 
in  Englifti  ftiips,  paying  cuftom,  two  ftiillings  for  wheat,  and  one  ftiilling  and  four-pence  for 
the  other  grain  per  quarter.  Thofe  prices  were,  without  doubt,  judged  at  that  time  to  be 
moderate,  juft  as,  at  prefent,  we  think  thirty-fix  or  forty  ftiillings  to  be  moderate  prices  for 
wheat.  So  we  may  now  fairly  conclude,  that  living  was  at  leaft  twice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days, 
or  rather,  from  all  other  things  duly  confidered,  near  thrice  as  cheap. 

1594  The  Parliament  of  Scotland  now  pafled  an  aft,  "  that  in  refpeft  of  the  great  dearth  and 
"  fcarcity  of  flcfti  meat,  the  time  of  Lent  ftiall  be  certain,  viz.  from  the  firft  of  March  inclu- 
*•  five  to  the  firft  of  May  inclufive;  during  which  no  flefti  meat  ftiall  be  fold,  neither  eaten, 
**  but  by  fick  perfons  ;  neither  throughout  the  reft  of  the  year  ftiall  flefti  meat  be  eaten  on 
**  Wcdnefdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  Moreover,  neither  lambs  nor  calves,  under  a  year 
*«  old,  ftiall  beflain  before  Whitfunday  yearly." 

This  was  purely  a  new  political  Lent ;  and  it  was  not  by  this  aft  pretended  to  have  any  re- 
lation to  religious  abftincnce.  The  landholders  might  furely  have  chalked  out  a  better  fcheme 
for  the  increafe  of  flefti  meat,  by  enabling  their  tenants  to  take  long  leafes  of  their  farms,  by 
which  meafure  they  might  have  had  time  fuflicient  for  the  raifing  of  ftocks  of  ftieep  and  oxen, 
and  the  increafing  of V  butter,  cheefe,  poultry,  &c. — This  law  was,  certainly,  very  favourable 
to  the  fiftieries  of  Scotland,  and  was  probably  enafted  in  a  great  meafure  to  produce  that 
cffeft. 

The  Emperor  Rodplph  IL  having  written  a  letter  to  Queen  Elizabetli  in  the  preceding 
year,  as  appears  in  voL  xvL  p.  212,  of  the  Fcedera,  recommending  to  her  confideration  tlie 

grievances 
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1594  grirvvtices  daily  o€>tnpIained  of  by  the  jnaritime  cities  of  the  Bzltic-leagntf  .ptrmarhlmas  Sal^ 
tbici  foederis  Cizniatesj  {i.e.  the  Hftas-towns)  we  find  the  Queen,  in  this  year,  iiij.  p.  253, 
difpatched  Dr.  Perkins,  her  envoy,  to  that  Emperor,  for  the  vindication  of  her  condaft  to- 
wards the  GertoMi  Steelyard  inerchan;tB  of  the  Hans-confederacy,— -That  envoy  gave  the  fol- 
lowing account  to  the  Emperor's  mlnifters,  viz. 

**  That  the  ancient  privileges  which  they  formerly  had  in  England,  had,  becaufe  of  their 
^*  great  abufe  of  them,  been  taken  away  in  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  time,  in  confideration 
-**  that  they  were  become  incompatible  with  the  good  ftate  of  the  realm ;  for  things  being  now 
■**  far  changed  in  the  time  of  the  faid  King  Edward,  and  of  his  fitter  Queen  Mary,  they  could 
"  recover  nothing.  Yet  her  Majefty  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  beginning  of  her  reign,  grant- 
**  ed  them  the  trade  of  her  own  fubjcds,  nntil  at  length,  in  the  year  1577,  in  an  aflembly- 
**  general  of  the  Hans-deputies  at  Lubeck,  they  decreed  to  forbid  the  Englifh  merchants  trade 
at  Hamburg;  and  yet,  at  this  time,  notwithftanding  all  their  unkind  dealing,  her  Majefty 
offereth  tlym  the  privileges  of  her  own  fubjefts,  in  cafe  that  they  will  fufler  fome  convex 
nient  trade  to  the  Englifh  merchants  in  their  cities.  And  for  that,  in  all  kingdoms,  fome 
old  ufages  and  privileges,  by  change  of  circumftances,  ufed  to  be  taken  away,  efpecially  if 
fome  great  abufe  of  them  happen,  the  Hanfes  have  no  caufe  to  complain  of  England,  but 
*'  of .  themfelves  ;  wherefore  it  hath  been  taken  fomewhat  unkindly,  that  a  mandate  of  late 
•*  hath  been  given,"  meaning  by  the  Emperor,  <*  againft  the  Englifh  trade  at  Staden.V  Se« 
alfe  Camden^s  Elizabeth,  lib.  iv. 

This  laft  claule  relates  to  the  decree  of  the  German  diet,  which  Gilpin's  dexterity  had  de« 
feated,  as  already  related. 

In  the  fame  vol.  xvi.  p.  241,  we  find  Queen  Elizabeth's  allowance  to  Thomas  Bodleigh, 
Efq;  as  her  minifter,  on  fpecial  affairs,  to  the  States  General  of  the  united  Netherlands,  was 
forty  (hillings  per  day,  befide  the  expence  of  his  going  thither  and  returning. 

In  this  fame  year,  ibid,  p,  264,  the  Queen,  in  a  grant  of  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  royal 
library  at  Wcftminfter,  fixes  the  falary  at  thirteen  pounds'  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  per 
«nnum;  probably  equal,  in  point  of  living,  to  forty  pounds  of  our  modern  money. 

In  this  fame  year,  fays  Stowe,  p.  769,  an  engine  was  creAed  at  Broken-wharf,  in  London, 
for  conveying  the  Thames  water  into  the  fcveral  ftreets  of  that  city,  by  leaden  pipes,  into  every 
houfe.  Notwithftanding  which,  our  author  well  remembers,  that,  in  the  laft  years  of  Queea 
Anne's  reign,  there  were  tankard  bearers,  i.  t.  carriers  of  water,  conftantly  plying  at  a  well 
under  the  fouth-eaft  poftern  of  Aldgate,  for  carrying  water  on  their  (houlders  into  the  uppec, 
&c.  (Tories  of  hou(es  in  that  neighbourhood,  there  being  no  water  laid-in  in  many  houfea 
thereabout. 

The  author  of  a  Colleftion  of  Voyages  undertaken  by  the  Dutch  Eafl:  India  Company,  and 
«f  an  account  of  feveral  attempts  to  find  out  the  north-eaft  paflage,  pubUlhed  in  an  Englifh 
ofiavo,  in  the  year  1703,  in  his  iatroduAion  juftly  remarks,  that  *^  if  the  Spaniards  had  not 
"  (eized  on  the  Hollanders  (hips,  and  expofed  their  perfons  to  the  rigour  of  the  inquifition, 
"^^  probably  they  had  never  extended  their  navigation  beyond  the  Baltic  Sea,  the  northern 
^*  countries,  England,  France,  Spain,  and  its  dependencies,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Le- 
*•  vant."  But  neceffity  oWiging  that  people  to  the  praAice  of  commerce,  "  they,  for  that 
^*  end,  were  obliged  to  try  new  ways  of  getting  bv  fea  to  fitr  diilant  countries,  in  order  td 
**  avoid  their  meeting  with  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefc.** — Being  unjuftly  debarred  the  fail- 
ing to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Geod  Hope,  they  determined  to  attempt  a  way  thithei:. 
Vol.  II.  A  a  by 
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1594  by  fteering  firft  north-eaft,  and  then  along  the  coaft  of  Tartary,  in  order  to  readi  China, 
Japan,  India,  and  its  ides.  Accordingly,^  William  Barents,  with  three  (hips,  failed,  in  this 
year  15949  round  Norway  and  Lapland,  and  to  the  north  coaft  of  Nova  Zembla,  but  could 
go  no  further  for  the  ice ;  and  yet  tl^ofe  who  returned  home  retained  great  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
when  a  further  trial  fhould  be  made. 

In  Bifliop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Preciofum,  under  the  faid  year  I594»  we  find  wheat  was 
at  fo  extravagant  a  price  as  two  pounds  fixteen  fhillings  per  quarter,  and  rye  at  two  pounds, 
one  great  caufe  of  which  probably  was,  that  the  plague  had  raged  fo  greatly  in  England  the 
preceding  year. 

Captain  James  Lancafter  was  now  fitted  out  with  three  Ihips  by  fome  merchants  of  Lon^ 
don,  and  was  joined  by  certain  Dutch  and  French  freebooters.  They  took  thirty-nine  fhips 
from  the  Spaniards,  and  then  attacked  the  port  of  Fernanbuco  m  Brafil,  and  took  and  held 
the  lower  town  and  haven,  having  driven  the  inhabitants  to  the  upper  town.  Here  they  loaded 
fifteen  fhips  with  the  merchandize  of  a  great  Eaft  India  carrack,  whic^  had  been  wrecked 
there,  and  with  fugar,  Brafil  wood,  and  cotton,  and  returned  home  fafe. — Camden's  Eliza* 
beth,  Englifh  edition,  1635,  p.  434-5- 

1595  The  States  of  Holland,  and  Maurice  Prince  of  Orange,  now  fent  out  Barents,  with  feven 
fhips,  on  a  fecond  north-eaft  pafiage  for  China,  &c.  determined  to  try  it  through  the  Streight 
of  Waigats,  between  the  fouth  fhore  of  Nova  Zembla  and  the  north  coaft  of  the  Ruffian  pro** 
vince  of  Samoieda.  But  after  many  endeavours  to  get  through  or  beyond  that  Streight,  they 
were  fo  obftrufled  with  the  ice  from  the  Tartarian  Sea,  that  they  were  obliged  to  return  home 
this  fame  year. 

In  Mr.  Strype's  edition  of  Stowe^s  Survey  of-  London  we  find,  that,  from  the  calamitous 
dearth  of  corn  already-mentioned  under  the  preceding  ye^r,  by  direftion  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
a  furvey  of  the  number  of  poor  houfckcepers  within  his  jurifdiftion  was  made  in  this  year, 
which  amounted  to  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  ;  fo  that,  allowing  them  to  be  a- 
bout  or  near  a  fourth  part  of  all  thehoufes  in  London,  the  whole  might  be  about  feventeen  thou«- 
fand  houfes,  though  at  prefent  upwards  of  twenty-four  thoufand.  This  increiije  is  owing  to 
many  void  fpaces  being  built  up  into  ftreets  and  courts  fince  the  reformation  from  popery,  and 
alfo  later,  fince  the  great  conflagration,  in  the  year  1666.  This  cannot  be  more  clearly  evinc- 
ed than  by  one  fingle  inftance,  viz.  tliat,  till  the  faid  conflagration,  all  that  large  court,  nam-  ' 
ed  Exchange-alley,  fronting  the  fouth  gate  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  quite  through  into  Lom- 
bard-ftreet  fouth,  and  into  Birchin-Iane  eaft,  whereon  are  now  fo  many  lofty  edifices,  was 
then  but  one  fingle  merchant's  houfe  and  garden  ;  and  the  like  may  be  inftanced  of  feverai 
other  places  in  the  city.  Yet,  by  the  further  great  increafe  of  commerce,  the  merchants  and 
wholefale  dealers  of  London  now  begin  further  to  leflen  the  number  of  houfes  in  that  city, 
and  confequently  of  inhabitants,  by  turning  many  dwelling-houfes  into  ftore-houfes  for  mer- 
chandize in  various  parts  of  it.  Moreover,  by  a  late  ftatute,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  King 
George  II.  the  city  of  London  is  empowered  to  make  new  openings  and  ftreets  therein,  for 
the  convenience  and  ornament  thereof,  and  in  which  they  have  already  made  a  hopeful  pro- 
grefs. 

James. Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  publiftied  in  folio,  in  the  year  1657^  gives  us  many 
particulars  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  London's  fuburbs  towards  the  clofe  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign,  which  more  plainly  point  out  the  great  increafe  of  England's  commerce  than  a  whole 
Tolume  of  fpeculative  reafoning  could  do  alone.     It  is  not  material  to  make  different  fe£tions 
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159J  thereof,  and  therefore  we  have  brought  them  all  together,  whether  a  little'beforc  or  after  this 
year. 

*'  It  feems  that  about  this  time  the  grounds  called  Spitalfields,  began  gradually  to  be  built 
*•  on  for  weavers,  &c.  as  wais  alfo  Hog-lane  in  that  part,  which  had,  witliin  fixty  years,  from 
**  the  date  of  his  book,  had  fair  rows  of  elm-trees  all  along,  now  turned  into  houfes,,  on  both 
**  fides,  from  Hounfditch  to  Whitechapel  church. 

"  As  to  Wapping,"  fays  Howell,  **  it  is  yet  in  the  memory  of  man,  that  there  was  never 
**  a  houfe  nor  building,  from  St,  Catherine's  to  Wapping  :  but  now,*'  /.  e.  in  the  year  1657, 
**  there  rs  a  continued  ftrcet  towards  a  mile  long,  from  the  Tower  ail  along  the  river,  almoft 
**  as  far  as  RadclifF:  which  proceeded  from  the  increafe  of  navigation,  mariners,  and  traffick." 
r3»  This  (hews  that  Wapping  was  originally  a  village  or  place  detached  from  London, 
though  now  a  part  of  the  great  contiguity  thereof. — •*  RadclifF  alfo,"  continues  he,  **  is  much 
*•  increafed  in  buildings,  and  alfo  Nightingale-lane." 

*•  Northward,  London's  fuburbs  have  been  lefs  increafed  than  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fides  : 
•*  yet  there  was  an  increafe  about  this  time  on  that  fide  alfo.  Where  the  buildings  on  the 
"  weft  fide  of  Smithfield  ftand,  was  formerly  a  very  large  pond  of  water :  and  where  the  place 
**  called  the  Iheep-pens  is,  was  a  field  with  growing  elms,  and  the  place  of  execution  for  cri- 
*•  minals. — Afterwards,"  in  King  Henry  the  Sixth's  reign,  «*  they  began  to  build  the  fpace 
**  between  the  faid  pond  and  the  river  of  Wells,  now  Turnmill-brook,'  which  runs  into  Fleet- 
**  ditch  :  and  afterwards  that  pond  was  drained,  and  built  on ;  and  fo  down  that  ftreet  now 
**  called  Cow-lane,  and  alfo  Chick-lane,  and  Hofier-lane,  &c.  So  that  the  buildings  there 
**  are  fo  increafed,  that  now  remaincth  not  one  tree  there." 

Some  other  additions  were  made  about  Clerkenwell,  about  or  near  this  time,  where  the 
fields,  gardens,  and  avenues  of  the  great  priory  of  St,  John  of  Jerufalem,  and  alfo  the  convent 
on  the  north  fide  of  Clerkenwell-green  ftood,  &c. 

Weftward,  without  Newgate,  the  great  ftreet  named  Holborn,  and  its  contiguity,  has  been 
gradually  built  quite  up  to  the  village  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields.  But  as  the  greateft  increafe 
thereabout  was  chiefly  in  the  next  century,  we  muft  refer  thereto. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  275,  of  Rymer's  Foedera,  in  the  year  1595?  we  find  that  Queen 
•Elizabeth  had  written  to  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark,  for  his  leave,  *«  that  a  merchant- 
man of  Harwich  might  refort  for  fifhing,  at  or  to  the  fmall  ifle  of  Wcftmanna,  adjacent  to 
the  great  ifland  of  Iceland  ;  to  which,  in  former  years,  (he  was  wont  to  refort  without  in- 
terruption. The  Danifh  King  thereto  replies,  by  telling  the  Queen,  that  the  occafion  of 
prohibiting  their  fubjefts  from  reforting  thither,  was,  that  they  took  the  liberty  of  fre- 
quenting it  without  aflcing  leave,  contrary  to  ancient  treaties.  And  if  her  fubjefts  will 
comply  with  thofe  ancient  treaties,  they  Ihall  be  free  to  fiih  at  Iceland,  the  port  of  Wcft- 
manna alone  excepted  ;  the  fifliery  of  that  port  being  now,  as  well  as  anciently,  appropri- 
**  ated  for  the  ufe  and  fervicc  of  his  own  court." 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  having,  in  the  preceding  year,  fent  out  a  (hip  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
difcovcries  in  the  country  of  Guiana,'  of  which  he  had,  unhappily  and  fatally  for  himfelf,  his 
fon,  and  many  others,  formed  fuch  exalted  ideas,  with  refpeft  to  its  immenfe  treafures,  and 
great  cities,  from  certain  falfe  information  he  had  received  ;  he  in  this  year  failed  thither  him- 
felf, with  fevcral  (hips,  and  many  worthy  and  experienced  gentlemen  and  mariners.  He  firft 
feized  the  forr  on  the  ifle  of  Trinidada ;  where  he  learned,  that  Guiana  extended  above  fix 
hunditd  miles  up  from  that  coaft;  and  here  he  alfo  received  abundance  of  frefli  but  very  falfe 
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1595  and  romantic  accounts  of  rich  mines  and  great  cities^  and  particularly  the  vaft  and  rich  citjr 
named  El  Dorado  or  Manoa,  the  fuppofed  capital  of  Guiana.  On  this  romantic  prefutnption^ 
Raleigh, .  with  sm  hundied  men  in  boats,  failed  four  hundred  miles  up  the  great  river  Oro- 
noque,  enduring  great  fatigues  for  a  whole  month,  but  wirhout  meeting  with  that  or  any  other 
great  city,  though  hefaw  many  Indian  nations  on  its  banks :  but  it  beginning  to  fweli  on  ac- 
count of  the  approach  of  their  winter,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  return  to  bis  fliips,  before 
be  could  reach  that  imaginary  golden  city  :  he  is,  however,  faid  to  have  brought  back  fome 
plates  of  gold,  which  he  had- obtained  from  the  bordering  nations  who  traded  with  Guiana. 
He  had,  it  is  faid,  been  encouraged  to  tliis  attempt  by  his  couiin,  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard,, 
and  by  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  he  dedicated  his  account  of  it. 

In  this  fame  year  Sir  Amias  Prefton,  with  three  ihips,  took  and  burned  Porto  Santo  at  the 
Madeiras ;  and  failing  from  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  took  and  deftrayed  fomc  of  the 
Spanifh  towns  there,  which  were  without  doubt  poorly  defended,  and  returned  home  with 
feme  booty,  though  probably  lefs  in  value  than  tlie  expence  incurred.  Sir  Francis  Drake- 
alfo,  with  fix  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth's  own  (hips,  twenty-one  private  (hips  and  barks,  and  two- 
dioufand  five  hundred  mei^b,  failed  from  Plymouth  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  where,  the  Spaniards 
knowing  of  their  cdming,  he  did  but  little  execution  againfi  their  towns ;  fo  well  had  they 
now  fortified  them  almofl  every  where,  being  fufficicntly  warned  by  former  difafter^.  There 
he  fought  with  part  of  a  Spaniih  fleet  fent  againft  him,  with  litde  advantage.  He  next  at- 
tempted, with  feven  hundred  and  fifty  men,,  to  get  acrofs  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien  to  Panama  on 
the  South  Sea 4  but  the  Spaniards  had  fo  fortified  the  roads,  that  they  were  forced  to  come 
back  to  tlieir  fhrps.  In  their  return  homeward,  both  Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John  Haw-^ 
kinsi  two  moft'gallant  commanders,  died  at,  and  were  buiied  in^.  tlieir  element — the  fea. 

An  epitaph  on  whonir  what  man  could  make  ? 
For  who  could  lay,  here  Hawkins  lies,  or  Drake  ?* 

The  officers  and  faHors  of  the  Dutch  fliips  which  had  been  fentr  to  try  a  paflage  by  the 
north-eaft  to  China  and  India  laft  year,  giving  ftill  great  hopes  of  their  being  able  to  find  fucb 
a  paflage,  which  they  computed  would  be  about  two  thoufand  miles  nearer  than  the  ufual 
way ;  the  States  General  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  were  thereby  encouraged  to  fend  out  feven 
ihips,  under  Barents  again,  laden  with  all  forts  of  merchandize,  and  with  money  to  trade, 
with  ;  hoping  to  get  through  Wargats,  or  Naflau  Streight.  Their  fmalleft  Ihip  was  directed 
to  return  with  the  news  of  the  other  fix  Ihips  having  doubled  Cape  Tabin,  which  was  confidcr- 
ed  as  the  extreme  point  of  Tartary  ;  or,  at  leaft,  when  they  Ihould  be  gone  far  enough  to  fteer 
to  the  fouthward,  without  being  in  danger  from  the  ice  :  but  finding  the  fame  obftrudions  in 
the  Streight,  and  yet  more  at  the  further  end  of  it,  from  the  mountains  of  ice  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Tartarian  Sea,  they  returned  to  Holland  after  they  had  beea  four  months  and  an  half 
on  that  voyage. 

The  Hollanders  finding,  from  tlieir  firft  attempt,  tliat  it  was  probably  imprafticable  to  fail 
to  China  and  India  by>  the  fuppofed  north-eaft  paflage,  at  length  determined  this  year  to 
force  their  way  thither  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  they  performed  with  wonderful 
courage  and  fuccefs:  four  fhips  failed  from  Holland  in  April  1595,  and  returned  home,  (all 
but  their  biggeft  and  moft  leaky  fliip,  which  they  burned)  in  twenty-nine  months,  fluflied 
with  their  paft  fuccefs,  and  big  with  future  expectations ;  although  by  reafon  of  the  oppofitioft: 
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'S9S  ^^  ^^^  Portugucfe  and  Javanefe,  it  did  not  fully  anfwer  cxpe£lation  in  point  of  prefcnt  gain. 
This  undertaking  was  fct  on  foot  by  nine  merchants  of  Amfterdam,  with  only  a  capital  of 
fcvcnty  tboufand  guilders. 

**  About  this  time,"  fays  the  third  volume,  p.  96,  of  an  Englilh  tranflation,  from  the  Por- 
tyguefe  language,  of  a  work  entitled,  Portuguefe  Afia,  *' came  firft  into  India  the  fcourge  of 
**  the  Portuguefe  pride  and  covetoufncfs.  For,  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  1595, 
♦*  news  was  brought  to  Goa,  that  the  two  firft  Holland  fliips  which  durft  cut  thofe  feas,  had 
**  been  in  the  port  of  Titancone,  and  were  bound  to  the  ifle  of  Sunda,"'&c. — From  this  arri- 
val of  Ae  Dutch,  the  Portuguefe  juftly  date  the  ruin  of  their  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Yet 
Dr.  Gemelli  Careri,  elfewhere  quoted,  affigns  alfo  another  very  probable  caufe  of  the  declen- 
fion  of  the  Portuguefe  ia  the  Eaft  Indies,  viz.  the  conqueft  of  Brafil:  for  finding  much  more 
profit  by  that  rich  colony,  they  flighted  their  Eaft  India  fcttlcments,  and  ncgle£ted  to  fend 
thither  fqfficient  fupplies  even  for  prrferving  what  they  already  pofleffed,  and  much  lefs  for 
making  new  conquefts  there.  This  is  fo  certain,  fays  Gemelli,  that  the  King  of  Portugal 
was  feveral  times  abfolutely  determined  to  abandon  the  Eaft  Indies,  had  not  the  mifiionaries 
made  him  fenfible,  that  if  he  purfued  fuch  a  meafure,  all  the  Chiiftlans  of  thofe  countries 
would  again  fall  into  idolatry  and  Mahometanifin.  To  fay  the  truth,  one  may  venture  to 
pronounce,  that  the  original  caufe  of  their  ruin  in  India,  wa5  the  too  great  number  of  their 
conquefts  therC)  which  were  too  far  afundcr  to  be  efFeftually  fuccoured,  whilft  they  were  en- 
gaged in  war  againft  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  India  and  Brafil. 

The  Chronicon  Preciofum  obfcrves,  that  the  price  of  wheat  in  this  year,  1595,  by  reafon 
of  a  great  tranfportation  of  it,  was  rifen  to  two  pounds  thirteen  Ihillings  and  four-pen.ce  per 
quarter. 
1596  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain  again  nuking  great  preparations  againft  England,  Queen  Elizabeth 
wifely  determined,  by  all  means,  to  prevent  his  attempts  on  her  coafts  ;  and,  as  the  bcft  means 
for  that  purpoCs  would  be  to  attack  and  annoy  him  in  his  own  ports,  ftje  fent  out,  for  that 
end,  one  hundred  and  tw«nty-fix  fliips  of  war,  feventeen  whereof  were  her  own  fliips,  the  re- 
mainder were,  as  ufual,  hired  ones ;  they  carried  feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  land- 
foldiers,  and  were  joined  by  a  Dutch  fquadron  of  twenty-four  fliips ;  all  being  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  the  Earl  of  EflTex  and  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard.  The  gallant  and  fuccefsful  attack 
and  facking  of  the  famous  and  ftrong  port  and  city  of  Cadiz,  is  in  all  our  hiftories  at  large,  and 
therefore  improper  to  be  enlarged  on.  Here  they  burned  and  dcftroyed  much  fliipping,  and 
more  riches,  and  dcmolilhed  all  the  forts  :  all  which  together,  was  eftimated  at  t'.venty  millions 
of  ducats  of  real  lofs  and  damage  to  Spain.  Much  rich  booty  was  brought  hv'Oie,  together 
with  two  galleons  and  a  hundred  brafs  cannon,  and  two  hundred  other  pieces  of  ordnance, 
were  either  taken  or  funk  in  the  fea.  Eleven  of  the  King  of  Spain's  beft  fliips,  forty-four 
merchant-fliips,  and  an  imaienfe  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  ammunition,  provilions,  &c.  being 
deftroyed  ;  and  for  ranfom  of  their  lives,  they  agreed  to  give  hoftages  for  the  payment  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  ducats.  This,  in  fliort,  was  a  very  glorious  exploit,  and  did 
not  a  little  raife  the  credit  of  tlie.  Queen,  and  ot  her  naval  land-forces,  as  well  as  of  her  mini- 
fters  and  commanders.  In.  this  attack  the  Englifl^  employed  fliips  of  Lubeck  and  Dantzick  : 
for,  in  order  to  board  the  Spanifli  galleons,  the  admiral,  being  unwilling  to  hazard  the  Queen's 
own  fliips,  fent  fix  fliips  of  Lubeck  and  Dantzick  from  the  fleet  for  that  purpole. 

Neverthclefs,  Philip  was  in  this  fame  year  fo  intent  on  making  reprifals  for  fo  greai  an  in- 

falt»  difgrace,  and  lofs,  tliat  he  aflembled  his  whole  marine  at  Lifl:>on^  and  all  the  foreign 

fliips 
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1596  (hips  an  his  ports  ;  as  alfo  a  body  of  land-forces,  and  many  Irifh  fugitives,  intending  an  inva- 
iion  of  cither  England  or  Ireland.     Yet  a  violent  tempcft  arifing,  deftroyed  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  fhips  ;  fo  that  an  end  was  put  to  that  intended  invafion  for  the  prefent  year. 

By  the  fixtecnth  volume,  p.  290,  of  the  Foedera,  Queen  Elizabeth  grants  to  Thomas  Ed- 
monds, Efq^  the  office  of  her  fecretary  for  the  French  tongue,  with  a  falary  of  fixty-fix  pounds 
thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence  per  annum,  for  life  ;  equal  to  about  two  hundred  pounds  in 
point  of  the-expence  of  living  in  our  days. 

Sir  Anthony  Shirley  having  been  cruizing  on  the  coafts  of  New  Spain  and  the  Spani(h  Weft 
Indies,  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Jamaica;  and  after  having  taken  St.  Jago  dela  Vega,  its  prin- 
cipal town,  and  plundered  it,  he  left  the  ifland. 

In  the  fame  year,  1596,  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  and  others,  fent  out  three  (hips,  with  an  intent 
to  trade  to  China,  of  which,  and  its  rich  commerce,  the  Engli(h  had  heard  fo  much :  Wood,  the 
commander  in  chief,  had  Queen  Elizabeth's  recommendatory  letters  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
But  all  that  we  know  of  this  unfortunate  voyage,  (from  the  firft  volume  of  Purchafe's  Voy- 
ages, p.  no,  and  from  Harris's,  p.  47.)  is,  that  they  never  arrived  fo  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies; 
but  having  been  encountered  by  ftorms^  ficknefs,  and  famine,  they  were  at  lengthdrivcn  on 
the  Spanilh  Weft  Indies,  having  only  four  men  left  alive,  who  were  made  prifoners,  and  their 
fhips  feized. 

In  this  year  the  Hollanders  attempted  a  third,  and  the  laft  time,  a  north-eaft  pailage  to 
China,  but  were  very  unfortunate  therein,  lofing  one  of  their  two  (hips  ;  and  Barents,  with 
fuch  men  as  were  left  alive,  wintered  miferably  in  Nova  Zembla,  and  out  of  their  battered 
(hip  fitted  out  a  fmaller  one,  and  with  infinite  hazards  and  difficulties  returned  home  to  Hol- 
land'; Barents,  however,  died  in  his  return. 

Wheat,  in  this  year  1596,  was  become  fo  dear  in  England,  by  reafon  of  great  rains,  fays 
the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  as  to  be  fold  for  four  pounds  per  quarter,  and  rye  at  two  pounds 
eight  fliillings  per  quarter ;  alfo  oatmeal  was  fold  at  eight  (hillings  the  bu(hel.  This  is  the 
firft  time  we  meet  with  the  price  of  oatmeal ;  which  (hews  that  the  diftrefs  of  the  people,  occa- 
sioned by  this  dearth  of  wheat,  obliged  them  to  feed  much  on  oatmeal. 

N.  B.  In  the  alliance  concluded  this  fame  year,  1596,  at  Greenwich,  and  at  the  Hague,  be- 
tween England,  France,  and  Holland,  againft  Spain,  there  is  nothing  particular  relating  to 
commerce,  , 

,1597  King  Henry  VIII.  having  wickedly  fequeftered  all  the  Engli(h  hofpitals,  to  the  amount  of 
one  liundred  and  ten  in  number,  and  having  as  wickedly  and  wantonly  fquandered  away  their 
rc;venucs,  it  gave  fuch  a  check  to  the  intentions  of  new-founding  any  fuch  charities  by  parti- 
cular or  private  perfons,  as  totally  prevented  fuch  charitable  foundations  for  a  long  time  after. 
And  as  the  kitchens  of  the  abbies  were  gone,  the  poor  were  in  great  diftrefs  in  many  parts  of 
England  :  two  laws  therefore  were  thought  neceflary  at  this  time,  for  the  relief  of  the  aged  and 
maimed  poor.  The  one  was  for  the  amendment  and  improvement  of  a  law  made  in  the  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  chap.  4.  for  x:harging  every  parifh  with  a- weekly  tax  for  the 
relief  of  fick,  hurt,  and  maimed  foldiers  and  mariners:  which  empowered  (viz.  thirty-ninth 
of  Elizabeth,  cap.  v  )  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  ereft  for  thofe  purpofes  hofpitals  and  houfcs 
of  corredlion  ;  and,  for  that  end,  to  purchafe  goods  or  lands,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  value 
of  two  hundred  pounds.  The  other  aft  of  this  thirty-ninth  year  of  her  leign,  cap.  21.  laid  a 
'  further  tax  on  every  pari(h,  for  the  relief  of  foldiers  and  mariners,  viz.  the  higheft  rate  of  any 
parifh  eight-pence,  and  the  lov.eft  two-pence  weekly. — See  the  year  1563. 

We 
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1597  We  have  a  fecond  inftance,.  in  this  fame  year,  of  the  fallibility  of  fome  afls  of  Parliament 
relating  to  commerce,  viz.  a  corroboration,  cap.  11.  of  an  aft  of  the  twenty-third  year  of 
Qocea  Elizabeth,  cap.  9.  "  which  prohibited  the  ufe  of  logwood  or  biockwood,  in  the  dye- 
**  ing  of  cloths,  &c.  as  a  praftice  falfe  and  deceitful;  direfting  all  logwood,  wherever  to  be 
**  found,  to  be  burned  ;  and  that  neither  cloth  nor  wool  Ihall  hereafter  be  dyed  therewith."— 
Neverthelefs,  in  after-times,  this  fame  logwood  has  been  difcovered  to  be  extremely  profita- 
ble, ufeful,  and  proper  in  the  dying  trade,  by  a  certain  regulation  of  it.  And  it  is  in  our 
days  found  to  be  a  great  inconvenience  to  our  commerce,  to  have  our  logwood-cutters  perpe- 
tually difturbed  in  the  Bay  of  Campeachy  by  the  Spaniards^  who  pretend  to  an  excluiive  pro- 
perty in  that  bay,  though  never  yet  planted  by  them,  as  will  be  fe^n  under  the  year  1662,  and 

In  Scotland,  at  this  time,  their  Parliament  happened  to  be  wife  enqugh  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  their  wool ;  and  ordained,  "  That  craftfmen-ftrangers  be  brought  home  for  work- 
**  ing  it  up." — They  lay  twelve-pence  per  pound  on  all  foreign  cloth,  and  other  merchandize 
imported :  "  Provided,  however,"  fays  this  two  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  aft  of  the  fifteenth 
Parliament  of  King  James  VI.  **  that  this  aft  be  not  extended  to  peers,  barons,  and  freehold- 
"  ers  ;  to  all  whom  it  ihall  be  Uafum^  (/.  e.  lawful)  without  paying  any  cuftom,  to  fend  their 
**  own  goods  beyond-fea,  for  their  own  particular  ufe :  and  to  import  wines,  cloths,  and  other 
"  furniture,  only  for  tlieir  own  particular  ufe,  but  not  to  make  merchandize  thereof;  con- 
*•  formable  to  the  laws  and  liberties  granted  to  them  before."  Which  ill-judged  provifo  fruf- 
trated  the  whole  intent  of  this  ftatute :  for,  wjth  fuch  a  law  as  this,  exempting  the  whole 
landed  men  of  the  kingdom  from  paying  for  their  own  goods  the  cuftoms  paid  by  merchant?. 
It  was  not  very  likely  that  commerce  fliould  be  profperous  there ;  as  the  landed  men  of  every 
country,  and  particularly  in  Scotlancl,  with  their  retinues,  were,  without  doubt,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people,  and  the  principal  confumers  of  foreign  merchandize :  befides,  under  co- 
lour of  the  above  exemptions,  it  may  be  very  naturally  fuppofed,  that  many  frauds  might  be, 
and  certainly  were  committed. 

By  another  aft  of  this  fame  year,  the  Scots  prohibit  the  importation  of  Englifh  woollen 

goods.     "  The  fame  cloth,"  fays  that  ftatute,  "  having  only,  for  the  moft  part,  an  outward 

••  (hew,  wanting  that  fubftance  and  ftrength  which  oftentimes  it  appears  to  have,  and  being  one 

*'  of  the  chief  caufes  of  the  tranfportation  of  gold  and  filver  out  of  this  realm." — The  only 

'    true  and  folid  reafon  for  this  law. 

Their  enafting,  in  this  fame  year,  •*  That  three  new  towns  be  erefted,  in  diflPerent  parts, 
**  for  the  better  entertaining  and  continuing  of  civility  and  polity  within  the  Highlands  and 
**  ifles,  viz.  one  in  Cantire,  one  in  Lochaber,  and  a  third  in  the  ifle  of  Le^es,"  was  very 
well  judged. 

By  this  time  the  intereft  of  the  Hanfeatic  and  Imperial  cities  of  Germany,  coinciding  with 
the  intereft  which  the  crown  of  Spain  had  at  the  Imperial  court,  produced  a  mandate  from  the 
Emperor  Rodolph  to  the  town  of  Staden,  no  longer  to  entertain  the  comptoir  or  company  of 
>  the  Englifli  Merchant-adventurers  :  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  leave  Staden ;  and  from  all 
other  parts  of  the  German  empire  they  are  thereby  alfo  exprcfsly  debarred.  Whereupon  the 
city  of  Groningen  invites  that  company  to  fettle  with  them. — See  the  Foedera,  vol.  x¥i.  p.  326, 
At  the  fame  tinie  the  town  of  Embden,  and  the  Dukes  of  Holftein  and  Brunfwick,  wrote  ex- 
cufatory  letters  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  on  account  of  the  Emperor's  mandate ;  to  which,  though 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit,  yet  they  protefted  their  readiixefs  to  fervc  our  great  CJueen  in  any 

3  other 
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1597  Other  reipeft.  (It  feems  the  Duke  of  Brunfwiclc  had,  at  this  time,  an  annua!  penfion.  frMd 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  five  hundred  marks  fterling.)  Wheeler,  the  hiftotiographer  of  our  Mcr- 
chant*adventurers  Company,  aflferts^  that  eleven  or  twelve  other  towns  in  the  Netherlands,  on 
this  occafion,  earneftly  ftrove  to  have  that  company  to  fettle  with  them* 

In  the  ingenious  Preface,  fo  often  quoted,  of  the  late  learned  and  judicious  Mr.  Thomas 
Ruddiman,  to  Anderfon's  moll  beautiful  work,  entitled,  Diplomata  et  Numifmata  Scotise, 
?•  759  ^^  f^  ^o  ^^^^  ^  pitch  the  humour  of  decreafing  the  value  of  tlie  coins  of  Scotland  was 
arrived,  with  relation  to  tbofe  of  the  fame  denomination  in  England  :  indeed  it  was  carried  fo 
far,  that,  in  this  fame  year,  1597,  the  proportion  between  them  was  come  to  be  as  ten  is  to 
one ;  for  the  Scots,  this  year,  coined  iifty  of  their  fliillings  out  of  one  o«nce  of  their  filver  ; 
and  thirty  of  their  pounds  out  of  one  ounce  of  gold. 

By  the  Hans -towns  joining  their  intereft  at  the  Imperial  court  with  that  of  Spain,  for  ex- 
pelling the  Englifh  Merchant-adventurers  quite  out  of  Germany,  the  former  had  flattered 
themfelves  diat  Queen  Elisabeth  would,  in  the  end,  have  been  compelled,  as  it  were,  to  re- 
new the  obfolcte  privileges  of  the  Hanfeatics,  for  the  fake  of  reftoring  the  Merchant-adventu- 
rers to  their  commerce  in  Germany.  Bat  the  fteady  and  rcfolute  Queen,  in  the  fame  year, 
had  quite  other  thoughts  ;  though,  for  prudence  and  decency's  fake,  ftic  found  hcrfelf  obliged 
to  demand  at  the  Imperial  court  the  revocation  of  Rodolph's  edift  or  mandate  againft  her  Mer- 
chant-adventurers of  this  fame  year;  which  being  refufed,  the  Queen,  knowing  that  the  Steel- 
yard merchants  privileges  were  found  to  be  in  many  refpe£ts  pernicious,  and  repugnant  to  the 
great  commercial  interefts  of  her  kingdom,  fhc,  in  the  fame  year,  1597,  **  Direftcd  a  comr 
♦*  miflion  to  the  mayor  and  (herifFs  of  London,  to  (hut  up  the  houfe  inhabited  by  the  mer- 
*•  chants  of  the  Hans-towns  at  the  Steel-yard  in  London ;  and,  moreover,  ordered  all  the  Ger  . 
**  mans  there,  and  every  where  elfc  throughout  England,  to  quit  her  dominions  on  the  very 
**  day  on  which  the  Englifh  were  obliged  to  leave  Staden:"  whofc  expulfion  from  thence 
was,  it  feems,  deferred  till  now.  From  this  time  the  place  called  the  Steel-yard  was  never 
again  applied  to  or  for  that  ufe. 

At  our  final  parting  with  thefe  Steel-yard  merchants,  we  may  obferve,  that  they  had,  in 
old  times,  been  a  kind  of  bank  for  our  Kings,  whenever  they  wanted  money  on  any  fudden 
emergency ;  but  they  were  fure  to  be  well  paid,  in  the  end,  for  fuch  afiifiance. 

The  Queen's  (hips  taking  fixty  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  Hans-towns,  laden  with  corn 
and  naval  ftores,  going  into  Lifbon,  in  the  year  1589,  for  fupplying  of  Spain,  helped  not  a 
little  to  make  this  breach  a  total  one  between  Englapd  and  the  Hanfeatics  ;  which,  however, 
proved  greatly  beneficial  to  us,  in  the  end  :  for  the  Englifh  fovnd  means  to  get  their  cloths,  &c. 
imported  into  Germany,  though  not  in  fo  open  and  dircfi  a  manner  as  before  :  and  the  Mer- 
chant-adventurers Company  obtained  a  flourifhing  refidence  at  the  city  of  Hamburg,  which 
continues  even  to  this  day. 

From  Sir  William  Monfon's  Naval  Trafts,  printed  in  the  third  volume  of  what  is  called 
ChurchiU's  Colleftion  of  Voyages,  it  appears,  that  the  then  famous  and  adventurous  Earl  of 
Cumberland,  was  the  firft  Englifh  fubjeA  that  built  a  ihip  fo  large  as  eight  hundred  tons  bur- 
then ;  which  fhip,  in  this  year  1597,  he  employed,  with  fome  other  fhips,  in  an  expedition, 
at  his  own  private  expence,  againil  Spain. 

Wheat,  according  to  Bifhop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Preciofum,  fell,  during  this  year,  from 
five  pounds  four  fhillings  to  four  pounds  per  quarter;  yet  the  fame  year  it  was  up  again  to  thir- 
teen fhiUings  and  four-pence  per  buihel,  or  five  pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence  per  quarter. 

In 
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1598  In  this  ycar>  there  was  a  definitive  treaty  conclqdcd  at  Wcftmiiifter,  between  Queen  Eliza- 
beth and  the  States  General  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  concerning  their  repayment  of  her 
paft  expence  in  their  defence,  being  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  by  computation, 
alfo  for  what  fhe  Ihould  afterward  expend  ;  and,  moreover,  for  the  re -delivery  of  the  caution- 
ary towns:  all  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  340,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  and 
in  vol.  ii.  p.  120  to  128  of  General  Colleflion  of  Treaties,  1732.  Alfo  for  the  States  affifting 
England  with  thirty  or  forty  fliips  of  war,  in  cafe  fhe  Ihould  be  attacked  by  Spain.  All  that 
has  any  immediate  relation  to  our  general  fubjeft,  is,  the  flender  burden  of  thofe  (hips  of  war, 
when  compared  with  thofe  of  our  days  ;  the  one  half  of  them  were  to  confift  each  of  two  hun- 
dred tons  burden  ;  and  the  other  half  of  between  one  hundred  and  two  hundred  tons. 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume,  p.  344^  &c.  the  Englifh  merchants  trading  to  Denmark,  com- 
plain of  the  Danifh  officers  violently  feizing  tlieir  merchandize. — To  which  the  Danes  reply, 
that  thofe  goods  were  juftly  condemned  by  the  laws  of  Denmark,  as  not  having  been  truly  en- 
tered at  the  cuftom  houfes,  viz.  Ikins,  tin,  cloth,  6cc.  Ihort  entered.  This  ftiffnefs  of  the 
Danilh  court,  which  was  ftrongly  difpofed  to  favour  the  Spaniards,  produced  a  Iharp  remon- 
ftiance  from  the  Queen  ;  which  (p.  352)  brought  on  a  remiffion  of  fo  much  of  thefe  confifca- 
tions  as  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  dollars. — But,  on  the  other  hand,  King  Chriftian  IV. 
of  Denmark  demanded  redrcfs  from  Qncen  Elizabeth  for  certain  piVacies  of  the  Englifti  com- 
mitted on  his  fabjefts-  *'  For  now,"  fays  Camden,  in  his  Hifiory  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
**  thei^;  began  to  grow  controverfies  about  fuch  matters  ;"  meaning  the  carrying  of  contra- 
band goods^  as  naval  ftores,  &c    to  the  Spaniards. 

The  fcver4l  trials  for  a  north-weft  pafTage  to  China,  by  Hudfon's  and  Davis's  Streights, 
and  of  a  north  eaft  paflage,  by  the  attempts  to  get  thither,  either  to  the  north  of  Nova  Zem- 
bla,  or  elfa  between  that  ifland  and  the  main  land  of  Ruflia,  through  the  Streight  of  Waigats, 
and  the  annual  voyages  to  Archangel,  had  fo  accuftomed  the  Englilh  to  thofe  boiftcrous  feas, 
that  fome  of  the  Ruflia  company  occafionally  commenced,  for  the  firft  time,  the  fifhery  for 
whales,  (which  was  found  to  be  much  more  profitable  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  great  ufc*  of 
whale  fins  for  ladies  ftays,  &c.).at  or  near  Spitzfbergen,  where  thofe  huge  animals  refort  in 
greater  numbers,  than  any  where  clfe  tint  we  have  yet  difcovercd.  Yet  Spitzfbergen  is  thought 
merely  a  parcel  of  rocky  and  barren  ifles,  with  high  mountains  always  covered  with  fnow, 
utterly  uninhabitable  by  human  creatures  by'  reafon  of  the  intolerable  cold  of  the  win- 
as  wa^  fatally  experienced  in  the  next  century,  by  two  fcparate  trials  made,  the  one 
by  an  Englilh  company  of  failors,  the  other  by  a  number  of  Dutch  failors  :  all  of  whom 
periflied  with  cold  before  the  winter  w^as  over.  Its  name  was  given  it  by  the  Dutch,  who 
were  the  firft  that  went  thither,  viz.  in  1596,  and  fignifics  a  country  of  high  and  fiiarp- 
topped  mountains  ;  and  in  common  difcourfc  it  is  oftener  called  Greenland  than  Spitzbcr- 
gcn,  though  very  erroncoufly. 

In  the  treaty  of  Vervins,  between  France  and  Spain,  in  the  year  159S,  it  began,  althou-rli 
almoft  imperceptibly,  to  appear,  that  the  fcale  of  the  former  fomewhat  preponderated.  Spain, 
it  is  true,  had  the  county  of  Charolois  reftorcd  to  her,  but  to  be  held  of  the  crown  of  France  ; 
to  which  crown,  in  exchange,  Spain  gave  up  the  towns  of  Calais,  Ardres,  Monthulin,  Dour- 
lens,  La  Capclle,  and  Le  Catelet,  in  Picardie;  alfo  Blavct  in  Bretagne.  The  author  of  the 
Life  of  the  Duke  D'Efpernon,  relates,  that  when  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  had  juftfigncd 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty  on  the  nth  of  June,  he  faid,  in  gaiety  of  humour  to  that  Duke, 
"  That  with  one  dalh  of  his  pen  he  had  done  greater  things  tlian  he  could  have  of  a  long  time 
**  performed  with  the  beft  fwords  of  his  kingdom." 

Vol.  II.  B  b  The 
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1598  The  Dutch  Eaft  India  merchants  now  fent  out  Heemfkerck  on  a  fecond  voyage  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  with  eight  iTiips  :  who  returned  home  in  the  year  1600,  laden  with  the  ufual  five  fpe- 
cies  of  fpices,  viz.  cinnamon,  pepper,  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  mace. 

And  fo  fond  were  the  Dutch  of  this  trade,  that  they  would  not  wait  for  the  return  of  thofe 
eight  fliips  :  but  in  1599,  fent  out  three  other  fhips.  And  fo  they  went  on  yearly,  making 
vaft  returns  of  profit  to  the  proprietors.  All  Europe  being  in  thofe  times  extremely  fond  of 
fpices,  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  we  are  at  prefcnt. 

The  Hollanders  now  alfo  fend  out  four  ftiips,  by  Oliver  Van  Noort,  on  a  new  adventure, 
which,  after  various  accidents,  failed  through  Magellan's  Streights  into  the  South  Sea,  and  fa 
on  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they  had  various  encounters  with  their  enemies  the  Spaniards 
and  Portugucfe  :  and  after  fome  trading  for  pepper,  they  returned  home  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  This  being  the  fourth  general  navigation  round  the  globe  ;  but  the  firft  which  had 
been  performed  by  the  Dutch. 

Bilhop  Fleetwood,  in  his  Chronicon  Preciofum,  fays,  that  in  this  year  pepper  was  fo  dear 
as  eight  Ihillijlgs  per  pound  ;  but  raifms  at  fix  pence  ;  Gafcon  wine,  two  fliillings  and  eight 
pence  per  gallon,   and  fweet  wines,  four  fliillings  per  gallon. 

In  this  fame  year  died  Philip  II.  the  renowned  monarch  of  Spain,  Portugal,  &c.  after  a  reign 
of  forty-two  years,  during  which  he  had  ftruck  terror  into  many  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  have  been,  during  his  whole  life,  the  moft  potent  monarch  of  Chrif- 

tendom. 

Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  part  v.  obferves,  *'  that  from  the  reign  of  the 
"  Emperor  Charles  V.  to  this  time,  the  Spaniards  had  a  remarkable  fuperiority  over  other 
*'  nations.  Their  language  was  fpoken  at  Paris,  at  Vienna,  at  Milan,  and  at  Turin.  Their 
**  fafliions,  their  manner  of  thinking  and  writing,  gave  them  an  afcendant  over  the  Italians  : 
*«  and,  in  fine,  Spain,  till  about  this  period,  or  fomewhat  later,  had  greater  refpeft  Ihewn  her 
*«  than  was  demonftrated  to  any  other  nation."  So  that,  from  various  reafons  which  wife 
and  knowing  men  will  eafily  find  out,  this  great  afcendancc  or  fuperiority  of  Spain,  cannot  be 
reckoned  to  have,  in  all,  lafted  fcarcely  an  entire  century  :  after  which,  France  began  to  gain  a 
fuperiority  which  the  reft  of  Europe  has  ever  fince  feen  loo  faft  increafing,  attended  with  a 
greater  degree  of  pre-eminence,  in  refpeft  to  their  language,  fafliions,  manner  of  thinking  and 
v\rriting,  &c.  than  ever  Spain  had  before  enjoyed. 
'599  "^^^  voyage  to  Archangel  was  fo  well  known,  and  fo  much  frequented  at  this  time,  that,  ac- 
cording to  Werdenhagen,  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  even  fo  far  as  from  Venice,  at  leaft  one  fliip 
annually  reforted  thither  for  commerce.  So  much  was  all  Europe,  by  this  time,  improved  in 
the  arts  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  362 — 3,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  fpecial  commiffion  from 
'  Queen  Elizabeth,  not  only  for  enquiring  into  the  complaints  of  Denmark  in  the  preceding 
year  ;  but  alfo  into  thofe  of  the  French.  The  principal  occafion  of  the  latter  being,  it  feems, 
owing  to  the  letters  of  marque  merchant  fliips,  which  the  Queen  had  licenfed  to  make  reprifals 
on  the  fliips  of  Spain;  under  which  pretence  they  had,  probably,  fometimes  made  too  free 
with  the  fliips  and  goods  of  other  nations.  Againft  which  unjuft  praftices  the  Queen,  by 
proclamation,  now  ftriftly  enjoins  all  fuch  letter  of  marque  fliips  to  give  fecurity,  before  they 
fet  fail,  not.to  injure  the  fubjefts  of  nations  in  amity  with  her. 

-    At  this  time,  according  to  the  Annals  of  the  Netherlands,  by  Grotius,  the  fea  ports  of  Hol- 
land, and  other  parts  of  the  United  Provinces,  generally  built  two  thoufand  new  fliips  every 

year. 
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1599  y^*'''     ^  thing  almoft  incredible,  did  it  not  proceed  from  fo  reputable  and  illuflrious  an  au- 
thor,  and  who  was  alfo  a  native  of  that  country. 

King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  according  to  Mezerai,  now  prohibited,  by  a  fpecial  edift,  all 
foreign  manufafturcs,  as  well  of  filk  as  of  gold  or  filver,  pure  or  mixed,  at  the  reqncfb  of  the 
merchants  of  Tours,  who  undertook  to  make  quantities  of  fuch  manufaftures  fufficient  for 
the  whole  kingdom.  Yet,  grafping  at  more  thnu  they  could  perform,  and  being  alfo  com- 
plained of  by  the  city  of  Lyons,  (juftly  ftiled  the  Golden  Gate  of  France)  as  thereby  deftroy- 
ing  their  famous  fairs,  as  well  as  leflening  the  King's  cuftoms,  that  Edift  in  favour  of  Tours 
was  revoked.  Yet,  as  PufFendorf  obferves,  thefe  new  manufaftures  of  France,  and  more 
cfpecially  that  of  filk,  afterward  drew  great  wealth  into  that  kingdom. 

1600  In  the  laft  year  of  this  century.  Queen  Elizabeth  fent  out  John  Mildenhall  over  land  from 
Condantinoplc  to  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul,  for  the  obtaining  of  certain  privileges  for  the 
Englifli  Company,  for  whom  (lie  was  then  preparing  a  charter  to  forward  their  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  in  which  he  was  long  oppofed  by  the  arts  and  prefents  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portu- 
guefc  Jefuits  at  that  court,  who  by  fuch  means  had  fo  prepoffefltd  the  Mogul  againft  the 
Englllh,  that  it  was  fome  years  before  he  could  entirely  get  the  better  of  them. 

In  the  fixtccnth  volume,  p.  395,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  fliarp  and  folid  letter  from  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark,  **  remonftrating  on  the  injufticc  of  his  peo- 
**  pie's  having  fcized  certain  Englifh  fiftiing  veflels  on  the  high  feas  northward,  remote  from 
**  land."  She  tells  that  King,  '*  that  the  high  feas  were  free  for  fiftiing  by  the  confent  of  all 
"  nations." — Such  was  her  conftant  ftilc  on  this  fubjeft.— This  feizure  was,  probably,  made 
fomewhere  near  Iceland  or  Norway,  under  pretence  of  our  people's  not  having  firfl  alked  leave 
of  the  Danifti  court,  before  they  went  to  fifh  in  thofc  feas,  agreeable  to  a  convention  for- 
merly made  with  Denmark;  all  which  kind  of  difputes,  about  the  fifhing  there,  are  long  fincc 
at  an  end. 

In  a  treatife,  pubhftied  in  the  year  1655,  entitled,  England's  Grievance  difcovered  inRela- 
lation  to  the  Coal  Trade,  that  befide  the  charters  already  mentioned,  the  town  of  Ncwcaftle 
upon  Tyne  had  charters  from  King  Henry  I.  Edward  I.  and  III.  Richard  II.  Henry  IV.  and 
Queen  Elizabeth,  the  latcft  charter  of  her's  being  in  this  year  1600  ;  wherein  the  Qneen,  in 
Englifli,  defcribes  that  noble  town,  **  as  a  town  of  merchants,  a  mart  or  market  of  great  fame, 
•*  and  ftufFed  with  a  multitude  of  merchants  dwelling  therein. — And  whereas  it  is  an  ancient 
**  town,  and  has,  time  out  of  mind,  had  a  certain  guild  or  fraternity,  called  hoft-men,  for 
**  the  difcharging  and  better  difpofing  of  fea-coals,  grind-ftoncs,  rub-ftones,  and  whet-ftones, 
*i  in  and  upon  the  river  and  port  of  Tyne,  though  not  as  yet  incorporated — She  therefore 
**'now"  (viz.  in  the  forty-third  year  of  her  reign,  though  that  book  by  miftakc  fays  the  thir- 
teenth) **  incorporates  them  by  the  name  of  the  Governor,  Stewards,  and  Brethren  of  the 
«*  Fraternity  of  Hoft-men  of  Newcaftle."  By  this  and  former  charters,  it  appears,  tliat  this 
famous  town  hid  great  jurifdiftion  on  the  river  Tyne,  from  the  fea  fevcn  miles  up  to  the  town 
and  from  the  bridge,  fevcn  miles  above  the  town,  in  point  of  navigation,  admiralty  jurifdic- 
I  tion,  fifliery,  &c. — And  alfo  that  Ncwcaftle  had  been  ferviceable  to  former  Princes  in  their 

wars,  by  fupplying  them  with  mariners  and  ftiips,  and  whofe  effential  fervices,  in  the  fame  re- 
fpe£t,  muft  be  acknowledged  at  the  time  wherein  we  now  live. 

According  to  Wheeler's  Treatife  of  Commerce,  publiflied  in  the  year  1601,  already  often 
quoted,  "  The  Company  of  Merchant-Adventurers  of  England  did,  in  thefe  times,  annually 
"  export  fixty  thoufand  white  cloths,  befide  coloured  ones  of  all  forts  fliort  and  long  j  kcrfics 
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1600  "  bayes,  cottons,  northern  dozens,  and  divers  other  kinds  of  coarfe  woollen  cloths ;  the 
"  white  cloths  alone  being  worth  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  reft  worth  four  hun- 
**  drcd  thoufand  pounds  more." 

Nevcrthelcfs,  Dr.  Davenant,  an  able  author,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  New  Dialogues, 
"  publilhed  in  the  year  1710,  p.  93,  affirms,  *•  That  the  gold  and  filvcr  coins,  at  this  time, 
**  in  England,  did  not  exceed  four  millions,  which,"  fays  he,  "  were  the  tools  we  had  to 
*•  work  with,  when  we  firft  began  to  make  a  figure  in  tlie  commercial  world,  which  was  near 
"  that  period  of  time." 

Our  own  Turkey  merchants  firft,  and  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  next,  who  had  taken 
the  lead  of  us  in  the  Eaft  India  trade,  keeping  up  the  price  of  pepper  from  eight  Ihillings  to 
four  Ihillirtgs  per  pound,  we  being  at  war  with  Spain,  and  therefore  prevented  from  getting 
fpices  from  Lift)on  at  firft  hand.  Queen  Elizabeth  now  determined  to  enter  her  people  direftly 
upon  a  commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

Accordingly,  on  the  31ft  of  December,  1600,  flie  granted  a  charter  to  George  Earl  of  Cuni'- 
berland,  and  two  hundred  and  fifteen  Knights,  Aldermen,  and  Merchants,  "  That,  at  their 
•*  own  cofts  and  charges, — they  might  fet  forth  one  or  more  voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indians,  in 
**  the  country  and  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  and  to  the  iflands  thereabouts, — divers  of  which 
"  countries,  iflands,  &c.  have  long  fithcnce  becn.difcovered  by  others  of  our  fubjefts  ; — to  be 
**  one  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of,  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Merchants  of 
**  London  trading  to  the  Eafl  Indies ; — to  have  fucccflion  ; — to  purchafe  lands  (without  limita- 
<«  tion  ;) — ^to  have  one  Governor,  and  twenty-four  perfons,  to  be  elefted  annually,  who  fhall 
"  be  called  Committees,  jointly  to  have  the  dircftion  of  the  voyages,  the  provifion  of  the 
*•  (hipping  and  merchandize,  alfo  the  fale  of  the  merchandize, 'and  the  management  of  all 
•*  other  things  belonging  to  the  faid  Company.— Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Alderman  of  London, 
**  was  to  be  the  firft  Governor,  and  a  Deputy-Governor  to  be  clefted  in  a  General  Court; 
**  both  the  Governors  and  all  the  Committees  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity. — As  alfo,  every 
**  member  fhall  take  an  oath,  before  being  admitted,  to  traffic  as  a  freeman  of  this  Company. 
*«  — The  Company,  their  fons,  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  their  apprentices,  fervants,  and 
**  faftors,  in  India,  or  elfewhere,  may,  for  fifteen  years  from  Chriftmas  laft,  freely  and  folely 
•*  trade,  by  fuch  ways  and  paflages  as  are  already  found  out,  or  which  fhall  hereafter  be  dif- 
**  covered,  into  the  countries  and  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  and  into  and  from  all  the  iflands, 
**  ports,  towns,  and  places  of  Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  or  any  of  them,  beyond  the  Cape 
**  of  Bona  Speranza  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,,  where  any  traffic  of  merchandize  may  be 
"  ufed  to  and  from  every  pf  them,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  limited  and 
**•  agreed  on  at  any  public  aflcmbly  or  general  court  of  the  Company  ;  any  ftatute,  ufage,  di-. 
**  verfity  of  religion  or  faith,  or  any  other  matter,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding  ;  fo  as  it 
**  be  not  to  any  country  already  pofleflid  by  any  Chriftian  potentate  in  amity  with  her  Majef- 
**  ty,  who  fhall  declare  the  fame  to  be  againft  his  or  their  good  liking. — Either  the  Governor 
**  or  Deputy  Governor  muft  always  be  one  in  general  aflemblies,  when  they  may  make  all 
**  rcafonable  laws,  conftitutions,  &c.  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  for  their  good  go- 
**  vernment,  by  plurality  of  voices,  and  may  punifh,  by  fines  and  imprifonment,  the  ofFen- 
**  ders  againft  their  laws. — The  Queen  grants  to  the  Company  an  exemption  from  paying  any 
**  cuftoms  for  the  firft  four  voyages  ; — and  for  cuftoms  which  fliall  afterwards  be  payable  for 
**  merchandize  from  India,  the  Company  fhall  be  allowed  to  give  their  bonds,  payable  one 
•'  half  in  fix  months,  and  the  other  half  in  fix  months  after. — For  merchandize  loft  at  fea, 

"  out- 
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1600  "  outward  bound,  the  cufioms  fhail  be  allowed  to  the  Company  out  of  the  next  cargo  (hip- 
"  ped  off. — Indian  merchandize,  that  fhall  have  paid  the  cuftoms,  may,  until  the  end  of  thir- 
**  teen  months,  be  re-exported  by  any  fubjefts,  without  paying  any  further  cuftoms. — The 
**  Company  may  export,  in  their  firft  voyage  now  preparing,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  fo- 
**  reign  coin  or  bullion,  fo  as  at  leaft  fix  thoufand  pounds  thereof  be  firft  coined  in  the 
**  Queen's  mint,  and  the  like  for  the  fubfequent  voyages,  provided  the  Company  firft  import 
**  at  leaft  fo  much  foreign  coin  or  bullion  in  gold  orfilver  into  this  realm,  of  which  fix  thou- 
•'  fand  pounds  Ihall  be  coined  as  aforefaid. — The  Company  may  fend  yearly  to  Eaft  India, 
**  fix  good  fliips  and  fix  pinnaces,  with  five  hundred  mariners,  unlefs  the  royal  navy  goes 
**  forth. — None  of  the  Queen's  fubjefts,  but  the  Company,  their  fervants,  or  affigns,  (hall 
**  refort  to  India,  without  being  licenfed  by  the  Company,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  fhips  and 
**  cargoes,  with  imprifonment,  till  the  offenders  give  one  thoufand  pounds  bond  to  the  Com- 
"  pany,  not  to  trade  thither  again. — Neverthelefs,  for  the  encouragement  of  merchant-fl rangers  • 
•*  and  others  to  bring  in  commodities  into  the  realm,  the  Queen  gives  power  to  the  Com- 
•*  pany  to  grant  licences  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  Ihe  promises  not  to  grant  leave  to 
**  any  others  to  trade  thither  during  the  Company's  term,  without  their  confent.  The  ma- 
•*  jority  of  any  general  meeting  of  the  Company  may  admit  apprentices,  fervants,  faftors, 
**  &c.  to  the  fellowfliip  or  freedom  of  the  faid  Company. — The  filver  to  be  exported  fhall  on- 
**  ly  be  fhipped  at  the  ports  of  London,  Dartmouth,  and  Plymouth,  ahd  fhall  be  duly  enter- 
*'  ed  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  without  paying  any  cuftom  for  the  fame.— Gold  and  filver 
♦'  imported  fhall  be  entered  before  the  landing  the  fame. — Provided,  that  in  cafe  this  charter. 
"  fliall  hereafter  appear  not  to  be  profitable  to  the  crown  and  realm,  then>,  upon  two  years  no- 
**  tice  to  the  Company,  their  charter  fliall  ceafe  and  determine. — But  if  othcrwife,  then  the 
**  Queen  promifes,  at  the  end  of  the  faid  fifteen  years,  upon  the  Company's  fuit,  to  grant 
**  them  a  new  charter  for  fifteen  years  longer."  This  is  the  very  fame  Eaft  India  Company, 
which,  through  many  various  viciffitudes,  ex ifted  under  the  fame  denomination  till  the  year 
1708,  when  it  was  abforbed  by  the  prcfent  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  Eafl  Indies, 

JV.  B.  The  original  fhares  fubfcribed  were  fifty  pounds  each. 

To  clofe  this  century  with  good  fortune,  we  fliall  remark,  that  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  fliips,  . 
homeward  bound,  took  polfcffion  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena,  then  uninhabited,  though,  (ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  Portugucfcj  well  ftocked  with  goats,  hogs,  and  poultry,  that 
they  might  be  fupplied  therewith,  when  obliged  at  any  time  to  ftop  there.  Here  our  Eaft 
India  Company  formed  a  fettlemcnt, — which  they  fortified,  and  held  undifturbed  till  the  year 
1673,  as  will  be  further  fhewn  under  that  year.  This  ifland  is  an  entire,  lofty  rock,  covered 
with  about  twelve  or  fifteen  inches  of  earth  on  its  furface.  As  the  wind  blows  conftantly  at 
fouth  eaft  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  this  place,  (which  is  about  twenty-two  miles  in 
compafs)  it  is  failed  to  in  about  three  weeks  without  handling  the  fails,  and  the  moderate  gale 
makes  the  voyage  very  picafint.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  this  ifle  in 
failing  from  Europe,  becaufe  of  the  conftant  fouth  eaft  wind;  wherefore,  when  a  fliio  is  fcnt 
from  England  thither,  they  are  obliged  to  make  direftly  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
thence  have  a  pleafant  paflage,  as  already  defcrlbed  to  St.  Helena. — The  great  and  only  benefit 
our* fhips  receive  from  this  ifle,  is  the  frefh  water  and  provifions  they  there  meet  with  in  their 
return  from  India,  in  the  providing  of  which  above  two  hundred  fiimilies  are  here  employed 
and  fupported. 
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SucceJJion  of  Pkinczs   in  this  Century. 


Emperors  0/  Germany. 

RODOLPH  11.    to       -  161I 

Matthias,  to    -  1618 

Ferdinand  II.  to  1636 

Ferdinand  III.  to  1656 

Leopold,  to        -  1700 
and  beyond. 


Czar  of  Rujfia, 
Peter  the  Great,    \ 

from  1682,  to       ]  ^700 
and  beyond. 


Kings  of  Sweden* 

SiGISMUKD,    to 

Charles  IX.  to 
GusTAvus  Adol- 

PHUS,   to 

Christiana,  to 
Charles  X.  Gus- 

TAVUS,   to 

Charles  XI.  to     - 
Charles  XII.  to 
and  beyond. 


] 
1 


1604 
1611 

1632 

1654 
1660 

i6g7 
1700 


Kings  of  England  and  Scotland. 


] 


Elizabeth,  to 
James  I.  to 
Charles  I.  to 

II.  to 

James  II.  to 
William  and 
Mary,  to 
William  III.  to 
and  beyond. 

Kings  of  Denmark. 
Christian  IV.  to 
Frederick  III.  to 
Christian  V.  to 
Frederick  IV.  to 
and  beyond. 

Kings  of  Poland. 
SiGISMUND,  King  of  1 

Sweden,  to  j 

Uladislaus  VI.  to 
John  Casimir,  to 
Michael  Wisno- 

WISKI,   to 

John  Sobieski,  to 
Augustus  II.  to 
and  beyond. 


1603 
1625 
1649 
1685 
1688 

1694 

1700 


1649 
1670 
1699 
1700 


} 


1632 

1647 
1670 

1673 

1696 
1700 


Kings  of  France. 
Henry  I V .  to 
Louis  XIII.  to. 
Louis  XIV.  to      - 
and  beyond. 


Kings  of  Spain. 

Philip  III.  to 
Philip  IV.  to 
Charles  II.  to 


} 


1610 

1643 
1700 


1621 

1665 

1700 


Kings  of  Portugal. 

Philip  III.  of 

Spain,  to 
John,  to       -         - 
Alphonso,  to 
Peter,  to 

and  beyond. 


1640 

1651 
1.667 

1700 


The  character   of    the   SEVENTEENTH   CENTURY. 

This  century  may  be  truly  faid,  from  its  very  commencement,  nearly  to  approach  to  a  re - 
iemblance  of  modern  times,  whether  confidcred  in  a  commercial  or  a  political  light ;  either  in 
refpeft  of  riches,  knowledge,  or  religion.  In  general,  it  will  be  feen,  that  towards  the  clofe 
of  it,  commerce  gradually  advanced  to  almoft  its  very  zenith  of  perfeftion.  Navigation,  ma- 
thematical, manufa<Elural,  nautical,  and  mechanical  arts ;  agriculture,  architeflure,  and  planta- 
tions, are  almoft  marveloufly  improved. — The  interefts  of  the  feveral  kingdoms  and  ftates  of  Eu- 
rope are  more  intimately  inveftigated,  and  better  underftood  than  in  any  former  age. — Almoft  all 
the  commercial,  banking,  and  metallic  companies  of  Europe  are  eftabliihed  nearly  as  at  prcfcnt 
fubfifting  :  the  great  and  principal  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  England  and  Holland  is  efFefted. 
The  Hans-towns  lofe  their  trade  more  and  more  to  the  Dutch  and  Englifti. — The  Turkifh 
naval  ftrength  begins  to  decline. — The  trade  from  the  feveral  countries  of  Europe  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  is  brought  to  great  maturity,  efpecially  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  who,  to  the  very  clofe 
of  this  century,  may  be  faid  to  poflcfs  much  the  greateft  part  of  the  naval  commerce  of  Eu- 
rope.— Naval  architefture  is  alfo  brought  to  great  perfeftion, — The  general  balance  of  national 

commerce 
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x6oi  commerce  Is  better  underftood  ;  though,  very  probably,  it  will  never  be  reducible  to  a  direft 

demonftration. — Commercial  treaties  between  different  nations  are  more  fully  comprehended  in 
this  century,  and  are  found  to  be  of  the  laft  importance  to  their  mutual  profperity. — The  impor- 
tance of  the  low  intereft  of  money,  and  the  true  intrinfic  value  of  coin,  is  much  better  and 
more  generally  known,  than  at  former  periods. — Many  new  inventions  and  projefts  are  fet  on 
foot. — The  fuburbs  of  London  are  greatly  enlarged  every  way,  from  the  great  increafe  of  the 
commerce  of  England. — Legal  intereft  of  money  in  England  is  reduced. — The  excellent  navi- 
gation aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament  is  afterwards  legally  confirmed,  as  being  founded  on  juft 
principles,  and  various  improvements  are  at  different  times  made  therein. — Many  excellent 
new  produftions  are  brought  to  England,  and  naturalized  there. — England's  moft  excellent 
Royal  Society,  for  the  improvement  of  natural  knowledge,  is  eftabliflied,  and  followed  by  thofc 
of  feveral  other  nations. — The  revenue  of  England  is  vaftly  increafed,  as  is  alfo  its  royal  navy 
and  mercantile  (hipping,  and  likewife  all  its  manufaftures. — New  Engliih  plantations  formed 
in  America,  and  the  old  ones  much  improved. — France  alfo  is  greatly  improved  in  commerce, 
manufaftures,  colonies,  and  fliipping. — Many  unfuccefsful  expeditions  arc  attempted  from 
Europe,  for  finding  the  north-weft  and  north-caft  pafTages  to  China  and  India. — Money- 
banking  takes  its  original  eftabliihment  and  increafe  in  England  ;  and  commercial  liberty  is 
alfo  legally  and  firmly  eftablifhed  there. — France,  by  the  wicked  and  impolitic  perfecution 
and  expulfion  of  her  Proteftant  fubjefts,  makes  great  alterations  in  favour  of  the  commerce 
and  manufaftures  of  moft  countries  of  Europe. — England  makes  a  great  and  fuccefsful  refor- 
mation of  her  filver  coin. — Peter,  the  firft  grCat  Monarch  of  Ruffia,  makes  vaft  improvements 
in  his  extenfive  empire. — And  almoft  every  partof  Chriftendom,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  cen- 
tury, is  endeavouring  to  pufli  into  commerce  and  manufaftures  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
commerce  and  Ihipping  of  England  continue  very  vifibly  to  profper  and  increafe. 

i6oi  The  very  laft  day  of  the  fixtecnth  century  having  given  birth  and  form  to  the  firft  Englifh 
Eaft  India  Company,  the  members  thereof  immediately  raifed  the  fum  of  feventy-two  thou- 
fand  pounds,  though  not  in  one  joint  ftock  or  common  capital,  as  in  fucceeding  times,  there 
having  been  no  joint  ftock  in  this  company  till  the  year  161 3.  They,  this  year,  fent  out  their 
firft  fleet  for  India,  commanded  in  chief  by  Captain  James  Lancafter ;  having  one  fhip  of  fix 
hundred  tons,  one  of  three  hundred,  two  of  two  hundred  each,  and  one  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons,  as  viftualler  to  the  whole  fleet,  carrying  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  twen- 
ty-feven  thoufand  pounds  in  money  and  goods,  the  remainder  of  the  faid  fcventy-two  thou- 
fand  pounds  being  entirely  abforbed  in  the  purchafe  of  thcfe  (hips,  and  for  artillery,  ammu- 
nition, provifions,  &cc.     But  Queen  Elizabeth  did  not  live  to  fee  the  return  of  this  voyage. 

At  Achen,  in  the  ifle  of  Sumatra,  they  laded  pepper  for  fome  of  their  (hips ;  but  not  meeting 
with  enough,  and  failing  thence  for  the  Strait  of  Malacca,  they  found  lading  enough,  by  their 
capture  of  a  Portuguefe  fliip  of  nine  hundred  tons,  laden  with  calicoes,  &c.  and  failing  from 
thence  to  Bantam,  they  delivered  Queen  Elizabeth's  letter  and  prefents  to  its  King,  as  they 
had  before  done  to  the  King  of  Achen  ;  and  from  both  thofe  Kings  they  received  letters  and 
prefents  in  return  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  had  alfo  privileges  granted  to  our  company  by  botli 
Kings.  So,  having  fettled  faftor^s  at  Bantam,  they  failed  homeward,  and  arrived  in  the 
Downs  in  September,  1603,  having  made  this  firft  voyage  very  profperoully  in  two  years  and 
feven  months. 

Sir 
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lOoi  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  obfervcs,  that  even  before  Queen  Elizabeth's 
death,  and  upon  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fending  out  their  firft  fleet,  juft  mentioned,  that 
trade  was  written  againft  in  England,  and  was  alfo  briefly  anfwcrcd,  under  the  following 
heads,  viz. 

I.  It  is  exhaufting  our  treafurc. 

*'  Anfwered. — We  may,  by  this  trade,  draw  as  much  filver  from  other  countries  as  we  fend 
**  to  India."     This  has  been  fince  amply  verified. 

II.  It  will  deftroy  our  mariners,  by  the  great  diflFcrencc  of  climates. 

**  Anfwered. — As  long  voyages  breed  the  beft  mariners,  this  of  Eaft  India  will  rather  in- 
^*  creafc  than  diminifli  their  number. 

III.  It  will  be  the  decay  of  our  fhipping  by  the  worms,  unlefs  fheathed  with  lead. 

**  Anfwered. — So  far  from  this,  it  will  be  the  incrcafe  of  our  ihipping,  by  maintaining  eight 
"  or  nine  fhips,  each  of  one  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  tons,  which  are  larger  than  any  wc 
**  now  ufe,  and  which,  on  occafion,  may  be  of  greater  fervice  to  the  nation  than  all  the  other 
**  fhipping  of  London. 

IV.  It  will  obftruA  the  vent  of  our  woollen  cloth,  in  return  for  which  we  now  take  fpices, 
&c.  from  Turkey,  which  our  Eaft  India  trade,  bringing  more  cheap  to  us,  will  prevent. 

"  Anfwered. — This  inconvenience  will  fall  alone  on  the  Turkey  Company,  whofc  fpices, 
**  &c.  come  to  us  at  the  third  hand,  whereas  they  will  now  come  to  us  at  the  firft  hand  from 
*•  India, 

V.  With  refpeft  to  the  objeflion,  that  more  fpices  will  be  brought  home  than  we  can  vend  ; 
*'  Anfwered. — Our  own  nation,  the  Eaft  Country,  and  Ruflia,  will  confume  more  than  wc 

"  can  bring  home.** 

VI.  It  was  alfo  objefted,  that  the  fource  of  our  Eaft  India  trade  was  the  fecret  malice  of 
*'  feme  againft  the  Turkey  Company. 

'*  Anfwered. — If  the  Eaft  India  trade  proves  beneficial,  it  ought  to  be  purfucd,  without  re- 
**  gardlng  private  grudges  ;  and  men  would  not  venture  fuch  great  flocks  in  it,  if  they  did  not 
**  think  it  would  anfvver." 

**  To  thefe  objeftions,"  fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  *'  the  anfwers  arc,  in  general,  juft,  after 
*'  twenty-five  years  experience;  (he  firft  wrote  his  Naval  Trafls  in  the  year  1625}  but,  he 
adds*,  '*  that  the  bane  of  that  trade,  in  his  time,  was, 

**  I.  The  company  having  treble  the  number  of  eight  or  nine  Ihips,  at  firft  propofed  for 
«'  this  trade,  which  was  thereby  overcharged. 

**  II.   For  the  fame  reafon,  the  prices  of  Eaft  India  merchandize  were  enhanced  there. 

'*  III.  It  drew  mighty  ftocks  of  money  to  maintain  it ;  whereby  all  the  kingdom  imputed 

**  the  fcarcity  of  money  to  it." 

With  refpeft  to  the  anfwers  exhibited  to  the  fix  objcftions  againft  an  Eaft  India  trade,  wc 
may  briefly  obferve,  that  the  anfwcr  to  the  firft  is,  in  our  days,  put  much  ftrongcr,  viz.  That 
the  re-exportation  of  Eaft  India  goods  brings  back  a  much  greater  balance  from  foreign  na- 
tions than  all  the  bullion  we  fend  to  India.  And  with  relation  to  the  fifth,  the  Dutch 
Company  having  foon  after  maftercd  the  coafts  of  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  in  which  alone  by  far  the 
beft  cinnamon  is  produced  ;  and  the  ifle  of  Amboyna  being  the  beft  for  cloves  ;  and  the  Mo- 
lucca ifles  for  nutmegs  and  mace,  the  Englifli  Company  have  long  fince  been  excluded  from 
thofe  fpices  at  the  firft  hand  ;  only  pepper  abounding  in  fo  many  different  parts  of  India,  our 
company  muft  ever  deal  largely  in  that  fpice,  as  it  ever  will  probably  be  in  moft  general  de- 
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l6oi  mattd  all  over  the  world,  by  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  people.  Yet  it  is  confeiled,  that  the 
ailertion  in  the  anfwer  to  the  fixth  objeftion,  is  far  from  being  conclufive,  with  rcfpeft  to  the 
general  benefit;  fincc  there  may  be  various  branches  of  commerce  very  beneficial  to  the  mer- 
chant, which  may  be,  at  the  fame  time,  pernicious  to  the  public. 

As  the  trade  from  England  to  Eaft  India,  is  become  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  public, 
and  employs  fo  vaft  a  capital,  we  (hall  throughout  the  remaining  part  of  our  work  take  fpccial 
cognizance  of  all  debates  and  reafonings  for  and  againft  it,  and  of  all  the  material  alterations 
and  changes  in  it. 

Till  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,  Angelius  a  Werdcnhagen,  already  fo  often 
quoted,  obfcrves,  vol.  ii.  part.  6,  p.  19,  "  Th^tfome  of  the  Hans-towns  made  regular  annual 
**  voyages  up  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  as  far  as  Venice ;  and  more  particularly  the  Hamburgh^ 
**  ers,  to  their  great  profit,  fo  long  as  the  Dutch  abftained  from  that  trade.  But  when  once 
**  thofe  of  Amfterdam  engaged  in  that  trade,  they  quite  wormed  the  Hanfcatics  out  of  it;  fo 
**  that  at  length  tlie  Hamburghers  had  no  other  trade  left  to  them  with  Venice,  but  to  fell  their 
*'  large  (hips  there,  and  then  to  return  home  over  land."  This  author  farther  fays,  **  that  they 
*'  formcily  traded  alfo  to  Florence,  Genoa,  and  Medina,  for  filk,  in  exchange  for  their  corn. 
**  And  the  (hips  of  Lubeck,  Wifmar,  and  Straelfund,  were  then  alfo  wont  to  frequent  the 
**  ports  of  Spain,  till  fupplanted  therein  alfo  by  the  more  dextrous  Hollanders."   ' 

Wheeler,  the  advocate  for,  and  fccretary  to  the  merchant- adventurers  company  of  England, 
and  the  antagonift  of  the  Hanfeatics,  and  who  wrote  in  this  year  1601,  pleafes  himfelf  not  a 
little,  "  that  the  latter  were  then  fo  much  decayed  in  power  and  ftrength,  as  that  the  (late 
**  need  not  greatly  to  fear  them. — For  as  the  caufes  which  made  the  Hans-towns  of  eftimation 
and  account  in  old  times,  were  the  multitude  of  their  fliipping  and  fea  trade,  whereby  they 
ftored  all  countries  with  their  eaftern  commodities,  (/.  e  naval  (lores,  flax,  hemp,  liaen, 
iron,  copper,  corn,  &c.)  and  ferved  Princes  turns  with  their  large  and  (lout  (hips  in  time  of 
war ;  we  (hall  find  at  this  time,  that  they  have  in  a  manner  loft  both  the  one  and  the  other  long 
•*  ago,  when  compared  with  what  they  formerly  were.  And  if  her  Majefty  fhould  forbid  all  trade 
**  into  Spain,  after  the  example  of  other  Princes,  they  would,  in  a  (hort  time,  be  quit  of  the 
**  reft ;  for  that  trade  is  their  chiefeft  fupport  at  this  inflant. — Befides,  of  the  feventy-two  con- 
**  federate  Hans -towns,  fo  much  vaunted  of,  what  remains  almoft  but  the  report?  And  tbo(c 
**  which  remain,  and  appear  by  their  deputies,  when  there  is  any  aflembly,  arc  they  able,  unlefs 
**  with  much  ado,  to  bring  up  the  charges  and  coj^ributions,  &c.  for  the  defence  and  maui- 
*'  tenance  of  their  league,  privileges,  and  trade,  in  foreign  parts  and  at  home  ?  Surely  no  :— 
**  For  moft  of  their  teeth  are  out,  and  the  reft  hut  loofe,  &c." 

The  chief  aim  of  this  fenfible  author  was,  to  confute  the  allegations  of  the  Hans-towns  at 
the  German  diet,  that  the  company  of  Merchant-adventurers  was  a  proper  monopoly ;  as  well 
as  the  attempts  at  home  of  the  feparate  traders,  who  were  equally  that  company's  opponents. 

We  have,  in  the  preceding  century,  feen  both  Engli(h  and  Dutch,  not  only  vifiting  the 
Eaft  Indies,  but  navigating  round  the  terraqueous  globe  :  but  tlie  (rrft  account  we  meet  with 
of  any  French  (hips  fitted  out  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  is  in  this  year  1601 ;  when  a  company  of 
merchants  of  St.  Malocs  fent  two  (hips  thither ;  one  of  which  was  eaft  away  at  the  Maldivian 
iflcs.  Laval,  who  writes  this  account,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  crew,  were  faved,  but  were  kept 
prifoners  there  fome  time,  and  afterwards  got  home  to.France :  but  he  gives  no  account  of  the 
fuccefs  of  the  other  (hip. 

Vol,  II.  C  c  Although 
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1601  Although  what  we  have,  in  different  parts  of  this  work,  already  exhibited,  concerning 
the  Englifh  merchant-adventurers  company,  may  feem  fuf&ient  to  explain  its  nature,  as  being 
merely  what  is  known  in  England  by  the  name  of  a  Regulated  Company,  yet  we  tliought  a 
farther  authentic  defcription  of  it,  by  Wheeler,  their  fecretary,  already  frequently  mentioned 
and  quoted,  might,  once  for  all,  be  acceptable  :  viz. 

**  The  company  confifts  of  a  great  number  of  wealthy  merchants  of  divers  great  cities^ 
**  and  maritime  towns,  &c.  in  England  j  viz.  London,  York,  Norwich,  Exeter,  Ipfwich^ 
**  Newcaftle,  Hull,  &c.  Thefe  of  old  time  linked  themfelves  togetlier,  for  the  cxcrcife  of 
**  merchandize,  by  trading  in  cloth,  kerfies,  and  all  other,  as  well  Englifli  as  foreign  com« 
"  modities,  vendible  abroad ;  whereby  they  brought  much  wealth  home  to  tlieir  refpeftive 
**  places  of  refidencc.  Their  limits  are,  the  towns  and  ports  lying  between  the  river  of 
.*'  Somme  in  France,  and  along  all  the  coafls  of  the  Netherlands  and  Germany,  within  the 
*^  German  Sea :  not  into  all  at  once,  at  each  man's  pleafure,  but  into  one  or  two  towns  at 
*^  moft  within  the  faid  bounds,  which  they  commonly  call  the  mart  town  or  towns,  becaufe 

there  only  they  ftapled  their  commodities,  and  put  them  to  fale,  and  thence  only  they 

brought  fuch  foreign  wares  as  England  wanted,  and  which  were  brought  from  far  by  mer- 
**  chants  of  divers  nations,  flocking  thither  to  buy  and  fell  as  at  a  fair.  The  merchant-ad- 
**  venturers  do  annually  export  at  leaft  fixty  thoufand  white  cloths,  worth  at  leaft  fix  hundred 
<'  thoHfand  pounds,   and  of  coloured  cloths  of  all  forts,  kerfies,  bayes,  cottons,  northern 

dozens,  and  other  coarfe  cloths,  forty  thoufand  cloths  more,  worth  four  hundred  thoufand 

pounds,  in  all  one  million  fterling ;  befide  what  goes  to  the  Netherlands  from  England  of 
*'  woolfelsy  lead,  tin,  fafFrpn,  coney  ikins,  leather,  tallow,  alabafter,  corn,  beer,  &c. — And 
*^  our  company  imported,  viz.  of  the  Dutch  and  German  merchants,  Rhenifh  wines,  fuftians, 
**  copper,  Heel,  hemp,  onion  feed,  iron  and  copper  wire,  latten,  kettles,  pans,  linen,  har- 
**  nefs,  faltpetre,  gunpowder,  and  all  things  made  at  Nurenburg,"  i.  e,  fuch  as  toys,  fmall 
iron  ware,  &c.     '**  Of  the  Italians,  all  forts  of  filks,  velvets,  cloth  of  gold,  &c.     Of  the 

Eaflerlings,  naval  {lores,  furs,  foap,  afhes,  &c.-   Of  the  Fortuguefe,' fpices  and  drugs. 
With  the  Spaniih  and  French  they,"  i.  e.  the  Staple  of  Antwerp,  "  had  not  much  to  do, 
*'  by  reafon  that  our  Englifh  merchants  have  had  a  great  trade  diredly  to  France  and  Spain, 

and  fo  ferve  England,  diredly  from  thence  with  the  commodities  of  thofe  two  countries. 

Of  the  Netherlanders  they  buy  all  kinds  of  manufaftures,  tapeftry,  buckrams,  white  thread, 
**  incle,  linen,  cambrics,  lav/n,  madder,  &c.  Philip  the  Good,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and 
*'  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  the  founder  of  the  order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  gave  the 
"  Fleece  for  the  badge  of  that  order,  in  confideration  of  the  great  revenue  accruing  to  him 
*'  from  the  tolls  and  cufloms  of  our  wool  and  woollen  cloth." 

After  many  incifeftual  laws  ena£ted  in  England,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  it  was  not  till 
this  forty-third  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  that  a  law  pafied,  cap.  ii.  for  nearly  the  prefent 
method  of  colleAing  the  poors  rates,  by  over feers  in  every  parifli.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the 
various  alterations  and  amendments  which  our  laws  relative  to  the  poor  have  undergone,  it  is 
ftill  the  great  complaint,  even  at  this  day,  of  every  obferving  perfon,  that  the  poor  might  be 
taken  care  of  at  a  much  lower  expence  than  by  the  prefent  method ;  and  that  the  fhameful 
nuifance  of  common  beggars  and  vagabonds,  might  alfo  be  efFedually  prevented,  were  a  fo- 
lemn  committee  of  gentlemen  and  merchants,  with  one  or  two  able  and  honeft  lawyers,  to 
undertake  the  truly  arduous,  though  not  abfolutely  impracticable  taik,  with  patience  and  fteady 
refolution. 

In 


4C 


k 


OF      THB      ORIGIN      OP      COM  MERC  £< 


203 


A.  D. 

160I 


In  this  fame  year,  thirteen  fliips  failed  from  Amfterdam  for  Eaft  India,  and  returned,  after 

various  adventures,  in  fafety  home. 

In  this  year,  1601,  we  have  ailatute  of  the  forty-third  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  xli.  for 

awarding  commiflions  to  hear  and  determine  policies  of  aflTurance  made  among  merchants. — la 

the  preamble  to  which  ftatute  arc  the  following  words  :  •*  whereas  it  hath  been  time  out  of 
mind  an  ufage  amongil  merchants,  both  of  this  realm  and  of  foreign  nations,  when  they 
make  any  great  adventure,  (fpecially  into  remote  parts)  to  give  fome  confideration  of  money 
to  other  perfons,  which  commonly  are  in  no  fmall  number,  to  have  from  them  afTurance 
made  of  their  goods,  merchandizes,  fhips,  and  things  adventlired,  or  fome  part  thereof,  at 
fuch  rates,  and  in  fuch  fort,  as  the  parties  aiTurers  and  the  parties  alTured,  can  agree;  which 
courfc  of  dealing  is  commonly  termed  a  Policy  of  Affurance ;  by  means  of  which,  it  com- 
eth  to  pafs,  upon  the  lofs  or  perifliing  of  any  Ihip,  there  foUoweth  not  the  undoing  of  any 
man,  but  the  lofs  lighteth  rather  eafily  upon  many,  than  heavily  upon  few  ;  and  rather  up- 
on them  that  adventure  not,  than  upon  thofe  that  adventure ;  whereby  all  merchants,  fpe- 
cially of  the  younger  fort,  are  allured  to  venture  more  willingly  sfnd  more  freely.  And 
whereas  heretofore,  fuch  aflurers  have  ufed  to  ftand  fo  juftly  and  precifely  upon  their  cre- 
dits, as  few  or  no  controverfies  have  rifen  thereupon ;  and  if  any  have  grown,  the  fame 
have  from  time  to  time  been  ended  and  ordered  by  certain  grave  and  difcrect  merchants,  ap- 
pointed by  tlic  Lord  Mayor  of  London. — Until  of  late  years,  that  divers  perfons  have  with- 
drawn themfelves  from  that  arbitrary  courfe ;  and  have  fought  to  draw  the  parties  aflured  to 
feek  their  monies  of  every  feveral  aflurer,  by  fuits  commenced  in  her  Majefty's  courts,  to 
their  grfeat  charges  and  delays,"  For  remedy  whereof,  it  was  nowenafted,  **  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  Keeper,  do  award  one  general  or  (landing  yearly  commiffion,  for  the  de- 
termining of  caufes  on  policies  of  alTurances,  fuch  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  (hall  be  entered 
within  the  office  of  alTurances  within  the  city  of  X^or^don. — This  commiffion  to  confift  of 
the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Recorder  of  London,  two  dodtors  of  the  civil  law;  two 
common  lawyers,  and  eight  difcrect  ijnerchants,  or  to  any  five  of  them. — Which  commif- 
fion (hall  have  authority  to  deterrtiine  all  caufes  concerning  policies  of  affurance  in  a  fum- 
mary  way; — who  fhall  fummon  the  parties; — examine  witnefles  upon  oath,  and  imprifon 
difobeycrs  of  their  decrees.  They  (hall  meet  weekly  at  the  office  of  infurance,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  for  the  execution  of  their  commiffion,  without  fee  or  reward.— 
And  any  fuch  as  may  think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  their  determinations,  may,,  in  two 
months,  exhibit  his  bill  in  Chancery  for  a  re-examination  of  fuch  decree, — provided  the 
complainant  do  firft  lay  down  to  the  faid  commiffioners  the  fum  awarded ;  and  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  Keeper  may  either  reverfe  or  affirm  the  firft  decree,  according  to  equity  and 
confcience  :  and  if  he  decrees  againft  the  aiTurers,  double  cofts  fhall  be  awarded  to  the  af- 
fured.  Laftly,  no  commiifioner  fhall  be  either  afTurer  or  aflured." 
This  law  fufficiently  dcmonftrated,  that  at  this  time  there  was  a  grcj^t  increafe  of  foreign 

commerce  in  England. 

Affurance,  or  infurance  of  fhips  and  merchandize  on  the  Teas,  is  of  great  antiquity,  even  as 

far  back  as  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius  Csfar. 

The  fea  laws  of  Oleron,  as  far  back  as  in  the  year  1 194,  treat  of  it. 

It  feems  to  have  been  in  ufe  in  England,  upon  the  revival  of  commerce,  fomewhat  earlier 

than  on  the  continent.     "  And  Antwerp,  though  in  its  meridian  glory,  learned  it  from  Eng- 
land.    **  And  whereas,"  fays  Malynes's  Lex  Mercatoria,  **  the  meetings  of  merchants  in 

C  c  ci         X  *'  London 
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1601  **  London  were  held  in  Lombard -ftreet,  (fo  called  becaufe  certain  Italians  of  Lombardy  kept 
**  there  a  Pawn-houfe  or  Lombard,  long  before  the  Royal  Exchange  was  built)  all  the  policies 
**  of  infurances  at  Antwerp,  which  then  were,  and  now  (1622}  yet  are  made,  do  make  men- 
^'  tion,  that  it  ihall  be  in  all  things  concerning  the  faid  aflurances,  as  was  accuftomed  to  be 
'*  done  in  Lombard^ftreet,  in  London ;  which  is  imitated  alfo  in  other  places  of  the  Low 
**  Countries." 

In  the  fixtccnth  volume,  p.  408,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  Jiave  a  record  taken  from  the  Cotton 
lib^ry ;  being  a  letter  from  the  fenate  and  confuls  of  Staden,  to  fome  great  man  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  court,  (not  named)  **  requcfting  him  to  affure  that  Queen  of  their  readincfs  again 
**  to  receive  the  Englifli  merchant-adventurers  to  rcfidc  in  their  town,  as  formerly  they  did  ; 
'*  provided  there  be  no  monopoly,  or  college  (as  they  llile  it)  of  the  faid  merchant-advcntu- 
**  rers ;  fihcc  they  have  learned  from  the  Imperial  court,  that  they  are  there  become  more  fa- 
**  vourable  towards  the  Englilh;  and  that  it  is  the  monopoly  alone  which  the  Emperor's  man- 
**  date  {truck  at,  as  what  the  Hanfeatics  oppofed. — In  the  mean  time,  all  Englilh  merchants^ 
"  in  general  may  freely  refort  to  Suden."  Thefe  Hanfeatics  complained  with  a  very  ill  grace 
againfi  monopolies,  who  for  three  centuries  pall  had  been  the  gi*eateft  monopolills  in  Europe* 
Wherefore  this  letter  from  Staden  feems  to  have  been  merely  a  complimental  one. 

In  p.  414  to  421,  of  thq  lixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  the  wars  of  Ireland  having  drained 
much  of  the  money  of  England,  Queen  Elizabeth  thought  it  beft  to  coin  Ihillings,  lix-pences, 
three-pences,  and  halfpence,  of  a  bafer  allay  than  tlie  Englilh  fterling  coins,  which  Ihe  fent 
into  Ireland,  as  the  only  proper  coins  to  pafs  there. — And  Ihe  alfo  erefted  an  ofiice  of  exchange 
between  England  and  Ireland,  for  exchanging  the  faid  new  money  with  fterling  monies  of 
England  ;-^appointing  the  cities  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Chefter,  in  England  ;  and  Dublin, 
Cork,  Galway,  and  Carickfergus,  in  Ireland,  to  be  places  where  the  offices  of  exchange  were 
to  be  kept,  and  where  twenty  Ihillings  Englilh  money  were  to  be  exchanged  for  twenty-one 
Ihillings  Irilh. 

In  this  fame  year,  1601,  King  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  an  able  and  penetrating  Prince, 
publilhed  an  edift  for  reducing  the  public  or  national  intereft  of  money  in  that  kingdom,  down 
to  fix  and  one-quarter  per  cent.     That  King  therein  obferves, 

**  L  That  high  intereft  had  ruined  many  good  and  ancient Tioules. 

**  II.  That  it  had  obftru£ted  both  commerce,  tillage,  and  manufactures;  many  perfons, 
**  thrbugh  the  facility  of  their  gain  by  ufury,  or  intereft  of  money,  choofing  rather  to  live- 
**  idly  in  good  towns,  on  their  income  arifing  therefrom,  than  to  labour  in  tlic  more  painful 
•*  employments  in  liberal  arts,  or  in  hulbandry." 

One  would  naturally  have  apprehended,  that  England,  a  nation  now  of  conliderable  com* 
merce,  Ihould  have  feen  the  great  ufefulnels  of  low  inttreft  for  money,  fooner  than  France 
would  have  perceived  it :  yet  the  faft  was  quite  otherwife ;  for  our  intereft  was  net  reduced 
from  ten  to  eight,,  till  the  year  1624;  ^or  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent,  till  fifty  years  after  this 
time.  Thus,  fometimes  we  find  one  nation  of  people  wifer  in  fome  particular  matter  than 
another,  from  whom,  we  ihould*  mere  rcafoiiably  and  naturally  have  expefted  it;  juft  as  we 
fee  one  particular  perfon  often  excel,  in  one  certain  ^int,  another  perfon,  who,  in  other  re* 
fpe6ts,  may  generally  far  exceed  him  in  abilities. 

The  wife  and  penetrating  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England^  'Cver  ready  to  rcdrefs  the  grievances 
of  her  people,  had  heard  of  numerous  complaints  againft  monopolies,  which,  in  this  fame  year, 
1 60 1,  were  come  to  a  great  height,  and  were  petitioned  againft  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons : 

whereupon, 
•       t 
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1601  whereupon,  before  fhc  was  aSually  addrefled,  fhe  readily  annulled  mod  of  thofe  grants,  leav- 
ing the  reft  to  the  due  courfe  of  law  ;  which  drew  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  her  from  the  Houfc 
of  Commons. 

We  have  (hewn  under  the  year  1597,  that  the  Scots  had  gradually  brought  their  coins  of 
pounds,  Ihillings  and  pence,  down  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  value  of  thofc  denominations  in  Eng- 
land. And  in  this/ame  vear  i6ci,  according  to  the  late  accurate  Mr,  Ruddiman,  in  his  Pre- 
fatio  ad  Anderfoni  Thefaurum,  Diplomatum,  et  Numifmatum  Scotiae.  Edinburgi,  1739, 
folio,  the  final  and  fixed  fettlement  was  made  of  the  proportion  between  the  coins,  or  rather 
denominations  of  coins  of  the  two  Britifli  nations.  *'  For,  by  an  order  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
**  cil  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1601,  all  the  coins  of  Scotland  were  called  into  the  mint,  and 
**  recoined  into  new  fpecies  ;  the  gold  into  the  finenefs  of  twenty-two  carrats,  and  the  filver 
«  of  eleven  pennyweights.  Out  of  an  ounce  of  gold  of  this  new  coin  they  coined  thirty-fix 
**  of  their  nominal  pounds  ;  and  out  of  an  ounce  of  filver,  they  coined  three  Scotilh  pounds, 
**  or  fixty  (hillings  Scotifh  money  :  fo  that  now  the  proportion  between  Englifli  and  Scotilh 
**  money  was  as  twelve  is  to  one.  And  fuch  it  remained  to  the  happy  union  of  the  two  king- 
**  doms,  in  the  year  1707,  when  all  the  money  of  Scotland  was  called  in,  and  coined  into 
**  Englifh  or  fterling  money.  By  that  determination,  or  order  of  Council,  we  alfo  fee,  that 
**  the  proportion  between  gold  and  filver  in  Scotland  was  then  alfo  as  twelve  is  to  one." 

*^  Thus,*'  continues  Ruddiman,  "  the  money  of  Scotland  was  gradually" raifcd  in  its  ex- 
**  trinfic  value  to  no  lefs  than  thirty-fix  times  its  original  value,. ia the  reign  of  their  King 
«^  David  theFirft;  whilft  the  Englilh  money,  from  the  Norman  conqueft,  when  a  pound  in 
**  tale  was  a  pound,  or  twelve  ounces  in  weight,  has  been  raifbd  to  only  about  three  times  that 
*^  original  value." 

**  And  the  money  of  France  lias  been. gradually  incrcafffd  in  nominal  value,  fince  the  time 
**  of  Charlemagne,  when  twenty  lhilling§,  or  fols  French,  weighed  a  pound  or  twelve  ounces, 
**  to  above  fixty  times  its  otiginal  value,/..^.  a  livre,  or  nominal  pound  French,  which  fcarce- 
**  ly  now  contains  a  fixtieth  part  of  its  original  quantity  of  filver.  And  if  we  were  ftrifily  to 
**  fearch  into  tlie  ftatc  of  the  money  of  other  European  nations,  as  the  Germans,  Dutch, 
**  Italians,  we  fbould  find  that  very  great  changes  have  alfo  happened  as  to  the  prefent  no- 
**  minal  value  of  the  coins,  compared  to  what  they  originally  were. 

*'  The  caufes  of  thofc  great  alterations  have  been  various  ;  fuch  as, 

"  I.  The  ncceffity  or  covctoufnefs  of  Princes,  who  caufed  a  greater  quantity  of  allay,  or 
**  bafe  metal,  to  be  mixed  with  the  filver  in  coining,  than  was  juft. 

"  11.  The  over- valuing  of  gold  in  refpeft  of  filver.  For,  inflance,  if  in  Scotland,  gold 
**  was  more  valuable  than  in  England,  France,  and  other  countries,  then  would  their. filver 
••  monies  be  exported  to  thofe  countries,  to  exchange  for  gold  ;  which  exportation  caufes  an 
**  increafeof  the  value  of  the  filver  coins. 

*-^  IIL  Another  caufe  of  the  enhancing  the  nominal  value  of  the  Scotifh  money,  was  the 
<«  free  currency  permitted  to  all  manner  of  foreign  coins,  of  various  goodnefs  and  allav ;  where- 
*♦  by  the  people  were  not  readily  able  to  judge  of  their  value,  and  therefore  often  over-valued 
**  their  own  coins. 

•*  IV.  On  the  other  hand,  it  fometimes  happened,  that  the  Scots  having  a  fcarcity  of  mo- 
**  ney  of  their  own,  and  therefore  fupplyingthemfelves  with  the  coins  of  foreign  nations,  did 
«*  over- value  thofe  foreign  coins,,  which  depreffcd  the  value  of  their  own  coin,  and  which  was 

*'  therefore 
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therefore  exported  to  foreign  countries ;  whereby,  in  the  end,  thofe  coins  of  their  own 
"  were  raifcd  higher  than  they  fhould  have  been. 

"  V.  A  fifth  caufe  of  enhancing  the  value  of  their  coins,  was  the  clipping,  and  othcrwifc 
*•  fraudulently  diminilhing  thereof,  before  the  milled  money  came  into  ufe. 

**  VI.  The  fixth  and  laft  caufe  of  enhancing  the  coin,  is  when  the  balance  of  trade  is  a- 
gainft  any  country.  For,  if  in  any  year,  or  number  of  years,  a  nation  imports  more  mer- 
chandize in  value  from  abroad,  than  they  export  of  their  own  native  commodities  into 
foreign  parts,  the  balance  in  the  end  muft  be  paid  in  the  coin  of  fuch  nation  to  foreign 
**  countries  ;  whereby  their  own  coin  will  be  enhanced,  if  that  balance  continue  for  any  con- 
**  fiderable  time  to  be  againft  them. 

•'  Thefe  caufes,"  fays  our  learned  author,  **  are  not  confined  to  Scotland  or  to  France 
"  iJonc ;  but  are  common  to  all  other  countries,  where  the  like  errors  arc  fufFered."  Mr. 
Ruddiman  highly  and  juftly  commends  the  care  taken  in  England  to  prevent  abufes  and  raif- 
takes  in  relation  to  their  coin ;  particularly  in  preventing  the  currency  of  foreign  coins  there. 
Whence  it  has  happened,  that  the  money  of  England  has  been  lefs  enhanced  than  in  other 
nations. 

"  It  is  needlefs  to  enlarge  on  the  hurt  done  to  many  families,  by  the  great  enhancing  of 
the  coins  of  any  country,  feeing  it  is  fo  obvious.  What,  for  inflance,"  adds  our  author, 
can  be  plainer,  than  that  an  annual  money  compofition  in  perpetuity,  made  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  when  fix  pounds  Scotilh  money  were  equal  to  one  pound 
**  fterling,  muft  now  yield  but  one  half  to  the  receiver,  when  the  proportion  between  the 
*•  money  of  the  two  nations  is  as  twelve  to  one."     ' 

In  one  of  the  eflays  in  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Remains,  as  we  have  elfcwhere  obferved,  he  long 
before  this  made  a  fimilar  remark  with  rcfpeft  to  crown  rents,  fixed  at  a  limited  fum  in  money, 
in  old  times,  when  a  pound  of  filver  by  tale  was  equal  to  twelve  ounces  by  weight. 

*•  During  a  fmall  period  of  tranquillity  in  Scotland,  King  James  endeavoured  to  civilize 
**  the  Highlands  and  the  ifles,  a  part  of  his  dominions  almoft  totally  negleftcd  by  former 
**  Monarchs,  though  the  reformation  of  it  was  an  objeft  highly  worthy  of  their  care.  Three 
**  towns,  which  might  ferve  as  a  retreat  for  the  induftrious,  and  a  nurfery  for  arts  and  com- 
**  mcrce,  were  appointed  to  be  built  in  different  parts  of  the  Highlands  ;  one  in  Cantyrc,  an- 
•<*  other  in  Lochaber,  and  a  third  in  the  ifle  of  Lewes  :  and  in  order  to  draw  inhabitants  thi- 
"  ther,  all  the  privileges  of  royal  burghs  were  to  be  conferred  upon  them.  But  that  King's 
^<  attention  being  foon  after  turned  to  other  objefts,  (the  ficknefs  and  death  of  Queen  Eliza- 
**  belh)  we  hear  no  more  of  this  falutary  projeft."  Robcrtfon's  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii. 
"  p.  240,  241,  242. 

The  Ruffia  and  Turkey  companies,  in  the  year  1602,  joined  in  fending  out  two  fly-boafs, 
of  fixty  and  feventy  tons,  with  thirty-five  men,  viftualled  for  eighteen  months,  for  the  popular 
purpofe  of  finding  a  pallage  to  China  and  India,  by  the  north-weft.  Captain  George  Way- 
mouth  was  commander  in  chief.  He  returned  home  in  July,  having  gone  no  further  north 
than  the  latitude  of  fixty-three  degrees,  thirty-five  minutes.  And  the  north-weft.  Fox  fays, 
that  he  neither  difcovered  nor  named  any  thing  more  than  Davis  had  done  in  his  three  voy- 
ages, in  1585-6-7,  neither  went  hcf  fo  far  north. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p..  425,  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  excellent  in- 
ftruflions,  in  Englifh,  in  the  year  1602,  to  the  Lord  Ewre,  Sir  John  Herbert,  and  Dr.  Dunn, 

her 
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1602  her  plenipotentiaries  at  Bremen^  for  treating  with  thofe  of  Denmarky  concerning  peace  and 
commejce  ;  viz. 

•'  1.  Whereas  there  are  certain  treaties  in  the  reigns  of  King  Henry  VII.  and  King  Henry 
•*  VIII.  with  the  crown  of  Denmark,  wherein  certain  places  and  ports  in  Denmark  and 
<*  Norway  are  affigned  to  our  Englifh  fubjefts,  for  the  trade  of  filhery,  habitation,  and  fuch- 
**  like,  which  our  merchants  at  prefent  are  debarred  the  ufe  of;  you  ihall  omit  the  fpecial 
**  naming  thereof,  contenting  yourfelves  rather  to  obtain  for  our  merchants  a  free  trade  and 
"  dealing  in  the  King's  dominions,  and  every  part  thereof,  in  general  terms :  the  intention 
"  of  this  treaty  being  to  oftablifh  good  amity  between  us  and  our  loving  brother,"  King 
Chriilian  IV.  **  for  ever :  as  alfo  fome  good  means  of  commercial  intercouife  for  our 
**  fubjcas. 

*'  II.  And  with  refpeft  to  intercourfe,  /.  e.  commercial  correfpondence  by  treaty,  you  are 
•   to  underftand,  that  our  merchants  ufe  very  little  trade  in  the  dominions  of  Denipark. 

Yet,  in  general  terms,  mention  is  to  be  made  of  kindintreating  our  fubje£is  on  both  fides, 
**  with  liberty  to  trade,  paying  the  ordinary  duties. 

*•  III.  For  coming,  going,  and  abiding;  and  (which  moft  imports  our  fubjefts)  for  the 
"  intercourfe  of  our  merchants  with  the  Eaft  Countries  through  the  paflage  of  the  Sound ;  as 
**  alfo  of  our  merchants  of  Mufcovy  by  the  Wardhuys;  and  of  the  fifhing  of  Iceland  and 
**  Wardhuys. 

**  As  to  the  paflage  of  the  Sound,  our  merchants  have  long  fince,  by  their  humble  fuppli- 
**  cations,  declared  unto  us,  that  they  are  very  much  abufed  there,  as  well  by  daily  incrcafe  of 
•<  exadlions,  as  by  the  uncertainties  of  the  duties  required, — with  taking  light  occafions  to  flay 
**  them, — fearching  their  fhips,  and  confifcating  their  goods. 

"  IV.  You  may  further  declare,  that  as  cufloms  are  grounded  upon  acknowledgment  of 
**  regality, — for  prote£tion, — permiffion  for  coming  in  and  out, — for  maintaining  deep  bays 
*•  and  lights,— for  repairing  of  ports,  banks,  &c.  fo  ufe  they  to  be  urged  with  forae  propor- 
**  tion  to  the  ground  thereof,  ever  leaving  means  to  the  merchant-adventurer  for  recompencc 
**  of  his  venture  and  travail;  and  that  tolls,  otherwife  taken,  are  rather  efleemed  wilful  cx- 
**  actions  tlian  due  and  jufl  cufloms — And  feeing,  both  by  former  treaties,  and  for  fafety  in 
*^  that  padage,"  the  Sound,  *^  tolls  mufl  be  paid,  wherein,  doubtlefs,  you  fhall  find  them 
**  very  flrift,*'  the  befl  part  of  that  King's  revenue  arifing  from  fuch  perquifites,  **  we  leave 
*^  you  to  confer  with  the  merchants,  what  may  be  wrought  for  their  reafonable  fatisfadlion. 

"  Firfl,  concerning  the  hundredth  penny,  it  is  againfl  all  reafon,  that  it  Ihould  be  otherwife 
'^  rated  than  according  to  the  valuation  which  appeareth  by  certificates  from  the  magiflrates 
**  whence  the  goods  came,  and  not  in  that  place  where  he  fhould  be  both  judge  and  jury. 

**  Secondly,  It  is  a  mofl  unjufl  thing,  that  the  merchant  (liould  be  put  to  the  proportion  of 
**  entry  of  every  particular  in  every  pack,  otherwife  than  by  certificate  as  aforefaid. 

**  Thirdly,  That  in  cafe  of  concealments,  the  mixed  goods  be  not  confifcated,  but  only 
**  what  is  concealed,  or  fome  double  or  treble  value  thereof ;  for  it  is  a  great  violence,  that 
*^  merchants  goods  ihall  be  forfeited  for  mariners  faults ;  and  it  is  contrary  to  two  articles  of 
••  the  treaty  of  1490. 

**  Fourthly,  There  mufl  alfo  be  a  moderation  of  meafure  of  the  lafls  and  the  lafl-geldt. 
Fifthly,  For  pafiage  of  the  company  of  Mufcovy,  there  was  a  particular  contraft  made, 

in  the  year  1583,  at  the  humble  fuit  of  the  merchants ;  whereunto,  for  the  time,  we  gave 
<«  our  confent,  with  fome  modification."    This  was  to  pay  a  toll  for  our  Kullia  company's 

3  fhips 
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1602  fliips  paffing  by  the  North  Cape  to  Archangel,  that  company  being,  by  conccflion,  obliged  t# 
pay  the  King  of  Denmark  one  hundred  rofc-nobles  yearly,  for  paffing  the  Iba  between  Nor- 
way and  Iceland  in  their  voyages  to  Archangel ;  the  pretence  for  which  was,  that  the  Danifli 
court  had  loft  one  hundred  times  more  than  that  funi  in  the  toll  of  the  Sound,  by  the  new  na^ 
vigation  to  Archangel,  inftead  of  the  old  one  to  Narva,  as  is  fet  forth  in  the  letter  from  the 
Queen's  plenipotentiaries  to  her  privy  council  this  fame  year  from  Bremen,  which  it  is  uu- 
neceflary  to  exhibit  in  this  place.     Ibid.  p.  478. 

*'  But  it  is  very  unreafonable  fervility,  to  look  for  fuch  a  p.ower  over  another  monarchy  in 
"  a  fea  of  fuch  dimenfions  as  is  between  his  countries  and  Iceland,  when  it  is  well  known, 
**  that  none  of  our  fliips  do  ever  come  within  fight  of  land.  We,"  adds  the  Queen,  "  may 
''  as  well  impofe  the  like  toll  upon  all  fliips  of-  his  country  that  fliall  pafs  through  any  of  our 
•*  channels,  or  about  our  kingdoms.  Concerning  the  filhing  at  Wardhuys,"  at  the  North 
Cape,  where,  the  very  fummer  preceding,  the  Danes  had  feized  and  confifcated  the  fliips  of 
Hull,  for  fifliing  thereabout  without  a  licence  from  them,  **  and  in  the  fcas  of  Iceland," — the 
**  law  of  nations  does  allow  of  fifliing  in  the  fea  every  where,  as  alfo  for  ufing  the  coafts  and 
**  ports  of  potentates  in  amity  for  traffic,  and  for  avoiding  of  danger  from  tcmpcfts."  How 
different  is  this  language  from  that  of  her  next  two  fucceflTors,  and  of  Selden's  Mare  claufum, 
&c.  It  is  probable  that  Grotius,  when  he  wrote  his  Mare  libcrum,  had  not  feen  thefe  in- 
ftruftions  and  arguments,  otherwife  he  would  have  availed  himfelf  thereof  in  that  work. 
"  Wherefore,  no  licence  ought  to  be  infifted  on,  as  in  old  treaties,  for  fifliing,  &c.  on  that 
*•  coaft;  for  it  cannot  be  admitted,  that  the  property  of  the  fea,  at  what  diftancc  foever,  is 
"  confequent  to  the  banks,  as  it  happeneth  in  fmall  rivers,  where  the  banks  are  proper  to 
••  divers  men  ;  for  then  it  would  follow,  that  no  fea  were  common,  the  banks  on  every  fide 
**  being  the  property  of  one  or  other." 

To  all  which  the  Danifli  King  replied  in  this  fame  year,  in  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  by  quoting 
the  authorities  of  old  treaties  between  England  and  Denmark,  which  Queen  Elizabeth  would 
not  allow  to  be  of  any  force  in  her  days.  That  King,  moreover,  in  his  turn,  complains  to 
her  of  the  depredations  committed  by  certain  Englifli  fliips  on  tliofc  of  Denmark.  Ibid. 
p.  441  to  446. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Queen's  inftruftions  are  fo  extremely  well  penned,  and  the  reafon- 
ings  fo  juft,  for  the  non-obfcrvance  of  the  obfolete  rcftriftive  treaties  of  old  times,  that,  it  is 
humbly  apprehended,  they  may  even  be  found  ufeful  to  minifters  and  amballadors  of  the  pre- 
fent  and  future  times  in  fimilar  cafes,  commercial  and  nautical. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  436,  of  the  Foedera,  Queen  Elizabeth  ifiTued  a  proclamation,  "  pro- 
"  hibiting  her  fubjefts  from  pirating  on  the  fliips  and  merchandize  of  nations  in  alliance  with 
"  her,  under  pretence  of  their  belonging  to  Spain  and  Portugal,"  which  proves  the  complaint 
of  the  King  of  Denmark  not  to  have  been  without  ground,  *^  and  for  regulating  the  fale  of 
**  prizes,  &c." 

Chavin,  from  France,  now  fails  up  the  great  river  of  St.  Lawrence  to  Canada ;  but  he  made 
no  iettlement  there  till  the  following  year. 

The  plurality  of  Eaft  India  partnerfliips  or  focieties,  at  this  time  formed  in  Holland,  creat- 
ing much  diforder  and  difagrecment  in  that  commerce,  the  States  General  fummoned  before 
them  all  the  dire£lors  of  thofe  companies,  and  obliged  them  to  unite,  for  the  future,  into  one 
fole  company;  to  which  united  company  the  States  granted  by  patent,  or  placard,  the  fole 
commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies  for  twenty-one  years,  from  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  1602 ; 

and 
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1602  and  their  now  joint  capital  flock  coniifted  of  fix  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  gailders,  or 

about  iix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  fum  the  Engiifh  tranilation  of  the  French 

treatife,  touching  the  Eaft  India  trade,  in  the  year  1664,  makes  equal  to  feven  million  nine 

hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  French  livres,  though  in  our  days  it  would  amount  to  a  great 

deal  more ;  whereupon,  they  fent  out,  in  this  fame  year,  a  fleet  of  fourteen  (hips  for  India, 

to  very  great  advantage.     This  joint  capital  ftock  was  proportioned  in  the  following  manner, 

•  viz. 

Amfterdam  to  have  one  half  of  the  faid  capital,  and  twenty  dire£tors. 

Middleburg,  one  fourth  of  it,  and  twelve  diredors. 

Delft,  Rotterdam,  Enchuyfcn,  and  Hoorn,  each  one  iixteenth  part,  and  feven  direftors ; 
making,  in  all,  iixty  directors  from  all  thofe  places.  Or  more  minutely,  by  other  ac- 
counts, 


Subfcribed  by  Amfterdam 

Middleburg 
Delft 
Rotterdam 
Hoorn 
Enchuyfcn 


Gttild.    . 

Stlv.PcH. 

3,687,038 

6 

8 

1,306,655 

4 

0 

470,962 

10 

0 

174,562 

10 

0 

268,430 

10 

0 

541,562 

10 

0 

Total  fubfcribed    6,449,211   10    8 


Each  of  which  places  elefted  a  number  of  direftors,  ient  out  a  number  of  fhips,  and  receiv* 
ed  returns,  all  proportioned  to  the  fums  thus  fubfcribed  ;  and  at  each  of  thofe  places  there  is 
an  Eaft  India  Office,  called  their  Chamber. 

In  the  lixteenth  volume  of  Rymcr's  Foedera,  p.  448,  we  have  a  proclamation  of  Queen  Eli* 
zabeth's,  in  this  fame  year  1602,  arifing  from  the  unaccountable  humour  of  that  age,  in  fore- 
feeing  dangers  that  have  never  yet  happened,  nor  are  ever  like  to  happen,  from  an  increafe  of 
the  fuburbs  of  tlie  city  of  London,  though  at  prefent  much  more  coniiderable  than  in  her 
days :  and  all  that  can  be  faid  for  her  zeal  herein,  is,  that  the  greateft  judgments  are  fometimes 
biafled  by  popular  miftakes  and  clamour.  The  common  objeAion, -»that  the  head,  {Le.  Lon« 
don)  was  become  too  large  for  the  body,  (/.  e.  England) — firft  began  to  be  made  about  this 
time,  and  has  been  frequently  ftarted  fince  on  various  occafions,  we  apprehend  without  folid 
grounds,  the  increafe  of  buildings  in  London  being  purely  the  confcqucnce  of  an  increafe  of 
our  general  commerce.*— ^/V^  alfo  what  we  have  remarked  on  Queen  Elizabeth*s  proclama- 
tion, 1580. 

In  this  proclamation,  her  Majefty  declares,  **  That  forefceing  the  great  and  manifold  in- 
^*  conveniencies  and  mifchiefs  which  daily  grow,  and  are  likely  more  and  more  to  increafe 
unto  the  ftate  of  the  city  of  Loiuion,  and  the  fuburbs  and  confines  thereof,  by  accefs  and 
confluence  of  people  to  inhabit  the  fame,  not  only  by  reafon  that  fuch  multitudes  could 
hardly  be  governed  by  ordinary  juftice,  to  fervc  God  and  obey  her  Majefty,  without  con- 
ftituting  an  addition  of  more  officers,  and  enlarging  of  authorities  and  jurifdiftions  for  that 
purpofe;  but  alfo,  could  hardly  be  provided  of  fuftentation  of  victual,  food,  and  other  like 
neceffiiries  for  man's  relief,  upon  reafonable  prices  :  and  finally,  for  that  fuch  great  multi'^ 
tudes  of  people  inhabiting  in  fmall  rooms,  whereof  many  be  very  poor,  and  fuch  as  muft 
Vol,  IL  Dd  «  live 
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1602  "  live  by  begging  or  worfe  means  ;  and  being  heaped  up  together,  and  in  a  fort  fmothcrcd^ 
**  with  many  families  of  children  and  fcrvants  in  one  houfe  or  fmall  tenement,  it  muft  needs^ 
**  follow,  if  any  plague,  or  other  univerfal  ficknefs  come  amonft  them,  it  would  prefently 
^'  fpread  through  the  whole  city  and  confines,  and  alfo  into  all  parts  of  the  realm." 

For  remedy  whereof,  **  She  commands  all  manner  of  perfons  to  defift  and  forbear  from  any 
**  new  buildings  of  any  houfe  or  tenement  within  three  miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  London, 
"  — ^and  only  one  family  to  inhabit  one  houfe. — And  having,  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of 
**  her  reign,  publilhed  certain  ufeful  orders  and  decrees  for  enforcing  her  then  proclamation,'* 
further  corroborated  by  aft  of  Parliament  in  the  thirty -fifth  year  of  her  reign,  (fee  the  years 
1580  and  1593)  "  yet  the  mifchicf  daily  increafing,  through  the  negligence  of  magiftrates^ 
*•  &c. — flic  now  further  commands  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  &c.  faithfully  to  execute  the 

**  following  articles,  viz." Articles  L  and  IL  are  the  fame^ith  thofe  in  the  ftatute  of  the 

thirty-fifth  of  this  Queen,  already  exhibited  under  the  year  1593. 

"  in.  Such  tenements  as  have  been  divided  within  thefe  ten  years  in  the  forefaid  limits,  the 
"  inmates  to  be  avoided  prefently,  if  they  have  no  eftatc  for  life,  lives,  or  years  yet  enduring  ; 
**  and  for  fuch  as  have  fuch  ellate  or  term,  then  as  the  fame  fliall  end,  the  tenement  to  be  re- 
**  duced  to  the  former  ftate. 

^  IV.  All  flieds  and  fliops  to  be  pulled  down  that  have  been  erefted  within  thefc  feven 
"  years  paft. 

"  V.  Empty  houfes,  creftcd  within  feven  years  paft,  fliall  not  be  let  to  any,  unJefs  the  owner 
"  fliall  be  content  that  they  be  difpofed  of  for  fome  of  the  poor  of  the  parifli  that  are  deftitute 
**  of  houfes,  at  fuch  rents  as  they  fliall  allow. 

•*  VI.  Buildings  on  new  foundations,  which  are  not  yet  finiflied,  fliall  be  pulled  down.'* 
With  many  other  regulations,  not  material  enough  for  us  to  tranfcribe. 

The  remarks  fubjoined  to  the  two  former  reftraints,  in  the  years  1580  and  I593»  ^^  appre- 
hend to  be  fufficient  for  this  alfo,  to  which  therefore  we  refer  the  reader. 

In  this  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  458,  &c.  we  find,  by  letters  from  the  Empe- 
ror Rodolph  the  Second,  **  That  the  Hans-towns  were  now  willing  to  enter  into  an  arnica- 
*•  ble  treaty  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  which,"  he  fays,  **  he  underflands  the  Qpeen  not 
**  to  be  averfe.  And  the  Emperor  appoints  the  treaty  to  be  held  at  Bremen,  notwith- 
**  Handing  his  own  imperial  mandate,  in  the  year  1597,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Ger- 
**  man  Diet,  againft  the  monopolizing  Company  of  the  Englifli  Merchant- Adventurers,  who> 
**  in  that  year,  refided  at  Staden,  commandiiig  them  ta  depart  the  empire  in  three  months 
*«  time." 

But  the  Queen  and  nation  were  now  become  too  wife  to  let  thofe  Hanfeatics  return  again  to 
their  old  methods  of  commerce  in  England,  which  now  interfered  fo  much  with  the  commerce 
of  her  own  people. 

Ibid,  p.  494,  after  fome  (harp  letters  which  palled  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Chrif- 
tian  IV.  of  Denmark,  concerning  the  exadions  and  depredations  mentioned  under  the  pre- 
ceding year,  they  at  length  mutually  agreed  ta  fend  their  plenipotentiaries  to  Bremen,  where 
the  Queen  had  two  treaties  to  manage  at  the  fame  time,  neither  of  which  came  to  any  thing. 
She  gave,  befides,  an  order  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  for  mediating,  in  her  name,  between 
the  Count  of  Eaft  Friefland  and  the  town  of  Embden,  then  at  deadly  variance  with  their  fo- 
Tcreign, 

At 
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1602       At  that  Congrefs,  the  Danes  ftrcnuoufly  infilled  on  the  Englllh  paying  the  new  tolls  in  the 

Sound,  and  on  the  laft-gelt  being  continued;  that  our  Ruffia  Company  fhould  continue  to 

pay  the  one  hundred  rofe  nobles  yearly,  for  paffing  the  North  Seas  to  Archangel  ^ndalfo, 

that  the  Englifh  fhould  not  fifh  at  Ferro  ifle,  Iceland,  nor  Wardhuys,  without  a  licence  from 

Denmark.     The  Congrefs,  therefore,  as  might  naturally  be  expefted,  broke  off. 

All  which  pretenfions,  excepting  the  toll  in  the  Sound,  are  longfincc  wifely  dropped  by  the 
Daniih  court,  as  points  equally  unreafonable  and  impracticable,  to  be  infifted  on,  in  later  and 
more  enlightened  times. 

After  fixtcen  years  fufpenfion  of  any  attempts  from  England  of  colonizing  in,  or  even  of 
failing  to  America,  occafioned  by  the  former  unfuccefsful  and  fatal  endeavours  of  Raleigh,  &c. 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft  century,  Captain  Gofnol,  who  was  an  expert  failor,  and  had  been 
employed  in  thofe  former  deiigns,  did,  in  this  year,  make  a  voyage  towards  the  coafls  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  traded  with  the  Indians  for  peltry,  faffafras;  cedar-wood,  &c.  in  latitude  for- 
ty-two, on  the  coaft  of  what  is  now  called  New  England ;  but  hitherto  all  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  from  Florida  northwards,  as  far  as  men  knew,  was,  by  the  Englifh,  called  Virgi- 
nia, fo  named  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  On  Martha's  vineyard,  an  ifland  fo  named  by  him, 
lie  fowed  Engli(h  corn,  which  he  faw  come  up  kindly,  and  returned  home,  making  a  profper- 
ous  voyage. 

For  his  credit  it  oiJght  to  be  related,  that  he  was  the  firft  Englifliman  who  found  out  the 
more  northerly  and  (horter  courfc  to  the  coaft  of  North  America,  without  failing,  as  hitherto, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  through  the  Gulph  of  Florida;  which,  befide  the  great  compafs 
about,  was  alfo  more  dangerous,  more  efpecially  in  pafling  that  Gulph.  And  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing, two  Briftol  ftiips  traded  there,  as  did  alfo  Captain  Gilbert  from  London,  with  the 
Indians,  and  alfo  with  thofe  of  St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  Nevis,  and  St.  Chriftopher  ifles,  which 
were  not  yet  fettled. 

In  this  laft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  one  more  expedition  was  fet  on  foot  againft 
the  coafts  of  Spain,  where,  with  eight  of  the  Queen's  ftiips,  and  fome  hired  ones,  commanded 
by  Sir  Richard  Levifon  and  Sir  William  Monfon,  the  Spanifh  flota  was  unfuccefsfully  attack- 
ed :  yet  they  had  better  fuccefs  in  attacking  a  number  of  fhips  in  the  haven  of  Cezimbra,  two 
of  which  they  deftroyed,  and  from  thence  carried  home  a  rich  carrack,  worth  a  million  of  du- 
cats. Soon  after,  fevcn  of  the  eight  (hips  which  had  efcaped  from  Cezimbra  were  deftroyed 
near  Dover  by  Sir  Robert  Manfel. 
1603  After  innumerable  diftraftions,  many  rebellions  and  infurreflions,  and  much  confufion,  the 
entire  pacification  of  Ireland  was  this  ye»r  cffefted,  by  the  abfolute  fubmiffion  of  the  grand  re- 
bel Tyrone  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  mercy,  juft  at  the  expiring  of  that  princefs  ;  he  not  know- 
ing, (fays  Sir  James  Ware's  Hiftory  of  Ireland)  that  the  Queen  died  fix  days  before  his  furrcn- 
der..  During  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  (fays  Sir  John  Davics)  ftie  fcnt  over  more  men, 
and  fpent  more  trcafure,  to  faveand  reduce  Ireland  than  all  her  progenitors  fince  the  conqueft. 

At  this  great  Queen's  death,  (fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  p.  294,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  increafe  of  trade  and  navigation)  there  were  not  above  four  merchants  (hips  in 
England  of  four  hundred  tons  each. 
The  death  of  the  incomparable  Queen  Elizabeth  happened  on  the  24th  of  March,  160" 
(N.  S.)  It  is  needlefs,  and  alfo  foreign  to  our  purpofe,  to  obferve  how  much  and  how  uni- 
verfally  ftie  was  regretted  by  her  fubjefts  as  well  as  by  foreigners.  *•  She  was,"  fays  Thuanus, 
lib.  129)   •*  the  moft  glorious,  and  happieft  woman  that  ever  fwayed  a  fceptrc."     What  more 

D  d  2  imme- 
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1603  immediately  concerns  us  in  this  work  has  been  already  fufficiently  exhibited  in  juft  commen- 
dation of  her,  upon  her  acceflion  to  the  crown.  We  (hall  only  add,  that  in  fucceeding  reigns, 
Ei^and's  foreign  commerce,  navigation,  and  royal  navy,  as  well  as  our  home  manufadures, 
were  coniiderably  incrpafed,  as  was  alfo  the  cafe  of  the  reft  of  Europe,  yet  to  her  we  un- 
doubtedly are  indebted  for  fo  wifely  laying  the  great  and  folid  foundation,  upon  which  the  fuc- 
ceeding fuperftru£ture  was  raifed. 

The  acceflion  of  Scotland  to  the  crown  of  England  has  undoubtedly  proved  a  great  benefit  to 
the  latter,  not  only  as  by  fuch  an  event  a  moft  dangerous  back-door  was  for  ever  (hut  againft 
France,  or  any  other  foreign  enemy  ;  but  likewife,  as  it  has  largely  fapplied  England  with 
fiout  and  able  men,  both  for  the  land'  and  fea  fervice,  beiides  other  benefits  which  it  is  unne- 
ceilary  to  enumerate.  But  with  regard  to  Scotland,  King  James's  acceflion  was  undoubtedly 
detrimental  to  that  people  in  many  rcfpe£ts.  It  carried  away  the  court,  their  principal  nobility 
and  gentry,  as  well  as  foreign  minifters,  and  many  other  ftrangers ;  fo  that  the  trading  people 
were  deprived  of  much  money  that  ufed  to  be  fpent  in  that  country. — It  coniiderably  decreafed 
the  dbmand  for  both  foreign  and  home  commodities. — It  alfo  diminiihed  the  number  of  their 
people,  and  thereby  created  difcontcnt ;  all  which,  however,  were  afterwards  well  made  up  to 
Scotland,  by  a  communication  of  the  Englifh  trade  and  colonies,  Which  was  the  refolt  of  the 
more  happy  confolidating  Union,  in  the  year  1707. 

King  James  I.  having,  at  his  acceflion  to  the  crown  of  England,  called  in  all  his  own  fliips 
of  war,  as  well  as  our  then  numerous  privateers,  which  the  Englifli  merchants,  during 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  bad  fo  fuccefsfuUy  employed  againft  Spain,  and  by  which  they  had 
done  infinite  damage  to  the  commerce  of  that  nation,  he  at  once,  by  that  means,  put  an  end 
to  the  gallant  warlike  exploits  of  our  people  ;  declaring  himfelf  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  That  pacific  difpofition  in  this  King,  fo  often,  and,  perhaps,  too  truly  termed  pufil- 
ianimous,  afforded,  however  a  breathing  time,  and  an  undifturbed  opportunity  to  our  mer- 
cantile and  colonizing  adventurers,  to  plant  and  gradually  to  improve  the  colonies  of  Virginia, 
New  England,  Bermudas,  and  Newfoundland;  (ifthelaft,  even  at  this  day,  may  properly 
and  defervedly  be  termed  a  colony)  as  alfo  to  make  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  trade  to  the 
Eaft  Indies.  The  royal  navy  was  increafed,  in  his  reign,  to  almoft  double  the  number  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  own  fhips  of  war,  viz.  from  thirteen  to  twenty-four  men  of  war. .  The 
largeft  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  fhips  at  her  death,  confifted  of  one  thoufand  tons,  carrying  but 
three  hundred  and  forty  mariners  [and  forty  cannon,  and  the  fmalleft  of  fix  hundred  tons, 
carrying  one  hundred  and  fifty  mariners  and  thirty  cannon,  befides  lefler  veflels,  occafionally 
hired  of  private  owners. 

The  firft  record  in  the  Fcedera^  vol.  xvi.  p.  507,  &c.  of  this  King's  reign,  for  our  purpofe, 
is  his  grant  of  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Weft  Marches  towards  Scotland,  to  George  Earl  of 
Cumberland,  with  a  yearly  falary  of  fix  hundred  marks  for  himfelf,  and  ten  pounds  for  each 
of  his  two  deputies  ;  moreover,  five  hundred  marks  per  annum  as  Warden  of  the  Middle 

*  _  _ 

Marches,  and  one  hundred  marks  yearly  as  Governor  of  Carlifle,  with  ten  marks  yearly  for 
the  pay  of  each  of  the  twenty  foldiers  who  were  the  garrifon  of  that  city. 

We  have  an  account  of  more  falaries,  viz.  fibid.  p.  513)  forty  pounds  yearly  to  Gilbert 
Primrofe,  his  principal  furgcon,  and  forty  marks  as  ferjcant-furgeon,  with  all  other  emolu- 
ments of  both  ftations,  •*  as  well  of  wax  candles  of  our  houfliold,  as  of  wine,  ale,  &c."  fTam 
de  la  Bougie  in  Court  Hofpitii  nojlri^  quam  Vini^  Cerevifit^  &c.)  Alfo,  p.  514,  to  Dr.  John 
Craigie,  his  principal  phyfician,  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  with  the  fame  emoluments. 

t  Alfo, 
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1603       Alfo,  p.  522,  ia  the  fame  year,  forty  pounds  yearly  to  his  apothecary  in  ordinary,  John 
Clavee,  with  iimilar  emoluments. 

Alfo,  p.  53a,  the  faid  Gilbert  Primrofe  had  another  falary  of  fifty  marks,  as  furgcon  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  :  and  Clavce  had  fifty  pounds  falary  as  apothecary  to  the  Queen,  the  Prince, 
and  other  children  of  the  King. 
•         Laftly,  (ibid.  p.  537)  Dr.  Martin  Schover  had  one  hundred  pounds  falary,  as  phyfician  to 
the  Queen. 

In  this  fame  year  1603,  King  James  iflued  a  proclamation  for  annulling  feveral  monopolies  ; 
and  at  the  opening  of  his  firft  Parliament  fpoke  Iharply  againft  them,  although  afterwards  he 
gave  great  encouragement  to  them. 

In  this  fame  year  1603,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  541,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  an  order 
of  King  James  I.  for  all  the  allowances  to  his  Lord  High  Chancellor,  Egerton,  now  created 
Baron  Ellefmore,  viz. 

£.     s,     d, 

S4«  IS    o 

200     O     O 

300  O  O 
60  o  o 
16    o    o 


1.  For  wages,  diet,  robes,  and  liveries  for  himfelf  and  the  Mafters  of  our 
Chancery,  (as  former  Chancellors  have  had)  per  annum,  the  fum  of 

2.  For  his  attendance  in  our  Star  Chamber,  fifty  pounds  per  annum  for  each 
term  -----•• 

3.  More,  per  annum,  -  -  -  ^  - 

4.  For  twelve  tons  of  wine  yearly,  at  five  pounds  per  ton, 

5.  For  wax,  by  virtue  of  his  office  •  -  *  - 


Total,     1 1 18  15    o 


According  to  Thuanus,  lib.  129,  King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  in  this  year  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  that  kingdom,  firft  fet  about  augmenting  that  nation's  {lock  of  wealth,  by  fur- 
ther encouraging  all  forts  of  manufaftures  in  general,  but  in  a  raofl  particular  manner  the  filk 
manufacture.  After  that  judicious  author  has  given  the  hiftory  of  filk  being  firft  brought  to 
Coiiftantinople  by  Juftinian,  in  the  fixth  century,  and  thence  to  Sicily  feveral  centuries  later, 
from  whence  it  foon  fpread  all  over  Italy,  and  from  thence  next  into  Spain  ;  at  length  it  got 
into  France,  where,  in  the  reign  of  King  Francis  I.  it  profpered  in  Touraine,  and  yet  more 
in  Provence,  and  at  Lyons  and  Avignon,  but  could  not  fucceed  further  northward,  as  wc  have 
already  obferved  under  the  year  1589  and  1599- 

**  That  King,"  fays  Thuanus,  ••  faw  that  it  was  in  vain  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  filver,  unlefs  thofe  things  were  made  and  improved  at  home,  the  want  of  which  had  hi- 
therto principally  occafioned  the  faid  exportation.-^That  the  wear  of  filk  cloathing  was,  in 
his  time,  become  fo  common,  more  efpecially  among  the  fair  fex,  that  they  defpifed  the  ufe 
of  woollen,  fo  univerfally  and  frugally  worn  by  their  anceftors,  and  that  hereby  much  mo- 
ney was  fcnt  out  of  the  kingdom  for  the  purchafe  of'wrought  filk.  Wherefore,  the  King 
not  only  fet  about  the  propagating  of  the  worms  for  the  fpinning  of  raw  filk,  but,  which  was 
of  greater  benefit  to  the  public,  the  manufacturing  of  the  fame.  The  filkworms  he  got 
yearly  from  Spain,  concerning  the  management  of  which  he  caufed  books  to  be  written  in 
••  French,  for  the  general  inftruflion  of  his  people. 

"  That  King  alfo  procured  workmen  from  Flanders  for  a  tapcftry  manufacture,  in  which 
country  it  had  long  and  greatly  fiouriOied.    The  manufacture  of  fine  earthen  ware  he  intro- 
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1603  **  duced  alfo  into  France  from  the  Netherlands.  He  revived  the  glafs-houfes  which  had  been 
**  firft  fct  up  in  King  Henry  the  Second's  tinie,  in  imitation  of  thofe  at  Venice, — He  alfo  efta- 
*'  blilhed  a  linen  manufafture.— That  King's  magnificent  improvements  in  his  buildings, 
*'  gardens,  &c.  were  fuitable  to  his  great  genius.  He  alfo  made  rivers  navigable,  and  his  at- 
*'  tempt  to  unite  the  Loire  and  the  Seine,  at  a  vail  expence,  was  very  praife-worthy,  though 
'*  it  was  not  crowned  with  fuccefs." 

It  was  not  till  this  year  1603,  that  the  French  began  to  fettle  any  where  within  the  bay  of 
St.  Lawrence,  in  the  country  called  Canada  or  New  France,  on  the  north  fide  of  that  great  ri- 
ver, near  the  place  named  Trois  Rivieres,  but  they  did  not  get  fo  high  as  Quebec  till  the  year 
1608.  They  proceeded  to  fettle  on  the  nortli  fide  only  of  that  river,  between  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  till  1629,  when^Sir  David  Kirk  reduced  tlie  whole  to  the  obedience  of  Charles  L 
of  England. 

In  this  year  1603,  the  Weekly  Bill  of  Mortality  at  London  began  to  be  regularly  kept  as  in 
our.days  ;  yet  many  of  thofe  bills,  in  earlier  times,  have  been  loft. — And  even  the  bills  in 
their  moft  modern  condition,  •afford  us  but  an  imperfeA  conjeAure  of  the  magnitude  of  Lon- 
don, as  comprehending  only  or  moftly  the  chriftenings  and  burials  of  thofe  of  the  eftablifhed 
church,  although  the  diiienters  of  all  denominations  be  a  numerous  body  of  people.  Thofe 
alfo  which  are  buried  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  in  the  Abbey-church  at  Wcftminfler,  in  the 
Temple  Church,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel,  the  Chartcr-houfe,  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  fome  other  parts,  are  faid  to  be  entirely  omitted.  Before  the  laft  plague  of  1665, 
the  yearly  bills  were  much  more  frequently  filled  with  that  difeafe,  than,  to  our  comfort,  they 
have  been  fince ;  owing,  probably,  to  the  open  and  more  airy  rebuilding  of  London  after  the 
great  conflagration  in  1666,  and  the  greater  plenty  of  fweet  water.  Poflibly  our  ftatefmen 
may  chufe  to  have  the  magnitude  of  London  remain  undetermined,  otherwife,  how  eafily 
could  this  defeft  be  remedied,  by  only  a  very  few  lines,  by  way  of  claufe,  in  any  aft  of  Par- 
liament. 

**  Weftminftcr  and  London,"  fays  James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  publilhed  in  the 
year  1657^  *'  were  once  above  a  mile  afundcr  ;  but  by  infenfible  coalition  and  recruit  of  peo- 
**  pie,  they  came  at  laft  to  be  united.  The  Union  with  Scotland,  in  the  year  1603,  did  not 
*•  a  little  conduce  to  make  this  union  of  London  and  Wcftminfter  ^  for  the  Scots  greatly 
**  multiplying  here,  neftled  themfelves  about  the  court ;  fo  that  the  Strand,  from  the  mud 
**  walls  and  thatched  houfes,  acquired  that  perfeftion  of  buildings  it  now  poflefles." 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  firft  year  of  King  James  I.  1603,  cap.  xviii.  againft  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  corrupt  hops,  or  of  brewing  with  fuch,  it  appears,  that  there  were  then 
hops  produced  in  abundance  in  England.  It  appears,  however,  by  this  aft,  that  they  were  not 
as  yet  in  fuch  great  plenty  as  in  our  days,  feeing  it  makes  heavy  complaints  of  the  fophiftica- 
.tion  of  foreign  hops,  in  the  facks  of  which  were  found  great  quantities  of  ftalks,  powder, 
fand,  ftraw,  &c.  for  increafing  their  weight ;  **  by  means  whereof,"  fays  this  aft,  "  the  fub- 
*^*  jeft^  of  this  realm  have  been  of  late  years  abufed,  &c.  to  the  value  of  twenty  thoufand 
**  pounds  yearly,  befide  the  danger  of  their  healths." 

In  this  fame  firft  year  of  King  James  I.  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (ftatute  xxxiii.)  granted 
him  for  life  a  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  for  the  guard  of  the  feas,  in  fo  abjeft  a  ftilc, 
(the  words,  *  your  Majefty's  poor  Commons,'  being  frequently  repeated)  and  fo  unworthy  of 
the  fpirit  of  free-born  Engliflimen,  tliat  it  is  the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  that  his  fon  and  fuc- 
dceflbr  made  fo  free  with  this  fubfidy,  without  confulting  his  people. 

3  The 
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1603      The  tonnage  duty  was  three  (hillings  for  every  ton  of  wine,  and  one  (hilling  for  an  aume  of 
Rhcnilh  wine. 

The  poundage  was  one  (hilling  on  every  twenty  (liillings  value  of  goods  exported  and  im- 
ported, woollen  cloths  exported  excepted  ;  as  alfo  fifli  exported,  taken  by  EngliHi  fubjefts. 

By  this  fame  aft,  they  granted  him  one  pound  thirteen  (hillings  and  four  pence  on  every 
fack  of  wool  exported  ;  and  the  fame  for  every  two  hundred  and  forty  woolfels,  to  be  paid  by 
aliens  only,  who  (hall  alfo  pay  two  (hillings  for  every  twenty  (hillings  value  of  pewter  exported 
by  them.  Yet,  the  following  year,  King  James,  by  proclamation,  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
wool,  which,  indeed,  it  was  now  high  time  to  do,  our  own  manufafturc  of  it  being  become 
fo  confiderable,  and  fo  much  being  fent  into  foreign  parts,  as  to  employ,  or  workup  the  great- 
c(t  part,  if  not  all,  of  our  own  wool  at  home. 

About  this  time,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  firft  fettled  their  faftory  at  Surat,.  in  the 
province  of  Cambaya,  or  Guzurate,  and  were  foon  followed  thither  by  the  Dutch:  and 
here,  at  firft,  the  Portuguefe,  (as  in  all  other  parts  of  India,)  pretending  to  the  fole  and 
exclufive  commerce  to  India,  were  very  troublefome  to  both  Engli(h  and  Dutch,  by  feiz- 
ing  their  (hips  and  merchandize,  and  murdering  their  people..  Yet,  in  the  end,  both 
thofe  nations,  but  more  cfpecially  the  Dutch,  took  a  complete  revenge  on-  the  Portuguefo 
in   India. 

We  may,  on  tliis  occafion,  briefly  remark  the  very  great  benefits  which  both  the  cities  and 
potentates  of  India  have  reaped  from  the  coming  of  Europeans  thither;  and  more  elpecially 
the  dominions  of  the  Mogul,  by  the  great  increafe  of  his  cuftoms,  and  of  his  towns  and  fea- 
ports.  Even  this  famous  town  of  Surat,  though  now  the  (irft  port  of  the  continent  of  India 
for  maritime  commerce,  was  little  better  than  a  village  till  that  time,  though  (ince  containing 
above  two  hundred  thoufand  fouls. — The  Europeans,  moreover,  have  inftrufted  the  lEaft  In- 
dians in  many  fort»  of  manufaflures,  &c.  and  more  particularly  in  the  building  of  better  and 
fafer  (hips. 

The  Portuguefe  in  India  had  been  in  poflfeilion  of  the  coafts  of  the  famous  ifle  of  Ceylon, 
as  we  have  related,  ever  (ince  the  year  1505,  when  they  crcfted  their  firft  fort  at  Columbo, 
where  the  beft  cinnamon  on  earth  grows*  Zoares,  the  Portuguefe  General,  obliged  the  Em- 
peror, or  King  of  Ceylon,  to  agree  to  an  annual  tribute,  to  be  paid  to  Emanuel,  King  of  Por- 
tugal, of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  cinnamon,  twelve  rings  fet 
with  raoft  precious  ftones,  and  fix  elephants,  (according  to  Baldaeus's  account,  who  was  a 
Dutch  preacher  at  Ceylon,  from  his  original  copy,  printed  at  Amfterdam,  in  1672,  and  pub- 
li(hed  in  the  third  volume  of  Churchill's  Colleftion  of  Voyages,  p.  573)  as,  on  the  other 
band,  the  Portuguefe  were  thereby  bound  to  a(rift  that  Emperor  (as  they  called  him  fometimes, 
though  at  other  times  they  called  him  only  King  of  Candy,  from  the  place  of  his  ufual  refi- 
dence)' againft  all  his  enemies.  But  the  Moors  fettled  in  Ceylon,  being  jealous  of  the  Portu- 
guefe, began  to  influence  that  Emperor  againft  them,  fo  that  peace  and  friendlhip  were  inter- 
rupted ;  nevcrthclcft,.  the  Portuguefe,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition,  continued  at  length  to  fortify 
thcmfelves  quite  round  that  extcnfive  ifland.  The  Hollanders,  however,  doomed  to  be  the 
perpetual  fcourge  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  firft  landed  here  in  the  year  1603,  and  went  to 
Candy,  the  capital  of  that  ifle,  to  wait  on  the  Emperor,  for  the  purpofe  of  contrafliihg  afriend- 
(hip  with  him,  which  greatly  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  Portugyefe ;  though  they  were  not  fo 
foon  fupplanted  as  their  fears  fuggefted. 

Their 
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1603  Their  Eaft  India  Company  fent  out  this  year  twelve  Ihips,  which,  however,  raifcarried  u\ 
attempting  Mozambique  and  Goa  ;  yet  they  took  feveral  Portuguefe  (hips. — They  alio  drove 
the  Portuguefe  from  Amboyna  and  Tidorc  in  the  Moluccas.  This  year  their  Company  di- 
vided fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  capital  of  iix  million  four  hundred  and  fifty  nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one  guilders.  * 

At  this  time,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  laid  before  King  James  a  fmall  eflay  in  manufcript,  entitled, 
**  Obfervations  concerning  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  England  with  the  Dutch  and  other 
foreign  Nations,"  but  being  not  much  regarded  at  that  time,  he  got  it  once  more  laid  before 
that  Prince  a  little  before  bis  execution,  probably  in  hopes  of  pardon.  Its  principal  objedt 
was  to  demonftrate  the  foundation  of  the  five  following  propofitions,  or  how  many  ways  Eng- 
land fupinely  fuiFered  other  nations,  who  had  little  or  no  means  or  materiah  of  their  own  to 
work  upon,  to  carry  away  the  trade  of  the  world. 

As,  *«  I.  That  foreigners,"  (he  meant  principally  the  Hollanders)  **  by  the  privileges  they 
**  allowed  to  Grangers,  drew  multitudes  of  merchants  to  live  amongft  them,  and  .thereby  en- 
*'  riched  thcrafelves. 

II.  By  their  florehoufes  or  magazines  of  all  foreign  commodities,  wherewith,  upon  every 
occafion  of  fcarcity,  they  arc  enabled  to  fupply  other  countries,  even  thofe  from  whom  they 
brought  fhofe  very  commodities. 

III.  By  the  lownefs  of  the  cufloms  of  thofe  foreign  nations," — here  he  ftill  means  the 
Dutch. 

*'  IV.  By  the  ftrufture  or  roominefs  of  their  fhipping,  holding  much  merchandize,  though 
failing  with  fewer  hands  than  our  fliips  could  ;  thereby  carrying  their  goods  much  cheaper 
to  and  from  foreign  parts  than  England  can ;  whereby  the  Dutch  gain  all  the  foreign 
freight,  whilft  our  own  (hips  lie  ftill  and  decay,  or  elfe  go  to  Newcaftle  for  coals. 

Their  prodigious  fifhery,  of  which  they  make  fuch  vaft  returns  yearly." 

After  thefe  five  propofitions,  he  goes  on  to  remark  on  the  freedom  from  cuftom,  allowed  by 

the  Dutch  for  any  newly-crefted  trade. — "  That  even  in  France  all  nations  may  freely  buy  and 

*•  fell,  there  being  free  of  cuftom  outwards  twice  or  thrice  in  the  year. — That  at  Rochelle,  and 

**  in  Britany,  there  is  free  cuftom  all  the  year  round; — and  alfo  in  Denmark,  excepting  be- 

«*  tween  Bartholomew-tide  and  Micliaelmas. — That  the  Hans-towtu  imitate  the  Dutch  in  the 

<*  faid  wife  regulations,  whereby  they  alfo  abound  in  riches  and  all  manner  of  merchandize, 

have  plenty  of  money,  and  are  ftrong  in  fhipping  and  mariners,  fome  of  their  towns  having 

near  one  thoufand  fail  of  (hips. 

That  the  Dutch  and  other  petty  ftates  do  engrofs  die  tranfportation  of  the  merchandize  of 
**  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Turkey,  and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India;  all  which  they 
carry  to  Denmark,  Sweden,  Poland,  and  other  northern  parts,  and  bring  back  the  bulky 
commodities  of  thofe  northern  regions  into  the  faid  fouthern  countries.  Yet  is  England  bet- 
"  ter  fituated  tlian  Holland  for.a  general  ftorehoufe  as  aforefaid.— No  fiixjner  does  a  dearth  hap- 
♦*  pen  of  wine,  fifh,  corn,  &c,  in  England,  than  forthwith  the  Embdeners,  Hamburghers, 
"  and  Hollanders,  out  of  their  ftorehoufes*  lade  fifty  or  one  hundred  ftiips  or  more,  difperfing 
•*  themfelves  round  about  this  kingdom,  and  carrying  away  great  ftorc  of  coin  and  wealth,— 
'*  thus  cutting  down  our  merchants,  and  decaying  our  navigation,  not  with  their  natural  com* 
"  modities,  but  with  thofe  of  other  countries. 

"  Amfterdam  is  never  without  feven  hundred  thoufand  quarters  of  corn,  befide  what  they 
**  daily  vent,  though  none  of  it  be  of  the  growth  of  their  country  ;  and  a  dearth  of  only  one 

•*  year, 
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1603  "  year,  in  England,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  &c.  is  juftly  obferved  to  enrich  Hol- 
**  land  for  fe\xn  years  after — In  the  laft  dearth  fix  years  ago  in  England,  the  Hamburgbers, 
**  Embdeners,  and  Hollanders  fuppiied  this  kingdom  from  their  ftorchoufcs ;  and,  in  a  year 
•'  and  an  half,  carried  away  from  the  three  ports  of  Southampton,  Exeter,  and  Briftol,  alone, 
*'  near  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  from  other  parts  of  this  kingdom,  more  particular- 
"  ly  including  London,. it  cannot  be  fo  little  as  two  millions  of  pounds  more,  to  the  great  de- 
•*  cay  of  your  kingdom,  and  imppverifhing  of  your  people,  difcredit  and  difhonour  to  the 
**  merchants,  and  to  the  land. 

*'  They,"  /.  e,  the  Dutch,  &c.  **  have  a  continual  trade  into  this  kingdom  with  five  hun- 
**  dred  or  fix  hundred  fhips  yearly  with  merchandize  of  other  countries,  ftoring  them  up  here, 
*•  until  the  price  rife  to  their  minds ;  and  we  trade  not  with  fifty  fhips  into  their  country  in  a 
*'  year." 


He  goes  on  to  obferve  very  truly,  **  Tliat  unlefs  there  be  a  fcarcity,  or  high  prices,  all 
merchants  avoid  the  parts  where  great  impofitions  arc  on  merchandize ;  which  places  are 
ufually  flenderly  ihipped,  ill  ferved,  and  at  dear  rates,  often  in  fcarcity,  and  in  want  of  em- 
**  ployment  for  their  people. — Whereas,  the  low  duties  of  the  wife  ftates  above-named  draw 
"  all  traffic  unto  them,  and  the  great  liberty  allowed  to  ftrangers  makes  a  continual  mart. — So 
**  that,  whatever  excifes,  &c.  they  may  lay  upon  the  common  people,  they  are  fure  ever  to 
*'  eafe,  uphold,  and  maintain  the  merchants  by  all  pofiible  means,  thereby  to  draw  the  wealth 
**  and  ftrength  of  Chriftendora  to  themfelves.  And  although  the  duties  be  but  fmall,  yet  the 
*V  vaft  exports  and  imports  do  greatly  increafe  their  revenues  ;  which  vaft  commerce  enables 
"  the  common  people  not  only  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  excifes  and  impofitions  laid  on  them, 
*'  but  alfo  to  grow  rich. 

**  In  former  ages,  the  city  of  Genoa,  as  appears  by  their  ancient  records  and  fumptuous 
**  buildings,  had  a  vaftly  extended  commerce,  whither  all  nations  traded,  being  the  ftorchoufe 
•*  for  all  Italy  and  other  parts.  But  after  they  laid  fo  great  a  cuftom  as  fixteen  per  cent,  all 
**  nations  left  trading  with  them,  which  made  them  give  themfelves  wholly  to  ufury  ;  and  at 
*•  this  day  we  have  not  three  fhips  go  thither  in  a  year. 

**  On  the  other  fide,  the  Duke  of  Florence  having,  at  Leghorn,  laid  fmall  cufloms  on 
**  merchandize,  and  granted  them  great  privileges  ;  he  has  thereby  made  it  a  rich  and  flrono^ 
**  city,  and  his  ftatc  flourifhing." 

Next,  Raleigh  comes  to  his  favourite  point,  the  fifhery.  "  The  greateft  fifhing  that  ever 
*'  was  known  in  the  world  is  upon  the  coafts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ;  but  the 
^*  great  fifhery  is  in  the  Low  Countries  and  other  petty  ftates,  wherewith  they  fervc  them- 

**  felves  and  all  Chriftendom. 

« 

•*  I.  Into  four  towns  in  the  Baltic,  viz.  Koningfberg,  Elbing,  Stetin, 
**  and  Dantzick,  there  are  carried  and  vended  in  a  year  between  thirty  and 
"  forty  thoufand  lafts  of  herrings,  which,  being  fold  but  at  fifteen  or  fix- 
"  teen  pounds  the  laft,  is  about  fix  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  £.        s.    i, 

^*  and  we  fend  none  thither,  -^  —  —  620,000    o    o 

"  II.  To  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  the  ports  of  Riga,  Revel, 
**  Narva,  and  other  parts  of  Livonia,  &c.  there  are  carried  and  vended  above 
•*  ten  thoufand  lafts  of  herrings,  worth  —  —  —  .170,000    o    o 

**  And  we  fend  none  at  all  to  tjiofc  countries.  ■ 

Carried  over  ^.     790,000    o    o 

Vol.  IL  E  c  **  III.  The 
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Brought  over        790,000    o    o 

**  III.  The  Hollanders  fend  into  RufGa  near  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
'*  lafts  of  herrings^  fold  at  about  thirty  Ihillings  per  barrel,  is  —  27^000    o    o 

•*  And  we  fent  thither  about  twenty  or  thirty  lafts. 

**  IV.  To  Staden,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Embden  zrt  carried  and 
*^  vended  of  fifh  and  herrings  about  fix'  thoufand  lafts,  fold  at  about  fifteqn 
**  or  fixteen  pounds  per  laft,  —  *  —  —  100,000    o    o 

**  And  we  none  at  all. 

<(  V.  To  Cleves  and  Juliers,  up  the  Rhine  to  Cologne  and  Franckfort 
'*  on  the  Maine,  and  fo  over  all  Germany,  are  carried  and  vended,  of  fifh 
**  and  herrings,  near  twenty-two  thoufand  lafts,  fold  at  twenty  pounds  per 
"  laft,  is  —  —  —  —  —  440,000    o    o 

**  And  we  none. 

**  VI.  Up  the  river  Meufe  to  Maeftrecht,  Liege,  &c.  and  to  Venloo, 
**  Zutphen,  Dcventer,  Canipen,  Swoll,  &c.  about  fcven  thoufand  lafts  of 
•*  herrings,  at  twenty  pounds  per  laft,  is  —  —  —  140,000    o    o 

**  And  we  none  at  all. 

"  VII.  To   Guelderland,    Artois,  Hainault,  Brabant,  FlanJcrs,  Ant- 
"  werp,  and  up  the  Scheld,  all  over  the  Archduke's  countries,  are  carried 
*«  and  vended  between  eight  and  nine  thoufand  lafts,  at  eighteen  pounds 
«*  per  laft,  is  —  —  —  —  —  —  162,000    o    o 

"  And  we  none. 

•*  VIII.  The  Hollanders  and  others  carried  off  all  forts  of  herrings  to 
•*  Rouen  alone,  in  one  year,  (befides  all  other  parts  of  France)  five  thou- 
*«  fand  lafts,  is  —  —  —  —  —  100,000    o    o 

*'  And  we  not  one  hundred  lafts  

Total  fterling  money        £.     1,759,000    o    o 


«*  Qver  and  above  thefe,  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  fifh  vended  to  the  Streights. — Surely, 
**  the  ftream  is  neceflary  to  be  turned  to  the  good  of  this  kingdom,  to  whofe  fea  coafte  alone 
«<  God  has  fent  thefe  great  bleflings  and  immenfe  riches  for  us  to  take. — And  that  any  nation 
♦«  Ihould  carry  away  out  of  this  kingdom  yearly  great  maffes  of  money  for  fi(h  taken  in  our 
•'  feas,  and  fold  again  by  them  to  us,  muft  needs  be  a  great  difhonour  to  our  nation,  and 
"  hindrance  to  this  realm." 

This  account  of  the  magnitude  of  the.  Dutch  fishery  was  quoted  fixty  years  after  this,  by 
the  grand  Penfipnary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  as  believing  Raleigh  had  been  at 
great  pains  to  inform  himfelf  thereof ;  which,  coming  from  fo  great  an  author,  authenticates 
the  other  parts  of  this  rcprefentation. 

Raleigh  goes  on  to  other  branches  of  the  Dutch  commerce,  viz.  *•  That  although  the 
**  abundance  of  corn  grows  in  the  Eaft  Countries,  i.e.  Poland,  Livonia,  &c.  "  yet  the  great 
**  ftorchoufes  for  grain,  to  ferve  Chriftcndom,  &c.  in  time  of' dearth,  is  in  the  Low  Coun- 
«•  tries  i"  of  which  enough  has  already  been  related. 

^*  The  mighty  ftore  of  wines  and  fait  is  in  France  and  Spain  -,  but  tiie  great  vintage,  and 
•*  ftaple  of  fait,  are  in  the  Low  Countries :  and  they  fend  near  one  thoufand  fail  of  ihips 

"  yearly 
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1603  **  yearly  into  the  Eaft  Countries  with  fait  and  wine  only,  bciide  what  they  fend  to  other 
places  ;  and  we  not  one  fhip  in  that  way. 
The  exceeding  great  groves  of  wood  are  in  the  eaft  kingdoms,"  /.  e,  chiefly  within  the 

Baltic,  **  but  the  large  piles  of  wainfcot,  clapboard,  fir,  deal,  mafts,  and  other  timber,  are  in 
the  Low  Countries,  where  none  growcth,  wherewith  they  ferve  themfelves  and  other  parts, 
and  this  kingdom  ;  and  they  have  five  or  fix  hundred  great  long  (hips  continually  ufing  that 

"  trade,  and  we  none  at  all. 

The  wool,  cloth,  lead,  tin,  and  divers  other  commodities,  are  in  England;  but,  by  means 
of  our  wool,  and  of  our  cloth  going  out  rough,  undrcflcd,  and  undyed,  there  is  an  exceed- 

**  jng  manufaftory  and  drapery  in  the  Low  Countries,  wherewith  they  ferve  themfelves  and 

**  other  nations,  and  greatly  advance  the  employment  of  their  people  at  home,  and  trafGc 

**  abroad,  and  in  proportion  fupprefs  ours. 

**  We  fend  into  the  Eaft  Countries  yearly  but  one  hundred  (hips,  and  our  trade  chiefly 

**  depends  on  three  towns  there,  viz.  Elbing,  Koningft)erg,  and  Dantzick ;  but  the  Low 

^  Countries  fend  thither  about  three  thoufand  fhips,,  trading  into  every  city  and  port  town, 
vending  their  commodities  to  exceeding  profit,  and  lading  their  fhips  with  plenty  of  their 
commodities,  which  they  have  twenty  per  cent  cheaper  than  we,  by  reafon  of  the  difference 
of  the  coin ;  and  their  fi(h  yields  ready  money.  They,"  the  Hollanders,  "  fend  into  France, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy  about  two  thoufand  fhips  yearly  with  thofe  Eaft  Country  com- 

*•  modities,  and  we  none  in  that  courfe. 

*•  They  trade  into  all  cities  and  port  towns  of  France,  and  we  chiefly  to  five  or  fii:. 

**  The  Low  Countries,"  continues  Raleigh,  "  have  as  many  (hips  and  veflcls  as  eleven 

**  kingdoms  of  Chriftendom  have,  let  England  be  one.  They  build  every  year  near  one  thou- 
fand (hips,  although  all  their  native  commodities  do  not  require  one  hundred  (hips  to  carry 

**  them  away  at  once.  Yet  although  we  have  all  things  of  our  own  in  abundance  for  the  in- 
creafe  of  traffic,  timber  to  build  (hips,  and  commodities  of  our,  own  to  lade  about  one  thou- 
fand Ihips  and  ve(re]s  at  once,  (befide  the  great  fifhing)  and  as  faft  as  they  make  their  voyages 
might  relade  again ;  yet  our  fhips  and  mariners  decline,  and  traffic  and  merchants  daily 
decay. 

For  feventy  years  together  we  had  a  great  trade  to  Ruffia,"  there  was  a  trade  with  Ruflia, 
by  the  way  of  Narva,  long  before  the  voyage  round  the  North  Cape  was  difcovercd,  "  and 
even  about  fourteen  years  ago  we  fent  ftore  of  goodly  (hips  thither;  but  three  years  paft  we 
fent  out  four  thither,  and  laft  year  but  two  or  three  (hips ; — whereas,  the  Hollanders  are 
now  increafed  to  about  thirty  or  forty  (hips,  each  as  large  as  two  of  ours,  chiefly  ladeii 
with  Engli(h  cloth,  herrings  taken  in  our  fcas,  Engli(h  lead,  and  pewter  made  of  our  tin, 
befide  other  commodities  ;  all  which  we  may  do  better  than  they-  And  although  it,"  Raflia, 
be  a  cheap  country,  ind  the  trade  very  gainful,  yet  we  have  almoft  brought  it  to  nought  by 
diforderly  trading.  So  likcwife  we  ulcd  to  have  eight  or  nine  great  (hips  go  continually  a 
fiihing  to  Wardhuys,  and  this  year  but  one. 
**. God  hath  bleft  your  Majefty  with  copper,  lead,  iron,  tin,  alum^  copperas,  falFron,  fells," 

f.  e.  (kins,  "  and  many  more  native  commodities,  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred ;  and 

*'  other  manufactures  vendible,  to  the  number  of  about  one  thoufand ;  befide  corn,  whereof 

**  great  quantities  of  beer  arc  made,  and  moftly  tranfported  by  ftrangers;  as  alfo  wool  and 

-*'  coals. 

E  e  2  **  Ircu 
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X603  **  Iron  ordnance,  a  jewel  of  great  value,  far  more  than  it  is  accounted,  by  reafon  tliat  no 
*'  other  country  but  England  could  ever  attain  unto  it,  although  they  had  attempted  it  with 
**  great  charge." 

Raleigh,  moreover,  tells  the  King,  "  That  there  were  about  eighty  thoufand  undrefled  and 
**  undyed  cloths  annually  exported  from  England ;  whereby  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
**  per  annum,  for  fifty-five  years  paft,  (being  above  twenty  millions)  has  been  loft  to  the  na- 
**  tion,  which  fum,  had  the  faid  cloths  been  drefled  and  dyed  at  hom6,  would  have  been  gain- 
**  ed,  befide  the  further  enlarging  of  traffic,  by  importing  materials  for  dying,  and  the  increafc 
"  of  cuftoms  thereon.  Moreover,  there  have  been  annually  exported  in  that  time,  in  bayes, 
•*  northern  and  Devonfhire  kerfies,  all  white,  about  fifty  thoufand  cloths,  counting  three  ker* 
*•  fics  to  one  cloth ;  whereby  five  millions  more  have  been  loft  for  want  of  dying  and  dreffing, 
*•  Our  bayes  arc  fent  white  to  Amfterdam,  and  there  drefled,  dyed,  and  fhipped  for  Spain, 
*•  Portugal,  &c.  where  they  arc  fold  by  the  name  of  Flemifh  bayes  ;  fo  we  lofe  the  very  name 
**  of  our  home-bred  commodities."  All  this,  from  fo  able  a  perfon  as  Raleigh,  might 
probably  have  fet  Alderman  Cockayne,  five  years  after,  on  his  unfuccefsful  projeft  for  dying 
and  drcfling  our  cloths  before  exportation. 

Speaking  again  of  the  fifhcry,  he  aflerts,  **  That  the  great  fea  bufinefs  of  filhing  employs 
*•  near  twenty  thoufand  Ihips  and  velTels,  and  four  hundred  thoufand  people  yearly,  upon  the 
*•  coafts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  with  fixty  fhips  of  war,  which  may  prove  dan- 
*'  gerous.  The  Hollanders  alone  have  about  three  thoufand  (hips  to  fifli  with,  and  fifty  thou* 
*•  fand  men  are  employed  yearly  by  them  on  your  Majefty's  coafts  aforefaid ;  which  three 
''  thoufand  fhips  do  employ  near  nine  thoufand  other  fhips  and  veflels,  and  one  hundred  and 
*'  fifty  thoufand  perfons  more,  by  fea  and  land,  to  make  provifion,  to  drefs  and  tranfport  the 
**  fifh  they  take,  and  return  commodities,  whereby  they  are  enabled  yearly  to  build  one  thou- 
*^  fand  fhips  and  vefTels. 

*•  King  Henry  VH.  dcfiring  to  make  his  kingdom  powerful  and  rich  by  an  increafe  of 
"  fhips  and  mariners,  and  for  the  employment  of  his  people,  moved  his  fea  ports  to  fet  up 
**  the  great  and  rich  filhery,  promifing  them  needful  privileges,  and  to  furnifti  them  with 
**  loans  of  money  ;  yet  his  people  were  flack.  That  by  only  twenty  fifhing  bufles,  placed  at 
**  one  fea  coaft  town,  where  no  fhip  was  before,  there  muft  be  to  carry,  re-carry,  tranfport, 
**  and  make  provifion  for  one  bufs,  three  fhips.  Likewife  every  fhip  fetting  on  work  thirty 
**  feveral  trades.  Thus  thofe  twenty  buffes  fet  on  work  near  eight  thoufand  perfons  by  fea 
**  and  land,  andcaufe  an  increafe  of  near  one  thoufand  mariners,  and  a  fleet  of  eighty  fail  of 
**  fhips  in  one  town,  where  none  were  before."  With  how  ample  a  fund  did  this  great  man 
fupply  us  for  commercial  hiftdry,  for  the  times  he  wrote  in ;  and  who,  but — fuch  a  King, 
would  havefirft  imprifoned  him  for  many  years,  and  at  length  deprived  him  of  a  life  fo  well 
fpent  in  his  country's  fervice  ? 

-  In  the  conclufion,  he  flrongly  recommends  what  he  calls  a  State-merchant,  from  which  he 
promifes  a  great  increafe  of  commerce,  manufactures,  fhipping,  and  riches  ;  yet,  as  far  as  ap- 
pears from  his  general  account  of  it,  it  feems  to  be  no  more,  than  for  the  I^ing  to  give  him 
leave  to  name  a  number  of  commiffioners,  to  be  vefted  by  his  Majefty  with  authority  to  take 
examinations  upon  oath,  and  in  other  refpefts  to  regulate  commerce  to  the  beft  advantage ; 
which  fcheme  feems  much  the  fame  with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  ereded  in  the 
year  1696. 

With 
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1603  With  regard  to  this  whole  excellent  eflay  of  his  on  commerce,  it  was  a  mafterly  one  for  the 
time  in  which  it  was  written  ;  yet  he  is  fometimes  miftaken  :  for  inftance,  his  opinion  of  raif- 
ing  the  nominal  value  of  our  coin  above  its  intrinfic  value,  or,  in  other  words,  above  the 
price  of  bullion  in  other  nations,  which  he  thinks  would  be  a  means  to  keep  our  coin  to  pur- 
felves ;  feeing  it  is  now,  in  our  days,  clearly  underftood,  that  it  is  only  the  real  quantity  of 
pure  bullion  which  foreign  nations  will  regard  in  our  coins,  and  will  deal  with  us  accordingly. 
Yet  in  this  poi^n  Raleigh  may  be  excufed,  when  fo  lately  as  the  years  1695  and  1696,  when 
the  (liver  coins  were  fo  fhamcfully  impaired  as  to  require  a  general  re-coinage,  an  otherwife 
a^le  and  diligent  fecretary  of  the  treafury  fell  into  the  like  miftake,  as  will  be  related  in  its 

place. 

His  theory  is  good,  in  refpeft  of  the  great  advantages  accruing  to  the  public,  by  the  dying 
and  fully  drefling  of  all  our  cloths  before  exportation ;  neverthelefs,  we  fhall  fee  that  Alder- 
man Cockayne's  patent  for  that  end,  in  the  year  1615,  proved  unfuccefsful,  although  thofe 
arts  have  fincc  been  gained  by  us  gradually,  and  without  force,  which  a  compulfory  law  in 
King  James  the  Firft's  reign  could  not  efFeft.  King  James's  attempt  alfo,  in  the  year  1623, 
for  erefting  granaries  of  corn,  in  imitation  of  Holland,  proved  abortive.  The  fiflicry  is  much 
altered  fince  Raleigh's  time :  peoplfc,  even  in  Popilh  countries,  arc  become  more  delicate  in 
their  palates,  and  lefs  fond  of  a  fait  fifh  diet ;  yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  there  is  ftill  a  great 
demand  for  failed  fifh  in  many  countries. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  fome  part  of  this  eflay  may  poflibly  lie  under  the  cenfure  of  ex- 
aggeration, yet  its  hiftorical  and  critical  remarks  render  it  very  dcferving  of  a  place  in  this 
commercial  hiftory. 

Befide  the  eftablilhmcnt  of  a  company  of  Mines  Royal,  elefted  in  1563,  and  another  for  Mi- 
neral and  Battery  Works,  in  the  year  1568,  King  James  I.  in  this  firft  year  of  his  reign,  in- 
corporated with  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  others,  for  the  better  continuing  the  corporation  of 
the  Society  of  Mineral  and  Battery  Works,  of  the  tenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1568  ;  yet  npt- 
withftanding  the  afts  of  the  tenth  and  thirty-ninth  of  EHzabcth,  and  feveral  grants  of  King 
James  and  of  King  Charles  I.  and  II.  with  prohibitions  of  foreign  \mn  wire  and  wool  cards  ; 
and  that,  in  1668,  the  company  of  Mines  Royal  were  united  to  that  of  the  Mineral  and  Bat- 
tery Works,  of  which  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Earl  of  Shaftfbury  were  then  eledled  governors ; 
two  afts  of  Parliament,  neverthelefs,  in  the  years  1689  and  1693,  declared  no  mines  to  be 
Royal,  either  of  copper,  tin,  iron,  or  lead,  even  though  gold  and  (ilvcr  fhould  be  cxtrafted 
therefrom ;  provided,  however,  that  the  crown  may  have  the  pre-emption  pf  thofc  metals^ 
paying  for  copper  ore  fixteen  pounds  per  ton,  tin  two  pounds  per  ton,  iron  two  pounds,  and 
lead  nine  pounds  per  ton.  Thefe  afts  greatly  difcouraged  the  above-named  focieties,  and  gave 
rife  to  the  Mine  Adventurers  Company,  which  is  funk  alfo  into  a  very  languilhing  condition 
in  our  days. 

Things  relating  to  eatables  and  drinkables  were  generally  fllU  above  twice  as  cheap  as  in  our 
days.  By  a  ftatute  of  the  firft  year  of  King  James  I.  cap.  ix.  "  no  viftualler  fhall  fell  lefs 
**  than  one  full  ale  quart  of  the  beft  beer  or  ale  for  one  penny,  and  two  quarts  of  the  fmaller 
**  fort  for  one  penny." 

By  another  ftatute  of  this  year,  cap.  xxv.  "  when  wheat  is  not  above  one  pound  fix  fliillings 
and  eight-pence  per  quarter,  rye,  peas,  and  beans  fifteen  (hillings,  and  barley  and  malt 

fourteen  (hillings  per  quarter,  they  may  be  exported  in  Englifli  fliips,  paying  cuftom  two 

(hillings  per  quarter  for  wheat,  and  one  (hilling  and  four-pence  for  the  other  kinds." 

N,  B.  In 
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1603  ^'  ^*  ^^  ^^^  alliance  concluded,  in  the  year  1603,  at  Hampton-court,  between  King  Henry 
IV.  of  France  and  King  James  I.  of  Great  Britain,  chiefly  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands againft  Spain,  there  is  nothing  particular  relating  to  coftimercial  matters.  Vol.  ii. 
p.  128  and  131,  of  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  printed  in  1732. 

1604  Thuanus,  in  lib.  cxxxi.  acquamts  us,^'  that  an  alTembly  of  Hanfeatic  deputies  now  ap- 
**  pointed  a  folemn  embafly  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  renewal  of  their  mercantile  privileges  ; 
*'  it  was  in  the  name  of  the  cities  of  Lubeck,  Dantzick,  Cologne,  Hamburgh,  and  Bremen. 
•*•  They  firft  addreifed  King  James  of  Great  Britain,  who,  becaufe  they  brought  no  letters 
-**  from  the  Emperor,  foon  difmilled  them." 

In  a  letter  of  Sir  Thomas  Edmonds  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  that  King's  Minifter  in  Hol- 
land, printed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  (Winwood's)  Memoirs,  we  have  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil's final  anfwer  to  thofc  deputies  of  the  Hans-towns,  viz. 

**  That  as  their  privileges  were  heretofore  adjudged  to  be  forfeited,  and  thereupon  re  fumed 
**  by  the  King's  predeccflbrs,  in  refpeft  of  the  breach  of  condition  on  their  part,  fo  it  can  no 
**  way  ftand  with  the  good  of  the  ftatc,  to  reftore  tlicm  again  to  the  faid  privileges.  And  with 
^*  this  anfwer  they  departed  nothing  contented." 

The  Hanfeatics  went  from  thence  to  the  court  of  France,  where  they  met  with  abundance 
of  good  words,  but  nothing  elfe ;  and  then  they  went  to  the  court  of  Spain,  where,  probably 
for  the  Emperor's  fake,  they  had  fome  fuccefs. 

King  James  I.  having,  as  has  been  related,  determined  to  make  peace  with  all  nations,  we 
find,  in  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  5791  of  the  Foedcra,  a  treaty  fet  on  foot  at  London  between 
his  Miniflers  and  thofe  of  King  Philip  HI.  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Archduke,  Albert,  and  the 
Archduclicfs,  IfabcUa  Clara  Eugenia,  for  the  Netherlands.  What  was  then  concluded  relat- 
ing to  commerce  is  in  fubftance,  viz. 

*"  I.  All  Ihips  of  war,  and  letters  of  marque  and  rcprifals,-  to  be  called  in  on  both  fides. 

**  n.  King  James's  garrifons  in  the  cautionary  towns  fliall  not  fupply  the  Hollanders  with 
"  any  military  ftores,  nor  any  other  affiflance  whatever,  during  their  revolt  from  Spain. 

**  III.  There  ^all  be  a  free  and  uninterrupted  commerce  between  the  dominions  of  both 
**  parties,  as  it  was  before  the  late  wars,  and  as  agreeable  to  former  treaties  of  commerce ;  with 
**  free  accefs  to  each  others  ports,  fo,  however,  that  no  number  exceeding  fix  Ihips  of  war 
"  fhall  enter  into  any  port  on  either  fide,  without  previous  leave. 

*•  IV.  The  merchandize  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  may  be  freely  imported  into 
"  the  Spanilh  dominions,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  the  new  impoft  of  thirty  per  cent,  and 
**  (hall  pay  none  but  the  old  duties. 

"  V.  With  refpea  to  the  merchandize  which  King  James's  fubjefts  fhall  buy  in  Spain, 
**  they  fhall  likewife  be  exempted  from  the  faid  new  impoft  of  thirty  pounds  per  cent.,provid- 
**  ed  they  bring  away  the  faid  merchandize  in  their  own  Shipping,  and  unlade  them  either  in 
**  the  Britifh  dominions  or  in  the  Spanifli  Netherlands;  but  they  fliall  not  carry  them  any 
**  where  elfe,  without  paying  the  faid  new  impoft,  unlefs  it  be  to  France,  after  Spain  ftiall 
^*  have  adjufted  her  differences  with  that  crown. 

•*  VI.  There  fliall  be  no  interruption- of  merchants  commerce  in  either  country,  on  ac- 
^*  count  of  difference  in  religion. 

*•  VII.  The  effefts  of  perfons  dying  in  either  country  fliall  be  carefully  kept  for  their  exc- 
^  cutors  or  adminiftrators. 

«'  VIII.  Six 
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*'  VIII.  Six  months  time  allowed,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  for  merchants  in  cither  country  ta 
•*  remove  their  cffefts. 

**  IX.  The  Ihips  of  neither  contrafting  party  fhall  be  detained  in  the  ports  of  the  other 
*•  country,  nor  be  made  ufe  of  for  war,  without  their  refpeftive  fovereign's  confent.**  In  the- 
fccond  volume,  p.  131  to  146,  of  the  Colleftion  of*Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  oftavo,  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  year  1732,  there  is  a  treaty  with  exaftly  the  fame  title,  confifting  of  thirty-fix 
articles,  of  which  this  taken  from  the  Fcedcra  is  the  fubftance* 

Upon  concluding  tliis  treaty,  King  James,  in  tliis  fame  year,  incorporated  a  company  of 
merchants'  for  an  exclufivc  trade  to  Spain  and  Portugal ;  but  this  monopoly  being  found  to 
be  very  prejudicial  to  commerce,  it  was,  in  the  following  year,  fo  ftrongly  remonftrated  a- 
gainft  by  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  that  the  patent  was  revoked,  and  the  trade  to  thofe  coun- 
tries left  free  to  all,  as  before,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  third  year  of  King  James, 
cap.  vi. 

In  the  fixtcenth  volume,  p.  582,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  find  a  licence  and  protcftion  from  King. 
James  I.  **  to  Sir  Edward  Michelborne  and  fiis  afibciates,  to  go  with  their  fhips  on  the  difco- 
very  of  Cathaia,  China,  Japan,  Corea,  and  Cambaya,  and  the  ifles  thereto  belonging,  and 
to  trade  with  the  faid  countries  and  people,  not  as  yet  frequented  and  traded  unto  by  any 
of  OUT  fubjefts  or  people,  without  interruption ;  any  reftraint,  grant,  or  charter  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding."  This  licence  was  probably  well  paid  for  to  a  King  always  profufe, 
and  ever  necefiitous^  fince  it  is  direftly  contradiftory  to  the  following  claufe  in  Queen  Ehza* 
beth's  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the  year  1600,  viz.  '*  None  of 
the  Queen's  fubjcSs  but  the  Company,  tlieir  fervants  or  affigns,  fhall  refort  to  India,  with* 
out  being  licenfed  by  the  Company,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  fliips,  cargoes,  &c.'*  Yet  he 
and  Captain  John  Davis  went,  in  this  year,  with  one  (hip  and  a  pinnace  to  Bantam ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  Purchas,  performed  nothing  memorable* 

The  Englifti  Eaft  India  Company  fent  out  their  fecond  voyage  thither  in  this  fame  year 
1604,  with  four  Ihips,  under  Sir  Henry  Middleton.  At  Bantam  he  laded  two  fliips  with  pep- 
per, going  with  the  other  two  to  the  ifles  of  Banda,  famous  for  the  trade  of  nutmeg  and  mace. 
At  Amboyna,  fo  eminent  for  cloves,  he  laded  a  good  quantity  ;  tliere  he  found  the  Dutch  at 
war  with  the  Portuguefe  about  the  fovereignty  of  that  important  ifle.  In  their  return  home- 
ward, one  of  tlicir  fliips  was  loft,  but  the  other  three  got  fafe  home,  in  the  year  i6o6* 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  601,  we  meet  with  the  fallowing  record,, 
which,  like  many  others,  fliews  the  very  great  difference  between  thofe  aixl  the  prefent  times 
and  feafons.  Its  title  is,  Commlffio  pre  Tobacco^  wherein  King  Jamc«  fets  forth,  *•  That  where- 
as, tobacco  being  a  drug  of  late  years  found  out,  and  brought  from  foreign  parts  in  fmall 
quantities,  was  taken  and  ufed  by  the  better  fort^  both  then  and  n*w  only  as  pbyfic,  to 
prefcrve  health ;  but  it  is  now,  at  this  day,  through  evil  cuftom  and  the  toleration  thereof, 
exceflively  taken  by  a  number  of  riotous  and  diforderly  perfons  of  mean  and  bafe  condition, 
who  do  fpcnd  moft  of  their  time  ia  tliat  idle  vanity,  to  the  evil  example  and  corrupting  of 
others,  and  alfo  do  confume  the  wages  which  many  of  them  get  by  their  labour,  not  caring 
at  what  price  they  buy  that  drug.— By  which  immoderate  taking  of  tobacco  the  health  of  a 
great  number  of  our  people  is  impaired,  and  their  bodies  weakened  and  made  unfit  for 
labour. — Befides,  that  alfo  a  great  part  of  the  treafure  of  our  land  is  fpcnt  and  exhauftcd  by 
**  this  only  drug,  fo  Jicentioufly  abufed  by  the  meaner  fort.  All  which  enormous  inconvc- 
niencies  we  do  well  perceive  to  proceed  principally  from  the  great  quantity  of  tobacco  daily 
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1604.  **  brought  into  this  our  realm,  which  exccfs  might,  in  great  part,  be  reft  rained  by  fomc  good 

impolition  to  be  laid  on  it. — Wherefore,  we  command  you  our  treafurer  of  England,  to 

order  all  cuftomers,  comptrollers,  fearchers,  furveyors.  Sec.  of  our  ports,  that,  from  the 

twenty-fixth  of  Oftober  next,  they  Ihall  demand  and  take  for  our  ufe,  of  all  merchants,  as 
"  well  Englifli  as  ftrangers,  and  oMl  others  who  (hall  bring  in  any  tobacco,  the  fum  of  fix 
**  {hillings  and  eight-pence  on  every  pound  weight  thereof,  over  and  above  the  cuftom  of  two- 
"  pence  upon  the  pound  weight  ufually  paid  before,"  &c.— As  this  King,  as  well  as  his  fon 
and  fucceflbr,  had  a  mortal  hatred  to  tobacco,  and  as  it  was,  moreover,  all  brought  from 
the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  it  is  no  wonder  he  laid  a  tax  on  it  equal  to  a  prohibition,  had  it  been 
legally  irapofed  and  ftriftly  executed.  He  then  little  apprehended,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
tax  on  tobacco  of  his  own  colonies  would  yield  a  very  confiderablc  fhare  of  the  public  revenue. 
We  may  add,  what  is  obvious  to  all,  that  he  had  no  right  to  lay  ©n  fuch  a  duty  without  the 
c'onfent  of  Parliament.  . 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  605,  we  have  this  King's  proclamation  for  reforma- 
tion of  the  coin,  and  for  coining  new  money,  upon  the  late  union  of  the  kingdoms ;  (as  he 
afFefted  to  term  it)  and  on  his  new  broad  pieces  of  gold  he  caufed  to  be  cut  the  following 
words,  viz.  Henricus  rofa*^  regtia  Jacobus^  i.e.  King  Henry  VII.  united  the  red  and  white 
rofcs,  but  King  James  I.  united  the  kingdoms,  though  it  was  nothing  but  an  union  of  the 
crowns,  he  having,  in  this  year  1604,  affumed  the  ftilc  of  King  of  Great  Britain,  inftead  of 
King  of  England,  Scotland,  &c.  by  a  folemn  declaration  inferted  in  this  fame  volume  of  the 
Fcedera.  Yet  fuch  was  his  inftability,  that,  even  after  this  time,  we  find  many  deeds,  both 
in  this  and  the  next  volume  of  that  noble  colleftion,  with  the  laft-naracd  ftile  and  title  of 
King  of  England,  Scotland,  &c. 

In  this  fame  record  King  James  obferves,  "  That,  at  his  firft  coming  into  England  the 
^*  preceding  year,  the  Scotilh  gold  coin,  called  a  fix  pound  piece,  was  current  in  England  for 
**  ten  (hillings  of  filver."  Which  is  a  confirmation  of  what  was  related  under  the  year  1601, 
viz.  That  the  gold  and  filver  coins  of  Scotland  were  then  fixed  at  the  proportion,  to  thofe  of 
the  fame  denomination  in  England,  as  twelve  is  to  one. 

The  new  Englifh  gold  coins  now  ftruck  were  pieces  of  twenty  fhilllngs,  ten  fliillings,  five 
ihilKngs,  four  ihillings,  and  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence; 

And  the  filver  coins  were  pieces  of  five  (hillings,  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  twelve*pence, 
fix-pence,  two-pence,  one-penny,  and  an  halfpenny. 

As  the  two  loweft  of  thofe  coins,  both  in  the  gold  and  the  filver,  muft  have  been  very  fmall, 
there  being  much  the  fame  quantity  of  pure  metal  and  of  allay  in  them  as  in  thofe  of  our  own 
time,  they  were  extremely  liable  to  be  loft,  and  arc  therefore  now  fcarcely  to  be  found,  even 
in  the  cabinets  of  curious  coUeftors. 

According  to  Thuanus,  lib.  xxxii.  the  country  of  Canada,  or  New  France,  which  had 
been  firft  fettled  in  1603,  was,  in  this  and  fome  fucceeding  years,  more  particularly  explored 
than  had  been  formerly  done,  chiefly  for  the  finding  of  a' north-weft  paflage  to  China  and  the 
Moluccas,  as  had  before  been  attempted  by  others,  from  the  early  enterprizc  of  the  Cabots, 
father  and  fon,  by  direftion  of  King  Henry  VII.  of  England,  down  to  this  time. 

The  barbarous  cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  in  Chili,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of 

America,  where  the  native  Chilians,  in  reveiige,  deftroyed  many  of  their  fettlements,  had, 

by  this  time,  fo  far  incehfed  thofe  natives,  that  they  had  deftroyed  five  of  the  tliirteen  Spanifh 

towns  in  that  country^  with  much  (laughter. 

We 
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1605  'Wc  have  already  fecn  the  charters  of  two  temporary  Englifti  Levant  or  Turkey  companies 
expire  :  and,  as  fuch  limited  grants  are  always  difcouraging  to  the  adventurers,  King  James, 
therefore,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  1605,  incorporated  for  ever  a  new  company,  by  the 
defignation  of  tiie  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Levant  Seas.  It  J5  what  is  called  in. 
England  a  regulated  company,  there  being  as  yet  no  joint-ftock  companies  exifting  -,  every 
member  trading  on  his  own  particular  bottom,  though  under  fuch  regulations,  as  to  the  times 
of  fhipping  or  lading,  &c.  as  fliou Id  be  fettled  at  their  own  general  courts.  "  This  charter 
*^  grants  to  a  number  of  perfons  therein  named,  and  their  fons,  and  all  others  thereafter  to  be 
**  admitted,  or  made  free  of  the  company,  annually  to  eleft  a  governor,  deputy-governor, 
**  and  eighteen  afliftants,  who  fhall  manage  all  matters  relating  to  the  trade,  freedom,  &c.— 
**  All  the  King's  fubjefts,  being  merchants,  under  the  age  of  twenty-fix  years,  on  requiring 
**  the  fame,  and  paying  twenty  five  pounds  to  the  company  ;  and  if  above  twenty-fiif  years  of 
**  age,  paying  fifty  pounds,  fhall  be  made  free  of  this  company ;  and  all  their  apprentices  ftiall 
**  be  admitted  to  its  freedom,  on  payment  of  twenty  (hillings  only." 

Thus  a  moft  profitable  commerce  to  England  was  eftablifhed  in  perpetuity,  by  which  great 
quantities  of  our  woollen  manufactures,  and  of  latter  times;  much  other  merchandize,  as 
watches,  jewels,  &c.  have  been  annually  exported  thither.  The  Venetians,  for  many  ages, 
fupplied  Conftantinople,  and  other  parts  of  the  Levant,  with  woollen  cloth,  and  other  mer- 
chandize, until  the  Englifli  commenced  their  Levant  trade  ;  who  being  able  to  afford  their 
cloths  cheaper  than  the  Venetians  could  theirs,  they  drove  the  latter  totally  out  of  the  cloth 
trade  to  Turkey.     The  author  of  the  Trade's  Increafe,  publiflied  in  the  year  16I5,  fays. 

That  at  firft  this  company's  ordinary  returns  were  three  to  one  ;  and  this  has  generally  been 
le  cafe  in  newly  difcovered  trades." 

is  true,  that  Turkey  is  not  a  country  from  which  a  great  and  direft  balance  is  to  be  ex- 
pefted ;  yet  the  immenfe  quantities  of  raw  filk  brought  from  thence,  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  our  filk  manufa£lure  to  its  prefent  magnitude  ;  and  as  we  have  alfo  from  thence  cot- 
ton, mohair-yarn,  and  dying-fluffs,  in  great  quantities,  we  may  jufllyeflcem  this  trade  profi- 
table  to  tlie  public,  for  the  advancement  of  mfny  forts  of  manufaftures.  From  tlie  Levant 
come  alfo  phyfical  drugs,  coffee,  carpets,  &c. 

In  Captain  John  Smith's  fecond  volume  of  Voyages,  he  relates,  that  Captain  Ley  fettled 
with  fome  Englifhmen  on  the  river  Wcapoco  in  Guiana  ;  but  fupplies  mifcarrying,  they  were 
forced  to  abandon  that  fcttlement. 

A  pound  weight  of  gold,  by  the  coinage  of  this  fecond  year  of  King  James,  in  the  Mint  at 
the  Tower  of  London,  was  coined  into  thirty-fevcn  pounds  four  fhillings  by  tale,  in  pieces 
called  unites,  of  twenty  fhillings ;  of  double  crowns,  at  ten  fhillings  ;  firitifh  crowns,  five 
(hillings  ;  thiftle  crowns,  four  fhillings  ;  and  half-crowns,  two  fhillings  and  fix-pence  ;  being 
of  twenty-two  carrats  fine,  and  two  carrats  alloy. 

And  a  pound  weight  of  filver,  into  fixty-two  fhillings  by  tale,  of  the  old  flandard  of  eleven 
ounces  two  pennyweights  fine,  and  eighteen  pennyweights  alloy  ;  the  filver  pieces  were  crowns, 
half-crowns,  fhillings,  fixpences,  twopences,  pence,  and  halfpence. 

The  next  year  he  coined  the  gold  of  the  finenefs  of  twenty-three  carrats,  three  grains  and 
a  half,  into  forty  pounds  the  pound  weight,  by  tale,  in  pieces  called  rofe-rials,  of  thirty  fhil- 
lings; fpur-rials,  of  fifteen  fhillings;  and  angels,  of  ten  fhillings. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  the  following  pcnfions  and  falaries  were  now  fettled 
by  King  James,  whereby  fome  fort  of  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  rate  of  living  in  thofe 
times,  viz. 

Vol.  IL  F  f  'in 
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1605  In  p.  606,  on  his  fccond  fon,  Charles,  then  but  five  years  old,  being  created  Duke  of  York, 
forty  pounds  per  annum  is  fettled,  that  be  may  the  more  honourably  fuilain  that  new  dignity, 
fays  the  King. 

In  p.  611,  on  the  Duke  of  York's  nurfe,  fifty  pounds  yearly;  on  his  fempftrefs,  twenty 
pounds;  and  the  like  on  his  chamber-keeper,  and  on  his  laundrefs ;  and  on  his  cook,  thirty* 
fix  pounds  yearly. 

In  p.  616,  a  penfion  to  Dr.  Spotifwood,  Archbifliop  of  Glafgow,  of  eighty  pounds:  to 
Ulrick,  Duke  of  Holftein,  a  penfion  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  during  his  life  ;  equal,  fays  this 
record,  to  ten  thoufand  German  dollars. 

In  p.  637,  to  Sir  Lewis  Lucknor,  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  a  falary  of  two  hundred  pounds 
per  annum. 

As  every  thing  relating  to  the  gradual  improvement  and  incrcafe*  of  the  great  metropolis  of 
the  Britifh  empice,  does,  in  a  great  meafure,  indicate  and  teftify  a  gradual  increafe  of  its  ge* 
.  neral  wealth  and  commerce,  we  Ihall  not  fcruple  to  take  notice,  that  in  this  diird  year  of  King 
James,  an  a£{  of  Parliament  pai&d,  cap.  22.  for  paving  of  St.  Giles's  and  Drury-lane ;  where- 
in St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  was  then  ftill  deemed  a  feparate  town  or  village  from  the  great  con* 
tiguity,  and  was  till  now  unpaved,  and  very  foul  and  miry.  What  we  now  call  Broad  St. 
Giles's,  is  in  this  a£t  called  ''  The  {beet  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  St.  Giles,  leading  to« 
«  Holborn." 

In  the  Introduftion  to  the  Colteftion  of  Voyages  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  Phi- 
lip III.  King  of  Spain,  iiTued  a  fevere  declaration,  prohibiting  the  inhabitants  of  the  United. 
Provinces  from  any  trade  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  or  to  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies.  But  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  were  fo  far  from  being  overawed  thereby,  that  it  rathq^nfpired 
them  with  frefh  refolution  and  diligence.  Whereupon  they  almoft  immediately  fent  out  elevea 
ihips,  prepared  as  well  for  war  as  for  commerce :  they  were  foon  followed  by  eight  more,  well 
fupplied  with  foldiers,  who  were  to  remain^  and  keep  garrifon  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they 
firft  poifeiled  themfelves  of  the  fort  of  Amboyna;  and  after  taking  fevcral  Spanilh  and  Portu- 
guefe  prizes,,  tliey  entirely  diilodged  thofe  two  nations  from  th«  Molucca  ifles.  But,  witliout 
fetiguing  the  reader  with  an  account  of  all  the  feveral  voyages  of  that  Dutch  Company,  and 
the  numberlefs  defeats  of,  and  captures  from  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  both  in  India,  and 
on  their  voyages  to  and  from  India  ;  we  fhall  here  only  fummarily  obferve,  that  they  gradu- 
ally gained  fo  great  an  afcendant  over  them  in  that  part  of  the  globe,  as  put  them  in  full  pof- 
fefiion  of  an  immenfe  commerce  there :  fo  that  they  at  length  eftabliflied  their  faftories  and 
fettlements  from  Balfora,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tigris,  in  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  fo  along 
the  coafts  and  ifles  of  India^cvcn  to  Japan,  making  alliances  with  many  Indian  Princes ;  being 
moreover  become  fovereigns  in  many  parts  of  India,  as  of  the  coafts  of  the  fine  ifle  of  Ceylon, 
of  Pellicate,  Mafulipatan,  Negapatam,  and  many  other  places  along  the  coafts  of  Corotnan- 
del;  of  Cochin,  Canannore,  Cranganore,  and  other  places  along  the  coafts  of  Malabar;  of 
tlie  bcft  part  of  the  great  ifle  of  Java,  with  Batavia,^heir  great  emporium  there,  the  center  of 
all  their  Indian  commerce.  They  are  fovereigns  alfo  of  the  Moluccas,  and  other  fpice  iflinds  ; 
until  at  length  they  became  fo  potent,  as  to  have  been  able  to  fend  out  a  fleet  in  India  of  forty 
or  fifty  capital  fliips,  and  a  land  array  of  thirty  thoufand  men*  In  this  year  they  again  divi- 
ded fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  capital  to  their  proprietors* 

The  riches  brought  home  to  Europe  by  the  feveral  nations  now  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 

excited  the  emulation,  of  the  court  of  Denmark  to  attempt  afliorter  way  thither  by  the  north- 
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1605  weft,  although  fo  often  before  fruitlcfsly  attempted  by  others.     King  Chriftlan  IV.  this  year, 

fent  out  three  (hips  into  Frobiflier's  Straits,  which  traded  with  the  natives,  fome  of  whom  they 
brought  home  to  Copenliagen.  They  repeated  thefe  attempts  thither  for  feveral  fuccceding 
years,  but  made  no  material  difcovery. 

About  this  time  coaches  came  to  be  in  general  ufe  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  at  London  j  yet 
hackney-coaches  in  the  ftrcets  of  London  were  not  as  yet  known,  nor  ftagc-coachcs  to  and 
from  the  country, 

1606  Furtlicr  attempts  for  the  fuppofed  north-weft  paflage  to  China,  were  not  as  yet  laid  afidc 
by  England.  The  people  of  Hull,  who  traded  much  and  early  in  the  filliery  on  the 
coafts  of  Iceland  and  Norway,  made  alfo  fome  eflays  for  that  paflage  on  the  coafts  of  Green- 
land :  and  in  the  year  1606,  the  Ruflia  and  Eaft  India  Companies  joined  in  fending  out  one 
John  Knight,  who  had  been  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  the  preceding  year,  by  the  court 
of  Denmartc ;  but  he  returned  without  any  manner  of  difcovery  or  benefit ;  ifnly,  they  now 
firft  began  to  kill  morfes,  or  fea-horfes,  with  lances,  whofe  teeth  bding  in  thofc  times  ^fteemed 
better  than  ivory,  they  brought  home  many  of  them,  as  alfo  much  of  their  oil,  with  thirty 
tons  of  lead  ore  from  Cherry  Ifle,  fo  named  from  Sir  Francis  Cherry;  a  (hip  of  his  having 
difcovered  it  in  the  year  1603.  In  1608  and  1610,  the  Ruflia  Company  took  poflcflion  of 
Cherry  Ifle,  and  brought  home  a  confiderable  tjuantity  of  morfes  teeth  and  oil.  In  Gull 
Ifland  they  difcovered  three  lead  mines,  and  one  of  coal. 

In  the  third  year  of  King  James,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafl'ed,  with  direftions  how  a  paflage 
may  be  made  by  water  from  London  to  Oxford  ;  but  as  this  law  did  not  anfwer  expeftatjon, 
it  was  repealed,  as  we  fhall  fee,  by  one  of  the  twenty-firft  of  this  reign,  cap.  32. 

In  this  year  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  and  an  alliance,  was  concluded  between 
King  James  I.  of  England,  and  King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  for  their  mutual  defence  againft 
Spain,  and  for  fupporting  the  United  Netherlands.  It  is  in  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the 
Foedera,  p.  644,  &c.     What  relates  to  commerce,  is  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

**  L  The  duties  and  cuftoms  in  both  countries  to  be  the  fame  as  in  former  treaties. 

*'  n.  In  the  ports  of  London,  for  England,  and  of  Rouen,  &c.  for  France,  all  controver- 
**  lies  between  merchants,  ftiall  be  referred  to  two  merchants  of  each  nation,  who  fliall  be 
-**  called  Confervators  of  the  Commerce,  and  fliall  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  execution  of 

their  faid  office,  and  fliall  be  appointed  anew  every  year.     They  fliall  fee  to  the  juftnefs  of 

weights  and  meafures;  and  thofe  in  France  to  the  goodnefs  of  Englifli  woollen  cloth;  and 

that  which  fliall  appear  to  be  bad,  fliall  be  re-exported  to  England,  but  without  confifcation, 
**  however,  or  the  paying  of  any  duty  at  the  removal  or  return  of  fuch  cloth. 

"  III.  If  in  any  fliip  of  either  party,  there  be  found  goods  not  entered,  which  fliould  have 
*'  paid  cuftom,  only  the  faid  goods,  but  none  of  the  other  goods  in  fuch  fhips  fliall  be  for- 
"  feited. 

"  IV.  Merchants  dying  in  either  country,  may  freely  bequeath  their  effefts,  according  to 
**  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  their  own  refpeftive  countries. 

««  V.  All  letters  of  reprjfals  fliall  be  called  in  on  both  fides." — Sec  alfo  vol.  ii.  p.  147  and 
156,  of  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  publiflied  in  1732. 

N.  B.  In  this  treaty  tlie  ifles  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  are  included  by  name. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p*  659,  we  have  the  firft  inftance  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera,  of  an 
Englifti  minifter  appointed  to  refidc  in  Turkey  :  being  "  King  James's  letters-patent  to  Tho- 
mas Glover,  to  be  his  envoy  and  agent  in  the  dominions  of  Sultan  Achmet,  the  Grand 

^^  ^  "  Signior, 


it 


it 


228        AN      HISTORICAL      AND      CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.   D. 

1606  "  Signior,  who,"  fays  this  record,  "  has  freely  given  his  confcnt,  that  our  merchants  may 
*'  trade  to  his  dominions.  Liberty  is  hereby  given  to  the  faid  Thomas  Glover,  to  rcfide  in 
"  what  part  of  Turkey  he  fliall  think  beft,  and  to  appoint  confuls  for  the  good  government  of 
**  the  Englilh  in  the  other  proper  ports/'  This  was  in  confequence  of  the  newly  incorpora- 
ted Levant  Company  of  the  preceding  year,  erefted  in  perpetuity. 

After  the  laft  recited  treaty  between  England  and  France,  Mezerai  relates,  that  King  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France,  applied  himfclf  to  the  procuring  of  money  to  be  more  plentiful  in  his 
kingdom,,  and  of  quicker  circulation;  whereby  his  fubfidies  might  be  increafed.  Moreover^ 
commerce  appearing  to  him  to  be  one  of  the  moft  certain  means  leading  to  that  end,  he  ar* 
dently  delired  to  make  it  flourifli,  having  now  ereded  a  council  for  that  purpofe. 

**  -And  becaufe  he  was  not  potent  enough  on  the  ocean,  and  that  the  expence  of  obtaining 
**  the  fame  was  great,  and  the  profit  a  long  time,  and  very  uncertain  in  its  comings  he  be- 
"  lieved  he  (hould  fucceed  better  and  fooner  by  the  improvement  and  increafe  of  his  home 
^*  manufactures,  of  which,  about  this  time,  he  fet  up  feveral  forts  :  as, 

**  I.  Tapeftries,  of  the  richeft  fabric,  in  Paris,  by  means  of  divers  excellent  artifts,  whom 
•*  he  invited  from  Flanders. 

**  IL  Gilt-leather  hangings. 

**  in.  Mills  for  working  and  cleaning  of  iron. 

"  IV.  Gauzes  and  thin  linen  cloth. 

*'  V.  Pottery,  or  fine  earthen- ware. 

**  VI.  Glafs-houfes  forchryftaline. 

**  VII.  Cloth  and  ferges.  Huffs  and  filks,  in  divers  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  feveral  other 
"  works." 

Captain  Gofnold  having,  fince  his  laft  voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1602, 
given  an  advantageous  defcription  of  the  country,  as  Raleigh  and  others  had  done  before,  the 
gentlemen  and  merchants  of  England  began  to  entertain  frefh  hopes  of  planting  a  permanent 
colony  there :  and  both  the  X.ondon  and  Briftol  merchants  had,  for  three  or  four  years  pafl^ 
traded,  as  Gofnold  had  alfo  done,  for  fuch  commodities  as  the  Indians  on  the  coafts  of  that 
country  could  fupply.  Captain  Gilbert  alfo,  in  this  year  1606,  was  the  firft  who  failed  np, 
and  landed  in  the  great  bay  of  Chefapeak,  where  he  loft  his  life.  Moreover,  Captain  Wey- 
mouth, fitted  out  by  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and  the  Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour,  in  the  year 
1605,  had  traded  alfo  on  thofe  coafts  \Citli  the  Indians,  by  bartering  his  beads,  knives, 
combs,  &c.  for  their  furs,  fkins,  &c.  to  vaft  profit.  At  length,  after  much  folicitation,  Cap- 
tain Gofnold,  in  this  fame  year  1606,  obtained  of  King  James  a  charter  for  two  companies: 
the  firft,  called  the  South  Virginia  Company,  comprehending  the  now  named  provinces  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Carolina,  lying  between  latitude  thirty-four  and  latitude  forty-one 
north  ;  the  principal  patentees  being  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George  Somers,  Edward  Wing- 
field,  Efq.  and  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hakluyt,  Prebendary  of  Weftminfter. — Thefe  were  Called 
the  London  Adventurers. 

The  next  company  was  called  the  Plymouth  Adventurers,  who  were  empowered  to  plant 
and  inhabit  as  far  as  to  forty  five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  in  which  compafs  was  included 
what  is  now  called  Pennfylvania,  New  Jerfey,  New  York,  and  New  England  :  but  thefe  laft 
were  not  fettled  till  fome  years  after  this  grant. 

The  firft,  or  London  Company,  which  more  properly  ought  to  be  called  the  Virginia 
Company,  did,  in  this  fame  year  j6o6,  fend  out  two  Ihips,  in  which  went  Mr.  Percy,  the 

Earl 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE*.  229& 

A.  n. 

1606  Earl  of  Northumberland's  brother,  and  four  more  of  the  council  of  that  company,  carrying 

with  them  a  clergyman,  feveral  artificers  and  tools,  provifions,  ammunition,  &c.  They 
landed  and  fortified  themfelves  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Powhatan,  now  James  rivcr^ 
within  the  great  bay  of  Chefapeak,  and  named  their  firft  fettlement  James-town,  as  it  is  ftiil 
named  in  our  days.  This  therefore  was  properly  the  firft  Engliflf  colony  on  the  continent  of  ^ 
America  which  took  root,  and  has  proved  permanent  to  the  prefent  times,  all  former  attempts 
having  proved  abortive.  Here  one  hundred  men  fettled,  with  all  ncceffaries,  and  Captain 
John  Smith,  who  has  written  the  firft  account  of  the  country,  was  left  to  be  their  principal 
direftor :  and  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  joining  himfelf  to  this  company,  procured  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dale,  an  experienced  foldier  in  the  Netherland  wars,  to  be  their  firft  governor.  Some  of 
the  other  principal  managers  were  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  Sir  John  Danvers,  Sir  Maurice  Ab- 
bott, Alderman  Abdy,  &c.  Thefe  gentlemen  prevailed  on  the  great  Sir  Francis  Bacon  ta 
write  his  excellent  Inftruftions  concerning  New  Colonies,  which  are  printed  amongft  his. 
other  eflays. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  yellow  ifinglafs  duft  found  in  James  river,  and  other  golden  dreams^ 
fufpended,  for  a  time,  tlie  proper  improvement  of  that  infant  plantation,  which  was  alfo  great- 
ly obftruded  by  their  many  fquabbles  with  the  native  Indians,  then  very  numerous  there : 
but,  as  they  were  regularly  fupplied  with  neceflaries  and  recruits  from  England,  they  at  lengtU 
overcame  all  difficulties ;  the  greateft  of  which  was,  perhaps,  their  own  inteftine  divifions  and 
bad  conduft,  which  often  brought  them  into  great  diftrefs. 

In  this  year  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  to  its  members  feventy- 
fivc  per  cent,  on  its  capital  of  fix  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders  :  fo  that  the  firft  fubfcri- 
bers  were  now  re-imburfed  ninety  per  cent,  of  their  original  fubfcription,  including  the  for* 
mer  dividend  of  fifteen  percent,  in  the  year  1605,  exclufive  of  the  fifteen  per  cent,  in  1603^ 
got  chiefly  by  prizes  rather  than  commerce :  fo  prodigious  already  was  their  fuccefs  in  India* 

In  the  fourth  year  of  King  James,  the  Company  of  Merchant-adventurers  of  the  city  of 
Exeter  obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  9.  for  confirming  a  charter  which  Queen  Elizabeth, 
had  granted  them,  in  the  fecond  year  of  her  reign,  1560,  for  an  exclufive  trade  to  the  domi- 
nions of  France.  This  was  a  proper  monopoly  legally  eftabliihed,  but  as  far  only  as  related 
to  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  not  free  of  that  company ;  for  which  this  ftatute  afligns 
the  grounds,  viz.  *'  The  inconveniencies  arifiy  from  the  exceflive  number  of  ignorant  afti- 
**  ficers,  &c.  who  in  that  city  took  upon  then^o  ufe  the  fciencc,  art,  and  myftery  of  mer- 
*•  chandize." 

In  the  fame  fcffion  of  Parliament,  and  the  very  next  ftatute,  the  town  of  Southampton  ob- 
tained  power  to  exclude  every  one  from  merchandizing,  and  buying  and  felling  in  that  town, 
who  (hall  not  be  free  of  the  fame  town ;  with  an  exemption,  however,  of  the  barons  and 
freemen  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  whofe  privileges  of  buying  and  felling  there  are  hereby  prc- 
ferved  entire.  Both  which  monopolies,  though  merely  local,  would,  neverthelefs,  in  our 
more  experienced  days,  be  deemed  by  wife  men,  an  unreafonable  reftraint.  . 

Our  great  Camden  now  firft  publifhed,  in  Latin,  his  celebrated  work  entitled  Britannia; 
between  which  time  and  our  own  days,  the  ftate  or  condition  of  many  Englifh  towns  is  great- 
ly altered  for  the  better,  by  means  of  the  general  increafe  of  commerce.  For  inftance,  Cam- 
den, fpeaking  of  Lyme,  in  Dorfet(hire,  calls  it  a  little  town,  fcarcely  to  be  reputed  a  fea-port 
town  or  haven,  though  frequented  by  filhermen ;  yet  this  fame  once  contemptible  place  is  now 

become 
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1606  become  a  greatly  enlarged  town,  and  a  port  of  good  ftiipping,  having  a  fine  pier,  and  many 
refpeftable  merchants. 

The  town  and  port  of  Poole,  alfo  in  the  faid  county,  is  greatly  incrcafcd  in  (hips  and  mer- 
chants, fince  a  little  before  Camden's  time  ;  when,  according  to  him,  tlie  bulk  of  its  inhabi- 
tants were  a  few  fiflie^nen. 

The  fca-port  town  of  Sunderland  had  no  exiftence  in  Camden's  time,  othenvife  it  could  not 
have  efcaped.the  notice  of  that  accurate  author;  and  the  fame  may  be  obferved  of  Falmouth, 
now  a  well  frequented  port.  Of  Brillol  we  have  elfewhcre  related  the  great  improvements  ; 
and  yet  much  more  of  Liverpool ;  alfo  of  Newcaftle,  and  many  others,  both  fca-ports  and 
inland  towns,  where  manufaftures  now  greatly  flourifh ;  as  Norwich,  Leeds,  Halifax,  Bir- 
mingham, Mancheflcr,  &c. 

It  muft,  however,  be  admitted,  on  the  other  hand,  that  fome  few  Englifh  towns  have  fuf- 
fered  a  great  declenfion,  which  in  old  times  were  much  more  confiderable ;  particularly  the 
cities  of  York  and  Lincoln  :  the  latter  efpecially  muft  have  had  a  fuddcn  as  well  as  a  very 
grievous  decay  in  Camden's  time  ;  who,  obferving  how  much  the  city  of  Lincoln  was  funk 
and  decayed,  under  the  weight  of  time  and  antiquity,  adds,  "  That  of  fifty  churches  which  were 
**  remembered  to  have  been  in  it  by  our  grandfathers,  there  are  now  fcarce  eighteen  remain- 
"  ing."     Since  Camden's  time  they  are  reduced  to  thirteen,  and  thofe,  in  general,  of  no  very 

admirable  ftrufture.   . 

« 

1607  Since  we  are  upon  this  fubjeft  of  the  increafc  and  declenfion  of  cities,  Thuanus,  who  like- 
wife  wrote  in  1607,  fpeaking  of  the  famous  commercial  city  of  Dantzick,  obferves,  **  That 
"  from  a  fmall  and  obfcure  beginning,  it  has  fince  fo  greatly  increafed,  that  at  this  day  it  may 
**  be  efteemed  the  moft  frequented  and  richeft  emporium  not  only  of  the  north  and  weft,  but 
**  even  the  whole  earth." — Sed  totius  orbis  emporium  frequentljjimum  dittjjimumque hodie  habeatur. 
Frankfort  edition,  1614,  vol.  iii.  oflavo,  p.  324. 

Which  charafter  was  furely  ftretched  too  far,  fince  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  Amfter- 
dam  was  at  that  very  time  much  more  frequented  by  (hipping,  of  greater  magnitude,  of  a  more 
extenfive  commerce,  and  more  opulent  than  Dantzick.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  Dantzick  is 
fince,  in  fome  degree,  declined  from  its  former  profperity,  though  ftill  a  noble  and  opulent 

city-  ■• 

In  Sir  Ralph  Winwood's  Memorials  of  Affairs  of  State,  vol.  ii.  p.  351,  we  meet  with  a 
ftate  of  the  debt  due  from  the  United  N^BIrlands  to  the  crown  of  England,  as  it  ftood  in  this 
fame  year  1607  ;  partly  contra£led  on  account  of  the  troops  fent  to  their  afliftance,  and  partly 
alfo  for  the  expcnce  of  the  Englifli  garrifons  in  the  cautionary  towns  ;  the  whole  now  amount- 
ing to  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eight  pounds  fterling  money. 
^  The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Corbpany,  this  year,  is  again  faid  to  have  divided  feventy-five  per 

cent,  to  its  proprietors.     How  vaft  muft  the  profits  of  that  trade  then  have  been  ! — Yet  others 
write,  that  they  divided  only  twenty-five  per  cent,  at  this  time. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  660,  of  the  Foedera,  wc  fee  King  James's  charter  of  licence, 
for  feven  years  following,  to  Richard  Penkevell,  of  Cornwall,  Efquire,  and  his  colleagues, 
**  For  the  fole  difcoveryofa  paflage  to  China,  Cathay,  the  Moluccas,  and  other  parts  of  th6 

Eaft  Indies,  by  the  north,  north-eaft,  or  north-weft.     He  and  his  aiTociates  were  hereby 

incorporated  by  the  peculiar  name  of  The  Colleagues  of  the  Fellowfliip  for  the  Difcovery 
«*  of  tlie  l^orth  Paflagc.  They  were  to  enjoy  for  ever  all  the  lands  they  fhould  difcover,  not 
**  already  found  by  any  Chriftians,  refcrving  to  the  crown  the  fupreme  fovereignty,  and  alfo 

"  certain 


it 
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167        certain  prerogatives,  duties,  &c." — But  as  nothing  followed,  that  we  can  learn,  from  this 
charter,  we  need  fay  nothing  farther  about  it. 

Whether  Captain  Henry  Hudfon,  who  is  perpfetuated  by  giving  a  title  to  the  vaft  bay  that 
bears  his  name,  was  any  way  connefted  with  the  lad-mentioned  fcllowfhip,  we  fliall  not  take 
upon  us  to  determine.  In  this  fame  year,  however,  he  failed  as  fai*  north  as  eighty  degrees  and 
a  half,  in  queft  of  the  faid  paflage  ;  and  he  made  a  fimilar  attempt  the  following  year,  1608,  ta 
a  little  purpofe,  after  having  in'vain  tried  a  north  eaft  paflage  by  Nova  Zembla. 

There  having  been,  of  late  years  many  enclofures  made  of  heaths,  commons,  and' other 

wafte  grounds  in  England,  the  poor  peafantry  or  cottagers  of  feveral  counties,  in  this  fame 

year,  made  a  kind  of  riotous  infurrcftion  on  that  account ;  which,  however,  was  foon  quelled.  • 

The  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company  now  equipped  three  Ihips,  which  they  fent  out  on. 

their  third  voyage  to  India.    But  as  it  would  be  equally  tirefome  and  unprofitable  to  relate  what 

F  is  to  be  found  in  fo  many  other  works,  it  is  perhaps  more  than  enough  to  remark,  that  thc- 

fupcrior  induftry  of  the  Dutch  in  India,  had  already  been  beforehand  with  us  at  the  Spice: 
iflands,  pf  which  they  foon  after  this  time  made  themfelves  fovercigns,  as  they  reiliain  at  this, 
day  : — And  that  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits  at  the  Mogul's  court,  ftill  continued  equal  enemies  ta» 
both  Englifh  and  Dutch  in  India^. 

Under  this  year,  Mezerai,  though  a  Popifh  author,  writing  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV^ 
of  France,  highly  commends  the  ftate  of  Venice,  for  fo  wifely  confulting  the  true  intereft  of 
their  people.     For,  finding  many  inconveniencies  from  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  perfons,  efpe— 
cially  on  their  death-beds,,  they  did  not  fcruple  to  prohibit,  in  the  year  1603, 
P  Firft,  The  building  of  churches,  convents,  or  hbfpitals,  without  the  Senate's  permiflion. 

Secondly,  In  1605,  that  no  ecclefiaftic  be  allowed  to  leave,  bequeath^  or  engage  any  goods- 
*  to  the  church. 

Thirdly,  That  none  (hall  henceforth  give  any  cftate  in  lands  to  the  clergy,  nor  to  religious- 
orders,  without  the  confent  of  the  Senate,  who  would  allow  of  it  upon  good  confideration, 

And  upon  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth's  ftorming  thereat,  the  Senate  anfwered,  moft  wifely,  **  That 
*'  it  was  not  juft,  that  fuch  lands  as  maintained  the  fubjefts,  and  was  to  bear  the  charges  of 
"  the  ftate,  fhould  fall  into  mortmain  :"  quoting  alfo  the  like  pradlice  of  the  Emperors  Va— 
lentinian  and  Charlemagne  ;  of  all  the  French  Kings  from  St.  Louis  to  Henry  III.  of  Kin*'' 
Edward  L  of  England;  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  &c. — And,  which  is  moft  memorable^ 
^  although  the  Pope  interdiSed  the  Republic,  and  excommunicated  the  Senate,  in  the  year  1607,. 

yet  many  of  their  bilhops  and  clergy  continued  firm  to  the  Senate,  notwithftanding  all  the 
thunder  of  the  Vatican. 
x6o8       The  manufafture  of  alum  was,  in  the  year  1608,  firft  invented  and  fucccfsfully  praftifed  ia> 
England;  being  happily  encouraged  and  propagated  in  Yorkfhire  by  the  Lord  Sheffield,  Sir 
John  Bourcher,.  and  other  landed  gentlemen  of  that  county ;  to  the  very  great  benefit  of  Eng- 
land in  general,  and  to  the  Angular  great  emolument  of  the  proprietors  thereof  to  this  day.-— 
King  James  was  a  great  ehcourager  of  thefe  alum  works  ;  having,  by  the  advice  of  his  minif- 
ters,  aflumed  the  mon6poly  of  it  to  himfelf,  and-  therefore  he  prohibited  the  importation  of 
*  foreign  alum. 

But  that  King  was  not  at  all  fuccefsful  in  bis  laudable  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  filk  in- 
England,  in  imitation  of  King  Henry  IV.  of  France.     He,  in  this  year  1608^  fent  circular 
letters  into  all  the  counties  of  England  for  the  planting  of  mulberry  trees ;  for  which  end    he 
caufcd  printed  inftruftions  to  be  publilhed,  as  alfo  for  the  breeding  and  feeding  of  filk-worms. 

"  Having^-/ 


^^Z       AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.   D. 

1608  "  Having  fccn,"  fays  King  James>  **  in  a  few  years  fpace,  that  our  brother,  the  French  King, 
**  hath,  fincc  his  coming  to  that  crown,  both  begun  and  brought  to  perfe£lion  the  making  of 
^*  filk  in  his  country;  whereby  he  hath  won  to  himfelf  honour,  and  to  his  fubjefts  a  marvcl- 
**  ous  increafc  of  weahh."  This  was  very  true ;  but  experience  has  fhewn,  that  neither  tliat 
King,  nor  any  of  his  fucceflbrs,  have  been  able  to  propagate  lilk,  in  any  quantity,  north  of 
the  river  Loire,  and  much  iefs  fo  far  north  as  about  Paris. 

Hitherto  the  Englifh  were  but  little  {killed  in  dying  and  drefling  their  own  woollen  cloths: 
they  therefore  ufually  fent  them  white  into  Holland,  where  they  were  dyed  and  dreflcd,  and 
'  then  fent  back  to  England  for  fale.     This  may  fecm  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  thofe  who  made 
the  fineft  cloth  in  the  world,  could  not  perform  the  finifhing  parts  at  home.     But  the  faft  was 
really  fo.     Alderman  Cockayne,  and.fome  other  merchants,  reflefting  on  the  great  profit  made 
by  the  Hollanders  in  this  branch  of  trade,  and  knowing  alfo  King  James's  profufenefs,  and 
his  conftant  neceffities,  becaufe  of  his  utter  averfion  to  the  aflcing  money  of  a  Parliament;  they 
propofed  to  the  King  to  undertake  the  dying  and  dreffing  of  cloths  at  home,  and  of  how  great 
profit  it  would  be  to  the  public  and  to  his  Majefty  ;  whereupon  Cockayne  obtained  a  patent 
for  it,  cxclufive  of  all  others  :  and  the  King  was  to  have  the  monopoly  of  the  fale  of  fuch 
home-dyed  cloths.     In  order  thereto,  the  King  ilTued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  any  white 
cloths  to  be  fent  beyond-fea ;  feizing,  at  tlie  fame  time,  the  charter  of  the  Company  of  Mer- 
chant-adventurers, which  empowered  them  to  export  white  cloths.     The  Hollanders,  and 
German  cities,  on  the  other  fide,  refenting  this,  prohibited  the  importation   of  all  Eng- 
lifh dyed  cloths.     Thus  was  commerce  thrown  into  confufion ;  Cockayne  being  difabled  from 
feUing  his  cloth  any  where  but  at  home :  befide  that,  his  cloths  were  worfe  done,  and  yet  were 
dearer  than  thofe  finifhed  in  Holland.     There  was  a  very  great  clamour  therefore  raifed  againfl 
this  new  projeft  by  the  weavers  now  employed,  &c.  fo  that  the  King  was  obliged  to  permit 
the  exportation  of  a  limited  quantity  of  white  cloths  :  and  a  few  years  after,  in  the  year  1615, 
for  quieting  the  people,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  necefiity  of  annulling  Cockayne's  patent, 
and  refloring  that  of  the  Merchant-adventurers,  who  feem  to  have  gained  over  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Bacon  to  their  fide;    and,  in  a  letter  to  King  James,  printed  in  his  Refufdtatio, 
concerning  Cockayne's  new  company,  he  complains,  "  That  tliey  atfirfl  undertook  to  dye  and 
**  drefs  all  the  cloths  of  the  realm  ;  yet,  foon  after,  they  wound  themfclves  into  the  trade  of 
^'whites.     This  feeding  of  tlie  foreigner,"  (meaning  the  Dutch)  fays  tliat  great  man,  "may 

be  dangerous.     For,  as  we  may  think  to  hold  up  our  cloathing  by  vent  of  whites,  till  we 

can  dye  and  drefs ;  fo  the  Dutch  will  think  to  hold  up  their  manufactures  of  dying  and 
**  dreffing  upon  our  whites,  till  they  can  cloathe." 

In  this  opinion  his  Lordfhip  was  a  true  prophet;  though  in  what  he  adds,  we  may  fome« 
what  difient  from  him. 

**  I  confefs,  I  did  ever  think,  that  trading  in  gompanies  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  Englifh 
*•  nature,  which  wanteth  that  fame  general  vein  of  a  republic  which  runneth  in  the  Dutch, 

and  ferves  them  inflead  of  a  company  ;  and  therefore  I  dare  not  advife  to  adventure  this  great 

trade  of  the  kingdom,  which  hath  been  fo  long  under  government,  in  a  free  or  loofe  trade.'* 
And  thus,  merely  by  proceeding  too  precipitately,  an  art,  which  afterwards  was  gradually 
brought  to  abfolute  perfection  in  England,  was  now  deemed  imprafticable  for  oar  people  to 
perform. 

In  the  fame  fixtecnth  volume,  p.  667,  of  Rymer*s  Foedera,  King  James  enters  into  a  new 
dcfenfive  treaty  with  the  States  of  the  United  Netherlands  :  by  which  •'  he  engages  to  defend 

3  *•  them, 
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1608  ^^  them  and  their  country  againft  all  invafions  and  injuries  whatever;  and  to  ai&ft  them  with 

**  twenty  (hips  of  war,  each  from  three  hundred  to  fix  hundred  tons  burden;  alfo,  with  fix 
**  thoufand  foot,  and.  four  hundred  horfe.  And  they,  on  the  other  fide,  engage  to  aflift  him 
**  with  four  thoufand  foot,  and  three  hundred  horfe.  But  this  treaty  was  not  to  take  place 
*•  till  after  the  prefent  peace." — Meaning  the  peace  now  treating  of  between  Spain  and  the 
States. 

Another  treaty,  of  this  fame  date,  concerns  the  arrears  of  debts  due  to  King  James  by  the 
States,  as  well  as  commercial  privileges. 

**  I.  The  States  hereby  acknowledge  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
**  eight  pounds  fterliug  to  be  due  to  the  King," — as  we  have  obferved  under  the  preceding  year 
from  Win  wood's  Memorials, — *'  of  which  fum  he  will  expeft  nothing  for  tlic  firft  two  years 
*'  after  the  peace,"  (/.  e.  with  Spain  as  above)  "  in  order  for  tfieir  affairs  to  be  better  efta- 
*'  blilhed :  and  after  the  faid  two  years,  he  will  be  content  with  annual  payments  of  fixty 
**  thoufand  pounds,  until  all  be  paid  off. 

**  II.  The  Englifti  Merchant-Adventurers  (hall  enjoy  all  their  wonted  privileges  in  the 
**  Seven  Provinces,  for  the  mutual  advancement  of  the  commerce  of  both  nations." 

This  year  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  forty  percent,  on  their  ca- 
pital to  all  their  proprietors. 

Captain  Henry  Hudfon,  who,  as  we  have  already  related,  failed  up  and  gave  name  to  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  and  made  alfo  feveral  difcoveries  in  North  Virginia,  as  it  was  then  called,  where 
he  alfo  gave  the  name  to  Hudfon's  River.  He  is  faid  to  have  made  a  formal  fale  of  lands  lying 
on  that  river  in  the  year  1608,  including  therein  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Elizabeth's  Ifland, 
(now  part  of  New  England)  to  certain  Hollanders  ;  who,  thereupon,  began  to  plant  and  im- 
prove  it  very  faft.  They  named  the  country  New  Netherland,  and  built  there  the  city  of  New 
Amfterdam,  fince  named  New  York,  and  the  Fort  of  Orange,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  up  Hudfon's  River,  fince  named  the  city  of  Albany.  Certainly,  if  any  fuch  fale  was 
made  by  Hudfon,  or  any  onQ  elfe,  it  could  not  be  valid;  fince  it  was  conveying  part  of  the 
King's  dominions  to  a  foreign  nation,  without  the  participation  of  the  crown  jfnd  kingdom. 
But,  in  thofe  early  times,  fuch  matters  were  too  little  regarded,  the  country  of  Virginia  being 
fo  extenfive,  and  our  court  little  knowing,  forefeeing,  or  confidering  of  how  much  value  fuch 
tinfettled  lands  might  afterwards  prove.  In  much  later  times,  however,  the  fame  fiipinenefs 
has  proved  a  noble  harveft  to  the  French  in  North  America,  to  our  ineflimable  damage.  And 
a  fimilar  negligence  in  us,  and  much  more  in  the  court  of  Spain,  has  likewife  made  the  French 
fo  formidable  in  the  Weft  Indies  fo  lately  as  in  our  father's  days. 

In  this  manner  did  the  Hollanders  go  on,  greatly  improving  their  New  Netherland,  without 
any  efFcftual  check  or  difturbance  from  England  even  until  King  Charles  the  Second's  firft  war 
with  Holland.  The  States  General,  in  the  placart  or  patent  eftablifhing  their  Weft  India 
Company,  exprefsly  included  New  Netherland  therein  :  which,  however,  we  Ihall  fee  in  its 
proper  place,  they  were  unable  to  keep,  as  their  title  to  it  was  fo  very  iniperfeft. 

1609  In  the  year  1609,  Captain  Henry  Hudfon  made  a  third  attempt  for  a  i^orth-weft  paflage  to 
China ;  but,  being  again  obftrufted  by  ice,  fogs,  and  crofs  winds,  he  failed  back  to  the  iflc 
Faro,  and  from  thence  to  Newfoundland,  &c.  and  fo  home. 

In  this  year,  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  the  truly  eminent  and  moft  learned  Antiquary  of  his  time, 

wrote  an  ingenious  and  judicious  eflay^  intitled.  The  Manner  and  Means  how  the  Kings  of 

England  have,  from  Time  to  Time,  fupported  and  repaired  their  Eftates.     It  was  probably 
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1609  written  for  King  James's  private  ufe,  who  had  certainly  great  need  of  means  to  repair  his 
eftate,  as^  he  was  always  in  a  neceflitous  condition  :  occasioned  by  his  thriftlefs  and  injudicious 
extravagance.  This  eflay  was  printed  in  his  pofthumous  works,  in  165 1.  He  therein 
ftarted  a  thought  to  that  King,  which  helped,  for  a  >while,  to  fupply  his  necefHties,  and 
which  he  put  in  praftice  two  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  161 1,  **  For  his  Majefty  to  make 
*^  a  degree  of  Honour  Hereditary,  as  Baronets,  next  under  Barons,  and  grant  them  in  tail; 
*^  taking  pf  every  one,  a  thoufand  pounds  in  fine,  it  would  raife  with  eafe  one  hundred  thou- 
•'  pounds." 

In  cafe  of  a  fettled  pedce  in  America,  might  not  a  new  degree  of  honour,  (or,  perhaps,  an 
old  one,  limited  to  our  ifland  and  continent  plantations)  raife  a  confiderablc  fum,  to  be  applied 
foiely  for  making  the  moft  needful  improvements  nn  our  feveral  colonies  ? 

The  ingenious  atithor  of  The  prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  the  year  1683,  part  iii* 
p.  259,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  feveral  notices  of  the  fame  kind,  fixes  the  a^ra  of  mulber* 
ry  trees  being  firft  planted  in  England,  to  have  been  in  this  year  1609 :  a  fruit  now  fo  com* 
roon  every  where,  and  fo  hardy  as  to  thrive  in  fome  of  the  clofeft  parts  of  the  very  heart  of  the 
city  of  London. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  678,  of  the  Foedera,  we  meet  with  the  laft  infiance  of  the 
crown  of  England's  taking  the  benefit  of  the  old  ftatute  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  King  Ed* 
ward  the  Third,  **  For  levying  an  Aid  of  twenty  Shillings  on  every  Knight's  Fee  imme- 
*'  diately  held  of  the  King ;  and  tlie  fame  Sum  on  every  twenty  Pounds  yearly  in  Lands, 
*•  held  immediately  of  the  Crown  in  Soccage.  For  making  the  King's  eldeft  Son  a 
*'  Knight." — ("Pour  /aire  Fils  ChevalUrJ  This  aid  was  in  favour  of  Prince  Henry, 
King  James's  eldeft  fon,  not  yet  created  Prince  of  Wales,  though  fifteen  years  old.  And 
it  was  levied  with  all  poffible  difpatch  all  over  England ;  being  a  feafonable  fupply  of  the  King's 
wants. 

In  this  year  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  only  twenty  per  cent,  on 
their  capital. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  Captain  John  Smith's  voyages,  he  relates,  "  That  Mr.  Harcourt, 
•*  of  Stanton-Harcourt,  with  fixty  perfons,  fettled  on  the  river  Weapoco,  in  Guiana,  where 
*•  Captain  Ley  had  fettled  in  the  year  1605 ;  and,  returning  to  England,  he  obtained,  by 
*•  Prince  Henry's  intereft,  a  patent  for  all  that  coaft,  together  with  the  river  of  Amazons,  for 
**  him  and  his  heirs.  But  that  colany  could  not  exift,  for  want  of  being  duly  fupported 
**  from  home  :  which  had  likewife  been  the  cafe  of  Captain  Ley's  fettlement,  four  years  be- 
*^  fore." 

King  James  I.  (as  fome  think  in  refentment  for  the  Hollanders  having  rendered  Cockayne's 
fcheme  abortive,  or,  as  others,  to  get  money  from  them  ;  or,  thirdly,  perhaps  purely  from 
his  naturally  arbitrary  difpofition)  having  iflued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  all  foreign  nations 
from  fifhing  on  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  next  year  the  Hollanders  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  him,  for  their  paying  an  annual  fum  for  leave  to  fifli  on  his 
coafts.  And  when  James  would  afterwards  have  broke  this  treaty,  they  fupported  it,  by  con- 
voying sfnd  guarding  their  fiftiing  veflels  with  Ihips  of  war. 

After  above  thirty  years  war  between  Spain  and  the  United  Netherlands,  at  length,  (princi- 
pally through  the  mediation  of  the  Kings  of  England  and  France)  a  truce  was  concluded  for 
twelve  years,  upon  the  foot  of  uti  poffidetis^  /.  e.  all  things  during  that  term  to  remain 
juft  as  they  now  were^    This  truce  was  infinitely  honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  States ; 

and 
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x6og  and  though  difrcputable  to  Spain,  yet  it  gave  that  crown  a  breathing  time  for  war,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Mezerai,  had  coll  Spain  more  treafurc  and  the  lofs  of  more  men  than  all  thofe 
provinces  were  worth,  and  which,  had  it  continued  longer,  would  have  utterly  ruined  their 
trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  would  alfo  have  totally  obftrufted  tlieir  flotas  from  the  Weft  In- 
dies, without  which  Spain  could  not  fubfift.  The  Hollanders  having,  in  a  few  years  paft, 
taken  and  deftroyed  more  than  thirty  of  their  great  galeons  ;  and  the  Dutch  Admiral  Hecm- 
ikerk  having,  in  the  year  1607,  with  twenty-fix  Ihips  of  war,  attacked  the  Spanifh  Admiral,  Al- 
varez d'Avila,  though  one  third  part  ftronger,  even  under  the  cannon  of  Gibraltar,  deftroying 
thirteen  Spanifh  fhips  and  two  thoufand  men. — Spain  was  alfo  under  an  apprehenfion,  that, 
by  continuing  the  war  longer,  the  Hollanders  might,  through  necefCty,  give  themfclves  up  to 
France,  and  thereby,  with  the.Iofsof  the  Seven  Provinces  to  France,  lofe  alfo  the  reft  of  the 
Seventeen  Provinces.  For,  as  Sir  William  Temple  obfervcs,  "  The  greatnefs  of  the  Spanifh' 
**  monarchy,  fo  formidable  under  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  began  now  to  decline,  by  the 
*^  vaft  defigns  and  unfortunate  events  of  fo  many  ambitious  counfels  :  as,  on  the  other  fide, 
*'  the  affairs  of  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  were  now  at  the  grcateft  height  of  felicity." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch,  notwithftanding  their  continued  fuccefs,  had  powerful  mo-> 
tives  to  conclude  this  truce. 

I.  They  were  greatly  in  debt. 

II.  The  French  court  became  weary  of  the  annual  contributions  for  fupporting  them  in 
that  war. 

III.  King  James  had  well  nigh  forfaken  them,  becaufe  of  his  infatuated  favourite  fcheme  of 
the  Spanifh  match  for  his  fon. 

IV.  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  of  France,  whofe  interefl  it  was  to  difarm  Flanders,  on  which 
Mezerai  owns,  he  intended  to  feize,  made  ufe  of  both  intreaties^  and  menaces  to  bring  the 
States  into  this  truce. 

Thcgreateft  difficulty  which  Spain  found  in  this  bufinefs  was,  the  permitting  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Hollanders  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  point  had  broke  off  a  fimilar  treaty  two 
years  before.  At  length,  however,  the  truce  was  concluded,  on  the  foot  of  every  one  keeping 
what  they  then  poffeffcd,  or  uti  poffidetis. 

This  year  is  alfo  very  memorable  for  the  firft  founding  of  the  moft  famous  bank  of  Amftcr- 
dam  ;  a  bank,  which,  as  well  in  contemplation  of  its  never-violated  credit,  of  its  immenfe  trea- 
fure,  and  its  extcnfive  ufefulnefs  in  commerce,  may  be  juftly  confidered  as  the  firft  in  Europe. 
The  commerce  of  that  famous  city  was  by  this  time  become  fo  vaft,  that  the  merchants  found 
great  payments  in  filver  very  inconvenient:,  money  of  that  metal  having  generally  ever  been, 
and  probably  ever  will  be,  a  confiderable  part  of  moft  payments  ;  and  gold  coins  hazardous  in 
any  quantity  to  keep  in  their  poflefiion.  It  was  therefore  prudently  judged  by  the  magiftratcs 
and  merchants  of  that  great  city, 

I.  That  if  an  office  were  eftablifhed  for  the  receipts  and  payments  of  all  fums  of  money  of 
lix  hundred  guilders  and  upwards,  (afterwards  reduced  to  three  hundred  guilders  and  upwards) 
to  be  duly  regiflered  in  books  to  Be  kept  open  daily  atftated  hours,  which  would  be  a  legal 
proof  of  all  fuch  tranfa£tions,  many  difputes  and  law-fuits  would  be  prevented. 

II.  If  all  bills  of  exchange,  (as  well  foreign  and  inland^  and  limited  in  quantity  as  above) 
vrere  to  be  paid  only  in  this  office,  it  would  prove  a  great  fecurity  to  both  payers  and  receivers, 
by  preventing  many  frauds  in  the  payments  intrufted  to  private  perfons« 
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III.  To  fave  the  time,  trouble,  and  hazards  attending  the  frequent  carrying  of  cafh  to  this 
office  of  record,  they  faw  it  expedient  to  lodge  their  main  cafh  in  that  office  altogether.  And^ 
for  this  end,  books  were  opened,  wherein  each  perfon  had  a  diftinft  account,  kept  by  debtor 
and  creditor  ;  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  transferable  to  others  at  pleafure,  who 
thereupon  fhould  have  accounts  in  bank  opened  for  them,  and  they  again  to  have  the  fame 
liberty  of  transfer. 

Ricard,  in  his  Traite  general  du  Commerce,  printed  in  quarto,  at  Amfterdam,  in  the  year 
1706,  p.  170,  fays  exprefsly,  **  That  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  by  authority  of  the  States,  of 
the  31ft  of  January,  1609,  eftablilhed  themfelves  perpetual  cafhiers  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
that  all  wholefale  payments  in  commerce  and  in  bills  of  exchange  (hould  be  made  in  that 
bank."  When  the  new  Stadthuys  was  crefted,  this  bank  office  was  removed  into  a  large 
vault  of  that  magnificent  ftrufture  ;  •*  where,"  fays  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Obfervations 
on'the  United  Provinces,  cap.  ii.  **  is  the  greateft  treafure,  either  real  or  imaginary,  that  is 
known  any  where  in  the  world  :  and  whoever  is  carried  to  fee  this  bank,  fliall  never  fail  to 
find  the  appearance  of  a  mighty  real  treafure,  in  bars  of  gold  and  filver,  plate,  and  infinite 
bags  of  metals,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  all  gold  and  filver,  and  maybe  fo  for  aught  I  knpw  • 
but  the  Burgo-mafters  only  having  the  infpeftion  of  this  bank,  and  no  man  ever  taking  any 
particular  account  of  what  iflTues  in  and  out,  from  age  to  age,  it  is  impoffible  to  make  any 
calculation  or  guefs  what  proportion  the  real  treafure  may  hold  to  the  credit  of  it.  There- 
fore the  fecurity  of  this  bank  lies  not  only  in  the  efFefts  that  are  in  it,  but  in  the  credit  of 
the  whole  town  or  ftate  of  Amfterdam,  whofe  ftock  and  revenue  are  equal  to  that  of  fome 
kingdoms,  and  who  are  bound  to  make  good  all  monies  that  are  brought  into  their  bank. 
— This  bank,"  continues  Sir  William  Temple  *'  is  properly  a  general  cafti,  where  every 
man  lodges  his  money,  bccaufe  he  efteems  it  fafer  and  eafier  paid  in  and  out  than  if  it  were 
in  his  own  coffers  at  home  ;  and  the  ba-ik  is  fo  far  from  paying  any  intereft  for  what  is 
there  brought  in,  that  money  in  the  bank  is  worth  fomething  more  in  common  payments 
**  than  what  runs  current  in  coin  frorti  hand  to  hand."  (He  might  have  added,  that  there  is 
paid  to  this  bank,  one  ftiver  for  every  draught  or  payment  from  one  perfon  to  another,  and 
no  Icfs  than  ten  guilders  of  every  perfon  at  his  firft  opening  an  account  in  bank.  And  no  per- 
fon is  permitted  to  pay  or  receive  any  fum  lefs  than  three  hundred  guilders,  without  paying 
fix  ftivers  for  leave  to  do  it.)  **  No  other  money  paffing  in  the  bank  but  in  the  fpecies  of 
**  coin  the  beft  known,  the  moft  afcertained,  and  the  moft  generally  current  in  all  parts  of  the 
**^  Higher  as  well  as  of  the  Lower  Germany." 

Now,  although  this  author  writes  with  prudent  caution  concerning  "vvhat  he  could  not  cer- 
certainly  determine,  yet  it  is  generally  taken  for  certain  by  all  others  who  have  written  on  this 
bank,  that  there,  is  eithec  cafh,  or  bullion,  and  pawned  jewels,  lodged  in  the  vaults  of  the  Stad- 
thuys, equal  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  credit  of  this  bank  ;  which  forac  will  have  to  amount 
to  thirty-fix,  others  to  but  thirty  millions  fterling.  But  as  they  fhut  their  books  twice  in  a 
year,  for  a  few  days,  to  ftrike  a  general  balance,  their  true  capital  is  then  certainly  known, 
though  probably  keptfecrct  by  order  of  the  magiftrates,  foi*  prudential  confiderations.  Ricard, 
before  quoted,  (in  his  fecond  edition,  p.  171)  is  very  ex prefs  in  this  particular  point -,  and, 
as  a  proof  of  it,  fays,  "  Thatin  the  very  height  of  the  war  in  1672,  when  the  French  King 
"  had  already  taken  the  city  of  Utrecht,"  within  twenty-one  miles  of  Amfterdam,  "  there  was 
**^  a  very  great  demand"  (or  run  as  we  term  it  inXondon)  "  by  the  creditors  on  that  bank,  to 
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1609  "  draw  out  their  money ;  juftly  fearing,  that,  if  the  French  King  ftiould  become  Maftcr  of 
**  Amfterdaroy  they  fhould  lofe  all ;  yet  the  bank  paid  all  who  came  for  their  money.'* 

tS*  The  proper  definition  of  this  bank,  is  not  a  bank  of  current  money,  to  be  received  and 
iflued  daily,  like  thofe  of  London,  Venice,  &c.  but  is  purely  a  depofit  of  money,  the  credit 
whereof  paffcs  from  hand  to  hand  daily,  by  figned  tickets,  carried  to  the  cafhiers  of  the  bank,, 
direfting  them  to  write  ofF  any  fum  intended  to  be  paid,  from  the  account  of  the  Ower  to 
that  of  the  Receiver.  But  although  it  be,  without  doubt,  an  excellent  inftitution  for  fafety, 
cafe,  difpatch,  and  record,  yet  it  cannot  be  faid  to  incrcafe  the  general  quantity  or  circulation 
of j  money,  ae  forae  other  banks  cert^nly  do  :  if  it  be  prefumed,  as  above,  that  a  quaturty  of 
treafure  equal  to  the  total  of  their  credit  ever  remains  in  it ;  any  further  than  the  value,  of  the 
uncoined  bullion,  and  of  the  jewels  faid  to  be  pawned  there,  (by  feveral  Princes,  Nobles,  &c.) 
amounts  to.  With  the  above*named  dues,  the  expcnce  of  the  management  of  this  bank  is 
defrayed  ;  and  what  furplus  there  may  be  in  any  one  year,  goes  to  the  fupport  of  the  poor  of 
that  city.  Bank  money,  /.  e.  credit  in  the  bank's  books,  is  daily  bought  and  fold,  by  means 
of  brokers,  who  have  their  offices  near  the  bank;  the  money  whereof  is  commonly,  of  late, 
near  or  about  five  per  cent,  better  than  the  real  current  coin  of  Holland  ;  which  premium  is 
termed  the  Agio,  (a  term  borrowed  from  the  bank  of  Venice).  The  agio  varies  in  quantity 
according  to  the  demand  for  bank  money,  andalfo  according  to  the  quality  or  goodnefs  of  the 
coins  to  be  paid  for  it.  At\d  this- advance  or  agio  in  bank  credit  will  always  prevent  any  from  • 
demanding  current  cafh  of  the  bank  for  it; 

By  means  oi  this  bank,  the  magiflrates  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam  are  poflefTed  of  the  bulk  of 
the  property  of  their  inhabitants,  and  thereby  have  the  flrongeft  fecurity  for  their  fidelity,  who 
think  their  cafh  more  fecure  in  this  bank  than  in  their  own  cuftody. 

The  once  famous  Mr.  John  Law,  who,  from  an  obfcure  foreigner,  came  to  be  comptrol- 
ler-general of  the  finances  of  France  in  the  year  1720,  in  a  treatifc,  entitled.  Money  and  Trade 
conlideied,  firft  publiflied  at  Edinburgh,  and  long  after  at  London,  fays,  '*  he  has  been  in- 
"  formed,  that  the  invention  of  bank-s  was  owing  to  Sweden  :  for  the  bulk  of  their  money 
**  being  copper,  inconvenient  on  account  of  both  its  weight  and  bulk;  for  remedy  whereof  a 
bank  was  fet  up,  where  the  money  might  be  pledged  and  paper  credit  given  to  the  value, 
which  paffed  in  payments  and  facilitated  trade.  And  that  the  Dutch,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
fet  up  the  Bank  of  Amflcrdara:  for  although  their  money  was  filver,  yet  their  trade  was 
become  fo  great,  ihat  they  found  payments  in  filver  inconvenient. — Banks/'  fays  this 
author,  "  where  money  is  pledged  equal  to  the  credit  given,  arc  fure:  becaufe,  though  de- 
**  mands  were  to  be  made  of  the  whole,  fuch  a  bank  cannot  fail,  or  flop  payment."  This  is 
very  true  ;  but  then  fuch  a  bank  can  only  fland  on  a  national  bottom ;  and  its  expence  muft 
cither  be  defrayed  by  the  public,  or  elfe,  like  that  of  Amfterdam,  a  fmall  tax  might  be  paid 
for  that  end  upon  every  alteration  of  property :  but  banks,  Founded  upon  private  advantage, . 
nnifl  neccflarily  have  a  prudent  latitude  for  circulating  a  certain  quantity  of  paper  credit  with  * 
a  fmallcr  quantity  of  cafh.  As  for  Mr.  Law's  opinion,  that  Sweden  firfl  invented  banks,  it  is 
fo  far  from  being  barely  probable,  that  it  is  in  a  manner  pafl  all  doubt,  that  the  free  cities  of 
Italy  were,  in  very  early  times,  the  inventors  of  banks  (Lumber-houfes,  or  Lombard-houfes) 
and  bills  of  exchange,*  long  before  the  countries  on  the  north  end  of  Europe  knew  any  thing 
of  commerce  ;  which  Sweden  knew  Icafl  and  latefl  of  all  the  reft.  For,  although  it  muft  be 
confefTed,  that  the  precife  dates  of  thofe  inventions  in  Lombardy  are  not  e^caftly  to  be  traced, 
excepting  that  of  Venice,  which  we  have  feen  was  in  the  year  1 157  ;  yet  we  know  for  certain, , 
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1609  that  the  Italians  were  in  the  pra£lice  of  thofc  mercantile  arts,  before  Sweden  had  any  fort  of 
regular  commerce  or  communication  with  the  reft  of  Europe,  more  efpecially  with  nations 
without  the  Baltic  Sea ;  and  even  poflibly  before  their  copper  mines  were  worked ;  feeing  tlic 
firft  mention  we  meet  with  of  thofe  mines  was  not  till  the  year  1396,  as  we  have  obferved  in 
its  proper  place. 

There  is  indeed  a  bank  now  at  Stockholm,  but  it  is  far  from  being  of  an  ancient  date ; 
wherein  their  merchants  make  tlieir  payments  by  draughts  on  it.  This  mode  faves  tliem  the 
trouble  of  carrying  their  money  from  place  to  place ;  which  would  be  a  coniiderable  inconve- 
nience in  Sweden,  where  payments  are  often  made  in  ponderous  copper  dollars  that  would 
require  a  wheel  barrow,  or,  perhaps  in  fome  inftances,  a  cart  to  make  fuch  payments.   ' 

The  city  of  Hamburg*s  bank,  though  not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  Amfterdam,  is  how- 
ever an  imitation  of  it,  and  pretty  near  it  in  point  of  (landing.  It  has  an  agio  too,  and  takes 
in  none  but  the  very  pureft  coin.  It  is  faid  alfo  to  lend  money  upon  pledges,  at  a  moderate 
intereft,  and  that  none  but  citizens  can  be  admitted  to  have  an  account  in  their  books. 

There  is  alfo  a  bank  at  Rotterdam,  though  not  very  confiderable :  it  was  ercfted  in  the 
year  1635 ;  wherein  bills  of  exchange  are  paid  in  large  money,  and  only  ten  per  cent,  in 
Ihillings. 

In  an  eflay  of  the  famous  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  written  in  this  fame  year  1609,  probably  for 
King  James's  private  information,  he  propofes,  for  that  King's  emolument,  the  coining  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  copper  halfpence  and  farthings,  by  which  the 
King  would  gain  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  by  an  annual  increafe  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds 
of  thofe  coins,  he  would  gain  yearly  one  thoufand  pounds.  In  order  to  render  this  profit  to 
the  King  effedual,  he  propofed  the  reftraining  of  all  retailers  of  viftuals  and  fmall  wares,  from 
ufing  their  own  tokens,  (a  praSice  then  univerfal,  efpecially  in  London).  *'  For,"  fays  he, 
in  and  about  London,  there  are  above  three  thoufand  perfons  that,  one  with  another,  caft 
yearly  five  pounds  apiece  in  leaden  tokens,  whereof  the  tenth  remaineth  not  to  them  at  the 
year's  end;  and  when  they  renew  their  ftore,  it  amounteth  to  above  fifteen  thoufand  pounds. 
And  all  the  reft  of  this  realm  cannot  be  inferior  to  the  city  in  proportion. — Hereby,"  he 
obferves, 

•*  Firft,  Thofe  retailers  made  as  much  advantage  of  their  own  tokens,  as  is  now  propofed 
**  for  the  King  to  make  by  the  faid  copper  coins  ;"  which,  he  had  before  obferved,  were  al- 
ready in  ufe  in  all  the  abfolute  monarchies  of  Chriftendom.  * 

Secondly,  The  buyer  hereafter  (hall  not  be  tied  to  one  feller  and  his  bad  commodities, 

as.  they  are  ftill;  when  his  tokens,  hereafter  made  current  by  authority,  (hall  leave  him  the 

choice  of  any  other  chapman. — Bcfides,  it  cannot  but  prevent  much  wafte  of  filver,  that 

(by  minting  filver  pence  and  halfpence  occafioned)  there  will  be  no  occafion  hereafter  to  cut 

**  any  bullion  into  proportion  fo  apt  for  lofs  :  what  that  hath  been  may  be  conjeftured,  if  we 

**  mark  but  of  the  great  quantities,  from  the  penny  downward,  fince  Henry  the  Eighth's  time 

ftamped,  how  few  remain :  whereas  of  all  the  coins,  from  three-pence  upward,  which  are 

manual,  plenty  pafs  ftill  in  daily  payment."     See  our  remarks  on  the  too-fmall  gold  and 

filver  money,  coined  by  King  James,  under  the  year  1604. 

Thefe  remarks  foon  after  put  an  end,  in  a  great  meafure,  10  thofe  private  leaden  tokens,  and 
introduced  the  legal  copper  coins,  as  at  prcfent.  It  alfo  put  a  flop  to  the  coining  of  fuch 
minute  gold  and  filver  pieces,  fo  eafily  to  be  loft.  But  our  otherwife  great  author  was  certain- 
ly miftaken  in  imagining,  that  becaufe  the  leaden  tokens  of  private  retailers  were  moftly  loft, 
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1609  that  metal  being  naturally  very  periihable,  the  national  copper  coin  would  be  fo  likewife ;  or 
that  a  new  annual  coinage  thereof,  to  the  above-named  value,  would  be  requiiite ;  or,  laftly, 
that  the  public  would  require  fo  great  a  fum  to  be  circulated,  as  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  halfpence. 

Ireland  being  reduced  to  a  peaceable  condition,  King  James,  for  its  continuance,  and  for 
re-peopling  and  improving  thereof  by  Englilhmen  and  Proteftants,  made  an  offer  to  tlie  city 
of  London  of  his  forfeited  lands  there,  in  the  province  of  Ulfter;  which  the  court  of  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council  gratefully  accepted  of,  after  fending  perfons  thither  to  furvey  the 
fame ;  and  raifed  on  the  citizens  twenty  thoufand  pounds  for  carrying  on  fo  profitable  and 
honourable  an  undertaking  for  that  city;  for  which  end,  they  have  greatly  improved  the  lands, 
towns,  rivers,  and  falmon  fifliery  there ;  and  they  have  ever  fince  had  an  annually  elefled  com- 
mittee of  fix  Aldermen,  and  eighteen  commoners,  ftilcd  the  Irilh  Committee,  two  of  whom 
to  be  ftiled  Governor  and  Deputy- governor;  and  their  eftates  there  have  been  gradually  much 
improved,  to  the  very  great  benefit  of  this  city. 

The  fuburbs  of  London  daily  increafing,  and  with  them  alfo  the  dangers  from  fires  ;  water 
alfo,  in  fufficient  quantities,  thereby  becoming  more  difficult  to  be  had,  notwithflanding  the 
many  fprings  brought  in  leaden  pipes  into  that  city,  as  well  as  the  many  wells,  with  pumps, 
almoft  every  where  dug  within  the  city  and  fuburbs ;  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  therefore  ob- 
tained, in  the  third  year  of  King  James,  cap.  xxviii.  and  in  the  year  1605,  **  for  bringing  a 
t*  frcfh  ftream  of  running  water  to  the  north  parts  of  London  from  the  fprings  of  Chadwell 
and  Amwell,  &c.  in  the  county  of  Hertford. — Giving  power  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  of 
London,  to  lay  out  fuch  convenient  ground  for  the  making  of  the  trench  for  the  faid  New 
**  River,  not  to  exceed  ten  feet  in  breadth,  leaving  the  inheritance  in  the  owners  thereof,  who 
"  are  to  allow  a  free  paffage  through  their  grounds  to  and  from  the  faid  new  cut  at  all  times, 
•*  with  carts,  horfes,  &c.  for  making  and  repairing  the  fame ;  for  which,  fatisfaftion  or  com- 
*^  pofition  fhall  be  made  to  the  faid  owners  of  the  lands,  and  of  the  mills  ilanding  on  the 
**  ftreams  from  which  water  (hall  be  taken,  to  be  valued  by  commifi5k)ners  as  herein  direftcd. 
**  The  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  (hall  make  and  keep  up  convenient  bridges  over  the  faid  new  cut,  at 
**  fit  places,  for  the  ufe  of  the  King's  fubjefts  as  well  as  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  on 
•«  each  fide,  &c." 

In  the  year  following,  another  aft  of  Parliament  pafied,  cap.  xi.  purporting,  **  That  fince 
the  making  of  the  preceding  Itatute,  upon  view  of  the  grounds,  through  which  the  waters 
are  to  pafs,  by  men  of  (kill ;  it  is  thought  more  convenient,  and  Icfs  damage  to  the  ground, 
that  the  water  be  conveyed  through  a  trunk  or  vault  of  brick  or  ftone,  inclofed,  and  in 
*•  fome  places,  where  need  is,  raifed  by  arches,  than  in  an  open  trench  or  fewer.     Power 
"  therefore  is  hereby  veiled  in  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  &c.  for  that  efTeft."     Yet,  not- 
withflanding this  laft-named  expenfive  opinion ;  and  alfo  another  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the 
feventh  of  this  King,   1609,  cap.  ix.  granting  to  King  James  the  Firft's  newly  erefted  Divi- 
nity-college, at  Chelfea,  power  to  bring  water,  in  pipes,  from  the  river  Lea,  for  fupplying  of 
London  therewith  for  their  benefit,  which,  and  alfo  the  College  itfeff,  came  to  nothing ; — 
the  faid  New  River  was  in  three  years  time,  viz.  in  this  year  1609,  brought  into  the  head  or 
refervoir  at  Clerkenwcll  near  lilington,  in  thefirft  defigned.open  cut  or  trench,  the  other  plan 
being  found  to  be  much  too  coilly  as  well  as  too  tedious  to  be  executed :  and  from  thence  it 
has  been  conveyed  into  all  parts  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  in  elm  pipes.    The  projeftor  and  ma- 
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1609  nager  of  this  New  River  was  Mr.  Hugh  Middleton,  citizen  and  goldfmith  of  London,  who 
was  thereupon  knighted  by  King  James. 

Ahhough  this  article  may  feem  to  fome  not  immediately  to  relate  to  the  hiftory  of  com- 
merce, yet  it  in  fome  fenfc  dcmonftrates  the  great  increafe  of  the  wealth  of  London  by  com- 
rmerce,  to  be  able  to  tmdertake  fo  vaftly  expenfive  a  work ;  a  work  fuitable  to  the  power  and 
grandeur  of  ancient  Rome  in  its  zenith  of  glory ; — and  to  compleat  the  whole  trench  or  canal 
in  three  years  time,  though  running  the  length  of  about  fifty  miles  in  its  various  windings, 
from  near  die  town  of  Ware  to  Clerkenwell,  with  above  two  hundred  bridges  over  it. — We 
could  not  therefore  ^ink  this  fuccin£l  account  of  it  would  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader.  The 
proprietors  of  this  ISIew  River  were  afterwards  incorporated,  and  the  whole  is  divided  into 
ihares,  which  are  faleable  and  transferable  to  very  good  advantage. 

In  the  years  1609 — 10 — 11 — 12,  Captain  Jonas  Poole  failed  as  far  as  feventy-eight  degrees 
forty-three  minutes,  in  the  hope  of  difcovcring  a  north-weft  pafifage,  but  at  the  fame  time 
wifely  employed  part  of  his  time  in  killing  whales,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year  1609,  ambailadors  are  faid  to  have  come  from  Japan  into  Holland,  and 
concluded,  at  the  Hague,  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company.  It  feems 
indeed  almoft  incredible  to  many, 

Firft,  That  fo  fmall  a  ftate  ihould,  between  the  year  1579,  when  its  people  openly  revolted 
from  Spain,  and  this  year  1609,  when  the  famous  truce  before-named  was  concluded,  for 
twelve  years,  with  that  crown,  not  only  be  able  to  make  head  againft  the  mightieft  potentate 
of  Europe,  and  at  the  fartie  time  fo  enlarge  their  union,  by  taking  in  the  two  provinces  of 
Overyflcl,  and  Groningen,  where  many  ftrongly  fortified  places  were  firft  to  be  conquered,  at 
a  vaft  expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 

Secondly,  To  enlarge  their  frontiers  in  Flanders  by  the  conqueft  of  the  important  and  for- 
merly famous  town  and  port  of  Sluys,  as  alfo  of  Hulft,  and  feveral  other  places  in  what  is  fince 
named  E)utch  Flanders. 

Thirdly,  To  block  up  the  river  Scheld  by  the  forts  of  Lillo,  &c.  by  which  meafure  the 
famous  commercial  city  of  Antwerp  was  abfolutely  barred  from  all  maritime  commerce. 

Fourthly,  On  the  frontiers  of  Brabant,  to  conquer  the  ftrong  places  of  Bergen-op-zoom, 
Breda,  Bois-le-duc,  &c.  and  for  above  three  years  to  hold  out  the  town  and  port  of  Oftend 
againft  the  power  of  Spain,  at  a  great  expence. 

Fifthly,  To  annoy  Spain  with  powerful  fleets  in  her  own  ports,  and  to  attack  and  plunder 
fome  of  the  Canary  Ifles,  and  that  of  St.  Thomas,  under  the  cquinoftial  line.  And  yet,  dur- 
ing all  thofe  immenfe  expences,  to  grow  immenfely  opulent,  and  to  be  courted  by  the  moft 
diftant  potentates  of  the  known  world,  as  well  as  by  many  nearer  home.  What  can  more 
cffcaually  demonftrate  the  inexpreflible  advantages  of  a  general  and  extenfive  commerce  to  a 
nation,  than  thefe  and  fimilar  inftances  ?  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  they  (hew  the  great  pro- 
penfity  of  thofe  Ncthcrland  provinces  to  trade  and  induftry ;  who,  attended  with  an  happy 
union  of  hearts  and  counfels  in  thofe  early  times ;  thruft  thcmfelves  into  every  corner  of  the 
<;arth  where  any  commerce  could  be  had ; — pulhing  on  fo  immenfe  a  filheiry  alfo  as  fupplied 
;all  Europe  : 

Per  mare pauperiemfugtensy  perfaxa^  per  ignes.  Hex* 

i.  e*  Shunn'd  poverty,  through  feas,  sind  rocks,  and  fire ! 
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1609  To  which  may  be  added,  fo  great  and  extcnfive  a  commerce  to,  and  fuch  numerous  conquefta 
in,  India,  as  amazed  all  the  world ;  whilft  at  home  they  wonderfully  cultivated  all  fprts  of 
manufactures  great  and  fmall ;  and  being  fituated  as  it  were  in  the  middle  of  Europe,  they  very 
foon  made  Amfterdam  become,  what  it  flill  in  a  great  meafure  is,  the  grand  (lorchouie  or 
magazine  of  almoft  all  the  merchandize  of  the  univerfe, — whither  there  daily  arrived  numbers 
of  laden  Ihips  from  all  parts,  and  from  whence  others  daily  failed  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  Even  in  this  fame  year  1609,  ^'^^Y  ^^^  about  one  hundred  fliips  employed  in  the 
Gold-coall-trade,  at  Guinea  and  the  Cape  de  Verd  Ifles,  and  were  fo  fuccefsful  in  that  com- 
merce, that  they  foon  began  to  think  of  eftablifliing  a  Weft  India  Company. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  now  fent  out  but  one  Ihip,  firft  to  Bantam,  and  from 
thence  to  the  ifles  of  Banda,  &c.  but  finding  the  Hollanders  abfolute  lords  there,  they  were 
refufed  admittance  to  traffic.  Yet  the  Dutch  not  being  as  yet  mallets  at  the  ifle  of  Pooloway, 
tliis  Ihip  obtained  there  a  cargo  of  mace  and  nutmegs.  They  left  faftors  there,  for  future 
trade,  and  returned  home,  after  flppping  again  at  Bantam.  This  is  ufually  called  the  fifth 
voyage  of  this  company. 
1610  Although  the  fifteen  years  exclufive  trade,  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth^s  charter  to  the  feaft 
India  Company,  was  not  to  expire  till  1615  ;  yet  King  James,  on  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  in 
the  year  1610,  was  prevailed  on  to  grant  that  company  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  in  this 
feventli  year  of  his  reign,  fetting  forth,  **  the  profit  and  honour  which  this  trade  brought  to 

the  nation,  whereby  his  Majefty  was  now  induced  to  render  this  company  perpetual, — with 

the  ufual  powers  of  making  bye  laws ; — of  having  a  common  feal,  and  the  other  powers  in 
•*  the  former  charter*"  Yet,  as  appears  by  Thurloe*s  CoUe&ion  of  State  Papers,  vol.  iii. 
p.  516,  they  had  not  as  yet  adopted  the  mode  of  trading  under  one  joint  ftock,  but  went  on  in 
the  method  of  feveral  co-partnerfhips  and  leffer  flocks. 

This  new  charter  fo  much  encouraged  the  Eafl  India  merchants,  that  they  now  built  the 
largeft  merchant  fhip  that  ever  England  had,  being  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  tons  burdcn> 
named  the  Trade's  Increafe,  and,  with  three  others,  made  their  fixth  voyage  to  India. 

The  King  alfo  at  this  time  built  the  finefl  fhip  of  war  that  ever  England  had  before,  carry- 
ing fixty-four  cannon,  and  was  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  tons  burden,  named  the  Prince, 
Thus  we  may,  in  part,  fee  by  what  gradual  fteps  the  navy  royal  of  England  arrived  at  its 
prefent  magnitude  and  grandeur. 

The  oppofition  and  ill  ufage  which  Sir  Henry  Middleton,  the  admiral,  as  he  was  then  cal- 
led, of  this  fixth  Eatl  India  voyage,  received  from  the  Turks  at  Mocha,  on  the  Red  Sea,  and 
Surat,  from  the  Portuguefc,  whofe  fleet  he  was  forced  to  fight,  &c.  are  to  be  found  in  all  our 
books  of  voyages ;  and  the  like  may  be  faid  of  the  feventh  voyage,  in  the  year  161 1. 

On  the  acceffion  of  King  Lewis  XIII.  to  the  crown  of  Prance,  in  this  fame  year  1610, 
M.  de  Voltaire,  in  his  Introduftion  to  his  Eflay  on  the  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  gives  iis  a  com- 
pendious view  of  the  Hate  of  France  at  tliat  period,  viz. 

«*  I.  That  King  was  not  pofl£fIcd  of  a  fingle  fhip."  But  as  this  author  too  frequently  ov^r* 
fhoots  the  mark,  the  Duke  de  Sully's  Memoirs  fay,  he  had  only  about  fixtcen  (hips  of  war  at 
Breft  and  Rochelle,  and  twenty  gallies  in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 

"II.  Paris  did  not  contain  four  hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  nor  was  it  cmbellifhed  with  fo 
♦*  many  as  four  fine  edifices. 

**  III.  The  refl  of  the  cities  of  the  kingdom  were  like  the  the  towns  on  the  other  fide  the 
^*  Loire. 

Vol.  II.  H  h  «  IV.  The 
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1610      IV.  "  The  entire  body  of  the  nobility  were  fortified  throughout  the  provinces,  in  their  re- 
**  fpedive  caftles,  furrounded  with  moats  ;  and  oppreflcd  tlie  laborious  peafants  round  them. 

**  V.  The  roads  were  almoft  imprafticable,  and  the  towns  under  no  regulation. 

V*  VI.  The  ft  ate  was  without  money;  and  the  government  was  as  much  without  credit 
"  amongft  foreign  nations,  as  defeftive  at-home. 

VII.  "  The  ordinary  revenue  of  Lewis  XIII.  did  hot  exceed  forty-five  millions.  Silver^ 
**  it  is  true,  being  then  valued  at  but  about  twenty-fix  livres  the  mark,  thefc  forty-five  mil- 
**  lions  amounted  to  about  eighty-five  millions  of  the  prefent  money  of  France. 

Henry  IV.  father  to  this  King,  was  endeavouring  to  recover  France  from  this  flatc  of 

barbarity,  when  he  was  this  year  adafiinated  in  his  capital,  in  the  midft  of  a  people  whom. 
**  he  would  have  rendered  happy." 

King  Jamesl.  ever  entertaining  high  and  arbitrary  rwtions  of  the  extent  of  his  prerogative,, 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  grant  many  patents  for  very  unjuftifiable  monopolies,  /.  e,  for  the 
fole  vending  or  making  of  certain  merchandize  and  manufaSures.  His  people  hereupon  be- 
came extremely  uneafy  and  loud  againft  all  kinds  of  thofe  pernicious  grants,  which  indeed 
were  become  very  great  grievances  to  the  fubjefts.  This  obliged  that  King,  in  this  year,  to 
revoke  all  his  monopolies,  by  proclamation.  Which  revocation,  however,  was  afterwards 
forgotten  (as  will  be  feen)  by  him  and  his  Minifters. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  century,  there  was  a  prevailing  fpirit  of  adventuring  on  new  plan- 
tations from  England*  Even  the  barren  and  inhofpitable  iiland  of  Newfoundland  was,  ia 
printed  accounts,  reprefented  as  proper  for  plantation.  This  drew  in  the  great  names  of  Henry- 
Earl  of  Northampton,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Tanfield,  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  then  Solicitor- 
General,  &c.  to  join  with  a  number  of  Briftol  merchants,  for  obtaining  from  King  James  a. 
grant  of  part  of  Newfoundland,  lying  between  Cape  Bonavifta  and  Cape  Sti  Mary'^s;-and  a 
colony  was  accordingly  fent  thither :  yet  to  this  day  they  have  never  been  able  to  make  a^ 
proper  cultivable  and  ufeful  plantation  there,  any  further  than  is  abfolutcly  neceffary  ; 

Firft,  For  the  famous  fifhery  on  its  banks. 

Secondly,  For  its  fituation  in  refpeft  to  our  continent  colonics,  and  to  the  French  North 
American  dominions  :  and. 

Thirdly,  For  Ihelter  and  relief  of  our  own  fhipping :  and,  in  all  thefe  refpefts,  that  ifland 
is  highly  neceffary  to  be  poffefled  by  Great  Britain,  and  extremely  dangerous  in  any  other 
hands.     This  patent  was  in  fubftance, 

**  That  whereas  divers  of  his  fubjefls  were  defirous  to  plant  in  tlie  fbuthern  and  caftern 

parts  of  Newfoundland,  whither  the  fubjefts  of  this  realm  have  for  upwards  of  fifty  years 

paft  been  ufed  annually,  in  no  fmall  numbers,  to  refort  to  fifh  j  intending  thereby  to-  fecure 

the  trade  of  filhing  to  our  fubje£Vs  for  ever;  as  alfo  to  make  fomc  advantage  of  the  lands 
**  thereof,  which  hitherto  have  remained  unprofitable.  And  the  land  being  at  prefent  defti- 
*'  tute  of  inhabitants,  whereby  the  King  has  an  undoubted  right  to  difpofe  of  it.  Wherefore- 
**  he  now  grants  to  Henry  Earl  of  Northampton,**  and  forty-four  others  herein  named, 
•*  their  heirs  and  afligns,  to  be  a  corporation,  with  perpetual  fuccefiion,  &c.  by  the  name  of 
**  the  Trcafurer  and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Brif- 
**  tol,  for  the  Colony  or  Plantation  in  NewfouiKlland,  from  north  latitude  forty-fix  tO'fifty- 
**  two  degrees,  together  with  the  Teas  and  iflands  lying  within  tei^  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 

**  coaft;  and  ^U  mines,  &c. Saving  to  all  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  the  liberty  of  fiftiing 

**  there,  &c." 
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•lAfO  Mr.  Guy,  of  Briftol,  went  thither,  as  conduftor  of  th&  firft  colony,  who  is  faid  to  have 
contrafted  familiarity  and  friehdlhip  with  the  natives,  living  at  a  diftance  from  the  foutheiu 
and  eaftern  coafts  ;  and  it  is  pretended  that  while  he  remained  there,  viz.  for  two  years,  they 
went  on  very  well. 

in  this  fame  year,  the  gallant  Spanifli  Governor  of  the  Philippine  Ifles  attacked  the  Dutch 
Admiral  Willart,  (who  had  funk  a  Spanifli  galleon,  richly  laden,  from  China)  killed  him, 
and  took  three  of  his  four  ftiips  :  whereupon  the  Spaniards  retook  from  the  Dutch  the  iflands 
of  Tidore  and  Banda.  This  was  the  laft  fucccfsful  ftruggle  of  Spain,  in  thofe  parts,  againft 
the  Dutch. 

In  the  lixtcenth  volume,  p.  694,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  of  a 
defcnfive  alliance  between  England  and  France,  at  London,  and  for  the  confirmation  of 
former  treaties  :  it  was  begun  in  the  life-time  of  King  Henry  IV.  of  Franqe;  but,  as  he  was 
murdered  before  its  completion,  it  was  perfefted  by  his  fon  Louis  XIII.  a  minor,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Queen- regent.     It  is  in  fubftance,  viz.. 

**  I.  King  James  ftipulates,  in  cafe  of  France  being  invaded,  to  fupply  fix  thoufand  foot 
**  foldiers,  armed  with  cither  bows,  guns,  or  pikes :  and  with  eight  fliips  of  war,  with  one 
"  thoufand  two  hundred  fighting  men  in  them :  both  which  were  to  be  at  the  expence  of 
"  France. 

**  II.  On  the  other  hand,  France  ftiall  fupply  King  James,  in  the  like  cafe,  with  the  fame 
*'  number  of  foldiers  and  fliips,  when  demanded."  Voltaire,  as  we  have  juft:  feen,  exprcfsly 
affirms,  that,  at  this  time,  France  had  not  one  fliip  of  war.  This  is  the  fame  as  the  four- 
teenth article  in  vol.  ii.  p.  161 — 177,  of  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  oftavo, 
publifhed  in  1732. 

**  III.  If  any  potentate  fliall  detain  or  arreft  any  fliips  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland  ; 
**  the  French  King  fliall,  in  fuch  cafe,  arreft  and  detain  the  fliips  of  fuch  potentate  in  his 
**  harbours  until  thofe  of  .Britifli  fubjefts  be  rcleafed  :  and  King  James  promifes  the  like  for 
•*  the  French  King's  fubjeSs.'*  The  manner  of  modern  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  is 
much  more  cautious  than  that  of  this  third  article,  which  furely  ftipulates  too  much  on  both 
fides. 

*^  IV.  Free  liberty  to  the  Englifli  fubjefts  in  France  for  the  private  exercifc  of  the  Pro- 
**  tcftant  religion. 

"  V.  Three  months  time  allowed,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  for  the  merchants,  on  both  fides, 
**  to  bring  away  their  cfFefts. 

*•  VI.  Security  fliall  be  given  by  the  commanders  of  the  fliips  of  both  parties  fetting  fail, . 
**  not  to  commit  piracy  or  any  other  violence  to  the  other  party."     With  feveral  other  arti- 
*^  cles  againft  piratical  a£ls. 

**  VII.  The  Englifli  fliips  trading  to  Bourdeaux  and  into  the  river  Garonne,  fliall  not 
"  hereafter  be  obliged  to  land  and  depofit  tlieir  arms  and  ammunition  there :  neither  fliall 
**  the  French  fliips  in  England  be  put  to  the  fame  inconvenience :  neither  fliall  thefe  pay 
**  the  impofition  or  petty  dues  in  England,  called  head-money,  warranted  by  no  law  of 
**  England. 

**  VIII.  Laftly,  with  refpefl  to  all  other  commercial  matters,  the  treaty  of  1606  fliall  take 
**  place." 

fid*  The  reader  is  to  take  notice,  once  for  all,  that  although,  in  the  printed  Collcftion  of 
Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  pubhflied  in  tlic  year  1732,  feveral  of  fiich  treaties  differ  in  Ien:;ih 

H  h  2  and 
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1610  and  form  from  thofe  in  the  Foedera,.  the  fubflance  being  ftill  the  fame  in  both  ;  yet  we  have 
judged  it  fafeft  and  moft  aiithentic  to  copy  the  fubftance  of  them  from  the  Foedera,  rather  than 
from  a  printed  colleflion  without  the  ftamp  of  authority,  which  the  Foedera  undoubtedly  pof- 
fefles. 

In  the  fame  year,  1610,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  fifty  per 
cent,  on  their  capital. 

Captain  Hudfon  now  made  his  third  a;id  laft  attempt  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft,  paf- 
fage  to  China.  He  entered  the  ftraits  and  bay  of  his  name,  and  went  one  hundred  leagues 
further  than  any  one  had  done  before,  and  proceeded  till  he  was  flopped  either  by  ice  or  Ihoal 
water.  He  wintered  in  the  bay,  took  poflcflion  of  the  country,  and  traded  with  the  natives ; 
giving  Englilh  names  to  many  ports,  bays,  and  promontories,  wliich  they  ftill  retain  on  all 
European  maps  ;  fuch  as  Cape  James,  Cape  Henry,  Queen  Anne's  Foreland,  Defires  Provo- 
ked, the  Ifle  of  God*s  Mercy,  King  James's  Foreland,  Queen  Anne's  Cape,  &c.  He  was 
fupplied  with  fwans,  geefe,  ducks,  partridges,  &c.  But  great  dtfcord  arifing  between  him 
and  the  majority  of  the  (hip's  company,  they  mutinied,  and  moft  cruelly  turned  him  and  eight 
of  his  men,  who  were  moftly  fick,  into  an  open  boat,  and  they  were  never  heard  of  more.— 
Thofe  mutineers  returned  home  with  the  Ihip,  though  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions, 
&c.  the  greater  part  of  the  ringleaders  againft  Captain  Hudfon  lofing  their  lives  in  the  home- 
ward voyage. 

In  this  feventh  year  of  King.  James,  the  London  Adventurers  to  Virginia,  or  thefirft  co- 
lony, obtained  that  King's  charter,  which  incorporated  them  by  the  name  of  The  Treafurer 
.  and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  City  of  London  for  the  lirft  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia. This  was  what  was  then  properly  called  the  Virginia  Company.  "  They  were  hereby 
**  empowered  to  grant  and  convey  lands  there  to  the  adventurers  and  planters ;  to  appoint  a 
**  council  refident  in  Virginia,  to  place  and  difplace  officers,  &c."  The  fanguine  hopes  en- 
tertained of  that  colony  in  thofe  times,  kept  up  their  fpirits,  and  enabled  them  to  bear  a  great 
expence  and  many  difappointments  patiently ;  and  although  thofe  firft  adventurers  were  far 
from  being  gainers,  yet  the  nation  has  fince  reaped  a  noble  harveft  from  their  endeavours.  In 
the  tenth  year  of  this  King's  reign,  he  granted  them  all  the  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  South  Vir- 
ginia. 

16 1 1  In  tliis  year  the  Ruffia  Company  fent  out  a  fliip  to  difcover  Spitzbergen,  whofe  inhofpitable 
fliores  we  have  already  defcribed  under  the  year  1598. 

And  the  next  year,  that  company,  for  the  firft  time,  fent  two  fliips  thither,  purpofely  for 
the  killing  of  whales,  carrying  with  them  fix  Bifcayners,  expert  in  the  whale -fifhing :  but  they 
loft  both  their  (hips,  though  their  men  and  boats,  &c.  were  fayed  by  a  ftiip  of  Hull,  then  alfo 
at  Spitzbefgen. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  ambaflfadors  or  envoys,  in  a  folemn  embafly  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Japan,  in  the  city  of  Meaco,  are  faid  to  have  now  obtained  very  advantageous  terms 
of  commerce,  notwithftanding  all  the  oppofition  of  the  Spanlfh  and  Portuguefe  agents  there. 

Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  now  fent  out  his  fcrvant.  Sir  Tliomas  Button,  to  attempt  a  dif- 
covery of  a  north- weft  paflage  to  China.  He  entered  tlie  bay  which  bears  his  name  to  this 
day,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  where  he  wintered,  at  a  place  called  Port  Nelfon,  fo 
named  by  him  from  the  name  of  the  captain  of  his  fhip,  whom  he  buried  there.  He  difcor 
Ycred  a  great  continent  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  that  bay,  to  which  he  gave  the  names  of  New 

North 
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1611  North  Wales,  and  New  South  Wales.     He  alfq  ereftcd  a  crofs  here,  on  which'  he  fixed  the 

arms  of  England,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  our  right  thereunto. 

In  vol.  xvi.  p.  710,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  find  that  King  James,  in  imitation  of  what  was  done 
in  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  time,  granted  penfions  to  feveral  foreign  Proteftant  divines,  fa- 
mous for  their  learning,  &c.  having  now  fettled  a  penfion  of.  three  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num, during  pleafure,  on  the  famous  Ifaac  Cafaubon ;  and,  in  the  fame  year,  beftowed  on 
him  a  prebend  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  716,  in  King  James's  defenfive  alliance  with  feveral  German  Elec- 
tors and  Princes,  in  this  year,  he  engaged  to  fupply  them  with  four  thoiifand  foot- fold iers,  on  ' 
account  of  their  interefting  themfelves  in  the  difputed  fucceflioa  to  the  duchies  of  Juliers, 
Bergs,  and  Cleves  :  the  pay  of  thofe  troops,  in  fterling  money,  was  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

1.  The  colonel-general,  or  commander  in  chief,  per  day,  -        -       -       ;^.     5    o    o 

2.  A  colonel,  per  day,         ----------100 

3.  A  lieutenant-colonel,         --         -         -         -         -         -         -         --060 

4.  A  ferjeant-major,         ---------         -050 

And  the  whole  four  thoufand  foldiers,  with  a  captain  to  each  company,  per  day,   156     6     8 
In  the  tenth  voyage  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  this  year,  at  Surat,  our  people  had  an 

opportunity  of  obferving  the  immenfe  commerce  of  the  Portuguefe  in  thofe  parts  ;  feeing  no 
fewer  than  two  hundred  and  forty  fail  of  their  merchant  fliips  in  one  fleet,  bound  for  Cam- 
baya :  neverthelefs,  two  of  our  Ihips  foon  after  fought  and' defeated  four  of  their  great  galleons, 
and  twenty-fix  frigates  from  Goa,  fent  in  purfuit  of  them  ;  which  caufed  great  joy  to  the  In- 
dians at  Surat,  by  whom  the  Portuguefe  were  much  hated,  and  who  were  foon  to  lofc  the  bulk 
of  this  mighty  commerce. 

Siden  Muley,  King  of  Fez,  having  about  this  time  made  himfelf  mafter  of 'the  kingdom  of 
Morocco,  with  much  flaughter ;  and  King  Philip  III.  of  Spain  having,  by  agreement,  fup- 
plied  him  with  money  and  affiftance  therein,  in  recompence  thereof,  the  ftrong  fort  of  Xiara- 
che,  or  Alarache,  on  the  African  Ihore,  was  delivered  into  King  Philip's  hands. n 

About  this  year,  or  perhaps  the  preceding  one,  according  to  fome,  Philip  III.  of  Spain^ 
through  the  inftigation  of  his  bigotted  clergy,  committed  a  moft  fatal  miftake  in  point  of  true 
politics,  in  expelling  the  moft  induftrious  and  ufeful  people  of  his  kingdom,  viz.  the  Moors 
and  Jews  ftill  left  in  that  country  ;  which  expulfion  was  alfo  attended  with  great  cruelty. 

We  have  fcen,  under  the  year  1492,  that  a  period  was  then  put  to  the  Moorlfti  dominion 
in  Spain  ;  and  that  vaft  numbers  of  both  Moors  and  Jews  were  then  expelled  that  country,  al- 
though there  ftill  remained  great  numbers  of  both  thofe  forts  of  people  in  Spain,  efpecially  in 
the  provinces  of  Caftile,  Andalufia,  and  Valencia.  A  fubfequent  rebellion  of  them  in  1568 
was  not  quite  fuppreffed,  as  we  have  alfo  feen,  till  two  years  after,  wherein  alfo  vaft  numbers 
of  both  Moors  and  Jews  were  flaughtered.  The  remainder  of  both  thofe  people  were  either 
expelled,  or  were  obliged  to  profefs  the  Catholic  religion  by  baptifm  ;  and  if  they  afterwards 
relapfed,  they  were  delivered  over  to  the  horrible  barbarity  of  the  inquifition  :  they  were  there- 
fore ft  iled  new  Chriftians,  fome  of  whom  became  ccclefiaflics,  and  were  in  high  ftations- 
though,  it  is  faid,  they  were  all  either  Mahometans  or  Jews  in  their  hearts,  and  that  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thoufand  of  both  thofe  kinds  of  people  ftill  remained  in  Spain,  under  the 
difguife  of  being  new  Chriftians. 

King  Philip  II.  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  proceed  to  extremities  againft  thofe  unhappy 
people,  though.it  had  been  often  propofed  by  his  council ;   but  his  fon,  Philip  III.  being  a 
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1611  much  weaker  Prince,  and  confcquently  much  led  by  the  clergy,  was  drawn  into  this  cruelty. 
Thcfe  unhappy  objefts  of  tyrannical  bigotry,  were  faid  to  have  folicitcd  the  proteftion  of 
France,  of  England,  of  the  Dutch,  of  the  King  of  Morocco,  and  of  tha  Grand  Signior;  be- 
ing juftly  apprehenfive  that  their  inveterate  foes,  the  clergy,  would  fooner  or  later  bring  about 
their  deftruflion.  Rumours  alfo  had  been  fpread  at  this  time  of  their  intending,  on  a  Good 
Friday,  to  butcher  all  the  old  Chriftians.  Upon  fuch  furmifes,  and  on  fimilar  pretexts,  King 
Philip  icized  on  all  their  eftates,  and  expelled  them  his  kingdom  in  the  moft  cruel  manner. — 
Priefls  were  dragged  from  the  altars — ^judges  from  the  benches — hufbands  from  the  arms  of 
their  wives — and  wives  from  their  hufbands  ; — not  fparing  even  fuch  officers  of  the  crown  as 
were  allied  to  the  moft  ancient  Chriftian  families.  Many  of  thofe  miferable  people  were  tranf- 
ported  to  Barbary,  wliere  they  joined  the  race  of  thofe  before  expelled,  in  their  revenge  for 
Spanifh  cruelties*  Mczerai  fays,  **  That  fcarce  a  fourth  part  of  them  were  able  to  prefervc 
-  **  their  wretched  lives  :  for  being  looked  upon  as  infidels  by  the  Chriftians,  and  as  Chriftians 
by  the  infidels,  to  whom  they  fled,  they  encountered  cruelties  and  death  in  various  Ihapes. 
Some  were  Jrowned  by  the  very  mariners  who  pretended  to  tranfport  them  ;  others  were 
**  maflacred  by  the  Moors  of  Barbary."  In  Winwood*s  Memorials,  vol.  iii.  Mr.  (afterwards 
Lord)  Cottington,  the  Englilh  minifter  at  Madrid,  writes  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Englifh  refi- 
<lent  at  Bruflels,  '*  That  the  Spanifh  King  had  made  vaft  preparations  for  deftroying  the  Mo- 
**  rifcoes  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia:  having,  for  that  end,  aflemblcd  eighty-five  gallies^ 
"  twenty  fhips,  and  feventy  thoufand  foldiers.  At  one  inftant  they  feized  on  all  the  towns 
^*  and  villages  in  the  kingdom,"  (Valencia)  **  proclaiming  therein,  that  within  three  days, 
upon  pain  of  death;  they  fhould  repair  to  the  fea-fide,  there  to  be  embarked.  Many,  fear- 
ing what  (hould  afterwards  be  done  to  them,  attempting  to  fly,  were  immediately  exccu- 
*'  ted  :  the  reft,  which,  they  fay,  will  be  at  leaft  eighty  thoufand  houlholds,  have  daily  their 
hands  bound,  and  fo  put  on  board.  What  they  will  do  with  them,  or  whither  they  will 
carry  them,  is  yet  kept  fecret.  Some  fay  there  is  a  commiflion  given  to  put  them  all  on 
ihore  in  Barbary ;  and  others,  which  I  rather  believe,  that  it  is  to  caft  them  all  into  the  fea.'* 
**  Poftfcript, — I  can  almoft  aflure  you,  that  they  have  and  will  throw  into  the  fea,  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  above  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  A  cruelty  never  before  heard 
^*  of  in  any  age;"  fays  Lord  Cottington. 

7'anlum  religio  potuitjuadere  malorum  P 

s 

In  another  letter  to  the  fame,  he  fays,  "  That  three  of  the  beft  galleons,  and  three  fmaller 
^*  fhips  were  loft  in  a  tempeft,  all  fraught  with  Moors  :  our  Morifcoes,"  (or  Moors)  *'  not- 
*'  withftanding  we  have  embarked  at  leaft  eighty  thoufand  of  them,  arc  now  above  twenty 
**  thoufand  ftrongjn  the  mountains." — In  another,  "  our  Moors,  on  the  Mountains,  are, 
"  through  famine,  forced  to  come  down  :  their  King  is  hanged  -m  Valencia,  with  fome  i{:vf 
"  others,  and  the  reft  are  embarked  for  Barbary  :  we  now  begin  to  clear  Caftilc,  Eftremadura, 
'*  and  Andalufia,  of  Morifcoes  alfo. — They  are  to  be  gone  within  thirty  days." — In  another, 
**  We  here  turn  out  our  Morifcoes,  without  fufFering  them  to  carry  in  fpecie,  or  in  letters, 
*<  any  kind  of  gold  or  filver." 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  makes  the  number  of  thofe  Moors,  expelled  by  King 

Philip  III.  to  have  been  near  eight  hundred  thoufand  perfons  :  **  though,  on  the  contrary," 

iays  tliis  author,  very  juftly,  "  he  ought  rather  to  have  invited  more  to  come  into  his  king- 

**  dom,  * 
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x6ii  "  dom,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  number  of  fubjefts  conftitutes  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  mo- 
"  narchs." 

This,  and  former  cxpulfions,  deprived  Spain  of  vaft  numbers  of  her  moft  ingenious  and  in* 
duftrious  people,  who,  had  they  been  treated  with  moderation,  might  have  been  gradually 
brought  over  to  the  Catholic  religion.  Now,  if  to  thefc  lodes  of  people  be  added,  thofc  great 
numbers  fent  out  for  the  planting  and  continually  recruiting  of  their  vaft  American  colonies ; 
we  cannot  be  furprized,  that  there  are  now,  by  fome  accounts,  fcarce  five  millions  of  people 
in  all  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  though  about  thrice  as  large  as  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  where« 
in  are  about  twice  that  number  of  people.  By  fuch  depopulations,  and  by  their  bigotry,  la- 
zinefs,  and  pride,  that  fine  country,  from  being  once  one  of  the  moft  populous,  as  well  as 
beft  cultivated  in  all  Europe,  is  become  a  barren  folitude.  Mezerai  obferves,  that  the  Moors 
in  Spain  had  fo  far  improved  the  lands,  as  to  make  them  yield  more  by  one  third  part,  to  the 
landlords,  than  the  Spanifh  tenants  could  do  ;  wherefore,  when  King  Philip  III.  now  expel- 
led them,  he  gave  the  nobles  and  gentry  one  fourth  part  of  the  plunder,  by  way  of  recom- 
pence.  The  Moors  left  behind  them  in  Spain  very  illuftrious  marks  of  their  long  dominion 
there ;  feeing  moft  of  the  eminent  cities,  caftlcs,  and  palaces,  and  aifo  cathedral  churches^ 
which  formerly  were  mofques,  remaining  even  to  this  day,- were  built  by  them  ;  they  being, 
accounted  more  ingenious,  as  well  as  more  induftrious  in  bufinefs,  than  the  Spaniards. 

We  thought  ourfelves  obliged  to  dwell  the  longer  on  this  article,  of  the  cxpulfion  of  the 

.  Moors  and  Jews  from  Spain,  that  it  might  prove  a  ufcful  memento   to  us,  and  to  all  wife 

nations,  never  to  fufl^er  a  bigoted  clergy  to  poifon  the  court  and  country  with  their  perfecuting' 

principles.     A  numerous,  frugal,  and  induftrious  commonalty  being  the  greateft  riches,  glory, 

and  ftrength  of  a  well-ordered  ftate. 

The  great  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  had,  in  the  year  1604,  erefted  an  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany in  France,  which  neverthelefs  did  not  take  place  in  his  reign  ;  but  his  fon,  Louis  XIII. 
further  encouraged  the  Company  by  a  new  charter :  and  in  1615,  this  Company  fent  out  fhips 
and  took  poflcflion  of  the  great  ifle  of  Madagafcar,  which,  not  anfwering  expeftation,  the 
Company  and  trade  was  wholly  dropped. 

In  moft,  if  not  all,  the  new  branches  of  trade  difcovered  by  the  Englifti,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  laft,  and  the  former  part  of  the  prefent  century,  we  may  obfervc,  that  the  Dutch  gene- 
rally followed  clofe  at  their  heels.  This  has  been  feen  in  the  Ruflia  trade,  the  north-eaft  and 
north-weft  attempts  for  a  pafllage  to  China,  &c.  in  planting  in  America,  in  the  ckcumnavi- 
gations  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  and  in  the  Eaft  India  commerce.  It  is  true,  Dc  Witt,  in 
his  Intereft  of  Holland^  if  he  was  the  author  of  that  judicious  book,  as  is  generally  believed, 
reports  the  Dutch  to  have  made  early  attempts  for  the  whalc-fifliing,  at  Spitzbergen,  to  which 
parts,  whether  a  clufter  of  ifles,  or  a  continent,  is  ftill  uncertain,  they  probably  gave  that 
name.  Yet  as  the  mariners  of  the  port  of  Hull  were,  long  before,  much  in  the  fifliery,  at  and 
about  the  North  Cape  of  Norway  Lapland,  it  feems  probable,  that  the  Dutch  learned  the  way 
to  Spitzbergen  from  them,  as  they  had  before  the  way  to  Ruflia,  although  the  latter  looked  on 
Spitzbergen  as  only  a  part  of  the  vaft  region  of  Greenland ;  and  therefore,  even  in  our  own 
days,  we  ftill  continue  generally  to  call  it  Greenland* 

The  Hollanders,  being  emboldened  by  their  late  truce  with  Spain,  now  venture  down  to 
the  Levant  fcas  for  traffic ;  and,  in  imitation  of  the  Englifli,  they  now  fend,  for  the  firft  time, 
an  ambaflador  to  the  Grand  Signior  at  Conftantinople,  wher?  he  concluded  a  fa.vourable  treaty, 
of  commerce  for  his  mafters. 

3.  This. 
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i6i  I  This  year  \s  generally  fixed  on  as  the  firft  time  that  the  Dutch  or  Hollanders  gained  footing 
in  Japan ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  by  the  year  1616,  they  were  the  only  European  people  permitted 
to  trade  or  refidc  there.  The  invidious  ftory  of  their  artful  anfwcr  to  the  Japanefe,  upon 
being  aflced  if  they  were  Chriftians,  is  much  more  like  a  Portuguefe  calumny  than  the  real 
truth.  For,  as  the  Hollanders  had  wormed  the  Portuguefe  quite  out  of  all  trade  or  refort  to 
Japan,  it  is  far  from  being  improbable  that  their  priefts  invented  that  deteftable  calumny,  to 
render  them  odious  every  where ;  and  we  have  the  greater  reafon  for  this  fuppofition,  as  the 
Portuguefe  Jcfuits,  we  know,  were  alfo  very  liberal  of  their  falfe  and  cruel  inveftives'againft 
both  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  at  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul,  and  elfewhere  in  India,  upon 
a  vain  prefumption  that  their  nation,  being  the  firft  difcovercrs  of  a  paflagc  by  fca  to  India, 
h^d  the  fole  right  to  trade  thither. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  abfolute  fovercignty  of  the  dukedom,  now  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  was 
confirmed  by  Poland  to  the  elcftoral  houfe  of  Brandenburgh. 

In  the  fame  year  the  gallies  of  the  Duke  of  Florence  deftroyed  forty-two  belonging  to.  tlic 
Turks,  and  took  one. 

Many  eminent  hiftorians  and  chronologcrs  flourifhed  at  and  about  this  time ;  as  Helvicus, 
Calvifius,  Thuanus,  Spondanus,  &c. 

i6ia  From  the  year  1598,  to  1612,  the  Englifh  went  on,  unrivalled,  with  their  whale-fifliing  at 
Greenland.  But  in  the  laft  year,  when  the  Hollanders  firft  reforted  thither,  fome  of  the  Eng-- 
lifh  Ruffia  Company's  ftiips,  outward-bound,  feized  on  the  v/hale-oil  of  the  Dutch,  and  on 
their  fiftiing-tackle,  &c.  and  obliged  them  to  return  home,  with  a*  menace,  that  if  ever  they 
were  found  on  thofe  feas  hereafter,  they  would  make  prizes  of  both  (hips  and  cargoes  ;  their 
mafter,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  having  the  fole  right  to  that  fifhery,  in  virtue,  as  they  al- 
leged, of  the  firft  difcovery  thereof,  and  of  Spitzbergcn  ;  and  in  the  following  year  the  Eng- 
lifh feized  on,  and  brought  home  two  of  tjiofc  Dutch  (hips,  deeming  them  legal  prizes. 

The  Hollanders  now  join  the  Hans-towns  in  a  complaint  to  Chriftian  IV.  King  of  Den- 
mark, of  the  heavy  additional  toll  which,  fince  the  commencement  of  his  war  with  Sweden, 
he  had  impofed  on  all  Ihips  paffing  the  Sound.  Whereupon  that  King  gave  them  tlie  choice 
of  a  hard  alternative,  viz.  either  to  continue  to  pay  that  new  toll,  or  elfe  to  let  their  merchan- 
dize be  thenceforth  carried  up  the  Baltic  in  Danish  bottoms.  The  Lubeckers  being,  from 
their  fituation,  peculiarly  afFcfted  by  that  toll,  loudly  complain  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  redrcfs, 
jf  ever  to  be  hoped  for,  being  like  to  be,  as  ufual,  very  flow,  they  make  a  league  with  the 
'Hollanders  foF  the  mutual  protection  of  their  commerce  and  navigation,  determining  to 
fend  an  armed  force  to  the  Sound  for  that  end  :  for  the  expence  whereof,  .fcven-eighth  parts 
was  to  be  borne  by  Holland,  and  the  other  eighth  part  by  Lubeck.  This  alliance  was  to  laft 
eleven  years,  during  which  the  other  Hans-towns  might  come  into  it.  Accordingly,  after- 
wards, the  cities  of  Magdeburgh,  Brunfwick,  Roftock,  Straelfund,  and  Luncnburgh,  agreed 
*to  pay  each  one  per  cent,  and  Wifmar,  Gripfwald,  and  Anclam,  each  one  hilf  per  cent,  at 
their  afTembly  held  at  Brunfwick :  Hamburg  and  Bremen  arc  alfo  mentioned  by  Werdenhagen, 
vol.  ii.  without  afcertaining  their  quotas.  The  Lubeckers  alfo  carneftly  reprcfented  to  the 
Emperor,  that  the  Danes  had  feized  and  detained  their  fhips  and  merchandize  bound  to  Swe- 
den: and  the  King  of  Denmark  replied,  that  the  Lubeckers  had  fair  notice  before-hand,  that 
if  they  carried  on  any  correfpondcnce  with  his  enemies,  he  would  make  prize  of  them.  And 
with  refpeft  to  the  toll,  which  he  had  laid  on  fhips  paffing  the  Sound,  during  his  war  with 
Sweden,  that  was  no  more  tlian  what  otiier  Princes  do,  in  lilj^e  cafes,     *<  For  that  he  was 

**  fovercign 


\ 
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i6ia  '*  Sovereign  Loj:d  of  the  Baltic  Sea  (Maris  Bahici)  or  Sound;  the  dominion  whereof  was 
•**  tranfiliitted  to  him  by  his  anceftors  ;  feeing  a  great  par:  of  his  territories  border  on-  that  fca : 
"  wherefore  he  will  never  fuffer  his  title  to  his  faid  fovcreignty  in  the  Baltic  to  be  called  in 
**  queftion."     Probably,  however,  be  meant  only  that  part  of  it  called  the  Sound. 

My  Lord  Molefw6rth,  in  his  account  of  Denmark,  as  it  was  in  the  year  1692,  chap.  iii. 
fays,  **  This  paflage  of  tfie  Sound,  (or  Ore  Sound;  being  agreed  to  be  the  only  paflage  into 
*'  and  from  the  Baltic  Sea,  the  great  belt  became  quite  neglefted. — But  there  being  no  fixed 
■*'  rule  or  treaty  whereby  to  be  governed  with  regard  to  the  different  bulk  of  the  fhips  of  fo 
*'  many  different  nations,  the  Danes,  in  procefs  of  time,  began  to  grow  arbitrary,  and  exaSed 
**  mof e  or  lefs,  according  to  the  flrength  or  weaknefs  of  thofe  they  had  to  deal  with,  or  to, their 
**  friendfhip  or  difcontent  with  the  feveral  nations  to  whom  the  fhips  belonged  :  the  Emperor, 
'**  Charles  V.  thereupon  concluded  (at  Spire)  a  treaty  with  Denmark,  in  behalf  of  his  Nether- 
*'  land  fubjefls,  who  had  great  traffic  in  the  Baltic,  whereby  every  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons  and 
*'  under,  with  her  lading,  fhould  pay  two  rofe  nobles,  /'.  e.  about  thirty  fhillings  flerling,  at  its 
**  entrance  into,  or  return  from  the  Baltic;  and  every  fliip  above  two  hundred  tons,  with  her 
*'  lading,  fhould  pay  three  rofe  nobles  ;  which  agreement  remained  in  force  till  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces fhook  off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  of  which  tlie  Dartes  taking  advantage,  raifed  the  toll  on 
the  Hollanders  to  an  extravagant  height.  This  brought  on  the  alliance  between  the  Dutch 
"**  and  Lubeckers  already  mentioned,  which,  in  the  end,  brought  the  Danes  to  reafon.  Yet,  in 
*'  after-times,  the  Hollanders  paid  more  or  lefs,  according  as  fortune  was  favourable  or  advcrfe 
**  to  them,  till  the  year  1647,  when  the  firfl  formal  treaty  was  made  by  theqci  with  Denmark,  as 
*'  fovereigns,  for  forty  years,  at  the  expiration  whereof,  in  the  year  1687,  another-treaty  was 
**  made,  and  that  expiring  in  1691,  there  remained  in  force  only  tlie  ancient  treaty  of  Spire. 
**  As  for  England's  treaties  with  Denmark  on  this  point,  they  were  grounded  on  and  have 
^*  reference  to  thofe  of  the  Dutch,  with  a  covenant,"  fays  his  Lordfhip,  "  that  England  fliall 
**  be  treated  (tanquam  gens  amictjjima)  on  the  foot  of  the  mofl  favoured  nation,  excepting 
■**  always  Sweden,  whofe  fhips  paid  no  toll  at  all,  as  by  their  treaty  of  the  year  1644.*'  Yet 
lince,  (viz.  in  the  year  1720)  the  Swedes  engaged,  by  treaty  to  pay  as  all  other  nations. — It  is 
but  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  years  ago  that  the  Danifh  court  firfl  began  to  raife  tlie  toll, 
^nd  to  impofe  a  feparate  tax  on  the  merchandize  of  each  fhip.  For  that  end,  in  the  year  1640, 
the  Danifh  court  printed  a  book  of  rates,  viz.  a  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons  laden  eaflward  with 
fait,  to  -pay  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  rixdollars  and  twenty,  four  flivers.  Ditto,  laden 
with  rye  from  the  eaft,  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty-four  ftivers.  So  that 
the  charges  of  a  fliip  of  that  burden,  with  it«  outward  and  homeward  cargoes,  amounted  to 
iive  hundred  and  nineteen  rixdollars  :  and,  at  Hiat  time,  the  whole  tax  yielded  about  three 
hundred  thoufand  rixdollars  to  the  Danifh  treafury.  Hereupon,  the  Dutch  united  with  Swe- 
den, in  1643,  and  attacked  Denmirkbyfea  and  land,  fo  that,  the  Danifh  court  was  obliged  to 
reduce  the  tolls,  (on  an  average,  we  prcfunae)  to  two  hundred  and  forty-four  rixdollars  in  all, 
on  fliip  3nd  cargo.  The  Hollanders,  however,  not  fatisfied  with  that  reduftion,  brought 
Denmark  to  a  ne,w  treaty  in  the  yean  646,  by  which,  each  fhip  and  cargo  was  reduced  to 
one  hundred  rixdollars  in  all,  both  outward  and  homeward.  Siqcc  which  reduftion,  tiie  en- 
tire toll  of  the  Sound  has  not  yielded  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  rixdollars.  The  Danes 
raifing  this  toll  fo  high,  proVed,  it  feems,  the  occafion  of  their  lofing  fome  of  their  befl  pro- 
vinces to  Sweden. — The  En^lifh  and  Dutch  have  ever  paid  this  toll  with  reluftaBce,  and 
^ould  never  allow  of  any  kindof  fearching,  or  even  flopping  theirihips,  and  the  Danes  (fays 
Vol.  n.  I  i  bis 
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16 1  i  his  Lordlhip)  are  content  to  take  the  Maftcr  of  the  veflers  word  for  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  his  lading,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  urge  the  point  further,  left  we  fhould  enquire  too 
narrowly  into  their  original  right,  and  into  their  ability  to  maintain  it.  For  whilft  we  and 
the  Dutch  are  content  to  pay  this  toll,  all  the  other  petty  princes  and  ftates  do  it  without  mur- 
'  mur  :  but  if  we  once  break  the  chain,  they  would  Ihake  off  their  part  of  it  likewife.  Now  if, 
from  what  his  Lordfliip  fays  in  the  ninth  chapter,  the  whole  revenue  of  Denmark  was  but 
two  million  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand  rixdollars,  it  cannot  be  furprizing  that  the 
toll  of  the  Sound,  when  at  the  higheft,  has  been  often  faid,  to  be  the  brighteft  jewel  in  the 
Danifli  crown. 

By  the  intercft  of  a  Dutchman,  who  was  this  year  in  great  favour  with  the  King  of  Ceylon, 
his  countrymen,  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  found  means  to  obtain  a  favourable  trea- 
ty with  that  King,  who  thereby  engaged  to  deliver  annually  to  that  Company  all  the  cinnamon 
of  tha  ifland, — to  exempt  them  from  feveral  taxes, — and  to  allow  free  commerce  thither  to  no 
other  European  nation  without  their  leave, — and  alfo  to  difpofe  of  all  his  precious  flones  to 
them  alone, — and,  laftly,  to  allow  them  half  thecuftoms  of  the  ifland,  &c.  (fays  Baldaeus,  a 
Dutch  preacher  at  Ceylon,  who  publifhed  his  Account  of  Ceylon  at  Amfterdam,  in  the  year 
1672).  Yet  the  contcfts  of  the  Dutch  for  fecuring  their  conquefts  of  the  Molucca  Spice  If- 
lands  prevented  their  being  able  at  this  time  to  improve  that  treaty  fo  far  as  to  drive  the  Por- 
luguefe  out  of  Ceylon,  who  were  guarded  againft  the  encroachments  made  by  the  Dutch,  and 
bad  alfo  violent  quarrels  with  the  faid  King  of  Ceylon. 

The  very  high  and  peremptory  words  of  the  Danifli  court  we  have,  verbatim,  tranflated 
from  Werdenhagen  :  but  although  the  crown  of  Denmark  was  then  fovereign  of  both  fliores 
of  the  Sountl,  (as  being  poflTefled  of  Schonen,  fince  yielded  to  Sweden)  yet  then  and  ever  fince, 
the  reft  of  the  potentates  of  Europe  have  raiher,  by  common  confent,  acquiefced  in  this  toll, 
(fays  Lord  Molefworth)  on  account  of  a  lighthoufe  maintained  by  that  crown,  as  of  old  alfo 
on  account  of  guarding  tliofe  feas  againft  pirates,  and  perhaps  for  other  political  rcafons,  than 
from  the  bare  claim  of  the  Danifli  fovcreignty. — See  Queen  Elizabeth's  inftruftions  to  her  am- 
bailador  treating  with  the  Danes,  in  the  year  1602,  at  Bremen,  p.  207. 

An  equilibrium  feems  now  to  be  requiiite  to  be  preferved,  by  the  other  powers  of  Europe,. 
between  the  two  northern  crowns ;  fince,  fliould  one  fovereign  poilefs  both,  as  was  once  the 
cafe  before  commerce  was  become  confiderable  in  Europe,  it  would  be  too  much  in  his  power 
to  impofe  tolls  at  his  pleafurc  in  that  Sound,  through  which,  at  prefent,  every  fovereign  in 
Europe  may  poffibly  judge  they  have  a  right  to  claim  an  independent  freedom  of  navigation  ; 
from  which  claim,  when  impofitions  were  complained  of,  havefprung  feveral  expeditions  of 
Englifli  and  Dutch  fleets  into  that  fea  within  the  laft  one  hundred  and  twenty  years*  Of 
this  famous  Sound,  being  four  miles  in  breadth,  and  every  where  of  fuflScient  depth,  (ac- 
cording to  fome)  it  is  faid,  the  caftles  on  each  fliore  could  not  eiFe£lually  command  the  chan- 
nels, even  when  one  fovereign  poflcflcd  both  fliores,  without  Denmark's  keeping  a  guard- 
Ihip  of  fufficient  force,  to  oblige  all  merchant  fliips  to  ftop  and  pay  the  toll  there:  but  then 
the  oppofing  thereof  would  oblige  foreign  nations  to  fend  a  naval  convoy  with  all  their  ^  trad« 
ihg  fliips  thither.  . 

In  conclufion,  the  Hollanders  having  brought  King  James  the  Firft;  of  England,  to  join 
With  them  and  the  Hans  Town  in  this  complaint,  which  they  kid  before  the  States  of  Den- 
mark, then  pofliefling  a  free  conftitution,  in  the  year  i6i3,--'his  Danifli  Majefty,  the  fam& 

t  .  year, 
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i6i2  year,  annulled  the  faid  new  toll,  leaving  only  the  ancient  toll  which  fubfifted  before  the  war 

with  Sweden. 

In  the  years  1613  and  1615,  there  were  two  treaties  concluded  between  the  Dutch  Republic 
and^he  Hans  Towns,  for  this  end,  viz.  the  firft  with  Lubcck  alone  ;  the  fecond  with,  that  city 
and  feveral  other  Hans-towns,  both  being  for  their  mutual  defence  againft  any  fuch  encroach- 
ments. Which  defcnfivc  treaties,  though  they  did  not  mention  Denmark  exprcfsly,  had,  how-* 
ever,  the  deiired  efFe£t  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  reader  is  to  take  notice,  that  the  above  dates  of  this  memorable  tranfad Ion  are  taken 
merely  on  Wcrdenhagen*s  credit,  who  feemed  fo  much  mailer  of  this  fubjeft,  as  to  venture  to 
correft  Thuanus  concerning  the  fame. 

This  effort  of  the  declining  Hans-towns  to  draw  the  Dutch  into  a  confederacy  with  them 
for  the  freedom  of  commerce,  by  the  powerful  conjunft ion  of  England,  produced  the  defired 
effed.  Yet,  in  general,  it  was  unlikely  that  any  durable  confederacy,  and  much  lefs  an  union, 
as  fome  tlien  propofed,  could  take  place  between  the  Dutch  and  fo  great  a  number  of  widely 
difperfed  towns,  whofc  interefts  were,  and  are  almoft  as  4ifferent  as  their  iituations  ;  over- 
awed alfo,  as  they  were,  by  the  greater  potentates  near  thetn,  fince  they  have  become  fo  ftrong 
in  (hipping.  Such  an  union,  therefore,  could  not  be  advantageous  to  the  Dutch,  whofc 
aim  always  was,  to  gain  ground  every  where  in  commerce,  and  who  now  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury have  engrofled  the  greateft  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  and  have  thereby  rendered  moft 
of  the  Hanfeati(5  ports  on  that  fea  as  empty  of  good  (hipping,  as  their  exchanges  are  now  of 
rich  merchants. 

About  this  time  alfo,  (fays  Werdenhagen,  vol.  ii.  part  5,  p.  105)  the  Swedes  treated  as  ene- 
mies all  fuch  merchant  (hips  as  did  not  take  out  licenfes  from  their  King,  for  liberty  to  trade 
thither.  So  that  the  Eafterling  Hans-towns,  being  prelTed  with  difficulties  on  every  iide,  were 
obliged  to  rclinqui(h  a  confiderable  part  of  their  ancient  commerce,  which  gradually  brought 
on  their  prefent  great  declenfion. 

Ireland,  having  been  very  much  exhaufted  of  people  by  former  wars  and  rebellions.  King 
James  the  Firft,  finding  it  now  in  peace,  thought  it  a  proper  time  to  improve  it :  he  accord- 
ingly divided  the  whole  kingdom  into  counties,  appointed  regular  circuits  of  the  judges  ;  and 
(fays  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Hiftorical  Relations)  **  the  benefit  and  proteftion  of  the  laws 
•*  of  England  were  communicated  to  all,  as  well  Iri(h  as  Engli(h;  whereby  the  Irifli  were 
•'  reclaimed  from  their  wildnefs, — to  cut  off  their  glibs  and  long  hair, — to  convert  their  man- 
**  ties  into  cloaks, — and  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  manner  of  England,  in  all  their  beha- 
•*  viour  and  outward  forms.— The  poffeffion  and  limits  of  lands  were  fettled,  whereby  the 
"  hearts  of  the  people  were  alfo  fettled,  and  they  were  now  encouraged  to  build  and  plant,  and 
•*  to  improve  the  commodities  of  the  lands  ;  whereby  the  yearly  value  thereof  is  already  in- 
«*  creafed  double  of  what  it  was  within  thcfe  few  years  ;  as  is  alfo  the  crown  revenue. — En- 
•*  couragement  has  been  given  to  the  maritime  towns  and  cities,  as  well  to  increafe  their  trade 
"  of  merchandize,  as  to  cheri(h  mechanical  arts  and  fcicnces. — Alfo  he  granted  markets  and 
fairs  in  all  counties,  and  erefted  corporate  towns  among  them. — So  that,  until  the  begin- 
ning of  his  Majcfty*s  reign,"  /.  t.  King  James  the  Firft,  in  whofe  reign  our  faid  author 
wrote,  "  Ireland  was  never  entirely  fubdued  and  brought  under  obedience  to  the  crown  of 
*•  England." 

Sir  John  Davis  juftly  remarks,  in  many  places  of  his  ufeful  treatife  on  this  fubjeft,  what  bad 
policy  it  was  in  England,  that,  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  at  Icaft,  after 
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1612  the  firft  attempt  of  Ireland's  conqueft,  the  Englifh  laws  were  not  communicated  to  the  TrilK-, 

nor  the  benefit  and  proteftion  thereof  allowed  unto  them,  thoi!igh  tlxey  earneftly  dcfired  the 

fame. — As  if  it  was  intended  to  keep  a  perpetual  feparation  and  enmity  between  the   Engli(h 

and  Irilh  ;  fo  that  a  continual  war  was  kept  up  between  them  till  this  happy  time  that  a  "  com^ 

'  **  plete  conqueft  was  now  made-of  that  entire  ifland." 

Moreover,  for  the  prevention  of  future  rebellions,  King  James  having,  in  the  year  1609^ 
propofed  to  the  city  of  London,  the  making  of  an  Englifh  fettlemeni  in  a  part  of  tlie  province 
of  Ulfter,  then  much  depopulated  and  deferted  ;  and  the  city  having  accepted  of  his  Majefty's. 
propofal,  and  raifed,  as  we  have  feen  under  the  year  1609,  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  making  of  a  new  fettlement  there,  (the  late  rebellious  old  Irifh  inhabitants  of  Ulfter 
being  all  tranfplanted  into  the  province  of  Connaught,  where  to  this  day  their  pofterity  inha- 
bit) fent  thither  about  three  hundred  pcrfons,  of  ail  forts  of  handicrafts  and  occupations,  in 
the  year  1612,  principally  intended  for  tlic  re-peopling  of  Derry  (thence  on  this  account 
named  London-derry)  and  Coleraine, — two  hundred  houfcs  to  be  built  in  the  former,  and  one 
hundred  in  the  latter.  The  King  alfo  crefted  Derry  into  a  biflioprick,  and  Coleraine  into  a 
corporation. 

A  corporation  was  accordingly  eftablifhed  In  London  for  that  end,  undfcr  the  name  of^— The 
Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Irifh  Society,  to  be  annually  eleftedout  of  the  Court  of  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council,  for  the  management  of  the  lands  and  filheries  of  that  part  of 
Ireland.  Yet,  it  feems,  King  James  thought  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  London  were  not 
expeditious  enough  therein  :  for,  in  the  year  1613,  he  fent  for  that  newly  erefted  corporation 
to  Greenwich,  and  reprimanded  them  for  their  dilatorinefs,  &c.  Whereupon  the  city  fent 
over  to  Ulfter  an  Aldermarf  and  a  Commoner,  with  fome  furveyors,  who  fettled  that  new 
colony  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  both  the  King  and  the  city  ;  and  the  lands  and  the  fifheries  have 
been  fince  greatly  improved,  to  the  confiderable  benefit  of  that  part  of  Ireland ;  it  being  a  very 
valuable  eftate  pofleflcd  to  this  day  by  the  city  of  London,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  con- 
dufted,  as  above-mentioned,  by  a  Governor,  Deputy,  and  Committee. 

In  this  fame  year  16 12,  a  contraft  of  marriage  being  concluded  between  the  Lady  Elizabeth^ 
daughter  of  King  James  I,  of  Great  Britain,  and  Frederic,  Eleftor  Palatine,  it  was  agreed, 
that  her  portion  fhould  be  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  which  the  record  in  Rymer's  Foe-^^ 

*  

dera,  vol.  xvi,  p.  722,  fays,  **  was  according  to  the  cuftom  of  England,"  (fecundum  confuete-- 
dlnem  jlnglia).  Now,  where  to  find  this  cuftom,  before  this  one  inftance,  will,  we  imagine, 
be  very  difficult  or  rather  impbffible.  The  laft  marriage  of  any  female  of  the  royal  family  was 
that  of  Queen  Mary,  in  the  year  1554,  to  Philip,  fon  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  afterwards 
Philip  II.  King  of  Spain  :  but,  as  that  Princefs  was  aftually  in  the  fecond  year  of  her  own 
reign,  there  neither  was  nor  could  be  any  portion  ftipulated  with  that  Emperor,  who,  indeed 
agreed,  that  her  dowry  fhould  be  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  Flemifh  money,  per  annum,  viz^ 
forty  thoufand  pounds  out  of  Spain,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  from  Brabant,  Flanders, 
Hainault,  and  Holland.  The  very  lateft  proper  inftance  then  of  any  marriage  portion  of  la- 
dies of  the  royal  family  is  that  of  Henry  the  Eighth's  will,  (undertime  year  1546)  which  wc 
have  given  in  its  place,  whereby  he  bequeaths  **  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  each  of  his  twp 
**  daughters  at  their  marriages,  or  a  larger  fum,  at  the  difcretion  of  our  executors." — Foadera, 
vol.  XV.  p.  no. 

The  next  preceding  treaty  of  marriage  was  between  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  in  the  year 
J522,  and  tlie  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  then  on  a  vifit  to  England  (as  delivei-cd  by  Rapin, 

and 
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3p6i2  and  other  hiftprians)  for  the  marriage  of  the  latter  with  King  Henry's  daughter  Mary,  (when 
(he  (hould  be  twelve  years  of  age,),  whereby  King  Henry  ftipulatcs  to  give  with  her  a  portion 
of  four  hundred  tlioufand  crowm  ;  a  much  larger  fum  than  forty  thoufand  pounds.  We  need 
Bot  obferve  that  this  contraft  never  took  place:  and,  indeed,  feeras  not  to  have  been  any 
other  than  an  oftentatious  compliment. — ^The  next  immediately  preceding  this  treaty  of  mar- 
riage,  was  that  under  the  year  1518,  (Fcedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  632)  whereby  King  Henry  the 
Eighth  ftipulates  to  give  a  portion  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  French  crowns  with 
his  faid  infant  daughter  Mary,  to  the  Dauphin,  King  Francis  the  Firft's  fon.— And  the  next 
preceding  one,  was  in  the  year  1514,  (Foedera,  vol  xiii.  p.  423)  whereby  Mary,  the  fecond 
daughter  of  King  Henry  Vll.  was  to  have  four  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns  when  married, 
as  Ihe  afterwards  was,  to  King  Louis  XII.  of 'France.  In  1508,  as  we  have  feen,  this  fame 
lady  was,  by  her  father's  treaty,  to  have  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  gold  crowns,  when 
,  married  to  Charles,  grandfon  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian:  iiiJ.  vol.  xiii.  p.  173, — And  the 
next  preceding  treaty  of  marriage  was  in  1500,  (Foedera,  vol.  xii.  p.  787)  when  King  Henry 
the  Seventh  contra£ls  with  King  James  the  Fourth,  of  Scotland,  to  give  his  eldeft  d.iughter  - 
Margaret   in  marriage,    her  portion  to   be  thirty  thoufand  gold  nobles,    being  exadtly  ten 

thoufand   pounds  fterling. And   the  next   and   laft  marriage,  treaty  we   Ihall    mention, 

was  between  King  Edward  IV.  of  England,  and  King  James  HI.  of  Scotland,  in  1474, 
whereby  Cecily,  Edward's  daughter,  was,  on  her  marriage  with  James,  the  infant  Prince  of 
Scotland,  to  have  twenty  thoufand  marks  fterling,  (Foedera,  vol.  xi.  fol.  824.)  Thus  we  fee, 
that,  as  far  as  hiftory  and  records  can  make  out,  there  was  no  fuch  cuftom  as  is  aliove  alleg- 
ed :  and  that  the  royal  portions  were  fometimes  more  and  fometimes  lefs  than  the  fum  in  quef- 
tion,  according  .to  the  humour  or  political  views  of  the  contrafting  parties.  Poffibly,  King 
James  himfelf  had  fome  political  reafon  for  inferring  that  claufe  in  this  faid  contraft  with  the 
Eleftor.  Unlefs  by  the  faid  words,  "  according  to  the  cuftom  of  England,"  no  more  was 
really  intended  by  the  King,  than  what  the  Kings  of  England  were  accuftomed  to  give,  as 
portiops,  in  general  with  their  daughters  on  their  marriage;  which  cuftom  was  the  fame  in 
every  other  court  in  Chriftendom,  and  therefore  that  claufe  could  not  fairly  admit  of  this 
conftruftion.  This  therefore  was  the  firft  identical  forty  thoufand  pounds  ever  given  as  a 
voyskl  marriage  portion.  According  to  the  faid  contraft,  "  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  lioufhold 
**  was  to  confift  of  thirty-fix  men  fervants  and  thirteen  women  fervants,  befides  thofe  belong- 
"  ing  to  the  ftables." 

And,  (Foedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  724.)  the  fame  year,  we  find  King  James  taking  the  benefit  of 
a  ftatute  of  the  twenty- fifth  year  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  which  enabled  the  King  to  levy 
a  reafonable  aid  for  the  marriage  of  his  eldeft  daughter ;  having  ilTued  his  precepts  to  the 
fherifi^s  of  the;  feveral  counties  for  the  levying  thereof:  which  was  the  very  fame  with  that  he 
levied  in  1609,  for  making  his  eldeft  fon  a  knight,  viz.  twenty  (hillings  on  every  knight's-fee; 
and  the  like  011  every  twenty  pounds  per  annum  on  all  lands  held  of  the  crown  in  foccage. 
Which  aid  was  alfo  (we  conceive)  the  laft  of  the  kind  raifed  by  any  of  our  Kings. 

In  p.  725,  ibid,  we  find  it  agreed,  that  the  before-named  forty  thoufand  pounds  was  to  be 
paid  in  two  years,  by  four  payments  often  thoufand  pounds  each  half  year.>  And  the  lady's 
dowrv  was  to  be  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling  yearly ;  befides  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  yearly  to  be  paid  her  during  the  Elector's  life,  for  her  privy  purfe.  The  falaries  of 
her  officers  arc  alfo  fixed  thereby  in  fterling  money,  viz.  matter  of  her  houfliold,  per  annum, 
fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen  fhiUings  and  four-pence. — Her  fecrctary,  fifty  pounds. — The  nr. after 
3  of 
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i6i2  of  her  horfc,  fifty  pounds. — To  four  gentlemen,  (waiters)  each  twenty  pounds. — To  her 
chaplain,  fifty  pounds. — And  to  her  phyfician,  fifty  pounds,  &c. 

In  the  following  year,  that  afterward-unfortunate  Eleftor  and  his  fpoufe  were  conveyed 
.  over  to  Flanders  in  great  fiate,  by  the  Lord  Admiral,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  with  eight  of  the 
King's  (hips,  befide  tranfports  with  baggage,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year,  or,  as  fome  are  of  opinion,  two  years  fooner,  the  Danes  firft  began  to 
refort  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  whither  they  have  ever  fince  carried  on  a  commerce,  and  have  a  good 
fort  and  town,  begun  to  be  fettled  in  or  about  the  year  1617,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandcl, 
called  Tranquebar  ^  though  their  trade  is  not  at  this  time  very  confiderable. 

In  the  fame  year  1612,  the  clufter  of  fmall  and  very  rocky  iflands,  fituated  between  Europe 
and  America,  and  named  the  Bermuda  or  Summer  Ifles,  in  the  north  latitude  of  thirty-two 
and  one-half  degrees  (five  hundred  miles  direftly  Eaft  from  Carolina)  was  firft  planted  by  the 
Englifti.     They  had,  almoft  one  hundred  years  before,  been  difcovered  )>y  one  Bermuda,  a 
Spaniard,  but  were  never  fettled  before  this  time.     Sir  George  Somers  and  Sir  Thomas  Gates, 
in  their  voyage  to  Virginia,  in  the  year  1609,  were  fhip-wrccked  there,  and  lived  there  nine 
months ;  and  having  built  a  fhip  of  their  cedar  wood,  they  failed  from  thence  to  Virginia. 
They  left  two  men  in  the  largeft  ifle,  who  were  found  alive  in  16 12,  when  they  firft  planted 
a  colony  there.     And  from  the  firft-named  gentleman  they  were  named  the  Somers  Ifles,  now 
vulgarly  the  Summer  Ifles,  though  the  firft  name  of  Bermuda  is  moftly  ufed.     Sir  George 
Somers  was,  it  feems,  a  fecond  time  driven  on  thofe  ifles,  and  died  there.     But  thofe  who 
wete  with  him,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  made  fo  favourable  a  report  of  the  beauty  and 
fertility  of  them,  that  the  Virginia  Company  (who,  as  firft  difcoverers,  claimed  the  property) 
fold  them  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons,  to  whom  King  James  I.  granted  a  char- 
ter.    And,  in  this  year  1612,  they  fettled  one  hundred  and  fixty  perfons  on  the  largeft  of 
them,  named  St.  George's  ifle,  and  fent  afterwards  five  hundred  more  people  thither,  in  the 
year  1619 ;  whereupon  they  inftituted  an  aflembly,  with  a  governor  and  council.     Some  have 
reckoned  the  iflands  four  hundred  in  number ;  but  moft  of  them  too  fmall  to  have  any  name^ 
they  being  all  circumfcribed  within  the  compafs  of  little  more  than  about  forty-feven  leagues. 
St.  George's,  the  largeft,  is  naturally  fortified  almoft  quite  round  by  rocks ;  and  where  there 
IS  any  landing  place  they  have  forts  and  batteries ;  and  their  only  two  harbours  are  alfo  very 
well  fortified.     They  at  firft  planted  fome  tobacco ;  but  it  did  not  anfwer  expectation.     They 
are  faid  to  have  had  the  fineft  oranges  in  the  world,  alfo  mulberries,  olives,  &c.  and  the 
nobleft  of  cedar  trees.     Yet  they  produce  very  little  ftaple  commodities  fit  for  exportation,  ex- 
cepting their  cedar  floops,  with  which  they  trade,  and  fell  them  at  the  Weft  Indies,  and  fome 
provifions  :  with  the  gain  of  which  trade  they  are  enabled  to  pay  Great  Britain  for  all  the  ne- 
ceflaries  they  are  conftantly  fupplied  with.     It  was  afterwards,  like  Virginia,  made  a  regal 
government,  and  fo  it  ftill  continues.     As  thcfe  ifles  lie  fo  remote  from  America,  there  were 
no  people  found  thereon  when  the  Englifli  planted  them ;  but  they  found  plenty  of  hogs, 
which  the  Spaniards  had  left  there,  as  they  likewife  did  on  many  other  uninhabited  ifles,  that 
they  might  afterwards,  in  cafe  of  fliipwreck  or  ftorms,  find  fuftenance  thereon.     Two  mif- 
fortunes  the  Bermudians  have  attending  them,  viz.  Firft,,  A  want  of  frefti  water.     Secondly, 
They  are  often  attacked  by  furious  winds,  ftorms,  thunder,  &c.    At  their  principal  ifland  of 
St.  George,  as  well  as  at  their  chief  town,  large  fhips  may  fafely  enter,  and  be  fecure  from 
enemies,  both  harbours  being  fo  well  fortified,  that  an  enemy  may  be  eafily  kept  out  :^  and 
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x6x2  this  is,  probably,  the  principal  reafon  for  Britaia's  keeping  thofe  inconfiderable  and  much 
worn  out  ifles ;  they  lying  fo  much  in  the  way  of  our  enemies,  (in  whofe  power  they  ought 
never  to  be)  as  well  as  of  our  own  (hipping ;  there  being  no  produftions  there  bat  what 
may  be' had  in  our  other  plantations.     Their  tobacco  is,  by  no  means,  fo  good  as  that 

ofVirginia. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  now  fent  thither  one  fhip,  carrying  Sir  Robert  Shirley, 
who  was  difpatched  by  King  James,  as  his  ambaffador  to  Perfia,  and  with  him  Sir  Thomas 
Powell,  who  obtained  of  the  Perfian  coairt  certain  privileges  for  that  company.  This  (hip 
returned  home  with  a  lading  of  pepper,  from  Sumatra  and  Bantam,  in  the  year  1614;  being 
ufually  reckoned  the  twelfth  voyage  of  this  company. 

In  the  fame  year,  James  Hall  and  William  Baffin  failed  as  high  in  Hudfon's  Bay  as  latitude 
iixty-five  degrees  twenty-minutes,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  pafTage  to  China,  in  vain. 
Thev  alfo  made  trial  of  a  fuppofed  mine  there,  which  had  been  dug  by  fome  Danes,  but  found 
it  totally  unproduflive. 

The  Spaniards  and  Pdrtugucfe  ftill  continuing  to  in(ift,  that  none  but  themfelves  had  any 
right  to  fail  beyond  the  Equinoftial  Line;  in  order  to  confute  that  declaration  the  learned 
Hugo  Grotius,  on  the  part  of  his  own  country  of  Holland,  came  forth  with  his  ever-famous 
fmall  Latin  treatife,  entitled,  Mare  Llberum^  Jive  de  jure  quod  Batavn  competit  ad  Indicana 
Commerciaf  Differ  tat  10.''^ — /.  e.  The  Freedom  of  the  Sea,  or  aDifcourfe  concerning  that  Right 
which  the  Hollanders  claim  of  trading  to  India.  He  begins  with  an  addrefs  to  the  Princes 
and  free  people  of  Chriftendom;  and,  in  thirteen  chapters,  learnedly  illuftrates  the  freedom  of 
navigation  on  the  open  feas  to  all  mankind.  **  That  neither  the  Portugucfe  nor  Spaniards 
**^  had  any  kind  of  exclufive  right  of  dominion  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  neither,  ^ 

^^  Firft,  By  the  title  of  prior  difco very  :  nor, 

**  Secondly,  By  virtue  of  the  Pope's  donation  :  nor, 

**  Thirdly,  By  right  of  warorconqueft  :  nor, 

"  Fourthly,  By  virtue  of  any  claim  of  prcfcription  or  cuftom. — That,  by  the  law  of  na- 
"*  tions,  commerce  is  free  to  all  mankind  :  ^nd  therefore- by  no  equitable  rule  ought  they  to 
**  reftrain  the  freedom  of  the  Indian  coiVimerce,  which  the  Hollanders  arc  determined  to 
***  maintain,  whether  in  peace  or  war."  He  clearly  proved,  (which  indeed  it  was  very  cafy  to 
do)  **  that  the  Portuguefe  were  far  from  being  the  original  difcovcrers  of  the  Eaft  India  feas. 

**  Firft,  From  Alexander  the  Great's  difcoverics  thereof,  and  of  the  Perfian  and  Arabian  » 
«*  Gulphs.  - 

**  Secondly,  From  Caius  Caefar's  having  found  marks  in  the  Red  Sea  of  the  wrecks  of 
**  (hips,  belorvging  to  the  Gaditani ;  who  could  come  no  other  way  thither  but  by  the  Cape  of 

Good  Hope.     He' cites  Coelrus  Antipater's  ocular  teftimony  of  a  maritime  commerce  in 

ancient  times  between  Spain  and  Ethiopia,-^and  what  Cornelius  Nepos  writes,  viz.  that  * 

in  his  time,  Eudoxus,  flying  from  Lathyrus,  King  of  Alexandria,  took  (hipping  in  the 
**  Red  Sea,  and  failed  round  Africa  to  Gades  in  Spain. — That  while  Carthage  fiouri(hed,  it  ^ 

is  moft  clear,  that  thofe  people,*  deeply  (killed  in  maritime  affairs,  were  not  ignorant  of 

thofe  feas  :  particularly,  that  Hanno  failed  from  Gades  to  the  furtheft  parts  of  Arabia,  round 

by  that  now  called  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  would  have  gone  further,  had  not  his  - 
'*  ftores  and  provifions  failed  him. — Next,  the  regular  an  nualvoyages  of  the  Romans  from 
<«  Egypt  to  India,  by  the  Red  Sea,  after  Auguftus  had  conquered  Egypt. — And  that  Strabo 
*^  afllerts,  that  in  bis  own  time  a  company  of  merchants  of  Alexandria  traded  with  (hips  from 
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1612  **  the  Red  Sea  to  the  furtheft  Ethiopia,  as  well  as  to  India."  Grotius  fubjoins,  thatattte 
time  of  the  Portuguefe  firft  failing  to  India,  the  feveral  feas  between  Europe  and  India  were 
known,  and  could  not  pollibly  be  unpraftifed  Jby  the  people  of  the  refpeftivc  countries  border- 
ing on  thofe  feas,  viz.  Moors,  Ethiopians,  Arabians,.  Perfians,  and  Indians :  and  that,  *'  /«- 
**  vent  10  nihil  juris  tribuiiy  niji  in  ea  qua  ante  inventionem  nullius  fuerant ;  i.  e,  a  difcovery  gives 
**  no  right  to  any  thing  but  what  belonged  t6  no-body  before  fuch  difcovery." — Cap.  ii.— 
What  then  can  fairly  be  faid  for  Europe's  difcoveries  in  America,  where  there  were  many 
millions  of  native  Indians,  and  more  particularly  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  in  both  which  coun- 
tries there  were  eftabliflied  monarchies,  for  forae  centuries  prior  to  the  Spaniards  firft  invafioa 
of  them? 

"**  Laftly,  Neither  is  it  certain,  that  unlefs  the  Portuguefe  had  made  the  difcovery  (as  they 
•**  term  it)  of  India,  none  elfe  would  have  done  it.  For  the  time  was  then  come  when  almoft 
"  all  arts,  and  particularly  the  fituation  of  the  earth  and  feas,  were  much  better  underftood 
"  and  daily  improving. — The  Venetians,  who  had  learned  much  of  India,  were  then  upon 
**  further  enquiries ;  the  indefatigable  -induftry  of  the  people  of  Bretagnc,  and  the  bolJ  at- 
**  tempts  of  the  Englilh,  all  plainly  Ihew,  what  in  time  would  have  been  cffefled."  Among 
his  other  reafonings,  he  quotes  Alphonfus  Caftrenfis,  a  Spanifh  Divine,  as  inveighing  againft 
the  abfurdity  and  injuftice  of  thofe  nations  who  claim  an  exclufivc  navigation  in  certain  feas  ; 
as  theGenoefe,  in  their  Bay  ;  the  Venetians,  in  their  Gulph  ;  and,  principally,  the  Portuguefe, 
in  the  Eaft  Indian  feas  ;  as  well  as  all  other  nations  (Spain  itfelf  not  excepted)  who  pretend  to 
fuch  an  exclufivc  right  on  the  fea,  (which  is  common  to  all)  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature,  or 
tnatural  juftice,  and  to  that  natural  and  divine  rule,  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would'they  fliould 
do  to  us. — Toward  the  conclufion,  Grotius,  fpeaking  of  the  neceflity  of  vindicating  by  all 
poflible  means  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce,  thus  addrefles  his  own  nation,  viz. 
**  Go  on,  thou  moft  invincible  nation  on  the  Ocean,  in  boldly  aflerting  and  defending  that 
•^  freedom  which  is  not  thine  alone,  but  is  equally  the  right  of  all  mankind.'* 

In  this  treatife  there  is  not  a  wt)rd^  exprcfsly  mentioned  of  England's  claim  to  any  kind  of 
fea  dominion ;  the  author's  whole  drift  feeming  profefledly  to  be  againft  Spain  and  PoiTufral. 
Yet  there  is  one  expreffion  in  this  fifth  chapter,  which  feems  to  have  been  pointed  at  kinf>- 
James-s  having  obliged  the  Hollanders  to  pay  a  tribute  for  the  liberty  of  fifhing  on  our  coafts, 
where  he  aflerts,  "  That  the  reafons  given  for  the  freedom  of  navigation  hold  equally  good  for 
**  that  of  fifliing  on  the  feas',  which  alfo  ought  to  remain  common  or  free  to  all." 

What  fomewhat  confirms  this  conjefture  was,  that,  in  the  year  1615,  one  William  Wel- 
wood  publifhed,  at  London,  a  fmall  treatife,  in  Latin,  of  twenty-eight  pages,  in  quarto, 
with  the  following  title,  (probably  by  King  Jaines's  own  direftion)  viz.  *•  Dc  Dominio  Maris 
Juribufque  ad  Dominium  prajc4pue-  fpeftantibus,  Aflertio  brevis  et  methodica.  Cofmo- 
poli,  16*15."  I^  ^^  dedication  to  Queen  Anne,  he  figns  Gulielmus  Welvvood  ;  and,  as  it 
is  an  anfwer  to  Grotius,  we  ihall  here  give  the  fubftance  of  it ;  though  tliree  y^ars  later  in 
point  of  time. 

He  endeavours  to  prove,  "  that  tlie  fea  is  capable  of  diftin&ion  of  property,  or  of  private 

dominion,  as  well  as  the  land ;  contrary  to  the  opinion  (he  owns)  of  many  ancient  lawyers, 

orators,  and  poets  ;  as  Cicero,  Seneca,  Virgil,  Plautus,  Ovid,  5cc.  whom  he  boldly  ace ufes 

^*  of  ignorance  of  the  law  of  nature." — And  he  fixes  that  dominion  to  be  one  hundred  miles 

j^very  way  from  the  fhpre  of  tlie  country  adjacent,  and  claiming  tlie  fame.     But  all  the  reft  of 
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i6i2  the  Tea  beyond  that  limit,  he»  tnd  the  civilians' Bartolus  a4id  Cepola»  whom  he  quotes,  leave 
pcrfeftly  free  to  all  mankind  to  ufe  indifferently  without  all  doubt  or  controverfy. — Thefc 
points  he  fpeaks  of  as  the  fenfe  of  all  nations,  •'  excepting,"  fays  he,  *'  only  one  nation, 
**  who,  though  her  native  foil  abounds  with  milk,  is  neverthclefs  indebted  to  other  countries 
**  for  all  other  neceffaries,  and  is  even  enriched  and  become  haughty  with  the  fpoils  of  all 
**  nations,  having  defpifed  all  diftinftion,  in  her. open  or  free  fea,"  in  mart  fuo  liberoy  *•  and 
*'  has  even  had  the  boldnefs  to  ftile  herfelf  invincible  !"  cap.  i. 

In  his  third  chapter,  he  complains,  "  That  the  Britons  arc  robbed  in  their  own  fcas  by 
**  foreign  filhers,  who  like  an  inundation  crowd  her  fhores  witli  their  fifhing  veffcls ;  info- 
•*  much,  that  the  fifb  thereby  are  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  whereas  thirty  years  before  they 
**  were  wont  to  come  in  fhoals  up  to  our  very  houfes,  now  it  puts  our  poor  iifhers  to  the  toil 
**  and  hazard  of  going  many  miles  out  to  fea  in  queft  of  them — That  the  Scots,  formerly 
^*  obferving  and  confidering  this  damage,  obliged  the  Dutch,  by  treaty,  to  keep  at  eighty 
**  miles  diftancc  from  their  (hores  in  their  fifliery."  We  wifh  this  treaty  were  to  be  found : 
**  And  themfclvcs  to  pay  a  tribute  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen,"  fo  fay  fome  of  the  Scotilh  hifto- 
rians,  **  where  a  tower  was  ereded,  for  that  and  other  purpofes,  at  which  the  Dutch  paid 
**  that  tribute  even  in  the  memory  of  our  fathers  ;  although  by  the  diftra£tions,  &c.  of  fuc- 
**  ceeding  times  the  fame  be  now  quite  negle&ed.'* 

In  his  fourth  and  laft  chapter,  he  endeavours  to  prove,  by  quotations  from  civilians,  &c, 
**  That  the  fea,"  /.  e.  the  paffage  of  ftrangers  within  his  above-named  limits,  **  is  tributable, 
**  (and  that  Cepola  particularly  affirms  this  of  the  Venetian  Gulph)  both  on  account  of  fafe- 
**  guards  from  pirates  and  of  the  expence  of  maintaining  beacons,  and  likewife  for  leave  to 
'<  fifli  within  fuch  limits/' 

But,  as  neither  he  nor  any  one  elfe  ever  undertook  to  fix  exaftly  any  certain  mark  whereby 
to  know  the  limits  fo  claimed  in  the  fea,  this  occafioned  the  Hollanders  in  thofe  davs  to  fay 
fcoffingly,  that  if  the  Englifli  would  pleafe  to  drive  in  or  fix  flakes  or  palifadoes  round  the  feas 
they  claimed  as  their  property,  they  would  willingly  fubmit  to  their  claim.  Otherwife,  whilft 
the  fea  remained  fo  unfixed,  indivifible,  and  uncertain,  they  fhould  contirt^e  to  ufe  it  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  nations,  both  for  navigation  and  fifhery.  To  fay  the  truth,  what  has  been 
obferved  by  others  carries  obvious  demonflration  and  reafon  with  /t,  viz.  That  a  claim  to 
any  uncertain  dominion  implies  a  kind  of  nullity  in  it;  and  would  alfo  be  produftive  of  an 
infinity  of  contentions  :  feeing  it  is  impoffible  for  the  raofl  innocent  and  intelligent  to  know 
cxaAly  the  limits  of  fuch  a  claimed  dominion ;  nor,  confcquently,  can  they  always  be  able  to 
avoid  encroaching  on  it,  fince  the  claimers  thcmfelves  arc  unable  to  fix  any  mark  to  their 
limits. 

We  fhall  have  occafion  to  fay  fomewhat  more  concerning  the  claim  of  the  fea  dominion 
under  the  year  1635. 

Until  this  time  the  Englifh  Eafl  India  trade  was  carried  on  by  feveral  feparate  flocks,  mak- 
ing particular  running  voyages  ;  but  in  this  year  they  united  all  into  one  general  joint  capital 
ftock.  Yet  it  feems  to  have  been  a  great  overfight,  that  even  for  fome  years  after  tliis  con- 
folidating  of  flocks,  they  did  not,  like  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch,  ereft  any  forts  nor  per- 
manent fettlements  in  India.  They  fent  but  one  fhip  in  this  year  on  the  faid  joint  flock 
account. 

The  confideration  of  the  voyage  of  Richard  Chancelor,  &c.  in  the  lafl  century,  from 

Ruffia,  down  the  great  river  Volga  and  acrofs  the  Cafpian  Sea  into  Perfia,  where  he  aticmpt- 
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1613  cd  to  trade  with  our  Englifli  manufa£tures,  &c.  for  Pcrfian  and  Indian  merchandize,  did,  in 
this  year,  put  Sir  Henry  Neville  upon  a  fcheme  of  the  fame  nature,  for  bringing  the  whole 
trade  of  Perfia  and  the  inland  parts  of  India  up  the  river  Hydafpes,  (a  branch  of  the  Indus) 
and  from  thence  over  land  to  the  river  Oxus,  which  falls  into  the  Cafpian  Sea ;  then  acrofs 
that  fea  and  up  the,  Volga  to  a  fmall  land  carriage,  which  would  bring  them  to  the  river 
Dwina,  and  fo  down  to  Archangel.  This  projeft  was  communicated  by  one  John  Cham- 
berlain, in  a  letter  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  at  the  Hague,  and  is  printed  in  his  Memorials  of 
Affairs  of  State,  volume  third,  but  this  letter-writer  very  juftly  thought  it  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
difficulty.  This  fcheme,  however,  as  far  as  relates  to  Perlia  acrofs  the  Cafpian,  has  in  our 
days  been  found  praSicable  for  the  bringing  of  raw  filk  from  thence  by  our  RufTia  Company; 
till  the  continual  troubles  in  Perfia  have  again  rendered  it  imprafticable  for  the  prefent. 

In  this  year,  fixty-two  perfons  from  England  had  a  grant  of  lands  in  and  wintered  at  New- 
foundland :  they  pretended  to  have  raifed  wheat,  rye,  and  garden-ftufF  there :  yet  it  is  fince 
found  that  neither  wheat  nor  any  other  grain  will  profper  on  that  ifland.  Thofe  planters, 
however,  foon  grew  weary  of  their  attempts,  which  by  no  means  anfwercd  their  expeftations, 
and  therefore  transferred  their  grant  to  other  new  adventurers. 

In  this  tenth  year  of  King  James's  reign  he  coined  the  pound  weight  of  gold  into  forty-four 
pounds  by  tale  of  the  old  ftandard  of  twenty-three  carrats  three  and  one-half  grains  fine.  He 
alfo  coined  gold  this  fame  year  of  bafer  allay,  viz.  of  twenty-two  carrats  fine,  into  forty 
pounds  eighteen  fhillings  and  four-pence  by  tale;  the  pieces  being  units  of  twenty-two  (hil- 
lings ;  double  crowns,  eleven  fhillings;  Britain  crowns,  five  fhillings  and  fix-pence ;  Thiftle 
crowns,  four  fhillings  and  four-pence  three  farthings ;  and  half  Britain  crowns,  two  fhillings 
and  nine-pence  each.  A  very  ftrange  fancy,  of  having  gold  coins  of  different  finenefs;  which 
however  we  fhall  fee  was  praflifcd  alfo  by  his  fon. 

In  the  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  concluded  in  the  year  161 3,  between  King  Chriftian 
IV.  of  Denmark,  and  Guftavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,  under  the  mediation  of  King  James  I. 
of.Great  Britain,  and  therefore  inferted  at  length  in  the  Fcecjera,  we  find  the  following  articles. 
See  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  738,  &c. 

•'  I.  The  Swedifh  King  yields  up  forever  his  prctcnfions  to  the  fea  coaft  of  Norway  Lap- 
**  land,  including  therein  the  government  of  Wardhuys,  near  the  north  cape." 

^  The  boundaries  of  Lapland,  or  Lapmark,  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  had,  it  feems,  been 
before  difputed  between  Sweden  and  the  crown  of  Denmark,  as  fovcreign  of  Norway;  and' 
even  by  this  article  they  are  left  very  vague  and  uncertain,  any  further  than  the  fea  coafl.     It 
is  even  a  queflion,  whether  in  our  own  times  that  favage  country's  exaft  boundaries  be  a$  yet 
afccrtained  between  the  three  nations  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Ruffia. 

II.  It  fhali  be  free  for  both  parlies  to  trade  to  each  oiher^s  country,  without  paying  any 
cuftom  or  duty. 

III.  The  Swedes  fhall  freely  pafs  the  Sound  with  their  fhips  without  paying  toll  there, 
either  for  their  perfons  or  goods ;  excepting  in  the  cafe  of  foreign  liquors,  for  which  the 
Swedes  mufl  pay  the  fame  toll  as  Danifh  fubjefts  themfelves  do. 

IV.  The  Swedifh  King  flipulates  to  pay  King  Chriftian  of  Denmark  one  million  of 
dollars,"  decies  centenls  tniillbus  thalcrorum^  '*  in  fix  years  time,  for  all  the  forts  and  terri- 

**  tories  which  the  latter  now  yields  to  the  former." 

The  Englifli  Ruflia  Company  having,  in  this  year  1613,  obtained  of  Kiog  James  the  Firfl 
a  charter  excluding  all  others,  natives  as  well  as  foreigners,  from  failing  to  Spitzbergen  ;  they 
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1613  profecutcd  the  whale  fifliery  with  fuch  rcfolntion,  that  in  this  fame  year  they  equipped  fevcii 
armed  Ihips  ;  witli  which  they  drove  from  thofe  fcas  not  only  fifteen  Hiil  of  Dutch,  French, 
snd  Bifcaynrrs,  but  even  four  Englilh  feparatc  fifiicrs,  to  wjiom  they  gave  the  Dutch  appel- 
lation of  interlopers.  They  alfo  fet  up  a  crofs,  vNith  the  King's  arms  on  it,  at  Spitzbergen, 
calling  it  King  James's  Ncwland.  And  they  obliged  certain  French  fhips,  which  they  had 
permitted  to  fifh  there,  to  pay  them  a  tribute  of  eight  whales.  This  ^vas  that  company's 
fecond  equipment  cxprefsly  for  whale  fifliing  in  that  fca. 

Every  one  will,  at  once,  fee  the  abfurdity  of  King  James's  pretenfions  to  a  monopoly  of 
'     the  fifhery  for  whales  in  that  extenfive  ocean,  as  v,^ell  as  the  calling  a  land  his  Newland,  w^herc 
no  human  creature  ever  did  nor  ever  canTubfift,  for  the  fpace  of  one  winter,  although  twice 
fatally  attempted. 

In  this  fame  year,  Captain  Saris,  in  the  Englifli  Eafl  India  Company's  fervice,  arrived  the 
firft  of  any  of  our  nation  at  the  port  of  Firando,  iii  the  ifle  of  Bungo  or  Ximo,  a  part  of  the 
empire  of  Japan,  where  the  vicc-roy  or  governor  received  him  civilly,  and  obtained  for  him 
the  privilege  of  being  introduced  to  the  Emperor  at  Meaco,  his  capital  city,  to  whom  he  de- 
livered our  King's  letter  and  prefenls,  and  who  made  fuitable  returns,  ai>d  gave  liberty  for  the 
Englifli  Company  to  trade  to  Japan.  At  Firando,  Saris  fettled  an  Englifli  faftory  for  the 
Company's  future  commerce.  Yet  he  made  great  complaints  againft  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits 
there,  and  alfo  againft  the  Dutch,  who  did  him  all  the  ill  offices  in  their  power.  Our  com- 
pany continued  for  fome  years  to  trade  thither;  but  were  afterwards  excluded  all  rcfort  thither, 
with  all  -other  Europeans,  the  Dutch  only  excepted.  Saris  returned  home  to  Plymouth  the 
following  year,  with  a  lading  of  pepper  from  Bantam,  being  the  firft  voyage  on  the  joint  ftock 
account ;  no  voyages  being  from  henceforth  permitted  on  fcparate  ftocks. 

Complaints  being  made  in  England  of  the  dccreafe  of  the  exportation  of  Englifli  woollen 
cloth,  and  of  the  increafe  of  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  Holland,  fo  far  that  the  Dutch  had 
laid  a  confiderable  duty  on  all  foreign  woollen  cloth  imported  into  Holland,  w^here  alfo  great 
immunities  and  privileges  were  granted  to  all  foreign  manufafturers  fettling  there ;  a  motion 
was  made,  in  the  Privy  Council,  by  the  Earl  of  Middlefex,  Lord  High  Treafurer,  and  a 
confcquent  order  of  that  board  was  made,  that  a  general  ftate  fliould  betaken,  for  this  vear 
1613,  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  all  England,  in  order  to  know  on  which  fide  the  balance 
lay :  which  ftood  thus,  as  given  us  in  an  ingenious  treaiife,  intitled,  The  Circle  of  Com- 
merce, publifiied  in  the  year'  1623,  p.  121,  by  Edward  Mifl^lden,  Efq;  an  eminent  mer- 
chant, viz. 

/•         s,    d. 

I.  Exported  to  all  the  world,  between  Chriftmas  1612  and  Chriflmas 

1613,  to  the  value  of  —  —  —  —  2,090,640  11     8 

II.  The  cuftom  on  thofe  goods,  —  —  —  86,794  16     2 

III.  The  impoft  paid  outwards  on  woollen  goods,  tin,  lead,  and  pewter,         10,000    o    o 

IV.  The  merchants  gains,  freight,  and  other  petty  charges,  —  300,000    o    o 


Total  exports,         2,487,435     7  10 
Imported,  during  that  time,  in  filks,  Venice  gold  and  filver  ftufFs,  Spa- 
nifli  wines,  linen,  and  other  merchandize,  with  all  the  cuftom  tliereon,         2,141,151  xo    o 


Balance  gained  this  year  to  the  nation,  346,283  17  10 
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1613  Now  altliongh  this  balance  feems  larger  than  that  exhibited  under  the  year  1354,  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  King  Edward  III.  yet  the  filver  money  of  that  balance,  being  thrice  the  weight  or 
quantity  of  ours,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  fcven  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  forty-four  pounds  one  (hilling  of  our  money :  and  it  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
total  of  the  imports  then  was  not  one  feventh  part  of  the  exports. 

We  have  likewife,  from  the  very  fame  credible  author,  the  total  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of 
England  for  this  year  1613,  viz. 

At  the  port  of  London : — Outwards,  —  _  —  61,322  16     7 

Inwards,  —  —  -;—  48,250     i     ^ 


Total  cuftom  of  the  port  of  London  109,572  18     4 
At  all  the  out-ports : — O  utwards,  25,47 119     7  | 

Inwards,     13,030    99/               "^             ""  3>S29-4 

Total  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of  England  in  1613,  148,075     7     & 


Thus  we  fee,  that  London  paid  then  very  near  thrice  as  much  for  cuftoms,  as  all  the  refl 
of  England  together. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  now  divided  thirty-feven  per  cent,  on  their  original  capital 
flock.  So  that,  fays  the  French  author  pf  a  treatife  on  the  Eaft  India  Trade,  publiflied  in  the 
year  1664,  he  who  in  1602  put  in  four  thoufand  guilders  into  this  company,  had  in  this  year 
received  ten  thoufand  four  hundred  guilders,  in  dividends,  and  yet  had  his  original  (hare  ia 
the  company  remaining  entire. 
1614  In  the  Fcedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  774,  we  have  King  James's  commiffion,  in  the  year  1614,  to 
Sir  Henry  Wootton,  his  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces  and 
others,  to  treat  with  the  comniiflarics  of  their  High  Mightinefles,  conceming^  the  differences' 
arifen  between  the  fubjefts  of  the  two  nations,  "  on  account,"  fays  the  King,  •*  of  the  free 
**  commerce  of  our  fubjefts  to  the  Eaft  Indies  obftrufted  by  the  Hollanders,  and  alfo  on  ac* 
•*  count  of  the  fifliery  in  the  North  Sea,  near  the  (hores  of  Greenland,  of  right  folely  belong- 
<*  ing  to  us  and  our  people,  but  interrupted  alfo  by  the  laid  Hollanders/* 

George  Spilbergen  now  failed  from  Holland,  with  five  fhips,  through  the  Streights  of.  Ma» 
gellan,  and  did  great  mifchief  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  South  Sea,  &c.  and  from  thence  he 
failed  round  the  terraqueous  globe,  fettling  by  the  way  a  faftory  at  Ternate^  the  chief  of  the 
Molucca  Ifles,  and  returned  home  by  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  year  1617.  This  is 
the  fecond  voyage  round  the  globe  performed  by  llie  Hollanders. 

This  year  1614  produced  the  difcovery  of  a  new  fpeciei  of  woollen  manufafture  in  England, 
on  the  following  occafion,  viz.  The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  having  iilued  a 
placart,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  Englifh  woollen  cloth,  that  was  dyed  in  the  cloth, 
becaufe  it  prevented  their  farther  manufa£turing  of  our  cloths,  by  dying  and  dreffing  them  as 
formerly,  upon  pain  of  confifcation  of  the  goods,  and  of  twenty-five  guilders  per  cloth  befidc* 
"Whereupon  the  Englifh  clothiers  ingenioufly  difcovered  the  art  of  making  of  mixtures  dyed 
in  the  wool,  rather  than  lofe  all  the  advantages  of  dying  and  dreffing.^  This  has  ever  fince  got 
the  appellation  of  Medley  Cloth.  All  woollen  cloth  before,  this  time  being  only  of  one  fingle 
colour  dyed  in  the  cloth,  as  black,  blue,  red,  &c. 

The 
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16 14  The  Ruflla  Company  now  fent  thirteen  fhips  to  Greenland,  and  the  Dutch  eighteen  fhlps, 
four  of  which  were  fhips  of  war  of  the  States,  whqre,  -in  fpite  of  our  Company's  exclufiyc 
claim,  they  fiflied  there,  by  main  force. 

About  this  time  the  fine  ifland  of  Baibadoes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  faid  to  be  firft-  difco- 
vered  and  fettled  on  by  fome  Englilh  people.  Others  fay,  it  was  difcovered  before  by  one  of 
Sir  William  Courten's  Ihips,  but  had  then  no  inhabitants,  nor  any  beafts  but  hogs,  left  there 
by  the  Spaniards  as  ufual,  for-their  own  future  convenience;  and  Courten's  heirs  affirm,  that 
he  then  planted  and  fortified  it,  but  was  difpoflefled,  in  the  year  1629,  by  the  Earl  of  Carliflc. 
It  is  the  mother  of  all  our  Weft  India  lugar  iflands,  and  the  chief  of  the  Caribbees  ;  and  it  has 
proved  of  e:(ceeding  great  confequence  to  the  kingdom  by  its  excellent  produftioiis.  On  its 
great  improvement  we  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  enlarge. — See  tlie  years  1626,  1627, 
1629,  1641,  1659,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year  1614,  the  Lord  Napier,  of  Scotland,  invented  thofe  excellent  artificial 
numbers,  called  Logarithms,  which  are  fo  ufeful  in  the  operations  of  trigonometry,  &c.  by 
performing  in  the  eafieft  manner,  by  addition,  the  office  of  multiplication,  and  by  fubtraftion, 
that  of  divifion ;  fo  that  they  are  of  great  and  fpecial  utility  to  mariners  at  fea,  in  calculations 
relating  to  their  courfe,  diftance,  latitude,  longitude,  &c. 

The  farnous  market  for  live  cattle,  horfes,  and  hay,  in  London,  named  Weft  Smith* 
iicid,  was  become  fo  miry  and  nafty,  that  it  was  now  found  neceflary  to  pave  it,  for  the  firft 
time. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company^s  fecond  voyage,  on  the  joint-ftock  account,  was  with 
four  fhips,  performed  this  fame  year,  with  which  they  defeated  a  Portuguefe  fleet  in  India,  by 
whom  they  were  attacked  :  at  Surat  they  loaded  indigo  and  Cambaya  cloths  :  and  at  Bantam, 
mace  and  filk.  Great  complaints  were  m&de  againft  the  Dutch  by  our  people,  both  at  Bantam 
and  Macaflar,  the  particulars  whereof  are  in  all  our  voyagers  accounts. 

England's  Eaft  India  commerce  becoming  very  confiderable.  King  James  I.  at  the  Eaft  In- 
dia Company'^s  requeft  and  expence,  appointed  Sir  ThonKis  Rowe  his  and  the  Company'i 
Ambaffador  to  the  Great  Mogul,  whom  the  Englifti  record,  in  vol.  xvi.  p.  775,  of  the  Foede- 
ra,  calls  the  Great  Magoar,  **  for  treating  with  him  about  an  intercourfe  of  the  commerce  of 
*'  England  to  and  from  Eaft  India."  This  record  takes  notice,  *'  That  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
**  pany  had  refolved  to  ufcfthc  further  fervice  of  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  in  fome  of  their  fhips, 
"  for  further  difcovery  into  the  Red  Sea,.  &c.'*  This  was  the  firft  royal  embafly  from  Eng- 
land to  that  remote  country,  and  will  probably  be  the  laft,  the  Company  ever  fince  managing 
their  concerns  at  the  eaftern  courts  by  their  own  proper  and  more  private  agents.  This  able 
minifter,  however,  fent  the  Company  very  good  intelligence  and  inftruftions  concerning  the 
mercenary  and  treacherous  temper  of  the  Mogul  and  his  Minifters,  and  for  the  advancement 
of  their  trade ;  all  which  arc  to  be  found  at  large  in  the  printed  colleftions  of  voyages.  He 
remained  in  India  fevcral  years,  in  which  time  the  following  European  goods  were  the  moft- 
acceptable  in  India,  viz.  knives  of  all  forts  and  fafhions  ;  toys,  of  the  figures  of  beafts  ;  rich 
velvets  and  fattins  ;  good  fowling-pieces  ;  polilhed  coral  and  amber  beads  ;  faddles  with  rich 
furniture  ;  fwords  with  fine  hilts,  inlaid,  &c.  hats  ;  choice,  piftures ;  wines  of  Alicant,  &c. 
cloth  of  gold  and  filver  ;  flowered  filks  of  goW  and  filvcr  ;  French  Ihaggs,  and  fine  Englilh 
Norwich  ftuffs;  fine  light  armour  ;  emeralds,  &c.  finely  fet  in  enamelled  work;  fine  Arras 
hangings  ;  large  looking-glafles  ;  quivers  -of  arrows  and  fine  bows  ;  figures  of  brafs  or  ftonc  ;. 
fine  cabinets;  embroidered  purfcs;  needle-work;  French  tweezer  cafes;  tabic  booksv;.  pcr-^ 
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1614  fumed  gloves,  belts,  girdles,  bone-lace;  dogs  of  various  natures  ;    plumes  of  feather;    o  n'l 

cafes  richly  cmbrpidercd  ;  prints  of  king-?,    &c,   cafes  of  flrong  waters  ;  drinking  and   per- 

fpeftive  glaflcs  ;  fine  bafons  and  ewers  :  in  general,  any  think  curious  for  workmanlhip,   not 

then  known  in  India  ;  all  which  things  will  fell  for  ready  money,    at  good  prices,  fays   Sir 

Thomas  Rowe,  and/ others. 

It  fecms  the  Portuguefe,  by  their  tyranny  and  cruelty,  had  by  this  time,  rendered  thcmfelves 
V     extremely  odious  to  all  the  Eaft  Indian  nations  ;  who  were  well  pleafeJ  to  fee  the  Englifti  and 
Dutch  daily  gaining  ground  of  them  :  yet  we  alfo  flill  find  complaints  againft  the  Hollanders 
in  India,  by  cur  people. 

The  Englifli  Company,  by  this  time,  had  faftories  at  the  following  places,  viz.  Bantam, 
Jacatra,  fincc  called  Batavia,  Surat,  Amadavar,  Agra,  Afmere,  Brampore,  Calecut,  from 
whence  the  cloth  named  Calico  took  its  name,  Mafulipatan,  Patan,  Siam,  Benjar,  Soccadania, 
Macaflar,  Achccn,  Jambi,  Tecoo,  Banda,  and  at  Firando  in  Japan. — From  many  of  which 
places  our  Company  have  fince  withdrawn  their  faSorics,  as  being  the  moft  proper  judges  of  ' 
the  fitnefs  thereof;  and  from  fome  others  of  them  the  Dutch  have  long  fince  wormed  us  out. 
The  four  fliips  of  this  voyage  traded  at  Bantam  and  Sumatra,  for  pepper,  &c.  and  returned 
in  1617. 

Sir  Thomas  Rowe  freely  advifed  our  Eaft  India  Company  to  fend  no  more  fpecial  ambafla- 
dors  to  India,  as  they  cannot  live  in  due  honour  there  ;  for  that  a  meaner  agent  will,  amongft 
thofe  proud  Moors,  better  efFeft  their  bufinefs. 

Captain  Peyton,  the  writer  of  this  voyage,  tells  us,  that  the  Portuguefe  were,  at  this  time, 
fovereign  lords  of  many  parts  in  Africa  and  India,  whereas  our  Company  was  only  fettled  on  . 
fufferance  at  fome  of  them. 

PLACES  POSSESSED  BY  THE  PORTUGUESE,    VIZ. 

"  On  the  North'Eq/l  Coaji  of  jifrka, 
**   I.  They  had  a  trade  on  the  river  Quame,  in  twenty-one  degrees,  fifty  minutes,  foutli 
*•  latitude,  for  gold,  ambergris,  ivory,  and  flaves  ;  and  at  Mozambiq^ue,  for  the  like. 
**  2.  At  Mombaza,  for  the  fame,  in  exchange  for  Guzarat  commodities. 
**  3,  At  Magadoxa,  for  tlie  fame,  and  for  feveral  forts  of  drugs.     And  that  from  all  thofe 
V  places  they  drove  a  trade  to  Cambaya,  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  to  many  other  parts. 
**  In  the  Gulph  of  Perfia, 
**  I.  At  Ormus.     They  make  a  profitable  trade  thence  to  Perfia,  Arabia,  and  India.     Hi- 
*«  ther  they  bring  quantities  of  pearls  from  Balfora,  and  witli  them  and  other  Pcrfiancommo- 
*«  modities,  they  fend  a  fhip  or  two  annually  to  Diu  in  India  ;  and  next  to  Goa :  this  is  their 
««  beft  port. 

•*  In  Arabia, 
**  At  Mafcat  they  have  a  llrong  fort,  though  no  great  tVade:  but  being  domineering  matters 
"  here,  they  keep  all  in  fervile  awe,  giving  out  their  paflcs  or  liccnfes  for  the  going  up  and 
**  down  of  their  fhips. 
««  In    Indojian,  ISc. 
**  I.  At  Diul,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Indus,  and  at  Diu,  in  Guzarat,  they  have  very  ftrong 

"  caftles. 

*«  2.  At  Daman  they  have  alfo  a  ftrong  caftlft,  and  entirely  inhabit  this  place,  withaterri- 

•*  tory  of  one  hundred  villages. 

•  ^*  3.  Scrra 
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1614       3.  Serra  de  Bazion,  a  Jittle  fouth  of  Daman,  they  are  pofleited  of ;  and,  (between  it  and 
"  Chaul)  the  three  ports  of  Gazicn,  Banda,  and  Maia. 
'*  They  likewife  poflefs  the  large  city  and  caftle  of  Chaul. 
"  At  Daubul,  they  have  a  faftory,  but  no  fort. 

•\Goais  their  Indian  metropolis,  the  feat  of  their  Vice-roy,  arid  of  all  the  gallantry  of  the 
"  nation,  and  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  their  forces.  Goa  has  alfo  a  large  (hare  of  trade  ; 
"  and,  in  (hort,  here  are  rhe  ftrong  finews  that  hold  together  the  parts  of  their  Eaftern  Em- 
•*  pi re. 

"  At  Onor  and  Barcelor,  they  have  forts,  and  trade  for  pepper,  ginger,  and  drugs.  They 
"  have  alfo  Mangalor  and  Cananor,  fortified  artd  traded  to  as  the  former. 

*<  And  though  they  arc  quite  (hut  out  from  Calecut,  and  are  befieged  at  Cranganor,  yet  they 
**  have  the  ftrong  city  and  caftle  of  Cochin,  with  a  confidcrable  trade,  and  a  favourable  (itu- 
<'  ation  for  it. 

•*  They  have  Coulan,  Quilaon,  and  Taccatra,  well  fortified,  and  moftly  filled^with  Portu- 
**  guefe,  both  laity  and  clergy. 

**  On  the  grear  iile  of  Ceylon,  the  ports  and  forts  of  Punta  de  Galla  and  Columbo  arc  whol- 
*»  ly  theirs  ;  and  they  arc  daily  increafing  their  dominion  in  this  ifland,  where  they  have  a 
**  warm  trade  for  cinnamon  and  drugs. 

**  Turning  the  corner  of  Cape  Comorin,  and  going  up  the  other  fide  df  the  continent,  at 
««i»Jegapatan,  they  have  a  faftory  ;  and  Maliapore,  (or  St.  Thomas)  a  walled  city,  is  their  own* 
**  Up  toward  the  Ganges,  they  have  feveral  fraall  refidences,  good  faftories  in  fomc  places^ 
**  and  every  where  fome  advantage  or  other,  that  makes  it  worth  their  whik  to  fettle  there. 
•*  In  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  they  are  poflTelTcd  of  a  good  town. 
**  In  Pegu  they  have  a  faftory,  and  alfo  at  Aracan,  and^upon  the  river  of  Martaban. 
"  At  Jimfuloa,  they  have  a  great  faftory,  from  whence  they  lade  vaft  quantities  of  tin  for 
**  the  Malabar  coaft. 

At  Malacca,  they  arc  mafters  of  the  city  and  caftle,  both  very  ftrong :  whereby  they  are 
raafters  of  the  beft  part  of  the  trade  of  the  adjoining  countries. 

At  Macao,  an  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  China,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Canton,  they 
have  a  city  and  caftle,  and  a  great  trade  with  the  Chinefe. 

In  Japan,  they  have  no  fort  nor  caftle,  but  only  a  faftory  ;  that  wife  Prince'*  fays  our 
author,  "  keeping  them  at  arm's  length. 

This  abridged  account  of  that  nation's  dominions  and  trade  in  India,  compared  with  what 
little  they  have  left  there  in  our  time,  will  (hew  their  (hameful  floth  and  negligence  in  after- 
ward fufFering  the  Hollanders  and  the  Indian  Princes  gradually  to  deprive  them  of  almoft  all 
the  before-named  pofle(rions,  and,  which  naturally  followed,  of  all  their  commerce.  So  that 
they  have  now  little  more  remaining  to  dcmonftrate  their  former  grandeur  in  India,  but  the 
almoft  univerfality  of  the  Portuguefe  language  along  thole  coafts  to  this  day.  An  interefting 
leiTon  or  memento  for  all  other  nations  ! 
1615  We  have  ellewhere  obfervtpd,  that,  from  the  very  commencement  of  England's  commerce 
to  Eaft  India,  there  was  a  fnirit  raifed  at  home  againft  it: — fee  the  year  1601.  And  in  this 
year  1615,  a  fmall  traft  was  publi(hed,  intitled,  the  Trade's  I ncreafe,  wherein  we  meet  with 
the  following  plaufible  objcftions  to  it,   viz. 

«*  That  to  follow  the  Eaft  India  trade,  they  had  neglefted  that  to  Ruflia,  in  which,  laft 
**  year,  there  were  only  two  (hips  employed,  inftead  of  fcventcen  great  (hips  formerly  employ- 
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1615  "  ed  by  the  Company,  befide  thofe  of  interlopers.     Whereas  the  Dutch,  in  this  year,  fent 
out  thirty-five  fliips  thither."     To  which  it  was  replied,  by  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  *'  That  the 
Eaft  India  Company  had  fpent  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  difcoveries 
only  towards  Ruffia, — and  do  yet  make  good  a  flock  for  defending  their  fiihing  of  the 
*•  whale  at  Greenland,  which  at  their  own  charge  was  firft  difcovered,  and  the  Bifcayners 
**  fent  for  by  them,  to  teach  our  nation  to  kill  the  whales." 

d^  This  is  an  irrefragable  proof,  that  the  Bifcayners  were  the  firft  whale-fifliers  in  Europe 
fince  the  revival  of  commerce. 

The  Englifh  Turkey  Company's  complaints  againft  the  Earf  India  Company  feem  to  be 
better,  or  at  leaft  more  fpecioufly  grounded ;  viz.  that  the  trade  of  the  latter  had  leflened  theirs 
to  the  Levant,  to  which  part  they  now  fent  thirty  Ihips  fewer  than  formerly,  whereas  the 
Dutch  now  employed  above  one  hundred  fail  to  the  Levant ;  though  he  own§,  they  were  prin- 
cipally laden  with  Englifli  lead,  tin,  Norwich  ftufFs,  &c.     **  He  complains  of  the  lofs  of  feve- 
ral  Eaft  India  (hips,  and  of  the  death  of  many  of  their  failors  ;  whereby,"  fays  he,  **  when 
the  royal  fleet  was  to  be  fitted  out  for  conveying  the  Lady  Elizabeth  to  her  fpoufe  the  Elec- 
tor Palatine,  there  was  forced  to  be  a  general  prefs." 

The  above-quoted  author,  in  fpeaking  of  obfolete  reftraints  on  the  fifhing  on  the  coafts  of 
other  nations,  obferves, 

I.-  That  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  Hollanders  and  Flemings,  before  they  began  their 
fiihing  for  herrings  on  our  (1.  e.  the  Englifh)  coafts,  was,  to  crave  leave  of  the  Governor 
of  Scarborough  Caftle. 

II.  On  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Norway  called  Malftrand,  all  ftrangcrs  may  fi(h  only  till 
Chriftmas  ;  after  which  they  muft  pay  a  certain  tax,  on  every  laft  of  herrings,  to  the  King 
**  of  Denmark. 

*^  III.  And  I  can  remember  that  certain  of  our  merchants  of  Hull  had  their  fliips  and  goods 
*'  taken  away,  and  themfclves  imprifoned,  for  fifliing  about  the  Wardhuys," — /.  e.  at  the  Da- 
nifli  North  Cape  of  Norway-Lapland. 

This  author  was  probably  retained  by  King  James,  for  countenancing  fuch  ill-judged  re- 
ftraints on  the  freedom  of  commerce  of  the  world,  longfince  univerfally  exploded. 

To  all  which  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  replied,  in  a  mafterly  manner,  in  this  fame  year,  in  a  trea- 
tife,  entitled,  The  Defence  of  Trade,  infcribed  to  his  kinfman  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Gover- 
vernor  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  Wherein,  after  accounting  for  the  lofs  of  fliips  and  men, 
«*  he  gives  a  lift  of  all  the  fliips  they  had  employed  from  the  beginning,  being  only  twenty- 
*'  four  in  number,  four  of  which  had  been  loft. — That  one  of  their  fliips  was  of  one  thoufand 
**  two  hundred  and  ninety  three  tons  burden  ;  one  of  one  thoufand  one  Jiundred  ;  one  of 
**  one  thoufand  and  fixty ;  one  of  nine  hundred  ;  one  of  eight  hundred,  and  the  reft  from  fix 
^*  hundred  down  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons. — Their  fliip  of  eight  hundred  tons  was  bought 
•*  of  the  Levant  Company ;  and  he  conceives  the  ground  for  having  fuch  large  fliips  in  the 
Levant  trade  to  be,  becaufe  our  royal  navy  was  not  fufiicient  as  yet  to  proteft  our  trading 
**  fliips  from  the  Barbary  rovers."  And  the  like  alfo  may  be  alleged  for  the  Eaft  India  fliips. 
—He  fays,  **  That  our  Eaft  India  Company's  greateft  ftock,"  /.  e.  value  of  goods  and  money 
exported,  *'  in  any  one  year,  was  but  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  the  nation  faves 
**  annually  fcventy  thoufand  pounds  in  the  prices  of  pepper,  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs, 
**  merely  for  home  confumption. — That  of  the  faid  fpices  they  exported,  laft  year,  to  the 
**  value  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  pounds,  bcfidc  indigo,  callico,  China  filks, 
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1615  "  benjamin,  aloes,  &c."  (but  no  mention  as  yet  of  cither  porcelains  or  of  tea).  *  "  A  confix 
*'  derable  addition  this  to  the  national  ftock.     To  which  ftiouid  be  added  the  King's  cuftom, 
,  and  alfo  the  employment  given  to  Ihips  and  mariners  in  the  faid  re-exportations. 

*^  That,  befide  cinnamon,  the  Company  computed  that  we  annually  confumed,  at  home, 
the  following  quantities  of  fpices,  viz. 

Pounds  Weight. 
Pepper,  formerly  8j.  now  but  2s.  per  lb.  wt.  450,000 

Cloves  -  .  -  -  50,000 

Mace,  -  -  -  -  15,000 

Nutmegs,  ^  -         .       -  -  100,000 


Total,     6 1 5,000  Pounds  fFeigbt. 


And  that  the  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs,  are  proportion  ably  reduced  in  price,  fincc  our 
dire  A  trade  to  India.  - 

Next,  he  gives  the  outfets  and  cargoes  of  the  Company's  trade  for  the  year  1614,  viz. 

*^  In  bays,  keriies,  and  broad  cloths,  dyed  and  dreiled,  to  the  kingdom's  bcft 
"  advantage,  -----  .  ^,     14,000 

**  2.  Lead,  iron,  and  foreign  merchandize,  -  -  -  10,000 

*^  3.  Ready  money  in  ail  the  fhips,  (and  which  was  lefs  than  is  allowed  by 
**  their  charters)  ------'  12,000 


Total        £.    36,000 
"  4.  The  fame  year,  their  fhipping  and  furniture  coft  them,  in  fitting  out,  34,000 

**  5.  And  for  viftuals,  and  other  extraordinary  charges,  -  -  30,000 


Total,  in  the  year  1614,        £.     100,000 


t5*  The  before-quoted  anonymous,  but  acute  author,  whom  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  now  an- 
fwered,  gives  us  a  lift  of  our  fhips  employed  in  other  branches  of  trade, 

"  I,  Wa  trade  to  Naples,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Marfeilles,  Malaga,  &c.  with  only  twenty 
**  (hips,  chiefly  with  herrings ;  and  thirty  fail  more,  laden  with  pipe  fiaves,  from  Ireland. "-« 
The  timber  of  Ireland  is  long  fince  exhaufted. 

**  2.  — To  Portugal  and  Andalufia,  we  fend  twenty  fhips  for  wines,  fugar,  fruit,  and  Wefl 
*^  India  drugs.  ' 

"  3.  — To  Boutdeaux,  we  fend  fixty  fhips  and  barks,  for  wines.  ^ 

**  4.  —To  Hamburgh  and  Middelburgh,  thirty-five  fhips  arc  fentby  our  Merchant- Adven- 
'*  turers  Company. 

"  5.  To  Dantzic,  Koningfberg,  &c.  we  fend  yearly  about  thirty  fhips,  viz.  fix  from  Lon- 
^*  don,  fix  from  Ipfwich,  and  the  reft  from  Hull,  Lynn,  and  Newcaftlc ;  but  the  Dutch  ma- 
*•  ny  more. 

«  6.  — To  Norway,  wc  fend  not  above  five  fhips,  and  the  Dutch  above  forty ;  and  great 
^*  fhips  too. 

Vol.  II.  LI.  ^«  7.  ~Oar 
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"  k5*  7.  — Our  Ncwcallle  coal  trade  employs  four  hundred  fail  of  fliips,  viz.  two  hundred 
**  for  fupplying  of  London,  and  two  hundred  more  for  the  reft  of  England. 

"  And  befide  our  own  fhips"  fays  this  author,  "  hither,  even  to  the  mine's  mouth,  come 
"  all  our  neighbouring  nations  with  their  fliips  continually,  employing  their  own  fhipping 
«•  and  mariners.  I  doubt  not,  continues  «he,  "  whether  if  they  had  fuch  a  trcafure,  they 
"  would  not  employ  their  own  fhipping  folely  therein.  The  French  fail  thither  in  whole 
fleets  of  fifty  fail  together ;  ferving  all  their  ports  of  Picardy,  Normandy,  Bretagne,  &c» 
even  as  far  as  Rochelle  and  Bourdeaux.  And  the  Ihips  of  Bremen,  Embden,  Holland,  and 
Zealand,  fupply  thofe  of  Flanders,  &c.  whofe  Ihipping  is  not  great,  with  our  coals. 

8.  — Our  Iceland  fifliery  employs  one  hundred  and  twenty  fliips  and  barks  of  our  own. 

9.  — And  the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  one  hundred  and  fifty  fmall  fliips."  (Yet  Gerard 
Malynes,  in  his  Lex  Mercatoria,  printed  in  the  year  1622,  p.  247,  fays,  that  this  very  year 
there  were  two  hundred  and  fifty  fliips  from  England  at  the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  the  ton* 
nage  of  which  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  tons: — and  that  the  French,  Bifcayners,  anA 
Portuguefe,  can  make  two  voyages  yearly  with  four  hundred  fliips. 

**  10.  — And  our  Greenland  whale  fifliery,  fourteen  fliips. 

"  II.  As  for  the  Bermudas,"  fays  he,  "  we  know  not  .yet  what  they  will  do;  andforVir- 
**  ^inia,  we  know  not  what  to  do  with  it.  The  prefent  profit  of  thofe  two  colonies  not  em- 
**  ploying  any  ftore  of  fliipping. — The  great  expence  that  the  nobility  and  gentry^ have  been  at 
**  in  planting  Virginia  is  no  way  rccompenfed  by  the  poor  returns  from  thence." 

How  much  is  the  cafe  altered  fince  this  author  wrote  ?  And  how  great  a  fund  of  authentic 
Mercantile  Hiftory  have  fuch  old  trafts  fupplied  us  with,  which  otherwife  might  have  been- 
loft  ;  many  of  which  have  been  coUefted  with  great  labour  and  expence,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  made  a  beginning  to  a  Public  Mercantile  Library,  as  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  this 
work,  in  order  to  prefervc  fuch  valuable  memoirs  from  deftruSion. 

*•  12.  — Laftly,  This  author  urges  our  pufliing  on  the  fifliery,  by  motives  drawn  from  the 
**  immenfe  profit  of  the  Dutch  from  their  fifliery,  in  which  have  been  numbered  in  fight, 
**  two  thoufand  fail  of  bufles,  employing  thirty-feven  tlioufand  fifliermen,  going  out  to  fea  at 
"  once." 

Judicious  readers  need  not  to  be  told,  that  fuch  memoirs  as  thefe,  concerning  the  ftate  of 
trade  and  fliipping,  in  different  periods,,  drawn  from  fafts,  written  by  fuch  able  authors  as 
lived  at  the  refpcftive  times,  tend  moft  effeftually  to  illuftrate  the  immenfe  increafc  of,  and 
furprizing  alterations  in  our  commerce,  colonies,  &c  and  the  like  alfo  in. thofe  of  other  na* 
tions. 

In  this  fame  year,  one  Doftor  William  Vaughan,  a  fervant,.  as  he  ftiles  himfelf,.  of  King 
James;  attempted  a  fettlement  on  Newfoundland,  at  the  expence  of  his  own  fortune;,  (as  he 
writes  in  a  fmall  quarto  book,  publiflied  in  the  year  1626,  entitled,  The  Golden  Fleece)  he 
carried  thither  a  number  of  his  countrymen  of  and  from  Wales,  and  gave  his  faid  plantation 
the  name  of  Cambriol,  being  in  the  fouth  part  of  that  ifland  :  his  fcheme  was,  for  the  fifliery 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  his  plantation.  He  tells  us.  alfo,  that 
the  Lord  Falkland,  and  Sir  George  Calvert,  afterwards  created  Lord  Baltimore,  had.  made  a 
fettlement  on  the  north  end  of  that  ifland  at  a  great  expence,  in  the  years  162 1  and  1622.  Yet^ 
as  we  have  elfewhere  obferved,  no  folid  plantation  has  any  perfon  ever  been  able  to  fettle  on 
that  cold  and  barren  ifland  to  this  day.  In  the  fame  year,  Sir  Henry  Mayuard,  with  five  ftout 
fhips  was  fent  thitiier  for  protedting  the  fifliery,  which  was  fo  confiderable,  that  there  were 
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1615  one  hnndrcd  and  feventy  Ehglifli  fhips  there  together.  If  the  acute  author  of  the  faid  Trade's 
Increafe,  publifhed  in  this  ye;ar  is  to  be  believed,  our  trade  to  Spain  and  Portugal  was  very 
low  at  this  time,  fcarcely  employing  five  hundred  feamen  ;  owing,  he  thinks,  to  our  long  wars 
with  that  crown  in  Qaeen  Elizabeth's  days. 

The  Ruffia  Company  now  fent  out  two  fliips  and  two  pinnaces  to  Spitzfbergen ;  llill,  by 
our  voyagers,  called  Greenland,  and  the'  Dutch  fent  thither  eleven,  and  alfo  three  fhips  of 
war  to  protcft  them.  At  the  fame  time,  the  court  of  Denmark  fent  three  fhips  of  war  thither, 
being  the  firfl  Danifh  ihips  feeruthere  ;  yet  they  alfo  pretended  to  demand  toll  of  the  Englilh 
fhips,  but  were  refufed  it,  ftill  alleging  that  Greenland,  i.e.  Spitfbergen,  belcTnged  folely  to 
England.  This  humour  of  an  exclufive  claim  to  that  remote,  dangerous,  and  vaflly  extended 
fea,  where  there  was  no  land  territory  that  was  habitable,  and  which  tliereforc  could  not  eafily 
be  fupported,  held  on  through  all  King  James's  reign,  and  was  at  leafl  as  unreafonable  as  even 
the  Portuguefe  exclufive  claims  fouthward;  in  fuch  inflances,  vainly  copied  by  our  own  and 
other  nations,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  condemn  both  Spain  and  Portugal  for  doing  the  fame ; 
fo  blind  arc  mofl  men  whilft  their  own  immediate  intercfl  is  in  queflion. 

By  the  dexterity  of  Penfionary  Barnevelt,  the  Dutch  AmbafTador-extraordinary  in  England, 
and  of  Caroon,  their  AmbafTador  in  ordinary,  the  cautionary  towns  of  Flufhing,-Briel,  and 
Rammekins,  were,  in  this  year  1616,  evacuated  by  King  James's  order — the  fum  due  by  the 
States  General  to  England  had  been  adjufled,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  be  eight  millions  of 
guilders.  But  King  James,  like  his  voracious  miniflers,  being  ever  in  want  of  money,  and 
•not  caring  to  truft  to  a  Parliament  for  his  unreafonable  demands,  was  prevailed  on  to  accept 
of  two  millions  feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  guilders,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  eight 
millions  ;  and  alfo  remitted  eighteen  years  intereft  on  the  fame.  This  was  a  moft  politic  flep 
in  the  Dutch,  fince,  whilfl  England  held  thofe  faflnefTes,  the  States  were  very  much  at  the 
mercy  of  our  nation, — fee  Foedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  783-4.  And,  inflead  of  this  (hameful  compofi- 
tion  by  our  then  government,  a  million  of  Herling  money  was  lefs  than  was  judly  due,  ^nd 
would  have  been  a  cheap  purchafe  to  the  Dutch,  had  our  King  and  his  Miniflers  infilled  on  it. 

1616  The  lafl  record  for  our  purpofe  in  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  is,  "  a  commifiion 
from  King  James  I.  (p.  789)  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  fuch  as  he  fhall  join  with  liim,  to 
undertake  a  voyage  unlo  the  fouth  parts  of  America,  orelfewhere  in  America,  poflefTed  and 
inhabited  by  heathen  and  favage  people,  to  difcover  foiiie  commodities  in  thofe  countries 
that  be  necefTary  and  profitable  for  the  fubjefts  of  thefe  our  kingdoms.  We  being  credibly 
informed,  that  there  are  diverfe  merchants  and  owners  of  fhips,  and  others,  well  difpofed 
to  affifl  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  his  enterprize,  had  they  fufiicicnt  aflurance  to  enjov 
their  parts  of  the  profits  returned,  in  refpeft  of  the  peril  of  law  wherein  the.  faid  .Sir  Walter 

**  Raleigh  now  ftandeth.     And  we  being  alfo  informed,  that  diverfe  other,  the  kinfmen   and 

*'  friends  of  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  diverfe  captains  and  other  commanders,  are  alfo 

*'  defirous  to  follow  him,  and  to  venture  their  lives  with  him  in  this  journey.  We  have  grant- 

^^.  ed  full  power  to  him,  and  free  liberty,  to  carry  and  lead  out  of  this  realm,  or  elfewhere,  all 

^*  fuch  of  our  loving  fubjefts  as  fhall  willingly  accompany  him,  together  with  fhips,  arms, 

*•  ammunition,  wares,  merchandize,  kc*     And  he  to  be  the  fole  Governor  and  Commander 

of  the  faid  people,  with  power  of  martial  law,  &c.     And  alfo  power  to  appoint  under  him 

fuch  captains,  officers,  &c.  as  he  fhatl  judge  proper :  and  to  bring  home  gold  and  filvcr,  pre*- 

cious  flones,  and  other  merchandize,  and  to  difpofe  thereof  at  his  and  his  partners  plea- 

fure  ;  paying  to  us  one  fifth  part  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  precious  flones,  and  alfo  the  ufual 
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1616  **  duties  for  the  other  merchandize.     And  we  do  grant  unto  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
**  that  thefe  our  letters  patent  fhall  be  firm  and  fufficient  in  law,  &c." 

So  much  has  been  faid  and  written  by  others,  on  the  barbarity  of  this  King  towards  that 
great  man,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  that  we  need  make  no  remarks  at  prefent  on  this  grant  to 
him. 

In  the  fame  year  1616,  William  Baffin  failed  on  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft,  paflage  to 
China,  &c.  even  fo  far  northward  as  the  feventy^eighth  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  and  gave 
name  to  a  bay  in  thofe  feas.  Yet  he  returned  home  without  being  able  to  find  any  paflage. 
This  new  undertaking  was  at  the  charge  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  Sir  John 
Wolftenholme,  &c.  Direftors  of  the  Ruffia  Company,  &c.  In  his  letter  to  the  laft  named 
gentleman,  he  fays,  "  That  having,  in  three  years  time,  coafted  all,  or  near  all,  the  circum- 
ference of  Davis's  flreights,  he  found  it  to  be  no  other  than  a  great  bay,  and  no  hopes  of 
a  paflage. — But  that  fome  advantage  may  be  made  of  this  voyage,  fince  there  are  here  very 
great  plenty  of  thofe  whales  called,  by  the  Bifcayners,  the  grand  bay  whales  ;  the  fame  may 
"  be  purfued,  and  good  ftore  of  oil  may  be  made  between  the  middle  of  July  and  the  laft  day 
"  of  Auguft."  There  is  not,  however,  one  word  of  wliale-bone  or  whale-fins. — Thus  there 
wanted  not  men  of  quality,  gentlemen,  and  merchants,  even  in  thofe  earlier  times,  to  encour* 
age  every  probable  fchcmc  for  the  advancement  of  the  nation's  commerce. 

Nor  were  the  Hollanders  at  all  behind  us  in  new  cnterprizes  :  for,  in  this  fame  year,  Wil- 
liam Cornelitz  Schouten,  and  James  Le  Maire,  performed  the  third  Dutch  circumnavigation 
of  the  globe.  Such  as  were  not  of  their  Eaft  India  Company,  being  prohibited  to  go  to  In- 
dia either  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  eaftward,  or  weftward  through  the  Strcights  of  Magellan, 
fome  now  began  to  think  there  might  be  another  paflage  thither  weftward,  fomewhere  fouth 
of  thofe  Streights.  This  was  firft  ftarted  by  Le  Maire,  a  merchant  of  Amfterdam,  joined  By- 
William  Cornelitz  Schouten,  a  merchant  of  Hoorn.  They  fitted  out  two  ftiips,  one  of  which 
was  loft  by  fire  at  Port  Defire,  under  the  command  of  the  latter,  in  theyear  1615  ;  and,  pafling 
on  fouth  of  the  Magellanic  Streights,  he  found  a  new  and  fafer  ftreight,  which  he  named  after 
his  partner  Le  Maire,  through  which  he  pafled  into  the  South  Sea,  having  failed  almoft  inta 
the  fixtieth  degree  of  fouth  latitude  before  he  got  round  the  Cape,  which  he  named  after  his 
town  of  Hoorn,  on  the  ifle  named  Terra  del  Fuego,  lying  in  fifty-feven  degrees  forty-eight 
minutes  :  thence  crofling  the  great  fouthern  ocean,  they  came  to  Jacatra,  fince  named  Batavia, 
where,  notwithftanding  this  new  and  great  difcovery,  their  fhip  and  goods  were  feized  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the  year  1616.  So  he  and  his  men  took  their 
pafllage  home  in  one  of  that  Company's  fliips,  having  performed  their  whole  circumnavigation 
in  two  years  and  eighteen  days. 

This  new  difcovered  fouth-wcft  paflage  to  India  was  afterwards  fhortencd,  in  1623,  by  a 
way  through  the  ftreight  of  NaflTau,  to  the  north- weft  of  Le  Maire^s  ftreight :  and  it  was  yet- 
further  ftiortened,  by  difcovering  a  new  ftreight,  named  Brower's  Streight,  in  the  year  1643 ; 
both  of  thefe  ftreights  being  found  by  Hollanders.  Yet,  fince  the  powers  of  Europe  have 
made  treaties  about  the  Eaft  India  commerce,  that  fouth-weft  paflige  is  not  made  ufe  of,  unlefs 
for  illicit  commerce  with  the  Spanifli  territories  in  the  South  Sea,  or  in  cafe  any  of  the  other 
powers  ftiould  be  at  war  with  Spain. 

In  this  fame  year  16 16,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  are  faid  to  have  made  a  dividend  to 
their  proprietors  of  no  lefs  than  fixty-two  and  one-half  per  cent,  which  (excepting  that  of 
feventy-fivc  per  cent,  in  1607)  was  the  bigheft  ever  made  by  that  company.     Sometimes  tliofo 
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1616  large  dlvidenxJs  were  made  but  once  in  two  years,  and  fometimes  in  three  years  ;  but  of  later 
years  they  make  annual  dividends,  and  fometimes  twice  in  one  year. 

Very,  early  in  this  fcventeenth  century,  according  to  Morgan's  Hiftory  of  Algiers,  vol.  iu 
p.  628,  the  Algerines,  and,  by  their  example,  thofe  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  began  to  Ihow 
themfelves  at  fea  with  fquare  failed  fhlps,  contrary  to  ancient  ufagc  ;  in  confcquence  of  whiclx 
the  ufe  of  gallies  and  galliots  was  laid  afide  by  them. — Thofe  corfairs  foon  grew  fo  powerful, 
that,  in  the  year  1616,  we  find  r^  letter  of  Sir  Francis  Cottington,  the  Englifh  Minifter  in 
Spain,  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  advifing,  that  their  whole  fleet  confifted  of  forty  fail  of 
tail  fliips,  their  Admiral  being  of  five  hundred  tons  burden;  with  which  they  ftruck  terror  all 
along  the  Spanifh  coafts,  dividing  their  force  into  two  fquadrons,  with  one  of  which  they 
blocked  up  the  port  of  Malaga,  and  with  the  other  they  cruifed  between  Lifbon  and  Seville. 
Confidering  the  mean  ftate  of  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  Chriftian  powers  of  Europe  in  thofe 
times,  this  was  truly  a  formidable  fleet:  but  thofe  rovers  are  fcarcely  able  in  our  days  to  fend 
out  fuch  a  fleet ;  and,  on  the  other  Irand,  the  Chriftian  powers  are  fince  become  much  mora 
formidable  in  (hipping.  4 

In  this  fame  year   1616,  the  Englifh  Eafl:  India  Company  fent  out  fi^^e  fhips,  viz.  one  of 
one  thoufand  tons,  one  of  nine*  hundred,  one  of  eight  hundred,  one  of  four  hundred,  and 
one  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen ;  and  this  was  called  their  fifth  voyage  on  the  joint- 
ftock  ;  yet  we  have  not  met  with  any  account  of  their  fourth  voyage.     In  this  fifth  voyage> 
they  took  a  Portuguefe  Ihip,  laden  with  elephants  teeth,  which  they  landed  at  Surat,  together 
with  their  own  ladings  of  coral,  cloth,  tin,,  wines,  ftrong  waters,  &c.     Thence  they  went  to 
Jacatra ;  but  the  Dutch,  having  a  fort  there  already,  ufed  our  faftory,  fettled  there  by  a  grant 
from  the  King  of  Bantam^  fo  rudely,  fays  our  voyagers,  that  our  people  were  obliged  to  at- 
tack  their  fleet;  and  ours  being  joined  by  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  with  fix  more  fhips  from  Eng- 
land, and  other  Ihips  of  the  company's  at  Bantam,  it  confifted  of  thirteen  fail  of  good  Ihips, 
with  which  we  beat  the  Dutcli  fleet  near  Jacatra,  as  wealfo  did  in  another  engagement  on  the 
coaft  of  Sumatra.     Yet,  in  the  end,  five  of  our  Ihips  were  taken  by  the  Dutch,  we  having 
before  taken  one  of  theirs.     In  the  mean  time,  a  fhip  of  ours  from  England,  brought  an  ac- 
count of  agreement  at  home  between  the  two  companies,  which  put  an  end  to  thefe  hofliilities^ 
Afterwards  our  fhips  at  Firando  in  Japan,  joined  with  the  Dutch,  who  now  Ihewed  our  peo- 
ple all  friendlhip,  in  applications  to  the  Emperor,  who  granted  all  their  requefts.     On  their, 
return  to  Bantam,  in  the  year  1621,  they  found  a  French  fhip  trading  there  ;  and  ours  re- 
turned that  year  home,  laden  with  pepper,  filk,  cloves,  and  benjamin.     In  this   fame  voyage,, 
one  of  our  fhips  failed  to  Mocha,  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  fettled  a  faftory  there^  for  the  firft  time, 
by  permiffion  of  the  Turkifh  Aga. 

In  the  fame  year,  eight  fhips  failed  from  London  and  Plymouth,  for  the  country  fince- 
named  New  England,  and  carried  from  thence  great  quantities  of  fifli  and  oil  for  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  as  they  did  alfo  in  the  year  1618 :  yet  that  country  was  not  as  yet  fettled. 

The  accounts  our  voyage  writers  give  in  thofe  times  are  often  vague  and  confuted:  They 
pretend,  that  the  princes  and  chiefs  of  the  Banda  ifles.  did,  in  a  folemn  writing,  refign  thofe 
ifles,  fo  famous  for  nutmegs  and  cloves.  In  full  propriety  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  for 
ever;  declaring,  that  they  never  acknowledged  the  Dutch  as  their  fovereigns ;  and  that,  in 
token  of  their  fubjeftion,  they  would  annually  fend  a  branch  of  nutmegs  to  our  King.  Where- 
upon our  people  erefted  forts,  and  warned  the  Dutch  to  come  thither  no  more.  Yet  the  lat- 
ter found  means  to  furprife  both  our  fhips  at  Pooloway  -,  and  at  Bantam,  inftead  of  a  friendly 
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1616  accommodation  of  the  fe  differences,  the  faftories  of  the  two  companies  fell  to  fighting:  and 
the  Dutch  infifted  on  the  ifle  of  Poleroon  as  the  condition  of  reftorihg  our  two  fliips  ;  and, 
moreover,  in  1618,  they  took  two  more  of  our  fhips. 

161 7  In  the  fecond  year  of  tlie  reign  of  King  James  I.  in  the  year  1604,  that  Prince  had,  by  a 
new  charter,  confirmed  ail  the  former  charters  of  the  company  of  Merchant-adventurers  ;  and, 
in  the  fifteenth  ot  his  reign,  161 7,  he  again  confirmed  all  their  former  powers  and  privileges, 
for  their  trading  to  the  Netherlands  and  to  Germany,  with  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  Eng- 
land, exclufive  of  all  who  were  not  free  of  that  company.  Both  which  charters,  neverthelefs, 
Hill  referved  to  the  Mayor,  Conftables,  and  Fellowfhip  of  the  Merchants  of  the   Staple  of 

"England,  full  liberty  to-trade  into  the  laid  limits.     *' Yet.  according  to  Malynes,  their  pro- 
**  feffed  enemy,  the   Merchant-adventurers  Company  increafed  their  arbitrary  proceedings 

more  and  more,  and  enlarged  the  fums  to  be  paid  for  the  freedom  thereof,  &c.     So  that  the 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  gradually  loft  their  privileges,  and  all  others  were  compelled  to 
"  conform  to  the  rules  and  meafures  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company,  whofe  mem- 
"  bers  were  at  this  time  about  four  thoufand  perfons  :"  that  is,  in  faft,  almoft  all  who  traded 
in  the  woollen  manufafture  to  Germany  and  the  Netherlands. 

We  have  at  length  got  into  the  feventtenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  in  the  firft  and  fecond. 
pages  of  which,  we  find  King  James's  creation  of  the  great  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  who  was  at 
that  time  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  to  be  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England,  with  the 
very  fame  appointments  as  he  liad  before  as  Lord  Keeper,  and  as  other  Lord  Chancellors  had 
enjoyed,  viz.  "  Five  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  fifteen  fhillings  for  falary,  and  two  hund- 
**  red  pounds,"  or  fifty  pounds  each  term,  **  for  his  attendance  in  the  ftar-chamber ;  alfo 
**  three  hundred  pounds  over  and  above  the  faid  allowance,  with  fixty  pounds  per  annum,  for 
^*  twelve  tons  of  wine." 

And  p.  5,  of  the  fame  volume.  King  James,  in  that  year,  grants  •*  to  William  Segar, 
•**  Garter  King-at-arms,  in  confideration  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fees  of  his  office,*  an  annual 

penfion  of  ten  pounds  :  and  to  William  Camden,  Clarencieux  King-at-anns,  twenty  pounds 

yearly,  for  the  like  reafoii ;  and  the  fame  to  Richard  St.  George,  Norroy  King-at-arms. — 
**  Alfo  an  annual  penfion  of  thirteen  pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eightpence  to  each  of  the  he- 
<«  raids." 

King  James,  being  ort  his  progrefs  to  Scotland,  iflfucd  out  the  following  extraordinary  pro-* 
.clamation,  which,  in  our  days,  as  elfewhere  obferved,  would  be  thought  not  a  little  arbitrary, 
viz.  *'  He  ftriaiy  commands  all  noblemen,  knights,  and  gentlemen,  who  have  manfion-houfes 
'*  in  the  country,  to  depart  within  twenty  days  after  the  date  thereof,  with  their  wives  and 
**  families,  out  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  London,  and  to  return  to  their  feveral  habitations 
^*  in  the  country,  there  to  continue  and  abide  until  the  end  of  the  fummer  vacation,  to  per- 
**  form  the  duties  and  charge  of  their  places  and  fervicc  ;  and  likewife,  by  hoiifekeeping,  to  be 
*•  a  comfort  unto  their  neighbours,  in  order  to  renew  and  revive  the  laudable  cuftom  of  hof- 
**  pitality  in  their  refpeftive  countries.  Excepting,  however,  fuch  as  have  necellary  occa- 
*«  fion  to  attend  in  our  city  of  London  for  term.bufincfs,  or  other  urgent  occafions,  to  be  figni- 
**  fied  to,  and  approved  by  .our  privy  council." 

On  this  occafion  we  fliall  only  further  remark,  that  King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  "after  the 
peace  of  Vervins,  iflued  a  fimilar  proclamation  in  the  year  1598,  (which  pofiibly  King  James 
-thought  a  good  precedent,  having  likewife,  on  feveral  other  occafions,  teftified  a  fondnefs  for 
imitating  that  able  Prince  in  matters  of  flate  policy,  perhaps  without  duly  confidering  the  dif- 
ference 
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1617  fcrenceof  the  conftitutioii,  temper,  &c.  of  the  two  kingdoms)  commanding  his  nobility  and 
gentry  to  retire  to  their  cllates,  improve  their  lands,  and  keep  tjie  peace  of  their  refpeftive 
countries. 

We  (hall  juft  obferve,  under  this  fame  year,  from  p.  9,  of  the  feventecnth  volume  of  the 
Fcedera,  that  we  now  meet  with  the  firft  commiffion  to  Sir  John  Digby,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Briftol,  from  King  James,  for  treating  with  King  Philip  III.  of  Spain,  for  a  marriage  be- 
tween Charles  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Infanta  Maria  of  Spain,  King  Philip's  daughter;  a 
treaty,  which,  after  being  in  agitation  about  eight  years,  was  fruitlefs  at  laft,  and  proved  of  no 
fma41  detriment  to  the  public. 

In  this  fame  year,  161 7,  the  Hollanders  firft  fettled  and  fortified  the  ille  of  Gorce,  on  the 
African  coaft,  near  Cape  Verde.  The  Englilh  long  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1663,  took  it  from 
the  Dutch,  but  reftored  it  in  1664.  In  the  year  1677,  the  French  took  it  from  the  Dutch, 
and  held  it  till  the  year  1758,  when  it  was  retaken  by  Great  Britain;  and  in  1762,  it  was 
again  ftipulated  to  be  yielded  up  to  France. 

It  is  but  a  fmall  and  barren  ille,  faid  to  be  without  either  wood  or  good  water :  yet  its  hav- 
ing a  fafe  harbour  and  anchorage,  rendered  it  convenient  to  the  French,  becaufe  of  their  fac- 
tories on  the  coaft  of  the  neighbouring  continent,  (the  principal  whereof,  viz.  Fort  Louis,  in 
the  river  of  Senegal,  the  Englilh  took  from  the  French  in  the  year  1758)  at  which  faftories 
the  French  traded  for  gold,  flaves,  hides,  oftrich-feathers,-  bees-wax,  gum  Senegal,  an  ex- 
tremely ufeful  commodity,  millet,  ambergreafe,  &c.  and  was,  by  the  preliminaries  of  the 
year  1762,  agreed  to  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain, 

In  this  fame  year,  the  quarrels  at  Spitzbergen  about  the  whale-fiflling,  ran  very  high  be- 
tween the  Englilh  and  the  Dutch,  the  former  feizing  on  part  of  their  oil :  and  this  is  the  firft 
time  we  find  mention  of  fins  or  whale-bone  being  brought  home  with  the  blubber  or  oil , 
although  probably  before  this  period,  it  had  been. employed  for  women's  ftays,  &c.  by  means 
of  the  Bifcay  whale-fifhers. 

1618  In  the  next  year.  King  James,  as  King  of  Scotland,  incorporated  a  number  of  Englifli, 
Scots,  and  Zealanders,  to  be  a  new  company  to  fifli  at  Spitzbergen ,  and  much  (hipping,  pro- 
yifions,  &c.  were  contrafted  for  ;  yet,  after  all  their  preparations,  this  Scotifli  patent  was  an- 
nulled ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Eaft  India  adventurers  fhould  ftill  join  ftock  with  the  Ruf- 
fia  Company,  and  be  one  joint  company  for  the  whale-fifhery.  Thirteen  fhips  were  there- 
upon fent  thither :  but  the  Zealanders  proving  fuperior  there,  and  being  exafperated  at  the 
laft  year's  feizing  of  their  oil,  &c.  and  their  difappointment  by  refcinding  the  above-named 
Scotifli  patent,  they  attacked,  overpowered,  rifled,  and  difperfed  the  Englifli  fliips,  moft 
of  them  returning  home  empty. 

The  manner  of  managing  the  whale-fiflling  of  both  nations  was  then  quite  different  from 
what  it  is  in  our  days :  the  whales,  in  thofc  early  times,  having  never  been  difturbed,  fay- 
cur  voyagers,  refortcd  to  the  bays  near  the  fliore,  fo  that  their  blubber  was  eafily  landed  at 
Spitzbergen,  where  they  erefted  cookeries,  (that  is  coppers,  &c.  for  boiling  their  oil)  which 
cookeries  they  left  ftanding  from  year  to  year,  and  only  brought' home  the  purified  oil  and  the 
whale-bone.  The  Englilh,  having  been  firft  in  that  fifliery,  kept  pofleflion  of  the  beft  bays  : 
the  Hollanders,  coming  later,  were  obliged  to  find  bays  further  north ;  yot  the  Danes,  who 
came  later  into  this  trade  than  the  Dutch,  got  in  between  the  Enghfli  and  Dutch  :  the' Ham- 
burgers came  after  the  Danes  ;  and  after  them  came  the  French,  and  alfo  the  Bifcayners,  who,  " 
though  they  were  older  whale-fiftiers  than  any  in  Europe,  except  the  Norwegians,  had  not, 
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j6i8. however,  praftifed  this  method,  but  by  the  example  of  the  Englilh  and  the  reft;  and  who 
were  forced  to  fet  up  their  cookeries  ftill  further  off.  But,  fince  thofe  times,  the  whales  arc 
lefs  frequent  in  the  bays,  and  are  moft  commonly  among  the  openings  of  the  ice,  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  land,  which  obliges  the  Ihips  to  follow  them  thither ;  fo  that  the  blubber  is  now 
cut  from  the  whales  which  are  taken,  in  fmall  pieces  at  the  fhips  fides,  and  their  caflcs  filled 
therewith,  and  tlius  brought  home  to  be  boiled  and  purified,  and  the  whale-fins  alfo  to 
be  cleaned.  This  latter  method,  however,  offifhing,  being  often  found  dangerous  and  ha- 
zardous to  {hipping,  it  difcouraged  our  Englifti  adventurers,  who  then  traded  in  a  company, 
fo  that  they  foon  after  relinquifhed  that  fiftiery;  and  fo.  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  II. 

The  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  fending  out  fix  fliips  in  the  year  1618,  for  India,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Dale  :  we  find,  in  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  56,  of  the  Foedera, 
^hat  King  James  I.  to  gWe  a  greater  weight  to  that  voyage,  granted  to  him  a  fpccial  commif- 
fion  to  govern  that  fleet,  as  well  by  common  as  by  martial-law  :  aHb  to  feize  on  the  (hips  and 
merchandize  of  any  others  of  his  fubjefts  who  fhould  be  found  rwvigating  witliin  the  com- 
pany's limits  without  their  licence;  half  the  value  of  fuch  feizures  to  belong  to  the  crown, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  company. 

We  have  fcen  King  James's  commiffion  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  year  16 16,  for  the 
projeG  of  finding  the  rich  gold  mines  of  Guiana ;  and  in  the  year  following,  he  failed  out  on 
that  adventure,  with  twelve  fhips,  two  of  which  defertcd  him  before  he  arrived  at  Guiana, 
where,  however,  he  could  never  find  tlie  marks  he  had  left  there ;  although  his  fon  and  Cap- 
tain Kemys  failed  a  vaft  way  up  the  river  Oronoque  in  queft  of  them,  to  no  purpofe.  But 
being  narrowly  watched  by  Count  Gondemar,  the  Spanifti  minifter  at  King  James's  court, 
■and  perhaps,  as  many  probably  think,  given  up  to  be  a  facrifice  to  the  projefted  match  be- 
tween Charles  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Infanta  of  Spain  ;  King  James  was  induced,  in  161 8, 
to  iflue  the  following  proclamation,  in  fubftance,  viz.  "  That  whereas  he  had  liccnfed  Ra- 
^*  leigh  and  others,  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Guiana,  where  they  pretended  great  probabili- 
**  ties  to  make  difcovery  of  rich  gold  mines;  in  which  licence  we  did,  by  exprefs  limitation 
-**  and  caution,  reftrain  them  from  any  aft  of  hoftility,  wrong,  or  violence,  upon  the  terri- 
tories of  any  Princes  in  amity  with  us,  and  more  particularly  of  thofe  of  our  dear  brother, 
the  King  of  Spain  :  all  which,  notwithftanding,  we  are  fince  informed  by  common  fame, 
that  they  have,  by  an  hoftile  invafion  of  the  town  of  St.  Thome,  being  under  the  obedience 
of  our  faid  dear  brother,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  by  killing  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  there- 
of, his  fubjefts,  and  after  burning  and  facking  the  faid  town,  malicioufly  broken  and  in- 
fringed the  peace  and  amity  which  hath  been  fo  happily  cftablifhed,  and  fo  long  inviolably 
-**  continued,  between  us  and  the  fubjefts  of  both  our  crowns  :  we  have  therefore  held  it  fit, 
to  make  a  public  declaration  of  our  own  utter  miflike  and  deteftation  of  the  faid  infolencies 
and  excefles.  And,  for  the  clearing  of  the  truth  of  the  faid  common  fame,  we  do  hereby 
ftriftly  charge  all  our  fubjefts,  that  have  any  particular  underftanding  and  notice  thereof, 
immediately  to  difcover  the  fame  to  fomc  of  our  privy  council,  upon  pain  of  our  higheft 
V  difpleafure." — Foedera,  vol.  xvii.  p.  90. 

Upon  Raleigh's  return,  without  gold.  King  James  difavowed  his  having  given  him  autho- 

.  r?ty  to  fail  to  Guiana,  although  he  had  privately  received  of  him  a  fcherae  of  the  whole  de- 

lign,  with  a  particular  defcription  of  the  country  and  river  of  Oronoque,  &c.     He  could  not, 

however,  be  put  to  death  on  account^of  this  cnterprife,  becaufe  he  had  King  James's  corhmif- 

fion 


OF     THE     ORIGIN      OF     COMMERCE.  273 

A.    D. 

16 1 3  fion  for  it ;  but  as  he  had  been  found  guilty  in  the  year  1603,  of  a  pretended  confpiracy  with 
Lord  Grey,  &c.  for  dethroning  King  James,  in  favour  of  that  King's  coufin,  Lady  Arabella 
Stuart,  and  kept  twelve  years  in  the  Tower  of  London,  where  he  wrote  his  celebrated  firft 
part  of  theHiftory  of  the  World,  to  pleafe  the  court  of  Spain,  he  was,  in  the  feventy-feventh 
year  of  his  age,  executed  on  that  old  fentence,  in  this  fame  year  16 18,  to  the  no  fmall  dilre^ 
putation  of  King  James,  and  the  infinite  regret  of  all  good  men. 

In  the  fame  feventecnth  volume,  p.  102,  of  the  Fcedera,  King  James  grants  an  exclufive 
patent  to  John  Gilbert,  **  for  the  folc  making  and  vending  of  an  inftrument  which  he  called  a 
*'  water-plough ;  for  the  taking  up  of  fand,  gravel,  &c.  out  of  the  river  Thames,  and  other 
**  rivers  and  havens  :"  (probably  the  fame  now  ufed  by  the  ballaft-men)  "  and  of  an  engine 
«*  alfo  invented  by  him,  for  the  raifing  of  waters  in  greater  quantity  than  heretofore  known, 
«*  and  to  be  moved  and  driven  either  by  fome  ftream  of  water,  or,  for  want  of  that,  by  ftrcngth 
«  of  horfes." 

In  the  fame  year,  and  in  the  fame  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  117,  we  have  a  proclamation  of 
King  James,  for  rellraining  of  buildings  on  new  foundations  in  London,  or  witliin  two 
miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  that  city  :  alfo  for  reftraining  the  immoderate  confluence  of  peo* 
pic  thither.  Wherein  the  fame  reafons  are  affigned  as  in  the  reftraint  publiftied  in  the  year 
1602,  by  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  which,  in  modern  times,  would  not  be  efteemed  of  fufficient 
weight  to  require  any  fuch  reftraints  in  either  cafe. 

The  King  hereby  alfo  prefcribes  the  manner  of  rebuilding  of  all  houfes  in  London  for  the 
future,  in  refpeft  to  tlie  height  of  the  ftories,  and  tliicknefs  of  the  walls;  the  latter  to  be  either 
of  brick  orftone;  with  the  form  of  the  windows  and  (hops,  &c.  He  alfo  direSs  all  Iheds 
and  other  nuifanccs  to  be  removed.  **  All  which  regulations  fhall  be  made,"  fays  tiie  King, 
<*  upon  pain  of  fuch  cenfure  as  our  high  court  of  ftar-chamber  Iball  inflift." 

In  vol.  xvii.p.  119,  of  the  Fcedera,  King  James  iflued  a  fpecial  commidion  to  his  chan- 
cellor, and  feveral  other  lords  and  gentlemen,  **  for  the  removal  of  nuifances  in  the  grounds 
"  called  Lincoln's- Inn-Fields,  fituated  in  a  place  much  planted  roun^  about  with  the  dwel- 
**  lings  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  quality ;  which  grounds,"  fays  he,  **  if  they  were  re- 
**  duced  into  fair  and  goodly  walks,  would  be  a  matter  of  very  great  ornament  to  the  city,  and 
**  alfo  of  pleafure  and  freflinefs  for  the  health  and  recreation  of  the  inhabitants  tliereabout,  and 

for  the  fight  and  delight  of  ambafladors  and  ftrangers  coming  to  our  court  and  city.     The 

faid  commiffioners  are  therefore  directed  to  lay  out  the  faid  Lincoln*s-Inn-Ficlds  into  regu- 
**  lar  walks,  &c.  in  fuch  form  as,  by  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire,  the  furveyor-general  of  our  works, 
^*  and  one  of  tlie  faid  commiflioners,  fliall  be  drawn  by  way  of  map.  The  expence  thereof  to 
**  be  defrayed  by  colleftions  or  contributions  from  the  moft  fubftantial  inhabitants  of  the  ad- 
*«  jacent  parilhes  of  St.  Martin's,  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  St.  Mary  le  Savoy,  St.  Clement's, 
<«  St.  Andrew's,  St.  Dunftan's,  and  St.  Bride's :  and  a  lift  of  fuch  as  will  not  contribute,  fliall 
*«  belaid  before  us.  A  trcafurer  to  be  eleSed  out  of  the  contributors.  The  mafter  of  the 
*•  rolls  is  hereby  direfted  tocolleft  the  contributions  of  the  two  fcrjeants-inns,  the  four  inns 
^*  of  court,  and  the  eight  inns  of  chancery." 

The  above-mentioned  buildings  near  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields  were  originally  crefled  under 
the  direftion  of  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire,  who  certainly  was  an  honour  to  our  nation,  for  his 
eminent  Ikill  in  architefturc.  Some  of  which  buildings  remain  entire  at  this  time,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  and  alfo  on  the  fouth  fide  of  tlie  adjoining  ftreet  called 
G  rcat  Queen-ftreet. 

Vol.  II.  M  m  In 
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X^i8  In  p.  121,^  of  the  fame  volnmc  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  James's  fpccial  licence  to  Da- 
vid Ramfey  and  Thomas  Wildgoflfe,  *«  for  the  folc  ufc  and  benefit  of  certain  difcoveries  and 
**  inventions. 

I.  For  ploughing  of  land  without  horfes  or  oxen. 

II.  For  improving  of  barren  grounds. 

III.  For  railing  of  water  from  any  low  place  to  the  houfes  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
•*  and  to  cities  and  towns  :  and, 

*•  IV.  To  make  boats,  for  the  carriage  of  burdens  and  paiTengers,  to  run  upon  the  water 
**  as  fwift  in  calms,  and  more  faft  in  ftorms,  then  boats  full  failed  in  great  winds." 

At  this  time  the  fifliery  of  the  United  Netherlands  was  got  to  a  very  great  height ;  for  wliich 
we  have  the  undoubted  authority  of  the  Grand  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  book  entitled,  The 
Intcreft  of  Holland.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  taken  much  pains  to  gain  all  poffible  knowledge 
of  it  for  King  James's  information  ;  and  De  Witt  feems  to  give  credit  to  Raleigh's  account  of 
its  magnitude,  as  appears  by  the  following  paragraph,  viz. 

And  indeed,  if  that  be  true,  which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  affirms,  who  made  diligent  en- 
quiry thereinto,  for  King  James's  information,  viz.  That  the  Hollanders  fi(hed  on  thc^ 
coafts  of  Great  Britain  with  no  fewer  than  three  thoufand  fhips,  and  fifty  thoufand  men; 
**  and  that  they  employed  and  fent  to  fea,  to  tranfport  and  fell  the  fifh  fo  taken,  and  to  make 
returns  thereof,  near  nine  thoufand  fhips  more,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men 
befide,  by  fea  and  land :  and,  if  we  hereunto  add  what  he  faith  further,    viz.  That  every 
twenty  buflcs  do,  one  way  or  other,  maintain  eight  thoufand  people;    and  that  the  Hol- 
landers had,  in  all,  no  fewer  than  twenty  thoufand  fhips  at  fea ;  as  alfo,  that  their  fifhing, 
navigation,  and  traffic  by  fea,  with  its  dependencies,  fince  that  time  to  the  year  1667,  is 
**  increafed  one  third  more  ;  I  fay,  if  that  be  fo,  we  may  then  eafily  conclude,  that  the  fea  is 
•*  a  fpecial  means  of  Holland's  fubfiflence." 

.   In  another  place  De  Witt  aflerts,  *•  That  in  the  province  of  Holland,  the  fifhery  alone  jnain« 
**  tains  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  people." 

With  refpeft  to  the  whale-fifhery  of  the  Hollanders,  Dc  Witt  quotes  Lieven  Van  Aitzma, 
who  fays,  **  That  the  whale-fifhery  to  the  northward  employs  above  twelve  thoufand  men  at 
"  fea  ;"  which  fhews,  that  the  Dutch  had  probably  near  three  hundred  fail  of  fhips  employed 
in  the  whale-fifhery  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  at  a  time  when  England  had  none  at  all  em- 
ployed therein. 

The  colony  of  Virginia  went  on  increafing,  and  had  by  this  lime  planted  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  tobacco  there,  which  now  began  to  be  well  taken  off  at  home.  The  old  way  of  fail- 
ing to  that  colony  by  the  Caribbee  iflcs,  was  flill,  in  this  year  1618,  generally  praftifed.  Sir 
Samuel  Argall,  then  governor,  finding  this  colony  in  a  thriving  way,  began  to  have  his  eye  on 
the  French,  who,  about  the  year  1616,  had  crofTed  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  had  a  fet- 
tlement  in  the  country  then- named  Acadia,  apart  of  that  province  called  Nova  Scotia,  and 
alfo  fomewhat  further  fouthward,  oapart  of  what  is  now  called  New  England.  But  he  drove 
the  French  from  Port  Royal,  fince  named  Annapolis  Royal,  and  alfo  from  another  fmall  fet- 
tlementof  theirs,  and  took  a  fl^ip  riding  before  it:  fome  of  whom  went  home  to  France,  and 
others  of  them  failed  up  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  fettled  in  Canada. 

We  are  here  to  obferve,  that  the  Englifh,  from  the  very  beginning  of  their  fettling  on  the 
continent  of  America,  bad  ever  deenied  Nova  Scotia. to  be  a  part  of  North  Virginia,  juft  in  the 
fame  fcnfe  as  Georgia,  more  lately,  and  before  it  took  that  name,  was  undoubtedly  deemed  a 

part 
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1618  part  of  South  Carolina,  though  not  then  fettled.  For  at  this  time,  all  the  country  north  «f 
Cape  Henry,  before  it  was  planted  and  divided  into  feparate  governments,  was  known  by  the 
fole  name  of  Virginia,  which  being  the  mojther  Englifh  colony  on  that  continent,  and  its  pa- 
tent extending  to  the  northernmoft  parts  of  America,  all  the  country  which  was  then  cultiva- 
ted in  Virginia,  had  the  ap{)ellation  of  North  Virginia. 

On  the  fame  cruife,  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  Sir  Samuel  Argall  diflodged  fome  Dutchmen, 
who,  under  pretence  of  a  purchafe  from  Captain  Hudfon,-  from  whom  that  river  took  its 
name,  had  felted  themfelves  on  Hudfon's  riVer,  in  what  is  now  called  the  province  of  New 
York,  and  which  the  Dutch  had  then  named  New  Netherlands  :  yet  they  again  foon  re-fettled 
and  multiplied  there. 

Whether  the  Indians  of  Virginia  had  received  bad  impreflions  of  our  firft  Englifh  planters, 
fome  of  whom,  through  ralhnefs,  might  have  ufed  violence  towards  them,  is  not,  at  this  dif- 
tance  of  time,  and  through  partial  reprefentations,  Jo  eafily  to  be  determined  :  but  it  is  certain, 
that  the  Indians  deftroyed  many  Englilh  people  in  thofe  times ;  and  that  they,  in  retaliation, 
made  great  havock  of  the  Indians,  who  at  iirft  were  very  numerous  along  that  coaft,  fo  as  to 
have  either  deftroyed  them  all,  or  elfe  driven  fuch  as  remained  of  them  up  into  the  inland 
countries.  Certainly,  whenever  it  can  be  done  with  fafety,  it  is  of  vaft  benefit  to  any  fuch 
plantation  to  live  well  with  the  native  favages,  who  may  be  many  ways  fubfcrvient  to  their  in- 
tereft,  more  efpccially  by  carrying  on  a  very  confiderable  traffic  with  them  for  peltry,  (that  is, 
furs  and  fkins)  in  exchange  for  that  fort  of  woollen  cloth  called  du^e,  guns,  gunpowder, 
]cad-fhot,  hatchets,  knives,  fciflars,  needles,  and  thread,  red  oker,  for  painting  their  bodies,  &c. 
Alfo  by  engaging  their  friendfhip,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  colonie.s  of  other  European 
nations  at  variance  with  them.  We  ought,  however,  on  this  occafion,  to  do  the  managers 
of  the  Virginia  Company  the  juflice  to  obferve,  tliat,  even  fo  early  as  this  fame  year  1618, 
they  had  formed  a  defign  to  ere£t  a  college  for  the  converfion  of  the  Indians  to  Chtiflianity, 
although  it  afterguards  proved  abortive. 

'  The  Dutch  in  Europe  went  on  very  fuccefsfuUy  in  their  captures  at  fca  of  both  Spanifh  and 
Portuguefe  fhipping :  but  of  all  their  expeditions,  fays  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiflory  of 
Europe,  vol.  vi.  chap.  11.  that  of  Admiral  Peter  Hen  was  the  mofl  profitable  to'  them;  he 
having,  in  this  fame  year,  16 18,  maflered  and  taken  the  entire  fleet  of  galleons  homeward- 
bound ;  by  which  flroke  of  good  fortune,  he  carried  home  no  lefs  than  twenty  millions  of 
livres. 

In  this  year,  the  Hollanders  began  to  fortify  the  port  of  Jacatra,  fince  called  Batavia,  in  qrdor 
to  exclude  the  Englifh  from  reforting  to  it.  Thejavans  oppofing  it,  were  afllfled  by  the  Eng- 
lifh from  Bantam  with  cannon  and  fhips,  with  which  they  drove  away  the  Dutch  fhips  of  war;  - 
yet,  in  the  end,  the  Dutch  flood  their  ground,  and  kept  pofTeffion  of  Batavia,  and  alfo  of  their 
fadory  at  Bantam,  after  many  ftruggles  with  the  Englifh  Company's  fhips,  and  much  Slaugh- 
ter between  them,  and  alfo  with  thofe  of  Bantam.  After  which,  this  new  city  of  Batavia  in- 
creafed  very  much  in  people  and  commerce,  its  haven  being  capable  of  containing  one  thou- 
fand  fail  of  fhips  :  it  was  attacked,  but  without  fuccefs,  by  the  King  of  Java,  then  called  Em^ 
peror  of  Materan,  by  fea  and  land,  in  the  year  1630 ;  and  again,  by  the  Bantamefe,  in  1655. 
Hither  they  import  vafl  quantities  .of  European  merchandize  for  the  Javans;,  and  alfo  for  the 
Chinefe,  who  come  tliere  in' their  large  veflels.  It  is  indeed  a  magazine  for  all  the  produc- 
tions of  India,  Japan,  and  the  Spice  iflahds ;  it  is  the  centre  of  all  the  Dutch  commerce ;  and 
its  governor-general  lives  in  the  flate  of  a  fovereign  prince,  his  forces  being  reckoned  about 
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1618  twenty  tboufand,  or  upwards:  and  in  Java,  the  Moluccas,  Ceylon,  and  Malacca,  {bme  bave 
reckoned  half  a  million  of  people  fubjed  to  tlic  Dutch  Company,  who,  in  India,  are  ftrong 
enough  to  expel  all  the  other  European  nations  ;  and  tliey  fend  more  European  merchandize 
to  India  than  perhaps  all  the  re|l  of  Europe  do  together.  The  Dutch  governors  of  fiatavia 
have,  from  time  to  %\mc,  added  many  new  fortifications  and  outworks  to  that  city,  which  is 
about  (ix  miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  about  eighty  thoufand  people.  They  have 
likewife  built  many  forts  and  redoubts,  at  proper  diftances,  for  feveral  miles  round  about,  for 
the  fafety  of  their  plantations,  farms,  and  pleafure-houfes  ;  fo  as  to  be  deemed  long  iince  out 
of  danger  from  any  fuccefsful  attack  from  the  natives,  according  to  NieuhofF's  Voyages, -pub- 
lifhed  in  the  year  1676,  who  then  reckoned  fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  fighting 
men  in  it,  befide  the  Dutch  inhabitants,  and  the  families  of  great  numbers  of  Chinefe,  Ma- 
layans, Amboynefe,  Moors,  and  Javanefc.  They  have  fugar^houfes,  powder-mills,  paper- 
mills,  and  all  other  conveniencies,  without  being  obliged  to  depend  on  the  uncertainty  of  fup- 
plies  from  Europe:  and  their  coffee  is  reckoned  next  to  that  of  Mocha  for  goodnefs.  They 
have  alfo  pepper,  rice,  wax,  benzoin;  alfo  magazines  of  iron,  timber,  and  naval  flores; 
founderies  for  cannon,  docks  for  fhip-building,  ^c. 

The  Englifh  RufBa  Company  were  now  difputing  with  the  Hull  men  tlieir  whale-fiihing  at 
the  ifle  of  Trinity,  lying  in  the  north  fea,  towards  Spitz bergen  ;  the  company  claiming  an 
cxclufive  right  to  that  fifhery ;  yet  the  Hull  fhips  having  firft  difcovercd  that  ifle,  and  very 
early  fifhed  at  and  near  it,  it  was  granted  to  the  corporation  of  Hull  by  King  James,  in  the 
fame  year,   1618,  for  their  whalc-fifhing,  according  to  Camden's  Annals. 

Although  the  Englifh,  as  we  have  feen,  had,  fo  early  as  the  year  1536,  reforted  for  com-^ 
merce  to  Guinea,  or  the  weflern  coafl  of  Africa,  yet,  by  reafon  of  certain  lofiles  and  difap- 
pointments  they  had  met  with  in  that  traffic,  they  became  negligem  thereof,  and  even  feem 
to  have  difcontinued  it  entirely,  until  this  year  1618 ;  when  King  James  I.*  granted  an  exclu- 
five  charter  to  Sir  Robert  Rich,  and  other  Londoners,  for  laifing  a  joint  flock  for  a  trade  to 
Guinea.  N  everthelefs,  as  feparate  traders  would  not  forbear  reforting  to  that  «oafly  fuch  dif- 
putes  arofe  between  this  country  and  them,  as  foon  ended  in  the  diflblation  of  the  company, 
whofe  proprietors  withdrew  their  fhares. 

The  foregoing  circumflance  occafioned  that  trade  to  lie  negle£ted  during  the  refl  of  this 
King's  reign,  and  alfo  fome  of  that  of  his  Ion,  whilft  the  Hollanders  perfifled  in  improving 
their  own  trade  on  this  coafl.  That  fhort-lived  company  had  foon  fpent  the  greateft  part  of 
their  capital ;  the  gold  and  drug  trade  alone  not  being  fufficient  to  fupport  fadories  and  forts 
there  ;  there  havrng  as  yet  been  fcarcely  any  trade  for  negro  flaves  for  our  own  American  plan- 
tations exifling. 

1619  The  Englifh  Ruffia  and  Eafl  India  Companies,  having,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  uni- 
ted in  the  carrying  on  the  whale-fifhing  to  Spitzbergen,  now  fent  out  thither  nine  fhips 
and  two  pinnaces ;  but  this  proving  an  unfortunate  voyage,  thofe  two  companies,  who  had 
now  carried  on  this  fifhery  jointly  for  two  years  unfuccefsfully,  agreed  to  adventure  no  more. 

The  Englifh  filver  coins  being  much  melted  down  and  exported  at  this  time,  for  remedy, 
in  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  133,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  find  the  following  proclamation  by 
King  James  I.  viz. 

I.  "  Prohibiting  the  exchange  of  filver  coins  into  gold  ones,  for  any  manner  of  profit,  or 
above  the  rates  for  which  the  fame  coins  are  current  in  the  realm*'' 

In 
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9619  In  this  proclamation  he  mentions  a  former  one;  which  we  have  not  met  with,  of  the  tenth 
year  of  his  reign,  **  for  the  better  flaying  of  treafure  within  this  realm,  and  for  the  procuring 
**  and  inviting  the  fame  to  be  brought  into  the  kingdom,  and  to  his  mint."  In  which  pro- 
clamation he  fet  the  prices  of  foreign  gold  and  filver  in  their  feveral  fperies.  **  Whereas,'^ 
fays  this  laA  proclamation,  **  the  drawing  of  monies  into  the  goldfmiths  hands,  by  turning 
•*  filver  into  gold  upon  profit  of  exchange,  doth  make  it  (the  filverj  tlie  more  ready  to  be  in- 
*'  grofled  into  the  merchants  hands,  for  tranfportation  to  mints  abroad,  and  that  fuch  profit 
*'  to  be  taken  upon  change  of  monies  is  prohibited  by  law ;  the  King  ftri&ly  commands,  that 
**  no  goldfmith  nor  any  other  perfon  fhall  melt  down,  or  make  into  any  kind  of  veflcl  or 
«*  plate,  or  other  manufafture,  any  of  his  coins  current  in  thefe  realms  ;  but  fhall  only  make 
"  the  fame  out  of  old  plate,  foreign  bullion,  or  foreign  coin,  or  of  filver  burnt  out  of  lace^ 
**  and  the  like. 

II.  **  And,  the  better  to  prevent  the  unneceflary  and  exceflive  vent  of  gold  and  filver  foliate,. 
I.  e.  leaf,  **  within  this  realm,  none  fuch  ihall  henceforth  be  wrought  or  ufed  in  any  build- 
*•  ing,  cieling,  wainfcot,  bedfteads,  chairs,  ftools,  cloaths,  or  any  other  ornament  whatfo- 
**  ever;  except  it  be  armour  or  weapons,  or  in  arms  or  enfigns  of  honour  at  funerals,  or 
•*  monuments  of  the  dead." 

This  has  been  often  remarked  to  be  peculiarly  a  reign  of  proclamations. 

In  p.  134*  ^c.  of  the  fcventcenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  in  this  fame  year  two 
againft  eating  flcfh  in  Lent,  or  on  other  faft  days.  "  None  to  prefume  to  difobey  this  order 
*'  without  a  licence  from  the  Bifhop  of  the  diocefe;  which  licences,"  fays  the  King,  '*  fliould 
<*  be  fparingly  granted." — His  reafons  are,  **  The  benefit  of  this  abftinence,  for  the  increafc 
"  of  flefli  meat  all  the  reft  of  the  year,  and  that  the  contrary  praftice  is  againft  law." 

And  ibid.  p.  140,  we  have,  the  fame  year,  a  proclamation,  **  for  the  builders  of  new 
**  houfes  in  London,  to  make  thoir  walls  of  brick,  as  in  a  former  proclamation." 

King  James  I.  has  generally  been  cenfured  for  the  great  number  of  his  grants,  donatives^, 
and  penfions  to  his  favourites ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  rendered  himfelf  ahnoft  always 
neccflitous.     One  of  the  moft  confiderable  for  that  age  was  his  grant  of  a  pcnfion  of  two  thou- 
fand  five  hmidred  pounds  per  annum,  for  thirty-one  years  to  come,  to  James  Marquis  of  Ha?* 
milton  and  Earl  of  Cambridge. — Seethe  Foedera,  vol,  xvii.  p,  168. 

Ibid.  Foedera,  vol.  xvii.  p.  170,  we  fee  King  James's  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  pacification 
between  the  two  rival  Eaft  India  Companies  of  England  and  Holland,  after  very  mahy^  great 
and  Iharp  controverfies  between  them,  both  in  relation  to  the  Eaft  India  and  Greenland  trades, 
compofcd  by  his  Majefty's  interpofition :  who  thereupon  (fays  Camden's  Annals)  knighted 
the  Dutch  deputies  or  commifiioners.     It  is  in  fubftance  : 

**  After  fundry  fruitlefs  conferences  at  London  and  at  the  Hague,  in  the  years  1613  and 
«*  1615,  for  accommodating  thofe  differences,  the  King  and  the  States,  defiring  to  cement 
**  more  and  more  the  bands  of  friendfhip  between  the  two  nations,  were  earncft  to  refume  the 
**  faid  affair  in  a  third  congrefs,  to  be  held  by  conimiffioners  from  the  King  and  the  States  in 
**  the  prefence  of  certain  deputies  from  each  company :  and,  after  long  debates,  they  have  at 
**  length  come  to  the  following  conclufions  ;  viz. 

I.  "  There  (hall  be,  from  the  date  hereof,  an  amnefty  and  oblivion  of  all  offences  and  ex- 

ceflTes  committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies  by  either  party  ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  the  pri- 

foners,  Ihips,  and  merchandize,  of  both  parties  Ihall  be  freely  delivered  up  and  reftored." 

3  II.  "  AH 
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1619  II.  *^  AH  the  officers  and  fervants  of  both  companies  (hall  afFord  all  poflible  aid  and  friend^* 
ihip  to  each  other,  as  between  friends  and  neighbours  fo  nearly  allied ;  and  if  any  of  either 
party  (hall  happen  to  be  in  diftrefs  at  fea,  the  people  of  the  other  party  fhall  afford  them  all 
poflible  fuccour. 

III.  ^*  Commerce  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ihall  be  abfolutely  free  for  both  companies  ;  who  may 
**  trade  with  and  employ,  on  their  refpedive  feparate  accounts,  fuch  fund  and  capital  as  they 
"  fhall  judge  proper. 

IV.  *^  For  the  common  benefit  of  commerce  in  India,  both  companies  fhall  endeavour  to 
**  bring  about  the  reduftion  of  the  duties  there,  as  well  as  of  gifts  and  prefents. 

V.  *'  The  like  endeavours  fhall  be  ufed  by  both  companies  in  India  to  reduce  the  prices  of 
**  merchandize  there.  And  as  to  the  fale  of  India  commodities  in  the  countries  of  both  the 
**  contraAing  parties,  a  certain  price  fhall  be  mutually  agreed  on,  below  which,  neither  com* 

pany  fhall  fell  the  fame. 

VI.  "  For  the  preventing  of  all  jealoufies  between  the  two  companies,  the  commifEoners 
of  both  companies  fhall  fix  a  certain  moderate  price  for  the  purchafe  of  pepper  at  Bantam, 

"  and  other 'places  in  Java  Major;  which  fhall  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  com* 
**  panies. 

VII.  **  The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  fhall  freely  enjoy  the  traffic  at  Palicate ;  and  bear 
•*  half  the  expence  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  there. 

VIII.  "  In  the  Molucca  Ifles,  Banda,  and  Amboyna,  commerce  fhall  be  fo  regulated  by 
common  confent,  that  the  Englifh  company  fhall  enjoy  the  third  part  of  it,  both  for  im- 
port and  export ;  and  the  Dutch  company  the  other  tw^o-ihirds  thereof. 

IX.  *'  And  for  this  purpofe  the  commiffioners  of  both  companies  fhall  buy  the  merchan* 
dize  at  the  current  prices  there,  and  fhall  divide  them  by  lot,  in  due  proportion,  between 
both  companies. 

X.  *'  And  as  fo  remote  a  commerce,  and  of  fuch  importance,  cannot  be  protefted  without 
a  ftrong  pdwer,  twenty  fhips  of  war  fhall  be  fornifhed  for  that  end;  each  company  ten 
ihips,  and  each  fhip  from  fix  hundred  to  eight  hundred  tons  burden,  manned  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  and  furnilhed  with  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  each,  b'efides  other 

"  needful  ammunition ;  which  cannon  fhall  carry  bullets  of  ten  to  eighteen  pounds  weight. 
I5*  This  is  the  firft  inflance  found  in  the  Foefdera  of  fpccifying  the  number  and  fize  of  the 
cannon,  and  the  weight  of  their  bullets,  jointly  with  the  tonnage,  which,  in  modern  times, 
is  termed  the  rate  of  a  fhip  of  war. 

XI.  "  Alfo  the  council  of  defence  fhall  confider  of  the  number  of  gallies,  frigates,  and  other 
"  IcfTer  neceflary  vefTcls. 

XII.  **  The  forts  and  garrifons  in  the  Moluccas,  Banda,  and  Amboyna,  fhall  be  main- 
*•  tained  by  the  impofitions  on  the  produfts  of  the  faid  ifles,  to  be  fettled  by  the  faid  common 
"  council  of  <lefence. 

XIII.  "  For  the  better  eftablifhing  and  preferving  of  order,  there  fhall  be  erefted  a  Coun- 
"  cil  of  Defence,  of  each  company  four  perfons ;  being  the  principal  officers  of  each  com- 
pany :  who  fhall  prefide  in  their  turns. 

XIV.  «*  Which  Council  of  Defence  Ihall  direft  all  matters  relating  to  the  common  defence 
at  fea ;  and  fhall  ftation  the  fhips  of  war  as  thev  fhall  judge  neceflary. 

XV.  "  The  faid  Council  of  Defence  fhall  fettle  the  impofitions  needful  for  the  maintenance 

**  of  the  forts  and  garrifons. 

XVI-  "  The 
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>6i9      XVI.  **  The  (hips  of  war  fhall  remain  in  the  places  where  ftationed,  and  (hall  not  be  em-  . 
**  ployed  in  bringing  goods  to  Europe. 

XVII.  "  Yet,  if  the  Council  of  Defence  fliall  permit  it,  the  faid  fhipsof  war  may  be  em- 
ployed fometimes  from  one  place  to  another  in  India,  for  the  conveying  of  merchandize  be- 
longing to  their  refpeftive  companies. 

XVIII,  '*'The  Council  of  Defence  may  alfo,  in  emergencies,  employ  the  merchant  fhips 
**  for  defence. 

XIX-.  XX.  **  The  lofs  and  expcnce,  as  well  as  the  profit  by  captures,  &c.  fhall  be  equally 
**  borne  and  divided,  between  both  companies. 

XXI.  XXII.  **  But  fhips  of  war,  which  may  be  lofl  by  tempeft,  &c.  fhall  be  made  good 
•*  by  the  company  they  belong  to. 
w  XXIII.  "  The  forts  fhall  remain  in  the  pofTefTion  piF  tliat  company  in  whofe  hands  they 

**  now  are. 

XXIV.  XXV.  **  As  for  the  forts  in  the  Moluccas,  or  elfewhere  in  India,  acquired  by  the 
**  joint  forces  of  both  companies,  they  fhall  be  equally  poflefled  and  garrifoned  by  both  com- 
•*  panics  ;  as  the  Council  of  Defence  fhall  direft. 

XXVI.  "  The  two  companies  fhall  jointly  endeavour  to  open  a  free  trade  to  Chiha,  or 
**  elfewhere ;  as  the  Council  of  Defence  fhall  direft. 

r 

XXVII.  **  Neither  company  fhall  henceforth  pretend  to  exclude  the  other  from  any  part 
**  of  the  Indies ;  whether  it  fhall  be  by  fortifications,  or  by  contrafts  hereafter  to  be  made. 

V  "  But  all  the  commerce  fhall  be  free  and  common  to  both  companies  in  every  part  of  the 

^  **  Indies. 

I  XXVm.  •♦  None  other,  not  free  of  either  company,  fhall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  com- 

merce.    And  if  any  fubjeft  of  the  King,  or  of  the  States,  fhall  hereafter  invade  the  privi- 
leges of  either  company,  in  that  cafe  both  companies  fhall  jointly  and  feparately  endeavour 
to  oppcvfe  all  invaders  of  this  trade,-  and  all  other  companies  that  may  hereafter  be  fet  up 
**  during  tlie  term  of  this  treaty,  which  fhall  be  for  twenty  years, 

XXIX.  *'  Perfons  dying  in  any  faftory  in  India,  where  their  adminlflrators  are  not  pre- 
**  fent,  the  officers  of  either  company  Ihall  take  due  care  of  the  efFefts  of  the  defunft,  for  the 
^  **  admin iflrators  benefit. 

Finally,  "The  King  ratifies  this  treaty  ;  and  pronufcfs,  not  to  ereft  any  other  India  Com-  - 
1  *     «^  pany  during  the  faid  term  of  twenty  years  above-named." 

Never,  furely,  was  there  a  more  formal  and  plaufible  pacification,  and  even  in  a  great  mea- 
fare  an  union,  between  two  commercial  bodies  than  this  faiiious  treaty.  And  yet  it  feems  to 
have  been  no  fooncr  ratified  than  determined  to  be  infringed  in  the  mofl  plain  and  eflential 
parts  of  it. 

Our  hiflorians  are  unanimous  in  throwing  the  blame  on  the  Dutch  Company,  more  efpe- 

cially  in  the  barbarous  affair  at  Amboyna,  &c.     And,  on  the  contrary,  the  Dutch  endeavour 

to  clear  themfelves,  and  to  throw  the  blame  on  our  Company's  managers  in  India,     But  as,  at 

^  this  diflance  of  time,  it  is  of  little  importance  to  fearch  minutely  into  the  bottom  of  thofe 

altercations ;  it  is  much  m^re  to  our  purpofe  here  to  make  the  following  remark  : 

That  could  the  faid  two  companies  have  been  fo  wife,  as  to  have  lived  in  perfeft  harmony 
together,  they  might,  probably,  have  now  remained  fole  maflers  of  the  entire  commerce  of 
Arabia,  Perfia,  India,  and  China;  fo  as  to  have  had  it  cfFeftually  in  their  power  to  have  ex-  ' 
pelled  not  only  the  Portuguofe,  but  every  other  European  nation,  from  trading  td  tliofe-coun- 

t  tries ; 
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1619  tries ;  (how  juftly  that  could  have  been  done,  we  do  not  pretend  to  fay)  as  plainly  appears  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  before-mentioned  articles  ;  the  breach  whereof  was  faid  to  have  been 
made  by  the  officers  of  both  companies  in  India,  not  only  before  their  principals  in  Europe 
could  be  apprized  of  it,  but  it  was  much  longer  before  they  perfeftly  knew  the  real  grounds  of 
their  mutual  retaliations  in  India ;  unlefs  we  fhould  fuppofe,  as  fome  have  alleged,  that  this 
whole  treaty  was  never  intended  to  be  kept  by  the  Dutch  Com.pany  any  further  than  fhould 
fuit  their  prefent  intereft :  all  which  allegations  are  to  be  read  with  proper  caution. 

To  thefe  articles  we  (hall  add  what  we  £nd  in  the  fecond  edition  of  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  General  Colledlion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  p.  189,  printed  in  the  year 
1732;  viz- 

To  the  fifth  article  both  companies  fubjoined  an  agreement,  **  that  each  company  (hou Id 
*'  have  two  refidents  in  each  others  country,  reciprocally,  to  be  prefent  at  the  deliberations  of 
**  each  company,  and  for  giving  and  receiving  advice  and  information  about  the  affairs  relat- 
**  ing  to  the  maintenance  of  this  treaty." 

And  upon  the  twenty-eighth  article,  **  the  companies  of  both  nations  agreed  to  obtain  of 
**  their  refpcdlive  fovercigns,  that  none  of  their  fubje£ts  fhould  hereafter  fail  to  India  in  the 
**  ferv ice  of  any  other  nation."     Ibid,  p.  202. 

In  p.  178,  of  the  faid'feventeenth  -volume  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  King  James's  appoint- 

:nient  of  Sir  John  Eyre,  to  be  his  minifter  at  the  court  of  the  Grand  Signior  Sultan  Ofmin  Han, 

at  Conftantinople,  **  for  the  fettling  of  friendfhip  and  commerce  between  England  and  Tur- 

*•  key:  and  tlie  King  gives  this  Minifter  power  to  appoint  confuls  in  the  proper  places  there." 

In  a  record,  ibid,  p,  i8i,  King  James  confirms  "  a  grant,  formerly  made,  to  Charles  his 
only  fon.  Prince  of  Wales,  of  twenty  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven  pounds  five 
.fhillings  and  feven-pence  yearly,  for  his  honourable  fupport ;  over  and  above  the  lands,  pof- 
fefiions,  liberties,  and  other  revenues,  granted  him  by  feveral  letters  patents." 

"  About  this  time,"  according  to  the  ingenious  autlior  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England, 
publifhed  in  the  year  1683,  part.  iii.  p.  93,  **  tapeftry  work  was  firft  brought  into  England, 
**  by  Sir  Francis  Crane;  for  the  encouragement  whereof  King  James  gave  two  thoufand 
*'  pounds  for  the  building  of  a  houfe  at  Mortlakc,  on  the  Thames ;  where  one  Francis  Clein 
*«  was  the  firft  defigncr." 

The  author  of  tlie  Happy  future  State  of  England,  publifhed  in  folio,  in  the  year  1689, 
p.  78,  gives  us  the  whole  coinage  of  both  gold  and  filver,  in  the  Mint  at  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, between  the  years  1599  and  ^619;  viz.  four  millions  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence. 

The  voyagers  tell  us,  that  in  this  year  the  Englilh  from  Japan,  attempted  to  fettle  a  trade 
with  China  and  Cochin  China,  though  unfuccefsfuUy.  At  the  laft-named  country  both  the 
Englifh  and  Dutch  faftors  were  malTacred  ;  becaufe,  as  was  given  out,  the  Dutch  had,  a  little 
tefore,  burned  one  of  their  towns.  Letters  alfo  from  the  Englifh  faftory  at  Firando,  in 
Japan,  gave  accounts  of  a  great  perfecution  of  Chriftians  in  that  country  :  and  they  alfo  com* 
■plained  of  the  cruel  treatment  by  the  Dutch  to  the  Englifh  there,  whom  they  would  have  to- 
xsMy  deftroyed,  but  for  the  interpofition  of  the  Japanefe. 

We  hav<5  already  feen,  that  the  French  had  found  the  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  fo  early  as  in 
the  year  1601,  under  the  direSion  of  a  company  of  merchants  of  the  town  of  St.  Malo's.  In 
Thevenot's  CoUcftion  of  Voyages  we  find  they  had  now  fent  out  three  fhips  thither :  and  at 
Acheen,  in  the  ifle  of  Sumatra,  their  Admiral  Beaulieu  delivered  to  the  King  of  that  place 
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i6ig  the  French  King's  letters  and  prcfcnts.  Beaulieu  complained  of  obftruftions  from  t2ic  Eng* 
lilh,  but  more  efpecially  from  the  Dutch,  that  obftruftion  being  quite  confident  with  the  be- 
fore recited  treaty  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,   feems  to  have  made  but  an  indifferent  voyage. 

•In  this  fame  year  the  voyage  writers  tell  us,  that  the  Dutch  poflefled  the  principal  ports  of 
trade  in  the  great  ifle  of  Borneo  :  its  chief  produflions  being,  the  beft  campbire  in  the  world, 
frankincenfe,  caflia,  mufk,  agaric,  aloes,  various  gums,  wax,  maftic,  cotton,  cinnamon,  pepper, 
honey,  diamonds,  gold  duft,  Bezoar  ftones,  loadftones,  iron,  tin,  Brafil  wood,  &c. 

Captain  Moncke,  by  order  of  the  court  of  Denmark,  now  wintered  in  the  country  ufually 
called  Old  Greenland,  near  Hudfon's  Bay :  but,  out  of  fixty-four  men,  only  himfelf  and  two 
more  furvived  to  the  next  fummer :  and  they,  with  the  utmoft  difHculty,  brought  home  their 
fhip  to  Denmark.  Yet  in  that  country  of  Greenland,  properly  fo  called,  he  found  frelh  raf- 
bcrries  under  the  fnow,  many  trees,  falmon  in  the  rivers,  deer,  hares,  wild  fowl,  &c.  and 
very  good  talc,  of  which  he  brought  home  .many  tons  :  but  the  natives  all  the  while  would 
not  come  near  him.  This  was  an  elTay  of  the  court  of  Denmark  to  try  to  re-people  or  re-co- 
lonize that  country  of  Greenland,  which  had  anciently  been  planted  from  Norway;  but  that 
plantation  had  been  unaccounubly  loft,  as  we  have  fecn,  under  the  year  1348.  Since  this 
time,  and  in  our  own  days,  the  Danes  are  faid  to  have  re-colonized  fomc  fmall  part  of  that 
coaft,  though  to  V€ry  little  purpofc. 

We  fliall  conclude  the  tranfaftions  of  this  year  with  juft  obferving,  that  the  Levantine 
Turks,  as  well  as  the  Barbary  ones,  were  at  tliis  time  -ftrong  in  (hipping :  for  the  former  now 
fcized  on  Manfredonia  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  and  the  Algerines  maftered  the  ifle  of  Ivica, 
belonging  to  Spain  :  but  neither  of  thefe  were  they  able  to  maintain  for  any  confiderable  time. 
1620  At  this  period,  the  voyages  by  fea  to  the  Eaft  Indies  had  fo  greatly  lowered  the  prices  of 
Indian  merchandize,  that  the  trade  between  India  and  Turkey,  by  the  old  way,  viz.  both  by 
the  Perfian  Gulph  and  up  the  river  Tigris,  and  alfo  by  the  Red  Sea,  was  become  much  de- 
cayed ;  fo  that  the  Grand  Seignior's  cuftoms  were  very  much  leilened. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Munn  publiflied,  in  the  year  162 1,  a  trcatifc  in  favour  of  the  Eaft  India 
trade  ;  wherein  he  gives  us  the  quantity  of  Indian  merchandize  confumed  annually  in  Chrif- 
tcndom,  with  their  prime  coft,  and  all  charges  till  on  board,  both  the  old  way  from  Aleppo, 
and  the  new  way  by  long  fea ;  by  which  relation,  he  thinks,  will  be  feen  the  great  beneUt  of 
our  own  Eaft  India  commerce,  viz.  ^.        j.    d. 

6,000,000  lb.  pepper,     at  Aleppo     2S.  od.  per  lb.  -  600,000    o    o 

450,000  lb.  cloves,      at  Aleppo     4s.  gd.  per  lb.  -  106,875*    ^    ^ 

150,000  lb.  mace,        at  Aleppo     4s*  9d.  per  lb.  -  35>^25     o    o 

400,000  lb.  nutmegs,  at  Aleppo     2S.  4d.  per  lb.  «•  46,666  13     4 

350,000  lb.  indigo,     at  Aleppo     4s.  4d.  per  lb.  <-  75*833     6     8 

1,000,000  lb.  rawfilk,  at  Aleppo  12s.  od,  per  lb.  •  600,000    o    o 


»6,00O,oco  lb.  pepper,  at  India 

450,000  lb.  cloves,  at  India 

150,000  lb.  mace,  at  India 

400,000  lb.  nutmegs,  at  India 

350,000  lb.  indigo,  at  India 

'a  9000,000  lb.  raw  filk,  at  India 

Vol.  II.  N  n  Money,  SHAS"^    6    8 


Money 

1,465,000    0 

0 

OS.  aid.  per  lb. 

62,500    0 

0 

OS.  9d.  per  lb. 

- 

16,875    0 

0 

OS.  8d.  per  lb. 

• 

5,00a    0 

0 

OS.  4d.  per  lb. 

- 

6,666  13 

4 

IS.  2d.  per  lb. 

- 

20,416  13 

4 

8s.  od.  per  lb. 

- 

400,000    0 

0 
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1620  "  Thus,"  continues  Mr,  Munn,  "  for  a  little  above  a  third  part  of  the  price  of  the  ware& 
"  ihipped  from  Turkey,  we  have  them  (hipped  from  India ;  and,  adding  one  fixth  part  more, 
•*  for  the  expence  of  the  India  voyage  homeward,  beyond  that  of  the  Turkey  one,  the  faid 
•*  wares  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  will  coft  us  but  about  half  the  price  which  they  will  coft 
**  from  Turkey :  befides,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Eaft  India  coft  is  paid  to  our  own  people, 
<*  and  centers  at  home ;  as  the  freight,  infurance,  fupercargoes  wages,  much  of  the  provi- 
•*  fions,  &c." 

Now,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  nearly  the  fame  proportion  holds  in  our  days,  it  will  then  fol-- 
low,  upon  Mr.  Munn's  plan,  that  a  more  confiderable  national  benefit  will  arife  from  our 
modern  Eaft  India  trade,  the  imports  whereof  are  now  fo  greatly  increafed ;  more  efpecially  u\ 
the  article  of  Bengal  and  China  rawfilk.  Moreover,  it  is  queftionable,  whether,  if  the  trade 
were  turned  into  the  old  channel  again,  the  Turks  could  take  off  much  more  of  our  produce 
and  manufa£lures  than  they  do  at  prefent :  fo  that  moft  of  the  balance  muft,  in  that  cafe,  be 
paid  to  Turkey  in  ready  money  by  all  Chriftendom. 

.  An  objeftion,  however,  may  be  ftarted  on  the  other  fide,  viz.  whether  the  balance  would 
be  fo  confiderable  as  that  which  we,  in  particular,  and  the  reft  of  Europe,  fend  yearly  in  filver 
to  India,  more  efpecially  fince  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  tea  from  China,  then 
unknown  to  Europe.  Mr.  Munn  fays,  "  that,  in  his  time,  the  Turks  fcnt  annually  from  Alep* 
**  po  and  Conftantinople  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  in  money,  merely  for  Per« 
**  fian  raw  filk ;  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  from  Mocha,  for  callicoes,  drug?,  fugar^ 
**  rice,  &c.  the  Indians  taking  very  little  of  the  Turks  in  merchandize,  but  almoft  the  whole 
*•  in  money. — That  the  Venetians,  Florentines,  and  Marfeillians  export  much  bullion;  but 
*<  it  is  in  order  to  import  much  more :  and  this,  he  thinks  to  be  the  cafe  of  our  Engliih  Eaft 
**  India  Company  ;  which,  however,  had  only  exported  from  its  firft  eftablifhment,  in  the 
*♦  year  1601,  to  July  1620,  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  and  ninety  pounds  in  Spa- 
**  nifli  filver;  wliereas  they  might  by  licence  within  that  time  have  exported  fcven  hundred 
**  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  And,  in  the  faid  nineteen  years,  they  have  exported,  in 
*<  woollen  cloths,  tin,  lead,  and  other  Englifii  and  foreign  wares,  to  the  value  of  two  hun- 
**  dred  and  ninety-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds,  being  on  an  average 
fifteen  thoufand  tliree  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  per  annum.  Upon  the  whole,  our 
author  thinks  the  trade  to  India  ought  to  be  confidered  as  exporting  annually  in  goods,  &c. 
^'  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  aivd  importing  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
<<  thoufand  pounds,  whereby  there  is  an  annual  balance  in  our  favour  of  three  hundred  and 
**  fixty  thoufand  pound«,  which  is  either  received  in  money,  or  its  equivalent,  from  Turkey, 
**  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Marfeilles,  the  Netherlands,  &c.  whither  we  fend  our  Indian  wares. 
**  He  fays,  the  French  and  Venetians  export  annually  lo  Turkey  fix  hundred  thoufand 
*^  pounds  in  bullion,  for  the  purchafe  of  Pcrfian  raw  filk,  &c.  which  they  afterwards  in  part 
••  manufaSure  and  export,  and  partly  re-export  raw  to  all  parts  of  Europe ;  from  whence  they 
*<  bring  home  much  more  bullion  than  they  before  exported  to  Turkey;  which  is  alfo  a  pa- 
*'  rallel  cafe  to  that  of  our  company's  exporting  of  bullion  to  India.  That,  in  the  company's 
•*  late  quarrels  with  the  Dutch,  twelve  of  our  fliips  were  furprifed  and  taken  by  them,  which 
**  has  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  company ;  yet  they  had  ftill  twenty-one  good  fhips  in  India,. 
••  and  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  good  eftate;  this  trade  employing  ten  thoufand  tons 
*«  of  fhipping,  two  thoufand  five  hundred  mariners,  five  hundred  &ip  carpenters,  and  about 
**  one  hundred  and  twenty  factors.    That,  with  regard  to  the  prefent  complaiats  of  the  fcar-^ 
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4620  **  city  of  money  amongft  us,  our  laying  afide  the  Eaft  India  trade,  inftead  of  a  remedy,  would 
**  make  the  matter  ftiU  worfe,  unlefs  we  could  likewife  fupprefs  the  commerce  of  all  the  other 
^^  nations  of  Europe  to  India ;  and  efpecially  that  of  the  Dutch,  to  whom,  in  fuch  cafe,  we 
^^  Ihould  be  obliged  to  pay  fuch  prices  as  they  fliould  pleafe  to  impofc,  for  tlieir  Indian 
*'  wares." 

As  Mr.  Munn  was  an  eminent  merchant,  and  feems  perfeftly  matter  of  his  fubje£^,  wc 
thought  fuch  a  brief  view  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  at  that  time,  would  be  curious  and  ac« 
ceptable. 

In  all  the  accounts  hitherto  publilhed  of  our  Eaft  India  commerce,  there  is  no  mention  of 
cinnamon  ;  becaufe  the  Portuguefe  being  ftill  poffefled  of  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  where  alone  the 
beft  is  produced,  that  fpice  was  to  be  had  only  from  Lifbon. 

King  James,  in  fome  of  his  fpeeches,  and  the  people  of  England  in  general,  duly  confider- 
ing  the  great  advantages  reaped  by  other  European  nations  from  their  iilk  manufactures,  about 
this  time,  tcftified  much  earneftnefs  for  the  propagation  of  filk  worms,  and  of  white  mulberry 
trees,  for  feeding  the  filk  worms :  which,  however,  has  hitherto  been  found  impra£ticable, 
by  reafon  of  the  coldnefs  of  our  climate.  But  with  refpeft  to  the  manufacturing  of  raw  (ilk 
into  broad  filk  fabricks,  they  began,  in  the  latter  part  of  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  to  fet 
about  it  in  earneft.  For  which  end,  one  Mr.  Burlamach,  a  merchant,  much  employed  in 
thafe  times  by  that  Prince,  by  his  direction,  brought  from  abroad  filk  throwfters,  filk  dyers, 
and  broad  weavers  :  which  manufacture  has,  in  procefs  of  time,  proved  fo  extremely  advan- 
tageous to  the  nation,  and  is  fo  very  confiderable  in  our  days,  as  to  be  thought  to  employ  no 
fewer  than  at  leaft  fifty  thoufand  people,  in  all  its  branches,  and  fome  think  half  as  many 
more.  Mr.  Munn,  in  his  faid  treatife,  fays.  That  even  then,  many  hundreds  of  people  were 
.continually  employed  in  winding,  twifting,  and  weaving  of  filk  in  London.  The  anonymous 
author  of  ail  ingenious  pamphlet,  in  quarto,  publilhed  in  168 1,  (faid  to  have  been  Sir  Jofiah 
Child)  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  throughout  Chriftendom,  generally  fpeaking,  there  are 
**  more  men  and  women  employed  in  filk  manufactures  tlian  in  woollen."  In  which  wc 
muft  beg  leave  to  differ  from  him  ;  as  alfo  in  another  aflcrtion  in  that  piece,  viz.  **  That  the 

number  of  families  already,'*  i.  e.  1681,  **  employed  therein  in  England  amounted  to  above 

forty  thoufand."     The  title  of  the  pamplilejt  is,  *'  A  Treatife  wlierein  is  demonftrated,  that 
••  the  Eaft  India  Trade  is  the  moft  national  of  all  Trades."     Neverthelefs,  there  are  abun- 
.dance  of  very  juft  reflexions  in  this  commercial  production. 

In  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  190,  of  the  Foedera,  we  iind  King  James's  commiffion  to 
certain  phyficians,  merchants,  grocers,  and  apothecaries,  "  to  direCt  the  garbling  of  the  drug 
**  called  tobacco,  and  to.  feparate  the  good  from  the  unwholfome  parts  thereof."  The  King 
in  this  commiilion  complains,  that  the  high  duty  he  had  laid  on  tobacco  was  not  well  paid  : 
wherefore  it  fhould  feem,  that. this  commiffion  was  intended  for  the  better  afccrtainii>g  tliat 
duty. 

In  this  fame  year  and  volume,  p.  215,  King  James  ifiued  his  proclamation,  importing, 
*•  That  whereas  Roger  North,  Efq;  and  others,  adventurers  for  an  intended  plantation  and 

fettlement  of  a  trade  and  commerce  in  thofe  parts  of  the  continent  of  America  near  and 

about  the  river  of  Amazons  ;  which  were  prefuppofed  not  to  be  under  the  obedience  and 
'*  government  of  any  other  Prince  or  State;  hath  fecretly  conveyed  himfclf  away,  and  dif- 
^*  loyally  precipitated  and  embarked  himfelf  and  followers  on  this  defign ;  contrary  to  our 
'^*  joyal  pleafurc  and^commandment  exprefsly  fignificd  to  him  by  one  of  our  principal  fecrcta- 
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1620  "  ries ;  our  admiral  of  England  having  alfo  refufed  him  leave  to  go.  We  then,  out  of 
"  weighty  confiderations  and  reafons  of  ftate,  and  upon  the  deliberate  advice  of  our  Privy- 
**  council,  have  refolved  to  fufpend  and  reftrain  the  faid  plantation  and  voyage  for  a  time;  and 
•*  hiving  thereupon  ftreightly  commanded  the  faid  North  and  affociatcs,  for  a  while,  to  fur- 
**  ceafe  their  faid  defign,  till  our  further  pleafure  be  known.  We  have  therefore  held  it  fit 
**  hereby  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  our  miflike  and  difavowmcnt  of  this  their  rafli,  un« 
dutiful,  and  infolent  attempt :  and  do  hereby  revoke  and  difannul  all  power,  authority,  and 
commiillon,  which  he  the  faid  Roger  North,  &c.  may  pretend  to  derive  from  or  under  us. 
And  we  do  hereby  charge  him  and  them  immediately  to  make  their  fpcedy  return  home, 
**  with  all  their  fliipping,  &c.  and  forthwith  to  prcfent  therafelves  to  feme  of  our  Privy- 
council.  And  we  do  hereby  ftriftly  require,  as  well  the  governors  as  all  other  the  partners 
and  adventurers  interefted  as  members  of  the  company  and  incorporation  intended  for  that 
plantation;  as  all  other  merchants,  captains,  mariners,  &c.  not  to  aid,  abet,  or  comfort 
him  the  faid  North,  and  his  aflbciates,  with  any  (hipping,  men,  money,  ammunition,  pro- 
vifions,  &c.  And  pur  admirals,  captains,  &c.  of  any  of  our  fubjefts  fliips,  if  they  meet 
•*  him  and  them  at  fca,  or  in  harbour,  Ihall  attack,  feize,  and  fummon  him  and  them  to  re- 
"  turn  home,  and  fhall  bring  them  back,  and  commit  them  to  the  charge  of  fomc  of  our 
**  officers,  &c.  till  we  give  further  order  concerning  them." 

From  this  record  it  is  plain,  that  there  was  an  adual  corporation  already  ere£led  for  the 
planting  of  a  colony  in  Guiana ;  and  as  plain,  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  again  lulled  this 
weak  Monarch  faft  aflecp,  and  quite  blinded  his  underftanding,  fo  as  not  to  fee  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  himfelf  and  people ;  merely  through  the  whimfical  hope  of  the  match  between  his  fon 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Infanta  of  Spain  ! 

The  faid  King,  in  p»  217,  ib!J.  confirms  Sir  Henry  Saville's  noble  eftabliftiment  of  two 
frofeflbrs  of  mathematics  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  ;  one  of  which  was  for  geometry,  and 
the  other  for  aftronomy :  the  falaries  of  each  being  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per  annum. 
Both  which  branches  of  mathematics  are  well  known  to  be  greatly  beneficial  to  navigation  and 
commerce. 

King  James  I.  is  univerfally  known  to  have  had  a  mortal  averfion  to  tobacco  ;  of  which  we 
have  the  following  evidence  in  a  record  of  the  fevcntcenth  volume,  p.  233,  of  tlvc  Foedera, 
under  this  year  1620,  being  the  preamble  to  a  proclamation  from  that  Prince,  viz.  - 

Whereas  we,  out  of  the  diflike  we  had  of  the  ufc  of  tobacco,  tending  to  a  general  and  new 
corruption  both  of  mens  bodies  and  manners  ;  and  yet,  nevertherlcfs,  holding  it,  of  the 
two,  more  tolerable  that  the  fame  fliould  be  imported,  amongft  many  other  vanities  and  fu- 
perfluities  which  come  from  beyond  feas,  than  to  be  permitted  to  be  planted  Iwre  'within 
this  realm,  thereby  to  abufe  and  mifemploy  the  foil  of  this  fruitful  kingdom  :  and  whereas 
we  have  taken  into  our  royal  confideration,  as  well  the  great  wafte  and  confumption  of  the 
wealth  of  our  kingdoms,  as  the  endangering  and  impairing  the  health  of  our  fubjefts,  by 
the  immoderate  liberty  and  abufe  of  tobacco,  being  a  weed  of  no  neceflary  ufe,  and  but 
of  late  years   brought  into  our  dominions.     We  therefore  ftriftly  charge  and  command 
that   our   proclamation,,  of  December  laft,   reftraining  the  planting  of  tobacco  be  ob- 
ferved." — That  proclamation  is  not  in   the   Foedera,    but   the  bftavo   hiftory  of  Vir- 
ginia has   given  us  its  fubftance  ;    viz.    "  That  the  people  of  Virginia  growing  rtumer- 
«*  ous,    they  made   fo   much  tobacco   as  over-ftocked   the  market ;   wherefore  the   King, 
*«  out   of  pity  to    the    country,   commanded  that  the  planters  Ihould  not  make   above 
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2620  "  one  hundred  weight  of  tobacco  per  man  :  for  the  market  was  fo  low  that  he  could  not  afford 
*'  to  give  them  above  three  lliillings  the  pound  for  it.  The  King  advifcd  them  rather  to  turn 
*•  their  fpare  time  towards  providing  corn  and  Hock,  and  towards  the  making  of  pot-afh,  or 
**  other  manufaflures.*' — This  King  had  aflumed  the  pre-emption  of  all  tobacco  imported, 
which  he  again  fold  out  at  much  higher  prices.  This  record  continues,  *'  And  that  no  per- 
*^  fon  or  perfons,  other  than  fuch  as  fhall  be  authorifed  by  our  letters  patent,  do  import  into 
^  England  any  tobacco  from  beyond  fea,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  the  laid  tobacco,  and  fuch 
**  further  penalties  as  we  fliall  judge  proper  to  inflift.  And,  to  prevent  frauds,  all  tobacco 
**  fhall  be  marked  or  fealcd  that  fhall  henceforth  be  imported." 

But  how  frail  is  all  human  forefight ! — That  Prince  little  imagined  that  this  Weed,  as  he 
terms  it,  would,  in  time,  produce  a  noble  revenue  to  the  crown  from  his  favourite  colony  of 

Virginia. 

The  following  record,  in  vol.  xvii.  p.  236,  of  the  Foedera,  gives  us  fome  light  into  the  then 
ftate  of  the  diverfions  and  amufements  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  London  and  its  vicinity,  and. 
into  the  general  cuftoms  of  that  time.  "  It  is  a  grant  from  King  James  I.  to  Clement  Cot' 
*'  trell,  Efq;  Groom  Porter  of  the  King's  Houfhold,  to  licence  a  number  of  places  for  the 
**  nfe  of  cards,  dice,  bowling-allies,  tennis-courts,  and  fuch  like  diverfions,  viz.  within  Lon- 
**  don  and  Weftminfter,  and  the  fuburbs  of  the  fame,  twenty-four  bowling  alleys  ; — in  South- 
•*  wark,  four; — in  St.  Catherine's,  one; — in  the  towns  of  Lambeth  and  South  Lambeth, 
"  two  -,— in  Shoreditch,  one  ; — and  in  every  other  burgh,  town,  village,  or  hamlet,  within 
**  two  miles  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler,  one  bowling  'alley.  Alfo  within  the 
**  faid  cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler,  and  within  two  miles  thereof,  fourteen  tennis  courts. 

And  to  keep  play  at  dice  and  cards,  forty  taverns  or  ordinaries  within  the  faid  limits.     For 

the  honefl  and  reafonable  recreation"  fays  this  Prince,  "  of  good  and  civil  people,  who, 

for.their  quality  and  ability,   may  lawfully  ufe  the  games  of  bowling,  tennis,  dice,' cards, 

tables,  nineholes,  or  any  other  game  hereafter  to  be  invented." 

The  pirates  of  the  Barbary  fhores  having  at  this  time  greatly  diflurbed  the  commerce  of 
England  with  Spain,  Italy,  and  Turkey,  in  the  faid  feventeenth  volume,  p.  245,  of  the  Fcede- 
ra,  we  fee   **  King  James's  commiflion  to  Sir  Robert  Manfell,  Vice  Admiral  of  England,  to 

fail  with  certain  fhips  of  that  King's,  jointly  with  other  fhips  of  his  fijbjcfls,  and  attack  and 

deflroy  the  pirates  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea." 

In  the  fame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  255,  in  the  fame  year  1620,  we  have  a  record,  wherein 
we  fee  that  King  James,  ever  neccflitous,  borrows  two  hundred  thoufand  Imperial  dollars  of 
his  brolher-in-Iaw  King  Chriflian  IV.  of  Denmark,  by  his  minifler  at  that  court.  Sir  Robert 
Anflruthcr ;  for  the  fuccour  of  the  Palatinate,  &:c.  for  which  he  was  to  pay  fix  per  cent,  inte- 
;  refl  money,  f^*'  confuetas  ac  legit  imas  v  fur  as  unius  annly  fex  in  Jingula  centum  computanda  \*^  /.  e. 
the  ufual  and  legal  interefl  of  fix  per  cent,  for  a  year;  which,  however,  was  not  true  in  faft) 
being  twelve  thoufand  dollars  yearlv. 

The  fame  year  he  commiflions  the  faid  minifler  (p.  276)  to  endeavour  to  borrow  more  mo- 
ney, for  the  fame  account,  of  the  faid  Danifli  King,  or  of  Sophia  the  Queen  Dowager,  King 
James's  mother-in-law.  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  the  rate  of  interefl  by  law  in  England 
was  at  this  time  ten  per  cent,  and  was  not  reduced  to  eight  per  cent,  till  the  year  1624,  by  an 
aft  of  Parliament  of  the  twenty-firfl  of  King  James,  cap.  17.  This  is  the  fecond  inflance  of 
that  King's  flrange  mifreprefentation  of  an  obvious  faft,  in  fo  noble  a  coUeftion  of  our  re- 
cords : 
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1620  cords  :  the  other,  as  already  related,  being  in  the  bufinefs  of  portions  of  tht  Kings  of  Eng« 
land's  daughters. 

This  fame  year,  ibid.  p.  256,  we  have  King  James's  commiflion  to  Sir  John  Merrick,  to 
be  his  ambaflador  to  the  Great  Duke  of  Ruilia,  (whom  he  does  not  fo  mach  as  once  perfonal- 
ly  name  throughout  this  record)  importing,  *•  That  whereas  our  fubjefts  trading  to  Ruflia, 
^*  by  virtue  of  treaties,  have  long  enjoyed  fundry  privileges  and  immunities  there,  which  now, 
**  by  occafion  of  the  late  troubles  happening  in  that  (late,  have  received  fome  interruption  ;— 
**  and  the  faid  Great  Duke  and  Lord  of  Ruffia  having  by  an  honourable  emballage  to  us, 
*•  moved  us  to  a  continuance  of  amity,  and  fome  other  things  concerning  our  welfare  : — for 
**  renewing  the  league  and  amity  between  him  and  us,  and  the  privileges  of  our  faid  fubjefts 
**  in  his  dominions,  and  likewife  for  the  re-demanding  of  a  great,  fum  of  money,  which,  at 
**  his  requeft,  we  were  pleafed  to  furnifh  him  withal,  we  have  conftituted  Sir  John  Merrick, 
*•  &c."  as  above.  And  in  the  fame  year,  (ibid)  he  gives  the  fame  commiflion  and  powers  to 
Sir  Dudley  Piggs,  for  the  fame  errand  to  Ruflia.  It  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  we  find  no 
preceding  account  in  the  Foedera,  of  the  above  mentioned  great  fum  of  money  furniflied  by  a 
King,  who  himfelf  was  always  borrowing  and  neceflitous. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  Englifh  Company  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  obtained  leave  of 
the  King  of  Golconda  to  fettle  at  Madras-patan,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  where  they  were 
permitted  to  build  the  fort  called  St.  George,  which  place  has  ever  fince  been  the  Company's 
general  fa£lory  for  their  trade  to  all  parts  eaft  of  Cape  Comorin.  The  principal  ftaple  wares 
there  are,  callicoes  of  various  kinds,  and  muflins  (fince  this  time  difcovered  or  invented)  ; 
although  they  likewife  trade  in  all  other  Indian  merchandize,  and  to  all  parts.  At  Madras,  as 
they  commonly  call  that  place,  and  the  adjacent  villages,  tlie  Company  has  been  faid  to 
have  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons  fubjeft  to  them,  from  whom  they  receive  confider- 
able  fums  in  duties  and  cuftoms.  Fort  St.  George,  however,  is  far  from  being  a  happy 
-fituation,  being  placed  on  a  barren  foil,  and  a  tempeftuous  fhore,  having  no  kind  of  bar* 
hour,  nor  even  a  convenient  landing-place  for  boats  :  it  has  no  frcfh  water  nearer  than  a 
-mile  diftant :  yet  the  Company  find  their  convenience  in  it  in  otlier  refpefts,  efpecially  as  to 
their  trade  in  diamond.s,  muflins,  chintz,  &c.  and  in  putting  off  their  European  wares  nioft  in 
requeft  there,  viz.  ftockings,  haberdaihery,  gold  and  filvcr  lace,  looking-glafles,  and  drinking 
glafles,  lead,  wines,  cyder,  cheefe,  hats,  ftufFs,  ribbons,  &c. 

The  Danes,  having  firft  reforted  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ever  fince  the  year  1612,  and  foon  after 
•crefted  a  Company  for  that  commerce,  now  formed  a  fcheme  for  poflefling  themfelves  of  the 
cinnamon  trade  at  Ceylon ;  having  for  that  end  fent  out  five  fhips,  efcorted  by  two  men  of  war : 
but  the  Portuguefe  there  obliged  them  to  return  home  unfuccefsful. 

And  for  preventing  the  Hollanders  from  fettling  efFe£tually,  as  they  imagined,  on  the  ifle  of 
Ceylon,  on  which  they  had  for  fome  years  eaft  a  longing  eye,  having,  in  161 2,  made  a  treaty 
for  that  end  with  the  King  of  Ceylon  ;  the  Portuguefe  at  this  time  increafed  the  number  and 
flrength  of  their  forts  along  the  coafts  of  that  ifle,  by  which  means  they  had  fo  much  hemmed 
in  the  King  of  that  country,  (who  was  by  the  Portuguefe  ufually  ftiled  the  King  of  Candy,  an 
inland  city)  that  without  their  permiflion  he  could  not  hold  correfpondence  with  any  foreign 
nation  :  of  which  violence  they  afterwards  found  the  bad  efFefts  themfelves. 

Our  voyage  writers  give  accounts  of  feveral  abortive  attempts,  at  diiFerent  times,  for  our 
Englifti  people's  planting  in  the  country  fince  called  New  England  ;  as,  firft,  at  the  charge  of 
jLord  Chief  Juftice  Popham,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  others^  in  1606,  who  had  obtained 
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X620  of  King  James  a  grant,  enabling  them  to  plant  between  the  degrees  of  thirty-eight  and  forty- 
five  north  latitude ;  and  a  fecond  time  in  1608. — Another  in  the  year  161 1  ;  a  fourth  in  161 2 ; 
a  fifth  in  1615,  by  the  Virginia  Company ;  a  fixth  in  1616  ;  and  alfo  again  in  the  years  1618 
and  1619:  though  indeed  fome  of  them  were  rather  trading  voyages  for  fifti,  train-oil,  and 
furs,  than  aftual  attempts  for  cftablifhing  feltlements.  They,  however,  made  many  occafi- 
onal  difcoveries  and  furveys  of  rivers,  bays,  &c.  preparatory  to  fuch  a  plantation!  At  firft, 
it  was  called  by  fome  of  the  old  geographers  Norumbega,  but  moll  properly  North  Virginia. 
But  the  firft  permanent  plantation,  or  which  remains  fuch  to  this  time,  was  not  made  till  this 
year  1620,  at  or  near  a  place  named  Plymouth,  in  New  England;  after  having  gained  over 
fome  of  the  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indians,  and  difpoflefled  others  of  them  who  made  op- 
pofition  thereto.  And  Captain  John  Smith  having  furveyed  the  inland  country,  and  prefent- 
cd  a  map  of  it  to  Charles  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Prince  gave  the  country  the  name  of  New 
England. 

In  this  fame  year  1620,  four  of  the  Englifti  Eaft  India  Ihips,  outward  bound,  made  folemn 
publication  in  Soldania  Bay,  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  the  poflefiion  of  the  adjacent 
country  for  King  James,  and  erefted  a  mount  in  token  of  it.  They  failed  from  thence  to  In- 
dia, where  they  fought  fuccefsfully  witli  the  Portuguefe  fleet,  and  took  feveral  prizes.  They 
found  themfelves  likewife  obliged  to  maftcr  fome  of  the  Mogul's  own  fhips  called  Junks,  and 
fome  of  the  King  of  Decan's  likewife,  who  badufed  our  people  ill ;  and  they  returned  home 
in  1622. 
'  Mr.  Hobbs,  one  of  our  Ruffia  Company's  faAors,  made  a  journey  from  Mofcow  to  Ifpa- 

ban,  by  tlie  way  of  Aftracan,  and  crofs  the  Cafpian  Sea,  as  the  Company's  agent  had  done  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time.  In  his  letter  he  gives  an  account  of  a  great  trade  for  raw  filk  at  va- 
rious ports  on  the  Cafpian  Sea :  and  infinuates  how  eafily  the  Company  might  carry  on  that 
filk  trade,  by  tranfporting  it  to  Rufiia.  He  fays»  that  at  Aftracan  the  Perfian  veflels  bring  in 
their  dyed  filks,  calicoes,  and  Perfian  ftufFs  ;  and,  in  return,  carry  home  cloth,  fables,  mar- 
tens, red  leather,  and  old  Ruffia  money. — But  that  the  Turks,  Arabs,  Armenians,  and  Por- 
tuguefe, were  feverally  plotting  againft  our  Perfian  trade.  The  Portuguefe  more  efpecially 
were  our  Company's  greateft  enemies  on  all  occafions. 

The  Rufiia  and  Eaft  India  Companies  having,  as  related  under  the  year  1619,  laid  down 
^  their  whale  fifliery,  four  members  of  the  Ruffia  Company  now  fent  out  feven  Ihips  to  Spitz- 

bergen  on  their  own  private  account :  but  they  proved  unfuccefsful. 
1621       In  the  next  year,  thcfe  four  adventurers  fent  the  fame  number  of  (hips  thither  again,  with 
better  fuccefs. 

In  both  ihefe  voyages,  and  alfo  others  prior  to  thefe,  mention  is  made  of  the  quantity  of  oil 
brought  home  :  but  not  the  leaft  mention  of  whalebone  or  fins. 

They  fucceeded  very  badly  in  the  year  1622  ;  but  in  1623,  ^^^  '^^  y^ar  of  their  union 
they  had  good  fuccefs  ;  though  they  were  not  able  to  drive  the  Dutch  away,  who  were  fupe- 
%  rior  in  number  of  (hips,  and  had  a  commiffion  from  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  truce  between  Spain  and  Holland  expiring  this  year,  the  latter  began  hoftilities,  by  at- 
tacking andttaking  the  town  and  port  of  St.  Salvadore,  in  Brafil ;  and  in.their  homeward  voy*^ 
age  they  took  feveral  Spanifii  fhips. 

The  Englifh  at  the  Banda  Ifles  were  fo  ill  fupported  by  their  friends  at  Bantam,  that  the 
Hollanders,  colle£ling  all  their  force,  attacked  them  in  the  feveral  iflands,  feizing  otv  their 
fortS|  artillery,  and  other  effects  -,  burning  fuch  towns  as  made  refiftanc$  and  putting  many  of 

the 
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1621  the  natives,  to  the  fword.  They  are  faid  alfo  to  have  imprifoned,  and  otherwife  cruelly  ufcd 
our  Company's  people;  and,  in  ihort,  after  afting  other  barbarities,  they  drove  the  Englifh 
abfolutely  from  thence,  compelling  the  natives  to  make  a  folemn  furrcnder  of  their  country  to 
them. 

This  is  our  Englifli  Company!s  account. 

But  the  Dutch,  in  their  own  Vindication,  printed  at  Amfterdam  in  the  year  1622,  allege, 
**  That  as  early  as  1609,  the  natives,  by  a  fpecial  treaty,  put  themfelves  under  the  proteftioii 
**  of  the  States  General ;  who  agreed,  on  their  part,  to  defend  them  againft  the  Portuguefc 
**  and  their  other  enemies,  on  their  agreeing  to  deliver  to  the  Dutch  Company  all  their  fpices 
*'  at  ftated  prices. — But  that  afterwards  the  Bandanefe  broke  thefc  engagements,  and  commit- 
**  ted  feveral  violences  againft  the^  Dutch,  until  the  years  1616  and  1617,  when  this  agreement 
**  was  renewed  ;  but  was  foon  after  broken  by  the  infligation  of  the  Englifh,  who  furniflicd 
"  them  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  fliips,  till  the  year  1620,  when  peace  between  the 
**  Englifh  and  Dutch  Companies  united  their  councils,  for  reducing  the  Bandanefe  into  terms 
**  of  trade,  for  the  common  benefit  of  both  Companies.  For,  it  fecms,  the  people  of  Banda 
**  had  re-admitted  fome  Portuguefe  to  trade  there. — And  when  the  Dutch  came  to  attack  the 
*'  Bandanefe,  on  that  account,  they  were  fccretly  fupported  by  the  Englilh,  contrary  to  the 
**  faid  agreement  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch ;  whereby  the  latter  alone  undertook  the 
**  reduftion  of  thofc  ifles  for  their  common  benefit.  So  that  the  Dutch  met  with  much  diffi* 
"  culty  in  fubduing  the  Bandanefe  ;  which,  however,  was  at  laft^cfTeftcd,  and  they  wereoblig- 
**  ed  to  acknowledge  the  States  General  for  their  fovcreigns,  as  before  mentioned." 

The  Englifh  Company  replied  to  this  by  recriminations,  &c, — Certainly,  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  it  is  by  no  means  likely  that  wc  ihould  be  able  to  clear  up  all  the  truth :  neither  is  it  in* 
deed  worth  aur  while  to  attempt  it. 

Under  this  year,  we  cannot  forbear  again  quoting  the  judicious  Mr.  Munn's  Difcourfe  of 
Trade  from  England  to  Eaft  India,  p.  17 — 

Speaking  of  our  Turkey  Trade,  he  fays,  "  That  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe,  this  nation 
(England)  drove  the  moft  profitable  trade  to  Turkey,  by  reafon  of  the  vaft  quantities  of 
**  broad  cloth,  tin,  &c.  which  we  export  thither,  enough  to  purchafc  all  the  wares  we  want- 
**  ed  in  Turkey  :  and,  in  particular,  three  hundred  great  bales  of  Perfian  raw  filk  yearly.— 
**  Whereas  there's  a  balance,  in  money,  paid  by  the  other  nations  trading  thither. — Marfeilles 
**  fends  yearly  to  Aleppo  and  Alexandria,  at  leaft  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and 
*'  little  or  no  wares."  For  France  had  not  as  yet  fallen  into  the  woollen  trade.  "  Venice 
**  fends  about  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  yearly,  in  money,  and  a  great  value  ia 
**  wares  befide.— The  Low  Countries,  that  is,  Holland,  fend  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
•'  and  but  little  wares  : — and  Meifina,  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  in  ready  money. — Be- 
**  fides  great  quantities  of  gold  and  of  dollars  from  Germany,  Poland,  Hungary,  &c. — 
*^  And  all  thefe  nations  take  of  the  Turks,  in  return,  great  quantities  of  camblets,  grograms, 
*•  raw  filk,  cotton,  wool  and  yarn,  galls,  flax,  hemp,  rice,  hides,  fheeps  wool,  wax,  corn, 
*'  &c.*' 

What  a  fine  account  we  have  here  of  the  Englifh  trade  to  Turkey,  in  thofe  days,  and  how 
different  from  the  prefent  time,  when  France  fo  greatly  exceeds  us  in  it,  and  that  Hol- 
land alfo,  has  fo  much  improved  their  own  manufaflures  fent  thither, — we  would,  how- 
ever, hope  that  our  trade  thither  is  ftill  profiuble  to  us  ;  at  leaft,  it  is  become  now  abfolutely 
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1621  ncceflfaiy  for  our  filk  manufafture,  and  ^for  its  drugs,  dying  fluffs,  &c.  for  our  other  manu- 
fadures. 

A  very  impolitic  and  unjuftifiableperfecution  of  the  puritans  or  proteftant-diiTentcrs  at  this 
time  brought  on  the  cfFeftual  fettling  and  enlarging  of  the  newly-begun  colony  of  New  Eng- 
land, much  fooncr  and  compleater  than  othervvife  could  have  been  efFcfted.  Mr.  Robinfon, 
a  Brownift  Miniftcr,  had,  with  his  congregation,  ruiircd  into  Holland  to  avoid  the  wicked 
pcrfecution  of  the  High  Commifllon  Courts,  and  other  fpiritual  judicatures.  But,  not  liking 
their  rcfidcnce  in  Holland,  they  fixed  their  thoughts  on  a  r';ttlcinent  in  that  new  colony  ;  which 
they  reafonably  hoped  might  alfo  afterwards  prove  an  afylum  for  all  other  pcrfecutcd  Protef- 
teftants.  Amongft  thofe  adventurers  there  were  fcveral  gentlemen  of  good  families,  who,  up- 
on the  fame  motives,  fold  their  eftates  in  England,  to  enable  them  to  fettle  in  America  ;  fuch 
as  William  Bradford*  Efq:  ofYorkfliirej  Capt.  Standifti,  of  Lancalhire  ;  Edward  Winflow, 
Efq;  of  Worcefterlhire,  &c. 

Sir  Robert  Naunton,  one  of  the  King's  Secretaries  of  State,  being  a  favourer  of  the  Puri- 
tans, was  very  forward  in  promoting  their  defigns,  by  obtaining  King  James's  confent,  and 
patent,  for  their  fcttlcment  there  :  and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  1621,  they  fettled  at  a  place 
near  Cape  Cod,  Wliich  they  named  New  Plymouth.  Here  they  aflbciated  themfelves  into  a 
fociety  by  a  formal  inftrument,  in  which  they  declared  themfelves  fubjefts  of  the  crown  of 
England  ;  and  folemnly  engaged  themfelves  to  an  abfolute  fubmiffion  to  fuch  laws  and  rules 
as  fliould  be  eftabliftied  for  the  good  of  the  colony  ;  and  they  clefted  their  own  Governor,  for 
one  year  only. 

For  fonie  years,  however,  they  underwent  confiderable  hardfhips,  and  loft  half  of  their 
number  by  ficknefs :  yet,  receiving  fupplies  of  people  from  England,  in  fhips  coming  annu- 
ally thither,  thereby,  and  by  knives,  fciflars,  needles,  &c.  to  exchange  with  the  Indians  for 
corn,  and  for  furs,  fifti,  and  Ikins,  which  they  fent  home  to  England,  they  were  enabled,  in 
five  years  time,  to  clear  and  cultivate  as  much  land  as  foon  produced  corn  enough,  and  to 
fpare,  of  their  own  growth.     And  the  mad  perfecution  of  the  Puritans  in  England  by  the  fpi- 
ritual courts  continuing,  numbers  of  them,  with  their  families  and  fortunes,  from  time  to 
time,  increafed  this  colony.     Thus,  out  of  the  great  evil  of  perfecution,  and  ilkjudged  reftraints 
for  confcience-fakc,  have  fprung  up  much  good  to  the  Britilli  Empire  in  America.     For  by 
tlw;  great  numbers  of  honcft  and  induftrious  people  driven  into  that  wildernefs,  with  their  ef- 
fc£ls,  they  were  enabled  to  clear  and  cultivate  a  noble  province  in  a  fhort  fpacc,  which  other- 
wife  might  poflibly  have  remained  thin,  weak,  and  dcfencelefs,  even  to  this  day,  againft  both 
the  Indians  and  the  French  of  Canada.     Thofe  new  comers  obtained  two  patents  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Council,  for  pofleffing  the  country  of  the  Maflachufet's  Bay,  of  which  the  city  of  Bof- 
ton  is  ilie  capital,  granted  in  the  years  1627  and  1628,  to  Sir  John  Rofwel,  Sir  John  Young, 
and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  charafter.     In  the  year  following,  fix  fhips  went  thither,  car- 
rying three  hundred  and  fifty  paflengers,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  head  of  black  cattle 
bcfides  goats,  rabbits,  &c. — And  thefe  laft  were  fent  by  thofe  called  the  London  Adventurers  • 
who,    in  the  year  following,    viz.    in   1630,   fent  ten   fliips  for  the  Maflachufet's  colony, 
with  two  hundred  paflengers,  many  of  whom  were  perfons  of  confiderable  fafhion  ;  who 
to  avoid  perfecution  at  home,  chofe  to  fettle  in  that  favagc  wildernefs  :  and  yet,  to  their  cver- 
lafting  reproach,  they  were  fcarcely  warm  in  that  afylum,  before  they  ran  madly  into  the  crime 
with  which  they  had  before  juftly  upbraided  the  prelatical  party,  /.  e,  by  fetting  on  foot  a  cruel 
perfecution  of  their  Pro teftant  brethren  and  fellow-planters,  for  mere  fpeculative  and  moftly 
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1621  unintelligible  points  :  whereby,  and  by  their  nonfenfical  and  barbarous  treatment  of  poor  old* 
women,  under  the  denomination  of  Witches,  they  greatly  obftruAed  the  growth  of  a  colony  fo 
well  begun,  by  cruelly  putting  fome  to  death,  and  by  driving  out  others,  of  the  bcft  and  fobereft 
of  their  people.  But,  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  generation  be  it  recorded,  that  they  are  of 
a  Amch  more  moderate  and  charitable  difpoiition,  and  are  univerfally  afhamed  of  that  violent 
fpirit  of  their  forefathers.  The  colony  is  at  this  day  the  nobleft  of  ail  the  North  American 
continent  provinces,  as  w*e  have  fliewn  in  our  Introdudion  :  and,  by  their  late  Agent,  Mr^ 
Dummer's  account,  in  his  Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters,  they  take  ofF  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually,  in  Britifh  produfl  and  ma-i- 
nufa£tures ;  and  by  this  time,  very  probably,  our  exports  thither  may  be  very  considerably  in- 
creafed ;  and  will  more  efpccially  greatly  increafe  by  our  pofleflion  of  the  vaft  country  of  Ca- 
nada,, and  in  confequence  thereof,  by  our  laid  colony's  freedom  from  the  alarm  and  encroach* 
nients  of  the  French  behind  them. 

The  Virginia  Company  went  on  in  fending  fupplies  of  people  and  neccflaries  thither  from 
time  to  time,  and  now  they  fcnt  no  fewer  than  one  thoufand  three  hundred  perfons  thither  : 
laws  bc<^an  to  be  regularly  enabled,  and  the  country  laid  out  into  plantations  :  churches  were 
built :  and  the  face  of  a  well-regulated  colony  began  to  appear.  Yet,  in  this  fame  year, 
whilft  in  profound  peace,  the  Indian  natives  had  C9ntrived  a  general  maflacre,  and  put  it  part- 
.ly  in  execution,  by  murdering  near  four  hundred  of  the  Englilh;  which  barbarity  was  fuffi* 
cicntly  revenged  next  year  :  after  which  the  colony  recovered  itfclf,  and  King  James  fent  thi- 
ther ftorcs  of  artillery  and  ammunition  from  tlie  Tower  of  London. 

King  James  I.  having  broke  off  the  Spanifli  match,  after  treating  fo  long  about  it ;  he  was 
obliged  to  call  a  Parliament  to  fupply  his  neccflities.  To  this  Parliament  there  were  prefented 
feveral  petitions  againft  the  monopolies  and  projects  whkh  that  King's  neceffities  had  prompt- 
ed him  to  encourage.  As  principally  concerning  inns  and  vifluallimg  houfes,  which  none 
could  keep  without  licences  from  certain  patentees. — For  the  fole  making  of  gold  and  filvcr 
lace  ;  a  grievance  the  more  intolerable,  as  the  patentees  (Sir  Giles  Moropeffon,  &c.)  made  it, 
fays  Wilfon,  of  copper  and  other  fophifticated  materials. — Licence  alfo  to  pedlars  and  petty 
chapmen. — For  the  fole  drcfling  of  arms. — For  the  fole  making  of  playing  cards, — and  to- 
bacco pipes. — The  fole  exportation  of  lifts  and  flireds,  &c. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  truce  between  Spain  and  Holland,  the  latter,  this  year,  erefled  a 
Weft  India  Company ;  who,  by  patent,  were  impowered  to  form  colonics,  ereft  forts,  and 
make  alliances,  both  on  the  continents  and  iflands  of  America.  Their  firft  capital  ftock  wa» 
feven  million  two  hundred  thoufand  guilders.  This  Company  began  with  two  moft  towering; 
projefts,  both  which  mifcarricd  in  the  end,  visi. 

Firft,  To  drive  the  Portuguefe  out  of  Brafil.     And, 

Secondly,  To  attack  Peru. 

Spain,  not  being  able  of  itfelf  to  crufh  the  Algcrines,  whoj  at  this  time,  were  formidable  in? 
fhipping,  and  greatly  infefted  the  Spanifh  coaft,  after  four  different  expeditions  againft  that 
city,  Count  Gondemar,  Ambaffador  from  Spain  to  King  James,  found  means  to  cajole  him 
into  an  undertaking  for  that  purpofe,  having  before  gained  the  Lord  Admiral,  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  and  next  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  his  fucceffor.  They  flattered  the  King  with 
the  glory  of  fuch  a  conqueft,  and  the  benefits  which  the  takingof  that  piratical  place  would  bring 
to  the  commerce  of  England.  Sir  Robert  Manfell  was  therefore  fent  out  with  four  fhips  of 
forty  cannon  each,  one  of  thirty  -four,  one  of  thirty-fix,  one  of  twenty,  and  one  of  eighteen ;  all 
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1621  brafs  cannon,  (fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts)  the  biggeft  being  of  fix  hun- 
dred tons,  and  the  fmalleft  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  ;  manned'with  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  ;  befides  twelve  armed  merchant  fliips,  carrying  in  all  two  hundred  and  fortv- 
three  cannon,  and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy  men,  viz.  three  of  three  hundred 
tons  each,  two  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  two  of  two  hundred  and  fixty,  two  of  two 
iiundred,  one  of  one  hundred  and  eighty,  one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  one  of  one 
hundred  tons  ;  from  twelve  to  twenty-fix  guns,  and  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  per  fhip. 

A  flender  armament  for  fo  great  an  undertaking  ;  which  was  alfo  badly  executed.  It  feems 
they  feafted  and  banqueted  in  harbour  inftead  of  fcowering  the  feas  ;  in  confequencc  of  which, 
fays  Monfon,  they  loft  the  opportunity  of  deftroying  the  pirates.  They,  however,  attempted 
to  burn  the  Algerine  fliips  in  the  Mole  there  ;  but  it  proved  imprafticable.  And  Mr.  Bur- 
chct,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  obferves,  that,  in  return  for  the  civility  of  our  faid  vifit,  our  Ad- 
miral's back  was  fcarccly  turned  but  thofecorfairs  picked  up  near  forty  good  fliips  of  ours,  and 
infefted  the  Spaniflicoatts  with  greater  fury  than  ever  :  wherefore,  adds  Sir  William  Monfon, 
**  if  thofe  Chriftian  countries  which  lie  oppofite  to  Algiers,  (5^12.  France  and  Spain)  could  ne- 
ver prevail  in  the  fundry  attempts  againft  it,  although  their  greater  vicinity,  and  their  having 
the  conveniency  to  embark  and  tranfportan  army  without  (ufpicion  or  rumour,  and  of  being 
•*  fuccoured  by  the  ifles  of  Majorca  and  Minorca  ; — what  hope  have  we  to  prevail,  who  can- 
**  not  fo  fecretly  furnifli  an  army  and  fleet  but  all  the  world  muft  ring  of  it? — And  the  warn- 
**  ing  given  will  be  fufficient  for  a  garrifoned  town  of  lefs  force  and  fewer  men  than  Algiers  to 
*'  prevent  a  furprize."  To  fay  the  truth,  we  are  now  wifcr  by  experience,  and  are  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  fubftantial  benefits  wc  receive  in  our  commerce,  from  thofe  corfairs  keeping 
peace  with  us,  whilft  they  make  war  on  other  nations  :  and  our  pofleflion  of  Gibraltar,  with 
our  fliips  of  war  ftationed  there,  will  probably  be  ever  fufficient  to  kept  thofe  of  Algiers,  Sal- 
lee,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  in  conftant  awe  of  us. 

In  this  fame  year,'  a  fumptuary  law  paflcd  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  "  Whereby  no 
**  perfons  were  to  wear  cloth  of  gold  or  filver,  nor  gold  and  filver  lace  on  their  cloaths,  nor 
**  velvets,  fattins,  or  other  filks  ftuffs,  except  noblemen,  th«r  wives  and  children,  lords  of 
**  Parliament,  prelates,  privy-counfellors,  lords  of  lAanors,  judges,  magiftrates  of  towns,  and 
<*  fuch  as  have  fix  thoufand  marks,  /.  e.  fomewhatmorc  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
<*  fterling,  of  yearly  rent  in  money,  or  clfe  fourfcorc  chalder  of  viftual  yearly :  heralds,  trum* 
*'  peters,  and  minftrcls,  however,  excepted." — And  by  this  fame  law  it  was  further  enafted, 
*'  That  even  thofi?  hereby  permitted  to  wear  filk  apparel  fliould  have  no  embroidering  nor 
**  lace  on  their  cloaths,  except  a  plain  laoe  of  filk  on  the  feams  and  ikirts,  with  belts  and  hat« 
-**  bands  embroidered  with  filk  ;  and  the  faid  iilk  apparel  to  be  no  way  cut  out  upon  other 
**  ftuffs  of  filk,  except  upon  a  fingle  taffaty, — Damaflc  table  linen,  cambricks,  lawns,  and  tif- 
**  fanies,  were  limited  to  only  the  above-qualified  perfons ;  as  were  alfo  pearls  and  precious 
**  ftones. — Alfo  the  number  of  mourning  fuits  in  great  families  was  hereby  Jim i ted  :  more- 
-«*  over,  the  then  prefent  fafhion  of  cloaths  was  not  to  be  altered.— Servants  to  have  no  filk  on 
^«  their  cloaths,  excepting  buttons  and  garters:  andto  wear  only  cloth,  fuftians,  and  canvas,  of 
"**  Scotch  manufafture. — Hirfbandmen  and  labourers  of  the  ground  to  wear  none  but  grey, 
*<  blue,  white  and  felt  black  cloth,  of  Scotch  manufafture.— Neither  wet  nar  dry  confedlions 
**  were  to  be  ufed  at  weddings,  chriftenings,  or  fcafts,  excepting  they  be  made  of  Scotch  fruits. 
^«  — Alfo  no  cloaths  fliall  be  gilded  with  ^old."     This  is,  probably,  the  laft  fumptuary  la^ 
that  ever  will  be  made  in  Great  Britain ;  fuch  reftraints  not  fo  well  fuiting  a  free,  and  more 
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1621  cfpecially,  a  commercial  country,  wherein  certain   private  follies  and   extravagancies  oftea 
prove  very  great  national  advantages. 

In  this  fame  year  1621,  Sir  William  Alexander,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Sterling,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  obtained  a  grant  from  King  James,  as  King  of  Scotland,  of 
the  country  which  he  (King  James)  named  Nova  Scotia  :  and,  in  the  year  following,  he  and 
his  copartners  therein  fent  a  number  of  people  from  Scotland,  with  an  intent  to  fettle  there; 
and  that  country  was  to  be  held  of  the  crown  of  Scotland.  It  feems,  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges, 
who  then  had  the  direftion  of  the  New  England  colonies,  had  advifed  Sir  William  Alexander 
to  this  projedt.  Its  bounds  w^ere  to  be  from  north  latitude  forty-two  to  forty-fix  :  but  this 
Scotch  embarkation  went  no  further  that  year  tlian  Newfoundland,  where  it  wintered,  and  the 
next  year,  1623,  they  did  no  more  than  furvey  the  coafts  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  returned  home, 
without  having  planted  there  at  all. 

Hamburg's  monopolizing  claims  to  an  exclufive  jurifdiftion  on  the  river  Elbe,  induced 
King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark,  in  this  year  1621,  to  place  fome  fhips  of  war  in  that  river: 
yet  the  Emperor  having  granted  a  charter  to  that  city,  confirming  their  faid  claim,  the  court 
of  Denmark  ercfteda  toll-houfe  at  Gluckfladt ;  where,  by  way  of  reprifal,  they  made  all  Ham- 
.  burgh  fhips  pay  the  toll.  This  brought  on  open  boftilities  between  them,  by  which  that  city 
was  a  great  fufFerer ;  and  was,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  faid  King  Chriftian  IV. 
an  a£tive  and  wife  prince,  and  to  pay  him  for  obtaining  peace,  one  million  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  livres,  bcfides  dropping  their  monopolizing  jurifdiftion. 

In  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  305,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  hereditary  league  and 
union,  as  it  is  termed,  concluded  between  King  James  I.  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  brother- 
in-law  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark.  The  fubftance  of  the  commercial  and  nautical  part 
is  as  follows : 

Article  IV.  **  In  cafe  either  Prince  be  invaded,  the  other  Ihall  fupply  him  with  eight  fhips 
**  pf  war :  four  of  which  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  tons  burden,  and  fhall 
**  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  men,  with  twenty  cannon  in  each  fhip.  The 
**  other  four  to  be  of  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  (lajlarum  nautlcarum)^ 
•*  with  each  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

XIII.  '*  The  fubjefts  of  both  contrafting  parties  may  freely  refort  with  their  merchandize 
**  to  each  other's  dominions,  paying  the  ufual  duties. 

XIV.  *'  Yet  Britilh  fubjefts  fhall  not  refort  to  fuch  parts  of  the  Danifh  dominions. as  are 
•*  prohibited  to  be  frequented  by  former  treaties,"  (by  which  Iceland,  Weftmony,  and  Ward- 
huys  for  fifhing  are  here  meant)  '*  without  the  fpeciai  licence  of  his  Danifh  Majefty. 

XV.  '*  For  fhips  wrecked  in  either  country,  liberty  is  granted  to  recover  wliat  they  can 
**  thereof;  and  they  may  demand  the  afliftance  of  the  other  party,  paying  for  it." 

And,  ihtd.  p.  315,  Sir  Robert  Anftruther,  King  James's  ambaffador  to  the  faid  King  of 
Denmark,  obtained  a  further  loan  of  the  latter,  for  the  King  his  mafter,  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand Imperial  dollars,  for  two  years,  at  fix  per  cent,  intereft. 

In  the  fame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  349,  King  James  ifTues  a  new  proclamation  againft  the 
eating  of  flefh  in  Lent,  or  on  other  filh  days.  The  reafons  now  affigned  for  this  injunftion 
follow,  viz.  •*  For  the  maintenance  of  our  navy  and  fhipping,  a  principal  ftrength  of  this 
**  ifland,  and  for  the  fparing  andincrcafc  of  flefh  viftuals.; — The  magiftratcs  of  London,  to  ex- 
•*  amine,  upon  oath,  the  fervants  of  all  innholders,  viftuallers,  cooks,  alehoufe-kcepers,  ta- 
**  Ycrners,  &c.  who  fell  viftuals,  concerning  what  flefh  has  been  fold  by  them  in  Lent,  &c. 
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1621  **  and  (hall  oblige  the  mailers  of  thofe  houfes  to  give  fecurity  not  to  fell  flefti-meat  in  Lent, 
**  &c." — And  he  ftriflly  commands,  •*  that  none,  of  what  quality  foever,  Ihall  cat  flefh  in 
*'  Lent,  or  on  fifli  days,  without  a  licence  from  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  or  other  perfoiis 
**  empowered  to  licenfe :  and  the  like  rules  fhall  be  obferved  by  magiftrates  in  other  cities, 
**  and  in  the  country."  Whether  there  was  in  thofe  times  a  real  fcarcity  of  flcfl>-meat,  or 
that  it  was  only  the  humour  of  this  King  and  his  council,  is  not,  perhaps,  fo  ca(y  to  be  ab- 
folutely  determined;  though,  from  other  parts  of  his  conduft,  the  latter  Ihould  feem  mollpi:o- 
bable,  together  with  his  laudable  zeal  for  promoting  the  fifliery. 

1622  In  the  feventeenth  volume,  alfo,  p.  372,  we  have,  in  the  following  yea:r,  King  James's 
commiffion,  **  For  annually  collefting  the  names,  qualities,  and  ^rofeffions  of  all  ftran^ers- 
**  born,  (denizens,  or  not  denizens)  now  refiding  in  England.  And  as  there  be  feveral  laws- 
**  in  force  for  preventing  aliens  and  ftrangers-born  from  the  ufe  of  handicrafts,  and  the  ma- 
**  king  of  manufaftures,  in  England,  and  from  the  liberty  of  felling  by  retail,  and  of  buying 
**  and  felling  of  native  commodities,  the  faid  laws  arc  to  be  put  in  execution. — And  our  will 
**  is,  that  fuch  ftrangers  as  ufe  the  feat  or  trade  of  merchandize,  and.  do  not  fell  by  retail^  nor 
**  employ  themfclves  in  buying  and  felling  the  native  commodities  of  this  kingdom,  may,  not- 
**  withftanding  this  our  commilTion,  continue  to  enjoy  fuch  liberties  and  freedoms  as  former- 
**  ly  they  have  enjoyed  by  the  permiffion  of  us  and  our  predeceffors.  Only  we  will,  that  every 
•*  fuch  merchant  fhall  j^y  to  our  ufe  fuch  annual  acknowledgement,  by  way  of  quarterage,  a? 
**  by  a  fchedule,  under  our  hand,  we  (hall  direft,  or  as  our  comnnflioners  fhall  fet  down,  un- 
*•  der  th*ir  hands  ;  that  fo  it  may  appear,  that  they  enjoy  this  freedom,  not  by  right,  but  of 
*«  our  mere  grace  a«d  favour.  Alfo,  that  no  ftranger-born,  or  born  in  England  of  parent- 
*'  ftrangers,  who  has  notferved  an  apprenticelhip  of  at  leaft  feven  years,  (hall  hereafter  fell. 
**  any  wares  by  retail,  but  only  in  grofs  ;  nor  (hall  fell  even  in  grofs  at  fairs  or  markets,  or 
"  out  of  the  city  and  town  where  he  dwells.  And  that  fuch  ftrangers  at  prefent  fettled  with 
**  their  families  in  England,  and  who  ufe  any  manual  trade,  or  the  making  of  new  draperies," 
(this  was  in  favour  of  the  Walloons,  who  had  introduced  thefe  new  draperies  in  the  preceding' 
reign)  **  and  who  defire  to  continue  here,  may  quietly  fo  do,  provided  they  put  themfelvcs 
•*  under  our  royal  proteftion :  and  that  whereas  by  the  laws  of  our  realm,  they  ought  not  to 
**  work  at  all,  omifc  fuch  trades,  but  as  fervants  to  the  Englifh,  they  (liall  now  enroll  them- 
'*  felves  as  fervants  to  ourfelves,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs ;  whereby  they  may,  by  Taw,  be 
•'  freed  from  the  danger  and  penalty  of  our  laws.  Yet,  for  the  encouragement  of  alf  ftran- 
**  gers  to  bring  new  and  profitable  trades  and  manufadtures  into  ufe  here,  every  fuch  llranger 
•*  inftrufting  any  of  our  natural-born  fubjefts  therein,  may  ufe  fuch  trade  for  the  fpace  often 
•'  years  :  but  they  fhall  not  at  any  one  time  keep  above  two  foreign  journeymen,  nor  retain 
"  any  apprentice  but  by  indenture  for  feven  years.  Yet  our  will  is,  that  fuch  of  the  French 
"  nation,  who,  by  reafon  of  the  late  troubles  in  that  kingdom,  have  taken  refuge  here,  fhall 
"  be  fhewpfucb  favour,  beyond  the  proportion  of  other  ftrangers,  as  our  commifTioners  fhall 
*«  think  fit;  if  within  a  convenient  time  after  thofe  troubles  fhall  l>e  overblown,  they  fhall  re- 
"  turn  into  their  own  country  again." 

Any  one  may  obfcrve,  that  the  chief  end  of  the  bulk  of  this  commiffion,  which  we  iiavc 
fliortened  as  much  as  poffible,  was  to  draw  money  from  the  foreigners  refiding  in  England  • 
and  that  other  parts  of  it  are  both,  arbitrary  and  impolitic  in  a  trading  and  manufafturing 
natioiu 
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1622  In  the  fcvcntecnth  volume,  p.  376/ of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  James's  proclamation 
againft  the  exportation  of  any  gold  or  filver,  citl>er  in  coin  or  plate,  jewels,  goldfniiths  work, 
bullion,  or  other  mafs.  And,  "  for  avoiding  of  all  unneceflary  confumptions  of  filver  and 
*'  gold  within  this  realm,  much  prafiifed  of  late  by  fome  goldfmiths  and  refiners,  and  by  the 
**  manufafturers  of  gold  and  filver  thread,  no  finer  of  gold  and  filver,  nor  parter  thereof  by 
^'  fire  or  water,  (hall  alloy  any  fine  filver  or  gold,  nor  lell  the  fame  to  any  but  to  the  mint  and 
**  to  goldfmiths.  And  all  gold  and  filver  thread  is  hereby  prohibited  to  be  made  in  this  realm, 
*•  of  what  kind  foever :  nor  fhall  any  perfon  cither  buy  or  fell  any  fuch  gold  and  filver  thread 
^'  made  in  this  realm. 

How  badly  was  thin  learned  King  advifed,  in  diftrefling  our  own  manufafturers  of  gold  and 
iilver  thread,  and  encouraging  foreign  ones  1-^Had  he  abfolutely  prohibited  the  importation 
and  ufe  of  that  manufa£iure  in  England,  there  would  have  been  much  more  confiilency  in  his 
condu£t.  Probably  his  aim  was  to  increafe  his  revenue,  by  the  cuflom  on  imported  gold  and 
filver  thread,  though  to  the  ruin  of  fo  many  of  his  own  people  :  befidcs,  that  goldfmiths  work 
and  jewels  are  as  much  merchandize  as  any  other  commodity  whatever,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  have  been  reflrained ;  and.fo  indeed  are  gold  and  filver  in  c6in  or  bullion,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  moft  men  in  our  days,  though  our  laws  prohibit  the  exportation  of  our  own  coin. 

In  p.  407,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  King  James's  commiffion  to  Sir  William  Heydon, 
and  Charles  Glembam,  Eiij.  to  the  following  efFeft,  viz,  "  That  he  has  been  moved  by  fun- 
«<  dry  letters  and  meflages  from  the  Great  Mogul,  to  gratify  hira  with  fome  choice  arts  and 
**  rarities  which  our  dominions  afford: — Wherefore,  he  commifiions  them  to  fail  thither  with 
**  two  ihips,  to  advance  the  trade  of  his  fubje£^s,  as  their  own  occafions  fhall  permit,  or  as 
'**  they  fhall  be  defired  by  the  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies^ 
**  their  faflors,  or  minifters.  To  govern  the  faid  fhips,  and  the  men  therein ;  and  to  carry 
^'  out,  and  bring  back,  fuch  merchandize  as  fhall  be  judged  proper,  and  be  licenfed.  Alfo  to 
**  trade  with  the  Great  Mogul,  or  any  other  prince  or  potentate,  between  the  Cape  of  Good 
♦*  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Lc  Maire,  &c."  The  faid  two  gentlemen  are  therein  fliled  fervants 
of  his  fon,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  fpecially  recommended  by  liim,  as  properly  quaUfied  for 
^his  purpofc. 

In  p.  40,  of  tlie  lib ventcenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  liavc  Kii»g  James's  fpecial  com- 
miffion  to  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  concerning  the  decay  of  trade  in  England,  viz.  "  The 
^*  general  complaints  of  our  fubjeSs  at  home,  as  alfo  by  information  from  our  miniftcrs  em- 
^*  ployed  m  pzxts  beyond-fea,  that  the  cloth  of  this  kingdom  hath  of  late  years  wanted  that 
**  eflimation  and  vent  in  foreign  parts  which  it  formerly  had ;  and  tliat  the  wools  of  the  king- 
^<  dom  are  fallen  much  from  their  wonted  values ;  and  trade  in  general  fo  far  out  of  frame^ 
**.  that  the  merchants  and  clothiers  are  greatly  difcouraged;  fo  tliat  great  numbers  of  people 
^«  employed  by,  and  depending  on  them,  want  work;  the  landlords  fail  in  their  rents,  and 
^*  farmers  have  not  fo  good  means  to  raife  their  rents  as  heretofore  they  had  ;  ourfelves  alfo 
^*  find  the  defeats  thereof,  by  the  decay  of  our  cuftoms,  and  other  duties  ;  and,  in  general,  the 
*^  whole  commonwealth  faffereth :  fo,  as  it  is  high  time  to  look  into  the  caufe  of  this  great 
^'  decay  of  trade,  and  of  the  commodities  of  this  our  kingdom,  and  how  to  have  fit  remedies, 
^'  &c."r-Whefefore  the  King  direfts  them  to  enquire  into"  the  following  points,  viz. 

*'  I.  Why  wool  is  fallen  in  price-? 

*'  II.  How  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool  and  woollen-yarn,  fullers-earth,  and  wood- 
^«  afhes  ? — How  Irifh  wool,  not  ufed  at  home,  may  be  brought  into  England ;  and  the  like  of 
*«  Scotifh  wool  ? 

^  III.  How 


J 


Of     THE    ORIGIN     OP     COMMERCE.  Ip^ 

it>22      **  III.  How  to  reduce  the  many  laws  in  being  concerning  the  regulating  the  making  of 
**  cloth,  fome  of  which  contradift  each  other,  into  one  good  general  law  ? 

«•  IV.  To  regulate  the  price  of  dying  ftufFs. 

«*  V.  Whether,  by  any  of  the  orders,  reftriAions,  &c.  of  the  Company  of  Merchant- 
**  adventurers  of  England,  the  prices  of  woollen  cloth  are  too  highly  raifed  beyond-fca? 

**  VI.  How  far  companies  or  focieties  of  merchants  may,  or  may  not  be,  a  cramp  oii 
**  trade,  as  many  do  allege  ? — And  how  far  joint  ftock  companies  arc  beneficial,  or  other-* 

«*  wife  ? 

**  VII.  How  to  remedy  the  prefent  unufual  fcarcity  of  money  ? 

**  VIII.  To  enquire,  whetlier  the  balance  of  trade,  in  general,  be.not  againft  our  nation, 
•*  by  the  imports  of  merchandize  exceeding  our  exports  ;  and  how  to  remedy  fuch  an  evil  ?— 
**  Alfo  to  think  upon  the  gain  or  lofs  that  comes  to  our  kingdom  by  the  courfe  of  exchange 
'**  now  ufed  by  our  merchants. 

"  IX.  How  we  may  improve  our  native  commodities  to  the  beft  advantage  ? 

•*  X.  To  avoid  vain  and  unprofitable  returns  (/.  e.  ipports)  of  the  commodities  of  foreign 
«*  countries  in  fuperftuitics. 

*«  XL  For  the  better  increafc  of  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  importation  of 
•*  coin  and  bullion  from  foreign  parts,  we  would  have  you  to  confider,  what  native  commo- 
•«  dities  of  this  kingdom  arc  of  that  neceflary  ufefulncfs  to  our  neighbours,  that  they  may  fitly 
*'  return  home  a  proportion  of  coin  and  bullion,  for  a  fupply  of  treafure  ? 

"  XII.  And,  above  other  things,  ferioufly  and  carefully  confider,  by  what  good  means  our 
**  navy,  and  the  (hipping  of  this  kingdom,  may  be  beft  maintained  and  enlarged,  and  mari- 
•*  ners  bred  up  and  increafed. 

**  And,  to  this  end,  we  require  you  to  take  into  your  mature  confideration  and  judgments 
•'  thefe  things  following,  which  ourfelves  conceive  to  be  very  good  means  to  attain  the  end 
**  we  efpecially  aim  at,  as  aforcfaid,  viz. 

"  Firft,  and  principally.  That  the  herring-fifhery  upon  the  feas  and  coafts  appertaining  to 
**  our  own  realms,  may  be  undertaken  by  our  people,  for  the  common  good :  for  the  en- 
**  couragement  whereof,  we  (hall  be  always  ready  to  yield  our  beft  affiftance. 

*•  Secondly,  To  the  end  that  the  (hipping  of  other  nations  may  not  be  employed  for  im- 
•*  porting  foreign  commodities,  whilft  our  own  (hipping  want  employment,  confider  how  our 
**  laws  now  ftand  in  force  for  prohibiting  merchandize  to  be  imported  in  foreign  bottoms. 

**  And  further  advife,  if  it  be  not  behovcful  to  put  in  execution  the  laws  ftill  in  force,  which 
**  enjoin  merchant-ftrangers,  as  well  denizens  as  not  denizens,  to  employ  the  proceed  of  the 
*•  merchandize  they  import  on  the  native  commodities  of  this  realm,  to  be  exported  by  them  ? 

**  And,  becaufe  our  merchants  trading  into  the  Eaftland  countries,"  /.  e.  all  the  foutli 
fhores  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  "  were  wont  to  make  good  returns  by  corn,  which  they  have  no- 
*«  glcfted  of  late,  to  their  own  hurt,  and  the  hurt  of  the  kingdom,  confider  how  to  give  them 
**  encouragement,  fo  as  our  own  dominions  may  be  fupplied  in  time  of  want,  and  yet,  in 
**  time  of  plenty,  the  hu(bandry  of  tliis  realm  may  not  be  difcouraged. 

**  Confider  alfo,  that  whereas  our  Eaftland  merchants  did  formerly  lade  their  (hips  with 
**  undreflcd  hemp  and  flax,  in  great  quantities,  which  fet  great  numbers  of  our  people  on  work, 
**  in  drefling  the  fame,  and  converting  them  into  linen  cloth  ;  which  kind  of  trade,  we  un- 
**  derftand,  is  of  late  almoft  given  over,  by  bringing  in  of  hemp  and  flax  ready  dre(red,  and 
•*  that,  for  the  moft  part,  by  ftrangers;  how  may  this  be  redreflcd  ? 

V  And, 
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1622  "  And,  becaufe  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  been  much  taxed  by  many  for  exporting  the 
*'  coin  and  trcafure  of  this  realm,  to  furnifli  their  trade  withal,  or  that  which  would  other- 
*'  wife  have  come  in  hither,  for  the  ufe  of  our  fubjefts ;  and  that  they  do  not  return  fuch 
**  merchandize  from  India  as  doth  recompence  that  lofs  unto  our  kingdom;  we  authorize  you 
**  to  enquire  and  fearch,  whether  that  company  do  truly  and  juftly  perform  their  contract  with 
*«  us,  ccJnccining  the  carrying  out  of  money;  and  by  what  means  that  trade,  which  is  fpe- 
*'  cious  in  fliew,  may  really  be  made  profitable  to  the  public. 

**  And,  as  much  treafure  is  yearly  fpent  in  linen  cloth  imported,  at  dear  rates ;  and  for  that 
**  if  the  fifliery,  fo  much  defircd  by  us,  be  tlit>roughly  undertaken,  and  our  fhipping  increa- 
**  fed,  it  will  require  a  much  greater  produftion  of  hemp,  for  cordage,  &c.  in  the  fifliery ; 
**  which  would  fet  an  infinite  number  of  our  people  on  work;  confider  how  the  fowmg  of 
"  hemp  and  flax  may  be  encouraged. 

*'  Alfo,  how  the  cloth  and  fluffs,  made  of  our  own  wools,  may  be  more  frequently  wora 
'*  .by  our  ownfubj^fts. 

*•  All  which  you  fhall  report  and  certify  to  the  body  of  our  privy  council,  as  faft  as  the 
<*  feveral  points  (liall  be  duly  confidered  by  you."  •  ^ 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  merits  of  tliisxommifBon  of  enquiry,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
although  in  every  age  there  have  been,  and  probably  ever  will  be,  caufelefs  and  groundlefs 
complaints  of  the  decay  of  commerce,  yet  tlierc  feems,  at  this  time,  to  have  been  fome  real 
grounds  for  complaint :  for, 

Firft,  The  Hollanders  had  greatly  improved  their  woollen  manufafturcs,  which  now  con- 
Cderably  interfered  with  ours  in  foreign  parts. 

Secondly,  The  warm  difputes  between  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company  and  our  fepa- 
rate  traders  and  exporters  of  woollen  cloth  ran  high  at  tliis  time,  and  did  real  hurt  alfo  to  the 
vent  of  that  manufaflure. 

Thirdly,  As  we  fliall  prefcntly  fee,  that  the  general  balance  of  foreign  trade  went  this  year 
againft  us,  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  were  complaints  of  the  fcarcity  of  money. 

Fourthly,  The  Dutch  had  alfo,  at  this  time,  as  we  have  feen,  vaftly  increafed  their  her- 
ring and  cod-fifliery,  whilft  our  own  peoole  neglcfted  it  too  much.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  tiierefore,  that  our  navy  or  ftiipping  was,  at  this  time,  fo  much  ftiort  of  theirs.  But  with 
refpeft  to  the  exporting  from  Ireland  of  wool  and  yarn,  in  the  fecond  article,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  prevent  it  effeftually,  even  to  this  day,  notwithftanding  the  feveral  much  feverer  laws 
made  againft  that  pernicious  praftice  fince  thofe  times. 

As  for  the  query  in  the  firft  article,  "  Why  the  price  of  wool  is  fallen  ?"  That  is  anfwered 
already  by  the  King's  complaint  in  the  preamble,  *'  That  our  cloth  is  not  fo  much  demanded 
^*  beyond-fea  as  formerly  :" — And  furcly  the  importing  and  ufing  of  Irifli  and  Scotifli  wool, 
was  not  likely  to  make  it  rife  in  price.  What  relates  to  dying  ftuffs,  in  the  fourth  article, 
feems  a  groundlefs,  or  at  leaft  a  trifling  complaint ;  and  to  the  third  we  need  fay  nothing.— 
As  for  the  fixth,  we  have,  in  our  Introduftion,  and  in  the  feries  of  our  work,  fufficiently  en- 
larged on  companies,  with  and  without  joint  ftocks,  and  more  cfpecially  on  our  Eaft  India 
Company,  whofc  advocates  in  thofe  times,  as  we  have  feen,  feem  to  us  fufficiently  to  have 
anfwered  the  chief  objeft ions  of  their  enemies  ;  which  is,  alfo,  all  that  need  be  faid  by  way  of 
iinfwcr  to  the  fixth  query  of  the  King.  The  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  articles  rc- 
-qiiirc  no  particular  remark,  any  more  than  the  King's  firft,  fecond,  fourth,  feventh,  and 
eighth  queries.    His  defiling  to  revive,  in  bis  third  query,  the  obfoletc  and  imprafticable 
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1622  law  concerning  merchant-ftrangcrs  laying  out  all  their  money  on  our  own  merchandize,  to  be 
by  them  exported,  is  injudicious  :  but  our  importing  all  our  hemp  and  flax  rough,  as  in  the 
fifth  query,  is  very  right,  and  has  been,  fince  his  time,  almoft  always  praftifcd.  In  all  our 
Tefearches,  we  could  never  come  at  the  report  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  which  the  King  di- 
redls  to  be  made  to  the  body  of  his  privy  council :  but  thefe  brief  remarks  we  conceive  to  be 
fuiiicient. 

We  come  now  to  the  balance-general  of  England's  commerce  for  tiiis  fame  year  1622,  end- 
ing at  Chriftmas,  as  exhibited  by  Mr.  Miflelden,  in  his  quarto  trcatife,  entitled,  The  Circle 
of  Commerce,  p.  121,  printed  in  the  year  1623,  viz. 

**  The  total  amount  of  exportations,  including  therein  the  cuftom,  at 
five  per  cent,  on  fuch  goods  as  pay  poundage,  the  impoft  on  bayes,  tin, 
lead,  and  pewter,  and  the  merchant's  profit  of  fifteen  per  cent,  together 
"**  with  freiglit  and  petty  charges,  was  —  —  —  21,320,436  12  10 

**  II.  The  total  imports,  in  which  is  included  ninety-one  thoufand  and 
^*  fifty-nine  pounds  eleven  fhillings  and  feven-pence  cufloms,  and  one 
•**  hundred  thoufand -pounds  for  fine  run  goods,  &c.  —  —  2,619,315    o    o 
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Balance  lofl  to  England  this  year  by  her  foreign  commerce,  '    ^.  298,878     7     2 

This  accurate  author  gives  us  alfo  the  total  amount  of  the  cufloms  of  England,  both  out- 
•ward  and  inward,  for  the  faid  year  1622,  viz.  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  two  hun- 
-dred  and  twenty-two  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  eleven-pence.  And  their  then  method  of 
computing  the  total  value  of  exports  and  imports  was,  in  both  cafes,  to  multiply  the  total  of 
the  cuftoms  paid,  by  twenty :  which,  however,  is  fince  thought  to  be  liable  to  great  excep- 
tions ;  and  fo,  probably,  will  every  other  method  prove,  tliat  can  be  praSifed  for  the  end  of 
exactly  flating  a  general  national  balance  of  trade. 

Under  the  year  1613,  we  gave,  from  the  fame  author,  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of  En«-- 
land  to  have  been  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  and  feventy-five  pounds  feven  Ihil- 
lings  and  eight-pence.  So  tliat  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  King  James's  complaint,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  preceding  commiflion  of  enquiry,  of  the  decay  of  his  cuftoms  at  this  time, 
%vithoutan  imputation  too  obvious  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign. 

Pcnfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intcreft  of  Holland-,  acquaints  us,  that,  in  this  year,  the 
Dutch,  for  preventing  any  difturbance  in  their  whale  fifhery,  erefted  an  exclufive  company 
for  it;  wiio,  by  their  own  power  and  ftrength,  might  proteft  their  fifhery :  which  fifhery 
however,  was  laid  open,  in  the  year  1643,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Seven  Provinces;  at  a 
time  when  neither  the  Engiifh,  who  were  engaged  in  a  civil  war,  nor  the  Danes,  by  reafon  of 
the  increafing  power  of  the  Swedes,  were  able  to  hurt  them«  But,  upon  the  breaking  out  of 
the  fecond  war  with  England,  the  Hollanders  could  neither  fpare  their  (hips  of  war  nor 
mariners  to  protcft  the  great  number  of  their  Greenland  fliips  ;  wherefore  the  States  prohibit- 
ed their  fubjcfts  from  fifhing  there  at  all. 

King  James  I.  feems  ftill  to  have  had  the  propagation  of  the  filk-worm  much  at  heart.     He 
in  this  fame  year,  earneflly  exhorted  the  Virginia  Company  to  fit  about  the  cultivating  muU 
fccrry  trees  for  that  end,  as  well  as  for  the  planting  of  vineyards,  fending  thither  printed  in* 
ilruftions  for  thofe  purpofes.     I'he  Earl  of  Southampton  alfo,  as  Prefident  of  that  Company 
Vox-  IL  P  p  fea't 
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»622  fent  a  preiCng  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  their  diftributing  copies  of  thofe  In«> 
ilruftions  ail  over  the  colony. 

In  the  fame  year.  Sir  William  Alexander,  who  had  got  feveral  noblemen  and  gentlemett 
of  Scotland  to  be  fharers  with  him,  fent  a  colony  of  Scots  to  Nova  Scotia,  who  named  tlie 
peninfula,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundi,  Nova  Caledonia,  and  the  other >part  on  the 
north  end,  Nova  Alexandria.  Heylin's  Cofmography,  p.  1024.  And,  for  the  better  enabling 
him  to  fettle  that  plantation,  King  James  granted  him  a  Scotch  patent,  for  advancing  a  num* 
ber  of  pcrfons  to  the  hereditary  dignity  of  baronets  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  this  was  not  perfeAed 
till  1625.  They  were  at  firft  diftinguilhed  from  the  Englifli  baronets  by  a  ribbon  of  orange 
tawney :  yet,  after  coniiderable  labour  and  expence,  that  colony  came  to  nothing.— See  the 
year  1625. 

The  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  now  afliftcd  Schah  Abbas,  King  of  PerCa,  in  the  taking 
of  the  once  famous  town  and  iflcs  of  Ormus  from  the  Portuguefe.  For  which  great  fervicc 
our  Company  had  half  the  booty,  and  certain  immunities  alfo  granted  to  them,  as  particular- 
ly, to  keep  the  caftle  of  Ormus,  (foon  after  broken  tlirough)  and  to  enjoy  half  the  cuftoms  of 
Gombroon,  whither  the  commerce  of  Ormus  was  removed,  though  till  then  only  an  incon- 
iidcrable  village ;  which  benefits,  fome  fay,  that  company  enjoyed  for  fifty  years  following^ 
being  valued  at  forty  thoufand  pounds  yearly :  but  which  the  company  afterwards  rclinquiflied, 
upon  the  commencement  of  a  war  between  Perfia  and  the  Mogul,  for  a  certain  allowance  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  yearly;  long  fince,  probably,  in  difufe.  The  Portuguefe  removed 
thereupon  to  Mofchat,  in  the  Pcrfian  Gulph,  on  the  eaftcoaft  of  Arabia;  which  they  fortified, 
and  foon  brought  to  be  a  place  of  great  traffic,  till  they  were  driven  from  thence  by  the  Princes 
of  that  country.     So  that  Mofchat  is  now  a  decayed  place. 

In  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  417,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  again  commands  all  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  (privy  counfcllors,  and  the  fervants  of  the  King's  and  Prince's 
boufliolds  excepted)  and  all  gentlemen  who  have  feats  in  the  country,  forthwith  to  leave 
London,  and  to  attend  their  fervice  in  the  feveral  counties,  to  celebrate  the  fcaft  of  Chriflmas, 
and  to  keep  hofpitality  there;  **  which,"  adds  this  arbitrary  King,  **  is  now  the  more  need- 
^*  ful,  aa  this  is  a  time  of  fcarcity  and  dearth.'*  And,  in  a  fecond  proclamation,  he  enjoins 
them  not  only  to  remain  at  dieir  feats  in  tlie  faid  Chriftmas  time,  but  always,  till  his  further 
pleafure  be  known.  Alfo,  diat  widows  of  diftinftion  be  included  in  this  order :  and  that  fuch 
lords  and  gentlemen  as  may  have  law  bufinefs  in  London  do  leave  their  families  in  the 
country. 

The  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  had,  at  this  time,  pofleflion  of  none  of  the  Spice  Iflands, 
excepting  Amboyna,  where  they  had  been  fettled  for  about  two  years  paft.  It  having  been 
agreed  between  the  two  Companies,  that  the  Dutch  Ihould  enjoy  two  thirds,  and  the  Englifli 
Company  one  third  part  of  its  cloves,  it  being  almoft  the  only  ifle  producing  that  fort  of  fpice* 
But,  at  the  dofe  of  riiis  year  1622,  our  people  were  driven  from  this  ifle,  in  a  moft  tragical 
manner;  Whether  Captain  Towerfon,  and  the  reft  of  our  faftory  there,  had  really  formed  a 
confpiracy,  as  the  Dutch  allege,  to  feize  the  caftle,  and  to  expel  the  Dutch  from  that  ifland, 
does  not  at  all  appear  certain  from  the  evidences  produced :  and  even  granting  that  it  had 
been  plainly  made  out,  yet  their  barbarous  racking  and  tormenting  of  our  people,  for  extort- 
ing a  confeflion  of  it,,  was  moft  inhuman,  and  rather  argued  a  fettled  defign  to  get  rid  of  the 
Englifli  from  thence  at  any  rate.  It  is,  however,  a  moft  difagreeable  fubjeft  to  dwell  upon ; 
let  it  therefore  fufficc  briefly  to  obfcrve,  that  ten  of  our  people  loft  their  lives  in  confequence 

of 
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.1622  of  that  accufation,  and  the  reft  were  fent  away  to  the  next  Englilh  fettlement.  So  tlie  Dutch 
had  now  the  fole  podefBon  of  all  tlie  fpice  iflands.  Our  Company  made  heavy  and  juft  com- 
plaints of  that  barbarity,  yet  no  violence  was  offered  to  the  Dutch  Company  on  that  account, 
nor  any  reparation  made  to  our  Company  till  tlie  year  1654. 

When,  formerly,  party  and  national  heats  have  run  high  in  Engla&d,'this  cruel  proceeding 
at  Amboyna  has  frequently  been  made  ufe  of  to  blacken  tlie  whole  Dutch  nation :  a  method 
which  all  nations  and  parties  have  often  too  much  pradifed  mutually  againft  each  other.  The 
Dutch  Company  publifhed  a  large  remonftrance,  in  their  vindication,  in  the  year  1632;  which 
was  fully  and  fharply  replied  to,  in  that  fame  year,  by  the  Englifli  Company. 

In  this  fame  vol.  xvii.  p.  441,  &c,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  meet  with  a  contrafl  between  King 
James  and  two  undertakers,  for  viftualling  the  Navy-royal ;  wherein  we  fee  the  kind  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  alfo  the  quantities  and  times  allowed  to  the  failors,  viz. 

"  Every  man's  daily  allowance  was  one  pound -of  bifcuit,  one  gallon  of  beer,  two  pounds 
•*  of  beef,  with  fait,  four  days  in  the  week ;  t)r  elfc,  inftead  of  beef,  for  two  of  thofe  four  days, 
^*  one  pound  of  bacon  or  pork,  and  one  pint  of  peafe,  as  heretofore  hath  been  ufed  and  ac- 
*'  cuftomed,  fays  this  record :  and  for  the  other  three  days  of  ibc  week,  one  quarter  of  ftock- 
^*  fifh,  half  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  butter,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  cheefe.  Saving  for 
**  the  Friday,  to  have  the  quantity  of  fifli,  butter,  and  cheefe,  but  ibr  one  meal:  or  elfe,  in* 
'*  Head  of  ftock-fifh,  fuch  quantity  of  other  fifh  or  herrkigs  as  the  time  of  the  year  fhall 
^*  afford. 

**  The  purfers  to  be  paid,  by  the  faid  undertakers,  for  neceflaries ;  as  wood,  candles,  diflics, 
**  cans,  lanthorns,  &c.  viz.  in  fervice,  at  fea,  fix-pence  for  every  man  per  month,  and,  in 
**  harbour,  twelve-pence ;  and  two  Ihillings  to  every  (hip  for  lading  charges  by  the  month. 

**  The  undertakers  to  have  the  ufe  of  all  his  Majefty's  brew-houfes,  bake-houfcs,  mills,  and 
^*  other  ftore-houfes,  as  well  at  Tower-hill  as  at  Dover,  Partfmouth,  and  Rochefter,"  thefe 
ahen  muft,  probably,  have  been  all  the  Navy-royal  ports  of  England  for  viftualling,  &c. 
**  paying  the  fame  rent  as  former  contraftors  paid. 

**  The  allowance  to  the  faid  contraftors  was,  for  every  man's  viduals,  in  liar  hour,  feven* 
**  pence  halfpenny ;  and,  at  fea,  eight-pence  per  day. 

"  The  faid  contraAors,  Sir  Allen  Apfley  and  Sir  Sampfon  Darrell,  were  her«5by  to  enjoy 
^*  during  life  the  title  and  office  of  General  Purveyors  of  the  Viftuals  of  his  Majefty's  Navy.** 

In  this  year  Gerard  Malynes  firft  publilhed  his  book,  which  was  once  in  fome  efteem,  en- 
titled. Lex  Mercatoria,  in  folio.  In  which  work  he  makes  the  quantity  of  woollen  goods  of 
all  forts,  broad  and  narrow,  long  and  fhort,  made  yearly  in  all  England,  to  amount  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pieces  or  cloths ;  befide  the  new  draperies,  called  perpetuanas,  &c..^ 
Yet  he  is  fo  incorreA  and  fo  wide  from  probability  in  other  matters,  that  there  is  no  depend- 
ing on  him.  For  infiance,  he  makes  the  number  of  people  in  England  to  be  fixteen  millions 
eight  hundred  thoufand,  and  in  Scotland  nine  millions ;  in  Ireland  live  thoufand  five  hundred 
parifhes  5  and  in  Frailce  twenty-two  millions  of  people.  ^ 

At  this  time  acontro^erfy  arofe,  in  print,  between  Malynes,  who  was  a  Netherlander,  and 
had  been  much  employed  by  King  James  in  mercantile  and  money  matters,  and  Edward  Mif- 
felden,  Efq;  an  eminent  merchant  of  London ;  concerning  the  balance  of  commerce  running 
againft  us,  as  before  ftated,  and  for  redrefling  the  fcarcity  of  money,  then  much  com*- 
f  lained  oC 

P  p  a  Malynes 
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1622  Malynes  propofcd,  as  a  means  for  keeping  our  money  at  home,  to  alter  the  courfe  of  ex- 
change by  authority :  a  wild  and  injudicious  fancy :  as  if  foreigners,  beyond  fca,  would  be 
direfted,  againft  their  own  palpable  intcreft,  to  regard  any  laws  made  in  England  of  that  kind. 
This  was  in  his  work,  entitled.  The  Canker  of  England's  Commonwealth,  dedicated,  in  the 
year  1621,  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Secretary  of  State;  and  in  his  treatife  which  he  called  his 
Little  Fifli  and  his  Great  Whale.  Mr.  Miflelden,  in  a  duodecimo,  printed  in  1622,  en- 
titled, **  Free  Trade,  or  the  Means  to  make  Trade  flourilh,"  difplayed  the  folly  of  compulfior^ 
in  fuch  matters ;  and  more  fully  in  a  quarto  treatife,  in  1623,  which  he  called,  The  Circle  of 
Commerce;  *'  wherein  (and  in  another,  entitled.  Free  Trade)  he  explained  the  bulinefs  of 
*^  mercantile  exchange  as  it  is  underftood  at  this  day,  and  the  wcaknefs  of  attempting  to  re^- 
**  gulate  by  public  authority  what  is  principally  governed  by  our  imports  and  exports ; — hy 
**  the  greater  or  lefs  demand  for  money  at  home  and  beyond  fea  ^ — by  wars — famines — pefti- 
**  lences,  and  by  other  accidental  caufes  :  all  which  render  it  impoflible  to  regulate  exchanges 
^'  by  authoritative  means  in  dealings  with  other  nations.  For,  although  it  may  be  true,  as 
*^  Malynes  alledged,  that  the  undervaluing  of  our  own  monies,  in  comparifon  with  the  mo* 
**  nies  of  foreign  nations,  may  contribute  fomewhat  to  the  overbalance,  or  to  the  exchange 
**  go"^  againft  us,  yet  the  principal  caufe  wiJl  ever  be  found  to  be,  the  greater  value  of  our 
••  importation  of  foreign  goods  than  of  our  own  merchandize  exported." — This  Malynes 
would  not  admit,  but  obftinately  inlifted,  that  exchange  abfolutely  over-rules  all  money  and 
merchandize ;  and  that  a  royal  proclamation,  for  raifing  the  value  of  our  money  equal  to,  or 
rather  higher  than  foreign  monies,  would  effectually  turn  the  exchange  and  alfo  the  balance 
of  trade  in  our  favour. 

Malynes  alfo  furioufly  attacked  Mr.  MMclden^s  laft-mentioned  treatife,  in  one  he  named 
The  Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce.  Much  acrimony  appeared  in  this  difpute,  and  alfo 
an  afFe£tation,  agreeable  to  the  King's  own  genius,  of  quotations  from  ancient  Greek  and 
Latin  authors,,  on  a  point  utterly  unknown  to  both  Greeks  and  Romans :  they  even  now 
and  then  dragged  into  their  fervicc  an  Hebrew  fentence,  for  the  greater  edification  of  their 
Englifli  readers.  MiiTelden,  upon  the  whole,  had  plainly  the  advantage  of  his  conceited  an- 
tagonift;  and  judicioufly  treats  of  the  true  caufes  of  the  general  balance  of  trade,  then  fup-^ 
pofed  to  be  running  againft  us,  viz.  "  the  confumption  of  unneceftary  foreign  wares,  for 
**  mere  luxury ; — the  lofs  of  our  Eaft  India  ftock,  by  the  violences  of  the  Dutch  Company  ;— 
**  piracies  of  the  Barbary  rovers  ; — the  wars  of  Europe ; — the  negleft  of  the  fiftiery ;— the  nev^r 
**  improvements  of  other  nations  in  manufaAures  ; — the  decay  of  our  own  draperies,  &c."-— 
His  Free  Trade  was  reprinted  in  the  year  1651,  and  is  well  worth  the  perufal  even  at  this 
day. 

The  judicious  Mr.  Munn,  in  his  treatife,  entitled,  England's  Treafure  by  foreign  Trade^ 
firft  printed  in  the  year  1664,  p.  103,  has  the  following  juft  remark,  viz.  "  In  vain,  therefore, 
**  has  Gerard  Malynes  laboured  fo  long,  and  in  fo  many  printed  books,  to  make  the  world 
**  believe,  that  the  undervaluing  of  our  money  in  exchange  does  exhauft  our  treafure,.  which 
«*  is  a  mere  fallacy  of  the  caufe,  attributing  that  to  a  fecondary  means  whofe  effedls  are 
*•  wrought  by  another  principal  efficient,  and  would  alfo  come  to  pafs  although  the  faid  fe- 
condary means  were  not  at  all.  As  vainly  alfo  hath  he  propounded  a  remedy,  by  keeping 
tlic  price  of  exchange  by  bills  at  the  par  pro  pari  ^  by  public  authority,  which  were  a  new- 
*•  found  office,  without  example  in  any  part  of  the  world,  being  not  only  fruitlefs  but  alfo 

"  hurtful,** 
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1622  "  hurtfuL"  Thofe  old  treatifes  are  long  fince  out  of  print,  and  are  become  foracwhat  fcarcet 
which  has  made  the  particular  mention  of  them  to  be  the  more  neceflary. 

We  fhall  clofe  this  year  with  juft  obferving,  that,  by  tlie  induftry  of  the  Englilh  Ruflia, 
Ea(l  India,  and  Merchant-adventurers  Companies,  and  their  building  of  fo  many  ftout  fhips, 
the  commerce  of  the  Hans-towns  was  now  become  greatly  decayed ;  more  efpccially  thofe  ports 
on  the  fouth  ihores  of  the  Baltic  Sea:  their  ancient  fplendor  and  iaHuence  was  much  abated. 
The  French  Kings,  Louis  XI.  Charles  VIII.  Louis  XII.  and  Francis  I.  had  beftowcd  great 
privileges  on  them.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  great  loans  of  money  from  them :  and  wc 
have  elfcwhere  related,  that  King  Henry  the  Third  of  England  had  incorporated  them  at  Lon- 
don as  a  trading  guild,  in  acknowledgement  of  their  affiilance  in  his  naval  wars,  and  alfo  for 
money  they  had  lent  him.  Bat  what  availed  allthefe  coniiderations,  under  their  now  general 
declenfion. 

1623  The  firft  record  in  the  Foedera,  of  the  year  1623-,  "^^^^  ^^"'  P"  447»  "  *  "^^  proclamation 
of  King  James,  ■  in  the  manner  and  ftile  of  his  former  ones,  againft  his  fubjefts  eating  of  flcfti 
in  Lent,  a^ld  on  other  fifti  days  ;  "  for  the  maintenance  of  the  navy  and  (hipping,  a  principal 
*•  ftrength  of  this  ifland ;  and  for  the  fparing  and  incrcafing  of  fleih  viftuals.'* 

In  p.  450,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  the  grant  of  King  James  to  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, empowering  their  preiidents  and  councils  in  India,  or  their  council  of  defence  there,. 
to  punifh  all  capital  or  other  crimes  committed  on  land  in  India,  either  by  martial  or  by 
common  law,  as  the  ieveral  cafes  may  require :  fo  as  every  criminal  be  tried  by  a  jury  of 
twelve  men.  In  this  grant  the  King  recites  one,  of  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  which 
empowered  this  Company  to  punifh  offences  committed  in  their  fhips  whilft  at  fea.  But  it  is 
not  in  the  Fcedera. 

And,  Ibid,  p.  466,  we  have  that  King^s  new  proclamation  for  obliging  perfons  of  quality 
and  land  eftates  to  withdraw  to  their  country  feats,  for  the  promoting  of  hofpitality,  &c. 

In  the  fame  vol,  xvii.  p.  483,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  complaints  being  made  by 
foreign  Princes,  as  well  as  by  the  bulk  of  the  merchants  of  England,  **  that  fundry  of  our 
merchants  for  their  particular  profit,  fupplied  the  rovers  of  Algiers  and  Tunis  with  am- 
munition and  military  weapons,  as  artillery,  &c,  and  alfo  with  provifions  ;  whereby  they 
**  were  enabled  to  difturb  our  own  commerce,  as  well  as  that  of  other  Chrifiian  nations  ;** 
King  James  I.  therefore  **  UriAly  prohibits  his  fubjefts  from  fupplying  thofe  rovers  with  any 
"  of  the  faid  particulars •" 

There  being,  in  this  fame  year,  petitions  to  King  James  I.  by  adventurers  in  the  Virginia 
and  Somer  Ides  Companies,  reprefenting  the  mifmanagements  of  thofe  two  colonies,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  their  profperity  was  retarded  ;  King  James,  in  p.  490,  ibid,  ifiued  a  com- 
mifiion  to  the  Lord  Chief  Jufticc  Jones,  and  others,  **  for  taking  into  their  confideration  all 
*•  letters-patent,  commiilions,  orders,  &c.  relating  to  thofe  two  colonies :  who  were  alfo 
**  empowered  to  enquire  into  all  fums  of  money,  levied  cither  by  the  contributions  of  adven- 
•*  turers,  or  by  voluntary  gifts,  bequefts,  lotteries,  coUeftions,  and  adventures,  or  in  maga- 
zines, &c.  for  the  furtherance  of  the  faid  plantations ;  and  how  the  fame  has  been  expend- 
ed : — alfo  what  laws  and  orders  the  faid  colonies  have  made«  contrary  to  the  royal  charters  : 
and  into  any  frauds  and  other  mifmanagements  which  may  have  caufed  the  hindrance  of  their 
**  profperity, — And,  laftly,  to  lay  down  methods  for  the  reareffing  of  fuch  grievances,  and 
"  for  reftoting  the  profperity  of  the  laid  colonies  J* 
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In  p.  498,  ibid.  King  James  I.  ftill  continues  the  old  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num to  his  phyfician  in  ordinary,  in  tlie  pcrfon  of  Dr.  Matthew  Lifter. 

The  firft  cxclufivc  term  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  expiring  in  March  1623,  the 
States  General  granted  a  furtlier  term  of  twenty-one  years  longer ;  after  the  Company  had 
made  a  dividend  to  the  proprietors  of  twenty -five  per  cent,  for  the  year  1622 :  after  which 
their  commerce  flourifhed  and  increafed  fo  much,  that  they  enlarged  the  number  of  their  fhips 
every  yean  , 

In  vol.  xvii.  p.  498,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  King 
James  I.  of  England,  and  Michael  Pheodorowitz,  Czar  of  Mufcovy.  What  relates  to  com- 
jnerce  is  in  fubftance  as  follows  ;  viz. 

Article  VII.  **  If,  under  colour  of  commerce,  any  merchants  or  others  (hall  carry  warlike 
**  ammunition  to  the  enemy  of  either  party,  it  Ihall  not  be  imputed  to  the  Princes  of  either 
*^  fide  as  any  breach  of  friendlhip ;  but  the  party  offending  fhall  take  the  peril  upon  his  own 
**  head. 

XI.  **  All  fuch  privileges  and  grants,"  for  freedom  of  commerce,  as  by  treaties  have  been 
-*'  granted  to  the  Englifh  merchants  by  his  renowned  Majefty  of  all  Ruffia,  and  his  noble  pro- 
^*  genitors,  Ihall  remain  in  full  force.  And,  by  virtue  of  this  alliance,  the  fubjefts  of  both 
•*  Princes  may,  by  fea  and  land,  freely  traffic  to  each  others  countries  in  all  kind  of  merchan- 
**  dize ;  and  may  buy  up  and  freely  tranfport  away  all  manner  of  jewels,  precious  ftones,  and 
**  whatfoever  elfc  fitting  for  both  tlic  Princes  treafuries,  as  freely  as  if  they  were  the  natives  of 
**  tlic  felf-famc  country. 

•*  Provided,  That  this  freedom  of  commerce  be  undcrftood  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
^*  for  all  fuch  merchants  only,  and  none  other,  as  are  allowed  to  trade  into  the  dominions  of 
**  Ruffia^  by  the  licence  of  their  Sovereign,  and  according  to  tlie  gracious  letters  and  privi- 
•*  leges  granted,  and  to  be  gi^ntcd  hereafter  to  the  Englifh  merchants  by  his  renowned  Ma- 
*'  jefty  of  all  Ruffia,  and  the  Right  Reverend  great  Lord  and  holy  Patriarch  of  all  Ruffia;  and 
'^  on  the  part  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  Czar  of  Ruffia,  for  all  fuch  of  his  merchants  as  fliall  be 
<<  by  him  allowed  to  trade  into  Great  Britain,  and  none  other. 

X.  "  And  fuch  Englilh  fubjefts  trading  to  Ruffia,  and  Ruffia  fubjefts  trading  to  England, 
<*  without  fuch  licences  from  their  reipe£tive  fovereigns,  ihall  be  feized  and  delivered  up  to 
^*  the  refpeftive  agents  of  each  nation. . 

XI.  XII  '*  The  merchants  in  both  countries  fhall  be  prote£ted  from  all  Injuries,  and  haVe 
'*  equal  juftice  done  them  as  the  native  fubjefis  have. 

XIII.  "  Perfons  guilty  of  death  fhall  not  fuffer  death,  nor  be  put  to  the  torture,  till  an 
*•  anfwer  from  their  refpcftive  fovereigns  fhall  be  received  concerning  them. 

XIV.  **  The  merchants  in  cither  country  fhall  not  be  diflurbed  on  account  of  difference 
**  in  religion. 

XV.  XVI.  XVII.  and  XIX.  "  Ambaffadors,  meflcngers,  and  pofls,  and  merchants  go* 
**  ing  along  with  them,  of  both  the  contrafting  parties,^  fhall  freely  and  fafely  pafs  and  repafs 
**.in  all  parts  of  both  countries,  with  their  attendants,  goods,  &c.  And  if  either  Prince 
**  fhall  have  occafion  to  fend  fuch  into  other  countries,  through -the  countries  of  the  other 
**  contra&ing  parties,  viz,  into  Germany,  France,  Spain,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Nether* 
••  land,  or  unto  and  from  Perfia,  Turkey,  and  other  parts  of  the  Eaft,  not  in  open  hoflility 
f  ^  with  either  party  i  they  fhall  freely  pafs,  with  all  their  goods  and  people,  and  have  due 
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1623  "  convoy  by  land  and  water,     And,  in  cafe  of  death  on  their  journey,  their  goods  fliall  be 
**  fafcly  kept,  for  thofe  who  (hall  have  a  right  to  thcfti. 

XVIII.  "  In  cafe  of  Ihipwrcck  on  the  coafts  of  either  Prince,  the  goods  fhall  be  faved  for 
"  the  benefit  of  the  owners." 

King  James  now  iffucd  a  proclamation,  p.  519,  ibid,  wherein  he  obferves,  "  That,  in 
*'  times  of  dearth,  the  poorer  fort  of  his  people  are  pinched  with  the  great  want  and  dear 
"  prices  of  corn.— That  the  treafure  of  the  kingdom  alfo,  in  thofe  times,  is  much  cxhaufted, 
•*  in  providing  of  corn  from  foreign  parts.  And,  on  the  contrary,  in  times  of  plenty,  the 
**  farmers,  by  the  low  prices  of  corn,  are  hardly  able  to  fupport  their  neceflary  charge,  and 
"  pay  their  rents.  And,  forefeeing,  as  well  by  reafon  as  by  example  of  foreign  nations,  that 
**  fuch  things  may  not  only  in  fomc  good  meafurc  be  remedied,  but  alfo  the  increafe  of  tillage 
«*  may  be  procured,  and  the  better  vending  of  our  native  commodities,  ftrength  to  our  fhip- 
"  ping>  and  the  breeding  of  many  mariners,  by  the  erefting  of  magazines  of  corn,  which,  iii 
"  times  of  fcarcity,  may  fervc  to  keep  down  the  price  of  foreign  corn  ;  and  in  times  of  plenty 
**  may  keep  up  the  price  of  our  home  corn,  at  fuch  reafonablc  rates  as  will  well  maintain  the 
•*  hufbandman's  labour  and  hold  up  the  gentleman's  rents.  Upon  deliberate  advice  witli  our 
•*  Privy  Council,  we  ordain, 

I.  "  That  magazines  of  corn  (hall  and  may  beere£ted  by  fuch  merchants  and  others  as  (liall 
•*  be  willing  to  adventure  therein,  in  the  ports  and  places  after-mentioned,  viz.  London, 
«*  Dover,  Portfmouth,  Southampton,  Briflol,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Ipfwich,  Lynn,  Yarmouth, 
*'  Hull,  York,  Newcaftle,  Chefter,  Liverpool,  and  Haverfordweft ;  and  in  all  the  (hire  towns 
•*  of  this  realm. 

II.  '*  And  to  the  intent  that  the  faid  magazines  may  be  ftored  with  corn,  we  hereby  declare, 
•*^  that  any  of  our  fubjefts  may  import  cornfor  the  faid  magazines  from  foreign  parts,  in  fuch 
**  quantities  as  they  (liall  tliink  fit,  paying  only  the  cuftoms  and  fubfidies  of  the  prefent  book 
•*  of  rates. 

III.  *'  And  any  perfon  may  buy  and  provide,  within  this  realm,  for  the  ftorirtg  and  furni(h- 
ing  of  the  faid  magazines,  fuch  quantities  of  Englifh  corn  as  to  them  (hall  fcem  good, — at 
fuch  times  only,  as  the  moft  ufual  prices  of  Englifti  wheat  (hall  be  under  twenty-three  (hiU 
lings  the  quarter,  (this  fcems  to  have  been  the  moderate  or  mean  price  of  wheat  corn  at  this 

**  time),  Engli(h  rye  under  eighteen  (hillings  the  quarter,  and  Engli(h  barley  under  fixteen 
(hillings  the  quarter,  refpeftivcly,  in  the  counties  where  the  fame  (hall  be  bought  and  '- 
provided. 

IV.  *•  And  for  the  better  encouragement  of  fuch  as  (hall  adventure  in  the  faid  magazines, 
we  are  well  pleafed,  that  fuch  foreign  corn  as  (hall  be  thither  brought,  may  be  freely  re- 
exported into  foreign  parts  heyond  the  fea  in  amity  with  us,  fo  as  at  the  time  of  fuch  tranf- 

**  portation  the  ufual  price  of  Englifli  corn  in  the  three  next  adjacent  counties  to  the  faid 
"  magazines  whence  fuch  tranfportation  (hall  be,  do  not  exceed  forty  (hillings  the  quarter ; 
*•  twenty-fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  rye,  and  twenty  (hillings  the  quarter  of  barjey,  refpec- 
**  tively.  But  when  the  prices  of  Englifh  corn  are  higher,  then  all  foreign  corn  (hall  be  kept 
*•  within  the  (aid  magazines,  to  be  fold  only  within  this  realm,  for  the  provifion  of  the 
**  fame. 

V.  **  And  when  EngH(h  corn  (Iiall  be  under  thirty-two  (hillings  the  quarter  of  wheat, 
**  eighteen  (hillings  rye,  and  fixteen  (hillings  barley ;  then  no  foreign  corn  (hall  be  fold  within 
**  this  realm  for  any  otlier  purpofc  but  only  to  be  (lored  and  laid  up  .in  the  faid  magazines, 
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1623  **  or  to  be  (ranfported  beyond  fea,  paying  the  due  cuftoms  and  fubfidies  for  the  Englifh  corn; 
^*  to  the  intent  the  price  of  Englifh  corn  may  be  held  up,  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmer,  and 
•**  that  fuch  corn  fo  to  be  tranfported  may  return  a  proportion  of  coin,  for  the  replenilhing  of 
<«  the  treafure  of  this  kingdom. 

VI.  "  Upon  re-exportation  of  the  faid  foreign  corn  no  duties  (hall  be  paid. 

VII.  "  The  exporter  of  fuch  foreign  corn  Ihall  make  oath  that  it  did  not  grow  in  this 
"  realm." 

This  plaufible  fcheme,  however,  did  not  take  place. 

Magazines  of  corn  at  Dantzic  and  Amfterdam,  it  is  plain,  have  been  found  extremely  ufe- 
ful  and  profitable  to  thofe  two  cities ;  though,  perhaps,  they  might  not  anfwer  fo  well  in  Eng- 
land. At  leaft,  fuch  a  fcheme  as  that  we  have  juft  been  reciting  muft  undergo  a  ftriftcr  ex- 
amination, and  receive  many  improvements^  before  it  could  be  reduced  to  praftice  in  our 
days. 

In  the  fame  fcventeenth  volume,  p.  528,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  again  iflues  his  pro- 
clamation againfl  his  fubjedts  eating  of  fiefh  in  Lent  and  on  other  fifh  days  ;  flill  ailigning  the 
fame  reafons  as  in  his  former  prohibitions. 

In  this  year  Malynes,  in  his  Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce,  already  mentioned,  by  way 
of  anfwer  to  Mifleldcn's  Circle  of  Commerce,  gives  us  the  price  of  Eaft  India  merchandize 
both  there  and  here,  viz. 

In  India*     Pepper,  per  pound  weight,        aid.  In  England,  20d.  or8    toi. 

X^loves,  9  ^.  5  J.  or  6^  to  I. 

Nutmegs,  4  d.  31.  or  9    to  i« 

Mace,  2d,  6  s.  or^g    to  i. 

Indigo,  is.     2  d.  51.  or  44- to  x. 

Raw  filk,  8^.     o  d.  20s.  or  2I  to.i* 

The  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  now  met  with  fo  much  good  luck,  in  their  taking  of 
Spanilh  prizes,  that  they  raflily  made  fo  large  a  dividend  as  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  their  pro- 
prietors.    Puffendo^rf  obfervcs,  that  they  ruined  themfelves  by  making  fuch  large  dividends, 
and  by  tlieir  being  more  eager  for  conquefts  than  for  commerce. 
3624      The  great  complaints  in  England  againft  monopolies,  had,  as  we  have  related,  obliged  King 
James  I.  in  the  year  1610,  to  revoke  them  all  by  his  proclamation :  notwithftanding  which, 
that  King  and  his  Minillers,  ever  in  want  of  money,  fufFcred  themfelves  to  be  drawn  into 
new  ones  afterwards.     But,  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  year  1624,  his  necef- 
rfn'ics  obliged  him  to  call  a  Parliament ;  in  which  much  louder  complaints  were  made  againft 
4:hem  than  had  ever  been  done  before.     This  produced  an  aft  of  Parliament,  in  that  fame. year, 
cap.  3,  **  wher/sby  all  monopolies,  and  all  commiffions,  grants,  licences,  and  charters,  for- 
**  itierly  made  or  granted,  or  which  fliall  hereafter  be  granted,  either  to  perfons  or  corpora- 
**  tions,  for  the  folc  buying,  felling,  making,  working,  or  ufing,  of  any  thing,  are  made  void. 
**  And  alfo  the  power  to  difpenfe  witli  any  others,  or  to  give  leave  to  exercife  or  ufe  any 
thing,  againft  the  tenor  or  purport  of  any  law  or  ftatute  ;  or  to  compound  with  any  others 
for  any  penalty  or  forfeitures  limited  by  any  ftatute;  alfo,  that  all  proclamations,  iahihi- 
**  tions,  reftraints,  warrants  of  afliflance,  or  other  matters  whatever,  any  way  tending  to  the 
^*  inftituting,  furthering,  or  countenancing  the  fame,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  altogether  con* 
^'  trary  to  the  law-s  of  this  realm ;  and  fo  are  and  fliall  be  void  and  of  none  efFeft,  and  in  no- 
-**  wife  to  be  put  in  ufe  or  execution. — And  tliat  all  fuch  monopolies  Ihall  be  henceforth  for 
3  4«  ever 
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1624  "  ^^^^  ^^'^^^  ^^^  determined  by  the  common  law  of  this  realm,  and  not  olherwifc.  And  all 
"**  perfons  arc  hereby  difabled  to  ufc  any  monopoly ;  and  pcrfons  aggrieved  thereby  fliall  re, 
**'  cpver  treble  damages  and  double  cofts.  Excepting,  however,  patents  which  the  King  may 
^*  ftill  grant,  for  fourteen  years  and  no  more,  for  new-invented  manufaftures  or  arts,  never 
<*  praftifed  before,  and  not  being  mifchievous  to  the  State,  by  railing  fiC  prices  of  commo- 
•*  dities  at  home,  or  the  hurt  of  trade. — Saving  alfo  to  the  city  of  London,  and  other  cities 
"  and  towns  corporate,  their  charters  concerning  any  cuftoms  ufed  within  them,  or  unto  any 
**  corporations,  companies,  or  fellowfhips,  of  any  art,  or  of  any  company  of  merchants  ereft- 
**  ed  for  the  maintenance  and  enlargement  of  commerce. — Nor  fhall  this  aft  extend  to  char- 
**  ters  for  printing  ;  or  for  making  of  faltpetrt,  gunpowder,  cannon,  cannon-bullets,  Or  alum  : 
"  nor  to  Sir  Robert  Manfell's  patent  for  making  of  glafs  ; — nor  to  a  patent  for  making  of 
**  fmalt; — nor  to  another  for  fmelting  of  iron  with  pit  coal,  granted  to  Edward,  Lord 
«  Digby." 

By  another  ftatute  of  this  twenty-firft  year  of  King  James  L  cap.  17.  it  was  enaftcd  in  fub- 
ftance,  **  That  whereas  tlie  price  of  the  value  of  lands,  and  of  other  commodities  of  England, 
**  is  much  abated  ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  the  intereft  on  the  loan  of  money  continues  at 
**  fo  high  a  rate  as  ten  pounds  in  the  hundred  pounds  for  a  year;  it  was  therefore  now  enabled, 
that  no  perfon,  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1625,  fhall  direftly  or  indircftly 
take  for  the  loan  of  any  monies,  wares,  merchandize,  &c.  above  the  value  of  eight  pounds, 
for  the  forbearance  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  a  year.  And  all  bonds,  contrafts,  and  aflu- 
•*  ranees,  made  after  the  time  aforefaid,  for  any  ufury  above  the  rates  of  eight  pounds  per 
*'  cent.  Ihall  be  utterly  void  :  and  whoever  (hall  take  more,  by  way  and  means  of  any  corrupt 
**  bargain,  loan,  exchange,  chevifance,  fhift,  or  intereft  of  any  wares,  merchandize,  &c.  or 
by  any  deceitful  way  or  means,  or  by  any  covin,  engine,  or  deceitful  conveyance,  for  the 
forbearing  of  money,  or  other  thing  whatfoever,  more  than  eight  per  cent.  Ihall  forfeit 
treble  the  value  of  the  money,  &c.  fo  lent.  Scriveners,  brokfers,  folicitors,  and  drivers  of 
**  bargains  for  contracts  and  loans,  who  fliall  direftly  or  indireftly  take  for  brokerage,  foli- 
**  citing,  driving,  or  procuring  any  fuch  loan,  over  and  above  the  rate  of  five  (hillings  for 
**  every  hundred,  or  above  twelve-pence  for  making  the  bond,  (hall  forfeit  twenty  pounds, 
•*  and  be  iraprifoned  for  fix  months.  %This  aft  to  continue  for  fcven  years."  Now  follows 
what  is  (hamcful  to  appear  in  any  ftatutc-book,  after  what  has  been  jiift  enafted  : — "  Puovi- 
^'  dcd,  that  no  words  in  this  law  contained,  (hall  be  conftrued  or  expounded  to  allow  the 
**  praftice  of  ufury  in  point  of  religion  or  confcience  !"  Concerning  which  provifo,  enough 
has  already  been  faid  under  the  year  1546,  &c. 

This  law  was  made  perpetual  in  the  year  1628,  being  the  third  of  Charles  L  cap.  4. 
Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  fenior,  then  a  member  of  Parliament,  was  greatly  inftrumental  in 
obtaining  this  reduftion.  He  laid  before  the  Houfc  of  Commons  a  treatife,  which  he  after- 
wards printed,  againft  the  high  rate  of  intereft,  in  the  year  1623;  which  his  fon,  Sir  Thomas, 
reprinted  in  1668,  with  intent  to  get  intereft  brought  lower,  after beipg  reduced  to  fix  percent. 
The  fon  obferves,  That  this  aft  pafled  with  all  oppofition  imaginable ;  it  being  an  untrod- 
den path,  and  muft  therefoare  be  hewn  out  by  dint  of  reafon.  At  its  paffing,  a  zealous  oppo- 
fer  of  it  defired  it  might  be  remembered,  that  he  had  foretold  the  inconveniencics  that  would 
cnfuc.  Ill  anfwer  to  which,  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper  alfo  defired  it  might  be  remembered,  that 
he  had  prophcficd  many  happy  efFefts  from  jt,  viz. 
■    Vol.  IL  Q^g  Fiifi, 
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1624      Frrft,  To  the  King,  in  the  improvement  of  his  cuftoms. 

Secondly,  To  the  landlord^  in  the  advancement  of  his  rents^  and  the  price  of  his  inhe* 
ritance. 

Thirdly,  To  the  merchant,  in  the  quicknefs  of  his  trade,  and  benefit  of  his  returnsi 

Fourthly,  To  the  borrower,  in  the  cafe  of  his  condition,  &c. 

Hereupon  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Difcourfc  on  Trade,  firft  publiflied  in  1670,  remarks 
**  That  in  the  year  1635,  which  was  but  ten  years  after  the  making  of  this  law,  there  were 

more  merchants  to  be  found  on  tlie  Exchange  of  London,  worth  each  one  thoufand  pounds, 

and  upwards,  than  were  before  the  year  1600,  to  be  found  wortli  a  hundred  pounds  each. 

That  before  and  about  the  time  of  this  reduftion  of  intcreft,  the  current  price  of  lands  was 
•*  twelve  years  purchafe,  which  foon  after  rofe  confiderably  higher.     That  the  lowering  of 
**  intercft  enables  the  landlord  to  improve  his  eftatc,^  and  thereby  raife  his  rents.     That  it  en- 
**  ables  merchants' to  increafe  foreign  trade,  whereby  home  manufafturers  and  artificers  will  be 
**  increafed,.  as  alfo  our  ftock  of  other  ufeful  people;  and  the  poor  will  be  employed." 

N.  B.  In  this  fame  aft  of  the  twenty-firft  of  King  James,  the  word  intercft  was  the  firft 
time  ufed  for  the  forbearance  of  money,  in  its  modern  fenfe ;  although  tlic  word  ufury  be  alfo 
therein  ftill  applied,  in  the  fame  legal  fenfe  of  that  word. 

In  the  book  entitled  Cabala,  or  Myfteries  of  State,  we  find,  in  this  fame  year  1624,  *  letter 
from  Sir  William  Afton,  tlie  Englilh  ambafiador  in  Spain,  to  the  Lord  Conway,  fecretary  of 
ftate,  giving  advice,  **  That  three  Scotifh  Ihips,  with  all  their  ladings,  were  confifcated  at 
Malaga,  for  having  brought  thither  certain  Holland  commodities/'  Which  we  here  take  no- 
tice of  for  two  reafons,  viz. 

Firft,  and  principally,  As  fach  a  precedent  may,  poflibly,  be  of  ufe  hereafter,  in  difputes 
concerning  contraband  merchandize ;  and. 

Secondly,  To  (hew  the  Scots  had  fome  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  fo  early. 

As  tlie  making  of  rivers  navigable  is  of  gseat  benefit  to  commerce,  we  muft  obferve,  -under 
tliis  fame  year  1624,  that  an  aft  of  Parliament,  paficd  the  twenty-firft  of  King  James's  Teign, 
cap.  32.  for  making  the  river  Thames  navigable,  for  barges,  ligluers,  and  boats,  from  the 
village  of  Burcot,  feven  miles  on  this  fide  the  city  of  Oxford,  to  that  city  ;  **  for  the  convey- 
ance of  Oxford  free-ftone,  by  water,  to  the  city  of  London  ;  and  of  coals^  and  other  nccef- 

faries,  from  L^don  to  Oxford^  now  coming,  at  a  dear  rate,  only  by  land-carriage ;  where- 
**  by  the  roads  were  become  exceeding  bad."  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the  preamble 
of  tliis  aft  takes  notice,  **  Tliat  the  river  Thames,  for  many  miles  beyond  the  city  of  Ox- 
*'  ford  was  already  navigable  for  fuch  barges,  lighters,  &c.  and  alfo  from  Burcot  to  London.'* 
So  here  was  only  feven  miles  of  that  rivor  to  be  made  navigable.  AikI  that  whereas  an  aft  of 
the  third  year  of  this  King's, reign, .cap. .20.  did  not  anfwer  the  end,  viz.  for  clearing  the  paf- 
lage  by  water  from  London  to  Oxford,  and  beyond,  .it  was  therefore  hereby  repealed. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  34.  for  granting  King  James  L  threc-cntirc 
fubfidies,  and  three  fifteenths  and  tenths,  for  making  .war  againft  Spain,  there  was  a  refcrve 
of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  out  of  this  grant,  for  the  relief  of  decayed  cities  and  towns. 

This  old  way  of  granting  fupplies  to  the  crown  by  fifteenths  and  tenths,  has  puzzled  our 
modern  antiquarians,  who  feem  utterly  at  a  lofs,  at  this  day,  to  afcertain  the  exaft  manner  of 
levying  them,  though  fo  late  as  this  year.  And  this  is  the  laft  time  we  find  mention  of  that 
way  of  granting  aids  to  the  crown.  This  we  alfo  conceive  to  be  tlic  laft  time  that  mon.&y  was,. 
in  this  manner,  beftowed  on  decayed  cities  and  towns. 
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^6a4  As  the  freedom  of  commerce  depends  fo  greatly  on  the  prefcrving,  as  much  as  poflible,  a 
jitft  equilibrium  between  or  amongft  the  potentates  of  Europe,  it  was  impolitic  in  King  James 
the  Firft  to  aflift  in  aggrandizing  France,  more  cfpccially  by  lending  his  fhips  to  the  French 
King  in  this  fame  year,  1624,  for  enabling  him  to  reduce  the  Protcftant  city  of  Rochellc. — 
The  Dutch  too  were  equally  to  blame  in  this  refpeft.  Mr.  De  Witt,  in  his  Intcreft  of  Hoi- 
land,  dircftly  accufes  the  States,  or  rather  Prince  Maurice,  of  lending  (hips  for  reducing  their 
Proieftant  brethren  bcfieged  inRochelle.  It  would  furely  have  been  better  policy  to  have  af- 
lifted  thofe  opprefled  people,  even  though  there  had  been  no  ties  of  religion  in  the  cafe ;  in  or- 
der to  put  fome  rcftraint  on  the  growing  grcatnefs  of  the  French  monarchy.  It  is  true,  that. 
With  refpeft  to  England,  the  court  party  inthfc  HouTe  tff  Commons,  on  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham's impeachment,  in  the  next  reign,  alleged,  and  perhaps  truly,  that  it  was  ftipulated  by 
King  James,  that  his  fhips  Ihould  not  be  employed  either  againft  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle, 
or  any  others  of  the  Protcftant  religion  in  France :  yet,  in  faft,  they  were  fo  employed.  De 
Witt  alfo,  a  mortal  foe  to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  in  another.part  of  that  work,  **  accufes  Prince 
**  Maurice  and  his  cabinet-council,  of  breaking  the  balance  of  power  between  France  and 
**  Spain,  to  the  prejudice  of  all  Europe,  by  making  the iFormer  crown  preponderate  over  the 
•*  latter."  It  myft  be  admitted,  neverthelefs,  that  there  were  plaufible  pretexts  both  for  Eng- 
land and  Holland's  taking  fuch  fteps,  at  this  time. 

With  refpeft  to  England,  in  particular,  the  breaking  off  the  Spanish  match,  the  taking  of 
the  Palatinate  from  King  James's  fon-in-law,  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  then  clofely  united 
with  Spain,  and  the  newly  contrafted  fetal  match  with  a  daughter  of  France,  were  the  induce- 
ments. With  refpeft  to  Holland,  the  old  prepofleilions  againft  the  exorbitant  power  of  Spain, 
had  no  fmall  influence  on  their  fears  and  jealouiieSf  left  that  crown  ihould  ftiU  entertain, 
hopes  of  being  able  to  recover  their  feven  provinces. 

Cardinal  Richlieu  entered  tliis  year  upon  his  miniftry  in  France,  and  faccecded  but  too  well 
in  his  great  projefts  of  dcprefling  the  grandees  and  the  Proteftants  at  home ;  of  reducing  the 
fuperiority  of  the  two  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  of  advancing  the  commerce,  ma- 
nufaftures,  and  maritime  ftrength  of  France ;  whilft  he  lulled  afleep  the  only  two  potentate* 
of  Europe  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  puf  a  check  to  fuch  towering  and  dangerous 
fchemes. 

It  was  in  this  year  that  the  Hollanders  firft  invaded  Brafil,  of  which  we  fhall  fee  they  held 
a  coniiderable  part  for  thirty  years  after. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  twenty-firft  year  of  King  James  I.  cap.  28.  it  was  en- 
afted,  "  That  when  wheat  is  not  above  one  pound  twelve  {hillings  per  quarter  ;  rye,  twenty 
*•  (hillings ;  peas,  beans,  barley,  and  malt,  fixteen  (hillings,  at  the  port  whither  they  are 
*•  brought  to  be  exported,  they  may  then  be  exported."  And  we  find  tlie  like  licence  and 
rates  by  an  aft  of  the  third  of  King  Charles  I.  cap.  4.  in  the  year  1627. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  having  laded  four  (hips  and  two  pinnaces  far  India,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  King  James's  favourite,  knowing  that  they  muft  lofe  their  voyage  un- 
Icfs  they  failed  by  a  certain  time,  extorted  from  that  company  ten  thoufand  pounds,  for  liberty 
to  fail  for  India,  he  being  then  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England.  This  was  one  of  the  articles 
of  his  impeachment,  in  the  year  1626.  The  Duke,  in  his  defence,  alleged,  that,  as  the  com- 
pany had  taken  many  rich  prizes  from  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  and  particularly  at  Ormus,  a 
large  part  thereof  was  legally  due  to 'the  King,  and  alfo  to  himfelf,  as  X.ord  Admiral ;  and  that 
die  faid  ten  thoufand  pounds  was  tlie  company's  compofiuon  and  agreement,  inftead  of  fifteen 
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1624  thaufani!  pounds,  which  the  law  would  have  compelled  them  to  give :  and  that,  moreover« 
ail  the  faid  ten  thoufaiid  pounds,  excepting  only  two  hundred  pounds,  was  applied  by  the 
King  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  of  England,  that  the  Hollanders  firft  entered  upon  tlio 
manufadurc  of  fine  woollen  cloths ;  and,  of  courfe,  began  to  interfere  with  the  Englilh  cloth 
trade  in  the  Netherlands,  and  elfe where  :  fo  that,  in  the  twenty-fecond  and  laft  year  of  this 
King's  reign,  a  certificate  was  given  into  the  Parliament  of  twenty-five  thoufand  cloths  hav- 
ing, in  that  year,  been  manufafiured  in  Holland.  Whereupon  the  Houfe  of  Conunons 
refolved, 

Fjrft,  "  That  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company  fetting  impofts  upon  our  cloths  is  a 
grievance,  and  ought  not  to  be  continued :  and,  that  all  other  merchants,  promifcuoufly^ 
as  well  as  that  company,  may  transport  every  where  northern  and  weftern  dozens,  kerfies» 
and  new  draperies.'* 

Secondly,  **  That  other  merchants,  befide  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company,  may  freely 
**  trade  with  dyed  and  dreiled  cloths,  and  all  forts  of  coloured  cloths,  into  Germany  and  the 
**  Low  Countries."  ^ 

In  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  605,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  iflued  a  proclamation,  "  for 

abfolutcly  prohibiting  the  manufafture  of  gold  and  filver  thread,  gold  and  filver  foliate^ 

(/.  e.  leaf)  purles,  ocs,  fpangles,  &c.  as  tending  to  the  confumption  of  the  coin  and  bulliott 

of  this  kingdom.     And  he  having  granted  a  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  Governors,. 

*'  Afliftants,  and  Commonalty  of  Gold-wire  Drawers  of  London,  he  had  hoped,  by  reducing 

*•  thofe  trades  under  order  and  government,  to  avoid  the  unneceflary  wafte  of  coin  and  bul- 

"  lion.     But  having  now  fully  underftood,  as  well  by  the  complaints  of  his  Commons,  in 

**  the  late  feffion  of  Parliament,  as  upon  examination  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  that  not 

**  only  the  faid  corporation,  (which  was  thereupon  revoked,  and  declared  to  be  void)  but  alfo 

•*  the  faid  manufa^ures  are  unfit  to  be  continued,  &c." 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  608,  King  James,  by  proclamation,  once  more  confirms  all  his 
former  injunAions  againft  the  erecting  of  buildings  on  new  foundations  in  London  and  its 
fuburbs. 

•  In  the  fame  volume,  p.  609,  we  have  a  more  diftinft  view  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  in  a 
commiffion  from  King  James  to  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  as  follows,  viz.  "  We  havings 
"  by  Ictters-pateiit,  of  tlie  fourth  year  of  our  reign,  granted  power  to  divers  knights,  gentle- 
"  men,  and  others,  for  the  more  fpeedy  accompliihment  of  the  plantation  of  Virginia,  that 
•*  they  fhould  divide  themfelves  into  two  colonies  :  the  one  to  confift  of  Londoners,  called 
**  the  Firft  Colony  ,  and  the  other  of  thofe  of  Briftol,  Exeter,  and  Plymouth,  called  the  Se- 
<*  cond  Colony.  And  we  did,  by  feveral  letters  under  our  privy  feal,  prefcribe  orders  and 
*«  conftitutions  for  directing  the  affairs  of  our  faid  colony. 

"  And  whereas,  afterward,  upon  the  petition  of  divers  adventurers  and  planters^  of  the  faid 
*'  firft  (or  London)  colony,  we,  by  letters-patent,  in  the  feventh  year  of  our  reign,  and  in 
**  the  year  of  our  Lord  1610,  incorporated  divers  noblemen,  knights,  &c.  by  the  name  of  the 
**  Trcafurer  and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  City  of  London,  for  the  firft 
*•  Colony  in  Virginia  ;  granting  them<livers  lands,  territories,  &c.  to  be  conveyed  by  them 
**  to  the  adventurers  and  planters  ;  with  power  to  have  a  coimcil  there  refident,  for  the  affairs 
**  of  the  colony  -,  and  alfo  to  place  and  difplace  officers. 

**  And, 
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1624      *'  And,  afterwards,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign,  being  the  year  of  our  Lord  1613,  we,' 

"  by  letters* patent,  did  further  mention  to  give  that  company  divers  ifles  on  that  coaft. 

**  And  whereas,  we,  finding  the  courfes  taken  for  the  fettling  the  faid  colony  have  not 
•♦  taken  the  good  effcft  we  intended,  did,  by  a  late  commiffion  to  fundry  perfons  of  quality 
"  and  truft,  caufe  the  ftate  of  the  faid  colony  to  be  examined  into;  who,  after  much  pains 
^*  taken,  reported,  that  moft  of  our  people  font  thither  had  died,  by  ficknefs  and  famine,  and 
**  by  maflacres  by  the  natives  ;  and  that  fuch  as  are  ftill  living,  were  in  lamentable  neceffity 
**  and  want ;  though  they  (the  commiiSoners)  conceived  the  country  to  be  both  fruitful  and 
**  healthful ;  and  that,  if  induftry  were  ufed,  it  would  produce  many  good  ftapic  commodities. 
**  But,  by  negleft  of  the  governors  and  managers  here,  it  had  as  yet  produced  fe^or  none,— 
**  That  the  feid  plantations  are  of  great  importance  ;  and  would,  as  they  hoped,  remain  a  laft- 
**  ing  monument  of  our  moft  gracious  and  happy  government  to  all  pofterity,  if  the  fame 
**  were  profecuted  to  thofe  ends  for  which  they  were  firft  undertaken.  Whereupon  we,  en- 
**  tering  into  mature  confideration  of  the  premifes,  did,  by  advice  of  our  privy  council,  re- 
folvc  to  alter  the  charters  of  the  faid  company  as  to  points  of  government :  but  the  faid 
treafurer  and  company  not  fubmitting  thereto,  the  faid  charters  are  now  avoided  by  a  quo 
**  warranto.  Wherefore,  we  direft  you  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  faid  colony,  and  what 
•*  points  are  fitting  to  be  inferted  in  the  intended  new  charter,  and  to  report  to  us.  And,  in 
"  the  mean  time,  to  take  care  to  fupply  the  planters  there  with  neceflaries,  and  to  do  all  other 
**  afts  needful  for  maintaining  the  colony.  Moreover,  the  King  {ibid,  p.  618  )  appoints 
**  Sir  Francis  Wyatt  governor  of  the  colony,  with  eleven  counfcllors,  refiding  in  the  colony." 
In  this  fame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  618,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  fettles  a  penfion  of 
two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  for  life,  on  his  grandfon.  Prince  Charles,  fecond  fon  of 
the  Ele&or  Palatine:  and,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  befides  all  his 
great  employments,  had  a  penlion  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fettled  on  him. 

In  this  year  alfo,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  621,  King  James  once  more  difplays  his  talents 
and  prejudices  againft-tobacco,  by  the  following  proclamation,  viz. 

**  Whereas  our  Commons,  in  their  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  became  humble  petitioners 
to  us,  that,  for  many  weighty  reafons,  much  concerning  the  intereft  of  our  kingdom,  and 
the  trade  thereof,  we  would  by  our  royal  power  utterly  prohibit  the  ufe  of  all  foreign  to- 
bacco, which  is  not  of  the  growth  of  our  own  dominions: — And  whereas  we  have,  upon 
•*  all  occaiions,  made  known  our  diflike  we  have  ever  had  of  the  ufe  of  tobacco  in  general,  as 
**  tending  to  the  corruption  both  of  the  health  and  manners  of  our  people. — Neverthelcfs,  be- 
**  caufe  we  have  been  often  and  earncftly  importuned  by  many  of  our  loving  fubj  efts,  planters 
"  and  adventurers  in  Virginia  and  the  Somcr  Ifles,  that,  as  thofe  colonies  are  yet  but  in  their 
infancy,  and  caimot  be  brought  to  maturity,  uniefs  we  will  be  pleafed,  for  a  time,  to  tole- 
rate unto  them  the  planting  and  vending  the  tobacco  of  their  own  growth  ;  we  have  con- 
"  defcended  to  their  defires  :  and  do  therefore  hereby  ftriftly  prohibit  the  importation  of  any 
**  tobacco  from  beyond-fca,  or  from  Scotland,  into  England  or  Ireland,  other  than  from  our 
•*  colonies  before-named  :  moreover,  we  ftriftly  prohibit  the  planting  of  any  tobacco  either 
**  in  England  or  Ireland. "^     The  reft  of  this  proclamation  relates  to  fearching  for  and  burning 
of  foreign  tobacco,  and  the  marking  and  fcaling  the  legal  tobacco  of  our  colonies. 
On  the  fecond  of  March,   1624-5,  ^^^  iflucd  another  proclamation  to  the  fame  efFeft. 
In  February,  1624-5,  King  James,  from  Newmarket,  iffues  a  frelh  proclamation  againft 
eating  flefh  in  Lent,  &c.. 
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1625  In  thatiamc  month  he  iffues  his  warrant  ta  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  as  Lord  Admiral  j 
That  whereas  many  of  his  fubjcfts  had  fufFered  great  wrongs  and  damages,  as  well  at  fea  as 
othcrwife — not  only  by  the  fubjeSs  of  our  brother  the  King  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Low 
Countries,  but  alfo  by  thofe  under  the  States  of  the  United  Netherlands— and  all  fair  courfcs 
and  due  proceedings  having  been  in  vain  ufcd,  in  demanding  reftitution  or  reparation  there- 
of,—and  that  thereupon  our  faid  fubjefts  have  made  humble  fuit  unto  us  for  Letters  of 
Reprifal :— .we  therefore  will,  require,  and  authorize  you  to  grant  your  coramiffion  for  the 
apprehending  and  taking  the  goods,  Ihips,  aud  merchandize  of  the  King  of  Spain's -fub- 
jcfts  of  the  Low  Countries,  as  alfo  thofe  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  United  Netherlands,  refpec- 
tivcly,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  our  loving  fubjefts  fo  damnified ;  and  in  fuch  manner  and 
form  as  (hall  be  agreed  on  by  our  privy  council,  or  any  fix  of  them,  in  writing  under  their 
••  hands." 

In  volume  eighteen,  p.  12,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  a  fimilar  warrant  for  reprifals,  a  few^months 
after,  by  his  fon  King  Charles  L  againft  both  the  faid  nations,  cxaftly  in  the  ftile  and  form 
hereof;  and  again  the  fame  year,  iiid.  p.  188.     Yet,  in  neither  of  thofe  warrants  arc  the  par-* 
ticular  damages  complained  of  at  all  fpecified. 
JCing  James  died  on  the  27th  of  March,   1625. 

This  monarch's  wild  notions  of  the  extent  of  bis  prerogative  have  been  feen  in  his  numer- 
.  ous  proclamations  and  injunftions  for  his  fubjeflts  doing  or  forbearing  of  tilings,  which  a  free 
people  could  not  eafily  ftomach  ;  and  which  could  not  in  our  days  be  done  but  by  a£ts  of  Par- 
liament.    His  getting  his  Attorney-general,  Sir  John  Davis,  to  write  and  dedicate  to  him  a 
treatife  in  favour  of  his  prerogative  of  levying  tlie  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  by  his  fole  au- 
thority, encouraged  his  fon  and  fucceilbr  to  levy  fhip-money  in  the  fame  manner ;  which 
proved  his  ruin  in  the  end. — Such  doftrines,  which  Davis  endeavoured  to  fupport  by  prece- 
.  dents  quoted  by  him,  virtually  deftroyed  all  the  elTential  rights  of  Parliament,  and  particularly 
that  of  giving  money  for  the  public  fervice.     Davis's  book  (the  title  whereof  was,  The  Quef- 
tion  concerning  Impofitions^  Tonnage,  Poundage,  Prizage,  Cuftoms,  &c.  fully  ftated  and 
.argued  from  Reafon^  Law,  and  Policy)  was  reprinted  in  the  year  1656,  probably  by  conni- 
vance of  the  government  at  that  time,  for  expofing  the  arbitrary  tempers  of  both  father  and  fon. 
Its  conclufion  runs  thus  : — **  That,  by  virtue  of  an  ancient  prerogative  inherent  to  his  crown, 
''  the  King  of  England  may  juftly  and  lawfully  fet  impofitions  upon  merchandize,  and  may 
^*  limit  and  rate  the  quantity  and  proportion  thereof,  by  his  own  wifdom  and  difcretion,  with- 
**  out  an  aa,.of  Parliament." 

Qn  the  3Qjh  of  March,  1625,  King  Charles  L  of  England,  as  per  vol.  xvii.  p.  673,  of  the 
Foedera,  ratified  the  contraft  which  his  father  King  James  had  made  juft  before  his  dcalh,  for 
his  marrying  the  Princefs  Henrietta  Maria,  fifter  of  King  Louis  XIIL  of  France. .  Her  por- 
tion was  eight  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  three  one-third  livres  each,  or  two  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Half  to  be  paid  down;  and  the  other  half  in  one  year  after. 
She  was  to  have  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  fixty  thoufand  French  crowns,  yearly, 
for  her  feparate  ufe.  So  that  three  one-third  French  crowns,  or  ten  livrcs,  were  then  equal  to 
one  pound  fterling.  She  was  alfo,  fays  the  printed  Colle&ion  of  Treatifes,  .article  xx.  to  have 
the  value  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns  in  rings. 

The  authory  of  an  Hillory  of  the  Caribbee  Ifles,  publifhedat  Paris  in  the  year  1658,  and 
^t  London  (in  Englifh)  in  the  year  1666,  relates,  that  the  Englifh  and  French  colonies  in 
thofe  ifles  had  their  beginning  in  the  fame  year,  viz.  in  the  year  1625  :  that  Monf.  Defnam- 
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1625  bticy-a  fca  captain,  in  the  fervice  of  France,  and  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  an' EngHfh  gentleman, 

jointly  took.  poileiTion  of  the  Ifle  of  St.  Chriftophers  on  the  very  fame  day,  with  about  three 
hundred  pcrfons  of  each  nation,  in  behalf  of  their  refpeftive  kings  ;  in  order  that  they  might 
have  a  place  of  fafc  retreat  for  the  reception  of  the  ffiips  x>(  both  nations  at  any  time  bound 
for  America. 

In  thofe  times,  the  Englifti,  it  feems,  were  wifer  than  the  French,  in  building  good  houfes 
here,  and  having  wives  and  children  ;  whereas  the  French  contented  thcmfclves  with  fuch 
huts  as  the  Caribbean  natives  had,  few  of  them  being  married.  The  firft  Englifti  planters 
employed  themfelves  in  railing  tobacco;  but  afterwards,  in  imitation  of  Barbadoes,  they  enter- 
ed upon  the  cultivation  of  fugar,  indigo,  cotton,  and  ginger,  by  which  means  they  fbon  be- 
came rich.  That  ifle  had  been  difcovered  long  before  by  Columbus,  though  never  planted  till 
this  year  by  any  nation.  It  was,  however,  found  to  be  furniflied  with  various  natural  advan- 
tages, which  occafioned  the  Spaniards  to  ftop  frequently  at  it  in  their  American  voyages.  But 
this  French  author  frankly  owns,  that,  for  preventing  any  fecret  intelligence  between  the  native 
Caribbeans  of  thatifland  and  the  Spaniards,  who  were  at  this  time  the  common  enemy  of  both 
nations  in  America,  the  Englifli  and  French,  in  one  night,  difpatched  all  the  mod  faftibus  of 
thofe  Caribbeans  ;  and,  not  long  after,  forced  all  the  reft  to  quit  that  ifland. 

In  the  following  year  the  French  King  incorporated  a  number  of  gentlemen  for  planting  of 
this  and  other  American  iftes. 

According  to  this  author,  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophers  was  the  firft  of  all  the  Weft  India 
iflands  planted  by  either  England  or  France.  (Here,  however,  he  feems  to  be  miftakenr-fec 
the  year  1614.)  The  bold  claims  of  Spain  to  the  fole  propriety  of  all  thofe  iflands  having  de- 
terred othernations;  till  now,  from  fettling  thereon  :  but  as  the  power  of  Spain  at  this  time 
was  on  a  vifiblc  decline,  the  nations  already  mentioned  juftly  thought  they  had  a  good  right 
to  poflefs  themfelves  of  fuch  ifles  as  Spain  had  never  yet  fettled  ;  as  we  fliall  fee  they  gradually 
did  on  others  of  thefe  iflands. 

Our  hiftoriographers  of  the  city  of  London  relate,  that  it  was  in  this  fame  year  1625  ^bat 
-any  hackney  coaches  firft  begun  to  ply  in  London  ftreets,  or  rather  at  firft  ftood  ready  at  the 
inns,  to  be  called  for  as  they  were  wanted  ;  and  they  were  at  this  time  only  twenty  in  num- 
ber; They,  however,  in  ten  years  time  were  encreafcdfo  much  in  number  that  King  Charles 
in  the  year  1635,  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  iflue  an  order  of  council  fot  reftraining  their 
increafe. 

King  Charles  I.  as  appears  in  vol.  xviti.  p.  13,  &c.  of  the  Fcedera,  now  renewed  his  late  fa- 
ther's commiflion  to  twelve  Commiflioners  of  the  Navy.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  moftly  fta- 
tioned,  as  at  prcfent,  into  diftinft  branches  ;  fuch  as  a  ComptroHer,  a  Surveyor,  a  Clerk  of 
the  Navy,  &c.  one,  and  the  firft  named  of  that  number,  was  Sir  Richard  Wefton,  Chancel- 
lor.of  the  Exchcq\ier,  and  another  of  them  was  Sir  William  Ruffell,  who  wasalfo  Treafurer 
of  the  Navy.  This  board  alfo,  as  at  prefent,  was  to  be  fubordinate  to'theLord  High  Adtniral, 
or  the  Admiralty  Board,  from  whom  the  faid  commiflioners  were  to  receive  direftions  and  or- 
ders in  maritime  affairs. 

T-he-Proteftint  Boors  of  Auftria  now  took  up  arms,  for  the  recovery'of  the  free  exercife  of 
tlieir.  religion,  taken  from  them;  and  they  became  mafters  of  fome  places:  but  not  being 
fupported  by  any  foreign  potentate,  they  were  reduced  to  fubjeftion  in  the  following' year 
and  feverely  puniflied.     Whereupon  the  Emperor,  Ferdinand  II.  compelled  all  the   Protcf- 
tant  gentry,  clergy,  and  fcliool- mafters,.  to*  leave  Auftria  ;  many  of  whom  were  kindry  and 
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1625  wifely  received  by  the  Swedes  and  other  Protcftant  ftate€ ;  to  the  great  iticreafe  of  their  Wealth 
and  people. 

In  p.  19,  of  the  fame  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  King  Charles  Firft's 
proclamation,  prohibiting  the  impoYtation  of  any  tobacco  not  of  the  growth  of  Virginia,  or 
of  the  Summer  Ifles. 

In  p.  21,  ibid.  \VQ  fee  another  of  tliat  King's  proclamations,  to  the  effeft  following,  viz. 
*'  That  whereas  the  making  of  "alum  was  difcovered  not  many  years  fince  in  Yorklhire^,  and, 
•*  by  the  expence  of  fundry  great  futns  by  our  royal  father,  brought  to  fuch  pcrfeftion,  as 
**  there  is  no  doubt  but  fufficient  quantities  may  be  made,  as  well  for  home  ufe  as  forexpor- 
*'  tation  :  which  being  a  work  of  fo  great  honour  to  this  kingdom,  and  of  fuch  ufe  and  confe- 
**  qucnce,  whereby  many  families  are  kept  at  work,  much  treafure  faved  at  home  which  here- 
"  tofore  was  exported  for  alum,  and  fome  increafe  alfo  to  our  revenue  : — we  therefore  ftriftly 
*'  command,  that  no  foreign  alum  be  imported  into  our  dominions  ;  and  that  no  Engliih 
,  **  alum,  once  exported,  fhall  be  re-imported,  or  ufed  in  England.'* 

It  was  upon  the  farm  of  this  alum  duty,  jointly  with  that  on  fugar  and  other  branches,  of 
this  King's  revenue,  that  the  once  famous  merchant  Sir  Paul  Pindar  advanced  to  this  King  fo 
large  a  fum  as  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  On  account  of  which  he  and  his 
creditors  were  great  fufFerers,  in  confequence  of  the  civil  wars  which  enfued. 

Another  of  King  Charles's  proclamations  this  year,  ibid.  p.  23,  was,  "  For  the  main  tain- 
**  ing  and  increafe  of  the  faltpetre  mines  of  England,  for  the  neceffary  and  important  manu- 
**  failure  of  gunpowder."  The  King  obferves,  **  That  our  realm  natutally  yields  fufficient 
**  mines  of  faltpetre,  without  depending  on  foreign  parts :  wherefore,  for  the  future,  no  do ve- 
**  houfc  fhall  be  paved  with  ftonc,  bricks,  nor  boards,  lime,  fand,  nor  gravel,  not  any  other 
•'  thing  whereby  the  growth  and  increafe  of  the  mine  of  faltipetrc  may  be  hindered  or  impair- 
"  ed  ;  but  the  proprietors  fhall  fufFer  tlie  floors  or  ground  thereof,  as  alfo  all  flabies  iVherc 
**  hoi-fes  fland,  to  lye  open  with  good  and  mellow  earth,  apt  to  breed  increafe  of  the  faid 
*«  mine  of  faltpetre.  And  that  none  hinder  or  deny  any  faltpetre  man,  lawfully  deputed 
«*  thereto,  from  digging,  taking,  or  working  any  ground  which  by  commiffion  may  be  taken 
**  and  wrought  for  faltpetre.  Neither  fhall  any  conftable,  or  other  ofBcer,  negleA  to  furnifh 
**  any  fuch  faltpetre-men  with  convenient  carriages,  that  the  King's  fervice  fuflfer  not. — None 
"  fhall  bribe  any  faltpetre-raan  for  the  fparing  or  f6rbearing  any  ground  fit  to  be  wrought  for 
*'  faltpetre. — That  all  dovehoufes,  and  other  places  digged  for  faltpetre,  be,  when  the  earth 
«*  thereof  is  wrought  over,  kid  fmooth  and  flat  again,  as  bcfbrc.-^That  no  faltpetre  be  ex- 
**.  ported,  neither  fold  at  home  to  any  but  the  King's  powder-maker,  who  Ihall  not  receive 
"  for  any  powder  fold  by  him,  to  any  of  the  King's  fubjefts,  above  ten  pence  per  pound 
<«  weight." 

The  refl  of  this  proclamation  relates  to  the  trying  of  the  good nefs  of  gunpowder,  before 
it  be  put  to  fale.     This  faltpetre  and  gunpowder  bufinefs  was  one  of  that  King's  greatefl  mo- 
nopoly proje£ls  ;  and  the  manner  of  his  dire&ing  it  was  far  from  fuiting  the  genius  of  z 
iitt  people. 
^  Ibid,  p!  26.  King  Charles  now  grants  a  peniion  of  one  thoufand  and  fifty  pounds,  yearly, 

to  James  Duke  of  Lenox,  and  another  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  pounds    (p.  27}   to  Ca- 
therine Duchefs  Dowager  of  Lenox. 

The  foil  was  fo  much  a  tranfcript  of  the  father,  that  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  their  procla- 
jnations  liaving  fo  great  a  refemblance.     In  p.  ^i^  of  this  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera, 
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16,25  we  again  meet  with  his  proclamation  againfl:  new  foundations  in  and  near  London,  ihd  for 
rebuilding  the  houfes  either  with  brick  or  ftone  ;  exactly  in  the  ftile  and  form  of  his  father's. 
He  alfo  therein  gives  direAions  for  the  dimenfions,  true  making,  and  price  of  bricks,  viz. 
^*  That  the  fize  of  them  be,  in  length  nine  inches,  in  breadth  four  inches  one  quarter  and 
'^*  half  a  quarter  of  an  inch  ;  and  in  thicknefs  two  inches  and  one  quarter  of  an  inch  ;  and 
**  thatthe  price  of  one  thoufand  fuch  bricks  at  the  kiln  (hall  not  exceed  eight  fhillings. — No 
•**  bricks  fhall  be  made  within  one  mile  of  any  of  the  gates  of  London,  or  of  his  palace  of 
**  Weftminfter. — Cottages,  fheds,  'and  other  nuifances  to  be  removed  from  the  city  and  fub- 
"**  urbs." — With  other  commendable  regulations  for  its  beauty  and  uniformity.  And  a  fc- 
xond  alfo,  of  the  very  fame  tenor,  p,  97,  came  out  iti  this  year. 

Ibid.  p.  60,  King  Qharfes  grants  to  Sir  Francis  Crane  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly,  for 
ten  years  :  the  one  half  of  which  fum  was  what  he  had  formerly  engaged  to  allow  him  for  that 
term,  for  the  Support  of  the  tapeftry  manufa£lure  at  Mortlake  in  Surry :  tlie  other  half  was  in 
lieu  of  paying  him  fix  thoufand  pounds,  due  to  him  for  three  fuits  of  gold  tapeftries,  delivered 
for  the  King's  ufc.     . 

Another  proclamation,  ibid.  p.  66,  grants  a  commiffion  to  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  for 
certain  regulations  in  fearching  for  mines  of  gold,  filver,  or  copper,  or  of  lead  holding  filver, 
as  alfo  for  quicklilver,  in  Cardiganfhire.  Of  which^  mines  the  King  had  granted  a  leafe,  for 
thirty-one  years  to  come,  to  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  Baronet. 

After  the  Virginia  Company  had,  at  feveral'  different  .times,  raifed,  by  fubfcriptions  from 
their  adventurers,  a  capitail  of  no  kfs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  dill,  in  vain,  hop- 
ing for  gold  and  filver  mines,  and  other  very  rich  produftions,  many  of  them  at  length  be- 
<:ame  weary  of  the  charge,  as  not  finding  the  profit  by  any  means  to  anfwer  expcftation,  and 
fold  out  their  fhares  ;  and  fuch  as  continued  in  it  had  perpetual  wranglings.  So  valuable  a 
country  andxolony,  was,  however,  by  no  means  to  be  abandoned  ;  more  efpecially  as  the 
planters  there  were  now  well  able  to  fubfift  independently  of  their  mother  country.  Several 
-gentlemen,  therefore,  about  this  time,  with  their  effefts,  and  with  many  fcrvants,  went  thi- 
ther  on  a  feparate  bottom.  Whereupon  King  Charles  L  (in  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  72,  of 
the  Fcedera)  iffued  the  following  proclamation,  which  firft  laudably  eftablifhed  the  prudent 
form  of  government,  in  which  this  and  the  other  regal  colonies  have  remained  to  this  day ;  viz. 
•*  That  Whereas,  in  his  royal  father's  time,  the  charter  of  the  Virginia  Company  was,  by  a  quo 
warratn9^  annulled  -,  and  whereas  his  faid  father  was,  and  he  himfelf  alfo  is,  of  opinion, 
that  the  government  of  that  colony  by  a  Company  incorporated,  confifting  of  a  multitude 
•**  of  perfons  of  various  difpofinons,  amongft  whom  affairs  of  the  greateft  moment  are  ruled 
**  by  a  majority  of  votes,  was  not  fo  proper,  for  carrying  on,  profperoufly,  the  affairs  of  the 
**  colony  :  wherefore,  to  reduce  the  government  thereof  to  fuch  a  courfe  as  might  beft  agree 
with  that  form  which  was  held  in  his  royal  monarchy  ;  and  confidering  alfo,  that  we  hold 
thofe  territories  of  Virginia  and  the  Somer  Iflcs,  as  alfo  that  of  New  England,  lately  plant- 
ed, with  the  limfits  thereof,  to  be  a  part  of  our  royal  empire  ;  we  ordain,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony  of  Virginia  fhall  immediately  depend  on  ourfelf,  and  not  be  committed 
to  any  company  or  corporation,  to  whom  it  may  be  proper  to  truft  matters  of^trade  and 
commerce,  but  cannot  be  fit  to  commit  the  ordering  of  ftate  affairs.  Wherefore  our  com- 
miflioncrs  for  thofe  affairs  Ihall  proceed  as  direfted,  till  we  cftablifti  a  council  here  for  that 
-*•  colony;' to  be  fubordinate  to  our  privy  council.— And  that  we  will  alfo  cftablifh  another 
^  council,  to  be  rofident  in  Virginia;  who  (hall  be  fubordinate  to  our  council  here  for  that 
Vol.  n.  JLr  .  ««  coJo- 
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1625  *'  colony.  And  at  our  own  charge  we  will  maintain  tholb  public  officers  and  minifters,  and 
**  that  ftrength  of  men,  munition,  and  fortification,  which  ihall  be  neccllary  for  the  defence 
•*  of  that  plantation. 

And  we  will  alfo  fettle  and  aflure  the  particular  rights  and  interefts  of  every  planter  and 
^*  adventurer.  Laftly,  whereas  the  tobacco  of  thofe  plantations  (the  only  prefent  means  of 
^  their  fubfiftingj  cannot  be  managed  for  the  good  of  the  plantations,  untefs  it  be  brought  in- 
'*  to  one  hand,  whereby  the  foreign  tobaoco  may  be  carefully  kept  out,  and  the  tobacco  of 
*'  thofe  plantations  may  yield  a  certain  and  ready  price  to  the  owners  thereof:  to  avoid  all  dif- 
<*  ferences  between  the  planters  and  adventurers  themfelves,  we  refolve  to  take  the  iame  into 
**  our  own  hands,  and  to  give  fuch  prices  for  the  &me  as  may  give  reafooable  fatisfaflion ; 
'*  whereof  we  will  determine  at  better  leifure." 

Had  tobacco  been  then  as  much  in  ufe  as  at  prefent,  tliis  monopoly  of  it,  fo  early  begun  by 
King  Charles,  would  have  enabled  him  to  raife  much  money,  without  depending  on  a  Parlia* 
^  ment. — And  it  was  certainly  a  good  fcherae  to  enhance  the  price  of  it  at  his  pleafurc. — From 
this  time  forward,  Aflcmblies  of  the  Rcprefentativcs  of  the  Planters  in  Virginia  regularly 
met  by  authority  of  the  crown,  for  enabling  of  laws,  with  the  confent  of  the  King's  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  the  laft  having  ever  fince  z&td  feparately,  as  an  Upper  Houfe  :  but  the  de- 
nier rcfort  in  all  law  proceedings,  is  in  the  Aflembly. — ^A  Patent  OfGce  was  now  alfo  eilablifh- 
ed,  not  only  for  offices  in  Virginia,  but  for  difpofing  of  vacated  grants  of  new  lands,  on  the 
eafy  term  of  two  Ihillings.ftetling  per  annum  quit-rent  to  the  crown  for  ever,  for  each  hun- 
dred acres  to  be  gianted.  And  this  encouraged  many  perfons  of  fubftance  to  go  from 
England  and  fettle  there,  fo  that  tlie  country  foon  became  populous ;  and  the  Indians  de- 
creaiing  even  fafter  than  the  Englifli  increafed,  the  latter  liave,.  confequently,  enjoyed  peace 
and  tranquillity. 

In  p.  81,  of  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles  the  Firft's  com- 
miffion  for  enquiring  into  and  removing  the  caufesof  the  low  price  of  wool,  and  of  the  ex- 
portation thereof ;  as  alfo  for  regulating  the  making  of  cloths,  fluffs,  &c.  Concerning  ihc 
fifliery  alfo;  and  the  hemp,  flax,  and  corn  trade  of  Eaftland. — The  Eaftlndia  trade. — The 
bringing  in  of  bullion. — The  linen  cloth  trade,  &g.  exaftly  in  the  form  of  the  late^  King's 
proclamations  for  thofe  ends,  as  already  related. 

Ibid.  p.  87,  that  King's  latin  commiffion  to  Edward  Lord  Conway,  to  be  one  of  his  Secre- 
taries of  State,  allots  him  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ;  but,  by  the  very  next 
record  (in  EngUlh)  he  grants  him  a  pcniion  of  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  which,  by 
miftake^  the  Latin  title  of  that  record  calls  but  two  hundred  pounds.  (Duantarum  .Llbra^ 
rum.) 

Alfo,  p.  108,  ibid,  we  have  the  firft  record  in  the  Foedera  of  copper  coins  ufcd  in  England 
ty  royal  authority :  reciting,  "  that  whereas  his  late  royal  father  took  order,  that  inilead  of 
**  unwaiTantcd  farthing  tokens,  till  then  ufed  by  vintners,  chandlers,  tapfters,  an^  other  re - 
**  tailers,  to  the  lofs  of  his  loving  fubjefts,  there  fhould  be  others  made  by  his  own  warrant,** 
— this  warrant  is  not  in  the  Foedera,  but  fee  the  year  1609, — "  under  his  own  royal  name 
"  and  infcription,  and  a  conftant  re-change  fettled,  whereby  the  fubjeft  might  have  the  lawful 
•*  ufe  of  them,  with  much  eafe  and  without  lofs." — This  was  probably,  foon  after  the  time 
that  King  James  was  fo  eameft  for  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  for  in  the  notes  of  Rud- 
diman's  Preface  to  Anderfon's  Diplomata  Numifmata,  &c.  Scotiae— the5cots,  who  had  copper 
coins  before  the  Englilh,  having  (inur  alia  J  objefted  againft  that  uniont  *  that  if  tlie  coins  of 

t  •*  Scot- 
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1625  *  Scotland  muft  be  the  fame  as  in  England,  their  poor  would  lofc  the  great  convenicncy  of 

*  their  copper  coins.' — **  Which  copper  money,"  adds  the  King,  "  having  iincc  had  gene- 

"  ral  palTage   (/.  e,  circulation)  through  our  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland,  have  brought 

**  a  general  benefit.     We  do  therefore  hereby  command,  that  no  farthing  or  other  token  fhall 

«'  be  made  or  ufed  but  thofe  of  our  royal  father,  by  his  letters  patent,"  (here  is  no  date  of 

thofe  letters  patent  mentioned)  *•  and  of  us,  by  like  letters  patent,  granted  this  fame  year,  to 

**  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  and  Sir  Francis  Crane,  for  which  they  are 

**  to  pay  us  one  hundred  marks  per  annum  for  ferenteen  years.     The  faid  copper  farthings, 

**  or  farthing  tokens,  to  have  thereon,  on  one  fide,  (p.  143,  thid,)  two  fceptres  eroding  un- 

**  der  a  crown  ;  on  the  other  fide,  a  harp  crown,  with  the  King's  name  and  titles. — The  pa*. 

•*  tentecs  were  thereby  bound  to  deliver  out  twenty-one  fhillings  in  tale  of  farthings  for  every 

**  twenty  (hillings  of  filver,  and  to  pay  back  twenty  (hillings  in  filver  for  every  twenty-one 

*'  (hillings  by  talc  in  copper  farthings,  whenever  demanded." 

In  p.  114,  of  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  fettles  a  falary  of  eighty 
pounds  per  annum. on  his  furgeon;  whereas  in  the  next  following  page,  115,  he  fettles  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  on  his  barber.  This  difcrimination  is  eafily  to  be  accounted  for ; 
fince  his  grant  (in  Latin)  to  his  furgeon  includes  all  emoluments,  pre-emincncies,  wax- 
candles,  profits,  and  rights  whatever  ;  whereas  the  barber  was  only  to  have  his  bare  falary. 

In  p.  156,  as  well  as  elfewhere  in  the  fame  volume,  we  find,  that  King  Charles,  like  his 
father,  was  generally  greatly  indebted  to  merchants,  goldfmiths,  of  London,  &c.  who  advanced 
money  from  time  to  time  to  the  crown,  by  way  of  anticipation  on  the  public  revenues. 
The  King  (in  the  above  page)  acknowledges  his  debt  of  twenty-fcven  thoufand  pounds  of  this 
fort  to  the  then  famous  merchant  Sir  William  Courten  ;  the  half  of  which  fum  had  been  lent 
to  King  James,  the  other  half  to  himfelf.  For  which  loan  intereft  was  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
eight  pounds  per  cent. 

In  p.  162,  ihid.  King  Charles  grants  an  exclufive  patent  for  fourteen  years,  to  a  goldfmith 
of  London,  **  for  the  fole  making  and  praftice  of  certain  compound  fluffs  and  waters,  ex- 
*•  traftedout  of  certain  minerals,  &c.  of  this  our  realm,  called  by  the  name  of  cement,  or 
**  dreffing  for  (hips,  to  prevent  them  from  burning  in  fights  at  fca  ;  and  alfo  from  the  fea- 
**  worm  or  bernacle :  for  which  grant  this  projeftor  was  to  pay  forty  (hillings  per  annum  int® 
•*  the  Exchequer."  This  was  or  fcemed  to  be  but  a  trifling  matter  ;  yet,  as  we  (hall  fee  a 
great  number  of  fuch  from  time  to  time  authorized  by  this  King,  it  fcems  to  have,  /rom  the 
beginning,  been  his  intention  thereby  to  accumulate  a  new  revenue,  without  depending  oa 
parliamentary  grants. 

H.  B.  The  patent  alleges,  "  That  the  patentee  (William  Beale)  had,  by  his  own  (ludy 
**  and  indiiftry,    with  great  charge  and  long  praftice,   brought  this  invention  to  perfec- 


tion." 


In  the  faid  eighteenth  volume,  p.  661,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  made  a  grant  of  one 
-of  his  pinnaces  to  his  High  Admiral  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  "  in  confideration  of  that 
**  Duke's  undertaking  to  adventure  for  a  difcovery  of  the  north-weft  paflage  to  China,  &:c. 
"  An  aflion,"  fays  this  grant,  "  of  great  importance  to  trade  and  navigation,  and  in  fundry 
"  refpefts  of  fingular  benefit  to  all  our  realms  and  dominions." 

We  have  fcen,  under  the  years  1621  and  1622,  that  the  country  named  Nova  Scotia  was 
granted  by  King  James,  as  King  of  Scotland,  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  and  his  afibciatcs  - 
which,  however,  was  not  properly  fettled  by  them,  although  that  King  had  formed  a  dcfign, 
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1625  for  encouraging  the  fcttlemcnt  of  it,  of  erefting  a  new  order  for  Scotbnd  of  hereditary  knightr 
bood,  in  imitation  of  the  barons  of  England,  firft  created  in  161 1,  to  be  called  Baronets  of 
Nova  Scotia  :  which  defign  his  fon  King  Charles  I.  perfefted  in  this  year  1625^  ^Y  creating, 
a  number  of  fuch  baronets  ^  to  each  of  whom  he  allotted  a  certain  quantity  of  land  in  Nov». 
Scotia,  to  be  held  of  the  crown  of  Scotland  as  a  free  barony,  in  the  ScotiQi  fenfe  of  that  word, 
(i.e.  a  free  manor,)  with  great  privileges  to  fuch  as  fliouid  fettle  in  that  country.  In  this 
condition  it  remained  but  a  fhort  fpace ;  for,  after  his  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  France^ 
he  fupinely  connived  at,,  or  permitted  the  French  to  take  pofleffion  of  and  fortify  part  of  tliat 
country. 

Some  have  alleged,  that  it  was  ftipulated,  by  the  marriage  treaty,  with  Louis  XIIL  of 
France,  that  Nova  Scotia  (hould  be  given  up  to  France  :  but,  as  far  as  appears,  that  fuppo* 
(ition  is  quite  groundlefs  ;  for,  as  King  of  Scotland,  he  granted  a  new  charter  for  it,  in  the: 
year  1628,  which  was  alfo  confirmed  by  an  a£t  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  1630  : 
though,  without  doubt,,  as  all  that  country  was  an  Englifh  difcovery,  Scotland,  theiy  a  fepa* 
parate  kingdom,  could  not  properly  intermeddle  therein.  There  is  fome  obfcurity  in  the  re* 
lations  of  thofe  times  concerning  this  matter  ;  but  fucceeding  wars  between  England  and 
France^  and  the  confequent  treaties,  have  rendered  all  further  enquiry  into  that  affair-  fuper-^ 
fluous* 

We  flia^U  only  add  in  tliis  placCr  that  the  happy  fituation,  and  great  importance  of  Nova 
Scotia,  was  far  from  being  well  underftood  eitlier  by  the  court  or  people  of  England,  in  thofe 
early  times,  when  our  colonies  were  but  in  their  very  infancy  :  otherwife  we  might  long  fince 
have  been  poileded  not  only  of  all  thatprovince,  well  planted  and  fortified,,  but  alfo  of  all  Ca* 
nada  or  New  France,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  171 — 181,  of  the  Foedera,  King:  Charles  the  Firft  ap- 
pointed his  favourite  and  Lord  High  Admiral,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,- to  command  in 
chief,  both  by  fea  and  land,  on  an  intended  expedition  againft  Spain.  His  inftru£tions  were, 
**  To  annoy  that  crown  by  all  ways  pof&ble,^  either  by  plundering  his  towns,  or  by  tak- 
ing his  plate  fleer,,  or  other  fhjpping,  &c.  He  was  alfo  to  detach  fome  of  his  ihips  to 
the  port  of  Sallee  in  Barbary,  to  treat  for  redeeming  the  Englifh  captives  there,  and  for 
fecuring  of  trade  from  the  piracies  r — as  alfo,-  for  procuring  provifions  for  his  fleet,,  which 
"  had  ten  thoufand  land  forces  on  board  of  it."  But,  miffing  the  plate  fleet.  Sir  John 
Burroughs  landed  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  burned  a.  few  villages  in  that  neighbourhood^ 
and  then  returned  home,  without  having,  done  any  efFeftual  fervice  with  fo  great  an. arma- 
ment. 

At  this  fame  time,  a  league,  ofFenfive  and  defenfive,  was  concluded  at  the  Hague,  on 
the  fecond  of  Auguft,  between  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  the  States  of  the  United  Ne-^ 
lands,  againft  Spain. — The  States  General  were  to  Join  twenty  of  their  fhips  of  war  to  the 
faid  Englifh  fleet,  which  (in  the  fecond  vokime  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  in* 
Englifh,  fecond  edition,  in  the  year  ,1 73^29  p<  246)  is  faid  to  have  confifted  of  eiglity-two 
fliips  of  war,  for  their  jointly  attacking  of  Cadiz.  The  Dutch  to  have  one-fifth  part 
of  the  fpoil.  Which  defign,  however,  was  never  put  in  execution  ;  any  more  than  ano- 
ther, of  the  fame  year,  and  againft  Spain  too,  dated  Southampton,  feventeenth  Septem- 
ber, 1625,  confifting  of  forty  articles,  in  the  fame  fecond  volume  of  the  CollcSion  of  Trea- 
ties. 
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1625  We  muft  here  do  King  Charles  I.  the  jufticc  to  remark,  that,  in  this  year  1625,  we  find 
three  different  applications  from  him  to  his  brother-in-law  Louis  Thirteenth  of  France,  for 
fending  back  the  Ihips  he  had  lent  him  ;  and  iafifting  on  their  not  being  employed  againft  his 
Proteftant  fubjefls.    Meaning  the  inhabitants  of  RocheJle. 

Queen  Henrietta  Maria's  marriage  portion,  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  French  crowns,  was 
in  this  fame  year  brought  into  England,  all  in  filver  money,  intended  to  be  recoincd  at  the 
Tower :  but  a  plague  raging  at  London,  which  had  infefted  forac  of  the  coiners  there,  the 
King  defend  that  re-coinage ;  and  for  the  more-eaiily  paying  the  foldiers  and  failors  wages  of 
the  above-named  fleet  then- fitting,  out,  he  declared  the  faid  French  coin  to  be  current  for  a 
time.  It  was  all  of  one  fort,  called  a  Cardecue,  or  quart  d'ecu,  /.  e,  a  quarter  crown,  worth 
nineteen-pence  halfpenny.  Yet,  by  an  inundation  of  bafe  and  light  cardecues,  the  King  was 
quickly  obliged  to  annul  the  currency  of  that  coin. 

In  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  246,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  King  Charles  was  already 
fo  ill  advifed,  as,- rather  than  yield  to  his  people  and  Parliament's  requefts,  for  redreffing  of 
their  grievances  in  a  Parliamentary  way,  being  already  put  to  great  difficulties  for  money  to 
carry  on  his  war  againfl  Spain,  now  to  grant  a  fpecial  warrant  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
to  borrow  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  of  the  States  Qeneral  of.  the  United  Ne- 
therlands, or  of  their  fubjcdls,  .upon  the  pawn  or  pledge  of  a  great  number  of  incomparably 
rich  and  noble  crown  jewels  and  veiTels  of  gold,  adorned  with  precious  Hones,  a  lifl  whereof 
is  therein  fet  down,  which  were  delivered  to  that  Duke  out  of  the  King's  jewel  houfe. 

lifid.  p.  251  and  252,  King  Gluiries  ifliies  "  a  proclamation,  for  prohibiting  all  commerce 
with  Spain  and  the  Spanifh  Netherlands.     Commanding  alfo,  that  no  ihip  of  fixty  tons  or 
upwards  be  fent  to  fea^  unlefs  the  fame  be  furnifhed  with  mulkets  and  bandeliers — becaufe 
**  of  the  danger  of  his  fubjf»£ts  venturing  to  fea  in  thofe  perilous  times,  ill  furnifhed  with  arms 
'^  and  wes^ly  manned." 

liiJ.  p.  268,  King  Charles  again  iiTued  his  proclamation,  exactly  in  the  ufual  form,  againft 
eating  of  flelh  in  Lent,  or  on  other  fifh  days ;  and  for  tlie  fame  reafons. 

This  King  being  to  be  crowned  on  Candlemas-day,  ibid.  p.  278,  **  xfTued  out  writs  to  all 
the  fherifFs  of  England,  to  caufe  all  that  held  lands  of  the  crown  of  the  value  of  forty 
pounds  yearly,  or  upward,  who  are  not  already  knights,  to  come  and  take  that  order  upon 
them."  tT  It  is  not  necellary  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  this  was  aa  ufual  practice  of  our 
Kings  in  elder  times  to  raiie  money  on  urgent  occafions. 

1626  The  author  of  a  judicious  treatife  on  commerce,  printed  in  a  fmall  quarto,  in  this  year 
1626,  entitled,  The  Golden  Fleece,  gives  a  fuccinft  view  of  the  Eafl  India  commerce,  &c. 
as  it  then  flood  with  refpe£t  to  Europe,  viz. 

*^  Before  the  Londoners  and  Hollanders  failed  thither,  the  Turks  jafed  to  fhare  with  the 
'*  Fortuguefe  in  thofe  commodities  which  now  the  Proteflants  trade  for.  Heretofore  they 
<'  paid  at  LiIbon>  Aleppo^  or  Alexandria,  viz. 

s.   d.  ,,    j^ 
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1626  **  And  if  wc  tranfport  none  of  our  corn,  but  only  that  of  foreign  natione,  carrying  alfo 
"  fome  of  our  tin,  lead,  and  woollen  cloths,  to  the  Pcrfian  Gulph,  where  they  arc  heft 
**  vendible,  there  is  no  qucftion  but  this  kingdom  will  become  much  enriched.  For  tlie 
**  Sound  of  Denmark,  the  Hans-towns,  and  France,  will  return  us  more  money  than  wc 
*'  need  to  fend  into  India. 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  675,  of  the  Foedera,  and  in  the  year  1626,  we  find  the 
King's  maftcr  fadler's  daily  pay  to  be  twelve-pence  per  day  for  himfelf,  and  three-pence  half- 
penny per  day  for  a  fervant.  And  the  mafter  mafon  and  architect  for  Windfor  Caftle  has  alfo 
twelve-pence  per  day.  From  which  fmall  pay  or  falary,  however,  no  juft  concluiion  can  be 
drawn  concerning  the  rate  of  living  and  the  value  of  money  at  this  time ;  as  probably  they 
were  the  fame  for,  perhaps,  fome  hundreds  of  years  backwards  ;  and  it  was,  without  doubt, 
made  up  to  them  fome  other  way»  Yet  three-pence  halfpenny  for  a  fervant  may,  poffibly, 
enable  us  to  judge  pretty  nearly  of  what  fuch  an  one  could  live  on  in  our  days,  viz.  about  ten 
pence  or  one  fhilling :  whereby  living*  at  this  time  might,  poffibly,  be  about  twice  or  three 
.times  cheaper  than  in  our  days :  but,  if  they  were  dieted  by  the  King,  they  were  very  well 
paid. 

«3*  Tliat  between  p.  334  and  566  of  this  fame  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  there  were, 
at  firft,  printed  the  Journals  of  Parliament  for  the  year  1625  ;  which,  being  contrary  to  a 
Handing  order  of  both  houfes,  were  therefore  immediately  fuppreffed.  So  there  is  a  chafm 
between  thefe  two  pages. 

In  vol.  xviii.  p.  679,  of  the  Focdcra,  wc  have  King  Charles's  proclamation,  importing, 
*•  that  the  medium  allowance  for  every  failor  (hould  be  twenty  (hillings  per  month,  which 
till  now  was  but  fourteen  fhillings  ;  by  which  means,  fays  this  record,  there  will  accrue  to 
every  ordinary  failor  fourteen  fhillings,  net  money,  per  month,  befides  an  allowance  out 
of  it  of  four-pence  to  a  preacher,  two-pence  to  a  barber,  and  fix-pence  per  month  to  the 
cheft,  at  Chatham.  Whereas  the  ordinary  men  have  now  but  nine  (hillings  and  four-pence, 
net,  per  month,  and  no  allowance  at  all  given  to  a  preacher.  Out  of  the  furplufage  of 
'*  which  addition,  all  officers  wages  were  likewife  refpeftively  raifed  ;  and  an  allowance  alfo 
for  a  lieutenant  and  a  corporal. 

And  whereas  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  better  encouraging  of  the  building  of  (hips,  or- 
dered an  allowance  of  five  (hillings  per  ton  for  every  (hip  built  above  the  burden  of  one 
hundred  tons  ;  which  was  revived  by  King  James  :  King  Charles  hereby  allowed  five  (hil- 
lings per  ton  for  every  (hip  that  (hall  be  built  of  two  hundred  tons  and  upwards. 
In  p.  728,  iiij.  King  Charles,  this  year,  fettles  two  hundred  pounds  yearly,  for  life,  on 
the  mafter  of  his  mufic,  and  forty  pounds  to  each  of  his  other  muficians. 

The  laft  mentioned  author  of  the  Grolden  Fleece,  which  he  wrote  chiefly  with  a  view  to 

promote  a  fcttlement  on  the  ifiand  of  Newfoundland,  gives  tis  a  (ketch  of  the  fifhcry  on  its 

banks,  in  which  he  fays,  "  the  ports  of  Devonfhire  annually  employed  one  hundred  and  fifty 

(hips  ;  and  carried,"  as  at  this  day,  "their  fifh  to  Spain  and  Italy."     It  fcems  in  thofc  days, 

that  fi(hery  was  grievoufly  difturbcd  by  pirates,  who  had,  in  a  few 'years  befdre,  pillaged 

them  to  the  damage  of  forty  tlTOu(knd  pounds,  befides  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  pieces  of 

**  ordnance,  and  of  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  mariners,  to  the  great  hinderance  of 

**  navigation."     In  another  place  he  fitys,  •«  that  this  fifhery  maintained  eight  thoufand  per- 

"  fons  for  fix  months  in  Newfoundland,  and  fupported  many  thoufands  of  families  at  home, 

**  as  well  their  own  families  as  thofe  employed  in  preparing  nets,  ca(ks,  viftuals,  &c.  and  in 

**  repair* 
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1626  **  repairing  the  (hips  for  that  voyagcv"  The  judicious  Mr.  Wood,  (he  prefent  fecretary  to  the 
board  of  cuftocns,  in  his  Eiiay  on  Trade,  firft  publiihed  in  the  year  17 18,  **  thinks,  that  one 
"  hundred  years  before,  1.  e.  about  or  near  this  time,  we  had  upwards  of  two  hundred  Ihips 
**  annually  employed  in  this  fifhery,  when  we  furnifhed  all  Europe  with  fifli."         •• 

In  this  fame  year,  the  famous  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  failed  with  fix  ihips  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
ofwbiclu  andofPerfia,  Japan,  and  tlie  Moluccas,  be  gives  a  judicious  account,  for  the  time 
he  lived  in«  At  Caibin,  in  Periia,  Sir  Robert  Shirley  and  Sir  Dudmore  Cotton,  the  two 
Englifli  ambafladors,  with  whom  he  had  travelled,  both  died ;  and  he  returned  home  over 
land  through  Perfia. 

Mr.  James  Howell,  in  his  life  of  King  Louis  XIII.  of  France,  publiflied  in  the  year  1646, 
gives  us  an  edi£t  of  that  King,  in  this  year  1626,  which  prohibits  all  commerce  with  Eng- 
land; **  and  that  no  kind  of  grain,  wines,  or  pulfe  fhould  be  exported  to  England ;  nor  from 
*^  England  to  France  ;  nor  any  cloths^  ferges,  wools,  lead,  tin,  fluffs,  filk  ftockings,  &c/'— 
By  this,  fays  Howell,  *^  one  may  obferve  the  advantage  that  England  had  over  France,  in 
**  variety  and  fubftance  of  merchandize." 

We  have  taken  particular  notice  of  this  circumftance,  in  this  place,  becaufe  were  we  ever  fo 
much  at  peace  with  that  nation  in  our  days,  the  cafe  is  fo  widely  different  from  what  jt  was  in  • 
the  year  1626,  that  they  would  take  none  of  thofe  articles  from  u&  but  lead  and  tobacca;  and 
they  now  know  better  than  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  our  wool.  So  fki£luating  is  the 
courfe  of  trade  in  this  and  many  more  inftances  which  might  be  produced.  For  Cardinal- 
Ridilieu,  after  reducing  the  power  of  the  great  nobility  of  France,  earneftly  promoted  manu- 
fafhires  and  maritime  commerce,  for  the  enriching  of  that  kingdom ;  which  Morifotus,  in  his 
Orbis  Maritimus,  juflly  calls  the  fplendor  of  kingdoms  whilft  in  peace,  and  their  main  fup- 
port  in  wars.  "  Spl^ndcr  regnorum  dum  quies  ejly  fuUimentum  belli ^  quoties  propagandi  imperii 
**  cupido  crity 

For  this  end  the  Cardinal  incorporated  a  fociety  of  one  hundred  merchants  for  traffic,  both 
to  the  eaft  and  weft,  by  fea  and  land,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres ;  who  alfo 
engaged  to  lay  out  as  much  morein  building  of  ftout  ffiips  at  Morbihan,  near  Vannes,  in 
Bretagne,  where  this  company  ercfled  warehoufes,  offices,  and  docks,  and  fo  many  dwelling 
houfes  as  made  a  good  town.  To  that  Company  alfo  he  committed  the  fole  trade  to  Canada 
colony,  which  they  very  foon  greatly  improved.  That  Cardinal,  indeed,  highly  merited  the 
dignity  conferred  on  him  of  Supcrintendant-general  of  the  Commerce  and  Navigation,  and  of 
being  High  Admiral  of  France.  He  perfuaded  Lotus  XIII.  to  lay  out  a  vaft  fum  in  the  pur* 
chafe  of  ihips  in  Holland,  Denmark,  and  the  Hans  towns,  for  the  prote&ion  of  the  coafts  ; 
the  rovers  of  Barbary  having  taken  or  dcftroyed  above  one  hundred  French  fhip^,  and  made 
ffaves  of  fome  thoufands  of  their  people,  whereby  many  families  were  undone :  which  im< 
provements,  though  not  effeded  fo  early  as  this  year  1626,  we  judged  might  be  mentioned 
withgreat  propriety  in  this  place. 

Xing  Charles  I.  of  England  difagreeing  with  his  laft  Parliament,  concerning  tlie  grievances 
they  complained  of,  and  their  not  fettling  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  on  him  till  their 
grievances  (hould  firft  be  redreffed ;  he  thereupon  fuddenly  diflblved  it.  And,  in  this  fame 
year  1626,  we  find  in  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  737,  of  the  Foedera,  he,  by  his  own  fole 
authority,  direfts  the  cuftoms,  fubfidics,  and  impofts  on  merchandize,  both  exported  and  im« 
ported,  to  be  colleded  as  ufual  in  the  manner  they  were  coUeAed  at  his  father's  death. 

In 
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i6a6  In  p,  741,  Hid,  King  Charles  I.  direAsa  commiiTion  to  the  eiiicers  of  his  niint,  **  for  hif 
•^*  money  to  be  coined  of  the  fame  finenefs  as  before,  viz.  filver,  of  eleven  ounces  twopenny- 
**  weights  fine ;  crown  gold  of  twenty-two  carrats  fine  ;  and  angel  gold  to  be,  as  already  it  is, 
**  of  twenty-three  carrats  three  and  two«thirds  grains  fine :  •alfo  that  a  pound  weight  of  filver 
♦*•  Ihall  make  in  current  money  three  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  fix-pence.  And  that  the  pound 
*•  weight  of  crown  gold  Ihall  make  in  current  money  forty-four  pounds  by  tarle,  of  fuch  pieces 
**  of  gold  as  are  now  ufually  coined  of  that  finenefs."  This  was  an  unaccountable  dircftion, 
to  have  two  fets  of  gold  coins  of  different  finenefs  and  purity,  in  which,  however,  he  imitated 
his  father,  and  alfo  to  coin  his  filver  money  lighter  than  before ;  of  which  we  fhall  fhoitly  treat 
more  at  large. 

King  Charles  being  determined  to  raife  what  money  he  wanted  without  being  beholden  for 
it  to  a  Parliament,  we  find,  in  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  771,  &c.  of  the  Fcedera,  that  he 
granted  a  commiilion  to  the  Lord-treafurer  and  other  great  officers  of  State,  "  to  fell  or  grant 
*•  in  fee-farm,  or  for  term  of  lives  or  years,  in  pofleffion  or  in  reverfion,  all  or  any  of  his 
**  honours,  manors,  old  caflles,  forefts,  chaces,  parks,  lands,  tenements,  woods,  &c.  both  in 
'•*  the  furvey  of  the  Exchequer,  and  in  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafler ;  as  well  fuch  as  were  held  by 
**  copy,  as  by  leafc,  cuflody,  &c."    The  King  had  run  himfelf  deeply  in  arrear,  for  fitting 
out  his  late  fleets  with  land  forces,  &c.  againft  Spain:  there  was  alfo  a  coniiderable  debt  at 
his*  father's  deatli;  and  he  had  already  mortgaged  to  the  city  of  London,  in  its  corporate  ca- 
pacity, divers  manors,  lands,  tenements,  &c.— Thus  did  tliis  King  moft  improvidently  for 
himfelf,  and  his  fucceflbrs  (though,  perhaps,  not  inaufpicioufiy  for  the  liberties  of  the  people) 
fdiveft  himfelf  of  a  moft  royal  eftate  and  revenue  in  lands  :  an  eftate  which  had  ever  been  the 
|)cincipal  independent  fuppont  of  the  yearly  expence  of  our  Kings  and  their  houlhold  in  times 
^f  peace. 

In  p.  793  and  807,  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King,  in  two  feparate  commifiions,  appoints 
an  envoy  to  the  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary,  and  to  the  town  of  Sallee,  to  treat  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  "Englifh  captives,  and  alfo  of  peace  and  commerce  with  them.  For  which  purpofes  he 
carried  with  him  all  the  Moors  who  had  been  made  prifoners  by  the  Englifh,  as  alfo  four  brafs 
and  two  iron  cannons,  with  ammunition,  &c.  as  prefents :  a  method  early  praflifed  by  all 
other  Chriftiah  States  in  treating  with  tliofe  people,  to  fupply  them  with  weapons  for  their 
own  deftruftio.n. 

It  being  near  ,Chriftma«,  King  Charles,  iilJ,  p.  798,  again  enjoins  the  nobility,  &c.  to 
withdraw  from  London,  for  keeping  hofpitality  at  their  feats  in  the  country. 

The  French  diaving  in  this  year  feized  on  the  Englifh  merchant  fhips  in  divers  ports  of 
France,  by  way  of  reprifal  for  three  French  ihips  lately  taken  by  the  Englifh  fhips  of  war ; 
and  likewife  on  account  of  certain  older  pretended  claims  on  England,  amounting  in  all  to 
jtwenty^five  thoufand  pounds  ilerling ;  King  Charles,  in  this  fame  year,  grants  a  commiffion 
for  feizing  on  all  the  French  cfFefts  in  the  Englifh  ports,  by  way  of  counter-reprifal.  Foedera, 
•vol.  xviii.  p.  8o2. 
^627  /A/W.p.  813,  a  proclamation  of  King  Charles  was  iffiied,  importing,  "  that  the  prafticc  of 
**  making  faltpetre  in  England,  by  digging  up  the  floors  of  dwelling-houfes,  dove-houfes, 
<•  ftables,  ice,  tended  too  much  to.the  grievance  of  his  fubjefts."  He  had  been  of  another 
mind  in  the  preceding  year,  as  we  have  feen.  •*  And  that,  notwithflanding  all  the  trouble 
*«  and  charge  attending  this  method,  the  undertakers  could  never  yet  furnifh  this  ,reakn  with 
^*  one  third  part  of  the  faltpetre  requifite,  c(pecially  in  time  of  war>  when  moft  wanted:  the 

'*  earth 
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"  earth  of  itfelf  not  being  able  to  engender  the  matter  whereof  faltpctre  is  made,  in  many 
"  years,  without  the  aid  of  artificial  means  for  enriching  the  earth  :  and  yet,  the  neceffity  of 
"  the  prefent  times  requires  fo  much  to  be  made  as  would  fo  impoverilh  the  earth,  that  in  a 
«*  Ihort  time  we  fliould  be  utterly  deftitute  of  that  ineftimable  trcafute.  Whereupon  Sir  John 
"  Prooke,  and  Thomas  Ruflell,  Efq;  have  propofed  to  us,  to  make  fuch  quantities  of  fait- 
•*  petre  as  our  realms  fhall  want,  and  ajfo  to  fupply  foreign  nations  therewith,  by  a  new  in- 
**  vention  of  their  own,  of  which  they  have  given  deraonftrativc  proof,  and  for  which  he  had 
"  aheady  granted  them  an  exclufive  patent.  And  as  thofc  patentees  now  want  nothing  but 
•«  leave  to  colieft  a  fufficient  quantity  of  urine  for  their  faid  manufafturc  of  faltpetre,  at  their 
**  own  charge ;  the  King  therefore  commands  all  bis  fubjefts  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
&c.  near  to  the  place  where  the  faid  patentees  have  aheady  erefted  a  work  for  the  making 
of  faltpetre,  that,  after  notice  given  to  them  rcfpcftively,  they  carefully  keep  in  proper  vcf- 
fels  all  human  urine,  throughout  the' whole  year,  and  alfo  as  much  of  that  of  beaft^s  as  can 
**  be  faved,  for  the  patentees  to  carry  away  from  time  to  time/* 

Another  proclamation,  ibid,  p.  822,  comes  out  from  that  King  againft  the  eating  of  ilefh  in 
Lent,  and  on  other  fiih-days. 

And  that  King  now  iflues  a  commiffion  of  enquiry  into  nuifances  in  and  near  London ; 
"  fuch  as  ftalls,  flaughter-houfes,  brew-houfes,  fmiths  forges,  brick  kilns,  coach  houfes,  tal- 
**  low  chandlers,  finks,  vaults,  dunghills,  layftalls,  garbage,  broken  pavements,  inmates  ia 
**  houfes  crowding  the  fame,  &c.  and  for  rcdreffing  of  all  fuch-like  diforders."  Fcedera, 
vol.  xviii.  p.  827,  &c. 

And,  ihiJ.  p.  831,  King  Charles  commilfions  certain  Aldermen,  &c.  of  London,  **  to 
**  feizc  all  foreign  tobacco,  not  of  the  growth  of  Virginia  or  Bermudas,  for  his  benefit,  agree- 
**  able  to  a  former  commifGon  :  alfo  to  buy  up,  for  his  ufe,  all  the  tobacco  coming  from  our 
•*  faid  plantations,  and  to  fell  the  fame  again,  for  his  benefit." 

In  the  fame  month,  ibiJ.  p.  818,  King  Charles  publifhcs  his  permifiion  of  fifty  thou- 
fahd  pounds  weight  of  Spanifli  tobacco  to  be  imported;  but  then  it  was  to  be  all  bought  by 
himfclf,  and  again  fold  out  to  his  fubjefls.  He  dircft^,  *'  that  die  faid  Spanifh  tobacco,  and 
alfo  all  the  Virginia  and  Somer  Ifles  tobacco;  fhall  be  imported  into  the  port  of  London 
only,  and  marked  likewife  with  three  different  feals  or  ftaraps.  Moreover,  as  great  tjuan- 
tilies  of  tobacco  were  ftill  fown  in  England,  contrary  to  law,  he  now  renews  the  former 
prohibition  of  planting  the  famo  in  England.'* 

JilJ,  p.  853,  King  Charles  grants,  **  a  commiffion  to  Captain  John  Hall,  to  command 
four  fliips  and  a  pinnace  for  next  year's  voyage  to  the  EafI:  Indies,  under  the  dircftion  of 
the  Englifh  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  Eafl  Indies.'*    This  was  only 
a  matter  of  form  :  but  he  further  '*  earneflly  prohibits  all  his  other  fubjefts,  excepting  the  faid. 
Company,  from  reforting  to  India,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  fhips  and  cargoes  ;  half 
to  the  King,  the  otlicr  half  to  the  Company,  purfuant  to  King  James's  charter  to  thskt 
Company,  dated  the  thirty-firfl  of  May,  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  re'ign." 
And  King  James  havfhg,  in  the  year  1617,  granted  letters-patent  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  India 
Company,  to  export  to  India  all  fuch  foreign  coin  and  bullion  as  they  fhould  firft  import  from 
beyond  fea,  fo  as  the  fame  fhould  not  exceed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufaad  pounds  in  anv 
one  year;  King  Charles"  now  grants  a  licence  to  that  Company,  that,  in  confideration  of 
**  the  prefent  prohibition  of  commerce  with  Spain,  whereby  they  arc  difabled  from  procuring 
Vol.  IL  S  s  «*  the 
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1627  **  the  quantity  of  filvertliey  yearly  want,  they  may,  in  their  next  voyage  only^  export  thirty 
'thoufand  pounds  in  foreign  gold,  in  lieu  of  fo  much  filvcr." 

Ibid.  p.  856,  that  King  iflues  a  new  *•  proclamation  againft  the  furnifhing  of  Spain  with 
«*  prpvifions,  ammunition,  or  materials  for  (hipping  of  any  kind  ;  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 
"  Archduke,"  fays  our  King,  '*  having  previoufly  jfTued  like  orders  on  their  part  with  rcfpcA 
**  to  (  ur  dominions." 

Atfo,  ibid:  ^,  861,  King  Charles  grants  frefli  letters  of  reprifal  in  behalf  of  fuch  of  his 
•fubjeds  as  have  had  their  fhips  and  merchandize  taken  by  the  French ;  •*  no  redrefs  having 
*•  been  obtained,  though  often  demanded."     The  fame  rcprifals  were  again  granted  on  the 
twentieth-of  April  following.     Page  887. 

In  p.  862,  ibid.  King  Charles  appoints  Sir  Peter  Wyche  to  be  his  ambaflador  to  the  Grand 
'Seignior,  Sultan  Moratt,  with  the  cuftomary  powers  of  his  appointing  confuls  in  the  feveral 
ports  of  Turkey,  &c. 

To  what  we  have  this  year  exhibited  from  the  Focdera  concerning  King  Charles's  quarrel 
^with  his'brcther-in-law  King  Louis  XIII.  we  Ihall  here  add,  that  Louis,  not  only  detaining 
the  feven  Englifli  fliips,  lent  to  him,  but  alfo  employing  them  againft  his  Proteftant  fubjefts, 
raifed  a  great  clamour  in  England  :  whereupon  King  Charles  feized  on  feveral  French  fhips  in 
Engliih  ports ;  and  Louis,  on  the  other  fide,  feizedjon  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Engli(h  Ihips  in  his  ports.  King  Charles  alfo  now  fent  home  all  his  Queen's  French  fervants; 
^nd,  in  fine,  publilhed  a  declaration  of  war  againft  France,  wherein  he  accufed  Louis  of 
breach  of  articles  with  his  Proteftant  fubjefts,  and  of  blocking  up  their  towns  and  ports  ;  for 
whofe  relief  at  Rochelle  he,  this  fame  year,  had  fent  out  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  with  thirty 
-iliips  of  war ;  but,  being  too  late  in  the  year,  he  was  driven  back  by  ftormy  weather. 

We  have  before  related  from  the  F<3edera,  that  King' Charles  I.  was  fo  ill  advifed,  as,  for 
his  private  gain,  to  direft  the  nominal  value  of  his  coin  to  be  raifed  above  its  intrinfic  value, 
'by  coining  the  pound  weight  of  filvcr  into  three  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  'fix-pence  by  tale,  by 
which  regulation  he  was  to  gain  eight  (hillings  and  fix-pence  on  every  pound  weight  of  filver. 
His  Privy  Council,  however,  were  fomewhat  doubtful  of  the  prudence  of  this  meafure  • 
whereupon  the  famous  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  being  excellently  well  Ikilled  in  the  knowledge  of 
fuch  .matters,  and  of  the  precedents  of  former  reigns,  was  ordered  to  lay  his  opinion  befo're 
the  Board ;  which  was  greatly  to  his  reputation.  For,  in  a  fet  fpeech  at  that  Board,  after- 
wards printed  with  his  other  pofthumous  pieces,  in  the  year  1651,  he  moft  judicioufly  dif- 
played  "  the  great  difcrcdit  as  well  as  real  lofs  which  would  thereby  redound  to  the  King  him- 
"  felf,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  realm.  He  fhewed,  that  the  Roman  empire  kept  up  the  purity 
•*  of  the  ftandard  of  their  coin  until  the  loofc  times  of  Commodus,  when  excefs  of  expence 
**  introduced  neceflSty,  jnd  that  brought  on  the  altering  of  the  flandard  ;  and  that  the  Majef- 
••  ty  of  that  empire  gradually  declined  with  the  gradual  alteration  of  their  coin.  So  that, 
*•  there  is  no  furer  fymptom  of  a  confumption  in  any  State  than  the  corruption  of  their 

•«  money." 

Coming,  in  the  courfc  of  his  work,  to  fpeak  of  our  own  Princes,  he  fliews  "  the  difrepu- 
**  tation  which  fell  on  King  Henry  VI.  by  not  only  abating  the  quantity  of  bullion  in  his 
**  coins,  though  ftill  prcferving  the  nominal  value,  but  likewifc  debafing  them,  by  direfting 
**  the  praftice  of  alchymy,  as  they  termed  it,  in  his  mint.  That  King  Henry  VIII.  fell  into 
•*  the  fame  bad  meafures."  As  is  fully  fhewn  in  our  introduftion.  **  And  that  his  daughter 
•**  Queen  Elizabeth  was  mofl  wifely  advifed  by  her  Treafurcr  Burleigh,  and  by  Sir  Thomas 

*«  Smith, 
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1627  "  Smith,  that  it  would  be  for  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  true  wealth  of  herfclf  and 
**  people,  to  bring  back  the  ftandard  of  the  coins  to  the  ancient  parity  and  purity  of  her  great 
"  grandfather  King  Edward  IV.     In  the  next  place,  he  judicioufly  (hews,  that  as  coin  or 
"  money  was  devifed  as  a  rate  and  meafure  of  merchandize  and  raanufafture,  if  that  mcafure 
••  be  rendered  mutable,  no  man  can  tell  what  he  hath  or  what  he  oweth  ;  and  no  contraft  can 
"  be  certain.     That  Princes  are  guarantees  to  their  people  for  the  juftnefs  of  their  coin,  and 
**  muft  not  fuffer  their  faces  to  warrant  falfliood.     That  this  propofal  now  on  the  anvil  would 
•*  take  away  the  tenth  part  of  every  man's  due  debt  in  rent.     That,  by  coining  the  fliilling 
•^*  with  lefs  filver  in  it  than  before,  a  proportionably-lefs  quantity  of  any  goods  or  merchan- 
**  dizc  will  be  fold  for  it.     That  the  Netherlanders  will,  with  our  prefent  good  coins,  re-coin 
**  with  the  King's  ftamp,  and  import  on  us  the  newly  enhanced  coin.     That  if  men  fhall  rc- 
*'  ccivc  in  the  propofed  nominal  Ihillings  and  pounds  a  lefs  proportion  of  filver  and  gold  than 
they  did  before  this  projefted  alteration,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  pay  for  what  they  buy  at  a 
rate  enhanced,  it  muft  caft  upon  all  a  double  lofs.     What  the  King  will  fufFer  by  it  in  the 
rents  of  his  lands  is  demonftrated  enough  by  the  alterations  fince  the  eighteenth  year  of 
**  King  Edward  III."  in  1344,  "  when  all  the  revenue  came  into  the  receipt,  ponder&et  nu^ 
"  meroj  at  the  rate  of  five  groats  per  ounce ;  which,  fince  that  time,  by  the  feveral  changes 
•*  of  the  ftandard,  is  come  to  five  (hillings ;  whereby  the  King  bath  loft  two-thirds  of  his  re- 
**  venue.     And  the  like  in  his  cuftoms  and  other  receipts.     And,  as  the  King  will  lofe  a 
**  fourteenth  part  in  all  the  filver,  and  a  twenty-fifth  part  in  all  the  gold  he  fhall  receive,  fo 
**  likcwifc  will  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  all  their  former  fettled  rents,  annuities,  penfions, 
"  and  loans.     The  like  alfo  will  fall  upon  the  labourers  and  workmen  in  their  ftatute  wages  : 
**  and  as  their  receipts  will  hereby  be  kflened,  fo  their  iflues  will  be  increafed  by  raifing  the 

**  prices  of  all  things.     It  will  lay  the  lofs  upon  ourfelves  and  the  profit  on  our  enemies.: 

"  fince  all  our  prefent  good  money  will  hereby  be  exported  for  bullion,  our  own  goldfmiths 
**  being  their  brokers.  This  enfeebhng  of  the  coin  is  but  a  fliprt  lived  (hift^  like  drink  to  one 
*«  in  a  dropfy,  to  make  him  fwcll  the  more.  But  the  State  was  never  thoroughly  cured,  as  we 
««  faw  by  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  t'mac,  and  the  late  Queen's,  until  the  coin  was  made  up 
•*  again. 

This  moft  judicious  and  feafonablc  remonftrance  was  fo  well  approved  of,  that  this  projeft 
was  entirely  fet  afidc.  We  ihall,  neverthelefs,  feventy  years  later  than  this  time,  fee  fo  per- 
nicious a  propofal  again  ftartcd  to  King  William's  Minifters  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  die  re- 
monftrance of  another  great  man,  the  famous  John  Lock,  Efq;  who  poflibly  might  have  been 
originally  indebted  for  the  fame  juft  notbns  to  this  fpeech  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton's,  fcemed  in. 
a  fair  way  of  being  received. 

In  this  fecond  year,  therefore,  of  King  Charles  I.  a  pound  weight  of  gold,  of  the  old  ftand- 
ard of  twenty-three  carrats,  three  and  one-half  grains,  fine,  and  half  a  grain  allay,  was  coined 
into  forty-four  pounds  ten  fhillings  by  talc,  viz.  into  rofe  rials,  of  thirty  fhillings  ;  fpur.  rials, 
of  fifteen  fhillings;  and  angels,  often  Ihillings  :  and  a  pound  weight  of  another  ftandard,  viz. 
of  twenty-two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay,  called  crown  gold,  into  forty-one  pounds  by 
talc,  viz.  into  units,  of  twenty  (hillings ;  double  crowns,  ten  fhillings ;  and  Britilh  crowns, 
five  (hillings.  And  a  pound  weight  of  filver,  of  the  old  ftandard  of  eleven  ounces,  two  penny 
weights,  fine,  into  fixty-two  (hillings,  by  tale ;  namely,  into  crowtis^  half  crowns,  (hillings, 
£x-penceS|  two-pences,  pence,  and  halfpence. 

S  s  a.  Iq 
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1627      In  the  fame  vol.  xvili.  p.  870*  of  the  Foedcra,  we  find  the  following  catalogue  of  patents 
for  new  projefts,  in  this  year,  all  for  fourteen  years,  cxclufive,  viz. 

I.  '•  A  patent  to  Lord  D'Acre,  and  two  others,  for  the  folc  making  of  llccl,  according  to 
"  the  invention  of  Thomas  Letfome,  one  of  the  faid  patentees. 

II.  •*  To  Sir  John  Hackct  and  Oftavius  de  Sti-ada,  for  rendering  of  fca  coal  -and  pit  coal  as 
ufcful  as  charcoal,  for  burning  in  houfes,  without  offence  by  the  fmcll  or  fmokc,  accord^ 
ing  to  their  invention. 

III.  **  To  Thomas  Roufc  and  Abraham  Cullyn,  for  the  fole  making  of  ftone  pots,  jugs, 
•*  and  bottles,  according  to  their  new  invention. 

Alfo  (IV.  and  V.)  *'  One  for  draining  of  water  out  of  mines,  &c.  and  another  for  making 
**  of  guns,  great  and  fm^U." 

About  this  time,  fays  the  ingenious  author  of  Caribbcana,  (late  Attorney-general  of  Bar- 
badoes}  printed  at  London,  in  the  year  1741,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  the  fugar  trade  of  Eng- 
land had  its  rife  in  the  firft  fcttlement  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  the  mother  of  all  the  fugar 
colonies.  Yet,  till  fevcral  years  after  this  time,  the  Portugucfc  fupplied  moft  parts  of  Europe 
with  Brafil  fugars.  Others,  we  have  fcen,  make  the  firft  planting  on  Barbadoes  to  have  been 
twelve  years  earlier.    Ligon,  the  otherwife  accurate  author  of  the  hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  has  left 

.  a  blank  in  that  work,  for  the  year  when  Sir  William  Courten  firft  difcovercd  that  fine  ifland  ; 
though  it  is  certain  it  was  before  the  death  of  King  James  I.  Yet  planting  of  tolnicco,  which 
Ligon  reckons  the  very  worft  he  ever  faw,  together  v^ith  their  ginger  and  cotton  wool,  was  all 
the  trade  that  Barbadoes  carried  on  till  about  the  year  1642,  when  they  firft  planted  fugar 
canes,  as  will  be  feen  in  its  proper  place. 

'  At  this  time,  according  to  a  pamphlet,  tranflated  from  the  French,  in  the  year  1664,  en* 
titled,  A  Treatifc  touching  the  Eaft  India  trade,  when  the  French  Eaft  India  Company  was 
firft  eftablifhed,  Guftavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden,  iflued  his  letters-patent,  for  inviting 
his  people  to  form  a  Swedifli  Eaft  India  Company  :  but  the  war  in  Germany  and  that  great 
King's  death,  a  few  years  after,  prevented  the  accomplifhment  of  that  defign. 

In  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  896,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  a  proclamation  from  King 
Charles  I.  which  will,  in  part,  (hew  the  nature  of  the  London  goldfmiths  bufinefs  at  this  time; 

.and,  partly  alfo,  the  exifting  ftate  of  our  Englifli  filver  and  gold  coins. 

•*  W-hereas  the  exchangeof  all  manner  of  gold  and  filver,  current  in  monies,  or  otherwife, 
**  as  the  buying,  felling,  and  exchanging  of  all  manner  of  bullion  in  fpecies  of  foreign  coins, 
**  billets,  ingots,  &c.  finej  refined,  or  allayed,  howfoever,  being  fit  for  our  mint,  hath 
•*  ever  been,  and  ought  to  be,  our  folc  right,  as  part  of  our  prerogative  royal,  and  ancient 
«*  revenue;  wherein  none  of  our  fubjcfts,  of  what  trade  or  quality  foever,  ought  at  all,  with- 
•*  out  our  fpccial  licence,  to  intermeddle,  the  fame  being  prohibited  by  divers  afts  of  Parlia- 

'^*  ment  and  proclamations,  both  ancient  and  modern.  And  whereas  ourfelf,  and  divers  of 
**  our  royal  prcdcceflbrs,  have,  for  fomc  time  paft,  tolerated  a  promifcuous  kind  of  liberty  to 
**  all,  but  efpccially  toiome  of  the  myftcry  and  trade  of  goldfmiths  in  London,  and  elfewhere, 

^*  not  only  to  make  the  faid  exchanges,  but  to  buy  and  fell  all  manner  of  bullion  :   and  from 

^*  thence  fome  of  them  have  grown  to  that  licentioufnefs,  that  they  have  for  divers  years  pre- 
**  fumed,  for  their  private  .gain,  to  fort  and  weigh  all  forts  of  money  current  within  our  realm, 
**  to  the  end  to  cull  out  the  old  and  new  monies,  which,  cither  by  not  wearing  or  by  any 

^*  other  accident,  arc  weightier  than  the  Teft ;  which  wcightieft  monies  Have  not  only  been 

^  molten  down,  for  tlic  making  of  plate,  &c.  but  even  traded  in  and  fold  to  raerchant-ftran- 

**  gers, 
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1627  *'  gers,  &c.  who  have  exported  the  fame  ;  whereby  the  confumption  of  coins  has  been  greatly 

**  occalioned,  as  alfo  the  rjiifing  of  the  filver  even  of  our  own  monies  to  a  rate  above  what 

**  they  arc  truly  current  for ;  by  reafoii  whereof  no  filver  can  be  brought  up  to  our  mint,  but 

•*  to  the  lofs  of  the  bringers,  &c.     For  the  reforming  of  all  which  abufes,  we  have,  by  the 

"  advice  of  our  privy  council,  determined  to  refume  our  faid  right,  for  our  own  profit,  and 

**  the  good  of  the  realm  :  and,  for  this  end,  we  do  now  appoint  Henry  Earl  of  Holland,  and 

••  his  deputies,  to  have  the  office  of  our  changes,  exchanges,  and  out  changes  whatfoever,  in 

**  England,  "Wales,  and  Ireland.     And  we  do  hereby  ftriftly  charge  and  command,  that  no 

**  goldfmith,  nor  other  perfon  whatfoever,  other  than  the  faiJ  Earl  of  Holland,  do  prefumc 

*'  to  change,  &c.  (as  above)  and  as   the  following  articles  do  more  fully  direft,  in  fub- 

"  (lance,  \mz. 

Fitft  and  Second,  **  None,  without  our  fpcciallicence,  (hall  tranfport  to  foreign  parts  any 
•  "  gold  or  filver,  in  coin,  plate,  or  bullion  ;  as  by  ftatute  of  the  ninth  of  King  Edvvardlll.' 
'     •*  and  the  fecond  of  King  Henry  IV. 

Third,  "  None  fhall  prefume  to  melt  down  the  current  coins  of  our  kingdom,  nor  to  cull 
**  and  fort  from  the  reft  any  of  their  weightier  monies. 

Fourth,  '•  None  but  our  faid  changer,  and  his  deputies,  fhall  receive  or  take,  by  way  of 
**  payment  or  exchange,  dircftly  or  indireftly,  for  any  fpecies  of  foreign  coin,  or  other  gold 
^<  or  iilver,  more  than  the  rates  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  given  or  allowed  for  the 
**  fame  at  our  mint  or  exchange. 

Fifth,  **  To  prevent  the  frauds  of  goldfmiths  againft  the  ftatute  of  the  eighteenth  of  Queen  * 
•*  Elizabeth,  all  goldfmiths,  on  the  falc  of  any  plate,  fhall  deliver  a  ticket,  with  his  name  or 
*'  mark,  to  the  buyer,  exprefling  the  day  of  fale,  the  weight  of  fuch  plate,  and  the  value  or 
**  rate  of  the  gold  or  filver  apart,  and  alfo  the  value  and  rate  of  the  falhion  apart,  by  which 
**  may  appear  at  what  rate  the  one  or  the  other  was  valued,  &c. 

Sixtli,  **  In  every  piece  of  gold  current  for  thirty  fhillings,  twenty  fhiUings,  fifteen  fliillings, 
**  ten  fhillings,  five  fliillings,  and  two  fliillings  and  fixpence,  the  abatement  fhall  not  exceed 
**  four  grains  and  a  half  for  thirty  fhilling  pieces,  three  grains,  two  grains  and  a  half,  two 
•*  grains,  one  grain,  and  half  a  grain,  for  the  other  refpeftive  pieces.  Which  feveral  gold 
^*  coins  wanting  no  more,  fhall  pafs  current,  as  if  of  full  weight  and  value:  but  if  they  want 
**  refpeftivcly  more  in  weight  than  the  faid  feveral  refpeftive  abatements,  then  they  fhall  not 
•*  be  current ;  but  fliall  be  brought  to  our  exchanges  or  mint,  to  be  melted  down,  and  mad« 
*'  into  new  coin. 

Seventh,  *«  No  falfe  or  deceitful  ftufFor  manufafture  of  gold  or  filver,  lefs  in  fincnefs  than 
**  our  money  o'f  gold  and  filver,  fliall  be  made,  fold,  or  imported.  Yet  this  order  fliall  not 
**  reftrain  any  fubjed  from  importing  of  bullion  from  beyond*fea,  to  be  carried  to  our  mint 
**  to  be  coined.  Goldfmiths,  however,  may  continue,  agreeable  to  the  franchifes,  &c.  granted 
*•  to  them  by  diarters  from  us  and  our  predeceffors,  to  buy  any  gold  or  filver  in  plate,  or  other 
**  manufaiflure,  as  heretofore,  fo  as  tliciame  be  bought  or  exchanged  only  to  make  plate,  or 
**  other  manufa<flure  ;  and  that  they  do  not  give  a  higher  rate  for  the  fame  than  the  rate  of  our 
**  mint;  and  tliat,  under  colour  thereof,  they  do  not  buy,  exchange,  or  intermeddle  with 
**  any  foreign  fpecies  of  money,  or  other  bullion,  either  foreign  or  of  our  own  produce;  all 
^*  which  ought  to  be  carried  to  and  coined  at  our  mint." 

In  the  fame  year  1627,  Focdcra,  vol.  xviii.  p.  904,  King  Charles  direfts  a  fpccial  commif* 
lion  of  lords  and  gentlemen,    *•  for  fix  fliips  of  war  to  be  fitted  out,  viz.  three  of  three  hun- 

•*  drcd 
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1627  *<  drcd  tons  each,  and  three  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  for  the  guard  of  the  northern  fe»* 
"  coafts  of  England  from  foreign  enemies,  whereby  trade  was  much  interrupted,  and  the  city 
'*  of  London,  and  other  parts  of  our  kingdom,  much  damaged,  for  want  of  coals  and  other 
"  commodities,  ufually  tranfported  from  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  and  Sunderland,  to  London^ 
**  and  parts  adjacent,  and  to  moft  other  parts  of  our  dominions.  And,  forbearing  the  expence 
*'  of  this  armament,  the  King,  befide  the  forfeitures  of  recufants  convift,  hereby  appropriates 
**  a  voluntary  offer  made  by  the  owners  of  coal-pits  and  the  fellers  of  coals,  to  be  carried  from 
•*  thofe  two  towns,  either  by  fea  or  land,  of  fix-pence  on  every  chaldron  of  coals." 
Here  we  may  very  naturally  obferve, 

Firft,  What  a  poor  armament  this  was,  for  the  King  to  appoint  a  fpecial  commiffion  of 
lords  and  gentlemen  to  get  it  ready. 

Secondly,  There  is  no  other  place  therein  named  in  the  faid  commiilion  but  Newcaftlc 
and  Sunderland  for  the  coal-trade. 

Thirdly,  That  this  new  town  of  Sunderland  was  by  this  time  grown  up  to  be  of  fome  con- 
fequence,  althpugh  in  Camden's  Britannia,  written  but  twenty  years  before,  it  was  not  deemed 
worthy  of  a  bare  mention. 

Fourthly,  That,  by  this  time,  the  coal-trade  from  thofe  parts  to  London,  and  other  fouth* 
ern  parts,  was  become  very  confiderablc. 

Laftly,  That  although  this  King  had  many  good  Ihips  of  his  own,  for  thofe  times,  yet 
they  were  all  laid  up  at  Chatham  and  Portfmouth ;  he  having  no  funds  for  employing  them 
againft  his  foreign  enemies,  who  were  probably  privateers  from  the  Spanifh  Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding  the  patent  of  the  preceding  year,  for  the  new  way  of  making  faltpetre  froni 
urine,  for  which  an  office  had  been  erefted  in  Southwark,  and  notwithftanding  King  Charles's 
declaration,  that  the  former  way  of  keeping  of  floors  digged  up,  &c.  was  fo  troublefome  to  his 
fubjefts,  yet  fo  unftable  was  he,  that,  in  this  fame  year  1627,  vol.  xviii.  p.  915,  of  the  Fcedcra, 
we  find  him  again  renewing  all  his  former  orders  and  directions  of  the  year  1625,  ^^^  keeping 
the  floors  of  dove-houfes,  ftablcs,  &c.  free  from  fand,  gravel,  &c.  for  the  growth  of  the  mine 
or  material  of  faltpetre,  as  before.     And,  p.  918,  he  gives  a  commiffion  to  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, &c.  **  That,  by  reafon  of  the  extraordinary  need  there  was  then  of  ^tpetre  for  gun- 
*•  powder,  they  caufe,  enter,  break  open,  and  work  for  faltpetre,  as  well  within  houfes,  lands, 
"  &c.  of  us,  as  of  our  fubjefts  ;  and  to  ufe  all  fuch  ground,  earth,  walls,  and  water,  as  fliall 
**  be  requifite  for  that  purpofe.     And  alfo  to  take  carriages  and  carts  for  the  fame,  at  the  price 
**  of  four-pence  per  mile  per  cart;  the  empty  vefTel  to  be  re-carried  gratis,  as  formerly.     Alfo 
**  to  take  fea-coal  and  wood-afhes,  at  reafonable  prices  ;   as  alfo  work-houfes,  barns^  yards^ 
"  &c.  for  working  the  mine  of  faltpetre,  at  reafonable  rates,  &c^" 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  920,  that  King  iifued  a  new  proclamation  concerning  tobacco,  much- 
in  the  ftik  of  his  own  and  his  father's  former  ones,,  and  for  the  fole  monopoly  thereof. 

Firft,  "  He  enjoins  the  plucking  up  of  all  tobacco  growing  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
*•  ftriftly  forbids  the  planting  any  more. 

Secondly,  **  None  fhall  hereafter  import  any  Spanifh  or  other  foreign  tobacco,  without  the 
**  King*s  fpecial  commiffion. 

Thirdly,  "  And,  becaufe  fuch  foreign  tobacco  fhould  not  be  uttered  under  the  pretence  of 
**  being  the  tobacco  of  Virginia  and  the  -Somer  Ifles,  and  other  Englilh  colonies,  and  that 
*«  the  planters  in  his  faid  colonies  may  not  give  themfelves  over  to  the  planting  of  tobacca 
•*  only,  and  negleft  to  apply  themfelves  to  folid  commodities,  lit  for  tlie  eftablifhing  of  colo- 

*'  lonies. 
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1627  **  nics,  which  will  utterly  deftroy  thefc  and  all  other  plantations  ;  from  henceforth  no  tobacco, 
**  even  of  our  own  colonies,  (hall  be  imported,  without  our  own  fpecial  licence :  and  what 
••  fhall  be  fo  imported,  Ihall  be  delivered  to  our  ufe,  upon  fuch  realbnable  price  as  (hall  be 
**  agreed  on. 

Fourthly,  **  No  perfon  (hall  henceforth  buy  any  tobacco  here  but  from  our  commiiTioners  ; 
**  which  tobacco  (hall  be  fealed  or  (tamped  ;  and,  when  fold  again,  a  note  (hall  be  made,  cx- 
**  preffing  the  time  when  bought,  and  the  quantity  and  quality  thereof." 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  932,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  iffaes  the  following 
declaration,  viz. 

Whereas  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  reafon  of  the  peace  and  plenty  it  hath  of  late  en- 
joyed, is  fo  ftored  with  profitable  commodities  and  merchandizes,  that  they  have  not  only 
enough  for  their  own  u(c,  but  alfo  for  exportation  : 

*^  And  whereas  the  Irifh  exported  commodities  are  fuch  as  are  ufually  or  moftly  carried  to 
countries  not  in  league  or  friendfhip  with  us:"  meaning  Spain  and  Portugal,  *'  for  the  in- 
creafe,  therefore,  of  our  revenue,  we  have  thought  fit  to  raife  a  higher  and  greater  impofi- 
tion  or  increafc  of  fubfidy  on  the  goods  therein  fpecified ;  whereby  our  faid  enemies,  or 
thofe  not  in  league  with  us,  who  (land  in  need  of  thofe  commodities,  muft  pay  higher  rates 
^'  for  the  fame  than  heretofore. 

"  The  commodities  herein  fpecified  were  pilchards,  herrings,  falmon,  butter,  falted  fle(h  of  all 
**  kinds,  (heep  ind  calves-(kins,  ox-hides,  tallow-candles,  iron,  wool,  yarn,  rugs,  blankets,  wax, 
**  goat  and  deer-(kins,  live  bulls,  oxen,  cojvs,  horfes,  pipe-ftaves,  corn  and  pulfc  of  all  kinds, 
But  the  additional  duties  thereon  (hall  not  take  place  for  any  importations  into  England.  No 
**  pipe-ftaves,  or  wool,  and  (heep-(k}ns  with  the  wool,  (hall  be  exported  from  Ireland,  without 
**  a  fpecial  licence.  And  merchant-drangers  (hall  pay  one-fourth  part  more  than  natives  at 
**  fuch  exportations," 

King  Charles  now  fent  out  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  with  ten  of  his  (hips  of  war,  ninctv 
tranfports,  and  feven  thoufand  troops,  defigncd  for  the  relief  of  Rochelle.  But  not  bein^  ad* 
mitted  with  his  troops  into  that  city,  which  King  Charles  was  fufpefted  of  defigning  to  keep 
to  himfelf,  he  landed  on  the  ifle  of  Rhe,  and  attempted  to  befiege  the  fort  and  town  of  St. 
Martin's  ;  but  that  Duke  beii>g  un(killed  in  warlike  affairs,  was  (hamefully  bafHed  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  and,  after  lofing  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops,  precipitately  re-embarked,  and  returned 
home  with  the  remainder,  after  great  expcnce  to  no  purpofe. 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  950,  and  q6i,  we  again  have  King  Charles's  frequently 
repeated  two  forts  of  proclamations  :  the  one  enjoining  the  nobility  and  gentry  to  withdraw 
to  their  country -feats,  for  the  keeping  of  hofpitality  ;  and  the  other  againft  the  eating  of  flefti 
in  Lent,  and  on  other  fifh  days,  for  the  feemingly  idle  reafons  already  fo  often  affigned. 

In  p.  970,  in  the  fame  volume,  that  King  renewed  his  commiflion  for  the  better  execution  of 
his  former  proclamation  touching  the  office  of  his  changer  and  re-changer  of  gold  and  filver  ; 
and  for  reftraining-goldfmiths  from  culling,  melting  down,  &c.  of  the  coin. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  tlie  Foedera,  p.  987,  in  a  long  lift  of  dignities  and  oflices,  created  iti 
this  year  1627,  there  is  one,  "  for  the  fole  making  and  regifterlng  of  all  manner  of  afTurances, 
.  •*  intinrations,  and  renunciations,  made  upon  any  (hip  or  (hips,  goods,  or  merchandize,  ia 
**  the  Royal  Exchange,  or  other  places  within  the  city  of  London,  for  thirtv-onc  vears." 

Other  projefted  monopolies  of  this  year  are  in  p.  992,  of  the  faid  eighteenth  volume  of  the 
Foedera,  viz. 

3  r;rii. 
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1627  Firftt  **  A  charter  to  three  perfons  for  the  fole  prafticc  of  their  new  invention  for  tlie  melt* 
**  ing  of  iron  ore,  and  making  the  iame  into  caft-works  and  bars,  with  fea-coai  and  pit-coal 
**  only. 

Secondly,  "  A  device  for  earing  and  plowing  of  land,  without  cither  horfes  or  oxen. 

Thirdly,  **  For  the  folc  ufe  of  a  new-invented  engine,  to  make  all  manner  of  mills  to  grind 
••  and  perform  their  wonted  labour,  without  the  help  cither  of  horfes,  wind,  or  water;  under 
**  the  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  Exchequer," 

All  thcfe  were  for  fourteen  years  cxclufivc. 

In  the  fame  year  1627.,  King  Charles  I.  is  faid  to  have  made  a  grant  to  James  Hay,  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  of  the  fine  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  alfo  of  all  the  other  English  Caribbee  ides'.  Yet 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  one  of  his  trafts,  teftifies,  that  James  Ley,  Earl  of  Marlborough 
and  Lord  Trcafurer,  had  a  prior  grant  thereof,  in  this  fame  year  i  and  that  he  afterwards,  viz. 
in  the  year  1629,  as  fhall  be  fhewn  from  the  Foedera,  confented  to  have  thofe  ifles  granted  to 
the  faid  Earl  of  Carlifle,  upon  payment  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum;  although  the 
planters  tlicmfelvcs  then  infiftcd  on  the  King's  taking  them  under  his  own  immediate  protcc* 
tion,  and  on  the  revoking  that  charter  to  Lord  Carlifle ;  and  with  good  reafon,  as  they  alone 
had  been  at  the  expence  of  planting  the  fame. 

Sir  William  Courten,  who  firft  planted  Barbadoes,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  L  is  faid  by 
his  fonto  have  been  three  years  in  quiet  poflenion  of  it,  and  to  have  expended  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  in  forts,  buildings,  and  plantations  there.  How  he  came  now  to  lofe  it,  or  whether 
he  fold  it  in  parcels  to  the  faid  planters,  or  that  his  right  was  difputable,  does  not  ckarly  ap- 
pear. In  a  printed  account  of  bis  great  lofles  fuftained  in  his  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  his  fon 
pofitively  affirms,  that  his  father  firft  difcovered,  planted,  and  fortified  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
and  afterwards  had  a  grant  of  it  from  King  Charles  I.  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  by  patent ; 
and  that  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  in  virtue  of  his  grant,  the  following  year,  intruded,  and  took  for- 
cible pofleflion  thereof ;  for  which  injury,  Sir  William's  reprefentatives  never  had  any  com- 
pcnfation. 

Thcfe  Weft  India  ifles,  before  the  planting  of  fugar-canes,  was  praSifed  in  them  were  in  thofe 
early  times  thought  of  very  little  worth,  otherwife  the  grant  above-mentioned  would  not  have 
been  fo  readily  made.  The  planters,  however,  went  on  in  the  improving  of  them  during  all  the 
civil  war,  and  the  ufurpation ;  but,  at  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  it  was  determined  by 
the  King  and  council,  that  out  of  the  revenue  of  Barbadoes,  then  greatly  improved,  the  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  fliould  be  allowed  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  for  his  life;  and 
that,  once  for  all,  one  thoufand  pounds  fliould  be  paid  to  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  who  claimed 
under  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  grant,  fo  as  he  furrendered  Lord  Carlifle's  charter.  And  tlius 
Barbadoes,  and  all  the  other  Caribbee  ifles,  Barbuda  excepted,  thenceforward  came  under  the 
immediate  government  of  the  crown,  as  they  have  ever  fince  remained.— See  the  year  1628. 

We  have  related  under  the  year  1625,  that  the  Englifli  and  French,  in  one  and  the  fame 
day,  fettled  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftoplier,  the  beft  of  all  our  Caribbee  ifles  next  after  Bar- 
badoes. **  In  this  year  1627,  a  foleran  agreement  was  executed  between  the  planters  of  both 
**  nations,  for  dividing  that  ifland  between  them,  and  proper  boundaries  were  fixed,  which 
•«  (fays  our  French  author,  remain  to  this  day,  viz.  in  1658.  But  there  was  a  fpecial  pro- 
**  vifo,  thatfifhing,  hunting,  the  fait  ponds,  the  moft  precious  kind  of  wood,  for  dyers  and 
<<  joii^ers  work,  and  the  havens  and  mines,  fhould  ail  be  common  to  both  nations.  They 
<*  alfo  made  a  mutual  covenant,  for  their  defence  againft  the  common  enemy,  meaning  Spain. 

t  •'  That 
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1627  **  That  a  Company. at  London  fuppHcd  the  Englifti  there  with  every  thing  very  well; 
^'  and  that  the  Englifh,  being  better  acquainted  with  the  fea  and  with  colonizing^  improved 
"  their  moiety  of  this  ifle  much  better  and  quicker  than  the  French  did  theirs."  We  wifli  wc 
could  now  fay  tlie  like  in  our  own  favour,  with  particular  refpeA  to  the  much  more  important 
iftand  of  Jamaica.  *^  So  that  the  Engliih  were  enabled,  in  the  following  year  2628,  to  go 
*'  over  to  the  ide  of  Nevis,  and  to  plant  thereon ;  it  being  but  about  half  a  league  diflant." 

The  two  nations  lived  well  enough  together  till  the  revolution  in  England,  in  16&9,  when 
the  French,  by  furprizc,  and  before  war  was  declared  in  Europe,  fell  upon  the  Engli(h,  at  the 
inAigation  of  the  Irifh  papiils  fettled  with  tliem,  and  got  the  better  of  them ;  obliging  them 
to  retire  to  Nevis  :  and,  the  year  following,  the  Englifh,  headed  by  Colonel  Coddringtoh, 
ferved  the  French  in  the  fame  manner :  yet  they  were  rellored  by  the  peace  of  Ryfwick.  Oa 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1702,  Colonel  Coddrington  again  difpoflTefled  the  French  ;  and 
by  the  peace  of  Utrecht  we  have  it  entire.  It  is  a  noble  and  fruitful  ifle,  making  ten  thaufand 
hoglheads  of  fugar  yearly,  and  has  plenty  of  other  excellent  prpduAions,  as  cotton,  ginger^ 
&c.  and  is  well  watered. 

N.  B.  The  ifle  of  Dominica,  lying  between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  has  been  claimed 
both  by  England  and  France ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  had  never  yet  been  planted  by  cither  na- 
tion ;  and  has  ftill  many  Caribbean  natives  on  it,  who  were  much  incrcafed  by  the  Caribbean^ 
retiring  to  it,  who  had  been  driven  out  of  the  other  neighbouring  ifles  by  the  Europeans, 
This  ifle  is  always  ftill  included  in  the  Governor  of  Barbadoes's  commiflion,  though  the 
French  would  not  permit  our  fettling  it.  The  Caribbean  natives  were  faid  to  favour  the 
French  more  than  the  Englifli;  and  to  fell  their  poultry,  hogs,  &c.  tothofc  of  Martinico. 
Yet  we,  as  well  as  other  European  nations,  did  fometimcs  wood  and  water  on  it;  although 
it  has  neither  ports  nor  good  bays  for  flielter.  In  the  year  1761  wc  took  entire  pofleflioii 
of  it. 

Defeada  is  partly  planted  by  the  French ;  though  the  time  when  is  not  well  known  :  and  it 
is  generally  faid  to  be  of  very  fmall  importance. 
1628  At  this  time  the  Hollanders  did  infinite  damage  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by 
taking  their  plate  fleet,  and  plundering  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba.  It  would  be  atmoft 
endlefs  to  enumerate  the  damages  they,  at  different  times,  did  to  Spain,  till  the  year  1648, 
when  the  peace  of  Munfler  put  a  period  to  all  their  difFerences. 

We  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  underfiand  the  true  ftate  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's 
affairs,  at  this  time,  from  their  petition  and  remonftrance  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  printed 
in  this  year  1628 ;  being  in  fubftancc,  "  That  the  Company  having  cxifted  twenty-eight 
•*  years,  by  charters  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James,  and  King  Charles,  they  traded 
"  with  great  fuccefs  to  India,  until  fundry  ill  accidents,  from  ftorms  and  enemies,  but  more 
cfpccially  from  profefled  friends  and  allies,"  meaning  the  Dutch  Company,  "  have  infi- 
nitely damaged  it. — Which  misfortunes,  together  with  our  annual  exportation  of  foreign 
coin  to  India,  having  begot  fuch  caufelefs  complaints  as  thereby  have  much  difcouraged 
"  the  adventurers  from  any  longer  trading  under  the  general  cenfure  of  all  ranks  in  the  na* 
tion. — They  therefore  humbly  pray  that  honourable  Houfe  to  take  the  following  articles  or 
queries  into  their  confideration.  And  if,  upon  their  examination,  the  faid  trade  fhall  be 
found  to  be  unprofitable  to  the  kingdom,  that  it  may  be  fuppreffed. — But,  if  otherwife,  they 
pray,  that  it  may  be  fupportedand  countenanced  by  fome  public  declaration,  for  the  fa- 
VoL.  li,  T  t  /  u  tisfaftioa 
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1628  **  tisfaftion  of  all  his  Majefty's  fubje£ts,  and  the  better  encouragement  of  die  prefent  ad« 
**  venturers.'* 

**  Article  I.  The  Company's  trade  much  increafeth  the  ftrength  of  England  with  mar iners» 

**  TParlike  ihipping,  ammunition,  and  all  ufeful  artificers  relating  thereto ;  as  alfo  the  general 

\  **  traffic  of  England,  not  only  by  its  own  trade  to  India,  but  by  its  large  magazine  of  many 

rich   Indian  wares,   to  be  exported  to  foreign  countries,   as  Turkey,   Italy,  the  Eaft 

Country,  &c." 

9^  Here  they  expatiate  on  their  former  benefits  to  the  public,  **  when,  fome  few  years  be* 
**  fore  they  employed  fifteen  thoufand  tons  of  fhipping,  all  at  one  time,  either  going  to,  com* 
**  ing  from,  or  trading  in  India,  from  port  to  port:  and  that  at  prefent  they  employ  ten 
**  thoufand  tons  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  mariners. — That,  laft  year,  they  imported 
'*  pepper  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  whereof  the  value 
**  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  was  re-exported  to  foreign  parts  in  a  few 
**  weeks  ;  and  much  the  like  of  indigo,  callicoes,  and  divers  other  rich  wares  :  by  which  re* 
**  exportations  they  employ  two  thoufand  more  tons  of  Ihipping  and  five  hundred  mariners* 
*<  That  at  leafl  one  thoufand  perfons  are  fupported  by  the  building  and  repair  of  their  fhips^ 
**  the  making  their  artillery,  naval  ftores,  provifions,  &c.  befide  the  toimage  employed  by  the 
*'  Company  to  fetch  timber,  and  pipe  ftaves  out  of  Ireland,"  here  Ireland  fUll  fupplies  tim* 
ber,  though  in  our  time  quite  deftitute  of  it,  **  and  hemp  out  of  Eaftland ; — and  for  the  im* 
*'  porting  of  wines,  elephants  teeth,  wrought  filks,  coral,  quickfilver,  &c.  to  fumilh  out 
**  tbofe  voyages. — That  the  great  magazines  of  naval  ftores  and  ammunition,  which  the  Com* 
*'  pany  has  always  ready,  are  often  helpful  to  others,  as  being  no*where  elfe  to  be  had  for 
**  money  at  home  ;  and  they  at  this  time  make  thirty  barrels  of  gunpowder  weekly  at  their 
**  own  powder  mills,  of  the  faltpetre  they  import  from  India. 

**  II.  It  incrcafes  the  general  wealth  of  the  nation. — It  faves  much  money  yearly  to  our  na- 
*•  tion  inHhe  expence  of  Indian  wares,  by  fupplying  them  fo  much  cheaper  than  they  could 
**  have  them  from  other  European  nations. — It  increafes,  very  confiderably,  the  ]^ing*s  cuf* 
**  toms, — improves  the  price  of  land,  and  of  wool,  tin,  lead,  iron,  &c.  Wherefore,  although, 
*•  in  the  Company's  late  unfortunate  years,  they  have  themfelves  been  lofers,  yet  the  crown 
**  and  nation  have  all  the  while  been  gainers  by  this  trade  — That  the  vent  of  our  cloth,  .lead, 
*•  tin,  &c.  in  India  continually  increafes. — That  it  is  by  reafon  of  the  Company's  having, 
••  for  three  years  paft,  been  expelled  the  Spice  Iflands  by  tlie  Dutch,  that  thofe  fpices  are 
**  twice  as  dear  as  when  the  Company  imported  them  from  India. — That  the  raifing  the  price 
*•  of  lands  being  of  the  greatefl  confequence  to  gentlemen,  this  can  only  be  done  by  our  ex- 
**  porting  more  in  value  of  our  own  native  commodities  than  we  import  of  thofe  of  other 
*•  nations,  the  balance  whereof  will  come  to  us  in  treafure  ;  and  an  increafe  of  treafure  will 
**  ever  enhance  the  price  of  lands.  And  that  the  treafure  fo  received  by  the  balance  of  our 
**  foreign  commerce  is  the  only  money  which  can  remain  permanently  with  us,  and  by  which 
«  we  are  enriched.— That  this  increafe  of  money  will  alfo  naturally  increafe  the  price  of  wool, 
"  tin,  lead,  &c.  which  alfo  will  contribute  to  increafe  the  price  of  lands,  as  does  alfo  the  in- 
*«  creafe  of  the  merchants  riches  gotten  by  traffic— That  it  well  merits  confideration,  that 
*•  there  are  three  different  fpecies  of  profit  in  foreign  commerce : 

Firft,  The  private  merchant  may  be  a  lofer  when  the  nation  may  be  a  gainer  by  this 

traffic.     For  inftance,  the  Company  fhall  fend  out  goods  or  mouey  to  the  value  of  one 

hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  bring  home  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  value  in  return; 

*'  yet, 
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1628  "  yet,  though  this  return  trebles  the  public  ftock,  the  Company  may  nevcrthelcfs  be  lofers, 
**  if  the  goods  in  return  be  fo  bulky  as  to  occafion  fo  much  freight  of  fhipping,  infurance, 
*^  cuftoms,  and  other  charges,  as  amount  to  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  added  to  the 
**  principal  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  will  make  the  Company  lofers,  although  the 
**  nation  may  be  gainers  by  the  additional  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

**  Secondly,  The  merchant  may  be  a  gainer  by  a  lofing  trade  to  the  nation,  if  our  imports 
**  exceed  our  exports  in  the  general  balance.     And,  ' 

**  Laftly,  The  King  may  be  a  gainer  in  his  cuftoms,  when  both  the  merchant  and  the  na- 
*♦  tion  may  be  lofers  by  fome  trades. 

"  III.  As  for  the  Company's  next  two  articles,  viz. 

"  Firft,  Their  being  a  means  to  weaken  the  King  of  Spain  and  his  fubjefts,  and  to  exhauft 
**  tlieir  treafure;  and, 

*•  Secondly,  Their  counterpoifing  the  Hollanders  fwelHng  greatnefs  of  trade,  and  to  keep 
**  them  from  being  abfolute  lords  of  the  feas,  whenever  they  fhall  drive  us  out  of  this  rich 
**  traffic,  as  they  have  long  endeavoured  to  do,  both  by  policy  and  force." 

They  were  confiderations  entirely  temporary,  or  properly  fuitable  to  that  age  alone,  and 
therefore  not  now  to  be  regarded. 

**  IV.  To  the  common  objeftion,  that  the  Eaft  India  trade  exhaufts  our  treafure,'*  which 
objeSion  was  made  fo  early  in  Spain  as  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  **  the  Company 
**  replies,  that  this  trade  is  fo  far  from  doing  it,  that,  with  refpeft  to  their  carrying  it  on,  it 
**  is  the  beft  means  to  increafe  the  treafure  of  this  kingdom. — For  they  receive  a  greater 
**  balance  in  cafh,  by  the  vaft  quantities  of  Eaft  India  merchandize  re-exported  to  other  coun- 
**  tries,  than  the  fums  fcnt  owt  to  India ;  befide  the  employing  much  fhipping  and  many 
•*  failors  therein,  &c, — All  which  the  Company  fubmitted  to  that  honourable  Houfe."  But 
the  King's  fuddcn  diflblution  of  the  Parliament  prevented  their  taking  this  remonftrance  ihta 
•  theip  coniideration :  wherefore  that  Company  continued  to  carry  on  their  trade  to  India, 
though  with  various  fuccefs. 

This  piece  being  one  of  the  moft  authentic  and  judicious  vindications  of  our  Eaft  India 
trade,  we  have  made  the  larger  extraft  from  it,  as  it  may  hereafter  fave  the  trouble  of  exhibit- 
ing the  fame  fort  of  anfwers  to  future  objections  concerning,  it.  It  was  fo  well  efteemed  as  to 
be  afterwards  re-printed  in  the  year  1641,  Yet  we  muft  here,  in  point  of  jufticc,  remark, 
that  in  that  whole  piece  there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  the  Company's  being  a  monopoly, 
although  that  i^as  then  one  of  the  objedtions  againft  it.  The  Company's  filence  on  that 
tender  point  was,  probably,  the  effeft  of  their  great  prudence,  as  not  being  able,  in  that  cri- 
tical time,  to  fatisfy  the  Houfc  of  Connnons  concerning  what  they  were  then  loudly  com* 
plaining  of  in  general,  both  within  and  without  doors. 

Notwithftanding  England's  former  difappointments  concerning  the  planting  in,  or  trading 
to,  Guiana,  it  was,  in  this  year  1628,  again  attempted  by  a  company ;  and  a  patent  was  grant- 
ed to  Captain  North,  &c,  who  had  been  with  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  the  laft  unfortunate  ad- 
venture  thither.  They  even  went  fo  far  as  to  make  a  fcttlemcnt  on  the  river  of  Amazons, 
and  began  to  ereft  Buildings,  fortifications,  &c.  But  this  came  afterwards  to  nothing,  though 
not  immediately:  for  in  Sir  William  Monfon's  Naval  Trafts,  firft  publiflied  in  the  year  1635,* 
he  reports,  **  that  there  was  then  aftually  an  Englifh  colony  in  Guiana,  which  yielded  the 
"**  beft  tobacco ;  and  that  the  natives  were  the  moft  traftable  of.any  of  our  fcttlements,"    How 
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1628  this  came  to  be  dropped,  we  apprehend,  does  no  where  appear.     Unlefs,  pof&bly,  this  author 
meant  the  colony  of  Surinam,  which  was  £rft  fettled  by  England  fomewhat  near  this  time. 

The  very  firft  record  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  fhe  Foedera  is  a  pioclamation,  of 
King  Charles  I.  in  the  year  1628,  againft  the  carrying  provifions  or  ammunition  to  France, 
whofe  King,  Louis  XIII.  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  publifhed  two  feveral  edi£ts  againft 
fupplying  of  England  therewith,  full  of  acrimony,  fays  our  King, 

Our  faid  King,  having  in  the  preceding  year  mifcarried  in  his  expedition  againft  the  ifle  of 
Rhe,  fent  out  this  year  a  fleet,  under  the  Earl  of  Lindfey,  for  the  relief  of  Rocheile,  then 
clofely  beiieged  by  Louis  XIII.  Cardinal  Richlieu  being  at  that  iiege  in  perfon.  Our  King 
having  in  this  fame  year  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Rochellers,  wherein  he  promifed  never  to 
abandon  them,  nor  to  make  peace  with  their  King  without  comprehending  them  therein ;  as 
in  vol.  ii.  of  the  general  Colle  A  ion  of  Treaties,  fecond  edition,  in  1723,  p.  259,  262;  yet 
that  fleet  was  obliged  to  return  home,  without  being  able  to  effect  it.  King  Charles,  in  the 
fame  year,  fent  out  another  fleet  for  its  relief,  under  the  Earl  of  Danby,  which  alfo  return* 
cd  unfuccefsful  i  the  boom  placed  before  the  entrance  into  its  harbour  being  judged  too 
ftrong  to  be  forced.  Whereupon  the  poor  Rochellers  were  forced  to  furrender  to  die  French 
King,  to  the  unfpeakable  lofs  of  the  French  Protedant  church,  as  well  as  of  England, — ^which,. 
by  fupporting  Rocheile  and  the  other  French  Froteftants  in  general,  might  not  only  have  been 
much  better  able  to  bridle  the  growing  power  of  the  French  monarchy,  but  likewife  to  have 
kept  the  balance  of  trade  with  that  kingdom  much  more  in  our  favour.  For,  after  the  fur- 
render  of  Rocheile,  and  the  demolifhing  the  fortifications,  firft  of  Montauban,  and  afterwards 
of  Nifmes  and  Montpelier,  the  FroteAants  were  never  able  to  make  head  againft  the  Catholics. 
PufFendorf  relates,  that  fome  have  thought  thofe  civil  wars  had,  firft  and  laft,  devoured  above 
a  million  of  people,  deftroyed  or.  greatly  damaged  nine  cities,  four  hundred  villages,  twenty 
thoufand  churches,  and  two  thoufand  monafteries ;  and  that  ten  thouland  houfes  were  either 
burned  or  demolifhed  in  confeqqence  of  them. 

King  Charles's  firft  letter  to  the  Mayor,  SheriiFs,  Peers,  and. Burgeflls  of  Rocheile,.  was  of 
the  nineteenth  of  May,  162S.  "  Gentlemen,  be  not  difcouraged,  though  my  fleet  be  re-  - 
*'  turned;  hold  out  to  the  laft,  for  I'm  refolved.my  whole  fleet  (hall  perifh,  rather  than  you 
'*  be  not  relieved.  For  this  effed,  I  have^ordered  it  to  return  back  to  yourcoafts,  and  am 
**  fending  feveral  (hips  to  reinforce  it:  with. the  help  of.  God. the  fuccefs  Ihall  be  happy  for 
*'  you." 

His  focpnd  letter  to  thorn  was  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  May>  O.  5.  *•  Gentlemen,  I  have 
^^  been  .much  troubled  lo  hear  that  my  fleet  was  upon  the  point  of  returning  home,  without 
obeying  my  o^der^  in  fupplying  you  with  provifions  :  coft  what  it  will  I  have  commanded 
them  to  return  to  your  road,  and  not  to  come  away  till  yoa  are  fuppHed.*— AflTureyour- 
felves,  that  I  Ihall .  never  abandon  you,  and  that  I  (hall  employ  the  whole-power  of  my 
kingdom  for  your.deliverance,  until  God  ailiftvme  to: obtain  for  you  an  aflured  peace. 

**  Your  good  friend,  Charles  R." 
In  this  year  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  are  faid  to  have  divided  fifty  per  cent,  to  their 
p'oprietors,  by  means  of  their  having  in  tl^-fame  year  taken  the  Spani(h  plaie  fleet,  as  ah'eady 
mentioned,'  valued  by  fome  at  twelve  millions  of  guilders.  They  had  alfo  got  much  treafure 
by  driving  a. Spani(hfquadron  of  (hips  on  (hore,  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  and  plundering  the 
fame.    By  fuch  very  great  loftes  on  the  fide  of  Spain,  it.  was^  asnmpofllble  for  that. monarchy 
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1628  not  tc)  decline  very  much,  as  for  the  Dutch'rcpublic  not  to  increafe  greatly  in  wealth  and 
piower. 

In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  27,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  King  Charles  the  Firft's  commif- 
fion  for  treating  again  with  the  piratical  ports  of  Barbary,  for  the  redemption  of  Englifh  cap- 
tives there,  and  for  ellablilhing  peace  and  commerce  with  them.  For  which  end  he  feat  them 
fix  iron  cannon,  andfeven  hundred  bullets,  as  a  prcfent. 

So  great  was  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  city  of  Dantzick  at  this  time,  being  now  in  her 
ineridian  glory,  that  the  great  King  Guftavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,  being  this  year  at  war 
with  Poland,  and  fending  a  fquadron  of  eight  Ihips  of  war,  for  the  blocking  up  of  the  pott 
of  that  city,  the  Dantzickers  fent  out  ten  fhips  of  war  againft  the  Swedilh  fleet  ;  which  they 
vanquiflied,  having  killed  the  Swedifli  Admiral,  taken  the  admiraUfliip,  and  obliged  the  reft 
to  fly.  This  is  by  PufFendorPs  own  confeflion,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  (Englifh  Tranfla- 
tion,  p.  506.) 

Sir  David  Kirk  and  his  aflbciates,  during  a  war  between  England  and  France,  now  poffeflTed 
themfelves  of  Canada,  which  then  coniifted  only  of  the  country  on  the  north  fide  of  the  great 
river  of  St.  Lawrence,  together  with  the  caftle  of  Quebec  ;  of  which  the  faid  Sir  David's  fon 
was  appointed  Governor  :  and  in  the  fame  year  they  conquered  Nova  Scotia,  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Alexander  again  poflefled  ;  when  the  French  agreed* to  recognize  our  King's  property  of 
all  Nova  Scotia  :  and,  it  is  faid,  they  agreed  tb  pay  Sir  David  Kirk  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for 
his  quitting'the  forts  whirli  he  hadpoffcflcd  hirafelf  of  inrCanada:  which  fum,  however,  was 
never  paid.' 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Englifh,  under  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  from  St.  Chriftopher's  Ifle^ 
again  planted  the  near  neighbouring  fmall  ifle  of  Nevis,  formerly  called  Mevis,  being  about 
eighteen  miles  in  circuit.*  It  has  plenty  of  frefh-water  fprings,  and  has  now  fcarcely  any 
other  ftaple  produce  but  fugar  and  molafl[us,  though  it  formerly  yielded  tobacco,  ginger,  and 
cotton.  It  is  faid  they  have  at  this  time  about  three  thoufand  whites,  and  eight  thoufand 
negro' flaves.  From  this  ifle,  it  feems,  may  be  plainly  feen,  in  a  clear  day,  the  iflands  of 
St.  Chriftopher,  EuHatia,  Saba,  Antigua,  Montferrat;  St.  Bartholomew,  and  Guaidaloupe. 

In  that  fame  year  the  ifle  of  Barbuda  was  alfo  firft  fettled  on  by  the  Englifti  from  St.  Chrif- 
topher's, by  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  &c.  At  firft  they  were  To  harrafTcd  by  the  Caribbeans 
fi'om  Dominica,  as  to  be  obliged  to  defert  it :  yet,  the  Caribbean  natives  be|pg  afterwards 
greatly  diminifhed;'  the  Englifli  again  planted  on  it.  It  is  about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and 
is  the  only  proprietary  go%'ernment  of  all  the  Englifti  Caribbee  ifle§,  its  Governor  being  in  the 
nomination  of  the  heirs  of  Chriftopher  Goddrington,  Efquire,  who  was  Governor  of  Barba- 
ddes  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  who  fettled  this  ifle  and  a  good  eftate  in  Barbadoes  for 
the  fupport  of  his  college  in  the  laft-named  ifle,  for  the  inftruftion  of  the  children  of  nc* 
groes.  This  is  no  fogar  ifle  ;  the  breeding  of  cattle  for  the  other  Englifli  ifles  being  the  prin- 
cipal employment  of  thc-inhabitants  ;  they  alio  raife  plenty  of  com  and  other  provifions  for 
the  ufe' of  thofe  ifles. 

It  was  in  and  about  this  fame  year  1628,  that  the  difcoveries  were  firft  made  by  the  Dutch 
E&ft  India  Company*s  ftiips  of  the  fouthern  continent,  firft  named  Carpentaria,  from  its  dif- 
covcrerj  and  fince  named  New  Holland,  lying  to^'the  fouth  of  the  ifland  of  Java  ;  otheV  parrs 
of  thisdifcovcry  had  silfo  the  names  of  their  difcoverers  given  thtni  ;  viz.  Dewitt^s  Land,  and 
Nuyt'$*Land.  Neverthelefs,  after  fo  many  years  difcovery,  neither  the  Dutch  nor  any  other 
nation,  have  as  yet.  made  any^kindof  advantage  or  improvement  from  it ;  nor  has  an  j&  fettle- 
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X628  mcnt  bcca  hitherto  made  on  that  country  in  all  this  time.  Another  generation  may  poffihly 
difcover  whether  it  be  only  an  huge  ifland,  feparated  from  the  continent  next  the  fouth  polc» 
and  may  pofllbly  make  fettlements  thereon.  Some  pretend,  that  there  is  fome  myftery  in 
the  Dutch  Company's  not  making  a  fettlement  on  this  Terra  Jujlralls^  or  South  Pole 
Lands  ;  (vide  our  Introdudion,  under  the  name — Colonel  Purry)  though  the  moil  pro- 
bable account  of  this  matter  feems  to  be  no  more,  than  that  the  Dutch  Company  have  al- 
ready as  much  territory  as  they  can  well  manage  ;  and  that  the  faid  new  lauds  are  thought  fo 
very  barren,  that  it  is  not  likely  they  would  anfwer  the  charge  and  trouble  of  forming  colonies 
tlicreon. 

We  havefeen,  under  the  year  1627^  that  King  Charles  L  revived  the  office  of  the  King's 
Exchanger  of  gold  and  filver,  called  Cambium  Regis,  which  had  been  long  in  difufe  :  he  be« 
ing  fo  ill-advifed  as  rather  to  fupply  his  neceffities  by  fuch  fort  of  monopoly  projeAs,  than  to 
yield  to  the  defires  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  prior  to,  or  even 
equal  in  point  of  time  with  their  granting  him  fupplies.  A  pamphlet  therefore  was,  in  this 
year  1628,  publiflied  by  his  authority,  intitled.  Cambium  Regis,  or  tlie  Office  of  his  Majefty's 
Exchange-Royal;  declaring  and  juftify  ing  his  Majefty's  Right  thereto,  and  the  convenience 
thereof. — Wherein  it  was  (hewn, 

**  That  the  prerogative  of  exchange  of  bullion  for  coin  has  always  been  a  flower  of  the 
**  crown,  of  which  inftances  are  quoted  from  tlie  time  of  King  Henry  the  Firft  downward. — 
That  King  John  farmed  out  that  office  for  no  fmaller  a  fum  than  five  thoufand  marks.— 
That  the  place  or  office  where  the  exchange  was  made  in  his  reign,  was  near  St.  Paul's  Ca* 
''  thedral  in  London,  and  gave  name  to  the  ftreet  ftill  called  the  Old  Change. — That,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  reigns,  there  were  feveral  other  places  for  thofe  exchanges,  befide  London. — That 
this  method  continued  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  who  fuffered  his  coin  to  be  fo  far 
**  dcbafed,  that  no  regular  exchanges  could  be  made. — That  the  faid  confufion  made  way  for 
*•  the  London  goldfmiths  to  leave  off  their  proper  trade  of  goldfmhhru,  i,  e.  the  working  and 
felling  of  new  gold  and  lilver  plate  and  manufafture,  the  fole  intent  of  all  their  charters  ; 
and  to  turn  exchangers  of  plate  and  foreign  coins  for  our  Englifh  coins  ;  although  they  had 
^*  no  right  to  buy  any  gold  or'filver  for  any  other  purpofe  than  for  their  manufafture  afore- 
faid  :  neither  had  any  other  perfon,  but  thofe  fubllituted  by  tjie  crown,  a  right  to  buy  the 
fame. — The  King,  therefore,  has  now  refumed  this  office,*  not  merely  to  keep  up  his  right 
**  fo  to  do,  but  likewife  to  prevent  tl^ofe  trafficking  goldfmiths  from  culling  and  forting  all 
"  the  heavy  coin,  and  felling  the  fame  to  the  mint  of  Holland,  which  gained  greatly  thereby ; 
**  or  elfe  by  melting  thofe  heavy  coins  down  for  making  of  plate  :  witnefsthe  pieces  of  thirteen 
pence  halfpenny,  old  iGiiillings  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  ninepenny,  and  fourpcnny  halfpenny 
pieces  ;  which,  being  weighty  monies,  none  of  them  were  now  to  be  met  with ;  whereby 
they  have  raifed  the  price  of  filver  to  two  pence  per  ounce  above  the  value  of  the  mint  ; 
which  thereby  has  ftood  ftill  ever  fince  the  eleventh  of  King  James. — That  for  above  thirty 
years  paft  it  has  been  the  ufual  pradtice  of  thofe  exchanging  goldfmiths  to  make  tlieir  fer- 
**  vants  run  every  morning  from  Ihop  to  (hop,  to  buy  up  all  weighty  coins  for  the  mints  of 
**  Holland  and  the  Eaft  Countries;  whereby  the  King's  mint  has  ftood  ftill  (as  above)." 
*'  The  former  allowances  in  the  faid  old  Cambium  Regis,  were  one  penny,  and  fometimes 
one  penny  halfpenny  exchange  upon  the  value  of  every  noble,  /.  e.  fix  ftiillings  and  eigh^ 
pence.     Thofe  offices  were  ufually  fold  by  the  crown  for  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
and  the  Kind's  exchanger  had  alfo  the  fole  ri^ht  of  exclianging  plate  and  any  other  manufac- 
ture 
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1628  ture  of  gold  or  filver  at  home  for  the  King's  coin,  taking  the  fame  allowance,  and  alfo  the 
coinage  duty. 

Againft  the  rcviyal  of  this  Royal  Exchanger  the  Goldfmith*s  Company  of  London  earneflly 
petitioned  the  King  and  Council,  as  did  afterward  the  Lord  Mayor,  Court  of  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council,  in  behalf  of  the  Goldfmith's  Company,  who  called  themfclves  no  fewer 
than  nine  hundred  families ;  whereas  the  royal  partiphlet  aflerts,  that  not  above  ten  goldfmiths 
were  concerned  in  this  exchanging  trade.     In  (hort,  upon  a  fecond  petition  of  the  goldfmiths, 
tlie  King  told  them,  *^  to  trouble  him  no  further,  (ince  his  right  to  the  office  was  undoubted- 
**  iy  clear ;"  which  indeed  was  very  true  :  but,  as  it  had  been  fo  long  in  difu^e,  and  his  peo- 
*ple  accuftonied  to  a  way  they  liked  better,  it  was  not  well  judged  to  force  this  obfolete,  and 
now  inconveniefit  cuftom  upon  them.     The  times  were  much  altered,  by  the  great  increafe  of 
wealth  and  commerce,  iince  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  reign.     But  his  obftinacy  in  this  and  fo 
many  other  refpeds,  brought  on  him  much  mifery  at  laft. 
1629       On  the  2d  March  1628-9,  King  Charles  diflblved  his  Parliament,  ufing  many  (harp  expref- 
fions  in  his  proclamation  for  that  end,  (vol.  xix.  p.  29,  of  the  Foedera)  to  teftify  his  refent-  , 
xnent  againft  thofe  members  of  t^e  Houfe  of  Commons  who  oppofed  his  meafures.     By  which 
the  differences  between  him  and  his  people  grew  daily  wider.    Yet,  rather  than  have  any 
more  Parliaments,  he  continued  to  employ  many  arbitrary  and  illegal  methods  for  raiiing  mo- 
ney by  his  fole  prerogative.     So  from  this  time,  till  the  year  1640,  there  was  no  Parliament 
fummoned. 

In  p.  35,  ibid,  in  a  catalogue  of  offices  filled  up  by  that  King,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  projeft  of  his,  for  producing  of  raw  filk  in  England.  It  is 
•«  a  grant  to  Walter,  Lord  Afton,  &c.  of  the  keeping  of  the  Garden,  Mulberry-trees,  and 
•*  Silk-worms,  near  St.  James's,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex."  Or,  poffibly,  this  was  only 
the  continuation  of  the  King  his  father's  projeft,  in  the  year  x6o8.  There  is  a  place  a  lit- 
tle way  without  the  fouth-weft  gate  of  St.  James's  Park,  towards  Chelfea,  which  ftill 
bears  the  name  of  the  Mulberry  Garden,  and  anfw'ers  to  the  defcription  of  that  above-men- 
tioned. 

Ibid,  p.  40,  we  fee  a  catalogue  of  grants  for  other  inventions,  as  they  are  termed,  in  the  (aid 
year,  for  fourteen  years  exclulive,  viz. 

"  I.  For  the  fole  making  of  an  engine  for  the  more  eafy  cutting  of  timber ;  under  the  year- 
•*  ly  rent  of  forty  (hillings,  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 
"  2.  —————  Engines  for  draining  of  marfh  lands. 
•*  3.  ■■  A  medicine  for  prefcrving  of  fheep  from  the  rot. 

**  4.  An  engine  for  the  fafe  tranfportation  of  horfes  and  other  cattle  from  Ireland  into  Eng* 
•*  land,  and  from  England  into  Ireland." 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  third  of  King  Charles  I.  cap.  iv.  corn  was  permitted  to  be 
exported  to  the  King's  allies,  when  at  the  following,  which  muft  therefore  have  been  then 
cfteemcd  moderate,  prices  :  viz.  wheat,  per  quarter,  thirty-two  fliillings  ;  rye,  twenty  iQiil- 
lings  ;  beans,  fixteen  fhillings ;  and  barley,  or  malt,  at  iixteen  fhillings  per  quarter. 

King  Charles  I.  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  firft  incorporated  that  beft  planted  and  moft 
populous  province  of  New  England,"  called  the  MalTachufet's  Bay,  of  which  Boftoil  is  the  ca- 
pital town. 

King  Charles  II.  in  the  thirty-fix  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1684, 
having,  for  his  arbitrary  ends,  compelled  the  city  of  London,  by  a  quo  warranto^  to  furrender 

tlieir 
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1629  their  charters,  this  province  was  likcwife  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it,  (as  was  alfo  the  colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  and  the  province  of  Main  :)  but  that  province  was,  in  the  year  1691,  again 
.  corporated  by  King  William  and  Qiieen  Mary,  by  its  old  name :  but  the  crown  thereby  re- 
fcrvcd  the.appointing  of  its  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judge  Admiral:— « 
.  the  other  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  in  the  nomination  of  their  Houfe  of  Reprefcntativcs  ; 
/who  eleft  alfo  tlie  Council.     This  province,  together  with  Connefticut,  Rhode  Illand,  and 
"Providence  Plantation,  conftitutc  what  is  commonly  called  New  England  :  though  furcly,  it 
.is  to  be  wifhed,  they  could  all  be  united  under  that  name  as  one  entire  province.     As  for  New 
Hamplhire,  commonly  cfteemed  a  part  of  New  England,  it  was  made  a  feparatc  province,  im- 
mediately depending  on  the  crown,  as  is  now  alfo  Georgia  and  Nova  Scotia  ;  all  whofe  gover- 
nors,  councils,  and  magiftrates,  are  in  the  King's  appointment. 

Thus  Maryland  and  Pcnnfylvania  are  a  kind  of  monarchial  tributary  governments — Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Ifland  may  be  called  tributary  popular  governments — And  the  Mallachu- 
•fet's  Bay  is  a  mixture  of  regal  and  popular  conftitutions.  In  our  days,  the  two  Carolinas  and 
New  Jerfey  are  become  regal  governments  ;  as  Virginia  and  New  York  were  long  before ;  as 
.  are  alfo  all  our  iilands  in  the  American  feas,  except  Barbuda.  Hitherto,  thefe  different 
forms  of  government  have  not  very  materially,  or  generally  afFeAed  the  commerce  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  empire,  though  moft  men  are  under  apprehenlion»  that  fooner  or  later,  they  may  produce 
that  effeft. 

The  {ilk  manufacture  at  London  was  by  this  time  become  fo  coniiderable,  that,  in  this 
fifth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  the  Silk  Throwers  of  that  city  and  within  four  miles  of 
it,  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of,  The  Mafter,  Warden,  Affiftants,  and  Commonalty 
of  Silk  Throwers,  i.e.  Silk  Twifters,  from  a  now  obfolete  verb,  to  throw,  i. /.  to  twift,  or 
twine. 

In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  64-5,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find.  King  Charles  fettles  a  penfion 
of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  on  his  nephew  Prince  Rupert,  and  the  like  on  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth,  children  of  his  fifter  the  Eleiflrefs  Palatine,  whom  this  King  fiiles  Queen  of 
Bohemia,  although  her  father  King  James  would  never  give  her  that  appellation,  left  the  Spa* 
.iiifh  court  fhould  take  umbrage. 

In  p.  66,  ibid,  we  find  King  Charles's  proclamation  of  peace  with  France,  both  by  fea  and 
Jand,  and  the  renewal  of  the  intercourfe  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  on  the  footing 
of  ancient  treaties. 

Upon  this  peace.  Cardinal  Richlieu,  who  was  Superintendant-General  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  France,  refolved  to  maintain  three  fleets  or  fquadrons  of  fhips  conftantly  in 
j)ay  :  the  firft,  for  the  guard  of  the  French  coaft  on  the  ocean  ;  the  fecond  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe  on  the  Mediterranean  coaft  ;  the  third  to  remain  ready  in  the  ports  of  Gafcoigne,  for  the 
convoying  and  proteding  the  French  merchantmen  trading  to  Canada.  This  was,  without 
doubt,  a  very  wife  refolution  in  that  able  Minifter,  France  being  till  now  utterly  deftitutc  of 
maritime  ftrength. 

In  p.  72,  ibid,  we  find  that,  upon  King  Charles's  dift)anding  his  army,  which  had  been 
employed  beyond  fea,  fwarms  of  Irifh  beggars  were  every  where  feen,  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  the  country. — "  The  King  tliereupon  iiTues  his  proclamation,  commanding  them  forth- 
•*  with  to  return  to  Ireland,  to  be  conveyed  from  conftablc  to  conftable  to  one  or  other  of  the 
**  following  feji-ports,  viz.  Briftol,  Minehead,  Barnftaple,  Chefter,  Liverpool,  Milford,  and 
f  *  Workington  ;  dire£ting  them  to  be  puniihed  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  wherever  found  beg* 

•*  ging 
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1629  "  ging  afterwards.  They  were  to  be  (hipped  at  the  charge  of  the  refpeflive  counties.  And 
"  it  was  thereby  further  direftcd,  that  no  (hip  (hall  bring  over  any  beggars  from  Ireland." — 
(Which  we  heartily  wifh  were  legally  enaftcd  at  this  day,  unlefs,  which  would  be  ftill  better 
for  the  nation,  means  were  found  to  fet  ail  the  Irifh  poor  coming  to  Britain  immediately  oa 
fomc  ufefuJ  employment  on  their  arrival ;  for  London  ftreets  at  prcfent  (liamefully  fwarni  with 
them.) — "  It  was  a!fo  thereby  direfled,  that  all  the  Engli(h  who  (hall  beg  as  di(banded  foldiers 
.  **  or  mariners,  be  puni(hed  as  vagabonds." 

Very  various  were  the  (hifts  and  devices  which  King  Charles  I.  was  put  upon,  in  the  long 
interval  of  Parliameat,  for  the  procuring  of  money.     In  p.  89,  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of 

m 

the  Fcedera,  we  find  him,  in  this  year  1629,  **  commiflioning  Sir  Sackville  Crowe  to  get  fix 

hundred  and  ten  pieces  of  iron  cannon  caft  in  our  forge  (focali  noftro)  within  our  foreft  of 

Dean,  in  Gloucefterfliire,  or  elfewhere,  as  to  you  it  (hall  feem  fit."  And,  in  p.  99,  ibid. 
he  employs  **  Philip  Burlamach,  an  eminent  merchant,  to  fell  thofe  cannon,  (viz.  four 
**  thoufand  ton  weight  thereof)  to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  for  the  re- 
**  deeming  from  them  his  crown  jewels,  pawned  in  the  year  1625,  for  thrtfe  hundred  thou- 
*'  fand  pounds.  Thus  England  was  Hill  eminent  for  its  manufafture  of  iron  artillery,  beyond 
•^  any  other  country  in  Europe." 

And  (p.  92,  ibid,)  he  confirms  "  the  Starch -makers  Company's  monopoly,  eflabliflied  by 
«•  his  father."  And  (p.  94,  ibid.)  he  prohibits  **  the  importation  of  French  wines,  for  a 
«*  limited  time,  on  pretence  of  a  complaint  of  the  merchants  and  vintners,  that  the  quantity 
**  thereof  remaining  unfold  was  fo  large,  that  they  could  not  carry  on  their  bufinefs  without 
•*  fuch  a  temporary  prohibition."     This  too  was,  probably,  a  monopolizing  job. 

In  the  fame  nineteenth  volume,  p.  95,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  prohibits  thefale  to  fo- 
reigners, of  any  (hip  or  veflel,  whether  Engli(h  built  or  otherwife. 

In  p.  102,  ibid,  we  find  that  the  coafts  of  England  and  Ireland  were  now  much  infefted  by 
pirates  of  various  nations. — King  Charles  therefore  commifiions  his  Lord  Treafurcr  Weftoa 
and  others,  **  To  fend  forthwith  to  fea  fuch  (hips  as  they  (hould  judge  needful  for  fuppreffing 
••  of  thofe  pirates,  who  committed  all  manner  of  hoftilities  and  fpoils,  to  the  utter  overthrow 
•*  of  all  mutual  trade  between  our  own  fubjefts  and  all  other  merchant-ft rangers,  fubjefts  of 
**  our  friends  and  allies." 

In  p.  119,  ibid.  King  Charles  grants  a  fpecial  commiHion  for  compounding,  for  a  certain 
fum,  with  all  fuch  as  had  neglcfted  to  obey  his  proclamation,  enjoining  all  freeholders  df  forty 
pounds  per  annum,  to  come  and  take  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  King  Charles's  ncccffities  obliged  him  to  retrench  tlic  vaft  ex- 
pence  of  his  hou(hold,  by  abolifhing  the  greateft  part  of  the  daily  tables  in  his  palace,  being: 
till  then,  it  is  faid,  eighty  in  number,  for  the  entertainment  of  his  o(ficers  and  fervants  ;  by 
allowing  them,  in  lieu  of  thofe  tables,  a  certain  annual  fum  by  the  name  of  board  wages; 
whereby  both  the  crown  and  its  houlhold  fervants  are  in  the  i(rue  confiderable  gainers.  This 
was,  probably,  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  advice,  who,  in  a  fpeech  «t  the  council  table,  told  the 
King,  "  that  there  was  never  a  back-door  of  his  palace  Into  Weftrainfter,  but  what  coft  hira 
*•  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly." 

This,  we  conceive,  was  the  original  of  the  board  wages,  which,  in  all  the  lifts  of  the  Kouf- 
holds  of  our  monarchs,  we  fee  to  be  ever  fince  allowed  to  the  King's  menial  officers  and  fer- 
vants. Some  further  reduftions  of  the  fame  fort  have  been  fince  made  in  the  King's  houf- 
hold,  in  lieu  of  which  an  addition  has  been  made  to  their  falaries. 

Vol.  II.  .  U  u  In 
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1629  In  this  fame  year  1629,  the  Spaiiiih  admiral  had  orders*  in  his  way  to  New  Spain,  to  drive 
the  Englilh  and  French  from  the  ifland  df  St.  Chrillophers,  where  he  feized  on  fome  Englilh 
fbips  ;  and,  landing,  drove  the  French  from  their  forts,  and  obliged  them  to  embark,  as  he 
alfo  did  as  many  of  the  Englifii  as  their  own  (hips  coald  hold.  But,  when  the  Spanilh  fleet 
was  gone,  the  Englifh  left  in  that  ifland,  began  to  improve  it  with  great  fpirit ;  the  French  alfa 
returned  to  their  old  plantations  there,  and  both  nations  were  well  fupplied  and  fupported 
from  their  refpeftivc  mother  countries.  And  the  Englifli  planters  becoming,  in  a  very  fliort 
time,  too  numerous  for  their  moiety  of  that  iflslnd,  they  from  thence  foon  after  gradually 
peopled  and  planted  the  ifles  of  Barbuda,  Monlferrat,  Antigua,  and  Barbadoes  ;  as  the 
French  alfo  did  Gaudaloupe,  &c.  in  the  fame  neighbourhood. 

We  have  feen,  in  voL  xix.  p.  lay,  of  the  Foedera,  *•  a  conflrmation  of  a  grant  from  King 
**  Charles  to  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  to  his  heirs  for  ever,  of  all  and  Angular  the 
**  iflands,  commonly  called  the  Caribbees,  fltuated  between  the  tenth  and  twentieth  degrees 
''  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  three  hundred  and  fifteenth  and  three  hundred  and  twen- 
•*  ty-feventh  degrees  of  longitude,  towards  the  continent  of  America  :"  herein  named  by  the 
King,  the  province  of  Carlifle,  and  the  iflands  of  Carlifle  ; — (Regtonis  Jive  Provlncloi  Carliol^ 
et  Infularum  CarUoIarum.)  And,  in  December  following,  the  faid  Earl  of  Carlifle  appoints 
one  Hugh  Lamy,  a  French  Proteftant  of  Normandy,  to  receive,  during  life,  all  the  rents 
and  revenues  of  the  faid  ifles,  upon  his  having  undertaken  to  carry  colonies  of  his  countrymen 
thither,  and  to  fortify  and  improve  the  faid  ifles  ;  allowing  him  the  twentieth  part  of  the  faid 
revenues:  all  which  was  confirmed  by  King  Charles  (p.  128,  ibid.)  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  had  been  granted  two  years  before  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  ^s  we  have  related  under 
the  year  1627.  Which  clear  account  of  this  matter  we  owe  entirely  to  the  Fcedera  ;  which,  it 
.  is  plain,  the  author  of  the  Britifli  Empire  in  America  had  not  confulted,  even  in  the  fecond 
edition  of  thatincorreft  work,  though  re-publiflied  fo  late  as  die  year  1741.  How  immenfe 
is  the  increafe  of  the  value  of  tbofe  Caribbee  ifles  in  our  days. 

In  the  fame  p.  128,  ibid.  King  Charles  confirms  the  appointment  made  by  Sir  Robert 
Heath,  his  Attorney  General,  to  the  before-named  Hugh  Lamy,  of  the  office  of  Receiver  Ge- 
neral of  the  Revenues  of  the  province  of  Carolana,  (now  called  Carolina)  and  the  adjacent 
ifles  of  Bahama,  lying  between  the  thirty-firft  and  thirty-fixth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  ex- 
tending from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Sea.  Which  faid  Carolana,  with  the  Bahama  ifles, 
had  been  before,  on  the  30th.of  Oftober,  in  the  fifth  of  Charles,  and  in  the  year  1629,  grant- 
ed by  the  King  to  the  faid  Robert  Heath,  and  to  his  heirs  ;  and  was  the  fame  country,  cxclu- 
five  of  the  ifles,  now  named  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgiai  together  witli  the 
nfurped  French  colony  behind  them,  called  Miflifippi,  of  Louifiana. 

Sir  Robert  Heath  afterwards  conveyed  this  province  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  who  was  at 
the  expence  of  planting  feveral  parts  of  it :  but  the  war  which  broke  out  in  Scotland,  in  which 
that  Lord  was  the  King's  General,  and  the  fubfequent  civil  wars  'm  England,  prevented  his 
further  progrefs  therein.  The  five  Indian  nations  of  the  Iroquois,  who  have  been  fo  long  the 
voluntary  vaflals  of  the  Englifli  crown,  (and  who  had  lately  conquered  all  the  country  from 
their  own  original  country  behind  New  York  as  far  as  the  Miffifippi  and  beyond  itj  made  a 
furrender  and  fale  of  all  thofe  conquefts  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  in  King  James  the 
Second's  reign  ;  according  to  Cox's  Defcription  pf  Carolina,  p.  109,  1139  116,  &c. 

Peace  being  concluded  between  England  and  France,  we  find,  in  p.  1*29,  of  the  feme  nine- 
teenth volume  of  the  Fcedera,  ^*  a  commiflion  of  enquiry  by  King  Charles  into  certain  goods, 

"  flcins. 
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9629  ^  tkins,  and  other  merchandize,  taken  by  Captain  Kirk,  and  his  aflbciates,  from  certain  of 
**  the  French  which  were  remaining  in  the  fort  of  Quebec,  in  the  College  of  the' Jefuits,  and 
**  in  a  fliip  taken  by  him  in  Canada.'*  •  Yet  it  feems  the  final  fcttlement  of  the  peace  was  not 
cfFeftcd  (as  we  fhall  fee)  till  the  year  1632. 

It  is  commonly  faid,  that  in  and  about  this  fame  year  the  Englifli  firft  began  to  plant  on  the 
ifland  of  Providence,  the  chief  of  the  Bahama  ifles,  in  America,  till  then  quite  uninhabited. 
King  Charles  I.  after  the  conclufion  of  peace  with  Spain,  confirmed  his  before-named  grant 
of  thofe  ifles  :  and  England  has  continued  to  keep  up  her  right  to  the  faid  ifles  as  the  firft  oc* 
cupiers,  although  they  have  fckrcely  fettled  in  any  of  them,  excepting"  this  of  Providence :  and 
even  this  is  planted  to  very  little  purpofe,  any  further  than  for  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  ilorms,  and 
to  prevent  pirates  and  foreign  nations  from  poflcfling  it.  Tortuga  is  alfo  juftly  claimed  by 
Great  Britain,  becaufe  of  our  having  early  rcforted  thither  for  fait ;  though  not  as  yet  properly- 
planted  by  us. 

In  the  before  mentioned  p,  129,  ibid.  King  Charles  iflues  the  following  proclamation,  in 
behalf  of  the  Eaflland  Company,  viz. 

"  Whereas  the  Eaftland  Company  ha^'e,  by  the  fpace  of  fifty  years  at  leaft,  had  a  fettled  and 

"  conftant  pofleifion  of  trade  in  the  faid  Eaftland  parts  in  the  Baltic  Seas  :" — it  was  firft  ereded 

in  the  year  1579.     "  And  have  had  both  the  fole  carrying  thither  of  our  Englifli  commodi- 

.  **  ties,  and  alfo  the  fole  bringing  in  of  all  the  commodities  of  thofe  countries;  as  namely, 

hemp-yarn,  cable-yarn,  flax,  pot-a(hes,  fope-aflies,  Polonia  wool,  cordage,  Eaftland  linen 

cloth,  pitch,  tar,  and  wood.     Whereby  our  kingdom  hath  been  much  enriched,  our  fliips 

**  and  mariners  fet  on  work,  and  the  honour  and  fame  of  our  nation  fpread  and  enlarged  in 

*'  thofe  parts. 

•*  And  whereas,  for  their  further  encouragement,  the  faid  Company  have  had' and  enjoyed, 
**  by  letters  patent  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  exclufive  privileges  abovC-named,  with  gene- 
**  ral  prohibitions  and  reftraints  of  all  others  not  licenfed  by  the  faid  letters  patent :  we, 
**  minding  the  upholding  of  the  faid  trade,  and  not  to  fufFer  the  faid  fociety  to  fuftain  ^ 
**  any  violation,  or  dimunition  of  th^ir  liberties  and  privileges,  have  thought  good  to  ratify 
*^  the  fame» 

**  And  we  do  hereby  ftriftly  charge  and  command  all  our  cuftomers,  comptrollers,   &c* 

**  that  they  fufFer  not  any  broad-cloths,   dozens,   kerfies,  bayes,   fleins,  or  fuch-like  Eng- 

**  lifli  commodities,  to  be  Ihippcd  for  exportation  to  thofe  parts,  nor-anyhemp,  &c.  (as 

before-named)   or  any  other  commodities  whatfocver,  of  thofe  foreign  countries  wherein 

the  faid  Company  have  u{ed  to  trade,  to  be  imported  by  any  but  fuch  as  are  free  of  that 

^*  Company. 

•**  Provided  always,  that  the  importation  of  com  and  grain  be  left  free  and  without  reftraint. 
^*  We  alfoftriaiy  command,  that  the  ftatutes  of  the  fifth  of  King  Richard  11.  the  fourth  of 
'*'.  King  Henry  VIL  and  the  thirty-fccond  of  King  Henry  VIII.  made  againft  the  fliipping  of 
**  merchandize  in  ftrangers  bottoms,  either  inward  or  outward,  be  duly  put  in  execution  :  and 
that  neither  the  faid  Company,  nor  any  other  wJiatfoever,  be  permitted  to  export  or  import 
any  of  the  above-named  commodities  in  any  but  Englifli  bottoms,  under  the  penalties  in  the 
**^  faid  ftatutes  contained." 

The  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  England  having  of  late  years  very  much  increafcd  the 
inland  carriage  of  goods  and  merchandize,  whereby  the  roads  were  become  more  broken  than 
heretofore;  King  Charles  (in  p.  130,  of  volume  nineteen,  of  the  Foedera)  *♦  iflucd  his  pro- 

U  u  2  clamation, 
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1629  *^  clamation,  confirming  one  of  his  late  father^s  in  the  twentietli  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  pre« 
'**  fervationof  the  public  roads  of  England  :  commanding^  Aat  no  common  carrier,  or  other 

**  perfon  whatfoever,  Iball  travel  with  any  waine,  cart,  or  carriage,  with  more  than  two 
"  wheels,  nor  with  above  the  weight  of  twenty  hundred  :  nor  Ihall  draw  any  waine»  cart,  or 
•*  other  carriage,  with  above  five  horfes  at  once."  How  great  is  the  alteration  fince  this  time, 
that  waggons^  permitted  to  carry  above  thrice  that  weight,  have  come  into  fuch  univerfal 
life? 

In  the  catalogue  of  the  grants  of  offices,  by  King  Charles,  during  this  year,  p.  132,  ibid,  we 
have  one,  called,  An  Office  for  the  Regifter  and  Sales  and  Pawns  made  to  retailing  Brokers. 
Which  retailing  brokers  feem  to  have  been  much  the  fame  we  now  call  pawnbrokers.  This 
was,  probably,  one  of  that  King's  lucrative  monopoly  grants. 

London  at  this  time  abounded  in  wealth  and  grandeur,  compared  to  its  condition  in  former 
ages.  The  gay  appearance  of  goldfmlth's  Ihbps  Ihining  with  plate,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ftreet  called  Chcapfidc,  thence  named  Goldfmith's  Row,  was  then  thought  very  grand ;  ex- 
tending from  Bucklerlbury  to  the  Old  Change,  (four  (hops  only  excepted,  of  other  trades) 
which  fmall  exception  made  the  Privy  Council  think  it  wortli  while  to  direfl  the  Judges  to 
confider  what  laws  there  might  be  in  force  to  oblige  the  goldfmiths  to  eftablifh  themfelves  in 
Cheapfide  and  Lombard-flreet,  for  the  ufe  of  their  trade. 

1630  In  the  year  1630,  Guftavus  Adolphus,  the  heroic  King  of  Sweden,  having  entered  into 
Germany  tvith  an  army,  occafioned  much  damage  to  the  commerce  of  the  Hans-towns,  by 
the  devaftations  committed  by  his  troops.  In  that  King's  manifefto,  **  he  accufes  the  Impe- 
**  rialifts"  (vol.  ii.  p.  292 — 304,  of  tlie  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties)  "  of  forbidding  his 
*^  merchants  all  freedom  of  commerce,  feizing  on  their  merchandize,  and  confifcating  the 
•'  Swedifli  (hips,  under  the  pretence  of  eftablifhing  a  general  commerce  at  Lubeck  for  the 
**  Hans-towns;  which,  in  efieft,"  fays  that  King's  manifefto,  **  was  driving  the  Swedes 
**^  from  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Baltic,  and  erefting  a  naval  force  at  the  expence  of  his 
"  merchants,  in  order  to  freely  ravage  and  pirate  in  that  fea  ;  having  newly  created  an  unheard 
**  of  dignity  of  a  General  of  the  Seas  for  that  purpofc,  and  poffefled  themfelves  of  the  porrs 
**  and  fortified  places  of  Mecklenburg  and  Pomcrania,  fortifying  the  port  of  the  free  Hanfeatic 
**  city  of  Straelfund,  for  a  receptacle  and  retreat  to  their  pirates."  Had  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
fucceeded  in  their  defign  of  rendering  themfelves  abfolutc  in  the  empire,  there  would  foon  have 
been  an  end  of  all  freedom  of  commerce  in  the  ports  of  Germany  :  and  this  gave  a  fine  handle 
to  Guftavus  to  take  the  city  of  Straelfund  under  his  proteAion,  whereby  Sweden  has  ever  fincc 
held  a  port  fo  very  commodious  for  introducing  her  armies  into  Germany.  Although  Strael- 
fund is  far  from  being  bettered,  fince  from  a  free  city  it  is  become  fubjeft  to  Sweden. 

For  the  aid  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  the  fupport  of  the  liberty  of  commerce.  King 
Charles,  of  Great  Britain,  fecretly  encouraged  James  Marquis  of  Hamilton  to  fign  a  treaty 
this  year  with  Guftavus,  for  railing  and  conveying  fix  thoufand  Scotilh  troops  to  Germany  ; 
though  King  Charles  would  not  appear  in  it  for  fear  of  offending  the  Emperor,  who  gave 
him  hopes  of  reftoring  the  Palatinate  to  the  King  of  Bohemia,  bis  brother-in-law. 

In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  155,  of  die  Foedcra,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation  in 
behalf  of  the  Englilh  woollen  manufafturc,  confirming  one  of  his  fatlier's,  "  againft  the  ex- 
"  portation  of  wool,  woolfels,  woollen-yarn,  Cornilhhair,  Fuller's  earth,  and  wood  aflies, 
"  and  alfo  hides,  either  raw  or  tanned,  upon  pain  of  confifcation,  &c. 

"  And 
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1630       "  And  that,  for  the  better  utterance  of  cloth  within  this  kingdom,  all  black  cloths  and 

**  mourning  ftufFs  at  funerals,  (hall  be  only  of  the  wools  of  this  kingdom.  And,  as  the  falfc 
*'  dying  of  cloth  and  fluffs  is  a  great  hindrance  to  tlieir  vent,  none  therefore  fhall  therein  ufe 
**  any  logwood  or  blockwood." 

r3*  Since  thofe  times,  dyers  have  found  means  to  make  logwood  of  great  ufe  in  their  prac- 
tice of  dying  black,  &c. 

We  have  another  proclamation  of  King  Charles,  wherein  he  obferves,  "  That  iron-wire  is 
**  a  manufaQure  long  pra£^ifed  in  the  realm,  whereby  many  thoufands  of  our  fubjefts  have 
**  long  been  employed  :  and  that  Englilh  wire  is  made  of  the  tougheft  and  bell  Ofmond  iron, 
**  a  native  commodity  of  this  kingdom,  and  is  much  better  than  what  comes  from  foreign 
"  parts,  efpecially  for  the  making  of  good  wool-cards,  without  which  no  good  cloth  can  be 
**  made.  And  whereas  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  wire-rdrawcrs  of  this  kingdom, 
**  that,  by  reafon  of  the  great  quantities  of  foreign  iron-wi re  lately  imported,  our  faid  fubjefts 
**  cannot  be  fet  on  work  ;  wherefore  we  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  iron-wire,  and 
**  wool-cards  made  thereof,  as  alfo  hooks  and  eyes,  and  other  manufa£lures  made  of  foreign 
**  wire.  Neither  fliall  any  tranflatc  and  trim  up  any  old  wool-cards,  nor  fell  the  fame,  cither 
"  at  home  or  abroad." — Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  163. 

In  p.  177,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  a  frefli  proclamation  of  King  Charles,  "  againft 
**  erefting  of  houfes  on  new  foundations  in  London,  Wcftrainfter,  or  within  three  miles  of 
any  of  the  gates  of  London,  or  of  the  palace  of  Weftminller.     Alfo  againft  the  entertaining 
of  inmates  in  houfes  there;  which,"  fays  the  King,   •*  would  multiply  the  inhabitants  to 
*'  fuch  an  cxceffive  number,  that  they  could  neither  be  governed  nor  fed."     He  alfo  enjoins, 
the  rebuilding  of  old  houfes  with  brick  or  ftone ;  and  forbids  cellars  for  vi£lualling-houfes, 
and  (beds  and  other  annoyances  in  the  ftreets  ;  renewing  alfo  his  former  regulations  for  the 
**  making  of  bricks  and  tiles  :  alfo  for  the  making  of  all  thefe  regulations  effeilual,  he  appoint* 
Sir  James  Campbell,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  jointly  with  many  lords  and  gentlemen^ 

therein  named,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  be  his  commiflioners  for  thefe  ends." See  the 

Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  181,  &c. 

We  have  already  made  fufficicnt  remarks  on  the  inexpediency,  &c.  of  fuch  reftraints  witlt 
regard  to  building  on  new  foundations  in  London,  under  the  years  1580  and  1593;  to  which, 
therefore  we  refer  the  reader. 

The  following  proclamation  in  the  Fcedera,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  187,  by  King  Charles, 
Ihcws,  in  part,  the  ftate  of  the  filk  manufafture  in  England  in  the  fame  year,  viz. 

That  the  trade  of  filk  within  this  realm,  by  the  importation  thereof  raw  from  foreign 
parts,  and  throwing,  dying,  and  working  the  fame'into  manufaftures  here  at  home,  is  much 
increafed  within  a  few  years  paft.     But  a  fraud  in  the  dying  thereof  being  lately  difcovered 
by  adding  to  the  weight  of  filk  in  the  dye  beyond  a  juft  proportion,  by  a  falfe  and  deceitful 
mixture  In  the  ingredients  ufed  in  dying ;  whereby  alfo  the  lilk  is  weakened  and  corrupted, 
and  the  colour  made  worfe :  wherefore,  we  ftriftly  command,  that  no  lilk-dycr  do  hereafter 
ufe  any  flip,  alder-bark,  filings  of  iron,  or  other  deceitful  matter,  in  dying  of  filk,  either  black 
**  or  coloured.     That  no  filk  fliall  be  dyed  of  any  other  black  but  Spanifli  black,  and  not  of  • 
the  dye  called  London  black,  or  light  weight.     Neither  fliall  they  dye  any  filk  before  the 
gum  be  fair  boiled  off  from  the  filk,  being  raw." — With  many  other  regulations  relatin^^  to 
*'  filk-dying,  and  the  proportional  weight  before  and  after  dying,  too  tedious  to  be  now  parti- 
**  cularifed. 
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1630       In  the  fame  volume,  p,  189,  we  have  King  Charles's  cxclufive  patent  to  four  pcrfons,  for- 
their  pretended  new  invention,  *'  for  melting,  forging,  or£ning  of  iron,   lead,  tin,  and  fait; 
•       "  and  for  the  burning  of  bricks,  tiles,  lime,  6cc.  with  the  fuel  of  peat  or  turf,  reduced  into  a 
**  coal ;  without  the  ufe  either  of  fca-coal,  pit-coal,  or  wood." 

One  would  naturally  imagine,  that  the  condition  of  England,  in  refpeft  of  flefti-mcat,  and 
Other  provifions,  muft  in  thofe  times  have  been  very  different  from  what  it  is  in  our  days  ; 
otherwife.we  Ihould  not,  furely,  have  liad  a  proclamation  from  this  King,  in  the  year  1627,  as 
alfo  feveral  from  King  James,  and  likewife  a  law  ip  1563,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign;  all 
which  tend  to  reftrain  the  eating  of  flefti-meat  in  Lent,  and  on  other  fifh  days. 

But  we  have  in  this  year  1630,  what  in  our  days  would  be  thought  flill  a  more  extraordinary 
proclamation  on  this  fubjeft,  in  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  195,  of  tlic  Fcedera. 

"  Therein  King  Charles  takes  notice  of  the  abufes  committed  by  ingroflers,  badgers,  brog- 
'**  gcrs,  and  buyers  of  corn,"  it  being  then  a  year  of  icarcity.  **  And  the  King,  the  more  to  fave 
^*  the  proviitons  of  the  nation,  enjoins  the  general  praflice  of  the  ancient  laudable  cufiom, 
**  that  no  f uppers  were  wont  to  be  kept  on  Fridays,  nor  on  the  eves  of  feaft's  commanded  to 
**  be  fafted,  nor  on  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays  in  the  Ember-weeks,  and  in  Lent.  The  fame 
"  courfe,"  adds  the  King,  •*  being  ftill  obferved  in  the  King's  houftiold,  and  in  the  families 
**  of  mod  of  the  nobility,  and  of  many  gentlemen,  as  alfo  in  the  inns  of  court  and  chancery, 
**  and  the  colleges  of  univcrfitics.  He  alfo  ordains,  that  the  fcafts  at  halls  of  the  city  compa- 
**  nies  be  forborn ;  and  that  half  the  expence  thereof  be  given  to  the  neceffitous  poor.     And 

whereas  foreign  fhips  frequently  come  empty  into  the  ports  of  England,  to  viftual  for  long 

voyages,  which,  in  a  time  of  fcarcity,  is  by  no  means  to  be  fuffered :    fuch  Ihips,^  therefore 

fhall  hereafter  only  take  in  fuch  a  quantity  of  provifions  as  the  magiflrates  of  the  refpcftive 

ports  Ihall  judge  convenient,  being  only  for  their  neceflary  fubfiftence  till  their  return  into 
**  their  own  country." 

In  p*  200,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  in  this  year  a  monopoly  projeft,  **  for  the  praAice 
**  of  a  new  invention  for  the  feparating  of  gold  and  filver  from  or  out  of  other  bafer  metals, 
*'  viz.  copper,  tin,  and  lead;  granted  for  fourteen  years:  paying  one-tliird  of  the  neat  profit 
•*  .thereof  to  the  King." 

In  this  year  alfo,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  21 1,  of  the  Fcedera,  King  Charles  moft  lauda- 
bly commifiions  a  number  of  his  great  officers  of  ftate,  "  To  enquire  into  the  fifliery  on  the 
**  Britilh  coafts,  how  the  fame  may  be  rendered  more  beneficial  to  the  nation,  by  framing  a 
*•  general  filhery  company,  compofed  of  fome  of  each  of  his  three  kingdoms.  For  which  end, 
^*  he  herein  promifes  to  iffuc  like  commifiions  to  Scotland  and  Ireland." — See  more  of  this 
**  under  the  year  1633. 

In  the  fame  year  1630,  Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  219,  &c.  "  King  Charles  iffues  a  commiilion, 
**  wherein  he  takes  notice  of  the  deceitful  making  of  our;?7hite  cloths,  exported  by  the  Mer- 
**  chant- adventurers  Company,  who  have  frequently  many  confiderable  fums  deduAed  from 
**  them  by  perfons  they  deal  with  beyond-fea,  on  account  of  defe£ls  in  our  faid  cloths,  in 
**  point  of  length,  breadth,  and  weight :  whereby  our  cloths,  in  general,  are  depreciated  in  fo- 
*•  reign  parts.  Wherefore,  he  appoints  them  commifiioners  for  th(^ counties  of  Somerfer, 
*•  Wilts,  Gloucefter,  and  Oxon,  to  fee  the  ftatutes  for  the  right  making  of  white  cloth  put  in 
*'  execution,  and  that  the  fearchers  and  overfecrs  do  their  duty." 

In  Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  219,  &c.  we  have  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  between  King 
•**  Pliarles  I.  of  England,  and  King  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  figncd  at  Madrid. 

3  What 
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1630.     What  relates  to  commerce  is  to  the  following  cffeft,  viz. 

Articles  VII.  and  XVIII.  **  The  fame  articles  or  conditions  of  commerce  are  hereby  rc- 
"  newed,  that  exifted  before  the  war  broke  out  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Philip  If. 
**  and  as  ftipulated  in  the  ninth  and  twenty-fecond  articles  of  the  year  1604. 

VIII.  *'  The  merchant  ftiips,  and  (hips  of  war  of  both  Kings,  fo  as  the  latter  do  not  exceed 
•*  eight  in  number,  may  freely  refort  to  the  ports  of  both  countries,  and  may  there  take  in  pro- 
**  vifions,  refit  their  (hips,  and  trade  as  by  ancient  treaties.  But  (hips  of  war  (hall  remain  no 
"  longer  than  till  they  have  refitted  and  reviftualled.  Neither  fhall  a  greater  number  of  them 
**  come  into  any  port  of  the  other  party,  without  fpecial  leave  obtained  from  the  fovereign  of 
•*  that  port:  nor  (hall  they,  under  colour  of  lawful  commerce,  fupply  the  enemy  of  cither 
•*  party  with  provifions,  nor  with  naval  or  warlike  ftores. 

XI.  **  No  new  impofitions  fhall  be  laid  in  Spain,  on  the  merchandize  of  that  country, 
"  brought  away  by  the  Englifli  in  their  own  fhips. 

XIX.  "  No  difturbance  (hall  be  given  in  Spain  to  the  Englifti  trading  thither,  on  account 
**  of  confciencc,  where  no  fcandal  (Hall  be  given. 

XX.  "  Where  any  goods  prohibited  are  exported,  none  but  the  delinquents  (hall  be  pu- 
**  nifhed  for  the  fame  :  nor  (hall  any  thing  more  be  forfeited  but  the  faid  goods. 

XXL  *'  The  efFeAs  of  perfons  dying  in  either  country^  (hall  be  fecured  for  the  benefit  of 
**  their  heirs,  &c. 

XXIII.  *'  In  cafe  of  a  rupture  hereafter  between  the  two  nations,  fix  months  (hall  be  al« 
•*  lowed  both  parties  to  remove  their  effefts. 

XXIV.  "  The  (hips  of  neither  party  (hall  be  detained  in  the  ports  of  the  other- party, 
**  nor  (hall  be  employed  for  warlike,  or  other  purpofes^  without  the  confent  of  tlieir  own 
•*  fovereigns." 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  235,  we  have  another  of  King  Charles's  proclamations  againft  the 
growing  of  tobacco  in  England  and  Ireland  ;  wherc^  it  feems,  great  quantities  were  ftill  raifcd. 
And,  after  inveighing,  like  his  father's  and  his  own  wonted  manner,  againft  the  inordinate  ufe 
of  tobacco,  which  he  here  terms  an  ufelefs  weed,  he  again  forbids  the  importation  not  only  of 
ail  foreign  tobacco,  without  his  licence,  but  even  that  the  quantity  of  tobacco  from  Virginia, 
the  Somer  ifles,  and  Caribbee  ifles,  be  annually  limited  by  himfelf,  and  that  none  be  imported 
but  into  the  port  of  London  only. 

In  Mr.  Munn's  judicious  book,  entitled,  England's  Treafure  by  Foreign  Trade,  publi(hed 
after  his  death  by  his  fon,  in  the  year  1664,  treating  of  the  advantages  of  permitting  the  free 
exportatioa  of  our  own  coin,  as  well  as  of  foreign  bullion,  he  obferves,  **  That  Ferdinand  I. 

the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  was  very  rich  in  treafure,  and  enlarged  his  trade,  by  lending 

to  merchants  great  fums  of  money,  at  a  low  intereft :  thaf  myfelf  had  forty  thoufand  crowns 
**  of  him,  gratis,  for  a  whole  year  ;  although  he  knew  that  I  would  prefently  fend  it  away  in 
"  fpecie  to  Turkey,  to  be  employed  in  wares  for  his  country  ;  he  being  well  afliired,  that  in 
"  this  courfe  of  trade,  it  would  return  again,  according  to  the  old  faying,  with  a  duck  in  the 
"  mouth. — By  his  thus  encouraging  of  commerce,  within  thefe  thirty  years,  tlic  trade  of  his 
*•  port  of  Leghorn  is  fo  much  increafed,  that  of  a  poor  little  town,  as  I  myfelf  knew  it,  it  is 
**  now  become  a  fair  and  ftrong  city." 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Munn  might  write  this  book  about  the  year  i660j  and  was  at  Leg- 
horn about  this  year  1630. 

In 
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1630  In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  again  invaded  Brafil,  with  better  fuccefe 
than  before,  and  pofleflcd  thcmfelves  of  the  city  of  Olinda  there,  with  the  entire  province  of 
Fernambuquc ;  and  afterwards  they  gradually  extended  their  conquefts  much  further  into  that 
country. 

We  fliallclofe  this  year  1630,  according  to  our  late  old  ftilc,  with  fome  more  of  King 
Charles's  monopoly  projefts,  from  the  Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  239  to  242,  viz.  his  exclufive 
grants  or  charters  to  one  David  Ramfay,  a  great  projeftor  in  thofe  days,  for  the  following  pre- 
tended new  inventions,  viz. 

I.  *•  To  multiply  and  make  faltpetre  in  any  open  field  of  only  four  acres  of  ground,  fuffi- 
**  cient  to  fervc  all  our  dominions. 

II.  "  To  raifc  water  from  low  pits  by  fire. 

III.  "  To  make  any  fort  of  mills  to  go  on  ftanding  waters,  by  continual  motion,  without 
**  the  help  of  wind,  weight,  or  horfe. 

IV.  **  To  make  all  forts  of  tapellry  witliout  any  weavingJoom,  or  other  way  ever  yet  in 
^*  ufe  in  this  kingdom. 

V.  "  To  make  boats,  fhips,  and  barges,  to  go  againft  ftrong  wind  and  tide. 

VI.  **  To  make  the  earth  more  fertile  than  ufual. 

VII.  "  To  raife  water  from  low  mines  and  coal-pits,  by  away  never  yet  in  ufe. 

VIII.  "  To  make  hard  iron  foft,  and  likewife  copper  to  be  tough  and  foft ;  which  is  not  ia 
^*  ufe  in  this  kingdom. 

IX.  *'  To  make  yellow  wax  white  very  fpeedily." — This  man  fcems  to  have  had  as  fruitful 
**  a  brain  as  even  any  of  the  famous  year  1726. 

Another  projeft,  p.  242,  &c.  in  this  fame  year,  was,  "  For  the  conveying  of  certain  fprings 
•*  of  water  into  London  and  Weftminftcr,  from  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Hodfdon,  in 
"  Hertfordfliirc,  by  the  undertakers,  Sir  Edward  Stradling  and  John  Lyde,"  the  projeftor 
being  one  Michael  Parker.  *^  For  defraying  the  cxpences  whereof,  King  Charles  grants  them 
**  a  fpecial  licence  to  ereft  and  publifh  a  lottery  or  lotteries;  according,"  fays  this  record, 
**  to  the  courfc  of  other  lotteries  heretofore  ufed  or  praftifed."  Which  is  the  firft  mention  of 
lotteries  either  in  the  Foedera  or  Statute-book.  **  And,  for  the  fole  privilege  of  bringing  the 
**  faid  waters  in  aquedu£ts  to  London,  they  were  to  pay  four  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  into 

« 

**  the  King's  exchequer :  and,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  make  the  faid  large  annual  pay- 
*'  ment,  the  King  grants  them  leave  to  bring  their  aquedu£ls  through  any  of  his  parks,  chaces, 
*'  lands,  &c.  and  to  dig  up  the  fame  gratis." 

We  fliould  alfo  obferve,  that,  in  this  fame  year  1630,  a  fpecial  licence  was  granted  by  King 
Charles,  for  importing  of  horfes ;  and  another  for  exporting  of  dogs. 
1631       A  projeft  was  now  authorifed  by  King  Charles,  for  the  fole  ufe  of  an  invention*  for  the  de- 
defence  of  marfli-lands  from  inundations  from  the  fea.     The  projeftor  to  pay  twenty  Ihillings 
annually  into  the  Exchequer. — Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  251. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  287,  we  meet  with  the  firft  eflay  for  the  coining  of 
milled  money  in  England,  by  mills  and  prefles,  in  the  beautiful  method  praftifed  in  our  days, 
«  In  a  commiflion  from  King  Charles  to  Sir  William  Balfour,  then  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
*^  of  London,  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire,  furveyor  of  the  King's  works,  and  five  others ;  who  were 
**  thereby  dircfted  to  examine  the  praftice  thereof  by  the  undertaker,  Nicholas  Bryitt,  a  Lor- 
*^  rainer,  who,  for  that  purpofe,  had  gold  and  filver  bullion  delivered  to  him  by  Sir  Robert 
*^  Harley,  matter  of  the  mint." 
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1631      Tn  p.  301,  of  the  fame  volume,  wc  hare  King  Charks'g  commiffion  to'  fcvcral  great  oiBcera 
•  p{  ftatc,  &c.  "  To  confider  of,  and  report  to  him,  the  prefent  ftate  of  Virginia,  and  of  the 
*^  produft,  commodities,  &c.  moft  proper  to  be  raifed  and  advanced  in  that  planta|ion ;  and  its 
**  further  fettlcment  and  advancement.'* 

Under  the  faid  year  1631,  and  in  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  303,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find, 
that  Quebec,  in  Canada,  had  been  again  feized  on  by  Captain  Kirk,  in  the  year  1629,  before 
he  knew  of  the  conclufioti  of  peace  between  England  and  France  that  lame  year :  "  Where- 
**  fore  King  Charles  now  gives  a  promife,  under  his  fign-manual,  to  his  brother-in-law, 
*^  Louis  XIII.  of  France,  that,  as  ibon  as  commiffioners  from  him  fliould  arrive  at  Canada, 
**  his  people  fhould  deliver  up  to  France  the  faid  fortrefs  and  town  (babhatio)  of  Quebec  :— 
**  And  tliat  whatever  had  been  embezzled  therein  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  French.'* 

The  late  King  James  having,  it  feems,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  letters- 
patent,  which  wc  have  not  before  met  with,  for  the  fole  ufe  of  a  new  metliod  of  making  hard 
foap,  with  a  material  called  berilia,  without  the  ufe  of  any  fire  in  the  making  thereof ;  as  alfo 
for  burning  and  preparing  of  bean  and  peas-ftraw,  kelp,  fern,  and  other  vegetables  found  in  his 
Majefty^s  dominions,  into  pot-aflies,  for  the  making  of  foap,  he,  in  the  fame  nineteenth  vo- 
lume, p.  323,  &c.  ^^  grants  a  frelh  patent,  for  fourteen  years,  to  the  old  patentees,  Roger 
**  Jones  and  Andrew  Palmer,  jointly  with  Sir  William  Rufiell,  &c.  for  further  improving 
'^  the  faid  inventions,  and  for  their  fole  ufe  thereof."  This  monopoly  brought  ten  thoufand 
pounds  into  the  Exchequer. 

In  p.  329,  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King  again  prohibits  the  eating  of  fiefh  in  Lent,  &c; 
as  in  his  former  ones. 

In  p.  335,  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation 
<^  for  reftraining  the  excefs  of  the  private  or  clandeftine  trade  carried  on  to  and  from  the  Eaft 
'^  Indies,  by  the  officers  and  failors  in  the  Company's  own  fliips."  But  what  is  more  foe 
cur  purpofe,  is,  the  catalogue  therein  exhibited  of  the  wares  and  merchandize  licenfed  to  be 
exported  to  India,  and  alfo  of  thofe  licenfed  to  be  imported  from  thence,  viz. 

**  Goods  allowed  to  be  exported  to  India : — Perpetuanas  and  drapery,  pewter,  fafFron, 
*'  wooUen-ftockings,  filk-ftockings  and  garters,  ribband-rofes  edged  with  gold-lace,  beaver* 
'^  hats,  with  gold  and  filver-bands,  felt-hats,  ftrong- waters,  knives,  Spanifli  leather  flioes,  iron^  > 
*•  and  looking-glaflcs." 

**  Goods  which  might  be  imported  from  India :— Long  pepper,  white  pepper,  white  pow« 
**  der  fugar  preferved,  nutmegs  and  ginger  preferved,  myrabolans,  bezoar-ftoncs,  drugs  of  all 
^'  forts,  agate-heads,  blood-ftones,  muik,  aloes-fucatrina,  ambergreafe,  rich  carpets  of  Perfia^ 
*^  and  of  Cambaya,  quilts  of  fatin,  tafFaty,  painted  callicoes,  benjamin,  damaiks,  fatins  and  taf«« 
^'  faties  of  China,  quilts  of  China  embroidered  with  gold,  quilts  of  Pitania  embroidered  with 
^'  filk,  galls,  worm-feeds,  fugar-candy,  china-diflies  and  pufianes,  (/.  e.  porcelain)  of  all  forts.'' 
By  this  catalogue, -diflFering  not  a  little  from  our  modem  India  cargoes,  we  may  learn,  that 
many  rich  and  ufeful  commodities  were  then  imported  from  India,  and  that  china-ware  or  por- 
celain was  then  come  into  ufe  in  Europe,  although  this  is  the  firft  authentic  mention  thereof 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Fcedera.  Botero,  indeed,  mentions  it  fo  early  as  in  the  year  1590 ;  and 
it  is  again  mentioned  in  1593.  But  neither  tea  nor  coffee  were  as  yet  brought  home  by  our 
India  (hips. 

^^  P-  33^9  ^9^*  xix*  ^^  ^^  Foedera,  King  Charles  confirmed  a  grant  made  by  King  Jame;, 

for  incorporating  the  ftarch-makers  of  London ;  who  were  to  pay  the  King  one  thoufand  five 
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1631  hundred  pounds  the  firft  year,  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  the  fecond  year, -and  for 
every  fucceeding  year  three  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  And  as  for  the  playing-card  mo- 
nopoIy>  the  King  bought  them  all  of  the  company,  and  fold  them  out  again  at  a  much  higher 
price. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  large  Spanifh  fleet,  attempting  to  cut  off  the  communication  between 
Holland  and  Zeland,  were  utterly  overthrown  by  the-Dutch  Admiral  Hollar,  who  took  their 
whole  fleet,  and  near  five  thoufand  failors. 

In  a  lift  of  offices  filled  up  in  the  nineteenth  volunte,  p.  346,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  grant 
to  William  Frizell,  aiid  others,  of  the  o&cc  of  poftmafter  for  foreign  parts,  in  reverfion.— 
And,  in  the  following  year,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  385,  we  learn,  that  this  office  had  been  flrft 
ereded  by  King  James>  without  naming  the  year.  It  feems,  tliat  before  that  firft  appoint- 
ment, and  even  fometimes  fince,  private  undertakers  only,  conveyed  letters  to  and  from  fo* 
reign  parts.  King  Charles,  therefore,  now  ftridly  enjoins,  that  none  but  his  then  foreign 
poftmafters  do  hereafter  prefume  to  exercife  any  part  of  that  office*  ^ 

In  p.  370  of  the  faid  vol.  xix.  King  Charles,  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  ere£):ed,  by  charter^ 
a  fecond  company  for  a  trade  to  Africa,  ••  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Young,  Sir  Kenelm  Digby, 
and  fundry  merchants ;  to  enjoy  the  fole  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  Binny,  fL  e,  Benin) 
and  Angola ;  between  Cape  Blanco,  in  twenty  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  at  about  thirty*four  degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  together  with  the  ifles  adjacent, 
**  for  thirty-one  years  to  come.     Which  charter  prohibits  not  only  his  own  fubjefts^  (the 
patentees  excepted)  but  likewife  tlie  fubje£ts  of  every  other  prince  and  flate,  (ac  etiamfuh^ 
dliis  almum  principum  veljiatus  cujufcnnqut)  to  trade  or  refort  ta  or  within  the  faid  limits, 
on  any  pretence  whatfoever/'    Avery  bold  prohibition  this,  more  efpeciaily  as  he  well 
knew  that  the  Portuguefe  were  long  before  ilrongly  fettled  on  the  coaft  of  Angola,  &a  and 
what  furely  he  could  never  have  been  able  to  make  good.     **  Neither  were  any  but  thofc  pa* 
tcntees  to  import  into  his  dominions  any  red-wood,  fkins,  wax,  gums,  dyers-grains,  (grana 
tiniloria)  nor  any  other  merchandize,  upon  forfeiture  of  fhip  and  cargo.     And  the  paten* 
*^  tees  were  empowered  to  feize  on  all  fhips  and  merchandize  they  fhould  find  within  their 
*^  bound?,  contrary  to  this  charter ;  and  might  alfo  fearch  into  the  inner  parts  of  Africa.'* 

This  charter  is  not  to  be  foimd  in  the  Foedera  under  the  year  1631,  but  is  only  recited  in 
the  page  before-mcntioned,  on  the  twenty-third  of  April j  1632,  as  having  been  granted  in  the 
preceding  year.  **  And  the  King,'*  in  the  year  1632,  **  grants  his  proteSion  to  a  fleet  of 
'^  fhips,  now  fitted  out  by  the  above-named  patentees,  for  the  faid  coaft  of  Africa,  for  com*^ 
V  mencing  of  commerce  there,  within  the  faid  limits." 

The  patentees  proceeded  in  erefting  forts  and  warehoufes  on  that  coaft,  at  a  great  expcnce  ^ 
yfct  the  feparate  traders,  then  called  by  the  Dutch  term  interlopers,  again  broke  in  upon  this 
company,  a^  they  had  done  on  that  of  the  year  16 18,  and  forced  this  trade,  in  a  great  degree, 
open  again ;  2nd  fo  it  remained,  till  after  tlie  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  which  we  thought 
beft  to  relate  here,  though  one  year  out  of  its  place.  Yet  in  the  year  1651,  the  Rump  Parlia- 
ment granted  a  charter  for  five  years  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who  made  ufe  of  the  caftles 
and  trade  of  the  Gold-coaft,  as  lying  in  their  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  \  and,  it  feems,  found 
their  account  in  this  trade  for  fome  time :  for  here  they  landed  their  goods  brought  from  Eng- 
land, and  carried  the  gold  which  they  there  received  into  India;  although  it  feems  their  capi- 
tal ftock  for  this  trade  never  exceeded  feventeen  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  ;  therewith, 
however,  they  erefted  two  new  forts.     This  third  temporary  company  likewifc  licenfed  fliips 
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J631  to  trade  to  Guinea,  for  ten  per  cent,  of  their  cargoes,  or  three  pounds  per  ton  on  die  fhips.— 
A  fine  trade,  truly,  for  this  company,  if  it  could  have  held  long  ! 

In  the  faid  year  1631,  two  feveral  attempts  were  made  for  difcovering  a  north-weft  paflTage 
through  Hudfon's  Bay  to  China,  viz.  one  by  Captain  Luke  Fox,  by  the  command  of  King 
Charles,  who  arrived  at  Port  Nelfon,  where  he  found  the  crofs  and  infcription  formerlyereft- 
cd  by  Sir  Thomas  Button,  which  he  renewed  f9r  the  King;  concerning  which  voyage,^ he 
afterwards  publifhed  a  fmall  quarto  treatife,  of  which  we  have  elfewhere  made  mention ;  its 
title  being  the  North-weft  Fox  :  and  Captain  Thomas  James,  in  this  fame  year,  was  fent  out 
by  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  and  wintered  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  latitude  fifty-two,  naming  the 
country  New  South  Wales,  giving  names  alfo  to  feveral  other  Bays,  capes,  &c.  as  Cape  Hen- 
rietta Maria,  &c.  His  account  was  alfo  printed  in  the  year  1633,  by  King  Charles's  order..— 
The  firft-named  author,  Captain  Fox,  thinks  there  is  a  paflage,  though  he  miiTed  it ;  the  lat- 
ter, however,  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  no  great  probability  of  any  fuch  paifage ;  although 
he  made  more  coniiderable  difcoveries  in  that  bay  than  either  Hudfon,  Button,  or  Baffin  had 
done :  fo  both  thofe  adventurers  returned  home,  in  the  following  year,  unfuccefsful. 

In  this  year  1631,  King  Charles  gave  up  the  caftlc  of  Briftol,  with  all  its  precinfts  and  in- 
habitants, to  the  faid  city,  to  be  for  the  future  in  all  refpefts  a  part  qf  that  city,  fpr  the  confi- 
deration  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds  to  that  King ;  and  of  a  fee-farm  to  be  paid  to 
him  of  forty  pounds  yearly :  by  which  confiderabie  addition,  the  boundaries,  or  pomerium  of 
the  city  of  Briftol,  was  now  above  feven  miles  in  circumference. 

1632  The  port  of  Sallee,  on  the  Barbary  coaft,  without  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
ibuthward,  being  in  rebellion  againft  its  own  monarch,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco;  and  being 
in  the  year  1632,  become  a  mere  neft  of  pirates,  that  Prince,  defirous  to  reduce  them  to  his 
obedience,  but  not  having  fufficient  (hipping  of  his  own  for  that  purpofe,  rcquefted  the  affift- 
ahce  of  King  Charles  L  of  Great  Britain.  Accordingly,  an  Englifh  fquadron  having  blocked 
up  that  town  towards  the  fea,  whilft  their  own  monarch  befieged  them  on  the  land  fide,  they 
were  forced  to  yield  ;  and  thereupon  their  fortifications  were  difmantled,  their  pirates  executed, 
and  three  hundred  captive  Chriftians  delivered  into  our  King's  hands ;  whereby,  fays  Dr,  Hey- 
lin,  p.  955,  both  he  and  the  nation  reaped  great  honour. 

King  Charles  I.  having,  about  that  fame  time,  built  and  newly  repaired  bis  naval  arfcnals, 
docks,  ftore-houfes,  &c.  fo  eiFeflually,  that  Leigh,  in  hisdioice  ob&rvations  of  all  the  Kings 
of  England,  printed  in  oftavo,  in  the  year  166 1,  fpeaking  thereof,  fays,  *'  That  thofe  naval 
edifices,  &c.  ereSed  by  him,  are  fo  magnificent,  and  univerlklly  ufcful,  that  they  are  become 
"  a  principal  pillar  of  the  nation's  fupport,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  naval  defence  of  it;  af- 
**  fordinga  variety  of  employment  by  the  manufafture  of  cordage,  as  alfo  by  the  careening 
^*  and  building  of  fhips." — What  more  could  hefaavb  faid,  had  he  viewed  Portfmouth,  Ply- 
mouth, Chatham,  Sheernefs,  Woolwich,  and  Deptford,  in  our  days  fo  vaftly  improxcd,  en- 
larged, and  beautified  ? 

In  this  year  diea  in  battle,  the  ever  renowned  Guftavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden :  who, 
partly  by  his  conquefts  in  Germany,  fome  of  which  Sweden  holds  at  this  day,  and  .his  fup- 
pprting  the  Proteftants,  and  the  liberty  of  that  rmpire,  .greatly  raifed  the  reputation  and  power 
of  his  own  nation  ;  having  alfo  been  the  great  patron  of  learning,  by  enlarging  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  profeiTors  of  his  own  univerfities,  which  were  before  greatly  decayed.  * 

In  this  fame  year  1632,  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France  was  concluded  by  King  Cliarlcs  L  of 
England,  by  which  the  giving  up  to  France  the  countries  of  L'Acadie,  part  of  Nova  Scotia, 
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1632  and  of  Canada,  was  IhamcfuUy  confirmed— See  the  Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  361.    This  treaty 
was  in  fubftance, 

*•  I.  and  11.  King  Louis  XIII.  engages  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Ilaac  Wake,  King 
*'  Charles's  ambaflador  at  Paris,  the  value  of  the  charges  of  three  Englifh  Ihips ;  and  to  de« 
*'  liver  up  thofe  ihips  now  in  his  ports  of  Dieppe  and  Calais. 

"  III.  King  Charles  fliall  reftore  to  France  all  the  places  pollefled  by  the  Englifh  in  Nev9 
*^  France,  L'Acadie,  and  Canada.  Particularly  Port  Royal,  fince  named  Annapolis  Royalp 
**  the  fort  of  Quebec,  and  Cape  Breton. 

**  VIII.  IX.  X.  XL  The  fum  of  eighty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred  livres,  ihall  be  paid 
*'  to  France  for  ikins,  knives,  &c.  found  in  Quebec.     And  alfo  the  value  of  the  cargoes  of 
'*  feveral  fhips  taken  by  the  Englifh,  as  herein  fpecified.     Alfo  lixty  thoufand  fix  hundred 
*'  livres  for  five  fhips  and  their  cargoes,  taken  by  the  Englifh.''     See  vol.  ii.  art.  xi.  of  the 
General  Colle£lion  of  Treaties. 

Moreover,  in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  concluded  on  the  fame  day  and  year,  between  the  faid 
two  monarchs,  it  was  ftipulated  in  fubftance,  viz. 

Article  III.  To  prevent  damages  to  merchants,  by  detaining  their  fhips  at  fea,  by  the 
••  fhips  of  war  of  cither  party,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for  contraband  goods,  there  fhall 

not  above  three  perfons,  at  any  one  time,  enter  any  fuch  merciiant  fhips,  from  any  fhip  of 

war,  to  view  or  fearch  their  papers  for  any  fuch  contraband  goods. — After  which  they  fhall 

not  ftop  the  faid  merchant  fhips,  nor  turn  them  out  of  their  way. 

IV.  The  fhips  of  both  contraAing  parties,  fhall  give  ten  thoufand  livres  fecurity,  before 

they  fail  out  of  the  refpeftive  ports  of  France  and  England,  not  to  injure,  nor  attempt  to 
•'  injure,  the  fhips  and  merchandize  of  either  contrafting  party.** 

The  other  articles  relate  only  to  the  manner  of  treating  prize  fhips  and  their  men. 

To  this  fatal  treaty  of  peace  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  owing  all  the  difputes  we  have  had  ever 
fince  with  France  concerning  North  America ;  our  King  and  his  Minifters  being  fadly  out- 
witted by  Richlieu's  fuperior  dexterity.  The  three  places  now  delivered  up  to  France  were 
not,  it  is  true,  thought  of  the  fame  importance  then,  as  they  are  fince  found  to  be ;  yet  it 
was  very  obvious,  even  at  that  time,  to  any  confidcrate  obferver,  that  as  thofe  French  colo- 
nies fhould  increafe  in  people  and  commerce,  thefc  places  would  be  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  France,  and  very  dangerous  to  England :  but  more  efpecially,  our  parting  with  Port  Royal 
and  Cape  Breton  is  never  to  be  excufed  ;  as  the  pofleffion  of  them  gave  to  the  French  a  fair 
pretext  for  their  fettling  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  thereby  gradually 
claiming  the  reft  of  Nova  Scotia,  borderii^  on  New  England ;  whereas,  had  the  French  been 
ftri£lly  confined  to-  their  original  fettlements  on  the  north  and  north-weft  fides  of  that  great 
river,  the  country  is  fo  bad,  and  the  trade  thereof  fo  indifferent,  that  before  this  time  they 
wouldf  in  all  probability,  liave  abandoned  them. 

Although  ever  fince  the  Hollanders  had  commenced  hoftilities  againft  Spain,  upon  the  ex« 
piration  of  their  twelve  years  truce,  in  the  year  1621,  their  trade  and  wealth  were  greatly  in- 
creafed,.  and  individuals  more  efpecially  became  greatly  enriched,  within  the  laft  eleven  years 
of  the  war;  yet  the  province  of  Holland,  which  bore  the  priiKtpal  burden  of  that  war,  was, 
in  its  colkdive  capacity,  found  to  be  in  this  year,  1632,  no  Icfs  than  fifty-five  ntillions  of 
guilders  in  debt,  or  arrears:  that  province  alone  bearing  by  the  original  union  of  Utrecht, 
iifty-eight  per  cent/  of  the  whole  annual  x:harge  of  the  war.- 

In 
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1632  In  the  ninetceath  volume,  p.  365,  of  the  Foedfera,  we  fee  King  Charles's  patent  for  four- 
teen years,  •*  for  the  fole  ufc  and  profit  of  an  engine  for  diving  in  the  fca  and  other  deep 
**  waters,  for  loft  goods  and  trcafure." 

In  p.  371,  iifiJ.  there  is  alfo  another  patent  to  a  phyfician,  pretending  "  to  have,  by  long 
**  ftudy  and  great  expence,  found  out  the  following  fix  whimfical  fccrets,  viz. 

"  I.  An  inftrument,  which  may  be  called  the  Wind-mate ;  very  profitable  when  common 
•*  winds  fail,  for  a  more  fpecdy  pafl&ge  of  calmed  fhips  and  vcflels,  on  fcas  and  rivers. 

"  IL  The  Fifti-call,  or  a  looking  glafs  for  fifhcs  intbefea;  very  ufcful  for  filhermen  to 
«*  call  all  kinds  of  fiflies  to  their  nets,  fears,  or  hooks :  as  fcveral  calls  are  needful  for  fowlers 
**  to  call  feveral  kinds  of  fowls  or  birds,  to  their  nets  or  fnarcs."    All  naturalifts  feem  to* 
"  agree,  that  fifh  have  no  auditory  faculties. 

**  III.  A  Water-bow,  for  the  more  fpeedy  prefervation  of  houfes  on  land,  and  fhips  at  fea,^ 
"  from  fire. 

"  IV.  A  Building-mould,  or  ftone-prcfs,  very  requifite  for  the  building  of  churches  or 
<*  great  houfes;  by  which,  fione  windows,  door  cafes,  chimney  pieces,  &c.  are  made  more 
•*  fpeedily,  without  hewing,  cutting,  fawing,  carving,  or  engraving.  As  alfo  for  tlie  mak-^ 
*'  ing  of  bricks  and  tiles  m6re  beautiful  to  the  eye,  and  more  durable  againft  foul  weather ; 
**  being  as  fmoodi  as  glafs,  on  the  one  fide  or  end,  with  divers  colours  and  works,  as  if 
**  carved  by  curious  workmen. 

"  V.  A  moveable  Hydraulic,   or  chamber  Weather-caU,   like  a  cabinet;  which,  being 

placed  in  a  room,  or  by  a  bed  fide,  caufetli  fweet  flctp  to  tbofe,  who  either  by  hot  fevers^ 

or  otherwife,  cannot  take  reft :  and  it  withal  alters  the  dry  hot  air  into  a  more  moiftening 
*^  and  cooling  temper,  either  with  mufical  founds  or  without. 

"  VI.  The  Corre&ed-cranc,  by  which  wine,  oil,  or  any  other  liquor,  may  be  transfiifed^ 
"  from  one  veflcl,  which  cannot  well  be  removed,  to  another  remote:  as  alfo  water  maybe. 
"  drawn  from  one  place  to  another,  without  any  fucking  or  forcing  by  the  mouthy  as  virit- 
**  ners  and  others  ufc  to  do/' 

All  thefe  were  exclufive  for  fourteen  years;  paying  the  yearly  rent  of  one  pound  fix  fhillings 
and  eight*pence,  into  the  Exchequer. 

Thefe  arc  fuch  Angular  projefts  as  are  worth  the  recording,  purely  for  their  novelty :  and 
were  they  zny  where  clfe,  but  in  fo  authentic  a  collection  of  our  records,  would  probably  be 
regarded  in  no  other  fenfe  than  as  a  burlefque  on  many  othpr  projects  of  this  age;  as  alfo  oii< 
the  famous  year  1720. 

In  this  nineteenth  volume,  p.  374,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  once  more  iflues  a  pro-- 
damation  againft  the  refiding  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  conftantly  with  their  families  in  Lon- 
don.    Wherein,  befide  the  ufual  topics  in  former  ones,  he  remarks,  .^*  that,  by  refiding  in 
**  London  with  their  families,  a  great  part  of  their  money  and  fubftance  is  drawn  from  the  * 
**  feveral  counties  whence  it  arifcth,  and  fpent  in  the  city  on  excels  of  apparel,  provided  from^^ 
**  foreign  parts,  to  the  enriching  of  other  nations,  and- the  unnecefiary  coniumption  of  ^ 
**  great  part  of  the  treafure  of  this  reakn  :  and  in  other  vain  delights  and  expcnces,  even  to  ^ 
•^  the  wafting  of  their  eftates*    That  t\tts  alfo  draws  great  numbers  of  loofe  and  idle  people  to- 
*^  London  and  Weftminftcr,  which  thereby  are  not  fo  eafily  governed  as  formerly,  tlie  poors 
•*  rates  iocreafed,:  and  provifions  enhanced.     For  aU  which  reafons,  they  are  now  limrted  to 
*^  forty  days,  from  the  date  hereof,  to  depart  with  their  families  from  London,  Weftminftcr^ , 
*^  and  their  fuburbs,  .and  to  rcfide  on  their  eftatesu'' 

After 
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1632  After  reading  of  this,  and  limilar  proclamations;  can  any  one  wondef  at  this  King's  being 
termed  arbitrary,  and  of  his  getting  fo  many  enemies  amongft  his  fabjeds  :  iince  men  of  the 
greateft  fortunes  were  hereby  poiitively  debarred  a  liberty,  which,  being  innocent  in  itfelf,  the 
meaneft  free  fubjeft  would  never  patiently  part  with,  of  remaining  where  he  likes  beft.  Even 
this  command  was  not  without  a  view  to  the  King's  emolument ;  Iince  thofe  who  did  not 
obey  punctually,  were  condemned  in  grievous  fines  by  the  Star-chamber,  for  the  King's  ufe, 

Ihid.  p.  376^  we  are  again  entertained  with  that  King's  frelh  order  againft  eating  of  ilffh  in> 
Lent,  and  on  other  faft  days. 

Hid.  p.  386,  King  Charles,  m  this  fame  year,  licenfes  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  export 
forty  thoufand  pounds  in  foreign  gold  bullion,  to  Perfia  and  India,  in  lieu  of  fo  much  of  the 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  by  King  James's  charter,  they  were  impowered  an- 
nually to  export  thither  in  foreign  filver  bullion. 

A  dearth  of  provifions  continuing.  King  Charles,  p.  387,  ibid,  prohibits  the  exportation 
of  corn  for  one  year  to  come.  And  by  the  fame  proclamation,  he  renews  a  former  one, 
againft  the  exportation  of  wool,  fullers-earth,  and  leather. 

In  the  fame  vol.  xix,  p.  396,  King  Charles's  fpecial  warrant  to  his  trcafury  declares,  "  that, 

notwithftanding  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England  forbid  the  exportation  of  any  gold  and 

iilver  to  foreign  parts,  either  in  coin  or  bullion ;  yet,  he  being  defirous  to  cultivate  the 

friendlhip  of  his  moft  dear  brother  King  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  and  of  the  merchants  of  the 

Spanifh  Netherlands,  grants  a  licenfe  for  the  faid  merchants  to  export  gold  and  filver,  either 
*<  in  our  coin  or  otherwife,  being  the  produce  of  the  merchandize  they  Ihall  import  into 
**  Englaad^  as  far  as  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  in  every  (hip  returning 
*'  home ;  fo  as  the  faid  money  be  exported  within  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  days  from  their 
**  tinlading  the  merchandize  they  import,  until  we  ihall  otherwife  ordain.  Any  flatute  or 
**  cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.'* 

In  the  fame  vol.  xix.  p.  403,  ibid.  **  King  Charles  difpenfes  with  Queen  £lizabeth*s  pro- 
*^-  hibition  of  the  year  1564,  againft  the  merchant-adventurers  marrying  foreign  wives  beyond 
-**  fea,  or  holding  lands  or  tenements  there,  upon  pain  of  being  disfranchized.^  This  he  did 
^'  in  behalf  of  four  perfons  herein  named.  Provided  they  did  not  keep  their  wives  any  where 
**  out  of  England,  and  that  they  difpofe  of  their  foreign  lands  in  a  limited  time." 

In  the  Englifti  Eaft  India  Company's  vindication,  in  the  year  1681,  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, in  anfwer  to  the  allegations  of  the  Turkey  Company,  amongft  other  points  for  (hewing 
the  great  difficulties  attending  an  Eaft  India  trade,  it  is  afterted,  that  althougli  formerly  they 
had  a  ftock  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand.  pounds,  yet  in  fifteen  years  time,  viz.  from 
1617  to  1632,  their  whole  profit  was  no  more  than  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent. 

The  crown  being  impowered,  by  the  fiatutes  of  the  fourth  of  King  Edward  III.  and  the 
twenty-eighth  of  King  Henry  VIII.  from  time-to  time  to  fix  the  prices  of  wines  in  England, 
'  King  Charles,  as  per  vol.  xix.  p.  405,  of  the  Fcedera,  fixed  the  following  prices  for  one  year 
certain,  viz. 

"I.  -Canary,  Mufcadel,  and  Alicant  wines,  to  be  fold  in  grofs  at  fixteen  pounds  per  pipe ; 
**  and  by  retail  at  twelve-pence  per  quart. 

*^  II.  Sacks  and  Malagas  at  thirteen  pounds  per  butt,  in  grofs ;  and  by  retail  at  nind-pence 
**  per  quart. 

*'  III.  The  beft  Gafcon  and  French  wines  at  eighteen  pounds  per  ton,  in  grofs ;  and  at 
^*  fix-pence  per  quart  by  retail. 

••  IV.  Rochelle, 
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*^  IV^  Rochellcy  and  other  fmall  and  thin  wines,  at  fifteen  pounds  per  ton,  in  grofs ;  and 

at  fiyc<*pence  per  quart  by  retail* 

*^  Tbefe  feveral  prices  to  hold  at  all  the  ports  where  the  faid  wines  (hall  be  landed,  and 

within  ten  miles  thereof ;  but  for  every  thirty  miles  of  land  carriage  beyond  the  iaid  ten 
*^  mile's,  there  (hall  be  allowed  four  pounds  per  ton,  and  one-penny  per  quart,  for  the  faid 
**  carriage,  to  be  added  to  their  prices."  This  method  of  compelling  merchants  to  any  fixed 
price  for  their  merchandize  would  now  be  deemed  equally  unjuft  and  impra£^icable. 

f^  Here  we  fee,  that  the  beft  French  wines  in  thofe  times  fold  at  a  much  lower  price  than 
the  beft  Spani(h  wines  did  :  and  this  difFerence  held  pretty  near  the  fame  in  the  reign  of  his 
ifon  King  Charles  II.  and  (fuch  is  the  humour  of  the  w^orld)  until  the  high  duty  laid  on  wines 
from  France  brought  them  into  high  efleem :  ever  fincc  which  period,  French  wines  have 
been  in  much  greater  efteem  than  Spani(h  or  Portugal  wines; 

* 

This  fame  year  gave  birth  to  the  fine  and  now  profperous  c6lony  of  Maryland,  being  .a  part 
of  what  was  then  reckoned  Virgipia* 

Sir  George  Calvert,  Secretary  of  State,  he  or  his  fon  being  afterwards  created  Lord  Balti- 
more, having,  in  the  years  i6ai  and  1622,  obtained  of  King  James  agrant  of  part  of  .New* 
foundland,  he  fome  time  after,  removed  thither  with  his  family;  but  he  foon  found  it  to  be 
one  of  the  worft  countries  in  the  habitable  world.  Whereupon  he  returned  back  to  England ; 
and  **  he  being  a  confcientious  Roman  Catholic,**  fays  Six  William  Keith,  in  his  Hiilpry  of 
Virginia,  **  was  inclined  to  retire  with  his  family  to  fome  part  of  Virginia,  there  quietly  to 
•*  enjoy  the  free  excrcifc  of  his  religion;  for  which  purpo(e  he  weift  thitlier  himfelf,"  in  or. 
about  the  year  1631 :  *^  but  being  diicouraged  by  die  univerfal  diHike  which  he  perceived  the 
**  people  of  Virginia  had  to  the  very  name  of  a  P^pift,  he  left  Virginia,  and  went  further  up 
'<  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak:  and  finding  there  a  very  Jarge  traft  of  land»  commodiouily  watered 
'*  with  many  fine  rivers,  and  not  yet  inhabited  by  any  Chriftians,  be  returned  for  England, 

and  repr^fented  to  the  King,  that  the  colony  of  Vitginia  had  not  as  yet  occupied  any  landff 

beyond  the  fouth  bank  of  Potowmack  River  :^'  whereupon  he  obtained  a  promife  of  the 
King*s  grant  of  that  unfettled  country.  But  he  dyiqg  before  the  grant  was  made  out,  his  foa 
Caecilius  took  it  out  in  his  own  name,  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  1632;  the  Kinghimfelf 
naming  it  Maryland,  in  honour  of  his  Queen  Henrietta  Maria.  It  is  hdd  by  the  Lords  Bal- 
timore of  the  crown,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  as  of  the  King's  honour  of  Windfor, 
yielding  and  paying  yearly  for  ever,  at  Windfor  Caftle,  if  demanded,  two  Indian  arrows  :  by 
which  charter  this  Lord-Proprietary  has  as  plenary  or  fovereign  a  power  as  any  in  America ; 
having  the  fole  right  to  all  the  quit  rents  of  land  therein,  which  he  (hall  grant  out  to  hisland* 
holders,  who,  however,  are  empowered  by  the  crown  to  lay  on  all  proper  taxes,  &c.  in  their 
general  courts,  compofed  of  their  repre(entatives»  duly  eleSed,  and  of  the  council ;  and  the- 
governor  is  always  to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  Lord-Proprietary,  with  the  King's  approba- 
tion. In  other  refpe£ts,  the  King  has  no  concern  with  the  government  of  Maryland,  any 
further  than  relates  to  commerce,  and  to  his  cuftoms  on  merchandize,  as  alfo  to  the  Admi»- 
ralty-jurifdiftion,  which  our  King  has  wifely  retained  in  all  our  colonies  in  America :  and*^ 
with  refpeft  to  thefe  laft  mentioned  points,  the  governors  of  this  and  all  other  charter  as  well 
as  regal  colonies,  are  obliged  to  obey  the  directions  of  the  King  and  Council,  as  ajfo  fucb 
orders  as  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  be  fent  to  them  from  the  Lords  Commiflioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  fince  the  ereCtion  of  that  moft  ufeful  Board. 

The 
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4632  The  ifland  of  Montferrat  was  now  firft  planted  by  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  governor  of  the 
neighbouring  ifle  of  St.  Chriftophers,  who  brought  a  colony  thither  from  Ireland,  and  was 
alfo  appointed  its  firft  governor.  At  firft  the  planters  thereof  fent  great  quantities  of  Indigo 
:te  England ;  though,  of  late  years,  they  have  run  almoft  entirely  into  the  fugar  trade,  with 
fome  little  cotton  and  ginger.  It  is  about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  nearly  the  fame  in 
;breadth.  It  has  thriven  extremely  well ;  and  may  probably  be  inhabited  by  about  four  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  white  people,  and  about  ten  thoufand  negro  ilaves.  It  is  better  fupplied 
.  ^ith  freih  water  than  Antigua ;  but  has  no  good  harbours,  and  is  fomewhat  dangerous  of  ap« 
•proach,  by  reafon  of  the  many  rocks  on  its  fhores. 

In  this  fame  year,  according  to  the  French  hiftorian  of  the  Caribbee  ifles,  publiflied  in  the 
year  1658,  and  already  quoted,  the  Hollanders  Weft  India  Company  firft  planted  the  fmall 
ifle  of  St.  Euftatia,  one  of  the  faid  ifles  :  being  five  leagues  in  compafs,  and  lying  about  three 
from  St.  Chriftophers.  It  is  the  ftrongeft  by  nature  of  all  thofe  ifles,  having  but  one  good 
landing  place ;  where,  however,  a  few  men  might  keep  off  a  great  army.  It  produce^  fugar; 
(but  is  chiefly  ufeful  to  the  Dutch  by  its  commodious  fituation  for  private,  i.  g.  contraband  or 
fmuggling,  trade  with  all  the  European  colonies  in  its  neighbourhood,  when  they  happen  to  be 
difappointed  of  fupplies  from  home ;  it  being  always  well  ftocked  with  European  merchandize 
for  thofe  ends.  Some  have  made  its  white  inhabitants  to  amount  to  five  or  fix  thoufand,  and 
its  acgrojes  to  fifteen  thoufand. 

While  Sir  Thomas  Wander  was  governor  of  St.  Cbriftopher,  fome  Englifh  families  in  or 
jabout  this  year  ventured  to  fettle  on  the  ifland  of  Antigua,  or  Antcgo,  in  that  neighbourhood; 
although  it  was  fax  fome  time  reckoned  uninhabitable,  becaufe  it  has  no  frefh  water  InrookSy 
or  fcarce  any  other  but  rain  -water  preferved  in  ponds  or  cifterns.  And,  for  that  reafon,  it 
was  foon  after  quitted  by  xhcnu,  and  remained  in  a  deferted  condition,  as  we  fhall  fee,  till  after 
the  i-eftoratioa  of  King  Charles  li. 
1633  la  1633,  ithe  young  Lord  Baltimoiv,  a  Roman  Catholic,  carried  two  hundred  perfons  to 
bis  new  colony  of  Maryland,  moftly  Papifts,  for  the  reafon  already  related  under  163a. 

This  colony  had  in  the  beginning  a  very  great  advantage  in  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  of  Virginia,  which  was  already  fettled,  from  whence  they  fupplied  themfelves  at  firft  with 
flefh  meat,  poultry,  &c.  fo  that  Maryland,  being  quickly  and  eafily  fettled,  became  in  a  few 
years  flourifhing  and  populous.  It  is  therefore  at  kngth  become  a  large  and  noble  e^ate  to 
sny  Lord  Baltimore. 

In  this  province,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Virginia,  the  planters  live  moftly  in  feparate  fituations 
and  not  in  towns,  for  the  convenience  of  the  great  number  of  rivers,  and  of  creeks  and  in-lcta 
of  the  great  Bays  of  Chefapcak  and  Delawar,  whereby  they  fo  eafily  convey  their  tobacco  to 
"  the  fhips  :  fo  that  in  neither  of  thofe  colonies  are  there  as  yet  any  towns  of  confiderable  bulk 
or  importance.  For  the  greater  planters  have  generally  ftorehoufes  within  themfelves,  for  all 
kinds  of  neceflaries  brought  from  Great  Britain,  not  only  for  their  own  confumptiont  but 
likewife  for  fupplying  the  lefler  planters  and  their  fervants,  &e.-T-And,  whilft  that  kind  of 
ceconomy  continues,  there  can  be  no  profpeft  of  towns  becoming  confiderable  in  either  pro- 
vince ;  which  is  fo  far  a  benefit  to  their  mother  country,  as  without  townis,  wherein  home 
manufaftures  and  handicrafts  are  generally  firft  propagated,  they  muft  continue  to  be  futppiied 
from  Britain  with  cloathing,  furniture,  tools,  delicacies,  &c. 

The  tobacco  of  Maryland,  called  Oroonoko,  being  ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  is  not 
faid  to  be  fo  generally  agreeable  to  the  JBritifh  tafte  as  the  fweet  fcented  tobacco  of  the  latter 
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1633  colony;  but  the  northern  nations  of  Europe  are  faid  to  like  it  better :  and  they  arc  thought 
to  raife  about  as  much  tobaccco  and  to  employ  near  as  many  Ihips  as  "Virginia  does.  Its  foil  is 
in  general  extremely  good,  being  moftly  a  level  country. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  reduced  their  national  intereft  of  money  from 
ten  to  eight  per  cent,  being  nine  years  after  it  had  been  fo  reduced  in  England. 

By  the  management  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  Prime  Minifter  to  the  French  King  Louis  XIII. 
a  fubfidy  treaty  was,  in  this  year  1633,  concluded  between  France  and  Sweden,  whereby 
Louis  agreed  to  pay  Queen  Chriftiana  of  Sweden  one  million  of  Livres  annually,  "  for  the 
**  defence  of  their  common  friends  ;  fof  fecuring  the  Ocean  and  Baltic  Sea ;  and  for  obtaining 
.•*  lafting  peace  in  the  empire."  So  fays  the  author  of  Richlieu's  life;  though  it  was  well 
known  to  be  principally  intended  for  the  depreffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  This  was, 
probably,  the  firft  proper  fubfidy  treaty  between  France  and  Sweden ;  fince  then  frequently 
repeated. 

In  the  fo  often  quoted  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  445,  we  fee  a  long  proclama- 
tion of  King  Charles  I.  •*  for  preventing  of  frauds  in  the  making  of  woollen  cloths,  in  refpcft 
"  of  weaving,  dying,  milling,  ftretching,  fealing,  meafuring,  fearching,  &c."     Many  ormoft 
of  which  being,  fince  then,  repealed  or  altered,  we  Ihall  not  enlarge  thereon. 
And  in  p.  47^!  i6id.  of  the  fame  volume,  **  our  faid  King  grants  a  fpecial  commiflion  for 
ontt  Young,  to  go  out  with  what  fhips,  merchandize,  and  people  he  fhould  judge  proper, 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  unplanted  parts  of  Virginia,  or  any  where  clfe  in  America,  not 
pofiefled  by  any  European  power ;  and  to  fettle  the  fame  as  an  Englifh  colony,  &c." 
In  the  fame  year  he  iffues  his  proclamation,  **  for  regulating  the  retailers  of  tobacco  in 
cities  and  towns;  wherein  none  but  reputable  and  fubftantial  traders  fhall  retail  the  fame; 
of  wliom  a  catalogue  Ihould  be  made  for  each  city  and  town  :  and  he  exprcfsly  prohibits  all 
keepers  of  taverns,  ale-houfcs,  inns,  viftualing-houfes,  ftrong-water-fcllers,  &c.  from  re- 
tailing of  tobacco."     How  little  feemed  he  in  this,  as  in  many  otlier  refpefts,  to  uhdcrftand 
his  true  intereft. 

And,  in  p.  476,  ihid.  that  King's'  officers  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  complaining,  in 

this  fame  year,  **  that  provifions  of  all  forts  were  become  dear  of  late  vears,  whereby  the  an- 

nual  charge  of  the  King's  houfliold  was  much  increafed  ;  the  court  of  Star-ch&mbcr  made 

an  enquiry  into  the  caufes  thereof,  and  made  feveral  regulations  for  keeping  down  the  J)rices 

of  provifions  and  horfe-meat  in  London  and  Weftminfter,  viz.  '         •        ' 

'*  I.  That,  for  the  future,  taverns  fhall  forbear  their  lately  taken  up  practice  of  felling 

**  flefli  aind  fifli ;  and  that  henceforth  they  are  to  fell  nothing  but  wine,  and  bread  to  eat 

**  there witli. 

**  II.  Bakers  .fliall  not  make  their  bread  above  twelve  or  at  moft  thirteen  to  the  dozen : 
whereas  now  they  make  fixteen  ;  which  pinches  the  poor. 

**  HI.  Ordinaries  fhall  not  take  above  two  fhillings  per  head  for  dining,  wine  included; 
nor  above  eight-pence  per  head  for  a  fervant  attending  his  roafter. 

<«  IV.  Confidering  the  prefent  prices  of  hay  and  oats,  fix -pence  per  day  and  night  for  hay 
and  ftabling  for  a  horfe,  and  fix-pence  per  peck  for  oats,  Ihall  be  fufficicnt,  without  taking 
**  any  thing  for  litter. 

**  V.  Theinn-keeper  may  take  one-penny  only  per  horfe  for  ftabling  room,  not  being  un- 
**  bridkd,  and  going  away  the  feme  day;  and  two-pence  if  he  be  unbridled  and  have  hay, 
**  and  goes  away  before  night." 
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1633  In  this  fame  year,  a  Dutchman  ereded  a  wind  faw  mill  or  engine  for  fawing  of  timber,  on 
the  river  Thames  oppofite  Durham-yard  in  the  Strand,  London :  by  which  machine,  with 
the  fole  attendance  of  one  man  and  one  boy,  as  much  work  was  fawed  as  twenty  men  can 
perform  in  the  ufual  way.  But  this  method  was  afterwards  put  down,  left  our  labouring  peo- 
ple fhould  want  employment. 

How  juft  fuch  fort  of  reafoning  feems  is  fubmitted  to  the  public ;  lince,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
foning,  all  wheel  carriages,  &c.  fliould  be  fupprcfled.  There  is  one  fuch  faw  mill  in  being 
at  the  town  of  Leith,  near  Edinburgh,  which  alfo  goes  by  wind  :  and,  as  there  is  no  legal 
reftraint  againft  fo  ufeful  an  engine,  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  in  times,  when  ufeful  hands 
were  fo  much  wanted  elfcwhere,  it  has  never  fince  been  attempted.  Poffibly  the  danger  of 
popular  clamour  may  have  deterred  men  from  purfuing  it. 

It  appears,  in  p.  511,  of  this  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedcra,  "  that  the  clerk  of  the 
'*  market  for  the  King's  houfhold  had  made  feveral  inquiiltions  by  a  jury,  concerning  the 
'^  ufual  prices  of  provifions:  whereupon  King  Charles  iiTued  a  proclamation,  declaring,  that 
•*  the  prices  therein  named  were  reafonable  prices,  to  be  obferved  by  poulterers,  vidualers, 
'^  wood-mongers,  &c.  within  tliree  miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  London." 
A  few  of  which  prices  here  follow,  for  a  fpccimen,  viz. 

«•  A  turkey  cock,  in  the  poulterer's  fhop,  four  fhillings  and  fix-pence* — A  turkey  hen  three 
**  fhillings  and  four- pence. — A  wild  duck  eight-pence. — A.  tame  duck  eight-pence.— A  par- 
•*  tridge  one  (hilling. — The  beft  fat  goofe,  in  the  market,  two  fhillings. — The  fame,  in  the 
**  poulterer^s  fhop,  two  fhillings  and  four-pence. — A  capon  fat  and  crammed,  the  beft  in  the 
**  market,  two  fhillings  and  two-pence;  and  in  the  poulterer's  fhop  two  fhillings  and  fix- 
*'  pence. — The  beft  fat  and  crammed  pullet,  in  the  poulterer's  fhop,  one  fhilling  and  eight* 
**  pence ;  and  of  the  fecond  fort  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence. — A  hen  of  the  beft  fort,  in  the 
**  market,  one  fhilling ;  and  in  the  poulterer's  fhop  one  fhilling  and  two-pence. — A  chicken  of 
*'  the  beft  and  largeft  fort,  in  the  market,  five-pence ;  and  iq  the  poulterer's  fhop  fix-pence. — 
"  A  rabbit  the  beft,  till  Allhallowtide,  feven-pence;  and  from  thence  to  Lent,  eight-pence. — 
*•  A  dozen  of  wild  pigeons  one  fhilling  and  eight-pence ;  and  a  dozen  of  tame  ones  fix 
**  fhillings. — Three  eggs  for  one  penny. — A  pound  of  the  beft  fait  butter  four-pence  half- 
«*  penny. — And  of  the  beft  frefh  butter,  from  AU-SouIs  to  May-day,  fix-pence,  and  the  fecond 
•*  fprt  five-pence  — A  pound  of  the  beft  frefh  butter,  from  May-day  to  All-Souls,  five-pence ; 
'*  and  the  fecond  fort,  four-pcnoe. — A  pound*  of  tallow  candles  made  of  wick  three-pence 
•^  halfpenny;  and  of  cotton  four-pence." 

From  the  above  rates  it  appears,  that  moft  of  the  ufual  eatables,  &c.  for  the  middling  or 
Ibwer  ranks  of  people,  were  near  one-third  cheaper  than  in  our  days.  For  we  havb  pur- 
pofely  omitted  pbeafants,  cygnets,  &c,  from  the  prices  of  which  no  true-judgment  can  be 
formed  of  the  rate  of  living  then  and  in  our  days.  But  the  price  of  wheat,  malr,  &c.  at  this 
time  happened  not  to  be  proportionably  cheaper :  yet,  as  butcher's  meat,  malt  liquors,  houfc 
rents,  fjuel,  &c.  were  confidcrably  cheaper,  we  conceive  it  to  be  a  very  fair  conclufion,  thar 
the  rate  of  living  then,  compared  to  what  it  is  in  our  days,  is  nearly  as  two  is  to  three. 

In  the  catalogue  of  offices  beftowed  in  this  year  1633,  by  King  Charles,  ibid,  we  find  John 
Howe  is  appointed  Conful  General  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal :  which  is  the  firft  inftancc  of 
that  office  in  Portugal  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera. 

The  author  of  part.  iii.  p.  93,  of  Ae  Prcfent  State  of  England,  publifhcdin  the  year  i683t 
tcquaiats  us^  '*  that  lacc][UQr-vamifh9  which^,  imltating^  the  gold  colour,,  has  Taved  much  coft 

*♦  formerly 
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1633  "  formerly  beftowed  on  the  gliding  of  coaches*  &c.  was,  in  this  year  1633,  firft  brought  into 
*<  ufe  in  England,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Evelyn,  of  Says-court,  near  Deptford,'! 

In  this  year  alfo,  a  new  and  great  affociation  or  company  was  formed  in  England,  for  carry- 
ing on  the  fifhery ;  in  wliich  the  Ear!  of  Pembroke,  Sir  William  Courten,  Sir  John  Harri- 
fon.  Sir  Paul  Pindar,  &c,  were  concerned :  and  King  Charles,  for  encouraging  of  that  laud- 
able purpofe. 

Cirft,  Enjoined  Lent  to  be  more  ftrifily  obferved. 

Secondly,  He  prohibited  fi(h  caught  by  foreigners  to  be  imported :  and, 

Thirdly,  He  agreed  to  purchafe  of  that  company  his  naval  ftores,  and  the  filh  for  his  royal 
navy.  This  was  in  confequence  of  his  commiiGon  three  years  before,  as  mentioned  under 
the  year  1630.  Yet  all  this,  in  a  few  years  after,  came  to  nothing,  for  want  of  judgment  as 
well  as  honefty  in  the  management  of  it :  but  as  we  have  on  many  other  occafions  prefumed 
freely  to  cenfure  this  King's  condud,  we  ought  to  do  him  the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  ho 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  this  truly  national  deiign. 

1634  King  Charles  L  being  determined  on  fitting  out  a  formidable  fleet,  he  now  commands  the 
city  of  London  to  fend  to  Portfmouth,  at  their  fole  charge,  their  following  quota  of  fhips, 
being  feven  in  number,  with  ordnance,  tackle,  &c.  for  twenty-fix  weeks,  for  the  following 
year  1635 ;  and  fimilar  commands  were  fent  to  the  other  fea^port  towns,  for  their  proportion* 
able  quotas,  viz. 

One  (hip'Of  nine  hundred  tons,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

One  ihip  of  eight  hundred  tons,  and  two  hundred  and.fixty  men. 

Four,  of  five  hundred  *tons  each,  and  two  hundred  men. 

And  one  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

This  i^  properly  the  firft  year  of  that  King's  (hip  money  projeA,  which  fo  much  contribute 
ed  to  his  ruin. 

At  this  time,  according  to  James  HoweFs  life  of  King  Louis  XIIL  of  France,  that  king<«' 
dom  being  in  perfeft  tranquillity,  many  wholefome  laws  were  made  for  the  fupprefiion  of 
luxury,  and  finery  of  apparel. — A  new  company  of  merchants  was  eftablifhed  for  New  France; 
and  Paris  had  her  ikirts  enlarged ;  the  Thuiileries  and  part  of  St.  Germain  being  brought 
within  her  inclofure. 

In  vol.  xix.  p.  546,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  King  Charles  appoints  **  Sir  Sackville 
**  Crowe  to  be  his  ambaflador  in  Turkey ;  with  the  ufual  powers Yor  nominating  of  the  con- 
*'  fuls  there,  &c.*'  He  remained  in  Turkey  many  years  in  that  honourable  ftation ;  but  was 
loudly  complained  of  in  print,  after  the  King's  death,  for  his  cruel  and  arbitrary  proceedings 
during  his  enjoyment  of  that  oflice. 

On  the  next  page  547  of  the  fame  volume,  King  Charles,  by  his  own  fole  authority,  lays 
a  duty  of  four  fhillings  per  chaldron  on  all  fea  coal,  ftone  coal,  or  pit  coal,  exported  frona 
England  to  foreign  parts. 

And,  p.  554,  ibid,  he  iifues  a  proclamation  againft  the  landing  of  tobacco  any  where  elfe 
in  England  but  at  the  cuftom-houfe  quay  of  London :  for  the  better  preventing  the  de- 
frauding his  Majefty  of  the  duty  thereon.  Alfo  againft  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  and 
Ireland,  ftill  much  pradifed,  and  againft  the  importation  of  tobacco-feed. 

In  the  (ame  page  and  year,  that  King  grants  an  exclufive  patent,  for  fourteen  years,  '*  for 

J*  the  art  and  myftery  of  affixing  of  wool,  filk,  and  other  materials,  of  divers  colours,  upon 

^  linen  cloth,  filk,  cotton,  leather,  and  other  fubftances,  with  oil,  fize,  aad  other  cements ; 

Y  y  a  » 
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2634  <'  to  make  them  ufeful  and  ferviceable  for  hangings,  6cc.  paying  ten  pounds  yearly  into  the 
'*  Exchequer  for  tlic  fame." 

The  tobacco  planters  in  Virginia,  &c.  being  kept  poor  by  the  exorbitant  prices  which  mer- 
chants made  them  pay  for  their  neceflaries  from  England,  King  Charles,  for  the  keeping  up 
of  the  price  of  tobacco,  and  for  preventing  the  planters  from  fending  any  of  it  diredUy  ta 
foreign  parts,  whereby  he  might  be  deprived  of  his  cuftom  thereon,  ilTued  a  declaration,  **  that 
^'  he  nocv  refolved  to  take  the  fole  pre-emption  of  all  tobacco  into  his  own  hands,  at  a  rea- 
^'  fonable  price.  .  He  therefore  grants  a  fpecial  commiilion  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  and 
^'  merchants,  to  tranfaA  this  affair  for  him." 

The  King,,  however,  is  not  now  fo  lavifh  of  his  reflexions  on  the  malignity  of  tobacco  as 
formerly,  beginning,  to  find  the  benefit  arifing  from  his  cuftom  thereon ;  he  therefore  novr 
bbferves,  *^  that  in  tlic  colonies  of  Virginia,  the  Somer  Ifles,  and  Caribbees,  being  but  ia 

their  infancy,  the  chiefeft  commodity  that  muft  fupport  them,  and  enable  them  to  raife 

more  ample  commodities,  is  this  of  tobacco."     See  the  Foedera,  vol.  xix,  p.  560. 

In  this  year  1634,  the  Dutch  Greenland  Company  made  an  experiment  of  the  pofiibility:* 
of  the  human  fpecies  living  through  a  whole  winter  at  Spitsbergen ;  till  now  believed  to  be 
impoffible..  They  left  fcven  of  their  failors  to  winter  there  ;  and  one  of  them  kept  a  diary 
thereof  from  the  eleventh  of  September  to  the  twenty-fixth  of  February  following,,  wlicn  they- 
were  fpent  with  the  fcurvy,  and  their  limbs  quite  benummed  with  cold,  till  they  could  no 
way  help  themfelves  :  they  were  all  feveh  found  dead,  in  the  houfe  they  had'  built  for  them-» 
felves,  at  the  return  of  the  Dutch  (hips,  in  1635.  Had  any  of  thofe  men  lived  tiUthe  next 
Ihips  arrived,  a  Dutch  fort  would,  witliout  doubt,  have  been  erefted  there*. 

As  for  the  claims  of  feveral  different  European  nations  to  a  monopoly  of  the.fifhery  or 
whales  at  Spitsbergen,  tliey  ftood  thus  for  fome  y^ars  after  this  time^  viz. 

I.  The  Englifh  alleged,  tlieir  having  been  the  firft  difcovercrs,  by  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby^ 
in  the  year  1553. 

II.  But  the  Dutch  denied  his  having  been  fo  far  north  as  Spitzbergen,  and  alleged,,  their 
having  firfl  difcovered  it,  in  1596. 

III.  The  Danes  laid  claim  to  it,  as  a  fuppofed  part  of  Old  Greenland,  poflefled  by  them  at 
a  very  early  period  ;  but,  if  prior  difcovery  gave  any  juft  exclufive  right  to  a  country  unin-» 
habited  and  uninlmbitable^  it  is  moft  probable  that  the  Bifcayners,  who  were  the  firft  whale* 
filhers  of  later  ages,  had  tlie  beft  right  to  it. 

Since  thofe  times,  however,  all  nations  have  wifely  dropped  tlieir  exclufive  pretenfions ;  and 
that  part  of  the  icy  world  remains  now  alike  free  to  all  nations  for  this  fiihery.. 

A  patent  had,  it  feems,  been  granted  by  King  Charles,  the  preceding  year,  and  is  in  this 

year  confirmed,,  p*  561,  vol.  xix,  of  tlie  Fcedera,  **  for  the  fole  practice  of  an  invention, 

for  tlie  faving  of  much  fuel,  and  for  preventing  much  of  the  offence  of  fmpke;  to  the 

great  benefit  of  all  people,  and  more  efpecially  of  brewers,  dyers,  foap  boilers,  fait  makers, 

*'  &c." 

Alfo,  itid.  p.  564,  "  another  patent  for  the  fole  invention  of  cleanfing>  grinding,  &c.  of 
indigo  :  for  which  monopoly  forty  marks  were  to  be  paid  annually  into  the  Exchequer." 
The  next  record,  p.  566,  Hid.  is  a  proclamation  **  for  regulating  the  manufadure  <Jf  foft 
foap ;  and  for  preventing  the  importation  of  fifh-oil-foap,  and  all  other  foreign  foaps  :  and 
that  the  faid  foft  foap,  made  by  the  Weftminfter  foap  company,  Ihall  not  be  fold  for  more 
than  three-pence  per  pound. 

And, 
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^63*4   ■  And,  p.  569,  571,  /*«/.  we  have  two  nnibfe  exdufive  projefts,  viz. 

**  Firft^  **  A  new  invented  engine,  for  the  earing  and  plowing  of  land,  without  horfcs  or 
•*  oxen  :  for  which  twenty  pounds  was  to  be  paid  yearly  into  the  Exchequer.     And, 

**  Secondly,  Another  for  an  engine,  for  getting  up  of  fliips  and  goods  funk  in  the  fea."' 
In  the  fame  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  j>.  572,  we  have  the  original  rife  of  Sedaii 
Chairs  in  London,  being  King  Charles's  grant  to  Sir  Sanders  Duncomb,  viz. 

**  That  whereas  the  firects  of  our  cities  of  London  and  Wcftniinfter,  and  their  fuburbs,. 
««  are  of  late  fo  much  encumbered  with  the  uhneceflary. multitude  of  coaches,  that  many  of 
•*  our  fubjefts  are  thereby  expofed  to  great  danger ;  and  the  ncceflary  ufe  of  carts  and  carri- 
«(  ages,  for  provifions,  thereby  much  hindered  j  and  Sir  Sanders  Duncomb's  petition,  rc- 
"  prefenting,  that  in  many  parts  beyond  fea,  people  arc  much  carried  in  chairs  that  are  cover- 
*«  cd,  whereby  few  coaches  are  ufed  amongft  them  : — wherefore  we  have  granted  to  him  the 
•'  folc  privilege  to  ufe,  let,  and  hire,  a  number  of  the  faid  covered  chairs  for  fourteen  years.'* 
It  feems  that  one  John  Day,  citizen  and  fworn  broker  of  London,  had,  for  three  years 
paft,  printed  and  publilhed  weekly  bills  of  the  feveral  rates  or  prices  of  all  commodities  in  the 
principal  cities  of  Chriftcndom ;  "  which"^  fays  this  King's  grant  to  lum- this  year,  "  has  ne- 
*'*  vcr  yet  been  brought  here  to  that  perfeftioo  anfwerable  to  other  parts  beyond  fea  ;  by  which. 
**  negleft  within  our  city  of  London,  (being  one  of  the  mother  cities  for  trade  in  all  Ghrift- 
*'  endom)  our  faid  city  ia  mUch  difgraced,  and  our  merchants  hindered  in  their  cpmrnercc 
*«  and  correfpondcnce. — ^Whercfore,  wc  grant  unto  the  faid  James  Day,  the  fole  privilege  of 
"  vending  tlie  faid  weekly  bills  for  fourteen  years." — Foedera,  vol.  xix. 

N.  B.  ,Wc  muft  here  do  tliis  King  and  his  Privy  Council  the  jufticc  ta  remark,  that  in  the 
laft-mentioned  excluliwe  patent,  and  alfo  in  fome  few  former  ones',  there  is  aprovifo,  "  Thar, 
X  .  *«  if  at  any  time,  duting  th^faid  term  of  fourteen  years,  it  fhail  appear,  that  fuch  grant  is  con- 
**  trary  to  law,  or  mifchievous.to  the  ftate,  or  generally  inconvenient,  then,  upon  fignifica- 
"  tion  made*  by  us,  uiider  our  fignct  or  privy-feal,  or  by  fix  or  more  of  our  Privy  Council^ 
"  uiKler  their  hands,  of  fuch  prejudice,  &c.  this  our  prefent  grant  fhall  be  void." 

(t3»  This  precaution  was,  probably,  owing  to  many  of  this  King's  exclufive  grants  haying, 
been  declared,  by  trials  at  common  law>  to  be  illegal  monopolies  ;  wlwch  the  King  was.  there- 
fore ol)ligcd  to  revoke  and  make  void. 

•In  the  fame  year,  the  Hollanders  feized  on  the  linall  ifle  of  Curacoa,  from  Spain  :  which, 
'bdng  but  eight  leagues  from  the  coaft  oi  tetra  firma\  has  given  them  an  opportunity,  of  which, 
they  have'ever  fince  availed  themfelves,  of  carrying  fan  a  great  illicit  trade  with  the  Spaniards  : 
and  though  it  be  not  fertile,  the  diligent  Hollanders,  however,  have  cultivated  it  into  fine  fu- 
gar  and  toliacco  plantations.  They  have- plehty  of  logwood  and  cattle;  and  its  town,  of  the 
fame  name,  is  well  fortified,  and  is  inhabited  by  rich  merchants.  The  Dutch  alfo  pofiefs 
Bonaire  and  Aruba  Iflesv  near  it,  and  which. are  fubjeft  to  its  Governor.  They  alfo  poflcfs  the 
ifles  of  Saba  and  St.  Euitatia,  and  part  of  St.  Martins,  all  incohfiderable  liles  near  our  ifland« 
of  St.  Chriftopher. 

King  James  having^  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  1605,  incorporated  the  Garderters  of 
London,  and  withia  fix  miles  of  it.  King  Charles  now  confirmed  that  charter. — Fcedera,. 
vol*  xix..  p.  582. 

In  p.  583,  Ibid,  we  find,  that  the  Company  of  Mercliant-Adventurers  of  England  had,  int 
this  fame  year,  intercft  enough,  probably  by  the  aid  of  their  common  purfe,  to  get  King 
Charles  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  **  flriftly  prohibiting  all  pcrfons  from  exporting  any  white 
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1634  "  cloths,  coloured  cloths,  cloths  dreflcd  and  dyed  out  of  the  whites,  Spanifli  cloths,  bayes^ 
«*  kerfics,  pcqpctuanos,  ftockings,  or  any  other   Englifli  woollen  commodities^  to  any  part, 
•*  either  of  Germany,  or  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands ;  fave  only  to  the 
*•  mart  and  ftaple  towns  of  tlie  faid  Fellowlhip  of  Merchant- Adventurers  for  the  time  being/* 
This  proclamation  further  fubjoins  :  **  And,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  trade  may  be  hereafter 
reduced  and  continued  in  an  orderly  and  well-governed  courfe,  we  do  hereby  declare  our 
royal  plcafure  to  be,  that  the  faid  Fcllowfliip  of  Merchant-Adventurers  (hall  admit  to  the 
freedom  of  their  faid  trade  all  luch  of  our  fubjeils,  dwelling  in  our  city  of  London,  and 
exercifed  in  the  profeffion  of  merchandize,  and  no  fhopkeepers,  (except  they  give  over  their 
Ihops)  as  Ihall  defire  the  fame,  for  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  a-piece ;  and  thofe  of  the  out-ports 
•"  for  twenty-five  pounds  a-picce.     And  that  the  fons  and  fervauts  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  fo  ad- 
**  mitted  fhall  pay,  at  their  admiflion,  twenty  nobles,  /.  e.  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and 
**  four  pence  a-piece.     Lafily,  that  none  (hall  trade  to  the  faid  countries  of  Germany  and  the 
^*  Netherlands,  in  any  of  the  fpecies  of  woollen  goods  above-named,  bat  only  fuch  as  are  free 
"  of  the  faid  Fcllowfhip/' 

rj*  And  in  a  fmall  trcatife,  intitled,  Free  Trade,  publi(hed  in  the  year  1648,  by  J.  Parker, 
-a  provifo  is  added,  (not  in  the  Foedera)  viz.  **  Provided  the  London  merchants  make  them- 
^'  felves  free  by  Midfummer  1635,  and  thofe  of  the  out-ports  by  Midiaelmas  1635.  But,  if 
^*  they  fufFer  thofe  times  to  iapfe,  they  were  to  pay  double  the  rcfpeftivc  fums/'  Parker,  and 
X)thers,  who  were  opponents  of  this  company,  allege,  that,  in  this  and  preceding  reigns,  the 
Company  conilantly  made  handfome  prefents  of  annual  new  year's  gifts  to  the  minifters  of 
flate,  for  the  continuance  of  their  intereft :  as,  for  inftance,  in  the  year  1623,  to  the  Lord 
Treafurertwo  hundred  gald  pieces  of  twenty-two  (hillings  each,  and  a  piece  of  plate:  other 
prefents  were  alfo  then  made  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  the  Lord  Prefident,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year,  ibid.  p.  {83,  we  have  a  flagrant  inftance  of  the  (hameful  as  well  as  impo« 
litic  bigotry  of  King  Charles  I.  and  Laud,  Archbi(hop  of  Canterbury ;  who  makes  his  report, 
{inur  alia)  to  the  King,  purfuant  to  his  inftru£tions,  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  of  his  province 
4>f  Canterbury  :  *^  That  the  Dutch  churches  in  Canterbury  and  Sandwich  are  great  nurferies 
^*  of  inconformity."  And  he  prays  his  Majefty,  **  that  fuch  of  the  French,  Italian,  and 
''  Dutch  congregations,  as  are  bom  his  fubje£ts,  may  not  be  fufFered  any  longer  to  live  ia 
**  fuch  a  feparation  as  they  do :  and  infinuated  the  danger  of  the  church  of  England  from  a 
<*  toleration  of  foreign  prote(bnts." 

The  Walloons  of  Norwich  too  were  under  the  fame  prohibition,  though  they  pleaded  the 
toleration  granted  to  them  by  King  Edward  VL  and  fo  down  to  his  then  Majefty ;  but  Laud's 
anfwer  was  pofitive,  **  they  muft  obey."  And  the  King,  againft  the  margin  of  this  part  of 
Laud's  report,  wrote  as  follows  : — **  Put  me  in  mind  of  this  at  fome  convenient  time,  when 
*•  I  am  at  council,  and  I  (hall  redrefs  it." 

Laud,  it  feems,  thought  it  a  great  piece  of  condefcenfion,  in  permitting  thofe  Walloon  and 
Dutch,  who  were  not  born  iin  England,  to  enjoy  their  own  way  of  wor(bip,  while  he  ordered 
that  their  offspring  (hould  be  compelled  to  go  to  their  own  parifh  churches.  It  is  here  need- 
Jefs  to  remark,  how  little  that  Prince  underftood  the  true  intereft  of  his  kingdom  and  of  its 
commerce,  in  giving  way  to  that  wretched  bigot. 

Roger  Coke,  in  his  Detedion  of  the  Court  and  State  of  England,  affirms,  *^  That  Laud's 
•*  injunftions  for  tbefe  foreigners  educating  their  children  in  a  different  profeffion  from  their 
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1634  **  own,  forced  one  hundred  and  forty  families  into  Holland  ;  where  they  taught  the  Dutch 
*'  the  way  of  managing  the  woollen  raanufaCture,  which  has  proved  of  very  bad  confc- 
**  quence  to  England."  And>  without  doubt,  limilar  caufes  will  ever  produce  fimilar  ef- 
feas. 

In  p.  592,  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  we  find,  that  King  Charles,  by  a  pro- 
clamation, further  ftrengthens  the  monopoly  of  his  Soap  Company,  in  Weftminfter,  by  pro- 
hibiting  all  perfons  whatever,  not  free  of  that  Company,  from  either  making  or  importing  any 
foap. 

li^d,  p.  597,  *<  King  Charles  grants  a  licence  to  one  Thomas  Skipwith  to  make  the  river 
*•  Soare  navigable,  from  its  falling  into  the  river  Trent  up  to  the  town  of  Leicefter.— Skipwitli 
''  yielding  a  tenth  part  of  all  the  profits  of  fuch  new  navigation  to  be  paid  into  the  King*s  ex* 
*<  chequer/'  It  is  noble  and  wife  in  Princes  to  encourage  inland  as  well  as  foreign  naviga- 
tion, as  greatly  beneficial  to  commerce  f  but  this  annexed  condition  to  the  above-named  li- 
cence was,  or  at  leaft  in  our  days  would  be  deemed,  fordid  and  difgraccful. 

In.  p.  601,  Hid,  that  King  renews  his  former  proclamations,  **  for,  prohibiting  all  dove- 
''  houfes,  ilables,  cellars,  warehoufes,  &c.  (except  thofe  of  perfons  of  quality)  from  being 
*'  paved  with  flone,  brick,  boards,  fand,  lime,  or  gravel :    and,   inftead  thereof,   enjoining, 
^  that  tliey  be  laid  with  mellow  earth,  fit  for  the  generation  of  thp  mine  of  faltpetrcj  fo  abfo*  - 
**  lutely  needful  for  the  making  of  gunpowder." 

And,  by  the  next  record  of  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  603,  **  he  aflumes  to  himfeff  the 
**  pre-emption  of  all  faltpetre  made  in  England,  as  alfo  the  monopoly  of  gunpowder  made 
•*  thereof." 

More  grants  for  exclufive  or  monopolizing  offices,  in  this  fame  year,  appear  in  p.  605, . 
itid.  viz. 

Firft,  One  "  for  the  fearching  and  fealing  of  all  foreign  hops. 

Secondly,  Another,  (p.  606,  ibid.)  **  for  the  viewing  and  weighing  of  all  hay  and  ftraw,  > 
'*  in  loads  or  truflcs."    And, 

Thirdly,  One  "  for  branding  and  marking  of  all  butter  cafks." 

1635  In  this  and  the  following  year  1635,  Cecil  Lord  Baltimore,  was  at  the  charge  of  fending  : 
fhips,  with  people  and  provifions  to  fettle  and  cultivate  his  province  of  Maryland,  which  had 
been  granted  to  him  by  King  Charles,  in  the  year  1652,  the  expence  thereof  amounting  to  at 
leaft  forty  thoufand  founds.  (This  fum  of  his  expence  is  fct  forth  by  the  Guardian  of 
Charles,  Lord  Baltimore,  a  minor,  in  his  petition  to  Parliament  againft  a  bill  **  for  regu- 
lating the  Charter  and  Proprietary  Governments  in  America,"  in  the  year  1715.)  *«  The 
intercft  of  which  fum"  fays  this  petition,  "  he  never  received  by  any  profits  he  had  from  « 
thence." — Yet,  it  is.fince  well  known,  that  the  family  has  long  received  a  much  greater  re-  - 

venue  therefrom. 

In  this  year  1635,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  invaded  and  conquered  the  large  ifland  of  " 
Formofa,  near  the  Chinefc  coaft,  and  expelled  the  Portuguefe  from  thence  :  yet,  we  ihall  fee  - 
that,  twenty -fix  years  after,  they  were  themfclves  expelled  from  thence  by  the  Chinefe.  . 

Inihisnineteenth  volumeof  tlTeFoedera,  p.649,  this  year  begins*  in  commercial  matters  • 
with  King  Charles's  proclamation,  importing,  that  «*  whereas  to  this  time  there  hath  been  no 

certain  intercourfe  between  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  he  now  commands  his 

Poftmafter  of  England  for  foreign  parts  to  fettle  a  running  poft  or  tWo,  to  run  night  and  • 
*•  day»  between  Edinburgh  and  London,  to  go  thither  and  come  back  again  in  fix  days  :  and 
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1635  "  to  take  with  them  all  fuch  letters  as  Ihall  be  dircScd  to  any  poll  town  in  or  near  that  road. 
"  And  that  by-pofts  be  placed  at  fcveral  places  out  of  the  road,  to  bring  in  and  carry  out  the 
**  letters  from  and  to  Lincoln,  Hull,  and  other  places  :  and  to  pay  port  for  the  carrying  the 
**  faid  letters,  two  pence  the  lingle  letter  if  under  eighty  miles,  and  four  pence  between  eighty 
*'  and  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  fix  pence  if  above  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  ;  and 
**  upon  the  borders  of  Scotland,  and  in  Scotland,  eight  pence.  And  in  this  proportibn  for 
*'  double  letters  and  packets.  The  like  rule  (hall  alfo  be  obferved  to  Weft  Chefter,  Holy- 
**  head,  and  thence  to  Ireland. — Alfo  to  Plymouth,  Exeter,  &c.  on  the  weft  road.  And, 
<«  fo  foon  as  poffible,  the  like  conveyance  Ihall  be  fettled  for  Oxford,  Briftol,  and  other  places 
*'  on  the  road :  alfo  to  Colchefter,  Norwich,  and  divers  other  places  on  that  road.  And  that 
the  three  firft  named  conveyances,  viz.  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  to  Chefter  and  Holy- 
head, and  to  Plymouth  and  Exeter,  ihall  begin  the  firft  week  after  Michaelmas  next:  two 
pence  halfpenny  per  mile  to  be  paid  on  the  roads  to  the  feveral  poftmafters  for  every  fingle 
horfe  carrying  the  faid  letters.  No  other  meilengers  nor  foot^pofts  fhall  carry  any  letters, 
"  but  thofe  alone  which  fhall  be  employed  by  the  King's  Poftmafter-gcneral,  unlefs  to  fuch 
**  places  whither  the  King's  pofts  do  not  go ;  excepting  common  known  carriers,  or  ihefien-* 
*'  gers  particularly  fent  on  purpofc,  or  elfc  a  letter  by  a  friend." 

Thus,  the  increafe  of  England's  foreign  commerce  augmenting  her  domeftic  commerce  and 
correfpondence,  rendered  the  further  extending  the  poft  carriage  of  letters  abfolutely  requifite. 
'  It  is  indeed  fomewhat  ftrange,  that,  trade  being,  even  before  this  time,  got  to  a  confiderable 
height,  thefe  pofts  were  not  fooner  cftatblilhed.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  pofTible  that  King 
Charles's  neceflities  might  put  him  upon  this  extenfion  of  poft  carriage  fooner  than  othefwife 
might  have  happened. .  Since  his  time,  there  have  been  pofts  eftablifhed  on  many  inore  by- 
roads, and  fome  very  lately  in  our  time ;  and  thofe  to  moft  of  our  manufa£turing  towns,  the 
two  Univerfities,  and. to  the  King's  naval  ports,  have  been  extended  to  every  week-day 
throughout  the  year. 

Portpatrick,  in  Scotland,  being  the  neareft  paflagc  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  both  for  the 
ScotilTi  and  north  of  England  people,  being  not  above  three  or  four  hours  failing,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  port  being  unable  to  ereft  a  proper  pier  or  quay  there,  the"  former 'one  hav- 
ing been  carried  away  by  the  fea ;  King  Charles,  in  this  year,  grants  a  brief  for  "a  col- 
leftion  in  all  the  churches  of  England,  (as  had  before  been  done  in  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land) ;  *'  for  the  making  of  the  faid  harbour  a  fafc  retreat  for  fliips  and  boats." — Foedera, 
vol.  xix.  p.  651.  '. 

After  the  Eaftern  Tartars  had,  for  twenty  years  together,  harraflcd  Chiria  with  copftant 
war,  they,  in  this  year,  entered  and  fubdued  it  with  a  vaft  army ;  placing  their  own  Prince 
on  the  throne  of  that  immenfcly  populous  and  opulent  empire ;  whofe  pofterity  have  reigned 
there  to  this  prefent  time. 

In  this  year  1635,  the  Bank  of  Rotterdam  was  ercfted,  wherein  bills  of  exchange  are  paid 
in  large  money,  and  only  ten  per  cent,  paid  in  fchellings,  as  we  have  already  related,  when 
treating  at  large,  in  the  year  1609,  of  the  Bank  of  Amfterdam.  And  as  we  have  under  that 
year  likewife  mentioned  the  banks  of  Hamburgh  and  Stockholm,  we  can  now  add  nothing  fur- 
ther about  them. 

This  year  1635,  is  remarkable  foi:  King  Charles  the  Firft's  moft  memorable  impdfitlon  of 
Ship  Money ^  for  the  en/uingyear  ib^d^  on  all  the  counties ^  cities^  and  towns  in  England ^  bj^  virtue 
of  bis  own  foU  prerogative, 
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1635      That  Monarch's  pretence  for  thi$  arbitrary  impofition  was,  that  the  Hollanders  pretended  a 

right  to  a  free  and  undifturbcd  fiflicry  on  his  coafts  ;  to  which  prctenfion  they  had  been  cncour- 
aged'by  their  countryman  Grotius's  famous  treatifc,  intitled  Marc  Libcrum,  publifhed  in  the 
year  1612.     Although,  as  we  have  already  related  under  that  year,  Grotius  had  not  fo  much 
as  once  named  the  Dutch  claim  to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  fifliery  on  our  coafts,  being  content 
with  only  fhewing  the  juflice  of  the  freedom  of  their  filhing  on  the  fea  in  general ;  yet,  before 
King  Charles  and  his  Minifters  would  break  with  the  Dutch,  and  openly  vindicate  by  arms 
his  claim  to  the  foverelgnty  of  the  four  feas,  it  was  judged  neceflary  to  put  fo  confiderable  a 
perfon  as  John  Seldcn,  Efq;  upon  writing  in  favour  of  that  claim ;  who,  befides  his  general 
learning,  was  a  great  lawyer,  antiquarian,  and  hiftorian.     He  was  therefore  judged  equal  to 
the  arduous  talk  of  anfweriiig  and  confuting  fo  great  a  man  as  Grotius.     Mr.  Selden  had  be- 
gun his  work  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  King  James,  probably  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  Gro- 
tius's  Mare  Liberum  ;  and,  after  many  years  intermiffion,  he  afterwards  reviewed,  altered, 
and  enlarged  it,  as  Jie  himfelf  relates,  by  command  of  King  Charles,  to  whom  he  dedicated  it, 
when  he  firft  publifhed  it,    in  this  fame  year  1635,    under  the  thundering  title  of  Marc 
Claufum.     Sir  Willam  Beecher,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Council,  by  the  King's  command, 
folemnly  delivered  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  open  court,  who  ordered  it 
to  be  placed  amongft  their  records,  where  it  ftill  remains. 

It  is  not  poflible  to  give,  in  a  fmall  compafs,  a  fummary  account  of  fo  large  a  work  as  the 
faid  Mare  Claufum  is.     And,  it  is  fufHcient  to  obferve  in  general^  that  it  is  compounded  of  mo- 
tives and  arguments  drawn  from  old  records  and  precedents  of  the  titles  and  claims  of  our 
Saxon  and  Norman  Kings,  in  times  when  there  was  little  or  no  commerce  nor  naval  power 
cxifting  any  where  without  the  Mediterranean  Sea :  times  fo  very  different  from  that  wherein 
he  wrote,  when  all  the  maritime  nations  of  the  weft  and  north  have,  more  or  Icfs,  both  a  ma* 
ritlme  commerce  sind  a  naval  force ;  aCnd  when  fuch  claims,  ftrenuoufly  aflerted  by  any  one 
naval  potentate,  might  reafbnably,  and  perhaps  probably,  bring  about  a  confederacy  of  all  the 
potentates  for  reducing  that  one  to  more  moderate  deligns.     But,  as  is  remaTke4  in  our  Pre*« 
face,  the  author  of  our  work  is  eafed  of  the  trouble  of  any  further  enlarging  on  this  delicate 
fubje£t,  by  a  learned  and  moft  judicious  fummary  of  it,  long  fince  publifhed,  by  Sir  Philip 
Meadows  ;   which,   containing  many  other  curious  hiftorical  obfervations  on  commercial 
points,  will  be  found,  verbatim,  in  our  Appendix.     We  (hall  only  further  obferve,  that  Ra- 
pin,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  has  fallen  into  a'miftake,  in  faying,  under  the  year  1636,  that 
the  quarrel  between  King  Chailes  and  the  Dutch,  at  this  time,  produced  the  two  £unous  trea« 
tifes,  intitled,  MareLiberum,  and  Mare  Claufum.     Since,  as  wc  have  fhewn  under  that  year, 
the  Mare  Liberum  was  publifhed  in  the  year  1612,  and  was  exprefsly  anfwe]:edby  one  William 
Welwood,  in  a  fhort  Latin  treatife,  in  the  year  1615. 

King"  Charles,  bent  on  bringing  the  Dutch  to  acknowledge  his  ftz  dominion,  had,  befide 
other  naval  armaments,  built,  in  this  fame  year  16351  the  greateft  fhip  of  war  that  bad  ever  been 
fcen  in  ^ngiand|before,  and  gave  it  the  fuperb  name  of  the  Sovereign,  of  ninety-fix  guns,  and  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty  tons,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called  the  Royal  Sovereign. 
And,  the  better  to  enable  hiitt  to  fit  out  a  fuperior  fleet,  we  find,  in  the  Fcedeia,  vol.  xir. 
p.  658,  &c.  his  fpecial  warrant  to  his  Chancellor  Coventry,  for  ifluing  writs  to  the  SherifB  of 
the  feveral  counties,  and  to  the  Magiftrates,  &c.  of  feveral  towns,  for  afleiling  and  coUefting  of 
••  money  for  the  fitting  out  fhips  of  war  for  fupprefling  of  pirates  and  for  the  guard  of  the  fcas.^ 
The  Latin  precept  for  the  county  and  towns  of  Dorfetfhire  being  here  given  at  large,  viz. 
Vol.  IL  .  Z  z  m  They 
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They  were  commanded  to  procure  and  fit  out  a  (hip  of  five  hundred  tons  burden,  with 
"  a  commander  Jind  two  hundred  failors  :  with  cannon,  fmall  arms,  fpears,  darts,  ammuni- 
"  tion,  &c.  anfwerable;  and  ftored  with  provifians,  and  double  equipage,  and  all  other  ne- 
"  ceffaries  for  twenty-fix  weeks  at  leaft.  All  which  was  to  be  paid  and  maintained  at  their 
**  own  charge." 

Here  follows  a  lift  of  all  the  fhips,  being  forty-five  in  number,  which  the  fcveral  counties  of 
England  and  Wales  were  commanded  to  fupply,  viz.  for  the  year  1636. 

Dorfetfhire,  as  already  mentioned,  one  fhip  of  -                - 

Cornwall,  one  of                -                -                .  -             - 

Leicefterfhire,  one  of                   -                 -  ^               - 

Middlcfex,   ( Weft minfter  included)  one  of            -  •            - 

Suffolk,  one  of                -                -                .  -              . 

Huntingdonlhire,  one  of                -                -  •              - 

Buckinghamftiire,  one  of            •              «            -  .            «. 

Bedfordfhire,  one  of                -                »                «.  . 

Derbylhire,  one  of                -                     .  .                .    • 

Hertfordfliire,  one  of                 -                -  •                - 

Norfolk,,  one  of                -                -                •  ••            • 

Cumberland  and  Weftmorcland,  jointly,  one  of  w 

Yorkfhire,  two,  each  of  -  •• 

StafFordfliire,  one  of  •>•».# 

Wilts,  one  of  -  -  -  -  - 

Hcrcfordftiirc,  one  of  ^  -  - 

Monmouthfhire,  one  of  -  -  «  - 

Shroplhire,  one  of  - 

Surrey,  one  of  •  •  -  •  • 

Hampftiire,  one  of  -  -  -  . 

.    -Warwicklhirc,  one  of  -  -  -  - 

Devohfhirci  one  of  -  -  -  ,. 

Kent,  one  of  -  •  .  • 

Northamptonihire,  one  of  -.  •»  - 

Nottinghamfhire,  one  of  •  » 

Berks, .  one  of  -  -  -  -  - 

Oxon,  one  of  -  -  - 

Rutlandlhirc,  one  of  -  .  -  - 

Brirftol  city,  one  of  -  -  -  - 

Glouceftcrlhirc,  one  of ,  -  -  • 

Cambridgeihire,  one  of  .  .  i*  . 

.  Lincolnfhife,  one  of  -  -  »  - 

Somerfetlhire,  one  of  -  -.  •  . 

Northumberland,  one  of  -  -  •  - 

Worccfterlhire,  one  of  -  -  -  .  - 

-  Suilexi  one  of  ~  «*  »  -  -  • 
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.    Tonsy  Men* 
1635  London  city,  one  of  -  •  -  .«  8qO'!  320 

— — —  — ,  one  of  -  ...  800'' 390 

(This  is  much  more  moderate  than  his  command  of  feven  fbips  laft.year  from  London.) 
Durham  county,  one  of  -  •  -  -  200 '     80 

Lancafhire,  one  of  -  «  •  »  3^0     140 

Eflex,  one  of  *  -  -  -  -  800    340 

(One  example  may  fcrve  for  all,  viz.  that  of  the  Ihip  for  the  county  of  Effex, 
which  was  eftimated  at  eight  thoufand  pounds,  of  which  the  following  towns 
paid  as  follows,  viz. 

I' 

Thaxtcad  «  -  ■•40 

Walden  -  -  -                 80 

Colchcftcr  *  -  «                400 

Maiden  «  »  f^                 80 

Harwich  •  •  ••                20 

- «  . 

I.  620 
The  reft  was  levied  on  the  parifhes  at  large. 

Glamorgan,  Brecknock,  Radnor,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke^  and  Cardi* 

gan  Shires,  one  of  -  -  -  -  ^00     200 

Montgomery,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Carnarvon,   Anglcfey,   and  Merioneth 

Shires,  one  of  -  -  -  -  4cx}     i6o 


Total,  44  (hips,  coniifting  of  1 1*500   8610 


CI 


This  duty  was  repeated  four  years,  viz.  to  1639,  and  was  valued  at  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  according  to  the  author  of  the  Royal  Treafury  of  England,  publifhed  in 
o£tavo,  in  the  year  1625. 
And  by  a  later  commiffion,  in  this  fame  year,  (ibid.  Fcedcra,  p.  697)  "  King  Charles  ex- 
cufes  tbofe  towns  and  counties^  who,  by  their  fituation,  cannot  fit  out  the  fhips  above  fpe- 
cified,  wherewith  they  are  charged  ;  provided  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  they  pay  in  their  quotas 
"  in  money." 
By  a  fubfequent  commiflion,  <<  the  King  direAs  the  officers  of  his  own  navy  to  receive  the 
faid  quotas  of  money,  and  therewith  to  rig  out,  visual,  and  man,  from  the  King's  yards 
docks,  a  like  fhip  or  (hips.'*     So  that,  after  ifTuing  a  proclamation  for  reftraining  all  but 
his  own  fubjefls  from  filhing  on  his  coafts,  without  his  licence,  he  fent  out  a  great  fleet,  in 
the  year  1636,  and  attacked  and  difperfed  the  Dutch  fifhing  fhips,  fomc  of  which  they  funk, 
and  compelled  the  reft  to  retire  into  theEnglifh  harbours  for  ihelter.     Whereupon,  the  Dutch 
agreed  to  pay  King  Charles  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  (not  florins,  as  Rapin  has  it}  for  perraif- 
fion  to  continue  their  filhing  for  that  fummer  :  which  Rufhworth,  in  his  fecond  volume  of 
Collections,  p.  322,  fays  was  aftually  paid,  and  a  willingnefs  teftified  by  the  Dutch  for  pay- 
ing a  future  yearly  tribute  for  the  like  liberty.     Yet,  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland 
(fpeaking  of  the  bad  curing  of  tlie  herrings  caught  by  tlie  Englifh  Fifhing  Company,  where- 
by they  were  rejefied  at  Dantzick  in  the  years  1637  and  1638,  and  which  brought  that  Com- 
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1635  ptny  to  nothing)  acrimonioufly  fubjoins  the  following  obfervationy  **  Whereupon  the  Eng« 
*'  lUh  changed  their  former  claim  upon  the  whole  herring  iifhery,  for  that  of  demanding 
^  the  tenth  herring  :  which  the  diligent  and  frugal  Hollanders  reputed  no  lefs  than  to  fi(h 
**  for»  and  pay  tribute  to  a,flothful  and  prodigal  people,  for  a  mere  paflage  along  the  coafis  of 
"  England  !'* 

In  the  fame  nineteenth  volume,  p.  686,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  find«  that,  <'  King  Charles  di« 
"  re&t  a  fpecial  commiffion  for  making  the  river  Wey  navigable,  from  Guildford  to  the  river 
**  Thames  at  Weybridge."  It  feems,  that  river  had  formerly  been  navigable  ;  becaufe  tlys 
record  obferves,  "  Tliat  it  is  now  become  unfit  for  carrying  of  barges,  boats,  or  veiTels  of 
**  any  burden,  for  tranfporting  of  commodities  to  and  from  the  town  of  Guildford  :  and 
**  the  commiffioners  were  thereby  authorifed  to  furvey  the  faid  river  Wey,  and  to  enquire  by 
**  what  means  the  fame  was  become  unfit  for  the  carrying  of  barges,  &c.*' 

In  Richlieu*s  Political  Teftament,  wc  find,  that  France  even  then  abounded  with  the  fineft 
and  beft  of  manufaflurcs :  ^'  Such"  fays  he,  **  as  the  ferges  of  Chalons,  and  of  Chartres, 
**  which  have  aboliflied  thofo  of  Milan.— That  the  Turks  prefer  the  French  draps  de  fceau 
**  of  Rouen,  before  all  others,  next  to  thofe  of  Venice,  which  arc  made  of  Spanifli  wool.— 
"  Such  fine  plufties  arc  made  at  Tours,  that  they  are  fent  into  Spain,  Italy,  &c.  alfo  fine 
^  plain  tafFaties.— Red,  purple,  and  fpotled  velvets,  made  finer  here  than  at  Genoa. — France 
^  is  the  only  place  for  filk  ferges.— Mohair  (camblet)  is  made  as  good  here  as  in  England ;  and 
*^  beft  cloth  of  gold  finer  and  cheaper  than  in  Italy." 

In  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  690,  **  King  Charles,  by  proclamation,  pro- 
^  hibits  the  importation  of  foreign  paries,  cut-works,  or  bone-laces,  or  of  any  commodi- 
^  ties  laced  or  edged  therewith."  This  he  declares  to  be  **  at  the  requeft,  and  for  the  be- 
**  nefit  of,  the  makers  of  thofe  goods  in  and  near  London,  and  other  parts  of  the  realm 
**  now  brought  to  great  want  and  ueceffity,  occafioncd  by  the  great  importation  of  thofe  fo- 
^  reign  wares  :  to  prevent  which  for  the  future,  he  appoints  the  Englifh  made  goods  to  be 
^  iealed  or  marked." 

Another  of  his  proclamations,  p.  693,  iHJ.  ^*  prohibits  the  importation  of  any  fort  of 
♦*  glafs  from  foreign  parts,"  It  feems,  that  King  James,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
bad  prohibited  the  making  of  glafs  with  wood  firing,  for  the  better  prefervation  of  timber^ 
and  alfo  prohibited  tlic  importation  of  foreign  glafs. — "  Yet,"  fays  King  Charles,  "  ill- 
*^-  minded  perfons,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  own  glafs-works,  having  prefumed  to  impoFt  foreign 
"  glafs,?— we  now  ftriflly  prohibit  the  fame,  during  the  term  granted  by  King  James  to  Sic 
*<  Robert  Man  fell,  for  the  fole  making  of  glafs  ;  he  having,  by  his  induftry  and  great  ex* 
*^  pence,  perfected  that  manafa£ture  witli  fea  coal  or  pit-coal ;  whereby  not  only  the  woods 
^^  and  timber  of  this  kingdom  are  greatly  preferved,  but  the  making  af  all  kinds  of  glafs 
*^  is  efiabiiihed  here,  to  the  faving  of  much  treafure  at  home,  and  the  employment  of  great 
*'  numbers  of  our  people;  and  our  fubjefbs  are  now  furnifhed  with  glafs  at  far  more  mo* 
**  derate  prices  than  they  were  when  brought  from  foreign  parts.— Yet  the  King  permits 
•'  the  faid  Sir  Robert  Manfell  to  import  fuch  glaflcs  from  Venice,  Morana,  or  other. 
*'  parts  of  Italy,  as  he  ftiould  think  fit,  forfpecialufeSand  fervices."  This  permiflion^  with- 
out doubt,  related  to  the  fine  Venetian  flint  glaflcs,  for  drinking,  the  making  of  which  in* 
England  was  not  brought  to  perfection  till  the  reign  of  King  Charles's  grandfon,  King  Wilr 
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We  have  alfo,  in  p.  716,  of  the  fame  volume,  King  Charles's  monopoly  patent  to  one 
for  the  fole  making  of  wines,  for  fourteen  years,  from  dried  grapes  or  raifins ;  which  the 
patentee  by  his  travels  in  foreign  parts  had  learned.  Which  wines  have  been  approved  of 
by  all  fucb  as  have  ufed  them,  to  be  a  moft  wholefome  and  good  wine,  which  will  keep  for 
**  fea  voyages.     The  patentee  paying  forty  (hillings  yearly  into  the  King's  Exchequer.'' 

We  have  a  proclamation  from  King  Charles,  sMd.  p.  718,  **  prohibiting  any  coin,  plate, 
^*  or  bullion  from  being  ufed  in  the  making  of  gold  and  filver  thread,  copper  gilt  or  fitvered, 
^*  gold  or  filver  foliate,  purles,  ores,  fpangles,  wire,  and  fuch  other  manufactures^  except 
*^  what  jhall  be  imported  from  foreign  parts,  or  which  fhall  arife  from  the  fame  works  and 
*^  manufaSures  being  moulted  again.  And  that  none  of  the  current  gold^nd  filver  coins  of 
this  realm  be  hereafter  moulten  down  by  any  refiner,  goldfmith,  &c.  And  that  all  gold 
and  filver  hereafter  to  be  employed  in  the  faid  manufaAures  be  provided,  prepared,  and  dif- 
grofTed  by  fuch  perfons  only  as  we  fhall  aifign,  and  by  none  others  ;  and  which  fhall  be  by 
them  fold  and  delivered  to  all  perfons  who  (hall  ufe  the  fame,  according  to  fuch  ftandards, 
and  at  fuch  rates  and  prices  as  we  (hall  limit,  and  at  fuch  places  in  London  as  our  com- 
^  miilioners  (hall  aflign — And  none  fhall  make  the  faid  wares  but  fuch  as  (hail  be  by  them: 
**  authorized :  and  a  ftamp  to  be  put  on  all  the  faid  manufa£lures,"' 

K^  Thus  almoft  every  proclajt^ation,  order,  or  grant,  relating  to  manufaftures,  new  in- 
ventions, &c  had  a  principal  regard  ta  the  augmentation  of  this  King's  revenue ;  which,  at 
any  rate,  he  feemed  inclinable  to  increafe,  rather  than. to  be  obliged  to  call  a  Parliament  for 
that  end;  fince  they  would  dill,  probably,  perfifl,.  as  l>efore,  to  have  national  grievances  go^ 
hand  in  hand  with  his  fbpplies. 

In  the  faid  Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  7ar,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation^. purporting,. 
•♦  That  the  great  numbers  of  hackney  coaches  of  late  time  feen  and  kept  in  London,  Wefl- 
minfter,  and  their  fuburbs,  and  the  general  and  promifcuous  ufe  of  coaches  there,  were 
not  only  a  great  difturbance  to  his  Majefly,  his  dearefl  confort  the  Queen,  the. nobility,. 
**  and  others  of  place  and  degree,  in  their  parage  through  the  flreets,  but  the  flreets  themfelves 
**  were  fo  pefl^red^  and  the  pavements  fo  broken  up,  that  the  common  paflaj;e  is  thereby 
**  hindered,  and  made  dangerous ;  and  the  prices  of .  hay  and  provender,  &c.  thereby  made 
•*  exceeding  dear. — Wherefore  we  exprefsly  command  and  forbid,  that  no  hackney  or  hired 
**  coaches  be  ufed  or  fufFered  in  London,  Weflminfter,  or  the  fuburbs  thereof,  except  they 
**  be  to  travel  at.leaft  three  miles  out  of  the  fame.     And  alfo  that  no  perfon  fliall  go  in  a  coach  < 
in  the  faid  ftreets,  except  the  owner  of  the.  coach  (hall  conftantly  keep  up  four  able  horfes 
for  our  fcrvice,  when  required.'* ' 
Hifiorians  tell  us,  for  which  we  acknowledge  we  have  no  other  more  authentic  authority, . 
that,  in  this  fame  year  1635,  King  Charles  L  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  a 
licence  to  the  French,  to  cure  and  dry  their  filh  on  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  in  confidcra- 
tionof  a  certain  annual  tribute  of  five  per  cent.     Yet  even  thi5  conceflion  was  better  than  tliat 
ftipulatcd  by  thie  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  allowed  that  ill-judged  privilege  to  France  without 
any  confideration  ai  alL      - 

In  p.  730,  of  the  Foedera?  voK  xix*  in  the  fame  year,  "  that  King  ordains  two-pence  to  be 
**  advanced  on  or  added  to  every  (hilling  paid  to  the  reclers,  &c.  of  the  woollen  manufafture. 
•*  He  alfo  appoints  an  officer  for  the  folc  fearching,  furveying,  and  fealing  of  the  reel  flafF  in 
every  county,  .allowing  a  fee  tathc  faid  fucveyors  for  their  trouble  herein ;  and  for  regifter- 
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1635  **.  iiTg  tlie  names  of  the  owners  of  each  reel  in  a  book ;  which  reelf  fhall  be  all  of  one  uniform 
**  fizc — whereby  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  yarn  would  be  eafily  known." 

In  the  fame  year,  ibid.  King  Charles  iflued  a  commiiHon  for  the  repair  of  Dover  pier,  lately 
damaged  by  the  fca :  for  which  end  he  laid  an  additional  duty  of  twclve^pence  on  every  pack 
of  goods  Ihipped  thence  by  merdiant-ftrangers :  to  continue  for  three  years  to  come.— That 
pier  is  direSed  to  be  further  repaired  by  cap.  v.  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  King  William, 
and  by  the  fevcnth  ftatute  of  the  fecond  and  third  year  of  Queen  Anne. 

The  laft  record  for  our  purpofe  in  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  is  in  p.  760. 

It  feems,  that  private  copper  farthings,  or  tokens,  as  they  were  then  called,  were  ftill  la 
ufe  in  retailing  bufinefs  :  "  King  Charles  therefore,  in  the  year  1635,  iflued  a  proclamation, 
*•  forbidding  the  currency  of  them,  and  that  none  other  be  ufcd  but  thofc  formerly  iflued  by 
**  his  father's  authority." 

'    In  this  year  1635,  the  ifle  of  Gardeloup,  or  Gaudaloupe,  which  the  French  author  of  the 
hillory  of  the  Caribbee  iiles  fays  is  one  of  the  largeft  of  them,  was  firft  fettled  by  the  French. 

It  is  alfo,  fays  that  author,  who  wrote  in  the  year  1658,  one  of  the  moft  flourifliing  of 

them. — That  tlic  French  in  that  ifland  ufed  the  plough,  a  thing  not  to  be  feen  in  any  of  the 

other  ifles ;  and  ifter  the  plough,  it  bears  rice,  Turkey  wheat,  Caflavia-root,  potatoes,  and 

in  fomc  parts  ginger  aiid  fugar  canes,  with  great  incrcafe." 

And  alfo  that  the  French,  from  St.  Chriftopher*s,  in  this  fame  year  1635,  firft  planted 

tlie  Caribbee  ifle  of  Martinico  ;  where  they  found  many  native  Caribbeans,  with  whom  at 

fiHl  they  lived  peaceably,  but  had  afterwards  fierce  war  with  them,  till  they  drove  them 
**  into  inaccefliblc  rocky  places  and  mountains. — That  the  French  inhabitants  were,"  in  1658, 
*^  ten  thoufand  in  number,  and  the  Indians, and  negroes  as  many,  more':  it  being  the  largeft 
**  of  all  the  Caribbee  ifles,  and  is  forty-five  leagues  in  circuit. — That  though  at  firft,*  like  the 
**  other  ifles,  they  chiefly  planted,  tobacco  and  cotton,  yet  it  now,"  L  e:  in  1658,  "produced 
"  ten  thoufand  hogftieads  of  fugar,  bcfidb  ginger,  pimento,  cocoa,  caflia,  &c."  Here  the 
governor  general  of  all  the  French  Caribbee  ifles  refides  to  this  day.  It  is  now  fo  fruitful  and 
populous  as  to  be  faid  to  have  a  militia  of  ten  thouland  men  or  more,  and  fixty  thoufand 
negroes:  being  alfo  finely  furniflied  with  rivers,  fprings,  and  harbours,  and  moft  excellent 
fruits,  vaft  quantities  of  fugar,  molofles,  coffee,  cotton,  indigo,  ginger,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year.  Colonel  Jackfon  with  a  number  of  Englifli  fliips,  from  our  Leeward  ifles, 
landed  on  the  then  Spanifli  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  with  only  five  hundred  men  attacked  the 
fort  of  St.  Jagode  la  Vega,  which  had  two  thoufand  Spaniards  in  it:  which  fort  and  city  they 
took  and  lacked,  with  the  lofs  of  forty  men  only ;  they  then  re-embarked,  after  receiving  a 
ranfom  for  forbearing  to  burn  k. 

In  or  about  this  fame  year  the  French  firft  fettled  on  the  ifle  of  Cayenne,  over  againft  a 
river  of  the  fame  name  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana ;  from  whence,  however,  they  were  feveral 
times  driven  out  by  the  Dutch:  but  the  French  finally  retook  it  in  1676,  and  have  held  it 
ever  fince.  It  is  about  feventeen  leagues  in  compafs.  Here  they  have  feveral  fugar  planta- 
tions.    They  have  fince  neftled  on  the  continent  over  againft  Cayenne. 

We  cannot  be  quite  pofitive  whether  the  French  did  not  about  this  time  fettle  on  the  great 
river  of  Niger,  otherwife  called  Senegal  river,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Africa,  where  tlie  beft  gum 
fenegal  is  produced  \  but  we  imagine,  from  fome  circumftahces,  that  it  was  nearly  at  this 
time. 
.      3  In 
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1635  In  the  fame  year  a  very  rich  lead  mine,  in  which  was  faid  to  be  much  filver,  was  difcovered 
in  Swcdilh  Lapland,  near  the  town  of  Pitha,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bothnic  Gulph. 

In  the  fame  year  1635,  the  Spaniards,  with  twenty-two  gallics  and  five  galeons,  took  from 
France  two  fmall  inconfiderable  ifles  on  the  coaft  of  Provence,  named  St.  Margaret  and  St. 
Honoratc ;  which,  however,  they  held  but  two  years,  as  will  be  fcen  hereafter. 

1636  The  firft  record  we  find  for  our  purpofc  in  the  twentietli  and  laft  volume  of  Rymer's 
Fcedera,  is  in  page  3,  being  King  Charles's  new  regulation,  in  the  year  1636,  of  the  colony 
of  Virginia.  Whereby  "  he  appoints  Sir  John  Harvey  to  be  continued  governor  thereof; 
**  and  for- him  and  any  three  of  his  council  to  appoint  a  commiflion  for  the  enlarging  its 
**  limits ;  and  for  finding  out  what  trades  may  be  moft  neccflary  to  be  undertaken  for  the 
"  benefit  of  the  colony.  Alfo  to  fend  out  forces  for  fubduing  the  Indians  ;  and  to  make  war 
•*  or  peace,  as  may  beft  fuit  the  fafety  of  the  colony,  and  our  honour. — That  in  cafe  of  the 
**  gpvernor's  death,  or  his  neceflary  abfence,  not  to  be  allowed  by  lefs  than  four  of  the  coun- 
"  cil  there,  one  of  the  council,  to  be  appointed  by  the  reft,  Ihall  aft  in  his  ftead.  The  go- 
"  vernor  and  council  to  be  fubordinate,  fubje£i,  and  obedient  to  the  lords  commif?ioncrs 
•*  and  committees  here  for  our  plantations,  touching  the  prefent  government  of  that  colony, 
**  to  whom  as  well  as  to  us,  the  governor  fhall,  on  the  death  of  any  member  of  the  council, 
**  give  notice  thereof,  that  we  may  appoint  another  in  his  ftead." 

As  tbefe  regulations  are,  in  general,  the  fame  by  which  the  colonies  called  regal,  or  fuch 
as  arc  immediately  under  the  crown,  arc  ftill  governed, .  they  arc  for  that  rcafon  here  exhibit- 
ed, being  the  firft  eftablifhment  thereof  in  that  manner* 

In  p.  vi.  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  *'  King  Charles's  fpecial  commiflion  to  a  number 
^*  of  lords  and  gentlemen,  for  enablicig  William  Sandys,  Efq*  to  make  the  river  Avon  na- 
**  vigable  for  boats  and  barges,  from  the  river  Severn  near  Tewkfbury  where  it  falleth  in,. 
•*  through  Warwickftiire,    Worcefterihixe,  and  Gloucefterfhire,    to  the  city,  of  Coventry. 
"  And  alfo  the  river  Team,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Severn  .to  wards.  Ludlow." 

In  p.  lo,  iM^  we  fee  "  another  fircfli  commiflion  of  enquiry  by  JQing  Charles,  in  this 
*'  fame  year,  into  houfes  ereAed  in  or  near  London  or  Weftminfter  on  new.  fdundations,  and 
*^  into  the  nuifances  thereby  occaiioncdJ* 

In  p.  12,  ibid,  in  this  fame  year,,  we  have  King  CharkfrV proclamation  in  favour  of  Sel- 
den's  then  iamou^s  book,  ini^ledr  MSux  Claufum,  importing,  as  follows  : 

*•  That  whereas  there  was  publilhed,  .iathe  year  163-5,  by  our  exprefs  command,  a  work, 
*'  e^titledy  MarcClaufum^  feu'de  Dorainio  Maris  ;  for  the  manifefting  of  the  right  and  do- 
**  minion  of  us  and  our  royal  progenitors,  in  the  feas  which  encompafs  thefe  our  realms  and 
*'  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland :  and  whereas,  fince  the  publication  thereof,  fome 
perfons,  not  well  affeAc^  to  us  and  our  proceedings,  have  caufed  tlie  fame  book  to  be  print- 
ed in  fome  place  beyond  the  feas,  and  to  the  fame  impreflion  have  added  fome  other  things, 
as  if  they  were  parts. of  that  which  was  firft  printed  here  by  our  command ;  and  have  falfely 

put  the  name  of  our  city  of  London  on  the  title  page  for  the  place  of  the  impreflion. • 

Wherefore  the  ^d  foreign  impreflion,  and  all  other  copies  of  Mare  Claufum,  not  printed 
here  by  authority,  are  hereby  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be  imported  or  vended  here.*' 
,    Of  this. book  and  its  defign  we  have  faid. enough  under  the  preceding  year. 

In  p.  15,  of  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  wc  have  King  Charles's  renewal 'of  a 
proclamation  of  King  James's,  in- the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  *'  prohibiting  all  perfons,  not 
**  his  natural  born  fubje£ts,.  from  fiftiing  on  the  coafts  and  feas  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

"  without 
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1636  "  witliout  a  fpecial  licence  firft  obtained  from  his  Majefty.  And,  by  thefc  prefents,  we  make 
**  public  declaration,  tliat  our  refolution  is,  at  times  convenient,  to  keep  fuch  a  competent 
"  ftrength  of  (hipping  upon  our  feas  as  may,  by  God's  blefling,  be  fufficient  botli  to  hinder 
**  fuch  further  incroachments  upon  our  regalities,  and  to  aflift  and  proteft  thofe  our  good 
**  friends  and  allies,  who  fhall  henceforth,  by  virtue  of  our  licences  to  be  firft  obtained,  en- 
'*  deavour  to  take  the  benefit  of  fifhing  upon  our  coafts  and  feas  in  the  places  accuftomed." 

In  p.  x6,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation,  confirming  another 
of  King  James's,  of  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  **  prohibitingf^  the  importation  of 
*•  whale  fins  by  any  but  the  Ruflia  Company. — And  he  now  direfts,  for  the  encouragement 
^<  of  that  Company  and  the  increafe  of  navigation,  that  none,  whether  natives  or  foreigners, 
**  fhall  import  any  whale  fins  or  whale  oil,  but  the  faid  Company  only ;  and  this  in  their 
'*  joint  ftock  capacity  alone  in  refpeft  to  the  whale  fifhery ;  under  pain  of  forfeiting,  &c.** 

In  p.  41,  ibid,  we  find  that  King  Charles  again  defcends  *^  to  the  regulation  of  the  clock« 
^  reel,  or  rcel-ftafF,  for  woollen  yarn ;  by  again  enjoining  one  only  dimenfion  for  it.  He 
^*  alfo  enjoins,  that  there  be  only  one  weight  and  one  meafure  for  every  commodity  to  be 
'*  bought  or  fold  throughout  the  kingdom.  And  that  his  clerk  of  the  market  for  his  houfe- 
*^  hold  fhould  have  the  overfeeing  and  examination  of  all  weights  and  meafures :  for  which 
**  .confideration  tlie  King  hereby  appoints  certain  fees  to  be  paid  to  him." 

N.  B.  This  ancient  officer  had  formerly  great  power,  which  was  generally  abufed  to  the 
great  oppreffion  of  the  fubjeft :  wherefore  that  office  is  long  fince  juftly  in  difufe.  It  is  fome« 
what  fiinmge,  that  to  this  day  nothing  has  been  eiFeflually  done  for  reducing  all  merchandize 
to  one  weight  or  meafure,  fo  obvioufly  convenient  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

In  p.  47',  of  the  fame  twentieth  volume,  we  find  that  King  Charles  now  iflfues  *<  a  commif-^ 
^*  fion  for  enquiring  into  and  preventing  encroachments  on  the  river  Thames,  by  ladders, 
**  ftairs,  trap  doors^  &c.  from  whence  rubbifh  and  dirt  were  ufually  thrown  into  it ;  to  the 
^*  great  detriment  of  its  navigation*** 

And  in  p.  52,  Hid.  we  meet  with  a  commiffion  from  King  Charles  <<  for  compounding 
<<  with  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of  the  unlawful  importing,  felling,  or  ufing  a  falfe  dying-wood, 
f*  caUed  Logwood,  Blackwood,  or  Campefea-wood,  1.  e.  Campeachy-wood,  contrary  to  two 
«*  ftatutes,  of  the  twenty-third  and  thirty-ninth  of  Queen  Elizabeth :  and  for  punifhing  fuch 
•*  as  fhall  hereafter  be  found  guilty  in  this  rrfpcdk."  Concerning  the  prefent  ufe  thereof  by 
layers,  we  have  already  animadverted  in  its  place. 

And  in  p.  56,  &c.  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  **  King  Charles's  commiffion  for  levying 
**  of  ihip  money  throughout  the  feveral  counties  of  England  and  Wales,  for  the  enfuing  year 
^*  1637."— But  further  on,  in  this  fame  year,  itid.  p.  74,  «  the  King  alters  the  quota  for 
^*  Cumberland  and  Weftmoreland  jointly,  from  a  flxip  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  to 
**  one  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  fifty-fix  men.  And  of  the  city  of  London,  from 
**  two  fhips  of  eight  hundred  tons  each,  to  two  of  leven  hundred  tons  each,  and  each  two 
^  hundred  and  eighty  men,  inftead  of  three  hundred  and  twenty.  Alfo  Middlefex  county, 
^'  inftead  of  one  fhip  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  (hall  now  fumifh  one  of  but  five  hundred 
<*  tons,  and  two  hundred  men.  Alfo  Northumberland,  inftead  of  a  fhip  of  three  hundred 
**  and  feventy  toas,  fhall  fumifh  onfy  one  of  two  hundred  and  ten  tons,  and  eighty-four 
^*  men.** 

In  the  fame  year,  vol.  ex.  of  die  Fcedera,  King  Charles  granted  a  patent  to  Lord  Maltravers 
fl9d  Sir  Francis  Crane,  for  the  fole  coinage  of  copper  or  brafs  fiurthings.    And,  purfuant  to 
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1636  an  order  of  the  ftar-chambe'r,  of  the  year  1634,  it  was  now  provided,  that  the  faid  brafs  far- 
things fhotild  not  be  forced  upon  poor  labourers  in  payment ;  tKey  having  formerly  been  com- 
pelled to  take  all  or  mod  of  their  wages  in  fuch  farthings  from  defigning  men,  who  had  bought 
up  great  quantities  of  them  at  a  low  rate  or  difcount.  **  Silver,"  fays  Rufli worth,  "  was  fo 
"  fcarce,  and  gold  fo  plenty  at  this  time,  that  when  cattle  were  fold  in  Smithiield,  they  com- 
**  monly  bargained  for  to  be  paid  in  filvcr,  and  not  in  gold ;  infomuch,  that  two-pence,  or 
*^  more^  was  ufually  given  for  exchanging  of  a  twenty  (hillings  piece  into  iilver,  although  the 
^*  gold  was  full  weight. 

In  the  fame  twentieth  volume,  p.  68,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  "  King  Charles's  commiflion 
*•  for  compounding  with  the  tranfgreiTors  of  the  laws  made  againft  deftroyers  of  timber-trees 
•*  and  woods,  in  the  melting  and  forging  of  iron." 

In  p.  93  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King  ifTues  a  monopolifing  proclamation,  **  That  none 
**  fliall  buy  any  ballaft  out  of  the  river  Thames,  but  a  perfon  appointed  by  him  for  that  pur- 
«*  pofe." 

King  Charles  having,  as  already  quoted,  monopolifed  all  the  faltpetre  and  gunpowder,  '<  he 
*'  now  appoints  a  commiflion  for  receiving  of  his  two  gunpowder-makers,  all  the  powder 
**  they  Ihall  make,  at  feven-pence  halfpenny  per  pound  weight ;  and  for  again  felling  the  fame 
*'  out  to  his  fubjcfts,  at  fuch  prices  as  they,"  tlie  commiffioners,  "  Ihall  from  time  to  time 
**  fix." — Foedera,  vol.  xx.  p.  96. 

N.  B.  In  this  fame  commiffion  we  find  that. the  King  was  not  able  to  carry  on  this  mono- 
poly without  the  importation  of  faltpetre  from  foreign  parts ;  there  not  being  enough  thereof 
produced  in  England  for  the  manufafture  of  all  the  gunpowder  requifite  for  the  ufe  of  himfelf 
and  his  fubjeAs.  For  this  end,  we  find,  further  on,  in  p.  107,  of  the  fame  volume,  *<  That 
**  heprohibits  the  importation  of  foreign  gunpowder;  and  direfls,  that  his  officers  ihall  not 
**  take  above  one  fhilling  and  fixpence  per  pound  weight  for  gunpowder  fold  out  to  his  fub- 
**.  jefts.  (We  fee  above,  that  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  feven-pence  halfpenny ;  a  mon- 
ilrous  advantage  taken  of  his  fubjeAs  !)  **  LafUy,  that  no  retailers  of  it,  to  whom  it  is  thus 
**  fold,  fhall  again  fell  it  for  above  one  (hilling  and  eight-pence  in  London,  and  one  (hilling 
<^  and  eight-pence  halfpenny  per  pound  in  the  country,  if  diftant  thirty  miles  or  more  from 
<*  London," 

In  p.  102,  of  the  fame  nineteenth  volume,  that  King  frames  a  malt  and  brewing  monopoly, 
in  his  **  commiflion,  this  fame  year  1636,  for  reftraining  the  exceflive  number  of  common 
^*  maltfters  ;  by  means  of  whom,  not  only  a  greater  confumption  and  wafte  of  barley  is  occa- 
**  fioned,  but  alfo  fundry  abufes  in  the  bad  making  of  malt.  Likewife,  for  retraining  the 
^*  great  aumber  of  innkeepers  and  viftuallers,  who  take  upon  them  to  brew  ale  and  beer,  which 
<*  they  fell  by  retail,  and.make  too  ftrong  and  heady,  ferving  for  drunkennefs  and  excefs."— 
Was  there  ever  a  lamer  introduction  to  u(her  in  the  moft  (hameful  monopoly  ?  viz.  **  That 
*•  from  thenceforth,  the  King  was  to  appoint,  in  fit  places,  throughout  the  realm,  a  compe- 
♦*  tent  number  of  maltfters,  to  be  incorporated,  and  alfo  of  common  brewers ;  under  fuch 
^*  fines  and  early  payments  to  us  as  (hould  be  thought  meet." 

In  p.  103,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  "  King  Charles  con- 
*•  trafts  with  John  Crane,  Efquire,  furveyor-general,  for  the  viftualling  of  his  navy ;  much 
<*  in,  or  very  near,  the  form  and  fubftance  of  the  central  for  the  like  purpofe  already  related 
**  under  the  year  1622.  Mr.  Crane  was  to  be  allowed  for  failors  in  harbour,  feven-pence 
•«  halfpenny  per  day  for  their  provifions ;  and  when  at  fca,  eight-pence  halfpenioy  per  day." 
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1636  In  p.  113,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  that  *^  King  Charles  incorporates  all  the  tradefmeo 
•  •  *'  and  artificers  inhabiting  fuch  places  of  the  city  of  London  as  are  exempted  from  the  free- 
<<  dom  thereof ;  as  alfothofe  of  the  out-parts  of  Weftminfter  and  Middlefez,  within  threo 
**  miles  of  the  faid  city  of  London.  Thereby  alfo  excluding,  for  the  future,  all  fuch  as  fliall. 
*^  not  have  ferved  feven  years  to  their  refpeftive  occupations,  as  well  as  all  foreigners,  front. 
**  pra&iiing  their  rcfpcftive  trades."  The  pretences,  fcarcely  plauiible,  for  this  moft  extra- 
ordinary corporation,  as  in  this  proclamation,  were,  ^'  in  order  to  prevent  thofe  places  from 
**  being  peftcred  with  inmates ;  and  alfo,  to  prevent  the  prejudice  done  to  fuch  as  were  free- 
'*  men  of  London:  and  for  the  more  orderly  difpofing  of  trade  and  tradefmen."  But,  al- 
though no  payments  into  his  Exchequer  are  herein  named,  it  feems  reafonable  enough  to  fuf- 
pe£t,  that  he  was  hereby  laying  a  foundation  for  fome  fuch  tax. 

As  in  p.  126,  of  the  fame  volume,  in  a  lift  of  offices  beftowed  in  this  twelfth  year  of  King 
Charles's  reign,  there  is  one  **  for  the  office  of  clerk  and  keeper  of  all  the  King's  (lores  and 

ftore-houfes  at  Dcptford,  Chatham,  Portfmouth,  and  clfewhere,  for  his  Majcfty's  fhips 

and  navy ;"  it  feems  probable,  that  neither  Plymouth,  Sheernefs,  nor  Woolwich,  had  then 
royal  docks  and  ftore*houfes  :  otherwife,  it  ihould  feem,  they  would  have  been  named  in  that 
grant ;  the  words,  and  elfiwhere,  feeming  to  be  merely  an  expletive. 

By  this  time  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  ha^  taken  pofleffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  thr 
coafts  of  Braiil,  having,  according  to  Voltaire's  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  chap.  xi.  in  the 
fpace  of  thirteen  years,  fent  thither  eighteen  hundred  &ips,  for  war  and  commerce,  (others 
lay  but  eight  hundred)  which  were  valued  at  four  millions  and  a  half  fierling ;  and  had,  in 
tliat  fpace,  taken  from  Spain,  tlien  fovereign  of  Portugal,  five  hundred  and  forty-five  vefTcIs. 
That  company,  in  tliis  year  16369  fent  thither  Prince  Maurice,  as  governor-general;  and 
whilft  he  remained  there,  which  was  eight  years,  their  affairs  in  general  profpered  well  enough : 
but  yet  their  firft  declenfion  in  Brafil  may  be  dated  from,  or  was  properly  owing  to,  the  Por- 
tuguefc  fhaking  off  the  Spanilh  yoke,  in  the  year  1640,  foon  after  which  remarkable  .revolu- 
tion, they  gradually  gained  ground  on  the  Dutch  In  Bxafil,  from  whence  we  Qxall  fee  the  latter 
were  quite  expelled  in  the  year  i654» 

The- Spaniards-having,  as  we  have  feen,  pofieiled  themicLves  of  the  two  fmall  iiles  of  St; 
Marguerite  and  St.  Honorate,  in  the  year  1635,  on  the  coaft  of  Provence,  near  Antibes,  where*- 
by  they  greatly  annoyed,  that  coaft ;  co^ceveoge  fo  great  an  affr<mt,  France,  ki  the  year  follow- 
ing, fitted  out  forty-two  fhips  at  Rochelle,  and  iailing  into  the  Mediterranean,  they  were 
joined  by  twenly-four  gallies,  all  which  were  commanded  in  chief  by  the  Count  de  Harcourt ;. 
who,  on  the.  coaft  of  Italy,  near  Monaco*  attacked  the  joint  fleets  of  Spain,  Sicily,  Naples,. 
and  Florence,  and  obtained  a  complete  victory,,  fays  Moriibtus,  inhis  Orbis  Maritimus,  fink- 
ing their  beft  fhips^.  and  putting  the  reft.to  flig|it*    From,  thence  they  went  and  ravaged  the. 
>fland  of  Sardinia* 

Moreover^  Cardinal  Riohlieu)  the  prime  manifler  of  France,  and  dire^Or-general  of  her 
marine,  Raving,  ever  fince  the  Englifh-fieet  had.  bluftered  fiercely  before  Rocbelk,  though  to  ^ 
Ijttle  purpofe,  in  the  year  1624,  niatorely  confidered  how-  much;France  lay  open  to  the  attacks- 
and  infults  of  England,  for  want  of  a  maritime  force,,  he  had  for  fome  years  been  preparing . 
all  the  naval  force  wUchrhe  could-  either  purchafe  from^ther  powers,  or-  coUef^'from  all  the 
French  ports,  I>otti.of  tlie  ocean^and  Mediterranean.    He,  in  the  year  1637,  had  got  together 
what  th.e- judicious  author  of  an  excellent  pamphlet,  publilhed  in  the  year  16^,  named,  Con^ 
fideiations  requiring  greater.  CareJor.  Trade  in.  England^  calls,.  FraQce'vS  firft  line  of  battle;. 

eonfifting 
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1^636  confiftlng  of  upwards  of  fifty  fhipSi  and  twenty  galUes :  with  which  force  France^  in  this  fame 

year,  recovered  the  two  ifles  above-named^  after  vanqutfhing  the  Spanilh  fleet,  and  taking  five 

large  Spanifh  (hips,  twenty-two  galiies,  and  eighteen  fmaller  yefiels. 
1637      This  was  properly  the  firft  time  that  France  began  to  (hew  her  fuperiority  over  Spain  at  fca, 

as  fhe  had  before  done  at  land.   Upon  this  occafion,  the  motto  placed  on  the  ftern  of  the  largeft 

French  ihip  of  war,  was  modeft  enough,  viz. 

Fhrent  quoque  Ulia  fnid  /  i.  e« 

Even  on  the  main. 

Our  Gallic  lilies  triumph  over  Spain ! 

■ 

Or,  as  Sir  Philip  Meadows  gives  it  paraphrafed  in  profe,  **  Richlieu  firft  taught  Prance, 
"  that  the  fiuer*de-luces  could  grow  at  fea  as  well  as  at  land."  After  which,  Richlieu  went  on 
deftroying  the  remains  of  Spain's  naval  ftrength  till  at  length  it  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb. 
t^  It  was  about  the  years  1636  or  1637,  according  to  Roger  Coke's  Second  Difcourfe 
on  Trade,  p.  53,  in  quarto,  publifhed  in  1670,  that  one  hundred  and  forty  families  out  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  fettled  themfelves  at  Leyden,  AUcmaer,  and  other  parts  of  Holland ;  and 
there  eftablifhed,  or  confirmed  the  eftablifliment  of  the  woollen  manufiiAures  of  thofe  places. 

Count  Maurice  of  Nafiaa,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company's  governor-general  of  Brafil, 
took  there,  at  this  time,  another  fortrefs  from  the  Spaniards :  and  ibme  of  that  company's 
fhips  failed  from  thence  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  famous 
caftle  of  St.  George  del  Mina,  the  principal  Portuguefe  fort  of  all  that  coaft,  which  they  have 
kept  to  this  day,  as  alfo  of  feveral  other  lefier  forts  there.  By  thefe  conquefts  on  the  Guinea 
.coaft,  the  Dutch  were  fupplied,  at  firft  hand,  with  negroes,  for  carrying  on  their  fugar  plan* 
tations,  &c«  in  BrafiL  Bofman,  a  Dutch  author,  in  his  Defcription  of  Guinea,  compares 
the  Portuguefe,  on  this  account,  to  fetting-dogs,  ferving  to  fpring  the  game ;  which,  when 
they  had^done,  was  feized  on  by  others  :  which  proved  literally  true,  both  with  refpeft  to 
Africa  and  India. 

In  the  twentieth  volume,  p.  143,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  ifliies  a  proclamation,  im-* 
porting,  ^*  That  being  informed  that  numbers  of  his  fubjefts  are  every  year  tranfporting  them- 
'*  felves  and  families,  with  their  eftates,  to  the  Englifh  plantations  in  America ;  amongft 
'*  whom  there  are  many  idle  and  refraftory  humours,  whofe  only  or  principal  end  is,  to  live, 
as  much  as  they  can,  without  the  reach  of  authority.  The  King  thereby  commands,  all 
the  officers  of  the  feveral  ports,  that  they  do  not  hereafter  permit  any  perfons,  being  fub«- 
fidy-mcn,"  (that  is,  payers  of  the  ufual  fubfidies)  **  to  embark  themfelves  thither,  without 
a  licence  from  the  commiffioners  for  plantations*    Nor  none  under  the  value  of  fubfidy- 


(( 

u 

'*'  men,  without  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance,  and 
*'  likewife,  from  the  minifter  of  the  parifh,  of  his  converfation,  and  conformity  to  the  orders 

<c 
<( 


?inJ  difciplinc  of  the  church  of  England." — ^This  was  levelled  agaiiift  the  Puritans,  then 
going  in  great  numbers  to  New  England,  to  avoid  perfecution  at  home :  and  a  better  fam-* 

pie  need  not  to  bedefired  of  the  wifdom  and  charafter  of  this  King,  and  his  favourites  and 

minifters. 

In  this  fame  year,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  145,  we  find,  that  an  officer  was  appointed 

by  King  Charles,  for  the  fealing  or  ftamping  of  all  playing-cards  and  dice ;  for  which  a  certain 

&im  was  to  be  paid  to  the  King's  officers. 
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1637      In  p.  146,'  &c.  of  the  fame  volume,  we  find,  that  fome  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Compa-- 
ny*s  fliips,  having,  in  the  year  1634,  touched  at  Goa,  the  capital  of  tlie  Portagucfc  pofle/Iions 
in  India,  they  were  kindly  treated  by  the  viceroy  there  ;   with  whom  the  Englilh  concluded  a 
truce,  and  alfb  a  free-trade,  not  only  thither,  but  to  China,  and  all  other  parts  where  the  For-' 
tuguefe  were  fettled  in  India.     Whereupon,  in  the  following  year,  1635,  King  Charles  of 
England  granted  a  licence  to  the  faid  perfonS,  viz.  to  Captain  John  Weddel,  &c.  with  fix 
.    fhips,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Goa,  and  die  coaft  of  Malabar,  and  alfo  to  the  coafts  of  China  and 
Japan ;  there  to  trade  in  fuch  commodities  as  they  could,  to  the  beft  advantage  for  themfelves, 
and  all  other  his  fubjefts  for  the  future.     *'  But  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  neither  plan- 
ted nor  fettled  a  trade  In  thofe  parts,  as  we  expcfted,  nor  made  fuch  fortifications  and  places 
of  furety,  as  might  encourage  any  hereafter  to  adventure  to  trade  thither;  neither  have  we 
received  any  annual  benefit  from  thence,  as  other  Princes  do,  by  reafon  of  the  faid  com- 
pany's negleft  to  fortify  ;  they  having  merely  purfued  their  own  prefent  profit,  without 
providing  any  fafety  or  fcttlednefs  for  cftablifhing  of  traffic  in  the  faid  Indies,  for  the  good 
ofpofterity:  whereas  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  had  both  planted  and  fortified,  and  alfo 
eftablifhed  a  lafting  and  hopeful  trade  there,  for  the  good  of  pofterity ;    by  the  advantage 
whereof,  they  had  not  only  rendered  our  people  there  fubjeft  to  their  infolencies,  but  had,, 
in  a  manner,  worked  them  out  of  the  trade  ;  which  we  find  by  the  complaint  of  divers  ad- 
venturers in  that  focicty  ;  and,  principally,  by  the  daily  decreafe  of  our  cuftoms  for  imports 
from  India,  owing  to  the  faid  company's  fupinc  negleft  of  difcovery,  and  fettling  trade  to 
divers  parts,  when  they  had  a  plentiful  ftock,  and  fair  opportunities  to  cffeQ,  it. 
*'  And,  as  all  the  attempts  for  a  north-weft  pafiage  to  Eaft  India  have  hitherto  proved  un« 
"  fuccefsful,  which,  however,  we  believe  might  be  performed  from  Japan,  north-caft,  to  the 
*^*  north  of  California,  on  the  back-fide  of  America,  in  about  forty  degrees  north  latitude,  and 
**  fo  to  coaft  along  northward,  caftward,  and  weftward,  as  the  land  will  give  way,  to  fixty- 
**  four  degrees  northward,  where  it  was  left  undifcovcred  by  Sir  Thomas  Button,  Captain. 
*^'  Luke  Fox,  and  others,  to  conic  through  the  Straits  of  Hudfon,  in  the  Weftern  or  Atlantic 
*^*  Sea.     The  King,  in  the  faid  grant  of  1635,  dirc£led,  that  the  grantees  fhould,  from  the 
**  fea  of  China,  Japan,  orelfcwhere,  fend  one  of  their  (hips,  well  furnifhed  and  manned,  to 
**  attempt  the  before-named  north-weft  difcovery  ;  allotting  them  half  the  cuftoms,  and  other 
**  benefits  that  fliould  arife  from  all  fuch  new  difcoveries  as  fliould  be  made,  referving  to  him- 
**  felf  the  other  lialf,  with  the  fovercignty  of  the  counlrics. 

*^  The  King  next  prefcribes  the  rules  and  government  of  thofc  (hips  and  people,  in  the  voy-. 
•^  age  to  and  from  India,  China,  and  Japan,  and  on  land  there.  He  grants  them  the  ufe  of 
"  a  new  common- feal ;  and,  to  all  intents,,  makes  them  a  feparatc  company  for  the  Eaft  Indii 
^<  trade :  dipeding  the  old  company,  theix  agents,  and  fervants,.  not  to  moleft  them  in  their. 
*^  faid  Eaft  India  commerce." 

The  perfons  who  fct  on  foot  this  new  company  were.  Sir  Willianx  Courtcn,  Sir  Paul  Tin. 
dar,  &c.  but  the  King  himfelf,  as  he  therein  declares,,  and  Endymion  Porter,  Efquire,  agroooii 
of  his  bed-chamber,  had  Ihares  therein,  jointly  with  the  laft  named  perfisns,  and  witli- Captain 
Johnt  Wcddell,.  &c..    In  this  year  1637,  tberefisre,    "the  King  confirms  his  Aid  privileges'* 
(the  ftiips  being  already  gone  on  their  voyage)  "  to  the  faid  adventurers,  as  to  all  places  in  In-. 
«'  dia  where  the  old  company  had*  not  fettled  any  faftories  or.trade  before  the  twelfth-  of  Dc- 
**  cember^  1635 ;  but  without  prejudice  to  the  faid  old  company  in  other  rcfpefts.     This  new 
f*  company's  grant  of  trade  and  privileges  was  to  laft.  for  five,  years  to  come ;   during  which. 


time 


OF     THE    OJIIGIH     OF     COMMERCE*  3:73 

A.  t>. 

1637  <*  time  they  might  annually  re-export  what  India  goods  they  (hould  bring  home;  and  mighty 

**  in  that  cafe,  draw  back  the  entire  cuftoms  paid  on  their  importation.  Moreover,  during 
«'  the  faid  five  years,  they  might  export  forty  thoufand  pounds  tb  India  in  gold  and  filvcr  bul- 
**  lion,  paying  to  the  King  one  pound  ten  fliillings  per  cent,  for  that  privilege :  and  they 
<^  might  alfo,  during  the  faid  term,  admit  any  others  to  be  partners  with  them  in  this  ad- 
**  vonture." 

Note, — That  Sir  William  Courten,  who  had  the  largeft  fliare  in  this  adventure,  died  be  ' 
fore  this  firft  voyage  was  compleated ;  and  his  fon  and  executor,  William  Courten,  Efquirc, 
was,  by  the  King,  in  this  laft  grant,  fubflituted  in  his  father's  place :  and  he  has  left,  in  print, 
fcveral  large  accounts  of  his  great  lodes  by  this  adventure,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  occafioned  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  In- 
dia Company's  feizing,  in  the  year  1640,  on  their  two  rich  fhips,  and  deftroying  their  fafto- 
lies  in  India ;  which  made  much  clamour  both  before  and  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles 
the  Second ;  many  pamphlets  being  publilhed,  to  (hew  the  great  damage  done  to  hundreds  of 
families,  creditors  of  Courten  and  Pindar :  and  in  the  treaty  between  King  Charles  the  Second 
and  the  Dutch,  ia  the  year  1662,  fatisfa£tion  was  (lipulated  to  be  made  by  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company  for  the  faid  two  rich  Ihips.  Yet,  fo  late  as  the  year  1682,  we  ftill  find  com- 
plaints in  print  on  this  point ;  fo  that,  probably,  no  redrefs  was  ever  obtained  of  the  Dutchi 
Eaft  India  CompanyTor  thofe  damages* 

To  fay  the  truth,  the  fcheme  of  this  new  Englifh  company  was  an  iniquitous  one  agalnft 
the  old  company,  whofe  charters  were,  doubtlefs,  entirely  exclufive  of  all  others;  and  the 
King  was,  probably,,  put  upoji  it  by  his  mhiifters,  on  the  plaufible  pretext  of  great  profit  to 
bimfelf.  For  even  the  principal  rcafon  or  pretence  for  breaking  in  upon  the  old  con^any's 
exclufive  grarvt,  would  hold  equally  good  againft  the  prefenr  or  any  other  company  :  for  what 
company  can  ever  be  able  to  plant  or  fettle  faftories  in  all  parts  within  their  extenfive  bounds 
iji  India?  And,  indeed,  all  the. King's  allegations  before  recited,  are  fliamefully  mean,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  great  monarch. 

On  this,  voyage  to  India,  Sir  William  Courten's  (hips  made  a  fmall  fettlement  on- the  great 
ifle  of  Madagafcar ;  which  was  foon  after  mined  by  the  old  Eaft  India  Company; 

In  the  twentieth  volume,  p.  157,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  I.  of  England,  iffuesa  frcfli; 
proclamation  concerning  malt  and  brewing  :   wherein  he  exprefsly  enjoins,    "  Tliat,  for  the- 
"  fake  of  the  poorer  feet  of  his  people,  whofe- ufual  bread  was  barley,  as  well  as  for  the  rea- 
**  Tons  afljgned  in  his  proclamation  of  tlie  preceding  year,  already  recited,  the  common  fnalt- 
"  fters  in  every  county  be  incorporated,  and  none  of  them  (hall  follow  any  other  calling. — 
*'  Alfo,  that  no  maltfter  fhaU  be  a  brewer,  nor  cooper,  at  the  fame  time.     And  that  common 
^  maltfters,  and  common  brewers,  fhall  only  pra£tife  their  trades  in  fuch  places  as  fhould  be* 
**  alfigned  by  the  King  and  council  j   and  none  but  fuch  to.praftife  any  where.     No-  inn- 
"  keeper,  alehoufe-keeper,  or  viftualler,  fliall  brew  the  drink  they  retail,  unlcfs  there  be  no- 
**  common. brewer  near  the  place  where  they  live.     Which  rcftriftions,. however,, were  not 
**.  to  extend  to  the  city  of  London,  nor  within  four  miles  of  it. 

We.  have  fecn.King  Charles's  proclamation,  for  the  reftraint  of  hackney  and  other  coaches,, 
tinder  the  year  1635.     We  ftiall  now  fee  him  in  a  contrary  ftrain,  in  this  year  1637,  in  p.  159, 
of  the  fame  volume.     It  is  his  fpccial  .commiflion  to  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton^  his  matter  of. 
th^-horfe,  viz,. 
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^  That  wc,  Ending  it  very  rcquifite  for  our  nobility  and  gentry,  as  well  as  for  foreign  ani- 
<<  bailadorsy  firangers,  and  othtfts,  that  there  fhould  be  a  competent  number  of  hackney- 
•♦  coaches  allowed  for  fuch  ufcs,  have*  by  the  advice  of  our  privy-council,  thought  fit  to  aU 
'<  low  fifty  hackney-coachmen  in  and  about  London  and  Wedminfter  ;  limiting  them  not  to 
**  keep  above  twelve  horfes  apiece.  Alfo  fo  many  others  in  other  places  of  England  as  Ihali 
'*  be  ncceflary.  We  therefore  grant  to  you,"  (the  Marquiy)  **  during  your  life,  the  power 
'*  and  authority  to  licence  fifty  hackney-coachmen,  who  (hall  keep  no  more  than  twelve  good 
**  horfes  eacbt  for  their  or  any  of  their  coach  and  coaches  refpe£tivcly.  You  alfo  hereby 
'*  have  power  to  licence  fo  many  in  other  cities  and  towns  of  England,  as  in  your  wifdom 
**  Ihall  be  thought  ncccflary ;  with  power  to  reftrain  and  prohibit  all  others  from  keeping  any 
•*  hackney-coach  to  let  tp  hire,  either  in  London,  or  elfewherc,  Alfo  to  prefcribe  rules  and 
'*  orders  concerning  the  daily  prices  of  the  faid  licenfed  hackney-coachmen,  to  be  by  them, 
**  or  any  of  them  taken,  for  our  own  particular  fervicc,  and  in  their  employment  for  our  fub- 
"  jcfts  ;  provided  fuch  orders  be  firft  allowed  by  us,  under  our  royal  hand."  By  allowing 
«ach  of  thefc  fifty  coachmen  twelve  horfes,  it  is  plain,  there  might  be,  and  moft  probably 
were,  many  more  than  fifty  coaches  kept  by  them ;  poflibly  even  as  far  as  three  hundred  in 
number. 

In  p.  160,  vol.  XX.  of  the  Foedera,  in  this  fame  year  1637,  "  King  Charles  iflues  a  procla- 
'*  mation  againft  deceits  in  the  packing  of  butter,  and  for  marking  the  calks  by  a  proper  offi- 
**  cer,  who  was  to  have  a  fee  for  that  purpofe."  We  have  met  with  feveral  fuch  proclama- 
tions on  this  fubje£l  in  the  reign  of  this  King,  and  his  father ;  and  that  no  butter  be  exported 
mthout  a  licence ;  andfor  regulating  the  fize  of  their  calks.  All  which  we  fcarcely  thought 
worth  our  notice. 

In  p.  161,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  a  fimilar  proclamation  of  this  King,  direfting  the 
pigs  and  bars  of  iron  made  in  England,  to  be  marked  or  llampcd  by  his  furvcyors  of  the  iron- 
nrorks,  for  preventing  the  making  and  felling  of  bad  iron  :  and  that  iron  was  not  to  be  ex- 
ported without  the  King's  licence,  under  pain  of  forfeiture,  &c. — Thofc  furveyors  were  here- 
by alfo  empowered  to  enter  any  woods  that  were  •*  felled,  cut,  or  corded,  to  be  converted  in- 
**  to  coal  for  making  of  iron ;  whereby  it  might  appear  of  what  condition  thofe  woods  were 
**  that  Ihould  be  employed  that  way ;  that  tlicy  be  not  cut  down  contrary  to  law." — A  very 
proper  regulation,  if  rightly  executed. 

A  propofal  being  in  this  year  made  to  King  Charles,  "for  the  better  working  of  lead  mines 
in  Wales,  fo  as  to  extraft  more  filver  therefrom  than  hitherto  the  miners  there  liave  had  Ikill 
*•  to  do,  in  order  for  the  coining  of  money  therefrom : — The  King  therefore  hereby  erefts  a 
**  mint  at  the  caftle  of  Aberiftwith,  in  Cardiganlhire,  and  appoints  the  propofer,  Thomas 
**  Bulhell,  Efquire,  to  be  warden  thereof :  who,  on  his  part,  covenants  with  the  King,  to 
"  coin  five  different  filver  coins  there,  viz.  Half-crowns,  whereof  twenty-four,  and  two  ftiil- 
••  lings  over,  Ihall  make  a  pound  troy;  Ihillings,  fixty-two  in  the  pound  troy;  fixpences, 
**  whereof  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  to  be  in  the  poun'd  troy ;  two-pences,  whereof  three 
**  hundred  and  fevcnty-two  in  the  pound  troy  ;  and  pence,  whereof  feven  hundred  and  forty* 
^<  four  in  the  pound  troy :  which  pound  troy  Ihall  contain  eleven  ounces  and  two  penny- 
"  weights  of  fine  filver,  and  eighteen  pennyweights  alloy ;  which  is  the  old  right  llandard  of 
**  the  monies  of  filver  in  England.  But  two  Ihillings  out  of  every  pound  weight  of  coined 
"  filver  ftialPbe  retained  at  the  miht ;  viz.  fourteen-pencc  for  the  charges  of  the  faid  mint, 
**  and  ten-pence  for  the  King :  fo  that  there  Ihall  only  be  delivered  out  to  the  owner  three 
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1637  ^'  pounds  by  tale.     The  faid  money  to  have  the  feathers  (lamped  on  both  fides  of  it,  to  Ihew 
**  that  it  was  coined  in  Wales." — Foedera,  vol,  xx.  p.  163. 

In  this  fame  year  16371  King  Charles  again  directed  ihip-money  to  be  levied,  for  the  fer-  . 
vice  of  the  year  1638.     The  number  of  (hips,  tonnage,  and  men^  the  fame  as  in  the  preced- 
ing year. — Fcedera,  vol.  xx,  p.  iSg, 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  171,  we  fee  an  inftance  of  the  form  of  reprifals, 
granted  by  King  Charles  on  all  Holland  fhips  and  merchandize  to  the  fufFerers,  on  ac- 
count of  an  hoflile  aA  committed  in  the  year  163O9  at  fea,  on  certain  Englifii  fhips,  by  a  fhip 
of  Rotterdam  ;  the  fuiFerer  having  in  vain  ufed  all  poilible  endeavours  to  recover  his  goods, 
and  to  obtain  juftice.     The  captors  to  render  a  juft  account  of  their  prizes  to  the  admiralty. 

King  Charles,  p.  174,  of  the  fame  volun^e,  in  this  year,  permits  the  moderate  ufe  **  of  wine 
*^  calks  by  brewers,  vidluallers,  &c."  which  he  had  laft  year  prohibited,  M  upon  their  paying 
^*  a  fine,  or  elfe  an  annual  payment  to  the  King  for  that  indulgence.'' 

It  would  be  almoft  needlefs  to  recount  all  the  little  ways  (for  fuch  they  really  merited,  for 
the  moft  part,  to  be  efteemed)  of  this  fort,  which  this  unhappy  Prince  was  put  upon  for  rai- 
fing  of  money,  rather  than  to  meet  the  reprefentatives  of  his  people,  in  the  conflitutional  me- 
thod of  Parliament ;  which  yet  he  was,  at  length,  with  an  ill*grace,  necelTitatcd  to  do.  In 
the  mean  time,  his  orders,  proclamations,  injundions,  prohibitions,  grants,  and  patents, 
were  to  have  the  force,  and  to  fupply  the  place,  of  a£ls  of  Parliament. — Stat  pro  ratione  vo-^- 
luntas  / 

After  all  the  exclufive  powers,  &c.  which  King  Charles  had  granted  to  his  foap  company  in  * 
Weftminfter,  he  found  himfelf  obliged,  in  this  fame  year,  to  recal  them  all,  as  appears  by  the 
twentieth  volume,  p.  181,  of  the  Foedera  :  but,  in  their  ftead,  be  eredled  another  new  exclu- 
five  foap  company,  within  the  city  of  London,  equally  illegal,  having  the  Lord  Mayor,  Ed- 
;        ward  JSronofi^ldr  Efquire,  at  their  head.     **  Whereby  he  prohibits  all  others  throughout  Eng- 
*'  land,  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  free  of  this  new  corporation^  from  making  of  foap,  (excepting 
Sir  Richard  Weft6n,  and  feveral  foap-makers  of  Briftol,  Bridgewater,  Exeter,  Soracrfet,  Dor- 
fct,  Devon,  and  Cornw.all,  who  bad  licences  to  make  limited  quantities  and  forts  of  foap;  for 
which  they  probably  gave  due  fatisfaSion)    **  or  from  buying  of  pot-aflies,  &c.     The  Weft-  - 
minfter  company  having  firft  rcfigned  their  cliartcr  into  the  King's  hands." 
In  p.  186,  of  the  fam^  volume,  wc  fee  •*  King  Cliarles's  fpecial  commiflion  to  Robert  Earl  t 
of  Warwick,  his  agents  and  affociates,  with  as  many  armed  fhips  as  he  Ihould  judge  pro- 
per, ^t  his  and  their  cods,  for  an  un,dcrtaking  tending  to  the  advancement  of  our  fcrvice 
and  revenue,  and  the  enlargement  of  our  territories  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  to  the  public 
**  honour  of  the  nation*    And  to  afiail,  take,  burn,  or  otherwife  deftroy,  any  carracks,  fhips, 
gallies,  &c.  in  thofe  feas,  or  any  where  elfc,  where  the  free  navigation,  trade,  or  commerce 
of  any  of  our  fubjefts  is  or  fhall  be  denied,  or  aftually  intercepted,  or  oppofed  in  any  kind.  - 
«*^  Saving  the  carraqks,  fhips,  &c.  of  all  Princes  and  ftates  keeping  league  and  amity  with  us,  , 
•*  and  not  denying  or  aftually  interrupting,  &g.  the  faid  free  navigation  in  the  feas  afore faid.  - 
**  Empowering  the  faid  Earl,  and  his  aflpciates,  in  anhoftile  manner,  by  force  of  army,  ftrata- 
**^  gem,  and  other  policy  of  war,  to  invade,  furprife,  ^anquifh,  retain,  pofTcfs,  ^and  keep  to  * 
•*  ourufe,  any  lands,  iflands,  cities,  caftles,  or  other  parts,  lying  and  being  within  die  con- 
tinent or  iflands  of  America,  or  clfewhere,  which  he  fhall  any  way  bring  under  his  power  ;  . 


ic 


«  therein  to  plant,  inhabit,  and  fortify,  or  elfe  to  demolifh  and  dcflroy  the  fame :  and  to 
:  .to  his  ufe  all  the  ammunition,  goods^  and  treafure  found  theixin,  ikc«^ 

Every 
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1637  Every  on«  may  prefently  gutfs,  that  this  private  expedition  was  intended  againft  the  Spanifii 
Weft  Indies :  for  although  there  was  then  peace  between  England  and  Spain  in  Europe,  yet 
there  never  had  been  any  proper  treaty  of  peace  between  thofe  nations,  relating  to  the  Weft  In- 
Indies,  t>r  other  parts  of  America;  concerning  all  which  parts,  the  pretenfions  of  the  crown 
of  Spain  ran  ftill  fo  high  as  to  claim  the  abfolute  fovereignty.  And  that  very  wild  and  arbi- 
trary claim  gave  a  reafonable  ground  for  other  maritime  nations  to  get  poffeffion  of  as  much  as 
they  could  of  thofe  undetermined  territories  :  whereas,  if  Spain  had  made  treaties  with  England 
and  France  in  thofe  early  days,  for  afcertaining  the  diftiiiA  property  of  each  of  the  faid  three 
nations  there,  fhe  might  at  this  day  have  preferved  her  claim  to  fome  parts  thereof,  which  the 
feeblenefs  of  that  monarchy  in  fucceeding  times  obliged  her  to  give  up.  This  intended  expe- 
dition, however,  probably,  did  not  fuccced ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  did  not  take  place,  fince 
none  of  our  naval  hiftorians  or  voyagers  make  any  mention  of  it.  ^ 

In  p.  191,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have,  "  King  Charles's  patent 
^*  to  Thomas  Earl  of  Berkfliire,  for  the  folc  ufe  of  his  new-invented  kiln,  for  the  drying  of 
**  malt  and  hops,  with  fea-coal,  turf,  peat,  or  any  other  cheap  fuel ;  with  power  to  him  to 
**  compound  for  a  fum  of  money,  to  be  paid  by  fuch  as  (hall  defire  to  ufe  his  faid  invention." 

Private  letter-carriers  between  England  and  France  we  find  were  ftill  in  ufe,  notwithftanding 
King  Cliarles's  proclamation,  in  the  year  1636,  and  alfo  King  Louis  the  Thirteenth's,  in  the 
fame  year,  both  prohibiting  the  fame.  In  confequence  of  an  agreement  between  thofe  two 
Princes,  the  route  of  the  public  pofts  was  from  Dover  to  Calais,  and  thence  to  Paris,  by  Bou- 
logne, Abbeville,  and  Amiens :  whereas  the  private  pofts  failed  from  Rye  to  Dieppe,  and 
thence  to  Paris.  Wherefore,  in  vol.  xx.  p.  192,  of  the  Foedera,  *'  King  Charles,  by  pro- 
•*  clamation,  forbids  any  letters  from  being  fent  from  Rye  td  Dieppe,  or  any  other  way  what- 
•*  ever,  but  from  his  poftmafter-general,  by  they  way  of  Calais,  as  above.  He  alfo  again  pro- 
**  hibits  all  private  pofta  at  home ;  hereby  renewing  his  former  declaration  of  the  feveral  rates 
**  of  poftage,  as  exhibited  under  the  year  1635." 

In  England,  gentlemen,  merchants,  and  traders,  not  long  before  this  time,  were  forced  ta 
employ  lefs  certain  carriers ;  or  clfc.were  at  the  greater  expence  of  fpecial  meflcngers  with  tlieir 
letters.  Univerfities  and  great  towns  had  their  own  particular  pofts  ;  and  the  fame  horfe,  or 
foot-poft,  went  quite  through  the  journey,  and  returned  with  other  letters,  without  having 
different  ftages,  as  at  prefent.  It  was  thus  praftifed  ftill  later  in  Scotland,  as  having  lefs  com« 
snerce  than  in  England. 

In  p.  199,  of  the  fame  volume,  in  the  lift  or  catalogue  of  offices  filled  up  in  England,  for 
llie  faid  year  1637,  we  meet  with  the  following  ones,  viz. 

"  Firft,  The  agency  for  the  fole  making  and  felling  of  all  counterpoifes,  or  weights  and 
**  grains ;  and  the  approving  and  allowing  of  all  balances  for  his  Majefty's  coins  or  money  of 
•*  gold,  within  England  and  Ireland. 

*'  Secondly,  The  office  of  meafurer  of  all  foieign  balks  and  timber. 

Thirdly,  The  office  of  agency  for  his  Majefty  to  grant  licences  to  fell^tobacco  by  retail. 
Fourthly,  The  office  of  intelligence  ;  and  of  entering  the  names  of  all  mafters,  miftrefles, 
''  and  fervants ;  and  of  all  goods  loft  and  found,  &c.  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  three 
'^  miles  diftant. 

**  Fifthly,  The  office  of  fealer  of  all  playing-cards  and  dice." 

In  the  fame  year,  we  find  another  monopoly  of  King  Charles,  though  not  in  tl^j^oedera. 
It  is  in  a  fmall  quarto  book,  publifhed  in  the  year  1655,  intitled,  England's  Grievance  dif^ 
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1637  covejfed  in  relation  to  the  Coal  Trade ;  where,  in  cap.  xxi.  it  is  faid,  that,  in  the  thirteenth 

year  of  his  reign,  he  grantedlo  Sir  Thomas  Tcmpeft,  and  others,  notwithftanding  the  former 
lexclufive  and  perpetual  right,  by  charter,  of  the  Hoftmcn^  of  Ncwcaftic,  '*  the  folc  power  of 
*•  felling  of  all  coals  exported  out  of  the  river  Tyne,  for  twenty-one  years." 

At  this  time  James,  Duke  of  Coarland,  made  a  confiderable  figure  in  naval  power  and 
commerce  :  he  built  a  good  number  of  ftout  Ihips  of  war,  and  alfo-fome  forts  on  the  coaft  of  - 
Guinea,  where  he  fettled  fadories  :  he  alfo  fettled  a  colony  on  the  iflc  of  Tobago  in  the  Weil: 
Indies :  fo  that  King  Charles  Guftavus,  of  Sweden,  is  reported  fometirae  after  this  to  have 
pleafantly  faid,  <'  my  couiin  of  Courland  is  too  great  for  a  Duke,  and  too  little  for  a  King." 
But  as  that  Dutchy  had  not  a  fufficiency  of  materials  and  manufactures  for  a  great  commerce, 
and  that  the  fupcrior  genius  of  that  Prince  died  with  him,  Courland  after  his  death  funk  to 
its  former  proper  and  intrinfic  value. 

By  an  order  of  King  Charles  and  his  Council,  in  this  lame  year,  as  appears  by  all  the 
London  hiftoriographers  of  that  age,  that  King,  who  delighted  too  much  in  copying  after  any 
arbitrary  order  of  other  nations,  commanded  "  all  the  London  filverfmithd  to  live  in  Gold* 
fmith's-row,  "  being  thefouth  fides  of  the  two  famous  ftreets  of  London  named  Cheapfide 
"  and  Lombard-ftreet."  The  cruelty  and  abfurdity  of  this  almoft  frantic  order  is  fo  obvious 
to  every  one,  that  it  is  necdlefs  to  make  any  further  animadverfion  on  it.  Poflibly,  fuch  as 
were  to  be  indulged  in  this  cafe  paid  fufficiently  for  it. 

The  firft  Europeai^s  who  fettled  in  that  part  of  America,  fince  named  New  Jerfey,  and  in 
.  part  of  Penfylvania,  were  Swedes :  we  cannot  fix  the  exa£k  year,  although  probably  about 

1637,  but  it  was  hoj^Fcver  in  Queen  Chriftina*s  reign.  They  are  faid,  through  our  unac- 
countable fupinenefs,  to  have  er-eded  three  towps  therein  very  early,  whofe  names  ftill  re- 
main, viz.  Gottenburg,  Helfingburg,  aiid  Ghriftina*  Yet  the  Swedes,  not  being  fo  induf- 
trious  as  ]their  neighbours,  the  Dutch  of  Ne^.pJidderland,  now  New  York,  were  by  them 
difpofleffed  of  the  northern  part,  whi<fh  .they  nam^Jfli  in  Latin,  Nova  Belgia.  But,  as  neither 
Swedes  nor  Dutch  had  any  right  to  fettle  there,  that  country  being  part  of  our  province  of 
Virginia,  as  then  fo  called  ;  the  Duke  pf  York,  as  we  (hall  fee,  made  no  fcruple  to  difpoflcfs 
tliem  both,  in  the  year  1664. 

1638  By  the  quarto  treatife  already  quoted  updcr  the  foregoing  year,  and  entitled,  England's 
Grievance  difcovered  in  relation  to  the  Coal  Trade,  chap.  xxii.  we  learn,  that,  in  the  year 

1638,  King  Charles  incorporated  a  Company  of  Coal  Monopolizers,  viz.  Thomas  Horth  and 
other  maftets  .of  Ihips,  **  who  were  impowered  to  buy  all  coals  exported  from  the  ports  of 
•*  Sunderland,  Newcaftle,  Blithe,  and  Berwick,"  paying  to  that  King  one  Ihilling  per  chal- 
dron cuftom.  •*  And  to  fell  them  again  to  the  city  of  London,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
*'  feycnteen  fhillings  per  chaldron  in  fummer,  and  nineteen  fhillings  in  winter;  provided  they 
"  bad  a  free  market  and  a  juft  meafurc  at  Newqaftle,  &c."  As  this  is  not  the  fame  grant  as 
that  in  the  preceding  year,  it  is  probable  the  latter  was  revoked. 

Tlie  French  fleet,  under  the  Archbilhop  of  Bourdcaux,  now  beats  the  Spanifli  fleet  of 
galcons,  af  which  they  took  feveral ;  and,  in  the  fame  year,  the  gallies  of  Marfeillcs  vanquifli- 
cd  thofe  of  Spain,  near  Genoa. 

The  Dutch,  from  Batavja,  worfted  the  Portuguefe  at  Ceylon,  in  this  year,  both  at  fca,  and 
on  land  :  wlicreupon  the  former  took  poffcflion  of  their  forts  on  that  ifland.     Upon  which, 
the-Emperor,  as  the  voyagers  of  thofe  times  t!»ink  proper  to  call  him,  or  King  of  Candy,  con- 
cludes a  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  and  grants  them  many  privileges,  and  a  rc-imburfement  of 
Vol.  II.  3  B  the 
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1638  the  charges  of  their  expeditions  againft  the  Portuguefe*  to  be  paid  in  cinnatnon,  pepper,  car* 
•damoms,  indigo,  wax,  &c.  with  great  prefents  £bnt  to  Batavia. 

In  purfuance  of  two  a£ts  of  Parliament,  of  the  thirty^ninth  and  forty-third  of  Q^een  Elir 
zabetb,  for  the  true  making  of  clotfa»  direAing  all  kinds  of  woollen  cloth»  brought  for  fale  to 
London,  to  be  £rft  carried  to  Blackwdi-hall,  the  common  cloth  market  for  the  faid  city,  to 
be  there  fearched  and  fealed ;  and  of  King  James's  proclamation,  in  his  eleventh  year,  direct- 
ing, that  all  forts  of  vendible  cloths,  bayes,  felts,  fays,  Huffs,  as  well  old  as  new  draperies,, 
made  in  England  and  Wales,  Ihould  be  brought  to  the  faid  Blackwell-hall,  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe  ;  King  Charles  publifhed  a  proclamation  to  the  fame  effeft ;  as  alfo  to  prevent  thofe  who, 
to  elude  the  faid  laws,  make  contracts  for  thofe  woollen  goods  in  the  country,  and  bring 
them  afterwards  to  London,  to  inns,  warehoufes,  &c.  to  be  there  fold;  whereby,  £iys  the 
King,  much  deceit  and  damage  redoundeth  to  our  fubjefts,  and  difcredit  to  our  cloths  in 
foreign  parts ;  and  alfo  the  poor  children  of  Chrift-hofpital,  in  London,  are  defrauded  of  the 
duties  of  hallage  there,  appointed  for  their  relief^-^Foedcra,  vol.  xx.  p.  221. 

In  this  lame  volume,  p.  223,  of  the  Foedera,  **  King  Charles  commands,  by  bis  proclama-^ 
tion,  ail  merchants,  and  mafters  of  fhips,  ice,  not  to  fet  forth  any  fhip  or  (hips  with  paf- 
fengers  or  provUions  for  New  Er>gland,  without  his  or  his  Privy  Council's  fpecial  licence, 
**  for  divers  weighty  and  important  caufes  well  known  to  us."  This  was  for  reftraining  the^ 
Puritans  from  going  to  New  England ;  who,  at  this  time,  flocked  thither  in  great  numbers, 
to  enjoy  that  liberty  in  a  wildernefs  which  every  man  has  an  undoubted  right  to,  demeaning 
himfelf  in  a  peaceable  manner,  in  his  native  land.  Moft  cruel  therefore  was  the  proceeding 
of  this  King  in  regard  to  thofe  people  ;  on  the  one  hand,  to  perfecute  them  at  home,  and,  on 
the  other,  to  prevent  their  withdrawing  from  fuch  perfecution. 

The  faid  Prince's  proclamation,  in  the  iixth  year  of  his  reign,  having  prohibited  any  raw 
filk  from  being  dyed  before  the  gum  be  fair  boiled  off;  **  being  now  better  informed  by  mer- 
**  chants,  mercers,  iiHc-nen,  and  filk-^wtavets,  that  there  is  a  fort  of  liik  called  hard  filk,  dyed 
*"*  upon  the  gum,  neceflarily  ufed  in  the  making  of  tufted  tafFeties,  figured  fattins,  fine  flight 
•<  ribbons,  and  ferret  ribbons,  both  black  and  coloured ;  and  although  it  be  dyed  upon  the 
*•  gum,  yet  will  it  not  be  increafed  in  weight  above  the  limitations  following^  viz.  the  pound 
•*  weight  of  raw  or  thrown  filk  not  to  exceed  ftxteen  ounces  when  dyed  into  any  coloured  hard 
**  filk,  witii  half  an  ounce  at  moft  for  remedy ;  and  beir^  dyed  into  Spanifh  black  hard  filk 
•*  not  to  exceed  nineteen  ounces  when  dyed,  without  any  addition  for  remedy.  Wherefore, 
*«  in  this  year  1638,  ibid.  p.  223,  he  direds  his  laft-named  fchemeto  take  place..  And  he 
"  further  direfts,  that  no  hard  filk  be  ufed  or  mixed  in  the  making  of  any  other  manufaftures 
*'  of  filk  than  the  above-named  ones.  Alfo,  that  none  fhall  import  any  itufFs  or  other  ma- 
**  nufaftures  made  or  mixed  with  hard  filk,  other  than  tufted  tafFaties  and  figured  fattins  ;  nor 
''  any  ilirfFs  whatfoever  made  or  mixed  with  filk,  which  fhall  not  be  ia  breadth  a  full  half  yard 
•*  nail  and  half  nail  within  the  lifts,  on  forfeiture  thereof." 

That  King  having  lately  incorporate^  the  makers,  in  London,  of  hats  and  caps  of  beaver 
wool;  **  and  the  wearing  of  beaver  hats,  lays  the  King,  ibid,  p^  230,  being  of  late  become 
**  much  in  ufe  by  thofe  of  rank  and  quality ;  l>e  therefore  prohibits  the  importation  of  any 
^'  hats  or  caps  of  beaver,*  or  of  any  other  fort  whatever :  and  that  none  fhall  make  any  hats 
•*  for  the  future  but  freemen  of  that  corporation*  Alfo,  that  no  hair,  wool,  or  other  fluff, 
^*  be  by  the  faid  hat  makers  mixed  with  their  beaver  wool  in  hat  making :  nor  fhall  any  hats, 
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1638  **  called  demy-^caflors,  be  henceforth  made  to  be  ibid  here ;  but^  as  tltey  are  demanded  iu 
^*  foreign  parts,  they  may  be  exported  beyond  fca," 

In  p.  734,  itid*  **  King  Charks  repeals  all  the  reftraints  he  Iiad  lately  l^id  oa  maimers  or 
**  malt  makers,  m  the  year  1636." 

In  p.  24ir  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  the  wine  merxrhants 
^nd  vintners,  of  England,  having  agreed  to  pay  forty  (hillings  per  ton  to  King  Charles  for  all 
the  vfines  ttey  ihould  import^  that  King,  in  return,  ^^  prohibits  the  wine  coopeis,  who  had 
**  already  crept  into  the  wine  trade^  from  importing  wines." 

By  tlie  fame  record  it  alfo  appears,  that  licences  for  retailing  of  wines  were  then  under  the 
management  of  the  Vintner's  Company,  for  hi*  Majefty's  benefit.  The  King  alfo  hereby 
direds,  tbut  *^  the  cnftom  of  retailing  of  wines  in  bottles  and  other  undue  meafuves  be  laid 
<'  a£& ;  and  that  all  wines  be  retailed  by  juA  meafares  alone." 

Bigotry  in  religion^  ever  obftruAive  of  the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  an  unaccountable 
bias  to  the  old  htw^,  before  commerce  became  confiderable  in  England,  had  fo  blinded  King 
Charles  and  his  Minillry,  that  many  procjUmaffons  and  orders  were  now  made  which  were 
very  hurtful  to  the  due  freedom  of  commerce :  of  which  weaknefs  we  have  already  feen 
vaFi<^xis  inftances  :  and  in  p.  aio,  of  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  one  more 
example  thereof.  It  is  in  a  tedious  proclamation,  "  for  reforming  of  abufes  in  the  manu« 
<*  faAure  and  breadths  of  filks  and  ftuffs  of  foreign  materials,  fuch  as  velvets,  plufties,  tifTues, 
**  gold  and  lilver  ftvffs,  damaflcs,  tafiatiea»  garters»  ribbons,  and  laces ;  hereby  impowering 
<'  the  Weavers  Company  of  London  to  admit  fiich  a  competent  number  of  fuch  perfons,  as 
*^  well  ftrangers  as  natives,  into  the  freedom  of  their  Company,  as  had  exercifed  the  trade  of 
"  weaving  at  leaft  one  whole  year  before  the  date  of  the  new  charter,  which  he  had  in  this 
**  fame  year  granted  to  that  Company,  who  fhall  be  conformable  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and 
'•  the  conftitutions  of  the  church  of  England." 

What,  in  the  name  of  common  lenfe,  had  the  confiitution  of  any  church  to  do  with  the 
trade  of  weaving.  What  other  qualification  could  be  requifite  in  weaving,  but  that  the  weaver 
(hould  be  a  peaceable  fubjeft,  and,  coniidering  thofe  times,  a  Proteftant  of  fome  denomina* 
tion  or  other.  • 

In  p.  278,  ibiJ.  we  have  King  Charleses  proclamation  for  a  very  praile-worthy  purpofe,  in 
this  fiime  year,  viz.  **  for  dedoAing  fix-pence  per  month  from  fea  officers  pay,  and  four-pence 
per  mt)nth  from  all  fajlor's  wages,  in  the  merclunts  fervice,  in  the  port  of  London ;  to  be 
applied  for  the  relief  of  maimed,  Ihipwrecked,  or  otherwife  diflrefled  failors  in  the  mer- 
chants fervice ;  and  of  the  poor  widows  and  children  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  killed  or  lofl  in 
merchandizing  voyages.     This  money  to  be  under  the  management  of  the  corporation  of 
the  Trinity-houfe,  then  kept  at  Ratcliff.     Excepting,  however,  failors  in  tlie  Eaft  India 
**  Company's  fervice ;  who  had  even  fo  early  as  this  time,  as  they  fiill  have,  a  provifion  of 
**  this  kind  fettled  on  them." 

r^  In  our  own  days  a  charitable  corporation,  for  tliis  good  purpofe,  has  lately  been  erefied 
in  London,  fupported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  merchants,  &c. 

In  this  fame  ye^r.  King  Charles  fomewhat  relaxes  in  his  fhip  money,  for  the  fucceeding 
year  1639,  as  appears  in  p.  286,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera.  For  although 
it  is  faid  to  be  levied  all  over  England,  as  in  the  two  preceding  years,  yet  it  was  now  to  be 
only  for  eighteen  thips  andjpinnaccs :  but  how  the  aflefihient  for  this  levy  was  made  does  not 
appear  in  the  Fcedera.     The  clamour  which  took  place  on  the  levying  of  it  at  all,  without 
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1639  '*  XV.  Sliips  and  merchandize  wrecked  on  the  coaib  of  either  contrafling  party  may  be 
**  freely  claimed  by  the  proper  owners  ;  and  the  natives  of  thofe  coafts  Ihall  not  injare  nor 
*•  obftruft  them,  but  Ihall  rather  be  ready  to  affift  them,  being  paid  for  their  trouble. 

XIX.  And  becaufe  the  ifles  of  Orkney  and  of  Shetland  cannot  well  be  omitted  to  be 
mentioned  in  this  treaty,  it  is  now  agreed,  that,  during  the  lives  of  both  Kings,,  and  the 
Hfe  of  the  longeft  liver  of  them,  nothing  fliall  be  moved  or  treated  of  concerning  them." 

^od  omnts  inde  tra^atus  qutefcit.     *•  Saving  always,  neverthelcfs,  the  right  or  preteiifions  of 
••  their  fucccflbrs. 

XX.  Nothing  tn  this  treaty  fhall  derogate  from  former  ones,  unlefs  where  exprefsly  Fe« 
pealed  by  the  prefent  treaty. 

There  are  fome  things  particularly  remarkable  in  tlie  foregoing  treaty.    'As^ 
Firft,  The  poor  naval  afllftance  to  be  afforded  to  either  party. 
Secondly,  In  keeping  up  ftill  the  old  article  of  the  prohibited  places  of  Weftmony  aikl  Icc- 

land,  which  were  not  to  be  traded  to  without  a  fpecial  licence  from  the  crown  of  Denmark. 
And, 

Thirdly,  The  Danifh  monarch  tacitly  keeping  up  his  pretentions  to  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
:9fter  the  crown  of  Scotland  had  quietly  poflfeiled  thofe  ifles  for  fo  many  centuries.  To  which 
ifles  the  Danifh  crown  had  renounced,  by  treaty,  all  former  claims  long  before  this  time.  All 
which  is  now  quite  obfokte,  and  is  befides  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  it  requires  no  further 
animadverfion. 

King  Charles  being  at  York,  on  the  ninth  of  April  1639,  going  to  fupprefs  the  Sco^fh  re* 
bellion,  he  found  himfelf  obliged,  for  the  quieting  the  minds  of  his  people,  to  publifh  the 
following  proclamation,  for  revoking  many  of  bis  illegal  grants  and  monopolies ;  as  it  appears 
in  p.  340,  of  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  viz. 

**  Whereas  divers  grants,  licences,  privileges,  and  commifSons,  had  been  procured  from 
*'  him,  oh  pretences  for  the  common  good  and  profit  of  his  fubjeds^  which  fince,  upon  ex* 

perience,  have  been  found  to  be  prejudicial  and  inconvenient  to  his  people, — and  in  their 

execution  have  been  notorioufly  abufed :  he  is  now  pleafed,  of  his  mere  grace  and  favour, 
^<  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  thefe  following  to  be  utterly  void  and  re- 
*•  voked,  viz. 

*^  I.  Acommifliontovchiiigcfottages  and  in -mates."  This  was  granted  laft  year,  tocom« 
pound  with  all  fuch  as  had  built  cottages,  without  four  acres  of  land  annexed  to  each  of 
them ;  and  with  fuch  as  fufFered  in-mates,  or  more  £imilies  than  one,  to  rcfide  in  any  of  the 
faid  cottages. 

**  2.  A  commiifion  touching  fcrlveners  and  brokers. 

**  3.  — — —  For  compounding  with  oflFenders  touching  tobacco,'*  i.  e.  fuch  'as  fold  it 
without  tlie  King's  flamp. 

«  4, For  compounding  with  offenders  for  tranfporution  of  butter  beyond  fea," 

without  his  flamp  and  licence. 

5.  — —  For  compounding  with  offenders,  for  im^porting  or  ufing  of  Logwood. 

6. —  For  compounding  with  fherifis,  for  felling  their  undcr-fhcrifFs  places. 

7.  For  compounding  for  the  deflruAion  of  woods,  by  iron  works. 

8.  ■   ■     For   concealments  and  encroachments   within   twenty    miles  of  Lcn* 
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"  9.'  ■'  For  a  licence  to  export  flieep  Ikins  and  lamb  fluns. 
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1639      **  to.  A  comipiilion  for  compounding  with  the  dreflers  of  venifoni  pheafants,  Aad  par^ 
"  tridges,  in  inns,  alehoafes»  ordinaries,  and  taverns. 

♦«  II,    ■  For  liccnfing  of  brewers. 

««  12.  — For  the  folc  tranfporting  of  lamperns. 

«i  1 2,     I  For  weighing  of  hay  and  ftraw. 

««  14.  —_— .—  For  an  office  of  regifter  to  the  CommiflSon  of  Bankrupts,   in  divers 
•*  counties. 

••  15.  '  For  gauging  of  red  herrings. 

<«  16.  ■  For  the  marking  of  iron  made  in  England. 

«  ly.  — __  For  the  fealing  of  bone-lace. 

*«  18.  For  the  marking  and  gauging  of  butter  cafks, 

•«  ig.  "  Foir  the  privilege  of  uling  kelp  and  fca-weed. 

4i  20.  ■  For  fealing  of  linen  cloths. 

•*  21.  — —  For  the  gathering  of  rs^s. 

•*  22.  — — —  For  a  grant  of  a  factory  for  Scofifh  merdiants. 

c<  22.  — —  For  fearcfaing  and  fealing  of  foreign  hops. 

•*  24.  — —  For  the  fealing  of  buttons. 

*^  25.  AH  grants  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  before  judgment  granted. 

^'*  26.  All  patents  for  new  inventions,  not  put  in  praflice  within  three  years  from  the  date 
•*  of  their  refpeftive  grants. 

27.  Laftly,  The  feveral  grants  of  incorporation  to  hatband-makers,  gutftring-makers,. 

fpeftacle-makers,  comb--makers,  tobacco-pipe-makers,  butchers,  and  horncrs. 

And  the  King  herein  declares,  that  a  writ  oi  t^uo  warranto  ov  fcire  facias  fliall  be  iffiicd  to 
<^  recal  die  faid  grants  and  patents,  unlefs  they  do  voluntarily  furrender  them." 

f:^*  By  thefe  and  all  other  projefts  of  fmall  note  the  King  was  reckoned  to  have  raifed  about 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly ;  according  to  the  book,  intitled,  The  Royal  Treafury  , 
of  England.     0£tavo,  Londbn,  printed  in  the  year  1725,  p.  284. 

In  this  fame  year,  p.  342,  of  the  fame  volume,  ''  that  King  being  informed,  that  fundry 
**  merdiants,  notwithftanding  his  proclamation  of  laft  year  to  the  contrary,  did  continue  to^ 

trade  in  woollen  goods  to  other  ports  of  Germany  and  the  Netherlands,  than  to  the  mait- 

towns  or  ftaple-towns  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company ;  he  now  renews  that  pro- 

damation,  and  prolongs  the  time  formerly  allowed  them  to  keep  their  freedom  in  that  fel- 
**  lowfliip.  He  alfp  hereby  ftriftly  prohibits  the  exportation  beyond  fca  of  wool,  woolfels, 
•*  woollen-yarn,  fullers-earth,  and  tobacco-pipe-clay,  (now,"  fays  the  King,  "  found  to  be 
**  of  the  fame  nature  and  ufe  with  fullers-earth ;)  by  the  exportation  whereof,"  he  is  inform- 
ed, **  there  is  a  great  decay  of  the  woollen  manufacture." 

In  p.  334,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles,  in  the  faid  year  1639, 
«*  revokes  much  of  the  extravagant  power  and  authority  which  he  had  formerly  granted  to* 
^  the  clerk  of  the  market  of  his  houfhold,  and  to  the  water  bailiif :   as  alfo  his  charter  of  in- 
corporation to  the  makers  of  bricks  and  tiles,  near  London  and  Weftminftcr,  as  being- 
*<  found  hurtful.     Alfo  that  the  iflues  of  jurors  fhall  not  be  farmed,  as  being  a  grievance  to 

many  of  his  fubjefts."    . 

In  p.  346,  Ibid.  **  that  King  grants  a'  commiflion  of  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Peter 

Richaut,  merchant,  treafurer  of  the  Fifhery  Company,  concerning  oppreffions  and  wrongs 

done  by  him  to  feveral  poor  tradcfmen  dealing  with  that  Company.— To  enquire  alfo,  whe- 
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1639  **  thcr  the  fiock  of  that  Company  be  dimmiflicd  :  and,  if  fo,  how  it  came  to  be  fo:— alfo  to 
enquire  into  all  other  matters  relating  to  the  laid  Filhcry  Company  ;  and  into  the  means, 
for  the  future,  of  fettling  the  faid  fiihery  buiinefs,  for  the  beft  advantage  of  the  common*  . 
wealth  of  our  kingdoms  :  to  the  end,  that,  upon  return  of  the  faid  commiffion,  it  may 
appear  which  way  fo  worthy  an  undertaking,  for  the  honour  of  us  and  the  common  good 
of  our  fubjeds,  -maybe  advanced,  &c."     We  may  here  obfervc,  that  feveral  of  tlie  mono- 
polies and  proje&s  before-named,    which  the  King  now  revokes,    are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Fcedera;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  many  mentioned  in  that  noble  colleflion  are 
not  now  mentioned  to  be  revoked. — ^  This  Prince  was,  to  his  very  laft  breath,  ever  too 
late,  either  in  redreffing  of  grievances,  or  in  other  refpefts  complyiiig  with  his  people's  juft 
complaints. 

In  the  fame  year  1639,  and  p.  357,  of  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  **  King 
Charles's  commiilion  to  five  pcrfons  to  repair  to  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  to  remove  the 
then  pretended  governor  of  it,  who  prefumed  to  continue  to  aft  as  fuch,  after  another  had 
been  appointed  by  James  Earl  of  Carlifle."     It  recites,  **  that  Barbadoes  was  efteemed  one 
of  the  Caribbee  iflcs,  and  a  part  of  the  then  fo  called  province  of  Carlifle,  in  America, 
granted  to  James  Hay,  the  late  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  to  his  heirs,"  as  already  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  part  of  this  work.     It  feems,  "  that  this  pretended  governor,  Captain  Henry 
*^  Haw  ley,  had  only  had  a  commiilion  from  the  King,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  for 
treating  with  the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  and  of  other  ifland  colonies,  concerning  a  mo- 
deration to  be  held  in  the  planting  of  tobacco ,"  fugar  not  being  as  yet  produced  in  any  of 
them,  *'  and  for  regulating  the  prices  thereof;  and  for  none  other  employment  intended  by 
**  us,"  fays  the  King.     **  Under  colour  of  which  he  took  on  himfelf  the  ftilc  of  Lieutenant* 
*•  general  and  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  &c." 

In  this  year  1639,  the  Englifli  firft  fettled  on  the  pleafant  ifle  of  St.  Lucta,  one  of  the  Ca- 
ribbee ifles,  within  fcven  leagues  of  Martinico,  feven  alfo  from  St.  Vincents,  and  twenty-four 
from  Barbadoes ;  being  twenty-four  miles  in  length  and  eleven  in  breadth ;  abounding  with 
plenty  of  timber,  proper  for  houfes  and  mills,  with  which  the  neighbouring  iflcs,  both  Eng- 
lifli and  French,  are  ftill  fupplied.    Jt  has  alfo  plenty  of  fuftic  and  cocoa;  and  good  harbours 
and  anchoring  places.     Two  years  after,  the  Englifli  governor  and  moft  of  his  people  were 
murdered  by  the  Caribbean  natives,  and  the  reft  driven  out  of  the  ifland,  by  the  inftigation, 
as  was  fufpefted,  of  the  French  at  Martinico,  though  difowned  by  the  French  governor. 
Neither  did  the  French,  at  that  time,  nor  for  many  years  after,  form  any  pretenflons  to  that 
ifland  : — But,  during  the  civil  wars  of  England,  between  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  his  Par- 
Jiament,  Monfieur  Parquot,  from  Martinico,  fent  forty  Frenchmen  to  take  pofleflion  of  St. 
Lucia  ;  which  the  French  call  St.  Alouzie,  but  the  Caribbeans,  being  as  much  at  enmity  with 
the  French  as  with  the  Englifli,  killed  two  of  their  governors  and  many  of  their  people,  and 
maintained  their  independence,  till  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second. 

Amongft  the  offices  (in  p.  381,  of  vol.  xx.  of  the  Fcedera)  which  we  find  to  have  been  filled 
up  in  the  faid  year  1639,  by  King  Charles,  there  is  one,  **  For  furvcying  of  garacfters  ufing 
the  excrcife  of  wreftling,  in  any  place  or  places  within  the  compafs  or  diftance  of  three 
miles  of  the  city  of  London  ;"  vvhich  we  only  remark  for  its  feeming  Angularity.  Every 
age  has  its  peculiar  diyerfions  and  cuftoms  ;  and  though  this  may  appear  ftrange  in  our  age,  it 
was  probably  in  great  vogue  at  that  time,  even  perhaps  (as  much  as  cricket  lately  was)  by  per- 
sons of  high  rank. 

Between 
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1639  Between  the  years  1630  and  1640,  whilft  there  were  no  Parliaments  in  England,  the  Hoi* 
landers  carried  on  a  raoft  profitable  commerce,  to  the  Englifh  American  plantations  ;  there 
not  being  then  any  legal  prohibition  of  foreign  (hipping  reforting  tliither. 

In  the  former  part  of  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  the  divifions  and  confufions  in 
France,  during  his  minority,  were  great  obftruftions  to  the  promoting  of  commerce.  On 
tlie  other  hand,  the  Proteftants  of  France  became  thereby  fo  confiderable,  as,  at  length,  to 
conduft  their  affairs  independently,  and  more  like  a  free  republic,  than  as  fubjefts.  This 
cotifidcration  drew  R-ichlieu's  vengeance  on  thofe  poor  people,  by  the  fiege  and  taking  of*  Ro- 
chelle,  their  capital  city,  which  was  become  a  kind  of  emporium  for  their  commerce.  Dr. 
Heylin,  in  his  Cofmography,  fays,  that  when  befieged,  it  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  mer- 
chants in  it,  each  worth  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns.  After  which,  that  Cardinal,  as  we 
have  feen,  firfl  began  to  form  a  confiderable  royal  navy  about  this  time ;  riie  French  having  be- 
fore had  fcarcdy  any  good  fhips  of  war  of  their  own, — but  made  ufe  of  the  Ihips  of  other  na- 
tions occafionally.  "  I  doubt,"  fays  Dr.  Heylin  on  this  occafion,  •'  fome  neighbouring 
*•  princes  in  the  mean  time,  looked  not  well  about  them.'* 
3640  This  memorable  year  1640,  was  propitious  to  the  commerce  of  England,  and  of  other  na- 
tions, on  account  of  the  great  revolution  in  Portugal,  when  John  Duke  of  Braganza  found 
means  to  drive  out  the  Spaniards,  and  to  afcend  the  throne  of  Portugal  by  the  name  of  Kiag 
John  the  Fourth.  For,  while  Spain  was  able  to  fupply  their  American  provinces  with  the 
filk,  fpiccs,  calicoes,  &c.  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  Ihe  thereby  not 
only  had  more  of  her  own  American  treafurc  Jeft  in  her  hands  ;  but,  moreover,  England  and 
other  flatcs  had  not  till  now  fo  great  a  call  for  their  merchandize,  wherewith  to  fupply  Spain 
and  its  American  provinces.  But,  fince  Spain  lofl  Portugal,  andcenfequently  the  Portuguefc 
fettlements  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  having  few  or  no  manufaftures,  and  but  little  produft  of  her 
own,  wines  excepted,  for  fupplying  of  her  American  provinces,  the  Englifh,  Dutch,  and  Ham- 
burghers,  and,  lateftofall,  the  French  have,  more  abfolutely  than  formerly,  fupplied  Spain 
with  the  great  bulk  of  their  commodities  and  manufa£lures,  both  for  her  home  confumption, 
and  the  much  greater  one  of  her  vafl  American  territories.  Ceuta,  however,  having  a  Spanilh 
^arrifon,  did  not  revolt  to  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  as  the  reft  of  the  Portugucfe  territories  had 
done ;  but  remains  to  this  day,  in  the  pofleflion  of  Spain. 

It  has  not  proved  fo  favourable  to  the  commerce  and  other  interefls  of  the  refl  of  Europe, 
that  France  gained,  in  this  fame  year,  fo  much  the  afcendant  over  Spain,  both  by  protefting 
the  revolted  Catalans,  and  by  taking  from  her  the  city  of  Arras,  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
Artois,  by  the  Flemings  till  then  deemed  impregnable. 

King  Charles,  being  in  this  fame  year  1640,  engaged  in  preparing  for  a  religious  war  with 
the  Scots,  and  not  as  yet  flooping  to  call  an  Englifh  Parliament  for  a  fupply,  he  fell  on  very 
extraordinary  methods  for  raifing  money  ;  amongfl  others,  he  bought,  this  year,  upon  credit,' 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  all  their  pepper,  which  he  fold  out  again  for  ready  money.  In  a 
ftated  account  of  money  jdifburfed  out  of  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  for  the  navy,  to  the 
-gth  of  June  1642,  we  find  the  following  payment,  viz.  "  To  tlie  Eafl  India  Company,  in 
part  of  a  debt  owing  to  them  by  his  Majefly,  for  pepper,  bought  by  my  Lord  Cottington, 
nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  fourteen  fhillings  and  fcven  pence." 
In  King  Qiarles's  fpecial  commlffion  for  making  provifion,  in  the  faid  year  1640,  for  his 
army  going  againft  Scotland,  we  find,  that  bows  and  arrows  were  then  flill  in  ufe  ;  and  that 
ftoncfhot,  or  cannot  bullets  of  flone,  as  well  as  of  iron,  were  ftill  in  ufe  alfo,  for  their  fire- 
artillery. — Foedcra,  vol.  xx.  p.  417. 
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1640  King  Charles  being  in  this  fame  year  informed,  that  a  tin  mine  was  lately  difcovered  in 
Barbary*  {ibid,  p.  423)  and  being,  on  that  account,  appreheniive  of  the  decreafe  of  hb  re- 
venue from  the  tia  mi^es  of  Cornwall  and  Devonlhire,  **  by  proclamation,  prohibits  the 
'^  importation  of  foreign  tip,  as  alfo  the  carrying,  in  any  Englifh  ihipping,  the  tin  of  Bar-* 
^  bary  to  any  other  place  whatever.  Alfo,  for'the  promoting  of  the  confumption  of  Eng- 
*^  liih  tint  and  pewter  in  his  realms,  he  dire&s,  that  all  the  meafures  fof  wine,  ale,  beer,  &c« 
^  to  be  ufed  in  taverns,  viAualling-houfes,  fhops,  &c.  (ball  be  of  tin  or  pewter,  and  fhall  be 
••  ftamped  or  fealed/* 

In  p.  43P,  of  the  fame  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  meet  with  the  firft  mention 
of  a  Conful  General  for  England  at  Alicant  in  Spain  :  the  preamble  of  whofe  commiilion  runs 
as  follows : 

**  Whereas  we  are  given  to  underftand,  how  convenient  and  neceilHry  it  is  for  the  good  of 
**  our  loving  fubje6ls  trading  to  Alicant,  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  to  have  fome  perfon  of 
^  judgement  and  experience,  that  is  able  to  govern  and  direA  them  in  their  juft  and  lawful 
^  ocpafions,  to  be  placed  and  appointed  as  Conful  there :  know  ye,  &c." 

*•  ThisConful's  allowances  were  to  be,  the  ancient  allowance  of  two  ducats  on  every 

Britiih  fhip  trading  to  that  pprt,  and  alfo  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  for  all  merchandize  of 

(hips  trading  thither." 

King  Charles's  inability  to  oppofe  the  Scotifh  army,  now  preparing  to  march  to  the  borders 
of  England,  obliging  him  at  length  to  call  an  Englifh  Parliament,  fo  much  againft  his  wili» 
after  twelve  years- in termilGon ;  he  began  with  demanding  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  fuffi* 
cient  fupply  for  this  war  :  and  he  alfo  further  alleged  to  the  Parliament,  that  all  the  neighbour- 
ing princes  were  preparing  great  fleets  of  Ihips  :— and  alfo,  th;it  the  Algerines  were  become  fo 
infolent,  lince  they  had  prepared  ho  fewer  than  fixty  fail  of  ihips,  that  they  had  taken  divers 
Englifh  fhips,  and  particularly  one,  called  the  Rebecca  of  London,  taken  on  the  Spanifh 
coaft,  and  worth  at  leaf);  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds.     But  the  Hpufe  of  Com- 
mons thought  the  immediate  redrefs  of  their  many  grievances  to  be  of  greater  importance  than 
his  immediate  fupply  forthe  above<-named  war,  &c.     This  incenfed  the  King  fo  muqh,  that  be 
l^aftily  and  very  angrily  difTolved  his  Parliament,  before  any  one  zd  had  been  paiTed  ;  which, 
as  my  Lord  Clarendon  owns,  he  immediately  after  repented  of.     For  fupplying  his  prefenf 
wants,  therefore,  without  a  Parliament,  he  took  feveral  extraordinary  methods  of  raifing  mo^ 
ney  ;  fuch  zs-  Coat  and  Conduft  Money  from  every  county  ; — an  exorbitant  fine  laid  on  the 
city  of  London,  for  having,  as  he  alleged,  occupied  more  lands  in  Ireland  than  was ,  granted ' 
by  their  charter  :  but  the  true  reafon>  was,  their  refufintg  him- a  loan  of  two  hundred  thoufand  s 
pounds  ;  which  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  forcibly  borrowed  of  the  merchants 
who  had  lodged  their  money,  in  the  King's  mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  ■(  which  place,  as  ^ 
dfewhere  obferved,.  before  banking  with  goldfroiths  came  into  ufeki  London,  wa»  till  now*' 
made  a  kind  of  bank  or  repofitory  for. merchants^ therein  fafely  to  lodge  their  money  ;  but' 
which,  after  this  compulfory  loan,  for  fo  it  was,  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,-  was- never 
after  trufted  in  d>at  way  anymore,  although  the  King  gave  the  lenders  the  fecurityx>f  his- 
cuftoms. — (See  this  violence  more  clearly  related  by  Sir  William. Temple,  under  the  year 
167a,  who  makes  it  to  be  done  in  1638;  which  is  indeed  more  probable,  though  not  material.) , 
— A  fubfcriptidn  has  alfo  beea  made^  for  his  prefent  fupply,  by  his  privy-counfellors  and  fa- 
vourites. Lord  Straflbrd  alone  fubfcribing  twenty  thoufand  pounds.     And,  befide  all  thefe, 
the  Clergy  in  Convocation,  which,  contrary  to  all'cuftom,  fat  after  the  diflblution  of  this  Pax* 
liament,  graated  him  fix  fiibiidies^  oftweaty  ttu»ulaad  pounds  eachfiibfidy/  to  be  paid  in::fix 
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^640  years,  at  the  rate  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  according  to  tlie  Taluation  of  their  livings, 
&c.  in  the  King's  books.  Yet,  after  all  thefe  aids,  and  the  fhip-money  likewife,  the  King 
finding  himfelf  unable  to  maintain  his  army  of  twenty-four  riioufand  men,  for  three  months 
only,  for  lefs  tiian  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  he  was  neceffitated  to  conclude  a  temporary 
treaty  with  comdiiffioners  from  tlie  Scotifh  army ;  he  having  utterly  loft  the  hearts,  and 
tonlequently  the  purfes,  of  die  great  body  of  his  people ;  that  army  having  moreover  de- 
feated part  of  his  troops,  and  taken  poflcffion  of  NcwcaftIc»'Upon-Tync.  By  which  treaty 
the  Scotifh  army  was  to  be  allowed  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  diem,  for  their  main- 
tenance. For  the  defraying  of  which  great  expencc,  there  was  now  no  other  efFedual  means 
but  that  of  a  Parliament,  which  the  King  therefore  was  conftrained  to  call ;  and  which  met 
en  the  third  of  November,  in  this  fame  year  1740,  in  a  very  different  humour  from  what  he 
had  hoped  and  cxpefted, — the  debates  and  fpceches  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  running  ex- 
tremely high  in  regard  to  the  nation*s  grievances,  occafioned  by  the  King's  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings in  both  ecclefiaftical  and  fecular  matters.  But  as  we  have  nothing  to  do  witli  fuch  points, 
any  further  than  they  tnay  relate  to  commercial  matters,  we  (hall  only  under  this  year  briefly 
remark,  that  the  grievances  complained  of  were  fo  many,  and  fo  various,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate ones,  laid  before  the  Commons,  by  complaiixts  and  petitions,  that  tlierc  were  above  forty 
feveral  committees  appointed  by  that  Houfe  for  examining  them :  and  of  all  thofe  grievance^ 
that  of  monopolies  gave  fuch  offence,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  expelled  four  of  their  own 
Members  who  had  been  concerned  in  them :  and  Whitlock,  in  his  Memoirs,  alleges,  that 
many  other  Members  thereupon  withdrew  themfelves  from  Parliament,  and  others  were  eleft- 
ed  in  their  (lead.  In  confequence  of  all  which  ftri£t  enquiries,  the  following  afts  were  pa(Ied» 
which  the  King  was  obliged  to  confent  to,  viz. 

Firft,  **  ThataParliamentfhould  be  held  at  leaft  once  in  three  years  for  the  future,  even 
*'  although  the  King  (hould  negleft  to  call  it."  This  was  intitled,  An  Aft  for 'preventing  oF 
Inconveniencics  happening  by  the  long  Intcrmif&on  of  Parliaments ;  which  the  kingdom  had 
fo  much  fmarted  for  in  this  reign.  This  was  the  firft  aft  of  this  Parliament,  and  pafled  be- 
fore the  year  1640  expired,  in  the  fixeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles,  according  to  the 
then  ftile ;  when  the  Parliament  alfo,  (cap.  ii.  and  iii.  feventeenth  Charles)  granted  to  the 
King  four  entire  fubfidies,  "  for  the  relief  of  his  Majefty's  army,  and  the  northern  parts  of 
"  the  kingdom."  And,  in  the  fame  SefBon  of  Parliament,  but  in  the  year  1641,  (which, 
for  connexion's  fake,  we  briefly  relate  here,  though  we  have  not  done  with  the  year  1640) 
two  more  fubfidies  were  granted  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Secondly,  They  pafled  an  aft,  cap.  vii.  whereby  **  this  Parliament  (hould  not  be  diflblved, 
**  prorogued,  nor  adjourned  but  by  aft  of  Parliament  I"  i.e.  not  without  their  own  confent* 
By  which  aft,  and  the  impeachment  of  the  King's  two  great  and  wicked  favourites  of  high 
trcafon,  viz.  Laud,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford,  both  al- 
ready iraprifoned  in  the  Tower,  and  afterwards  put  to  death,  they  brought  that  unhappy 
Prince  to  be  entirely  in  their  power ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time  they  granted  fufficient  fupplies 
for  the  public  occafions  of  the  nation,  by  the  feveral  afts  for  tonnage  and  poundage,  and  other 
fums  of  money  payable  upon  merchandize  exported  and  imported :  and  for  a  provifion  of  mo* 
ncy  for  the  fpeedy  difbanding  the  armies,  and  fettling  the  peace  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  :  by  charging  feveral  fums  upon  perfons,  according  to  their  ranks;  digni- 
ties, offices,  callings,  cftates,  and  qualities.  Whilft,  by  another  aft,  they  abolifhed  forever, 
the  two  wicked  and  oppreffivc  tribunals  of  the  Star  Chamber  and  High  CommifEon  Court.— 
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1640  By  another,  the  King's  raifing  of  (hip-money,  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  wa^ 
declared  illegal,  and  never  to  be  allowed  in  future. — Another  a£k  was  for  abolifliing  oppreflions^ 
in  the  Stannary  Courts  ; — and  another  for  afcertaining  the  boundaries  of  forcfts.— Another^ 
for  confirming  the  treaty  of  pacification  betweea  England  and  Scotland. — Another,  for  limit- 
ing the  powers  of  the  King's  Clerk  of  the  Market. — Another,  for  abolifliing  the  King's 
power  to  iflue  writs,  upon  pretext  of  an  ancient  cuftom,  to  compel  landed  men  to  take  tlie  or* 
dcr  of  knighthood,  or  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  King. — Another,^  granting  liberty  for  all  men  to 
import  gunpowder  and  faltpetre  ;  and  alfo,  for  the  firee  making  of  gunpowder  in  England. 

la  King  Charles's  thea  circumftanccs,  he  could  not  avoid  giving  his  confent  to  the  above** 
named  reflriflive  laws,  liow  mortifying  foever  they  were  to  him.  His  former  wicked  advifers 
and  judges- were  removed  from  him  ;  and  as  the  Parliament  was,  in  efFe£t,  rendered  perpetual, 
there  was  no  middle  courfe  for  him  to  fteer :  he  muft  either  have  direftly  waged  war  with 
this  Parliament,  or  elfe,  as  he  at  prefent  did,  have  acquiefced  in  their  meafures  :  but  this  ftate 
of  things  did  not  hold  long.  In  the  mean  time,  w&muft  for  a  fmall  fpace  fufpend  this  fubjeft^ 
.  until  we  fliall  have  cpmpleated  the  other  more  immediate  affairs  of  the  year  164a 

In  which  year,  we  find,  by  the  fecond  volume"  of  the  General  Collection  of  Treaties  oC 
Peace  and  Commerce,  fecond  edition,  London  1732,  p.  318,  that  by  a  treaty  between  King 
Charles  I.  and  Henry  Frederick,  Prince  of  Orange,  a  marriage  was  concluded  between  thatr 
King's,  daughter,  the  Lady  Mary,  and  Prince  William,  fon  of  the  faid  Prince  of  Orange.  By^ 
wliich  treaty,  the  lady's  portion  was  to  be  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  and  her  dowry  wa$ 
to  be  ten- thoufand  pounds  yearly,  in  lands.  The  doxneltics  ftie  was  to.  carry  over  with  her 
from  England  were,  in  all,  twenty-fix  men,  and.  forty  women. 

In  the  faid  year  1646,  the  Dutch,  from  their  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia,  firft  fettled  on  the  fmall 
ifle  of  Saba,  one  of  the  Caribbees,  thirteen  miles  north- weft  from  the  former ;  being  about 
four  leagues  in  coippafs.  Itis  but  aainconfiderable  place,  having  no  harbour  for  fliipping,.. 
and  an  estr^mely  fhallow  fhore;  The  Dutch  here  are  faid  to  be  but  a  few  families ;  who» 
however,  raife  a  fmall  quantity  of  fugar,  befides  fome  cotton  and  indigo.  Some  write,  that 
the  Danes  had  once  difpoilefled  the  Hollanders  of  it.  Many  of  thofe  fmall  ifles  among  the* 
Caribbees  were,  in  the  beginning,  very  little  regarded,  until  our  ifland  of  Barbadoes  became- 
rich  by  early  entering  into  the  fugar.trade ;  when  the  mother  countries  of  thofe,  till  then,  iniig- 
nificant  ifles,  found  it  their  intereft  to  lay  public  claim  to  them,  to  fortify  them,  and  to  appoint 
Governors  over  them. 

The  haven  and  town  of  Malacca,  pofleflcd  by  tlic  Potuguefe,  at  the  extremity  of  the  famous 
promontory  or  peninfula  of  that  name,  in  the  Further  Indies,  was  fo  happily  fituated  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  commerce,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  greedily 
caft  their  eyes  on  fo  delicious  a  morfel  fo  v«ry  early  as  in  (he  year  1^06,  Portugal  being  then 
fubjeft  to  Spain  ;  with  which  laft-named  nation  the  Dutch  were  then  at  war  :  yet  they  were- 
at  that  time  unable  to  mafter  it,,  although  they  had  aflually  defeated  and  burned  a  Portuguefe- 
fleet  there,  wherein  were  three  thoufand  men*  But,  in  this  year  1640,  the  Dutch,  after  a  fiic 
months  fiege  became  matters  of  that  very  important  place  ;  which  they  have  held  to  this  day. 
They  found  upwards  of  tw^enty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  town  and  its  territory,,  withmany 
churches  and  convents,  and  a  good  booty.  Since  then,  the  Dutch-  have  much  improved  its 
fortifications  :  and  as  all  fhips  trading  from  Siam,  Cambodia,  Tonquin,  Cochin-China,, 
China,  Japan,  and  the  Philippines,  to  Bengal,  and  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  are  neceflitated 
to  pafs  through  the  ftreight  of  Malacca,  the  Dutch  are  faid  to  have  obliged  all  but  Englifk 

ibips 
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1640  ffiip$  to-  pay  an  anchorage  duty  there. — Hereby  alfo  they  over-awe  the  fmaller  princes  in  its 
neighbourhood,  and  gain  great  advantages  in  their  commerce,  though  not  like  wh.at  it  former- 
ly was,  before  Batavia  became  the  grand  ftaple  of  all  their  India  commerce. — Thus  the  Dutch 
Company  made  a  very  rapid  progrefs,  whilft  our  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  became  ex- 
tremely languid,  partly  by  tlie  encroachments  of  the  faid  Dutch  Company,  and  partly  alfo 
by  King  Charles's  temporary  grants,  to  others,  to  interfere  with  them  in  the  Eaft  India 
trade;  fo  far,  as- that  fome  of  the  writers  on  commerce,  at  this  time,  infinuate,  that  hither- 
to the  Company  had  been  lofers  by  this  trade;  which,  however,  we  fcarcely  think,  was't^e 
]Seal  fa£l. 

In  this  fame  year  1640,  the  French  began  to  plant  at  a  place  on  the  continent   of  South 
.    America,  called  Surinam,  in  nine  degrees  of  north  latitude,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Oronooko,  fouthward  to  the  river  Maroni.     But  that  country  being  low,  marlhy,  and  un- 
healthy, they  foon  after  abandoned  it :  whereupon  the  Englifli  took  poffeflion  of  it,  and  kept 
it  till  the  year  1674,  when  they  were  furprifed  by  the  Dutch,  as  we  fhall  fee. 

Notwithftanding  the  popular  clamour  at  this  time  in  England  againft  the  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  King  Charles,  wherein  they  mixed  frequent  complaints  of  the  decay  of  England's 
commerce  ;  yet  it  is  very  plain  that  our  commerce  was  conftantly  increaGng  throughout  all 
that  time.     Even  in  and  about  this  very  year  1640,  we  find  the  fuburbs  of  London  expanding 
thcmfelves  very  much  every  way  by  new  foundations,  more  efpecially  weftward,  fuch  as  Clare- 
market,  Long-acre, ^Bedfordbury,  and  other  parts  of  what  was  then  in  the  paiifh  of  St.  Giles 
in  the  Fields.     The  very  names  of  the  older  ftreets  about  Covent  Garden  are  taken  from  the 
Royal  Family  at  this  time,  (fome  indeed  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  as  Catherine-ftreet, 
Duke-ftreet,  York-ftreet,  &c.)  fuch  as  James-ftreet»  King-flreet,  Charles-ftreet,  Henrietta- 
ftreet,  &c.  all  laid  out  by  the  great  architeft  Inigo  Jones,4iRS  was  alfo  tlie  fine  Piazza  there. 
Although  that  part  where  flood  the  houfe  and  gardens  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  are  of  a  much 
later  date,  viz.  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne. — Bloomlbury,  and  the  ftreets 
at  the  Seven  Dials,  were  built  up  fomewbat  later,  as  alfo  Leicefter-fields,  viz.  fince  the  refto- 
ration  of  KingCharlcs  the  Second;  as  were  alfo  almoft  all  St.  James's  and  St.  Anne's  parilhes^ 
and  a  great  part  of  St.  Martin's  and  St.  Giles's.     I  have  met  with  fcveral  old  pcrfons,  in  my 
younger  days,  who  remembered  that  there  was  but  one  fingle  houfe  (a  cake  houfe)   between* 
the  MeufeGale  at  Charing-crofs,  and  St.  James's  Palace  Gate,  where  now  ftand  the  ftately^ 
piles  of  St.  James's  Square,  Pallmall,  and  other  fine  ftreets. — They  alfo  remembered  the  weft 
fide  of  St.  Martin's-lane  to  have  been  aquickfet  hedge.     Yet  High  Holborn  and  Drury-lane 
were  filled  with  noblemens  and  gentlemens  houfes  almoft  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.— -^ 
Thofe  fine  ftreets  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Strand,  running  dowa  to  tiie  river  Thames,  have 
all  been  built  fince  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,   upon  the  fites  of  noblemens 
houfes  and  gardens,  who  removed  further  weftward,  as  their  names  denote. — Even  fome 
parts  within  the  bars  of  the  city  of  London  remained  unbuilt  within  about  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  paft  ;  particularly,  all  the  ground  between  Shoe  Lane  and  Fewters  (now 
Fetter)  Lane;  **  fb  called,"  fays  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  **  of  Fewters,  (an  old  ap* 
**  pellation  for  idle  people)  loitering  there,  as  in  a  way  leading  to  gardens  ;"  which,  in  King 
Cliarles  the  Firft^s  reign,  and  even  fome  of  them  fince,  have  been  built  up  into  ftreets^ 
lanes,  &c. 

Several  other  parts  of  the  city,  it  is  well  known,  have  been  rendered  more  populous  by  the 
xcmovalaf  the  nobilityj  &c.  to  Weftminftcr  liberties  ;  oa  the  fites  of  whofe  former  fpaci- 

ous 
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1640  ous  lioufes  and  gardens  v^hole  Greets,  lanes,  and  courts,   have  been  added  to  the  city  fined 
^  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth. — Howell,  in  his  faid  Londinopolis,  publifhed  in'theyear  1657, 

•  drawing  a  parallel  between  London  and  other*  great  cities  beyond  fea,  tells  us,  "  That  the  laft 
^  **  Cenfus  of  Paris  came  under  a  million  :"— there  could  not  be  perhaps  quite  half  a  million  at 
•Paris.—"  But,"  adds  he,  **  in  the  year  1636,  King  Charles  fending  to  the  Lord  Mayor  to 
•**  make  a  fcrutiny  of  what  number  of  Roman  Catholics  and  ftrangers  there  were  in  the  city, 
'*  he  took  occalion  thereby  to  make  a  cenfus  of  all  the  people ;  and  there  were  of  men,  women, 
.       "  and  children,  atibut  feven  hundred  thoufand  that  lived  within  the  bars  of.  his  jurifdidion 
alone  :  and  tliis  being  twenty-one  years  paft,  it  is  thought,  by  all  probable  computation, 
that  London  hath  more  by  the  third  part  now  than  fhe  had  then/'     He  goes  on  as  wildly 
to  conclude,  •*  That,  with  Weftminfter,  and  the  places  bcforc*mentioned,  together  with  the 
*'  northern  fuburbs  of  Clef  ken  well,  thofe  beyond  the  bars  of  Bifhopfgate    (Spital-fields  was 
"  not  as  yet  built  on)  and  Aldcrfgate,  thofe  beyond  the  Tower,  and  in  Southwark,  all  being 
*'  contiguous  to  London  lierfelf,  they  may  amount  in  all  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  fouls." — 
There  were  not  all  together  a  third  part  of  this  number  at  that  time  ;  and  even,  at  prefent, 
are  little,  if  any  at  all,  above  half  this  number:   (fee  more  of  this  fubjeft  in  our  Preface.)— 
'  Southwark,  it  is  true,  is  an  ancient  burgh  ;  but  Rotherhithe,  Horfleydown,  and  other  conti- 
guous parts,  are  all  built  up  by  the  mere  growth  of  our  commerce  and  fhipping  !  and  the  like 
may  be  faid  of  Limehoufe,  Wapping,  Shadwell,  Spitalfields,  &c.     And  even,  with  refpeft  to 
Weftminfter,  properly  fo  called,  although  it  was  never  eminent  for  commerce,  nor  manu- 
faftures,  yet  the  general  increafc  of  our  commerce,  its  neighbourhood  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  the  gradual  removal  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  from  the  laft-named  city  weftward, 
have  increafed  it,  within  the  laft  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  from  a  better  fort  of  village,   to 
'the  fize  of  a  city.  # 

1 641  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  undet  the  year  1641,  that  the  ingenious  Dr,  Heylin 
who  wrote  the  firft,  or  rather  perhaps  the  fccond,  editioli  of  his  Cofniography  about  tliat  year, 
remarks,  concerning  the  once  famous  Hanfeatic  city  of  Lubec,  "  That  there  were  then  ftill 
*•  belonging  to  it,  though  declined  from  its  priftine  grandeur,  above  fix- hundred  ftiips  of  all 
•*  forts  ;  fome  of  which  wCre  of  one  thoufand  tons  and  upwards." — "  And,**  he  adds,  what 
could  not  be  then  faid  of  London  itfelf,  *^  that  to  every  private  houfe  a  pipe  of  water  was  con-- 

veyed  from  the  public  conduit :  and  that  from  the  pattern  thereof  the  firft  conduits  were 

made  in  London  :"  though  very  long  before  this  century. 

We  have  a  notable  inftance  of  the  induftry  of  the  town  of  Manchefter,  in  Lancalhire,  fo 
early  as  the  year  1641,  from  an  author  of  credit,  Mr.  Lewis  Roberts,  a  merchant,  author  of 
the  noted  book,  intitled.  The  Merchant's  Map  of  Commerce:  it  is  in  afmall  treatife,  enti- 
tled. The  Treafure  of  Traffic,  publifhed  in  this  yc^^*. 

"  The  town  of  Manchefter,"  fays  he,  *•  buys  the  linen-yarn  of  the  Iri(h,  in  great  quanti- 
•*  ty,  and  weaving  it,  returns  the  fame  again  in  linen  into  Ireland,  to  fell," — which  might 
poffibly  and  naturally  give  the  firft  hint  towards  the  Irifli  linen  manufaftures.  *'  Neither 
•*  doth  her  induftry  reft  here;  for  they  buy  cotton  wool  in  London,  that  comes  from  Cy-- 
"  prus  and  Smyrna," — it  feems  we  had  not  much  as  yet  from  our  American  ifles  ;  **  and 
'**  work  the  fame  into  fuftians,  vermillions,  dimities,  &c.  which  they  return  to  London, 
**  where  they  are  fold,  and  from  thence,  not  feldom,  are  fent  into  iuch  foreign  parts  where 
**  the  firft  materials  may  be  more  eafily  had  for  that  manufafture." 

So 
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#641  So  early  as  in  this  year,  we  find,  In  a  judicious  pamphlet,  intitled,  England's  Safety  in 
Trade's  Increafe,  by  one  Henry  Robinfon,  that  the  French  had  already  began  to  make  ordi* 
nances  and  laws  which  proved  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  England.  '*  And  the  Author 
**  exprefles  his  fears  left  they  (hould  in  time  be  able  to  beat  us  out  of  our  trade  ;  more  efpeci- 
**  ally"  fays  he,  **  when  Chriftendom  (hall  be  at  peace,  whereby  the  trade  of  Spain  will  he 
"  free  for  other  nations,  which  at  prefent,  as  it  were,  we  monopolize  to  ourfelves/'-rThis 
writer  has  proved,  in  too  great  a  degree,  a  true  prophet. 

In  the  before- (juoted  Mr.  Lewis  Roberts's  Treafure  of  Traffic,  the  cuftoms  of  England  arc 
faid  to  amount  to  no  lefs.  than  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly.  A  vaft  increafe  fince  the 
death  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  piratical  ftate  of  Algiers  feems,  in  this  year  1641,  to  have  been  in  its  zenith  of  naval 
power.  Morgan,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  that  State,  quotes  one  D'Aranda  for 
his  author,  in  faying,  '*  That,  in  the  fummer  of  this  year,  the  Algerines  had  in  their  cruife 
<^  no  fewer  than  fixty -five  (hips,  befides  feveral  gallies  or  galiots,  all  at  one  time."  And  al- 
though it  be  well  known  that  their  naval  force  is  greatly  lefTened  fince  that  time,  yet  even  in 
our  days  they  have  enough  remaining  to  give  confiderable  interruptions  to  the  naval  commerce 
of  fuch  of  the  powers  of  Chriftendom  as  they  chufe  to  make  war  upon. 

It  would  be  almoft  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  difputes  that  have  happened,  at  different  times, 
between  Denmark  and  other  nations,  and  more  efpccially  with  the  Hans-towns,  concerning 
the  toll  paid  by  Ihips  in  pafling  tlie  Sound.  In  this  fame  year  1641,  the  cities  of  Hamburgh, 
Lubeck,  and  Bremen,  entered  into  ftrifter  engagements  together,  by  reafon  of  Denmark's 
too  rigouroufly  exa£ling  that  toll,  for  the  fupporting  of  their  commercial  interefts,  and  thofe 
of  fuch  other  Hans-^towns  as  fhould  join  with  them,  by  arming  both  by  fea  and  land  :  yet, 
without  naming  this  toll  exprefsly  in  the  faid  treaty. — And  this,  like  former  treaties,  had  good  • 
confequences  attending  it  for  fome  time  aften 

In  this  year  1641,  there  was  publilhed,  at  Rome,  a  trcatife,  intitled,  Petri  fiaptiftae  Burgi, 
de  Dominio  fereniflimae  Genuenfis  Reipublicas  in  Mari  Liguftico.     Tending  to  prove,  by  the 
uAial  trite  arguments,  '*  that  the  fea  is  capable  of  property  as  well  as  the  land ;  and  that  the 
*•  republic  of  Genoa  has  a  territorial  right  to  .the  dominion  of  her  adjacent  feas»"    In  which  . 
treatife  he  pretends  to  anfwer  Grotius's  Mare  Liberum,  &c. 

This  wild  pretenfion  of  Genoa's,  after  fhe  had  long  fince  loft  all  naval  greatnefs,  was  like 
fliutting  the  ftable  door  after  the  fteed  was  ftolen.  And  this  will  ever  be  the  cafe  of  fuch  claims 
to  the  end  of  time:  fo  long  as  they,  /.^.  any  ftate  whatever,  are  ftronger  on  the  feas  than 
their  neighbours,  juft  fo  long  will  they  be  able  to  pretend  to  fo  invidious  a  dominion  ; 
but  when  fuch  fuperiority  ceafirs,  the  claimants  will  be  the  juft  objects  of  contempt:  In 
aor  own  wifer  age,  therefore,  we  hear  no  more  of  fuch  airy  pretenfions.  The  aftual  pof- 
feiTors  of  fuch  fuperiority,. .  contenting  themfelves  with  the  fubftantial.  benefits  alone  refulting. 
therefrom. 

After  the  Englifli  had  been  in  pofleffion  of  the  ifle  of  Providence,  i A  America,  arid  had 
partly  planted  it,  ever  fince  the  year  1629,  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  attacked  by.  the  Spaniards  with  a 
great  force :  •  and,  although  they  made  a  ftout  refiftance,  they  were  obliged  to  furrender  that 
ifle  to  them,  with  confiderable  Jofs  to  the  planters.  Yet  the  Spaniards  did  not  after  this  fettle 
thereon  at  all.  But  their  fole  aim  in  driving  our  people  out  was  purely  to  keep  up-  their  idle 
and  unreafonable  pretenfions.  to  a  fole  right:  to  all  the  Bahama  ifles-:  but  England  again  took 

pofief- 
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1641  poflcffion  of  the  ifland  of  Providence :  and  we  now  claim  the  fole  property  of  all  the  Bahama 
hies. 

It  was  in  this  fame  year  1641,  that  tlie  French,  for  the  reafons  we  have  before  aflighcd, 
abandoned  the  colony  of  Surinam,  in  South  America,  on  which  they  had  firft  fettled  in  the 
preceding  year,  near  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Oroonoko :  and,  in  the  fame  year,  the 
Englifli,  at  the  expencc  of  the  Lord  WiHoughby,  firft  fettled  tliere.  That  Lord  is  faid  to  have 
wafted  his  paternal  eftate  in  the  planting  thereof. 

The  want  of  due  care  and  provident  forcfight  in  princes  and  ftates,  /or  the  cherifhing  and 
improving  of  the  commerce  of  their  refpeftive  dominions,  has  often  proved  to  their  irretriev- 
able detriment,  by  the  lofs  of  their  traffic,  the  beft  fource  of  their  wealth  and  power.  Lewis 
Roberts's  Treafure  of  Traffic,  publifhed  in  this  year  1641,  already  quoted,  gives  us  three 
fpregnant  inftances  hereof,  which  alfo  affords  us  fome  part  of  the  hiftory  of  three  very  eminent 
•    mercantile  cities,  viz.  '*  The  want  of  good  order  in  the  government  of  the  trade  of  Antwerp, 

and  their  impofing  of  heavy  cuftoms  upon  the  merchants,  hath,  within  thefc  fifty  years, 

brought  that  town  to  tiic  lownefs  wherein  we  fee  it. — Lyons,  in  France,  hath  fafFered  won- 
**  derfully  by  thefameinconveniencies. — And  Marfeilles,  within  the  days  of  my  knowledge, 
**  had  a  wonderful  great  traffick  for  many  places  of  Turkey,  Barbary,  Spain,  &c.  and  was 
**  able  to  Ihew  many  ihips  employed  in  merchandize  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  carrying 
**  thirty  and  forty  pieces  of  ordnance  ;  and  now  the  bcft  of  their  veffels,  and  thofe  too  but 
**  very  few  in  number,  have  not  above  ten  pieces  of  ordnance."  Mr.  Roberts  had  been  him- 
ielf  an  eminent  merchant :  and  although  the  ruin  of  Antwerp  is  well  known  to  have  been 
principally  from  its  being  facked  by  the  Spanifh  army,  and  by  the  fubfequcnt  blocking  up  of 
the  river  Scheldt,  by  the  forts  built  by  the  Dutch  below  that  city ;  yet  the  caufe  he  here  af- 
figns,  might  "be  a  confiderable  one  likewife,  before  the  faid  fiege  of  it  by  the  Spanifti  army. 
Lyons  and  Marfeilles  haye  fince  his  time  profpered  exceedingly  under  wifer  management.  Ail 
which  ihews  how  delicate  a  matter  commerceis,  and  how  carefully  and  conftantly  to  be  attend- 
ed to  by  the  rulers  of  ftates  and  kingdoms. 

It  was  in  this  fame  year  1641,  that  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  found  means  to  get  the 
Portugucfe  and  other  Chriftians  excluded  from  all  trade  to  Japan.     But  whether  it  was  done 

♦ 

in  fo  deceitful  and  impious  a  way  as  their  eincmies  gave  out,  we  fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  de- 
tewnine.  They  enjoy  a  trade  thither  from  Batavia  and  other  ^parts  of  India  to  this  day, 
though  fubjeft-to  difficulties  therein  from  the  caprice -of  that  very  jealous  nation.  **  It  was  a 
**  cunning  trick,'**  fays  Puffi:ndorf,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Europe,  under  the  head  Portugal,  **  in 
•'  the  Dutch  at  Japan  t-o  drive  the  Portuguefe  out  of  that  trade,  by  laying  before  the  Empe- 
•*  ror  an  intercepted  letter  from  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits  there,  to  the  Pope ;  promifing  his 
**  Holinefs,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  reduce  all  Japan  to  bis  obedience.  But  it  produced  terrible 
^*  qfFe&s,  not  only  to  the  faid  Jefuits,  but  to  the  poor  Japanefe  converts,  who,  to  the  num- 
*'  ber  of  four  hundred  thoufand  and  upwards,  were  all  put  to  death,  and  the  Portuguefe  for 
**  ever  fhut  out  from  Japan,  on  pain  of  death."  Dr.  Gemilli  fays,  that  the  Dutch  faftory 
at  Nangafachi  enjoys  not  that  liberty  nor  authority  which  they  have  in  their  trade  to  other 
parts ;  for,  as  foon  as  (he  (hips  come  to  an  anchor,  a  Mandarin  comes  on  board,  to  count 
the  men,  and  to  carry  the  fails  and  rudder  on  (hore. — They  have  no  communication  with  the 
city,  but  live  in  the  factory,  which  is  on  a  rock  inclofed  with  a  wall. — And  no  trade  is  allow- . 
td  but  once  in  a  yciao 

**  And 
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1641  Hitherto,  according  to  Ligon's  Hiftory  of  Barbadocs,  and  other  authors  of  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Caribbee  Iflands,  the  planting  of  very  bad  tobacco,  together  with  ginger  and  cotton,  was 
all  the  trade  they  had  at  Barbadoes  till  this  year  1641,  when  fome  of  the  moft  induftrious 
planters  procured  fome  fugar-canes  from  Fernambuquc,  in  Bradl ;  and  thefe  thriving  very 
well,  they  planted  more  and  more,  as  they  multiplied  ;  and  at  length  found  it  would  anfwer 
well  to  fet  up  a  very  fmall  ingenio,  or  fugar-mill ;  yet  the  fecret  of  making  fugar  was  not  fo 
well  undcrftood  by  the  Barbadians  till  two  or  three  years  after,  when  fome  of  their  people  were 
fo  curious  as  to  make  a  voyage  to  Brafil,  from  whence  they  brought  better  inftruSions,  and 
more  fugar-plants.  Yet,  even  at  Mr.  Ligon's  arrival  at  Barbadoes,  which  was  not  till  the 
year  1647,  although  there  were  then  many  fugar-works  already  fet  up,  they  were,  neverthclefs, 
gnorant  of  four  main  articles  of  that  manufa^ure,  viz, 

Firft,  The  true  manner  of  planting. 

Secondly,  The  time  of  gathering. 

Thirdly,  The  right  manner  of  placing  of  the  coppers  in  their  furnaces :  and. 

Fourthly,  The  true  way  of  covering  their  rollers  with  plates  or  bars  of  iron. 

But  that  they  were  much  mended,  both  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  fugar,  and  in  the  method  of 
making  it,  in  the  year  1650,  when  he  left  that  ifland  ;  fo  that  a  plantation  of  Major  Hilliard's, 
of  five  hundred  acres,  which,  before  they  began  to  plant  fugar,  he  knew  could  have  been  pur- 
chafed  for  four  hundred  pounds  fterling,  .was,  at  his  landing  there  in  the  year  1647,  worth 
fourteen  thoufand  pounds.  Moreover,  Colonel  James  Drax,  whofe  beginning  on  that  ifland 
was  founded  on  a  ftock  of  three  hundred  pounds  fterling,  raifed  his  fortune  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  our  faid  author  has  heard  him  fay,  **  He  would  not  return  to  fettle  in  England,  for  the 
*^  remainder  of  his  life,  till  he  fhould  be  able  to  purchafe  a  land  eflate  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
^*  per  annum,  which  he  hoped  in  a  few  years  to  accomplifh."  And  Colonel  Thomas  Mody- 
*^  ford  had  often  told  him,  '^  That  he  bad  taken  a  refolution  to  himfelf  not  to  fet  his  face  for 
*'  England,  until  he  had  made  his  voyage  and  employment  there  woirlh  one  hundred  thou* 
**  fand  pounds  fterling." 

Thefe  inftances,  in  fiich  early  times,  are  fufncient  clearly  to  fliew  the  vaft  importance  of  our 
fugar  plantations  to  the  nation. 

The  firft  planters  of  fugar  finding  fuch  immenfc  profit,  encouraged  many  people  to  go  this 
ther  from  England,  which  alfo  induced  merchants  at  home  to  fend  more,  fhips  with  provifions, 
tools,  cloathing,  and  other  neceflaries,  in  exchange  for  the  product  of  that  ifland.  And  this 
being  the  firft  of  our  colonies  which  engaged  in  fugar  plantations,  it  greatly  haftened  the  im* 
provement  of  our  other  Caribbee  ifles,  which  foon  after  entered  upon  the  planting  of  fugar,  to 
very  great  advantage.  And,  as  it  was  impofTible  to  manage  the  cultivation  of  that  commodity 
by  white  people,  in  fo  hot  a  climate,  fo  neither  could  fuf&cient  numbers  of  them  be  had  at  any 
rate.  Neceffity,  therefore,  and  the  example  of  Portugal,  gave  birth  to  the  negro  flavc-tradc 
from  the  coaft  of  Guinea ;  and  it  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add,  that  fuch  great  numbers  of  flaves, 
and  alfo  the  increafe  of  our  white  people  in  thofe  iflands,  foon  created  a  vaft  demand  for  all 
neceflaries  from  England,  and  alfo  a  new  and  confiderable  trade  to  Madeira  for  wines,  to  fup- 
ply  thofe  iflands ;  which  were  fo  far  from  draining  their  mother-country  of  her  cafli,  that  they 
annually  fupplied  her  with  confiderable  quantities  thereof,  as  tlic  trade  hither  was  then,  and 
and  many  years  after,  left  open  to  all  nations,  until  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles. the 
45econd ;  when  the  Parliament  obferving  the  great  detriment  that  fuch  an  ppcn  trade  thither 
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1641  did  to  the  kingdbm,  the  faid  trade  was  abfolutely  confined  to  our  own  people,,  by  the  fcvtrgl 
a£ls  of  navigation  :  in  confequence  whereof,  the  ports  of  London  and  Briftol  foon  after  be- 
came the  great  magazines  for  fugar,  for  fupplying  with  that  article  all  the  north  and  middle- 
parts  of  Europe,  reducing  the  Portuguefe  fugars  of  firafil  in  time  fo  low,  as  from  eight  pounds, 
to  two  pounds  ten  (hillings  per  hundred-weight :  and  fo  it  remained,  until  the  French,  in 
their  turn,  fo  greatly  improved  their  fugar  iflands,  as  to  be  able  taundcrfell  us  ia  moft  parts 
of  Europe.  \ 

Barbadocs^,  however,  and  the  other  Caribbee  ifles,  continued  proprietary  colonies  tHl  after 
the  reftoration  ;  when,  as  we  have  elfewhere  (hewn,  King  Charles  11.  purchafed  them,  and  made 
them  regal  governments.     Moft  of  the  rich  fugar  planters  have  always  fixed  at  laft  in.  England 
with  their  fortunes,  and  have  thereby  laid  the  foundation  of  many  great  families ;  which,  if 
we  miftake  not,  was  the  cafe  with  refpcA  to  one  of  the  names  above-mentioned. 

What  numbers  of  large  fortunes  have  there  not  been  added  to  the  general  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion iinca  thofe  beginnings-  of  riches  in  the  Briti(h  fugar  iflands  ! — And  it  is  the  peculiar  ho- 
nour of  Rarbadoes,  to  have  it  faid  to  thi^  day,  to  be  the  nobleft  and  beft  cultivated  fpot  of* 
ground  in  all  America,  and  to  produce  the  fineft  fugars,  and  alfo  the  greateft  quantity,  of  any 
of  our  ifleSf  Jamaica  alone  excepted. 

*•  In  this  year  1641,  and  on  Saturday  the  twenty -third  of  Oftober,  a  day  dedicated  to  Saint 
Ignatius  Loyola,  the- founder  erf  the  Society  of  Jefus,"  fays  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Gefta 
Hibcrnorum,  **  broke  out  the  dreadful  rebellion  and  general  dcfe&ion  of  the  Irifh,  and  even- 
**  of  moft  of  the  old  Englifh  Papifts  in  Ireland  ;*'  who,  **  by  a  general  maflacre,  attempted  to 
**  extirpate  the  whole  race  of  Proteftants  ;  and,  in  the  firft  three  months,  deftroyed  one  hun- 
«*  dred  and  fifty-four  thoufand  Proteftants,  with. great  cruelty;  the  defign  not  being  difco- 
«*  vered  till  the  night  before." 

The  Iri(h  Papifts  bad  lived  quietly  ever  fince  the  quelling  of  Tyrone's  rebellion,  at  the  clofc 
of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign :  but,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  they  had  formed  the  execrable 
plot,  of  firft  cutting  the  throats  of  all  the  Engli(h  throughout  Ireland,  feizing  on  all  fortified 
places,  and  of  abfolutely  fhaking  ofFthe  Englifh  yoke.  In  all  parts  at  any  diftance  from  Dub- 
lin, the  plot  was  executed  on  the  day  above-named,  and  to  the  firft  of  March  following  ;  but 
the  projeft  of  feizing,  on  that  day,  on  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  was  difcovered  the  night  before ; 
otherwife  their  infernal  fcheme  would  probably  have  been  rendered  effcftual. 

We  juft  briefly  mention  this  horrid  maflacre,  purely  as  it  had  a  bad  influence  on  commerce. 
And  we  (hall  only  further  obferve,  that  it  had  alfo  a  great  influence  on  the  Englifh  Parliament 
and  people,  to  the  detriment  of  King  Charles  and  his  Popifh  bigotted  Queen.  The  Parlia- 
ment fent  fuccouf*  and  fupplies  to  Ireland  in  fuch  (lender  quantities,  and  with  fuch  delibera- 
tion, as  teftified,  tliat  they  believed  the  King's  aim  was  to  drain  England  of  troops,  and  to 
engage  the  Parliament  in  an  Irifh  war,  thereby  to  prevent  their  meddling  with  his  prerogative 
and  the  leflening  of  his  power:  fo  the  breach  between- the  King  and  the  Parliament  became 
everyday  wider. 

For  the  efFeftual  fuppre(fion  of  this  rebellion,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafltd  in  this  year^  cap. 
xxxiii.  for  difpofing  of^he  rebel  lands,  viz.  two  millions  and  a  half  of  acres,  to  well-a(FefteJ 
lenders  of  the  following  fums,  viz.  for  two  hundred  pounds,  a  thoufand  acres  of  good  land  in 
the  province  of  Ulfter ;  the  like  quantity  of  acres  in  Connaught,  for  three  hundred  pounds  ; 
the  like  in  Munfter,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  and  the  like  in  Leiaftcr  for  fix*  hun- 
dred 
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4641  dred  povmds,  all  freehold  ;  paying  quit-rents  in  Ulftcr,  of  one  penny  per  acre ;  in  Connaught, 
three-halfpence;  in  Munfter,  two-pence  farthing;  and  in  Leinller,  three-pence  per  acre.— 
Thofe  lands  to  be  fct  out  to  the  fubfcribers  by  lot.     And  thus  were  a  great  number  of  well  af 
fefted  Proteftants  fettled  on  the  lands  of  lazy  and  bigotted  Papifts,  very  much  to  the  future 
improvement  of  that  kingdom. 
1642       But  waving  thofe  matters  as  much  as  poflible,    as  not  falling  direftly  in  our  way, — ^we 
fhall  now  give  the  laft  regal  record,  relating  to  our  proper  province,  in  the  twentieth  and 
lad  volume  of  the  nobleft  coUedion  of  public  records  that  any  nation  upon  earth  can  produce 
or  boaft  of;  viz,  Rymer's  Foedera,  p.  523,  &c;    It  is  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  con- 
cluded at  London,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  foreign  flile,  between  King  Charles  the 
Firft,  and  John  the  Fourth,  King  of  Portugal,  ratified  by  King  Charles  at  York,  on  the 
twcnty-fccond  of  May,  1642  ;  Portugal  having  Ihaken  of  the  Spanilh  yoke  two  years  before. 

What  relates  to  commerce,  is  in  fubftance,  viz. 

*•  Article  I.  There  fhall  be  a  free  commerce  between  the  fubjefts  of  both  crowns,  in 
^*  all  countries,  iflands,  &c.  where  it  was  permitted  in  the  times  of  tlie  Kings  of  Caftile, 
**  or  fince. 

"  IV.  The  Englilli  fhall  enjoy  tlie  fame  privileges  and  immunities  in  Portugal  as  the  na- 
•*  tives  thcmfelves  :  nor  fhall  they  be  loaded  with  higher  duties,  cuftoms,  &c.  than  the  natives. 
**  And  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prifileges  which  the  Englifh  enjoyed  in  Portugal  before  it  was 
*^  united  to  Spain. 

**  V.  The  merchant-fhips  of  England,  coming  into  the  havens  of  Portugal,  fhall  not  be 
^<  obliged  to  take  any  other  goods  on  board  than  what  they  fhall  themfelves  think  fitting.-— 
**  And  the  Portuguefe  fhall  have  the  like  freedom  in  England. 

**'  VIII.  England  fhall  have  confuls  refiding  in  Portugal,  to  take  care  of  the  interefts  and 
^  commerce  of  their  nation." — This  is  the  firfl  and  only  inflance  of  confuls  in  Portugal  to  be 
found  in  tlie  Fcedera. 

**  IX.  The  efFefts  of  the  Englifh  dying  in  Portugal,  fhall  not  be  taken  poflcffion  of  by  the 
**  judges,  or  other  officers  of  Portugal ;  but  fhall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  defunft's  exe- 
^«  cutors  or  truflces,  if  on  the  fpot ;  or,  if  abfent,  into  the  hands  of  one  or  two  Englifh  mer- 
**  chants,  not  married,  fmodo  cceUbesJint)  fworn  to  do  juflice,  in  trufl  for  thofe  who  fhall 
*^  appear  to  have  the  right  to  the  faid  efFe£ts. 

X.  Englifh  (hips  fhall  not  be  flopped  or  detained  in  Portugal,  without  the  King  of  Great 

Britain's  knowledge  and  confent ;  but  ihall  be  freely  permitted  to  depart  at  their  pleafure. — 

Neither  fhall  the  goods  and  merchandize  of  the  Englifh  be  taken  for  the  King  of  Portugal's 

ufe,  unlefs  for  a  juft  and  ufual  price,  which  fhall  be  paid  for  in  two  months  tima,  tmlefs 


« 

**  otherwife  agreed  for.  • 

**  XII.  Things  fhall  remain  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  in  point  of  peape  and  commerce  between 


both  nations,  for  three  years  to  come,  as  they  were  fettled  by  treaty  in  India,  in  the  year 
1635,"  (that  treaty  is  not  found  in  the  Foedera)  '^  between  the  prcfident  or  governor,  Wil- 
liam Methwold,  for  the  Englifh  there,  and  the  Portuguefe  governors: — After  which,  a  pcr- 
<*  petual  peace  fhall  enfue. 

"  XIII.  The  fubjefts  of  England,  living  or  fettled  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  under  the  Por- 
**  tuguefe,  viz.  at  Guinea,  &c.  and  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  and  other  iflcs  on  that 
-•*  coaft,  who  had  this  privilege  under  the  Kings  of  Caflile,  fhall  not  be  moleflcd  therein. — 

3  D  2  .  -<  And 
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1642  "  And  the  King  of  Portugal  may  freely  hire  th^Engliih  (hips  trading  to  thofe  coafts,  until 
**  otherwife  fettled  between  both  nations.'*  This  hiring  of  ihips  was  for  the  carrying  of  nc- 
gioes  to  Brafil,  our  Ihips  having  been  very  early  enr>ployed  that  way ;  and,  probably,  they 
thereby  difcovered  the  planting  of  fugar-cancs  at  Barbadoes. 

"  XIV.  The  fubjefts  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  Ihall  have  the  farac  liberty  of  importing 
•*  into,  and  exporting  from  Portagal,  all  forts  of  goods  and  merchandize,  as  has  been  grafted" 
**  to  the  States  of  Holland,  &c.  by  treaty,  in  1640. 

**  XV.  The  Englifti  (hall  not  be  liable  to  imprifonracnt,  nor  to  feizure  of  their  perfons^ 
*^  goods,  books  of  accounts,  &c.  in  the  fanse  manner  as  has  been,  or  fhall  be  granted  to  the 
«*  fubjefts  of  any  other  potentate. 

•*  XVII.  The  Englilh  in  Portugal  (hall  not  be  difturbed  on  account  of  confcience,  or  dif-^ 
•*  ference  of  religion ;  provided  they  give  no  fcandal  to  the  natives,  &c.** 

From  this  time  forward,  we  find  nothing  in^  this  twentieth  and  laft  volume  relating  to  com- 
merce, but  what  is  taken  out  of  Thurloe's  very  authentic  ftate  papers,  faid  here  by  the  pub- 
liflier  to  be  in  twelve  volumes  in  manufcript,  but  fince  printed  in  feven  folio  volumes  ;  from 
which  work,  and  from  the  four  volumes  of  o£tavo  of  the  General  Colledion  of  Treaties  of" 
Peace  and  Commerce,  fecond  edition,  London,  1732,  we  fhall  henceforth  be  fumifhed,  and 
by  other  means,  with  materials  for  commercial  treaties,  flipulations,  &c.  as  well  as  from  many 
ether  authors  in  various  commercial  points. 

In  this  year  1642,  died  the  great  Cardinal  RicHieu,  who  had  brought  the  commerce,  coIo-- 
nies,  and  manufaflures  of  France  to  a  confiderable  height,  and  had  laid  a  folid  foundation  for 
much  greater  improvements  to  be  made  by  his  fucceflbrs  in  the  office  of  prime  minifter.  At 
his  death  alfo  he  left  France  pofTefTed  of  one  hundred  warlike  Ihips  and  gallies,  with  fuitable 
naval  (lores  ih  the  royal  arfenals.  Yet  France,  from  this  time,  till  about  the  year  1660,  feems 
to  have  rather  gone  backward  in  naval  matters  than  otherwife,  by  reafon  of  civil  diflentions^ 
and  the  fuccecding  minority  of  King  Louis  XIV.  but  after  this  laft-named  period,  (he  again 
rcfumed  the  improvement  of  her  marine,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel. 

Richlieu  had  taken  the  province  of  Roufillon,  and  therein  the  ftrong  city  of  Perptgnan, 
from  Spain,  in  this  very  year  ;  which  has  remained  annexed  to  France  to  this  day.— At  Rich* 
lieu^s  death  alfo,  the  crown  revenue  had  been  fo  greatly  improved  by  bimi  as  to  have  amoun* 
ted  to  feven ty  millions  of  livres  annually;  whereas-^  at  his  acceffion  to  the  mihiftry,  it  had 
been  reckoned  at  but  juft  one  haif  of  this  fum,  viz.  thirty-five  millions*  He  alfo  erefted  a 
company  for  the  trade  to  the  Weft  India  iiTands. 

The  laft  legal  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  (that' is,  an  aft  by 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons)  was  in  this  year  1642,  and  cap.  xxxvii.  It  confirms  the  grant 
of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  acres  of  land  in  Ireland,  forfeited  by  the  rebels  there,  and  gran- 
ted by  two  former  a£ts,  of  cap.  xxxiii.  and  xxxv.  to  all  p^fons  and  corporations  in  England 
who  (hould  pay  dowR  certain  fums,  as  are  fpecified  in  the  fame  thirty-third  chapter ;  and  is 
now  extended  to  all  perfons,  Engli(h,  Scotch,  Iri(h,  and  Dutch,  being  Proteftants.  And 
fuch  as  (hould,  by  this  laft  aft,  fubfcribe,  (hould  have  acres  of  a  larger  meafure  tlian  Engli(h 
ftatute  ones,  viz.  each  to  be  one  hundred  and  fixty  poles,  of  twenty-one  feet,  inftcad  of  fix- 
teen  feet  and  a  half  each. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  year  1642,  the  war  between  King  Charles  and  his  Lords  and  Com- 
mons commenced  i  to  the  no  fmall  interruption  of  commerce  and  manufaftures,  as  may  eafily 
be  imagined. 

The 
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»042  The  French  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Caribbec  Ifles,  firfl  publifhed  at  Paris,  in  the  year 
1658,  fays,  That  about  this  year  1642,  a  compauy  of  traders  of  the  province  t)f  Zeland,  fiift 
planted  on  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  fending  two  hundred  men  thither, 
and  giving  that  ifland  the  name  of  New  Walcheren ;  but,  it  feems,  the  natives  murdered  fomc 
of  the  Dutch,  and  forced  the  reft  to  defert  it.  Yet,  in  the  year  1650,  the  Zelanders,  from 
Flufhing,  replanted  that  ifle ;  which  lying  the  moft  foutherly  of  all  the  Caribbee  ifles,  and 
neareft  to  the  continerlH  feemed  very  conveniently  fituated  for  a  contraband  trade  with  the 
Spanifli  province  of  New  Andalufia,  and  alfo  for  the  growth  of  fugar-canes,  cotton,  and  gin- 
ger. The  Dutch,  however,  made  nothing  confiderable  of  that  promifing  fpot,  although  it 
has  the  conveniencies  of  water,  foil,  and  climate  ;  and  they  have  long  fince  abandoned  it. — 
This  author  takes  ho  notice  of  the  Duke  of  Courland*s  having  been  the  firft  who  planted  on 
this  ifle,  as  will  be  feen  to  be  alleged  under  the  year  1664. 

Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Chapter  on  Plantations,  p.  196,  endeavours  to  account  for  the  fmall 
fuccefs  the  Dutch  bad,  compared  with,  England^,  in  the  fettlcment  of  remote  colonies. 

**  Firft,  They  have  not  had  thofc  caufes  for  peopling  of  colonics  which  England  has 
♦*  had  ;  viz.  the  perfecution  of  the  Puritans  in  the  reign  of  King  James  and  King  Charles  the 
•*  Firft. 

**  Secondly,  King  Charles's  party,  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter,  and  the  Scots  being  routed  ' 
**  there,  helped. to  plant  Barbadoes  and  Virginia. 

**  Thirdly,  At  the  reftoration,  the  royalifts  getting  into  all  employments  and  offices,  and 
^  •*  the  army  being  dilbanded,  &c.  many  of  the  commonwealth  party  Withdrew  to  New  Eng- 
**  land,  ice, 

**  Fourthly,  The  lownefs  of  the  intereft  of  money  in  Holland,  as  well  as  of  the  cuftoms  on 
•*  merchandize,  together  with  their  tolefation  of  all  religions,  and  their  other  encouragements 
**  given  to  trade,  occaiions  employment  for  all  their  own  people  at  home,  as  alfo  for  multi- 
<*  tudes  of  foreigners  who  come  to  fettle  there.** 

And  indeed  we  may  add,  that,  for  the  moft  part,  none  who  can  live  comfortably,  and  have 
full  employment  at  home,  will  care  to  go  into  either  violently  hot,  or  extremely  cold,  or  un- 
ufual  climates,  to  work  at  the  painful  employments  of  new  plantations.  Moreover,  the  Dutch 
have  fcarccly  had  one  other  great  means  which  we  had  for  the  firft  peopling  of  Virginia  and 
Barbadoes,  viz.  the  picking  up  of  many  loofe  and  vagrant  people,  chiefly  in' the  ftreets  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter,  and  other  idle  and  diflfclute  perfons,  who  by  merchants  and  roafters  of 
fliips  were  for  many  years  fpirited  away,  as  they  then  termed  it,  to  thofe  colonies. 

As  to  what  the  Dutch  have  done  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the  way  of  colonies,  it  was  either  by  * 
war  or  for  traffic,  by  erefting  of  ftrong  fofts  on  the  fea-coafts,  where,  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  in  the  ifles  of  Ceylon,  Java,  &c.  they  have  moftly  made  ufe  of  the  natives  for  plan- 
tation and  cultivation  :  and  this  has  alfo  been  partly  the  cafe  with  the  Spanifli  and  Portuguefe 
greater  colonies  in  America  ;  but  not,  in  any  great  degree,  in  thofe  of  France,  from  which 
laft  populous  kingdom,  immenfe  numbers  of  people  have  been  fent  to  their  colonics  in^ 
America. 

The  following  extrads  from  an  account  printed  in  the  year  1642,  of  fevcral  navai  charges* 
and  equipments  of  the  years  1640,  1641,  and  1642,  by  order  of  Parliament,  will,  in  part,  fliew 
the  immenfe  difierence,  both  in  refpcft  to  ftrength  and  expence,  between  our  Englifli  navy 
then  and  now,  viz. 

3  J.  The 
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1642  I.  The  charge  often  of  the  King's  ihips,  and  ten  merchant-lhips  employed 
4>R  the  iiarrovr  fcas,  in  the  year  1641  •—  —  -— 

2.  Ordinary  of  the  navy,  for  the  year  1640  —  — 

2. J for  the  year  1641  —  — 

4.  ■  '  for  the  year  1642  —  — 

5.  Charge  for  the  vidualler  of  the  navy,  for  the  ordinary  expcnce  of  the 

year  1642  —  —  —  —  •  —  iMS  »7    9 

6.  The  exemptions  of  the  office  of  ordnance,  for  the  years  1641,  and  1642, 

together  —  —  —  —  —  —        if>443  i*    ^ 

7.  Charge  of  fetting  forth  fifteen  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  for  the  narrow  feas, 

in  the  year  1642,  for  eight  months,  to  the  trcafurer  of  the  navy  —  48,368  ta    O 

8.  Ditto,  for  twenty-four  merchant-ihips,  for  the  fame  year  and  time  81,758  8  o 
4).  For  viflualling  the  faid  fifteen  King's  fhips  for  that  time  —  27>359  i^  6 
In  this  fame  year  1642,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company,  obferving  that  the  native  Indi- 
ans of  Chili  were  inveterately  incenfed  a^ainft  their  conquerors,  the  Spaniards,  had  flattered 
tljcmfelves  that  tliey  (hould  be  able  to  make  an  eafy  conqaeft  of  that  fine  country.  For  this 
end  they  fitted  out  a  fquadron  of  fhips,  hoping  thereby  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  fome  of  their 
gold  mines.  At  firft,  indeed,  they  defeated  a  party  of  Spaniards  in  that  country,  and  gained 
over  fome  of  the  caciques,  or  chiefs  of  the  native  Indians,  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  diem 
againft  the  Spaniards;  which  encouraged  the  Dutch  to  ereft  a  fort  at  Baldivia,  and  to  propofe 
a  commercial  correfpondence  with  the  natives :  yet  the  latter,  through  fome  mifchance  or 
other,  becoming  jealous  of  their  proceedings,  the  Hollanders  were,  in  the  end,  obliged  tore* 
lire  from  Chili,  to  that  part  of  Brafil  which  was  at  this  time  in  their  poflefiion. 

In  this  fame  year  1642,  Cardinal  Rich  lieu  had  attempted  to  ere£t  afrefli  company  of  French 
merchants  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  :  but  although  they  fent  out  a  Ihip  every  year  for  India, 
yet  moft  of  thofc  fhips  were  cither  entirely  loft,  or  elfe  moft  of  their  failors  died  from  diftem- 
pers.  And  although  they  ^uade  great  attempts  to  fettle  a  permanent  colony  at  Madagafcar, 
yet  it  did  not  fucceed  ;  and  fo  ^his  third  company  came  to  nothing.  Yet  ibme  private  mer- 
chants from  St.  Maloes  fent  fhips  to  India,  which,  it  is  faid,  for  a  while,  turned  out  to  fome 
account,  but  afterwards  was  dropped. 

Jn  Dr.  Harris's  Collcdion  of  Voyages,  p.  608,  to  610,  we  learn,  That,  in  the  faid  year 
1642,  two  Dutch  fhips  failed  from  Batavia,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  on  difcovery  fouthward.-— 
They  found  a  new  pafTage  by  fea  to  the  fouth  of  New  Holland,  Vandiemanfland,  &c.  Coming 
to  New  Zeland,  in  forty»two  degrees  ten  minutes,  fouth  latitude,  they  there  found  a  cruel, 
barbarous  people,  who  murdered  four  of  their  men.  Thence  tliey  failed  north-weft,  amongft 
jnany  iflands,  to  fome  of  which  they  gave  the  names  of  Amfterdam,  Rotterdam,  &c.  Thence 
.they  failed  weft  about,  to  New  Guinea,  and  thence  home  to  Batavia,  after  being  out  about 
ten  months.  • 

1643  In  March  1642-3,  the  Engilfh  Lords  and  Commons,  in  Parliament,  made  an  ordinance, 
without  the  King,  for  raifing  thirty-four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds  ten  fhillings 

•    per  week,  which  amounts  to  one  million  feven  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand  fix  hun« 
dredand  forty-nine  pounds  fixteen  fhillings  per  annum. — Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  150. 

By  this  ordinance  of  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  in  the  year  1643,  ^^ 
fines  for  being  made  free  of  the  Company  or  Society  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  of  England 
ivere  doubled,  viz.  one  hundred  pounds  for  a  Londoner,  and  fifty  pounds  for  one  in  any 

of 
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1645  of  the  out-ports ;  with  pcwcr  alfo  for  this  fociety  to  imprifon  fuch  as  rcfufed  to  pay  the  faid 
.  lines.     The  words  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  being  one  of  the  firft  afts 
or  ordinances  ifTued  by  their  fole  authority,  without  having  the  royal  allent  to  it,  are  as  fol- 
low, viz. 

**  That  this  company  having  been  found  very  ferviceable  and  profitable  to  this  ftatc,  and 
^<  efpecially  to  the  ancient  and  great  trade  of  cloathing,  this  fellowfhip  ftiall  therefore conti- 
^  nue  and  be  a  corporation,  with  power  to  levy  monies  on  its  members  and  tlicir  goods,  for 
«*  the  ncceffary  charge  and  maintenance  of  their  government.  And  that  no  perfon  (hall  trade* 
within  their  limits  but  freemen  of  the  corporation,  upon  forfeiture  of  their  goods..  Pro^^ 
vided, 

,  **  I.  That  this  company  (hall  not  exclude  any  perfon  from  his  freedom  therein,  who  (hall 
**  defire  it  by  way  of  redemption  ;  if  fuch  perfon,  by  their  cuftom,  be  capable  thereof,  hath 
<<  been  bred  a  merchant,  and  (ball  pay  one  hundred  pounds  for  the  fame,  if  a  freeman  of  Lon- 
**  don,  and  trades  from  that  port;  or  fifty  pounds  if  not  free  of  London,  and  trades  not  from 
tliat  port.  They  (hall  have  power  to  imprifon  members  in  matters  of  government,  and  to* 
adminifier  fuch  oaths  to  them  as  (hall  be  approved  by  Parliament.  Provided, 
"  n.  That  all  rights  confirmed  by  aft  of  Parliament,  or  ancient  charters,  (hall  be  hereby 
*<  faved.  And  it  was  ordered,  that  a  bill  be  prepared  for  the  paifing  an  a£l  in  this  prefent 
'^  Parliament,  for  further  fettling  and  confirming  the  privileges  of  this  fellowfhip;  and  this 
**  ordinance,  in  the  mean  time,  to  reihain  in  force." 

But  this  was  in  confideration  of  no  tefs  a  fum  than  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  advanced  to  the 
Parliament  by  the  faid  fellow(bip  of  Merchant-adventurers. 

In  the  fame  year  1643,  there  came  out  a  fimilar  ordinance  of  Parliament  in  favour  of  the 
Levant  or  Turkey  Company,  declaring,  ."  That,  for  the  encours^cment  of  that  felIow(hip, 
*'  which,  befidc  the  building  and  maintaining,  of  divers  great  (hips,  and  the  venting  of  kerfies, 
**  fayes,  perpetuanas,  and  other  commodities,  hath  been  found  very  ferviceable  to  this  (late,. 
•*  by  advancing  of  navigation,  and  tranfporting  into  foreign  parts,  for  feveral  years  together, 
*'  above  twenty  thoufand  broad-cloths  yearly,  befides  other  commodities,  dyed  and  dreflcd 
"  in  their  full  manufafture.  And,  for  the  better  government  and  regulating  of  trade,  the 
•*  faid  fellow(hip  (hall  continue  to  be  a  corporation,  and  (hall  have  the  free  choice  and  remo- 
**  val  of  all  o(ficers,  &c.'who  are  to  be  maintained  by  them  either  at  home  or  abroad  ;  whe- 
"-  ther  ambafiadors,  governors,  deputies,  confuls,  &c.  And  (hall  have  power  to  levy  monies 
**  on  its  members,  and  on  ftrangcrs,  upon  all  goods  (hipped  in  Englifh  bottoms,  or  on  ftran* 
•*  gers  bottoms,  going  to  or  coming  from  the  Levant:  for  the  fupply  of  their  own  neceflary 
**  expence,  as  well  as  for  fuch  fums.  of  money  as  (hall  be  advanced  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of 
f*  the  (late,  by  the  approbation  of  Parliament."  (As  we  have  fcen  by  the  firft  before-recited 
ordinance,  that  the  Merchant -adventurers  fellowfhip  paid  thirty  thoufand  pounds;  fo,  doubt- 
lefs,  this  laft-named  company  advanced fome  fuch  fum  for  the  ufe  of  the  Parliament;  who  in 
return,  gave  them  thefe  ordinances,  and  their  fubfequent  afts,  by  way  of  new  charters  of  privi- 
leges.) **  And  no  perfon  (hall  bring  from  or  fend  goods  or  (hips  into  the  limits  of  their  charter 
"  but  fuch  as  are  free  brothers,  or  othcrwife  licenfed  by  the  corporation,  on  pain  of  forfeiture 
**  of  the  whole,  or  other  Icflcr  penalty  to  be  impofed  by  this  corporation  on  their  goods  ok  (hips. 
**  None  (hall  be  excluded  from  the  freedom  of  this  corporation  who  Ihall  defire  it  by  way  of 
**  redemption,  if  fuch  perfon  be  a  mere  merchant,  and  otherwife  capable  thereof;  and  (hall  pay 
**  fifty  pounds  for  the  fame,  if  above  twenty-feven  years  of  age,  or  twenty-five  pounds  if 
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1643  "  under  tliat  age,  or  fo  much  lefs  as  their  fcUowftiip  (hall  think  fitting.     They  may  alfo  loi- 
^*  pofc  fines  on  perfons  wittingly  contemning  or  difobeying  their  orders ;    but  not  to  exceed 

**  twenty  pounds  for  any  one  offence.     And,  in  default,  to  diftrain  the  goods  of  perfons  fa 

. 

**  fined  ;  and  if  no  fufficient  diftrefs  can  be  found,  to  imprifon  their  perfons  till  they  pay  their 

^*  fines,  or  otherwifegive  fatisfadion. — They  (hall  have  power  alfo  to  give  fucb  oaths  as  (hall 

• 

**  be  approved  by  Parliament: — Provided,  that  all  rights  or  charters,  granted  under  the  broad 
*^  feal  of  England,  or  otherwife,  (hall  be  hereby  faved.  It  is  alfo  ordained,  that,  with  all 
*^  convenient  expedition,  a  bill  (hall  be  prepared,  to  pafs  into  an  aft  of  this  prefent  FarliamentiL 
'^'  for  the  further  fettling  and  full  confirmation  of  this  fellow(hip's  privileges,  &c.  And  this 
•**  ordinance  to  remain  in  full  force  till  then." 

Even  fo  late  as  this  year,  we  find  that  the  knowledge  of  tlie  northern  parts  of  the  terraquc- 
•ous  globe  was  ftill  veryJn\perfe&  :  thus,  not  only  Dr.  Heylin^  in  his  Cofmography,  and  other 
£ngii(h  geographers,  continued  to  place  the  fuppofed  great  i(le  of  Frieiland  on  their  maps,  but 
likewif«  Morifotus,  in  liis  Orbis  Maritimus,  publi(hed  at  Dijon  in  this  year,  mentions  the 
great  ifle  of  Friefland,  weft  of  Norway,  and  larger  than  that  of  Iceland.  Polfibly,  and  ve^y 
probably,  the  vaft  country  ufually  called  Old  Greenland,  was  meant  by  them  for  that  fuppo» 
fed  iiland. 

In  the  faid  year,  ©ne  Brower,  or  Brewer,  a  Dutchman,  failed  into  the  great  South  Sea» 
through  a  pafTage  fince  called  by  his  name,  eaft  of  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire»  mentioned  under 
the  year  1616,  and  fo  round  by  Cape  Horn,  as  ufual. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  expiring,  the 
fame  were  renewed  for  twcnty-feven  years  longer,  in'confideration  of  their  paying  the  fum  of 
one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.     It  is  unneceflary  to 

add,  in  this  place,  that  thofe  privileges  have  fince  been  renewed,  from  time  to  time,  to  our 

« 

days ;  and  that,  on  even)^  fuch  renewal,  the  Company  advanced  confiderable  fums  of  money 
foi  the  fame. 

The  French  now  firft  pknted  the  Caribbee  ifle  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in  the  latitude  of  fixteen 
-degrees,  about  five  miles  north  of  St.  Chriftopher.  It  has  but  little  ground  fit  for  cultivation; 
yet  it  is  faid  to  have  plenty  of  lignum  vitae  and  iron-wood.  It  is  unfafe  for  (hipping,  l^y  rea- 
son of  the  many  rocks  which  furround  it.  It  has  been  feveral  times  in  French  and  Englifh 
hands,  by  turns.  In  November  1746,  the  Engli(h,  from  Antigua,  furprized  it,  and  carried 
•off  four  hundred  white  people,  and  three  hundred  negroes.  It  is  about  five  leagues  in  circum* 
fere  nee. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  the  duty  on  our  plantation  tobacco  was  now 
<made  four-pence  per  pound  weight.  Yet,  in  the  following  year,  by  another  ordinance,  they 
reduced  it  to  three-pence  per  pound,  cuftom  and  excife  together ;  **  they  finding,"  as  that  or- 
dinance expreflcs  it,  *'  that  the  duty  of  four-pence  had  fomewhat  intermitted  the  trade  in  that 
**  commodity.*' — Which  (hews,  that  tobacco  was  by  this  time  become  a  trade  worth  the  en- 
•courageracnt  of  Parliament. 

'  The  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  at  Weftminfter,  now  laid  a  tax,  for  the  enfutng 
year,  on  beer  and  ale  in  all  counties  within  the  limits  of  their  power,  calling  it  by  a  n^w  word, 
gxcife.  In  which  oitiinance  they  alfo  laid  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  pound  on  foreign  tobacco, 
and  two  (hillings  on  Engli(h  tobacco ;  fix  pounds  on  every  ton  of  wine  retailed,  and  three 
pounds  per  ton  for  private  confuntption  :  a  duty  alfo  on  raifins,  fugar,  currants,  cloth  of  gold 
and  filver  tiffue,  and  dama(k  table-linen;  which  (hews  that  they  were  in  great  want  of  money* 

^  ^  And 
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1643  And  the  King's  Parliament,  then  fitting  at  Oxford,  impofed  the  like  taxes  on  all  within  their 
power,  and  never  met  more<it  all.  The  city  of  London's  «eal  for  the  Parliament  was  fo  great, 
as,  according  to  Rulhworth,  vol.  iii.  p.  2,  to  agree  to  a  weekly  payment  often  thoufand  pounds, 
exclufive  of  Weftminfter,  and  the  other  fuburbs,  being  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum ;  which  ihews  the  great  wealth  as  welkas  zeal  of  that  city.  Yet 
it  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  city  could  have  conftantly  paid  fo  great  an  afleiTraent. 

At  this  time  one  Kephler,  a  Dutchman,  firft  brought  into  England  the  knowledge  of  the 
fine  fcarlet-dyei  called  the  Bow-dye,  as  being  firft  praftifed  at  the  village  of  Bow,  near 
London. 

1644  In  Sir  James  Ware's  Gefla  Hibernorum,  by  way  of  annals,  »p.  i&i,  under  "the  year  1644^ 
he,  or  rather  his  continuator,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  viz. 

Auguft  8.    The  citizens  of  Dublin  were  numbered,  and  found  to  be,  of 


Total  Proteftants    5551  Total  Papifts    2608 

Total  Papifts  a6o8 


Total  of  both  8159 

As  the  city  of  Dublin  is  the  capital  of  Ireland,  the  residence  of  tlie  King's  Lieutenanl,  andl 
of  all  the  courts  of  law,  as  well  as  the  ufual  place  for  holding  the  Parliament,  &c.  I  think  it 
impofiible  that  this  cenfus  can  be  of  any  other  than  adult  perfons  alone,  to  approach  near  to 
any  probability  of  truth.  If  therefore  there  be,  as  ufually  computed,  at  leaft  two  children  t^ 
each  adult  perfon,  then  —  —  —  —  8159 

Multiplied  by  2,  gives  —  ■—  163 18 


Total  men,  women,  and  children  -  24477 

This  was  but  a  fmall  number  compared  to  the  number  in  that  city  at  this  time ;  which  fince 
then  has  greatly  incrcafed,  more  efpecially  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  prelent  royal  family ; 
{o  that  they  are  now  computed  to  amount  to  confiderably  above  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls. 
We  have  elfewherc  obfervcd,  that  the  toll  exaftcd  by  the  crown  of  Denmark  for  all  foreign 
Ihips  paffing  to  and  from  the  Baltic  Sea,  through  the  Sound  of  Elfinore,  was  owing  to  the  pro- 
leftion  thofe  (hips  received  from  the  caftle  of  Cronenburg,  for  a  fafcguard  from  pirates,  wh© 
were  numerous  in  that  fea  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  and  alfo  for  light-houfes 
crefted  by  Denmark,  for  the  direftion  of  ftxipping  in  dark  nights.  About  the  time  the  Dutch 
Ihook  ofi^  the  yoke  of  Spain,  Denmark  made  unrcafonable  demands  on  them  :  but,  in  this 
y-ear  1644,  the  Hollanders  aided  the  Swedes  in  their  invafion  of  Denmark,  whereby  the  latter 
loft  part  of  their  dominions  to  Sweden.  This  brought  on  a  treaty,  in  the  following  year, 
1645,  whereby,  after  numberlcfs  difputes  between  Denmark  and  Sweden,  for  the  former's  ob- 
liging the  ihips  of  the  latter  nation  to  pay  toll  in  the  found,  as  other  nations  did,  and  ftill  do ; 
the  crown  of  Sweden  was  now  powerful  enough  to  compel  Denmark,  by  a  folemn  treaty,  at 
Chriftianople,  to  give  up  all  right  for  the  future  to  demand  any  toll  whatever  on  Swedilh 
Ihips,  having  only  their  own  merchandize,  paffing  the  Sound  ;  yet  they  were  ftill  bound  to 
pay  toll  for  the  merchandize  of  other  nations  in  their  bottoms. 
Vol,  IL  3  E  Moreover, 
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1644  Moreover,  at  the  iaid  treaty,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  renewed  formef 
treaties  with  Denipark;'  and  hereby  the  Dutch  fettled  the  mQder?te  toll  they  were 'thencefor* 
ward  to  pay  at  pafling  the  Sounds  being  about  twenty-five  pounds  fterling  for  a  fliip  of  two 
hundred  tons  t  to  which  France  and  England  alfo  agreed. 

By  the  third  articlarof  this  treaty  it  is  exprcfsly  ftipulate  d  that  the  fearching  of  Dutch  fliips 
and  goods  pafling  the  Sound  ihall  ceafe,  and  entire  credit  ftiall  be  given  to  the  mariners  pro--^ 
ducing  their  cockets.  And  the  tolls  now  agreed  on  ihall  continue  the  fame  for  forty  years  to 
come. 

1645  We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1640,  that  the  royal  mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  had,  for 
fome  years  before  that  period,  been  made  ufe  of  as  a  kind  of  bank  or  depofit,  for  the  fafety  of 
merchants  to  lodge  their  cafh  therein.  But  King  Charles  the  Firft  having,  in  that  year,  made 
free  with  their  money  therein,  the  mint  loft  its  credit  in  that  refpedl.  After  which,  the  mer-^ 
chants  and  traders  of  London  generally  trufted  tlieir  cafh  with  their  fervants,  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war,  when  it  was  very  cuftomary  for  their  apprentices  and  clerks  to  leave  their 
xnafters,  and  go  into  the  army.  Whereupon,  in  fuch  unfettled  times,  merchants,  not  longer 
daring  to  confide  in  their  apprentices,  began  firft,  about  this  year  1645,  ^^  lodge  their  necef* 
fary  cafh  in  goldfmiths  hands,  both  to  receive  and  pay  for  them  :  until  which  time,  the  whole 
and  proper  bufinefs  of  Loudon  goldfmitbs  was,  to  buy  and  fell  plate,  and  foreign  coins  of 
gold  and  filver,  to  melt  and  cull  them,  to  coin  fome  at  the  mint,  and  with  the  reft  to  fupply 
the  refiners,  plate-makers,  and  merchants,  as  they  found  the  price  to  vary.  This  account  oF 
the  matter,  we  have  from  a  fcarce  and  moft  curious  fmall  pamphlet,  publifhed  in  the  year 
1676,  entitled,  The  Myftcry  of  the  new-fafhioned  goldfmiths  or  Bankers  difcovered,  in  only 
eight  quarto  pages.  Ourfaid  author  further  obferves,.  "  That  this  new  banking  bufinefs  fooii. 
*«  grew  very  confiderable.  It  happened/*  fays  he  "  in  thofe  times  of  civil  commotion,  that 
**  the  Parliament,  out  of  the  plate,  and  from  the  old  coin  brought  into  the  mint,  coined  feven 
♦*  millions  into  half-crowns  ;  and  there  being  no  mills  then  in  ufe  at  the  mint,  this  new  mo- 
"  ncy  was  of  a  very  unequal  weight,  fometimes  two-pence  and  three-pence  difference  in  an 
**  ounce  ;  and  moft  of  it  was,  it  feems,  heavier  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  in  proportion  to 
<*  the  value  in  foreign  parts.  Of  this  tlie  goldfmiths  made  naturally  the  advantages  ufual  in 
«•  fuch  cafes,  by  picking  out  or  culling  the  hcavieft,  and  melting  them  down,  and  exporting 
«*  them.  It  happened  alfo,  that  our  gold  coins  were  too  weighty,  and  of  thefe  alfo  they* toot 
*'  the  like  advantage. 

•*  Moreover,  fuch  merchants  fervants  as  ftill  kept  their  mafters  running  cafh,  had  fallen 
<*  into  a  way  of  clandeftinely  lending  the  fame  to  the  goldfmiths,  at  four-pence  percent,  per 
«'  diem  ;  who,  by  thefe,  and  fuch-llke  means,  were  enabled  to  lend  out  great  quantities  of 
•*  cafh  to  neccflitous  merchants  and  others,  weekly  or  monthly,  at  high  intereft ;  and  alfo  be~ 
"  gan  to  difcount  the  merchants  bills  at  the  like,  or  an  higher  rate  of  intereft.  That,  much 
**  about  the  fame  time,  they  (the  goldfmiths,  or  new-fafhioned  bankers)  began  to  receive  the 
*<  rents  of  gentlemen's  eftates,  remitted  to  town,  and  to  allow  them,  and  others,  who  put 
•*  cafh  into  their  hands,  fome  intereft  for  it,  if  it  remained  but  for  a  fingle  month  in  their 
«*  bands,  or  even  a  leflcr  time.  This  was.  a  great  allurement  for  people  to  put  their  money 
"  into  their  hands,  which  would  bear  intereft  till  the  day  they  wanted  it,  (fomewhat  like  our 
Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  bonds.)  And  they  could  alfo  draw  it  out  by  one  hundred 
*•  pounds,  or  fifty  pounds,  &c.  at  a  time,  as  they  wanted  it,  with  infinitely  lefs  trouble  than 
**  if  they  had  lent  it  out  on  either  real  or  perfonal  fecurity.    The  confequence  was,  that  it 

t  quickly 
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1645  *'  quickly  brought  a  great  quantity  of  caJh  into  their  hands ;  fo  that  the  chief  or  grcateft  of 
**  them  were  now  enabled  to  fupply  Cromwell  with  money  in  advance  on  the  revenues,  as 
*'  his  occafions  required,  upon  great  advantages  to  themfelves. 

**  After  the  reftoration.  King  Charles  "being  in  want  of  money,"  (this  was  a  bold  pamph- 
let at  this  time ;  but,  although  it  was  printed,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  publifhed, 
there  being  neither  bookfeller's  nor  printer's  name  prefixed)  **  the  bankers  took  ten  per  cent. 
*«  of  him  barefacedly,**  as  our  author  cxprcfles  it;  **  and,  by  private  contracts  on  many  bills, 
**  orders,  tallies,  and  debts  of  that  King,  they  got  twenty,  fometimes  thirty  per  cent,  to  the 
**  great  ciflionour  of  the  'government.  Tfcis  great  gain  induced  the  goldfmiths  more  and 
**  more  to  become  lenders  to  the  King  ;  to  anticipate  all  the  revenue;  to  take  every  grant  of 
**  Parliament  into  pawn,  as  foon  as  4t  was  given  ;  alfo  to  outvie  each  otlier  in  buying  and  ta- 
^'  king  to  pawn  bills,  orders,  and  tallies:  fo  that,  in  effe£i,  all  the  revenue  paded  through 
**  their  hands." — And  fo  tliey  went  on,  t>i  11  the  fatal  Ihutting^ of  tlic  Exchequer,  in  the  year 
1672 ;   which  will  be  noted  in  its  place. 

Since  the  happy  revolution,  in  the  year  1688,  our  legiflators- have  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  6rown  alone  to  make  anticipations  on  Parliamentary  grants,  which  can  only  be  done  by  a 
claufe  or  claufes  in  fuch  refpeftive  ftatutes. 

In  this  fame  year  1645,  the  celebrated  and  nK>ft  learned  Hugo  Grotius  departed  this  life.— 
He  was  a  great  philofopher  and  divine,  as  well  as  an  hiftorian  and  politician  ;  and  wrote  in 
defence  of  the  independence  of  his 'country  of  Holland  againft  Spain  ;  and  of  the  abfolute 
freedom  of  the  navigation  ou  the  fea,  againft  all  mankind,  with  tiie  greateft  flrength  of 
judgment. 

By  a  treaty  of  connnerce  now  concluded' between^ the  Queen  Regent  of  France,  in  the  mi- 
nority of  Louis  XIV.  and  the  King  and  kingdom  of  Denmark,  it  was  ftipulated,  among  other 
things,  "  That  French  (hips,  or  fhips  hired  or  laded  by  Frenchmen,"  (France  had  fo  few 
trading  fliips  of  her  own  at  thofe  times,  that  this  defcription  was  very  neceflary)  "  palHng  the 
*^  famous  Sound  of  Denmark,  whitherfoever  they  may  be  bound  or  may  come  from,  or  what 
**  foever  they  may  have  on  board,  fliall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  any  more  toll  than  that  agreed 
*^  this  fame  year  in  a  table  of  this  toll  with  the  Dutch."  And  the  French  fhall  pay  the  fame 
■for  fea-beacons  and  fires  as  the  Dutch  pay.  And  that  both  kingdoms  fhall  in  general  enjoy 
freedom  of  commerce  in  each  other's  refpe6Hve  kingdoms. 

In  the  Colleftion  of  Orders,  Ordinances,  and  Declarations  of  Parliament,  printed  for 
E.  Hulband,  Printer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  m  folio,  in  the  year  1646,  we  have  a  lift, 
p.  665,  of  the  public  navy,  and  alfo  of  the  merchant-fhips,  iet  forth  in  tlie  fummer  1645,  by 
erder  of  Parliament,  viz. 

Tons.  Men.  Gians. 

I  Ship  (Vifcc-admiral  Blyth)  of    -    875    — ^-—    280    — ■  ■—    50 
I  Ship  of  —  —        600         ■  170  '    40 

I  Ship  (Rear-admiral  Owen)  of        575         •  170    ■  40 

I  Ship  of  —  —  557    170^ 38 

I  Shipot  —  —        520    ■  170    — — —    38 

I  Ship  of  —  —  559    ■  160    ■  ■     ■     ■     38 

1  Ship  (under  Vice-admiral  Batten)  of  650    — — —    a6o    — ^— .    36 
I  Ship  of  —  —.512    — — —     160  ■     36 

I  Ship  of  —  —  500  ■■     150    — -— .    36 

3  E  a  The 
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1645  The  reft  confided  of  fcvcnteen  fmaller  (hips  from  four  hundred  tons,  and  one  hundred 
and  ten  men,  and  twenty-eight  guns,  down  to  eighty  tons,  forty-five  men,  and  eight  guns. 
So  that  here  is  only  one  (hip  which  might  poflibly  be  admitted,  in  our  days,  into  a  line  of 
battle. 

The  Royal  Soverofign,  built  ten  years  before,  and  perhaps  fevcral  other  large  fhips  of  war, 
were  eitlier  ftill  under  the  King's  command,  or  elfe  were  not  as  yet  judged  neceflary.  There 
were  alfo  fix  pinks  and  frigates,  or  each  fifty  tons  burthen  ;  and  eighteen  merchant-fhips,  from 
four  hundred  and  five  tons,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  men,  and  twenty-nine  guns,  down. 
to  one  hundred  and  fix  tons,  fifty-nine  men,  and  twelve  guns.  Probably  this  was  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Parliament's  naval  force. 

At  this  time,  however,  there  arofe  a  great  coldnefs  and  jealoufy  between  this  Parliament^ 
and  the  Dutch  republic ;  the  Hollanders,  through  the  Prince  of  Orang.e's   influence,  having 
fliewn  a  manifeft  partiality  ta^he  King^'s  fide,  which  the  Parliament,   at  this  time,  clofcly  ar« 
gued  with  the  States-General,  in  a  long  and  lliarp  declaration  or  remonftrance^  printed  in  the 
faid  book  of  ordinances.     The  Parliament,  therefore,  foon  found  it  needful  to  increafe  their 
marine,  as  forefeeing  a  ftorm  from  that  quarter. 
S646      By  an  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  in  the  year  1646,  it  was  en* 
a&ed,  That  from  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,   1645,  old  ftile,    "  The  court  of  wards  andi 
**  liveries^,  and  all  wardfhips,  liveries,  priraier-feifins,  and  ouflrc-les-mains,  be  taken  away, 
"  And  that  all  tenures  by  homage,  and  all  fines,  licences,  feizures,  and  pardons  for  aliena- 
•*  tion,  be  likewife  taken  away  :  as  alfo,  tliat  all  tenures  by  knights-fervice,  either  of  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  or  of  others,  or  by  knights-fervice,  or  foccage  in  capite  of  his  Majefty,  be  turned  inta 
*•  free  and  common  foccage/' — ^^Which  ordinance  was  amply  confirmed, by  an  aft  of  the  Pro-- 
teAor  andhis  -Parliament',  in  the  year  1656. 

The  removal  of  tl)cfe  ancient  badges  of  Norman  fervitude,  or  fomcthing  too  near  arkin  to* 
flavery,  was  thought* fo  reafonable^.  tliough  now  enafted  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  alone,, 
without  tlie  King>  witlvwhom  they  were  now  at  war,  that,  upon,  the  reftoration  of  King. 
Charles  the  Second^  it  was  confirmed  by  a  legal  aft  of  the  Icgiflature, .  as  will  be  feen  in  its 
place.     Servitude  or  vafialage  is,  in  its  confequences^ever  obftruftive  of  commerce  and  induf- 
try,  and  therefore  prope^to  be  removed  ia  all  free  and  wife  governments.     In  a  fawning  letter 
from  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Queen's  Elizabeth's  fecrctary,  to. King  James  of  Scotland,  in  the  year 
1^01,  amongft  othef  points,  he  exliort«  him, in  the  fpUowing  words,  "  To  diflblve  the  court  of; 
"  wards  in  England,"  (on*the  fuppofition  of  his  undoubtedly  fucceeding  that  Queen)  «*  being 
^  the  ruin  of  all  the  noble  and  ancient  families  of  this  reaJlm,  by  ba(e  matches  and  evil  educa«- 
"  tion  of  children,  by  which  no  revenue  of  the  crown  will  be  defrayed.'^-^Vide  the  Appendix. 
t9  Dr..Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Scotland;  vol.  ii.  p.  117,  publifhed  in  the  year  1759. 

By  another- printed  ordinance,  of  the  faid  Lords  AQdComnaonSyirx  1646,  we  fee  fomewhat- 
of  the  Hate  of  the  thon  commerce  of  and  to  the  Englifh  American  plant^ations ;  reciting, . 
^  that\ whereas  the  feveral  plantations  of  VirgiL[iia,  Bcrn)udas,  Sarbadoes,  and  other  places  of 
^  Amcricaf  have  been r much  beneficial  to  this  kingdom,  by  the  increafe  of  navigation,  and: 
^  of  the  c»fto4iis  arifing  from  the  con^moditles  of  the  growth  of  thofe  plantations  imported : 
*^^  inta  this  kingdom.  And  as  goods  and  necefiaries  carried  thitber: from,  hence  have-not: 
'^  hitherto  paid  any  cuftom;  foe  the  better  carrying  on  of  tlxe  faid  plantations,  it  is  now  or-- 
*<  dained  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  P.arliament,  that  all  merchandize,  goods,  and  ne-- 
«4  ccflasies^  for  the  fugportation^  ufe|,and  expcuce  of  the  isiijl  plant^ons,  ihall  pay  no  cuftom^: 
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1646  "  nor  duty  for  the  fame,  the  duty  of  excifc  only  excepted,  for  three  years  to  come,  except 
**  to  the  plantations  in  Newfoundland :  fecurity  being  given  here,  and  certificates  from 
*•  thence,  that  the  faid  goods  be  really  exported  thither,  and  for  the  only  ufe  of  the  faid 
*'  plantations. — Provided  always,  that  none  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  faid  plantations  do- 
**  fufFcr  any  fliip  or  vcflel  to  lade  any  goods  of  the  growth  of  tlie  plantations,,  and  carry  them 
^*  to  foreign  parts,  except  in  Englilh  bottoms  ;  under  forfeiture  of  the  before-named  exemp- 
**  tion  from  cuftoms.'*  Hereby  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the  navigation  afts  afterward^ 
which  may  be  juflly  termed  the  Commercial  Palladium  of  Britain.  We  fhall  alfo  fee  this 
wife  provifo  further  legally  enafted  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  by 
the  famous  a£ls  of  navigation^ 

It  is  but  too  true,  that  both  the  En^lifh  and  Hollanders  continued  too  long  to  deprefs  Spain^ 
and  too  long  to  encourage  the  preponderation  of  the  power  and  flrength  of  France  ;  whereby 
even  fo  early  as  this  time,  the  balance  of  power,  with  refpe£k  to  thofe  two  nations,  was  much 
endangered.  Thus  the  Orange  party  in  Holland,  jealous  of  the  oppofite  democratical  party,, 
made  Admiral  Van  Trump,  in  the  years  1644 — 5 — 6,  block  up  the  ports  of  Gravelines,  Mar— 
dyk,  and  Dankirk,  until  they  at  length  fell  finally  into  the  hands  of  France  :  and,  in  recom- 
pence,  France  made  many  feizures  of  Dutch  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  whereby,  it  is 
faid,  the  democratical  merchants  of  Amfterdam  alone  loft  ten  millions  of  guilders. 

According  to  Savary's  DiAionaire  Uniyerfelle  du  Commerqe,  "  the  manufafture  of  fine 
•*  woollen  cloth  was  now  firft  fet  on  foot  at  Sedan,  by  three  Frenchmen,  who  had  a  patenr 
•*  for  twenty  years,  to  be  the  fole  direft9rs  of  the  manufafture  of  black  as  well  as  colouredi 
"  cloths  :  and,  for  their  encouragement,  they  had  each  a  penfion  of  five  hundred  livres  for 
•*  life^  and  their  children  were  thereby  nobilitatcd  in  France  ;  and  their  foreign  workmen  de- 
"  clared  to  be  denizens  of  France,  free  from  being  quartered  on.  by  foldiers,  and  from  all 
"  taxes  and  excifes.  The  directors- were  alfo  allowed  eight  thoufand.livres  yearly  for. carrying: 
•*  on  that  manufadure  during  the  faid- term.  And,"  adds  Savary,  "  the  fuccefs  lias  even 
"  exceeded  expectation  ;  the  Sedan  cloths  having  been  brought  to  great  perfeftion." 

Thus  we  fee,  that  Cardinal  Mazarine  trod  in  the  fteps  of  his  predeceflbr,  Richlieu ;  and  we 
cannot,  wonder  at  the  improvements  made  by  France  in  almoft  every  fpecies  of  manufacture^ 
when  we  fee  fuch  great  and  early  encouragements  given  to  the  promoters  of  them. 
Wheat  per  quarter,  two  pounds  eight  (hillings. — Chronicon  Preciofum.. 
1647       At  this  time  Spain's  greatfeeblenefs.  and  declenfion  was  become- extremely  apparent.     Her 
wantof  manu&£tures,  produ£t,  and  other  neceflaries,.  within  herfelf,  for  the  fupplying  of  her 
vaft  American  colonics,  oecafioning  allthe  gold  and  filver  brought  from  thence  home  to  be  paid 
away,  as  fail  as  they  received  it,  to  the  Englifhy  Dutch,  French,  Germans,  and  Italians,  for 
all  kinds  of  neceflaries  for  her  faid  colonics.     Moreover,  the.  fcarcity  of  people  in  Spain,  com- 
pared to  the  great  extent-  of  that  country,  was^  now  fadly  felt ;  partly  occafioned  by  Spain's . 
having,  as  has  been  related,  formerly  driven  out  fo  vaft  a  number  of  Moors  and  Jews,  and . 
partly  by  permitting  fuch  numbers  of  her  people,  to  go  over  from  time  to  time  entirely  to  • 
fettle  in  America  ;  fo  that  Spain  was  become  more  than  half  defolate*;  and  even  thofe  fiill  re- 
maining in  it  were  become  the  moft  idle,  lazy*  and  indolent  fort  of  people  of  any  civilized, 
nation.     It  was  certain  they  could  not  find  people  enough  of  their  own  for  cultivating  their 
lands,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  employ  poor  French  peafants,  as  indeed  they  have  to  this 
time  done,,  to  come  every  year  oyer  the  Pyreneaa  mountains  into  Spain,  for  getting, in  their 
harvefts^ 

Xbiss 
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1647  This  melancholy  iituation  in  the  rcign  of  King  Philip  IV.  is  by  tome  authors  faid  to  hve 
put  the  Spanifh  Court  upon  confultation,  in  the  year  1647^  or  about  the  middle  of  this  cen- 
tury, whether  it  might  not  be  advifeabic  for  the  King  and  his  Court,  &c.  to  remove  to  and 
fettle  entirely  in  America  ;  in  confidcration  of  their  not  having  a  fufSciency  of  people  for  the 
joint  prclervation  of  the  Spanish  dominions  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

In  the  next  fuccecding  rcign  of  King  Charles  II.  Spain  grew  ftili  more  feeble :  yet,  after 
all,  (he  has  fince,  through  wifer  counfcls,  been  able  to  weather  moft  of  her  misfortunes,  and 
IS,  in  our  days,  in  a  more  profperous  condition  than  fhe  had  been  for  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  EngHfh  Parliament  now  wifely  and  abfolutely  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  Englifh  wool.  They  alfo  iffued  a  proclamation  for  fupporting  the  privi* 
leges  and  charters  of  the  fociety  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  of  England  ;  who,  in  this  year, 
had  removed  their  foreign  refidcncc  or  comptoir  from  Delft  or  Dort.  And  our  woollen  trade 
at  this  time  was  in  a  very  profperous  condition. 

Yet,  through  many  various  misfortunes,  and  efpccially  the  many  encroachments  and  cruel- 
ties of  the  Dutch  Company,  the  Englifh  Eall  India  Company's  trade  fecms  to  have  been,  at 
this  time,  almoft  quite  funk,  or  at  leaft  much  decayed. 

It  was  about  this  year  that  the  Caribbee  ifle  of  Marigalante  was  begun  to  be  fettled  by  the 
French.  Such  parts  of  it  as  are  plain  and  not  quite  barren  they  cultivated  very  well,  chiefly 
for  the  growth  of  tobacco  :  but  it  is  faid  to  be  in  general  very  mountainous.  Columbus,  in 
the  year  1493,  named  it  after  his  own  fhip. 

England's  wealth  and  commerce  at  this  time  was  very  confiderable  ;  fince,  notwithftanding 
the  interruptions  which  a  fix  years  civil  war  muft  have  occafioned,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
had  raifed  upwards  of  forty  millions  fterling,  for  the  war  againft  the  King,  between  the  years 
1641  and  1647,  or  about  fix  millions  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
lix  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  four-pence  per  annum, — Royal  Treafury  of  England,  oc- 
tavo»  in  the  year  1 725,  p.  297, — befide  what  the  King  had  raifed  in  the  counties  where  his  in* 
tereft  was  predominant. 

Wheat  per  quarter,  three  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  eight-pence,  Chronicon  Pre- 
ciofum. 

1648  The  pitch  and  tar  manufacture  of  Sweden  was  in  early  times  a  vc^y  confiderable  part  of 
their  commerce.  The  principal  ports  from  whence  thofe  two  articles  were  of  old  exported 
were  Stockholm  and  Wyburg,  for  the  fupplying  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  But  Queen  Chrif- 
tiana  having,  in  the  year  1648,  erefted  a  joint  flock  tar  company,  exclufive  of  all  others, 
whereby  they  were  faid  to  have  doubled  their  capital  every  three  years,  that  monopoly  having  laid 
fuch  exorbitant  prices  on  pitch  and  tar;  and  they  obliged  themfelves  by  that  cliartcr  to  take  off 
all  that  was  made  in  the  kingdom,  that  even  fuch  parts  of  Sweden  as  before  made  no  tar,  were 
then  obliged  to  engage  in  the  makmg  of  it ;  whereby  the  quantity  thereof  became  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  fuch  parts  of  Sweden  as  were  not  within  the  limits  of  that  Company's  patent,  which 
had  nearly  ruined  that  monopoly.  However,  by  frefti  aids  it  recovered  itfelf  again  ;  and  fo 
lately  as  the  beginning  of  our  prefent  century,  it  had  like  to  have  greatly  diftreffed  England  ; 
though  in  the  iffue  it  produced  much  good,  as  will  be  fecn  under  the  year  1703. 

The  long  and  bloody  war*?  between  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  on  one  fide,  and  France  and 
Sweden  on  the  other  fide,  at  length  brought  on  the  famous  treaty  of  Munfter  and  Paderborn, 
X>T,  as  often  ftiled,  the  treaty  of  Wcftphalia,  in  this  fame  year.    England  had  indeed  no  con« 
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1648  cern  therein,  being  too  deeply  engaged  at  home ;  yet  as  this  memorable  pacification  confider- 
^bly  afFcfted  all  the  other  great  potentates  of  Chriftendom  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  it  well 
deferves  a  due  animadverlion  in  this  work,  as  far  as  more  immediately  relates  to  our  fubjeft. 
Vide  vol.  ii.  p.  335,  &c.  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  odlavo,  fc- 
cond  edition,  London,  1732. 

I.  With  refpeft  to  the  German  empire,  great  alterations  were  thereby  made  therein,  in 
favour  of  France,  Sweden,  and  Bavaria,  by  yielding  and  confirming  to  France  large  dominions 
there :  Sweden  got  a  great  part  of  Pomerania,  with  the  Archbilhoprick  of  Bremen,  hereby 
fecularized  and  converted  into  a  dukedom,  and  alfo  the  Bilhopric,  fince  called  the  Principa- 
lity, of  Verden :  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  gained  all  the  Upper  Palatinate,  and  was  made  aa 
clcftor  of  the  empire. 

II.  Spain  growing  continually  more  feeble,  by  this  treaty,  found  herfelf  obliged  to  con- 
clude a  Iblid  and  perpetual  peace  with  the  States  General  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
the  Netherlands,  by  renouncing  all  former  claims  and  pretcnfions  on  the  faid  provinces,  and 
by  King  Philip  the  Fourth's  acknowledging  the  faid  States  General  to  be  free  and  independent 
fovereigns,  as  per  article  thefirft.  And,  indeed,  if  the  Spaniards  had  good  reafon  for  agreeing 
to  this  peace  with  the  Dutch,  as  it  was  commonly  believed  that  their  war  with  the  Hollanders 
had  coft  Spain  fo  immenfe  a  treafure  as  fifteen  hundred  m'rllions  of  ducats  ;  the  Dutch,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  ground  to  be  equally  pleafed  therewith,  not  only  for  the  immediate  advantage 
and  honour  thereby  redounding  to  them,  but  likewife  becaufe  they  now  began  too  plainly  to 
perceive  the  fcale  of  France  to  preponderate;  and  that,  if  Spain  fhould be  reduced  too  low, 
France  might  become,  as  has  fince  been  often  experienced,  a  very  dangerous  neighbour  to 
them,  by  robbing  Spain  of  many  of  the  nobleft  and  ftrongeft  towns  of  her  Netherlands, 

III.  This  treaty  adjufted  the  fecurity  of  the  trade  and  navigation  to  both  the  Eaft  and  Weft: 
Indies. — The  rule  of  «/i  pojjtdetis  being  now  to  take  place  between  Spain  and  Holland,  not 
only  in  both  the  Indies,  per  article  five,  but  alfo  (with  refpcft  to  Holland  and  Portugal)  in 
Brafil,  and  on  the  weft  coafts  of  Africa,  as  far  as  Spain  had  any  claims.  Spain  was  moreover 
hereby  td  keep  her  navigation  to  tlie  Eaft  Indies  in  the  fame  manner  (he  then  held  it,  with- 
out being  at  liberty  to  extend  it  further.  Spain's  only  means  of  communication  with  the  Eaft; 
Indies,  now  as  well  a?  ever  fince,  was  from  New  Spain.  This  condition  therefore  was  pru- 
dently ftipulated  by  the  Dutch. 

Neither  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Spaniftv  Low  Countries  to  frequent  the  places  which 
the  Caftilians  had  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

This  laft  part  of  the  faid  fifth  article  was  to  very  good  and  fuccefsful  purpofe  fnfifted  on  by 
both  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  againft  tlie  late  Emperor  Charles  the  Fourth's  having  fet  up 
a  company  and  commerce  from  Flanders  to  Eaft  India,  in  our  days,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Oftend  Company,  lon^fince  fuppreiled. 

IV.  With  regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  or  America,  thfe  fubjeQs  of  Spain  and  Holland  were 
by  the  fixth  article  of  this  treaty,  mutually  to  abftain  from  failing  to,  or  trading  in,  any  of 
the  harbours,  places,  &c.  poflleffed  by  the  one  or  the  other  party  there. 

V.  The  river  Scheldt,  as  alfo  the  canals  of  Sas  and  Swyn,  and  other  mouths  of  rivers  dif- 
cmboguing  themfelves  there,  were  ftipulated  to  be  kept  fhut  on  the  fide  of  the  Lords  the 
States  General,  per  article  fourteen.  This  was  for  preventing  the  revival  pf  the  trade  of  the 
once  renowned  mercantile  city  of  Antwerp  3  and  fo  it  continues  to  this  day. 

VI.  It 
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1648  VI.  It  was  ftipulated,  by  article  iixteen,  that  the  Hans^towns  Ihould  enjoy  all  the  fame 
Tights,  privileges,  &c.  in  the  dominions  of  Spain,  which  by  this  treaty  were,  or  fhould  ia 
future  be,  granted  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  General;  and,  reciprocally,  the  fubjefts  of  the 
'States  General  were  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  >cc.  in  Spain  as  the  Hanfeatics ;  whether  for 
the  eftablifhing  of  confuls  in  the  capital  ports  of  Spain,  or  elfewhere,  as  (hould  be  needful,  or 
for  the  freedom  of  their  merchants,  fadors,  &c.  and  in  like  fort  as  the  faid  Hans-towns  have 
formerly  enjoyed,  or  fhall  hereafter  obtain,  for  the  fecurity  of  their  navigation  and  commerce. 
The  Dutch  were  alfo,  by  the  feventcehth  article,  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  &c.  in  Spain 
^s  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  fubje£ls  did.  And,  by  the  eighteenth  article,  honourable  places 
-were  to  be  appointed  for  the  interment  of  fuch  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  General  as  fhould 
happen  to  die  in  the  Spanifh  dominions. 

By  the  fifty-third  article,  the  King  of  Spain  obliged  himfelf  efFeftually  to  procure  the  con- 
tinuation and  obfervation  of  the  neutrality  and  amity  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  with  the 
States  General  of  tlie  United  Netherlands. 

ffS*  There  were  in  all  feventy-nine  articles  in  this  mofl  famous  treaty,  between  Spain  and 
the  States  General,  befides  a  feparate  article,  relating  to  the  freedom  of  commerce  on  both 
fides,  againft  the  carrying  of  contraband  goods  to  the  enemies  countries  ; — and  touching  the 
fcarching  of  fhips,  paffports,  &c.  needlefs  here  to  be  particularized.  It  is  fufBcient,  upon 
the  whole,  to  obfcrve,  that  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  by  this  honour- 
able treaty,  gained  the  folid  and  lafling  means  of  greatly  enriching  their  people,  by  improving 
and  extending  their  commerce,  already  grown  to  an  amazing  height  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  as  well 
as  in  Africa  and  Europe.  And  here  we  cannot  omit  a  circumftance,  which,  though  in  itfelf 
may  appear  inconfiderable,  demonftrates  the  fuperiority  of  the  Dutch  in  this  treaty,  viz. 

*^  The  Count  of  Oldenburg  earneflly  requefted  the  States  General,  by  his  envoy,  to  be  in- 
*'  eluded  in  the  faid  treaty;  but,  by  decrees  of  the  twenty-third  of  May,  andthefixth  of 
**  Auguft,  it  was  denied  him ;  becaufe  he  had  for  many  years  demanded  toll  on  the  Wefer,  in 
•*  order  to  difcourage  and  obflruft  commerce ;  efpecially  that  of  this  State." 
%  By  this  memorable  Wcftphalia  treaty,  France  had  the  noble  Landgraviate  of  Alface  yielded 

or  confirmed  to  her  by  the  empire,  with  the  prefefture  of  its  ten  imperial  cities  and  their  vil- 
lages, as  aUb  the  town  of  Brifac  and  its  villages.  France  alfo  had  hereby  the  pofleflion  of  the 
three  bifhoprics  of  Mctz,  Toul,  and  Verdun,  confirmed  to  her ;  and  on  the  fide  of  Lorraine 
fhe  had  Maycnvic  yielded  to  her  t  alfo  on  the  fide  of  Piedmont  fhe  got  Pignerol.  By  all  which 
the  power  of  the  French  monarchy  was  greatly  increafed,  the  German  empire  weakened,'  and 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  much  altered.  France  alfo,  by  being  admitted  to  be  a  gua- 
rantee of  this  treaty,  gained  a  pretext  of  fince  frequently  intermeddling  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
<jerman  empire,  to  her  feparate  benefit  and  aggrandizement. 

Spain,  at  this  time,  was  become  fo  feeble,  in  point  of  naval  aifairs,  as  to  be  obliged  to  hire 
Dutch  veflels,  for  the  carrying  on  of  her  American  commerce.  \ 

On  the  other  hand,  as  fortune  is  feldom  favourable  every-wherc,  the  Dutch  Wefl  India 
Compapy  was,  in  this  fame  year,  driven  out  of  Angola,  in  Africa,  by  the  Portuguefe. 

In  tliis  fame  year  alfo  was  laid  the  foundation  of  the  famous  Stadt-huys  of  Araflerdamj 
hitherto  deemed  the  mofl  magnificent  flrufture  of  that  kind  in  all  Europe. 

In  Harris's  Colleftion  of  Voyages,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  223,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Englifh  Ruffia 
Company  remained  entire  maflers  of  the  commerce  to  Archangel  until  the  death  of  King 
Charles  the  Firfl ;  when  it  feems  the  Hollanders  having  by  that  time  gained  a  powerful  in- 
fluence 
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1649  fluencc  at  the  Ruffian  court,  the  miniftcrs  thereof  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity,  under  pretence 
of  revenge  againft  a  nation  who  had  murdered  their  King,  to  introduce  the  Dutch  into  the 
Archangel  trade,  upon  condition  of  their  paying  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports. Whereby  the  Hollanders  reaped  fuch  advantage  that  the  Polilh  Envoy,  in  the  year 
1689,  affirmed,  they  bad  in  that  year  two  hundred  factors  at  Archangel. 

This  feems  to  be  a  more  probable  ftate  of  the  Ruffian  trade,  than  that  of  the  author  of  the 
'Relation  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  Embaffy  to  Ruffia,  in  the  year  1663,  who,  in  his  Introduc- 
tion, infinuates,  that  the  Czar  Alexis  Michaelowitz  had  aboliflied  the  Company's  privileges, 
purely  out  of  refentment  for  the  difloyalty  of  fomc  of  the  Members  of  our  Company  to  their 
late  Sovereign.  For,  in  faft,  their  privileges  were  abolifhed  in  the  year  preceding  King 
Charles's  death.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  this  Czar  had  cxprcflcd  great  indignation  againft 
thofe  concerned  in  King  Charles's  death,  and  that  be  had  lent  his  fon  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, while  in  exile,  forty  thoufand  crowns,  (King  Charles  the  Firft  having  lent  this  Czar^s 
father  forty  thoufand  dollars,  befides  forces)  which  was  pun&ually  repaid. 

But  this  refentment  of  the  Czar  was  no  other,  as  above,  than  a  political  pretext,  as  appears 
by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  embafly^  for  although  his  Lordfliip  remonftrated,  **  That  as  tlie 
■♦*  foundation  of  the  good  correfpondence  between  the  two  nations  was  laid  in  the  faid  exclu- 
^'  five  privileges,  granted  to  the  Englifh  Company,  who  firft  eftabliflied  the  traffic  to  Archangel; 
**  fo  the  King  his  matter  carneftly  defired  their  re-eftablifhment :"  yet  the  Czar  perfifted  in 
his  refufal,  even  alleging,  *^  That  one  Luke  Nightingale  had  been  fecretly  fent  to  him  by 
^*  King  Charles  the  Firft,  to  defire  the  abolition  of  thofe  privileges."  A  raoft  iraprobabJc 
thing.  To  which  other  frivolous  reafons  were  fuperadded.  But  it  feems  die  true  reafon  was 
the  Dutch  contraft,  as  above :  although  it  was  alleged,  ••  That  the  Company  had  carried  fo- 
reign merchandize  through  Ruffia  without  paying  any  cnftom,  which  had  occafioned  a  ge* 
ral  complaint  of  the  Ruffia  merchants,  faftors,  and  tradefmen  :  that  the  Engliftx  engroiled 
*'  all  their  trade,  and  grew  vaftly  rich,  whilft  the  Czar's  own  fnbjeAs  were  thereby  impoverifh* 
*'  ed." — It  was  further  fhamefully  alleged,  **  Tiiat  all  the  Englilh  merchants  to  whom  the 
^'  privileges  were  firft  granted  were  dead,  and  that  their  privileges  expired  wkh  them."  To 
all  which  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  replied,  **  That  it  was  well  known  that  many  of  the  Englifh  in 
•*  Ruffia  were  loyal,  and  teftified  an  abhorrence  of  their  King's  murder : — and  that  Nightin* 
*<  gaie,  before-named,  was  an  impoftor,  and  was  never  employed  by  the  late  King. — That 
^*  our  Company  had  never  iieglefled  to  furnifli  theCzar'^s  treafury  with  cloth,  tin,  lead,  pew- 
<*  ter,  and  all  other  Engliih  commodities  at  a  cheaper  rate  tlian  either  the  Dutcli  or  Ham^ 
*^  burghers  could  do,  although  they  hardly  ever  could  be  paid  without  bribing  the  Czar's  offi- 
•"  ccrs.  He  alfo  utterly  denied  the  Company's  being  guilty  of  importing  tobacco,-— of  trading 
**  in  prohibited  goods,— *of  carrying  foreign  goods  through  the  country  cuftom  free.  And  with 
^*  refpeft  to  the  allegation,  that  as  the  firft  merchants  were  dead,  their  privileges  died  with 
^*  theni — thofe  privileges  were  ever  underftoed  to  have  been  granted  to  the  En^Iiih  nation^ 
•*'  and  not  to  any  particular  fct  of  individuals,  and  were  therefore  perpetuaL" 

The  Czar's  commiffioners  trifled  moft  egregioufly  in  their  conferences  with  my  Lord  Car- 
lifle: fo  that,  being  tired  with  delays,  his  Lordfliip  got  a  private  audience  of  ithe<Czar,  *^  in 
*'  which  he  reprefented,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  reafonable  grounds  of  King  Cbarles's  de- 
*•  firing  the  reftoration  of  the  Company's  privileges,  confirmed  by  this  very  Czar  mt  his  ac- 
**  ceffion,  in  the  year  1645. — That  the  EngUfli  firft  opened  a  profitable  trade  for  Ruffia  as  well 
^'  for  England^  at^the  expence  of  many  lives,  and  the  lofs  of  (hips  and  money^^— That  the 
<yoL.  II.  3  F  ^  Eng. 
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1649  «  Englifh  had  fought  the  enemies  of  Ruffia  in  the  Eaft,  or  Baltic  Sea,  when  the  neighbour- 
•'  ing  princes  had  leagued  together  to  (hut  up  Narva. — That  they  had  lent  funis  of  money  for 
**  the  wars, — funiiflied  foldiers  and  commanders  to  fight  the  enemies  of  Ruffia,  and  had  made 
**  peace  for  them  with  the  neighbouring  princesiy* — Yet,  after  a  great  deal  of  pains  taken  by 
that  Lord,  the  Czar  and  his  minifters  perfiftcd  in  their  refufal  of  rcftoring  our  Company*s  ex- 
dufive  privileges. — Sa  his  Lordfliip  returned  unfuccefsfuUy  home  in  the  year  1669.  And  all 
that  could  be  obtained  was  only,  that  the  Company  might  trade  to  Ruffia  on  the  fame  footing 
as  the  Dutch.  And  thus  from  thenceforth  they  have  remained  a  regulated  Company,  much 
refembling  the  other  regulated  ones  of  the  Hamburgh  and  Turkey  Companies ;  each  membec 
trading  on  his  own  private  bottom,  paying  a  fmall  fum  on  admiffion,  and  certain  annual  dues^ 
for  defraying  the  general  expence  of  the  Company. 

The  Caribbee  Ifle  of  St.  Cruz,  or  St.  Croix,  had,  it  feems^,  in  early  times,  been  fubjeft  to- 
many  mafters  in  a  ihort  fpace.  The  French  Hiftorian  of  the  Caribbees,  fo  often  already 
quoted,  obferves,  that  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  bad  long  contefted  about  the  property  of  it ;  and 
that,  at  length,  they  divided  it  between  them.  Yet,  in  the  year  1649,  ^^  Engliih  obliged  the 
Dutch  inhabitants- to  .quit  the  ifland. — Soon  after,  the  Spaniards  from^  Porto  Rico  invaded  it» 
burned  their  houfes,  killed  all  the  Engliih  who  refifted,  and-obliged  the  reft  to  tranfport  them« 
felves  to  Barbuda.  But  whilft  thofe  Spaniards  were  about  to  return  b^dc  to  Porto  Rico,  two 
armed  French  ihips  arrived  there,  in  the  year  1650,  and  overpowered  the  Spaniards,  obliging 
tbcm  to  return  forthwith  to  Porto  Rico.  Here  the  French  fettled  themfelves,  and  afterwards 
fold  it  to  the  Danilh  Weft  India  Company  at  Copenhagen^ 

The  Dane&have  held  the  Caribbee  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  for  many  years  paft,  though  the. 
exaA  year  of  its  firft  fettl^mentis  uncertain^    It  is  one  of  the  clufter  of  numerous  fmall  iiles  ^ 
fituated  to  the  eaft  of  Porto  Rico,  called  the  Virgin  Ifles,  moft  of  which  are  uninhabited  and 
barren :  is  about -feven  leagues  in  compafs,  being  a  free  port,  and  by  its  fituation  very  capable 
of  commerce,-  efpecially  of  a  contraband  fort,  with,  the  neighbouring  ifles  and  territories  ofv 
other  EuFopeaiv  nations,  in  which  it  has  often  baerii  very  fuccefsfuL  . 

We  have  before  jekte^  that.initlieyear«i636,  KingGliarles  I.  granted  a  monopoly  patent- 
for  the  fole  coining  of  copper  or  braft  farthiRg$r  although  they  were  not  then  to  be  forced^ 
,    upon  poor  people.     Yet  it  appears,  from  Mr.  DrakeJsHiftoryand  Aiuiquities  of  York  City,  . 
that,  in  this  year  1 649,  there  were^ftill  private  tradefmen's  copper  halfpence  in  that  city,  of 
many  of  which,*  and  particularly  one  of  this  year,  from  the  coUeftion  pf  James  Weft,  Efq; 
he  has  exhibited the^ prink.     He  alleges,  >that  thefe  began  firft  to  be  in  ufe  in  the  time  of  the 
Ufurpation :  and  indeed  the  praAiceof  fuch  private>tCopper  coins  was  not  efFe£tually  reftrained, 
until  the  twenty-fourth  otKing^Jharles  IL  in  the  year  ^672  ;  when  the  King's  public  ones 
took  j>lace  in*  their  ftead  byhts.proclamation<:  whereby  farthings  and  halfpence  made  and  ufed 
till  then  by  private  perfons  in  trade  and  commerce  were  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be  either  paid 
or  received  in  trade  any  more. .  Wliich  was  a  very  ncedfuland.muchr  wanted  regulation,  more 
efpecially  in  retail  trades. 

From  Bifhop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Preciofum  we;  learn,  tliat  the  market  price  of  wheat . 
was,  in  this  fame  year,  four, pounds  per  quarter,  and'was  in  the  preceding  year  four  {)ounds  ^ 
five  Ihillings,  .and  in  1650  at  three  pounds  lixtcen  fliillings  and  jcigfat.  pence.     Yet  in  1652,  it 
was  fo  low  as  two  ppunds  nine  Ihillings  and  fix  pence ;  and  in- 1654,  at  one  pound  fix  (hil- 
litigs  per  quarter.     So  thkt  from  thefc  variations  in  fo  few- years  difbince,  no  adequate  rule  can 
be  drawn  for  judging  of  the  rate  of  living,-    Probably  tlie  feafonsi  might  be  very  unfavourable 
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1649  *^  *^^  ihtbt  firft  mentioned  years ;  and  poffibly  much  corn  might  be  exported  in  thofe  year« 
to  foreign  parts,  where  there  was  a  great  demand  for  it. 

An  ordinance  of  the  Englifti  Lords  and  Commons*  made  in  this  year,  direfls  the  new  gold 
coins  of  their  commonwealth  to  be  of  twenty  IhiUings,  ten  Ihillings,  and  five  (hillings  value  ; 
and  their  filver  ones  of  five  (hillings,  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence,  one  (hilling,  fix  pence,  two 
pence,  one  penny,  and  an  halfpenny.  Such  fmall  pieces  as  filver  halfpence  mull  have  been 
very  troublefome :  and  bad  they  then  had  regular  and  legal  copper  money,  they  could  have  had 
aio  occafion  for  fuch. 

We  have  feen,  in  our  x>wn  days,  that  the  qtrarter  giitrceas  of  gold  coin,  and  ail  the  filver  coin 
tinder  fixpenny  pieces*  are  hoarded  up,  as  mere  baubles,  quite  out  of  circulation.     How  much 
*      more  fo  muft  filver  halfpence  then  have  been,  more  efpecially -as  our  coins  had  long  before 
been  reduced  to  the  fame  quantity  of  bullion  as  at  prefent? 

In  Thurloe's  CoUeSion  of  State  Papers,  vol.  i.'p.  i-ij  and  226, 'publi(hcd  in  the  year  1742, 
-under  this  year,  we  learn,  that  Mr.  Strickland,  the  £ngli(h  Commonweakh's  Refident  in 
Holland,  acquainted  the  Englifli  Council  of  St^te,  that  the  States  GeaeVal  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands had  juft  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  by  which  they  farmed  of 
him  the  toll  of  the  Sound,  for  about  thirty-five  (houfand  pounds  fterling  yearly.  So  that  all 
nations  as  well  as  the  Dutch  themfelves,  were  now  to  pay  this  toll  at  Amfterdam,  which  was 
^ ways  before  cotleded  -at  Elfinore.  And  even  the  Swedes,  who  before  claimed  an  exemption 
-from  this  toll,  were  now  eompelted  to  pay  it  at  Amfterdam  likewife. 

In  the  above-quoted  work  and  volume,  p.  227,  this  fame  year,  we  fee  a  paper,  entitled. 
Some  Confiderations  offered,  relating  to  tl>e  EmbafTy  for  Sweden,  by  which  we  learn,  thaV 
wife  men,  even  fo^long  ago,  forefaw  of  how  much  confequence  our  continent  plantations  in 
America  might  prove  to  us  -in  refpcS  of  naval  (Vores.  The  words  are  thefe,  viz.  «<  The 
•*  Swedes  cannot  be  ignorant  how  that,  in  time,  our  plantations  may  Airni(h  us  with  thofe 
'*•  commodities  we  have  from  them,  and  the  utility  of  their  fending  their  commodities  to  us, 
*<  and  the  danger  of  the  lofs  of  fucha  branch  of  trade  may  oblige  them  to  an  union  with  us  : 
*'  whereas  they  cannot  run  that  hazard  in  a  breach  with  Holland." 

How  much  to  our  nation's  (hame  is  this  judicious  remark ;  fince,  after  fo  long  a  fpace,  we 
have  done  fo  little  for  the  bringing  of  that  to  perfedion  which,  probably,  might  well  have  been 
done  in  half  the  time,  to  our  ineftimable  benefit,  had  we  fct  about  it  more  eflfeftnaUy.  Yet  fo 
far  have  we  there  advanced  ahready  in  the  raifing  of  fcveral  kinds  of  naval  ftores,  that,  in  half 
a  century  more,  we  have  reafon  to  hope  to  be  quite  independentof  .a -nation  which  has^me- 
times  taken  no  fmall  advantage  of  our  ncceflity. 

In  the  before-quoted  vol.  i.  ^.  129,  of  TJiurloc's  authentic  CoUeAion  of  State  Papers,  in 
ft\en  folip  volumes,  we  fee  an  invitation^  of  the  Magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Bruges  to  the  Eng- 
li(h  Company  of  Merchant- Adventurers  to  return  to  that  city,  which  was  their  ancient  reft, 
tlence.     To  which  that  Company  repiied.in  fubftance, 

«*  Firft,  That  their  city.muft  take  off  the  lycent,  and  other  town-rights. 

**  Secondly,  That  our  Company  muft  be  fure  of  the  free  exercifc  of  their  rcKgion 
**  there. — And, 

**  Thirdly,  They  muft  alfo  be  freed  from  all  tolls  whatfocver  in  the  failing  up  from  the 
'*'  J>ort  of  Sluys  to  Bruges." 
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1649  rS*  The  laft  point,  I  apprehend,  was  not  then  in  the  power  of  Bruges  to  grant,  (ince  the 
^  town^  port,  and  territory  of  Sluys  were  poflcfled  by- the  States  of  the  United  Netherlands; 
which,  probably,  was  the  main  reafon  for  our  Company's  not  complying  with  that  invitation  : 
for,  as  the  refidence,  or  comptoir,  of  this  Company  was  at  this  rime  at  Dortin  Holland,  it  is 
not  likely  that  the  Dutch,  witli  whom  too  the  Englifh  Commonwealth  was  not  at  this  time  in 
very  good  terms,  would  ever  agree  to  lofe  fo  great  a  benefit,  by  its  removal  to  Bruges  in  the 
dominions  of  another  potentate. 

Of  hpw  great  benefit  it  would  prove  to  the  Britifh  commerce  and  dominions  on  the  conti* 
nent  of  North  America,  to  civilize  and  chriftianize  the  native  Indians  (even  abftraAing  frooi 
a  rcafonable  hope  of  a  blefiing  from  Heaven  on  ftich  endeavours)  need  not  be  told  to  wife  and' 
experienced  perfons,  who  know  how  much  tlie  French  in  Canada  were  benefited  by  fuch  a/ 
mtafure,  to  our  great  detriment ;  they  having  had  great  numbers  of  priefts  among  their  Indian^ 
for  that  end  :  they  alfo  brought  the  poorer  French,  of  both  fexes,  to  intermarry  with  the  In- 
dians :  whereby  they,  in  fome  meafure,  become  one  common  nation  together. 

This  is  far  fr^m  having  been  the  praftice  in  our  Englilh  continent  plantations:  yet  we 
ought  to  do  jtiftice  to  the  New  England  clergy  and  people^,  by  acknowledging,  that  they  have 
done  much  more  than  all  our.  other  colonies,  towaras  the  Chriftianizing  of  their  Pagan  In-- 
dians.  Tofecond  fuch  endeavours,  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  this  year  1649,  erefted  a  cor- 
poration for  propagating  the  gofpel  amongft  thofc  Indians,  confifting  of  a  prefident,  treafurcr, 
and  fourteen  afiiflants  :  and,  by  an  ad  of  that  fame  fefiion  of  Parliament,  colleflions  wera 
made  all  over  England  for  that  end:,  by  which  means  that  corporation  was  enabled  to  purcbafe 
an  eilate  of  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

This  corporation  was  legally  eftablilhed  and  incorporated  at  the  reftoration  of  King  Cliarles 
the  Second;  the  famous  philofopher  Mr.  Boyle  being  then  appointed  their  firft  prefident. — 
And  it  remains  a  corporation  to  this  day,  continuing  to  fend  over  mifiionaries  to  the  frontiers 
of  New  England,  fic  with  treatifes  of  inftruAion  and  devotion  for  the  ufe  of  the  In- 
dians. They  have  alfo  ereded  feveral  fchools  for  infirufting  the  children  of  Indians. 
There  is  alfo  continued  to  this  day,  an  annual  collection  all  over  New  Englantl  for  the  fame- 
purpofc. 

The  fait  ponds  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Martin^Sy  in  the  Weft  Indies,  lying  in  latitude  eighteen, 
degrees  fixteen  minutes,  occafioned  the  Spaniards  building  a  fort  on  it :  yet,  about  this  year 

1649,  they  difmantled  that  fort,  and  quitted  the  ific  : — whereupon,  the  Dutch  from  St.  Eu- 
fUtra  took  pofleflion  of  it.     The  French,  however,  pretending  to  have  been  pofleflcd  of  it  be* 
fore  the  Spaniards,  fent  alfo  a  colony  thither.     And  their  countryman,  whom  we  have  already 
had  frequent  occafion  to  quote,  in  the  year^iSfS,  fays,   that  the  French  and  Dutch  then  livedo 
there  friendly  together.     In  the  year  1744,  the  Englifh  from  Anguilla  drove  the  French  out  of 
their  parf  of  that  ifle ;  which,  however,  by  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  was  reftored. 

1650      The  Englifli  colonies  of  Virginia,  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and  Bermudas,  being  in  diforder 
on  account  of  their  zealous  attachment  to  the  royal  family,  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year 

1650,  by  an  ordinance,  prohibited  all  correfpondence  with  them,  unlefs  by  fpecial  leave  from 
the  Council  of  State.  That  ordinance  alfo  granted  permiffion  to  all  merchant  fhips,  as  well  as 
national  (hips  of  war,  to  feize  on  the  (hips  and  merchandize  of  thofe  then  ftiled  rebellious  in- 
habitants. And  whereas  many  difafFe£ted  royalifts  reforted  thither  in  foreign  fhips,  a  claufe 
was  inferted,  for  prohibiting,  under  forfeiture  of  fhips  and  goods,  any  foreigners^from  reforting 
to,  or  trading  thitlier,  without  a  licencei  on  any  pretext  whatever.    This  prefen^  prohibitioa 
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1^50  way,  probably,  purely  on  a  temporary  an4  political  confideration  ;  yet  we  fliall  foon  fee  this 
fame  Englifh  republic  endeavour  abfolutely  to  confine  the  commerce  with  our  colonies  to  the 
people. of  England  alone. 

By  this  time  the  commerce  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  was  arrived  at 
Its  meridian  altitude :  for  teftimony  whereof  we  have  the  authoritative  opinion  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  his  Obfervations  on  the  United  Provinces,  written  iiv. 
the' year  1673. 

**  I  am  of  opinion,**  fays  that  great  author,  "  that  trade  has  fonie  years  ago  pafled  its  me- 
**  ridian,  and  begun  fenfibly  to  decay  among  them  :  whereof  there  fecm  to  be  fcveral  caufes*. 
^  As  firft,  the  general  application  that  fo  many  other  nations  have  made  to  it  within  thcfe 
**  two  or  three  and  twenty  years.  For,  fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  reftored  tlie 
quiet  of  Chriftendom,  in  1648,  not  only  Sweden  and  Denmark,  but  France  and  England 
have,  more  particularly  than  ever  before,  bulled  the  thoughts  and  counfels  of  their  feveral 
*'  governments,  as  well  as  the  humours  of  their  people,  about  matters  of  trade:  nor  has 
**^  this  happened  without  good  degrees  of  fuccefs,  though  kingdoms  of  fuch  extent,  that  have 
"  other  and  nobler  foundations  of  greatnefs,  cannot  raife  trade  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  this  little 
**  flate,  which  had  no  other  to  build  on  ;  no  more  than  a  man,  who  has  a  fair  and  plenti* 
••  ful  eftate,  can  fall  to  labour  and  induftry,  like  one  that  has  nothing  elfe  to  truft  to  for  the 
•*  fupport  of  his  life.  But,  however,  all  thefe  nations  have  come  of  late  to  fliare  largely 
**  with  them ;  and  there  fecm  to  be  grown  too  many  traders  for  trade  in  the  world,  fo  as 
they  can  hardly  live  one  by  another.  As  in  a  great  populous  village,  the  firft  grocer,  or 
mercer,  that  fets  up  among  them,  grows  prcfently  rich,  having  all  the  cuftom  ;  till  ano- 
ther, encouraged  by  his  fuccefs,  comes  to  fet  up  by  liira,  and  (hare  in  his  gains  :  at  length, 
**  fo  many  fall  to  the  trade,  that  nothing  is  got  by  it,  and  fome  uxuft  give  over,  or  all  muft 
•«  break." 

Wc  fhall  not  prefume  dogmatically  to  combat  fo  great  a*man*s  opinion  concerning  this  prct-- 
ty  comparifon  :  yet  we  may  here  obferve,  that  poffibly  every  one  may  not  admit  the  parallel 
exaftly  to  hold,  with  regard  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  in  general;  which,  wTthout  doubt, 
has  various  new  refources,  new  countries  ftill  to  bcdifcovered  and  traded  to,  and  the  trade  to* 
other  countries  before  known  may  be  ftill  greatly  incrcafcd  :  moreover,  the  vaft  improvement 
of  the  American  plantations,  fince  Sir  William  Temple's  time,  as  well  as  of  the  Eaft  India', 
trade,  feems  to  evince,  that  although  the  Dutch  trade  be  certainly  long  fince  paft  its  meridian,, 
yet  the  general  commerce  of  Europe  is  vifibly  increafcd  fince  the  year  1673,  when  he  wrote  as 
above. 

Nothing  can  more  effcftually  demonftrate  the  immenfe  benefit  of  commerce  in  general,  and 
the  prodigious  increafe  of  it  in  Holland  at  this  time,- than  the  great  Pcnfionary  De  Witt's 
account,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  of  the  fingle  province  of  Holland's  being  able,  in  this 
feme  year  1650,  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  and  pay  the  annual  intereft  on  fo  great  a  debt  as  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions  of  guilders,  contrafted  by  their  former  war  with. Spain,  befida 
other  debts  not  at  intereft,  amounting  to  thirteen  millions  more.  "A  capital  debt,**  fays 
our  faid  author,  "  upon  intereft,  which  will  not  be  believed  by  other  nations,  nor  pofii- 
*'  bly  by  our  fucceflbrs  in  Holland,  to  have  been  able  to  be  borne  by  fo  fmall  a  province, 
**  and,  at  the  fame  time,  many  other  heavy  taxes,  for.the  defence  of  themfelves  and  their 
**  aUies." 
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i6jo  The  worftcd  manufa£lure  of  Norwich,  and  its  neighbourhood  in  Norfolk,  known  by  the 
name  of  Norwich  ftufFs,  being  now  arrived  at  an  high  pitch  of  reputation,  by  its  great  vent 
in  foreign  parts  as  well  as  at  home,  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year  1650,  by  their  aft 
cap.  xxxvi.  "  eftablifticd  a  corporation  of  and  for  the  worfted  weavers  of  the  city  of  Nor- 
**  wich,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  for  the  better  reSifying  of  abufes  therein,  and  for  the 
•*  keeping  up  the  goodnefs  of  that  valuable  manufafture."  Which  corporation  was  again 
further  confirmed  in  the  years  1653  and  1656.  Since  which,  the  reputation  of  tliofc  ftufFs, 
both  for  beauty  and  gpodnefs^  has  greatly  increafed ;  and  very  great  profit  has  accrued  to  the 
nation  by  their  large  exportation  to  foreign  parts. 

The  city  of  Amfterdam  was,  by  tliis  time,  become  (o  vaftly  increafed,  that  when  the 
I'riiice  of  Orange  had,  in  this  year  16.50,  formed  his  unfucccfsful  fcheme  for  furprizing  it, 
Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland^  part  iii*  chap.  2,  relates,  "  that  it  was  tlien 
increafed  to  fix  hundred  morgens  or  acres  of  ground,  and  contained  three  hundred  thoufand 
fouls."  Which  city  it  feems,  in  the  year  1571,  contained  only  two  hundred  morgens  of 
land  ;  fo  that,  in  feventy-nine  years  fpace,  it  had  increafed  to  three  times  its  former  mag** 
initnde. 

That  great  author,  who,  being-thefirft  Miniftcr  of  State  of  Holland,  was  undoubtedly  per- 
fcftly  well  acquainted  with  this  fubjeft,  further  obfervcs,  that  the  whole  province  of  Holland 
can  fcarcely  make  four  hundred  thoufand  and  (ixty  profitable  morgens  of  land,  downs  and 
heath  being  excluded.  And  that  therefore  the  eighth  part  of  its  inhabitants  cannot  be  fuftain- 
ed  by  what  is  raifed  or  growing  in  it ;  and  are  therefore  indebted  for  their  bread  to  the  prodigi- 
ous granaries  of  Amfterdam.  ^ 

On  the  fame  Tubj eft,  the  anonymous  author  of  The  Happy  Future  State  of  England, 
P-  105,  publifhed  in  folio,  in  the  year  1689,  obferves,  •'  How  meanly  the  atchievements  of 
**  Venice,  and  the  ejForts  to  aggrandize  their  republic,  appear  in  hiftory,  notwithftanding  the 
"  longevity  of  that  ftate,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  Holland  ;  feeing,  from  the  fame  au- 
**  thor,  (De  Witt)  it  appears,  that,  in  the  year  1664,  the  province  of  Holland  alone,  paid 
•*•  near  one  million  and  a  half  fterling  to  the  public  charge  of  the  whole  Seven  United  Pro- 
"  vinces,  over  and  above  the  cuftoms  and  other  domains.''    And  "  that  the  very  religion  of . 
•*  Popery  occafions  the  Venetians  to  be  more  circumfcribed  with  regard  even  to  their  regula- 
"  tions  of  traffic  than  the  Hollanders  arc."    Yet  this  author,  in  making  fuch  a  parallel,  might 
have  more  minutely  confidered  the  very  different  circumftances  and  fituation,  &c.  of  thofe 
two  famous  republics.     Venice  (hut  up  in  a  deep  gulph — remote  from  the  main  ocean^— bor- 
dering for  above  three  centuries  paft  on  the  Turkifh  empire,  during  which  it  has  thereby  been 
kept  in  perpetual  alarm,  as  well  as  by  the  Barbary  corfairs  in  the  Mediterranean.     Holland,  on 
:the  other  hand,  placed  as:it  were  in  the  very  midft  of  Europe,  and  therefore  much  better  fitu- 
ated  for  correfponding,  both  by  fea  and  land,  with  moft  countries  of  the  world  ;  as  well  as 
happily  fituated  alfo  for  its  immenfe  fiflieries,  of  which  and  fimilar  benefits  Venice  can  by  no 
means  make  an  equal  advantage. 

In  this  fame  year  1650,  the  Caribbec  ifle  of  Anguilla,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  firft  fettled 
.on  by  fome  Englifh  people,  wbofe  pofterity  ftill  hold  it.  It  is  reckoned  of  much  the  fame 
nature  with  Barbuda,  viz.  chiefly  for  the  breeding  of -cattle,  and  raifing  of  corn.  The  peo- 
ple are  reckoned  few  in  number,  poor  and  lazy,  without  government,  laws,  or  clergy.  Yet, 
^n  the  year  1745,  they,  with  only  about  one  hundred  men,  repiilfcd  fix  hundxed  French  in- 
graders  with  great  bravery,  and  killed  one  hundred  aod  fifty  of  them« 

About 
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X650  About  this  time,  the  French  made  a  feltlcment  on  tlic  great  ifland  of  MaJagafcar,  fituated 
to  the  north  caft  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  which  ifle  they  gave  the  name  of  L'Iflc  Dau- 
phine.  They  ereftcd  a  fort  near  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  ifland.  Yet,  after  keeping  pof- 
feflion  for  many  years,  they  at  length  abandoned  it,  its  commerce  not  anfwering  the  charge  of 
keeping  up  the  fort,  garrifons,  &c. 

In- this  year  wheat  in  England,  according  to  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  as  dear  as  three 
pounds  fixteenfliillings  and  eight  pence  per  quarter,  or  nine  (hillings  and  feven  pence  per 
b'ulhei. 

The  favourers  of  the  new  Englilh  commonwealth,  taking  notice  of  the  great  convenience 
of  the  banks  and  lumber  offices  of  the  free  ftatcs  of  Italy,  and  of  thofe  of  Amfterdam,  firft  be- 
gan, about  this  time,  to  publifti  feveral  projefts  for  tliofe  purpofes.in  London  ;  and  one  Sa- 
muel Lamb,  a  merchant,  did,  in  the  year  1657,  addrefs  a  large  folio  pamphlet  to  Cromwell, 
the  Proteftor,  on  this  fubje£k;  though  nothing  was  done  in  confequence  thereof. 
r65i       In  this  year,  the  Rump  Parliament,  (vide  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  472)  taking  in- 
to their  conilderation,  that  tlie  ihtereft  of  money  in  feveral  parts  beyond  fea  was  lower  thaa 
the  legal  intereft  of  it  in  England,  whereby  thofe  Englilh  merchants  who  carried  on  their 
commerce  on  credit,  with  other  men's  money,  und^btedly  trade  to  difadvantage  in  refped  to 
the  merchants  of  other  countries  :  in  regard  alfo,  tlie  high  intereft  for  money  keeps  down  the 
price  of  land:  they  prudently  reduced  the  legal  intereft  of  money  firom  eight  to  fix  per  cent.- 
And  fo  it  remained  till  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  when  the  legal  Parliament, 
finding  the  good  efFefts  which  this  redudion  had  produced,  with  refpedt  to  commerce,  manu- 
faftures,  tillage,  and  the  landed  intereft  in  general,  they  confirmed  the  fame,  a$  will  l^e  fecn, 
by  a  legal  aft  of  Pilrliamcnt: 

Sir  Thomas  Culpepper,  fenior,  in  his  Preface  to  hisTecond  traft,  againft  the  high  rate  of 
ufury, . puWiflied  in  the  year  1641,  remarks,  that,  *•  within  half  an  age,  we  have  feen  many 
*^  improvements  of  land,  and  a  vaft  increafe  of  the  bulk  of  trade,  by  the  abatement  of  intereft." 
He  further  remarkis,  *'  That  it  will  feem  incredible  to  fuch  as  have  not  confidered  it,  but  to 
*^  any  that  will  caft  it  up,  ifis  plainly  manifeft,  that  one  hundred  pounds' at  ten  in  the  hun- 
**-  drcd,  in  feventy  years,  multiplies  itfelf  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  So  tliat  if  there 
**  fliould  be-one  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  of  foreigners  money  now  managed  here  at  ten  per 
*' cent,  intereft,  (and  that  really  fecms  no  great  matter)  that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
"  in  feventy  years  fpace,  would  carry  out  ten  millions  of  money." 

«^  As,  in  our  prefcnt  times,  Britain  is  neceflarily  obliged  to  pay  to  foreign  nations  the  an- 
nual intereft<on  many  millions  of  our  national  debt,  the  above  remark  is  an  ufeful  argument  in 
favour  of  the  prpfent  low  intereft  thereon. 

The  faid  Rump  Parliament  of  England  now  made  another  moft  excellent  and  memorable 
law,  for  the  advancement  of  our  Ihipprng,  navigation,  and  plantations.  . 

It  had  been  obfervcd  with  concern,  that  the  merchants  of  England  for  feveral  years  paft  had 
tifually  freighted  the  Hollanders  (hipping  for  bringing  home  their  own  merchandize,  becaufc 
their  freight  was  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  of  Englifli  (hips.  Th6  Dutch  (hipping  were  there- 
by made  ufe  of  even  for  importing  our  own  American  produfts  ;  whilft  our  own  (liipping  lay 
rotting  in  our  harbours  :  our  mariners  alfo,  for  want  of  employment  at  home,  went  into  the 
fervicc  of  the  Hollanders.  To  thefe  confiderations  were  fuperadded,  the  haughty  carriage  of 
the  States  of  Holland  in  regard  to  the  Parliament's  demand  of  faiisfaftioii  for  the  murder  of 
their  envoy,  Dr.:Dori(lau9,  at  the  Hague,  andof  tlic  infult  of  the  Dutch  mob  on  tlic  Arobaf- 
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1651  fador  theyfcnt  afterwards,  whofc  propofals  the  States  had  alfo  received  very  coldly.     AH 
which,  jointly  confidered,  determined  the  Rump  Parliament  to  enaft, 

"  That  rto  merchandize,  either  of  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  including  alfo  our  own  plan- 

*'  tations  there,  fhould  be  imported  into  England  in  any  but  Englifli  built  Ihips,  and  belong- 

**  ing  eitlier  to  Englilh  or  Englifli  plantation  fubjefts,  navigated  alfo  by  an  Englifli  comman- 

^*  der,  and  three-fourths  of  the  failors  to  be  Englilhmen  :  excepting,  however,  fuch  mer- 

"  chandize  as  fliould  be  imported  dircftly  from  the  original  place  of  their  growth  or  manu- 

**.fafturc  in  Europe  folely. — Moreover,  no  fifli  Ihould  thenceforward  be  imported  into  Eng- 

**  land  or  Ireland,  nor  exported  from  thence  to  fercign  parts,  nor  even  from  one  of  our  own 

*'  home-ports  to  another,  but  what  fliall  be  caught  by  our  own  fifliers  only."     This  was  the 

.firft  famous  general  aft,  commonly  called.  The  A^  of  Navigation:  and  as  it  was,  nine  years 

after,  confirmed  or  legally  enaftod,  in  the  year  1660,  (like  the  preceding  one  for  the  reduftioa 

of  intereft  of  money)  we  fliall  be  then  more  particular  in  relation  to  the  benefits  ariflng  there- 

:from. 

It  is,  however,  highly  proper  here  to  bbfcrve,  that  this  kft-recited  law  grievoufly  afFefted 
the  Dutch,  who  till  now  had  been  almoft  the  fole  carriers  of  merchandize  from  one  country  of 
-Europe  to  another  ;  the  greateft  ^tlxI  of  whofe  imports  into  England  being  hereby  cut  off. 
For  till  tliis  law.  was  enafted,  all  nations  in  amtty  with  England  were  at  liberty  to  import  what 
commodities  they  plcafed,  and  in  what  fliipping  they  pleafed.  By  authority  therefore  of  this 
Jaw,  the  Englilh  frequently  fearched  the  Dutch  fliips,  and  often  made  prizes  of  them  :  whcre-> 
upon,  tlie  States  fent  over  four  Ambafladors  to  expoflulate  with  the  Rump  and  Cromwell; 
-who,  in  their  turn,  made  five  feveral  demands  on  the  States,  viz. 

*<  I.  The  arrears  of  the  tribute  due  for  their  fifliing  on  the  firitifli  coafts. 
II.  Forreftoring  the  Spice  ifles  to  England. 

*'  .III.  Fpr  bringing  to  juftice  fuch  as  were  flill  alive  who  committed  the  cruelties  at  Am- 

boyna  and  Banda. 

IV.  Satisfaftion  for  the  murder  of  their  Envoy  Doriflaus.     And, 

V.  Reparation  for  the  Englifli  damages  fuftained  from  the  Dutch  in  Ruflia,  Greenland, 
&c.  amounting  to  fo  great  a  fum  as  one  million  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds." 
Thus  it  is  plain,  that  the  Navigation  Aft  proved  the  occafion  of  the  cruel  naval  war  which 

broke  out  in  the  year  following  :  for  thefe  five  demands  were  made  with  fo  much  peremptori- 
nefs  as  convinced  the  States  it  was  time  to  prepare  for  a  war  with  England  i  of  which  more 
-will  be  mentioned  hereafter  in  its  proper  place. 

In  the  mean  time  the  novelty  of  this  navigation  aft,  and  the  ignorance  of  fome  traders,  oc- 
cafioned  at  firft  loud  complaints,  *'  that  although  our  own  people  had  not  fliipping  enough  to 
"  import  from  all  parts  whatever  they  wanted,  they  were  ncverthelefs  by  this  law  debarred 
«*  receiving  due  fupplies  of  merchandize  'from  other  nations,  who  only  could,  and  till  then 
"  did  import  them."  Which  complaints  were,  however,  over-ruled  by  the  government, 
who  forefaw  tliat  this  aft  would  in  the  end  prove  the  great  mean^  of  prefcrving  our  planta«^ 
tion  trade  entire, — would  increafe  our  own  fliipping  and  failors,  and  draw  the  profit  of  freight- 
age to  ourfelves. 

In  this  fame  year,  we  find,  by  Thurloe's  ftate  Papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  201,  a  projeft  was  laid 
before  the  Englifli  commonwealdi,  for  obtaining  of  the  court  of  Spain  the  pre-emption  of  all 
Spanifli  wool.     The  projeftor  obfcrved,  "  That  this  propofcd  pre-emption  would  totally  dif- 
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1651  **  folvc  the  woolfcn  manufadure  of  Holland;  which,  by  means  of  that  wool,  hath  of  late 
**  mightily  increafcd,  to  tlic  deftruftion  of  the  vent  of  all  fine  cloths  of  Extglifli  manufafturc 
•*  in  Holland,  France,  and  the  Eaft  Country  ^  and  hath  drawn  from  us  confiderable  numbers 
**  of  weavers,  dyers,  and  cloth-workers,  now  fettled  at  Leydcn,  and  other  towns  in  Holland  ; 
**  by  whofe  help  they  have  very  much  improved  their  Ikill  in  cloth,  and  have  made  in  that  one 
"  province,  one  year  with  another,  from  twenty-four  thoufand  to  twenty-fix  thoufand  cloths 
**  yearly, — That  the  Hollanders  have,  of  late  years,  bought  and  exported  from  Bifcay,  four- 
**  fifth  parts,  at  leaft,  of  all  their  wools,  and  have  alfo  fold  there  proportionably  of  their  own 
*'  own  country  llufFs  and  fayes, — That  the  French  have  alfo  confiderable  quantities  of  wool 
^*  from  Bifcay,  which  they  work  up  into  cloth  at  Rouen,  and  other  parts." — Thus  th?  pro- 
jector propofcd  a  joint  (lock  to  be  raifed,  for  entirely  engroffing  all  the  Spanifli  wool ;  by 
which  meafure,  the  French  alfo,  who  had  already  prohibited  our  cloths,  would  be  obliged  to 
take  of  us  all  the  cloths  they  had  need  of;  and  alfo  the  like  as  to  the  Dutch,  and  all  other 
nations.  But  this  projeft  did  not  take  place  ;  and  was  indeed  a  piece  of  fine  -fpun  theory, 
fcarcely  reducible  to  praflice. 

Although  the  Portuguefe  firft,  and  after  them  the  Englifli,  had,  in  their  voyages  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  vifitcd  the  harbours  and  country  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  an  intent  to 
wake  a  fettlement  there,  yet  neither  of  thofe  two  nations  had  hitherto  courage  enough  effec- 
tually to  fettle  amongft  fo  barbarous  a  people  as  the  Hottentots  were,  who  had  formerly  killed 
a  number  of  Portuguefe  on  fome  fuch  attempt.  Neither,  indeed,  were  there  found  any  good 
harbours  for  the  fecurity  of  (hipping  in  thofe  tempeftuous  feas.  But  the  Dutch  having  more 
refolution,  and  obferving  the  country  to  be  fruitful,  and  that  its  fituation  would  prove  very 
commodious  for  the  fupply  of  water  and  provifions  for  their  Indian  voyages,  they  are  faid,  in 
tliis  year  1651,  to  have  firft  fettled  at  the  Cape,  where  they  built  a  good  and  fpacious  fort,  nnd 
contrafted  friendfliip  with  the  native  Hottentots,  or  rather  rendered  themfelvcs  formidable, 
and  alfo  neceflary  to  thofe  natives  ;  by  which  means,  the  Dutch  have  fince  gradually  eftab- 
lifhed  a  noble  colony  there,  for  many  miles,  north  and  north-eaft  of  the  faid  Cape  ;  where 
alfo  they  have  tranfplanted  tlic  Madeira  grape,  producing  here  a  much  nobler  and  richer  one 
than  the  original  grape. 

Neverthelcfs,  fome  will  have  It,  that  their  vines  came  from  Perfia,  and  others  fay  from  the 
Rhine.  Hither  alfo  have  the  Dutch  tranfplanted  cinnamon  trees  from  tlic  ifle  of  Ceylon.— 
They  are  alfo  faid  to  raife  here  confiderable  quantities  of  hemp,  &c.  -  So  that  the  duties  and 
revenues  which  their  Eaft  India  Company  raifes  here,  for  they  all  belong  to  them,  are  faid  to 
be  more  than  equal  to  their  expence  for  this  colony. — Here  thq  company  have  warehoufes  and 
faoufes  for  their  officers  within  the  fort,  and  employ  a  great  number  of  officers,  fervants,  and 
negro  flaves.  Here  alfo  is  an  hofpital  for  their  fick  failors,  &c.  with  an  excellent  garden, 
wherein  all  the  curious  and  ufeful  herbs,  plants,  &c.  of  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa,  arc  fuc- 
cefsfully  cultivated.  It  is,  in  fliort,  a  very  hopeful  profpeft  for  the  Dutch  republic  and  their 
Eift  India  Company,  who  have  greatly  augmented  the  number  of  its  plantations,  by  means  of 
the  Frcncli  Proteftants,  who  retired  hither  upon  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantes. — So 
that  it  will  be  no  wonder,  if  in  another  age,  this  Dutch  colony  does  not  vie  with  the  fincft 
countries,  and  prove  the  envy  of  the  reft  of  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  Dutch  Company 
having  hereupon  abandoned  St.  Helena,  our  Englifh  Company  took  pofleffion  of  that  ifle. 

The  Englifh  commonwealth  teftifying  a  great  inclination  for  the  advancement  of  commerce, 

we  find,  in  this  and  fome  following  yeara,  abundance  of  printed  projefiks  for  the  promoting  of 
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1651  particular  branches  thereof;  fome  of  which  have  been  adopted,  and  fucccfsfully  put  in  prac- 
tice, in  our  own  times  :  others,  indeed,  though  well  enough  fuited  to  certain  free  cities  in  the 
Netherlands,  Italy,  Germany,  Poland,  &c.  wherein  fuch  projeftors  had  refided,  did  not, 
however,  fo  well  fuit  with  a  great  nation. 

Such,  of  the  former  kind,  were  the  propofed  projefts  of  charity-banks,  and  Lombards,  or 
*«  Lumber-houfes ;"  of  the  latter,  "the  making  transferable  all  promiflbry  notes  between 
"  man  and  man,  fo  as  to  circulate  as  our  modern  banks  do  :  fuch  was  alfo  the  pla^ufible  pro- 
**  jeft  of  one  William  Potter,  in  his  Key  of  Wealth ;  and  of  Henry  Robinfon,  &c.  long 
**  fince  forgot,  who  urged  the  ercSing  of  a  land-bank,  wherein  all  payments  above  ten  pounds, 
*'  or  twenty  pounds,  (hould  by  law  be  direfted  to  be  made  in  bank  credit;  and  that,  befide 
**  the  principal  bank  in  London,  there  Ihould  be  perhaps  one  hundred  fubordinate  banks  in 
*•  different  parts  of  England,  all  centering  in  the  faid  capital  bank  of  London  ;  wherein,  for 
**  the  fupport  of  the  credit  thereof,  a  general  mortgage  of  lands  was  propofed,  for  which  the 
*'  mortgagee  fhould  have  credit  in  bank  to  the  value  of  his  land. — The  condition  of  fuch 
**  mortgage  fhall  be,  either  to  pay  fo  much  money,  with  intereft  at  fix  per  cent,  within  a  year 
**  from  the  day  that  bank  credit  thould  any  way  fail  to  be  current,  or^  in  default  of  fuch  pay- 
*'  ment,  the  faid  mortgaged  lands  to  be  forfeited,  without  redemption,  and  to  be  divided 
**  amongft  the  proprietors  of  the  credit  in  bank.  Other  projeftors  propofed  banks  on  the 
plan  of  that  at  Amfterdam.  Others  propofed  a  general  regiftcr  of  houfes  and  fhips,  as  well 
as  of  lands.  A  court- merchant,  for  the  fummary  recovery  of  all  debts,  &c.  Alfo  fome 
very  ill-judged  projefts  for  the  uniting  into  corporations  all  merchants  trading  into  any  one 
**  country,  for  the  fake  of  what  they  called  uniformity  in  trade.'^  Moft  of  which  projefts, 
after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  fome  after  the  acccffion  of  King  Wil- 
liam the  Third,  were  again  propofed  to  the  public,  with  fome  variation  in  their  form,  purely, 
for  concealing  their  being  only  old  projcfts  palmed  upon  men  for  new  ones.  Such,  for  ex- 
ample, was  Dr.  Chamberlain's  land-bank  projeft,  which  was  carried  fo  near  its  execution,  as 
to  liave  had  an  aft  of  Parliament  in  its  favour,  in  the  year  1696; 

In  tliis  year  165.1,  died  tlie  renowned  Englilh  architeft;  Liiga  Jones,  Efquirc  :  feveral  of 
whofe  buildings  in  London,  remaining  to  this  day,  as  well  as  many  more  belonging  to  the 
nobility  and  gentry  in  the  country,  do  his  memory  unrivalled  honour.  Among  which,  it  is 
almoft  needlefs  to  mention  the  banqqeting-houfe  at  Whitehall ;  an  example  of  architeftural 
tafte  and  genius,  which  has  not  been  excelled  in  any  age  or  country. 

In  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  198-9,  the  magiftrates  of  Bruges,  in  1651,  again  write 
a  Latin  letter  to  the  Englifh  Merchant-adventurercrs  Company,  to  remind  them, 

''  That  in  the  days,  of  Philip  the  Good,  and  Charles  the  Bold,  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  and. 
"  alfo.of  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  their  city  greatly  flourifhed  in  commerce,  and  in  the- 
greateft  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize,  fo  as  juftly  to  have  obtained  the  reputation  of 
the  grcateft  emporium  in  all  Europe.     But  as  nothing  fublunary  is  permanent,  all  thefe 
advantages  arc  withdrawn,  and  advcrfe  fortune  is  come  in  their  place:    fo  that  this  city, 
**  once  the  feat  of  wealth,  riches,,  and  honour,  has  fince  been  the  feat  of  war,  which  obliged 
the  foreign  merchants  to  abandon  it,  as  did  alfo  the  faid  fociety,  with  their  commerce  in 
woollen  eloths,  &c.    But  no^w  a  fettled  peace  being  eftiablifhcd  betweea  the  Belgic  provinces 
"  and  foreign  ftates,  fome  foreign  merchants  are  preparing  to  fettle  at  Bruges.     And  as  they 
"  are  informed  of  the  willingnefs  alfo  of  this  fociety  to  re-fettle  there,  they  are  hereby  invited. 
"  to  come  to  the  port  of  Oftend,  and  thence  by  water-carriage  to  Bruges,  with  their  cloths,  &c, 
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1 65 1  "  to  be  afterwards  difperfcd  throughout  Flanders,  Brabant,  Liege,  Lorrain,  &c.  by  raoft 
**  commodious  navigations,  by  rivers  and  canals."  To  this  the  company  courteoully  an- 
fwcrcd,  in  the  fame  language,  "  That  as  their  faid  letters  were  entirely  filent  in  the  two 
**  moft  material  articles,  viz.  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  duties  to  be  paid,  they 
**  defire  a  peremptory  anfwer  thereto  ;  fince  the  Englifli  Parliament,  both  out  of  their  zeal  for 
**  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  for  the  honour  of  their  nation,  could  never  admit  of  a  treaty  for 
**  refidcnce  till  thofe  two  articles  be  firft  agreed  on."  So  we  hear  no  more  about  this  reii- 
dence:  and,  we  apprehend,  that  it  was  now,  or  foon  after  this  time,  that  this  fociety  began 
to  make  Hamburg  her  principal,  and  foon  after,  her  folc  refidence  and  ftaple  for  the  wool- 
len manufa£ture. 

1652  We  ate  now  come  to  the  commencement  of  the  fitft  very  bloody  naval  war  between  the  two 
raoft.potent  republics  which  the  world  had  ever  feen  fincc  thofe  of  Rome  and  Carthage. 

We  have  obferved,  under  the  preceding  year  1651,  that  the  new  Englifli  aft  of  navigation 
had  curtailed  the  bulk  of  tlie  commerce  between  England  and  Holland,  confiding  principally 
of  for;  gn  meichandize  imported  into,  and  Englifh  merchandize  exported  from  England  in 
Dutch  veflels.  In  vain,  as  we  have  alfo  feen,  did  tlie  Hollanders  remonllrate  againft  that  fa- 
mous aft,  the  Englifli  commonwealth  being  bent  on  a  war  with  the  Dutch  :  for,  befidc  the 
five  former  demands  of  the  Englifli  commonwealth,  fatisfaftion  was  now  infifted  on  for  the 
Dutch  ambaflador's  having  held  a  private  correfpondcnce  with  King  Charles  the  Second,  and 
alfo  for  not  giving  the  honour  of  the  flag  to  all  Englifli  fliips  of  war.  The  States- General  there- 
fore prepared  for  war,  by  fitting  out  a  numerous  fleet,  conflfting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  war- 
like flilps,  great  and  fmall,  though  certainly  not  equal  to  fliips  of  war  in  our  days.  Penfion- 
ary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  part  iii.  chap.  6.  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  thing  incredible, 
*'  That  the  States  of  Holland,  during  the  chargeable  war  againft  England,  from  1652  to  1654, 
*•  ftiould  be  able,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  build  fixty  new  capital  fliips  of  war,  of  fuch 
**  dimenfions  and  force  as  were  never  before  ufed  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate."  All  our  hif- 
**  tories  arc  full  of  the  particulars  of  this  war,  which  is  therefore  fuperfluous  for  us  to  en- 
"  large  on. 

On  the  the  fide  of  the  Dutch  were  the  great  Admirals  Van  Tromp,  De  Ruyter,  and  Dc 
Witt.  The  firft  of  whom,  upon  his  gaining  fome  advantage,  by  the  accidental  great  fuperi-* 
ority  in  the  Channel  over  Blake,  in  contempt  of  England's  pretenfions  to  being  matters  on  the 
fea,  failed  down  the  Channel  with  a  broom  at  his  main-top-gallant  niaft,  to  fliew  he  would 
fweep  the  feas ;  for  which  he  paid  dearly  next  year. — On  the  Englilh  fide,  was  the  great  Blake^ 
witli  Monk  and  Deane. 

It  is  fuflBcient  to  obferve,  that  in  this  and  tli?  following  year,  alnioft  incredible  deftruftion 
and  captures  were  made  of  merchant-fliips,  as  well  as  of  fliips  of  war  and  failors,  on  both  fides  ; 
there  having  been  in  only  nine  months  of  the  year  1652  four  general  naval  engagements,  be- 
fide  leflTer  ones.  Whilft  all  the  great  Popifli  potentates,  and  particularly  France,  were  agreeably 
diverted  to  fee  the  two  moft  powerful  Proteftant  powers  deftroying  each  other :  in  which  fad 
conflifts  wc  will  leave  them  for  this  year. 

In  this  fame  year,  one  Mr,  Edwards,  an  Englifli  Turkey  merchant,  brought  home  with 
him  a  Greek  fervant,  who  underftood  the  roafting  and  making  of  coffee,  till  then  unknown 
in  England.    This  fervant  was  the  firft  who  fold  coflTce,  and  kept  a  houfe  for  that  purpofe  in 
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1652  London.  Profper  Alpinus,  a  learned  phyfician  of  Venice,  who  flourished  about  the  year  159T, 
was  the  firft  who  wrote  of  the  nature  of  the  coffee  plant  and  berry ;  our  great  Lord  Bacon,  in 
his  Natural  Hiftory,  was  the  next,  and  afterwards  the  ingenious  Mr.  John  Ray. 

Some  relate,  that  coffee  h?.s  not  been  generally  ufed  in  Arabia,  where  it  grows,  and  in  Tur* 
key,  much  above  two  hundred  or  at  moft  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  It  was  firft  brought  to 
Holland  from  Mocha  in  the  year  1616,  though  it  did  not  come  into  general  ufe  there  for  many 
years  after.  About  the  year  1690,  the  Dutch  began  to  plant  it  at  Batavia,  in  the  ifland  of 
Java:  and  in  1719  it  was  firft  imported  thence  into  Holland.  Since  then  the  Dutch  have 
planted  a  great  deal  of  coffee  in  Ceylon  as  well  as  in  Java ;  fo  that,  in  the  year  1743,  they  im-- 
ported  into  Holland  three  millions  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
feventy-fevcn  pounds  weight  of  it  from  Java,  and  at  the  fame  time  but  twelve  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-erght  pounds  from  Mocha :  fo  greatly  had  they  improved  their  Java  coffee^ 
The  Englifh  and  French  have  alfo,  of  late  years,  fucccfsfully  planted  coffee  in  their  Weft 
India  ifles,  as  the  Dutch  have  aHb  at  Surinam,  &c.  although  ftill  inferior  to  that  of  Mocha, 
in  Arabia,  from  whence  all  coffee  originally  came.  If  the  European  nations  fhould  continue, 
as  of  late  years,  to  naturalize  in  their  own  wcftern  plantations  the  fine  produftions  of  China^ 
Perfia,  Arabia,  Syria,  Egypt,  and  Turkey,  it  will  in  time  bring  the  direft  commerce  to  the 
Levant  to  a  very  narrow  compafs. 

The  coffee  plant  is  faid  nearly  to  refemble  the  jeflamine  tree  ;  bearing  a  fruit  rcfembling  a^ 
cherry,  within  which  is  inclofcd  a  fort  of  kernel,  which,  when  ripe,  opens  and  divides  into 
what  is  ufually  called  coffee  berries.  All  the  coffee  brought  home  by  our  Turkey  Ihips  comes 
only  from  Arabia,  there  being  no  coffee  growing  in  Turkey  properly  fo  called,  and  is  the 
very  fame  which  is  brought  home  by  our  Eaft  India  fhips  who  trade  up  into  the  Red  Sea* 
But.as  the  former  is  brought  over  land  from  Arabia  into  Syria  or  to  Egypt^  and  thence  down 
the  Nile  to  Alexandria,  it  is  therefore  faid  not  to  be  eftecraed  quite  fo  good  as  what  is  brought 
direftly  by  fea  from  Mocha  in  our  Eaft  India  fhips. 

Coffee  was  unknown  to  the  Ancients,  although  it  undoubtedly  grew  always  wrid  in  Arabia* 
Mr.  Wottan,  in  his  Reflexions  on  ancient  and  modern  Learning,  conjeftures,  that  the  pro  1 
hibition  of  wine,  by  the  law  of  Mahomet,  made  the  Arabs  find  out  its  virtues,  for  fiipplying. 
the  place  of  wine. 

Tobacco  being  about  the  middle  of  this  century  grown  into  much  greater  efteem  than  for*- 
merly  in  England,  confiderable  quantities  thereof  were  planted  in  feveral  counties,  which 
throve  exceeding  well,  and  proved  very  good  in  its  kind :  but  as  this  not  only  leflened  the 
duty  on  the  importation  of  tobacco,  but  likewife  greatly  obftfufted  the  falc  of  that  commodity 
from  our  own  colonies  of  Virginia,  &c.  which  had  coft  fo  much  expence  in  planting  them  ; 
the  loud  complaints  of  the  planters  occafioned  an  aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  this  year 
1652,  abfolutely  prohibiting  the  planting  of  any  in  England.  Cromwell  and  his  council,  in 
the  year  1654,  appointed  commiflioners  for  flriftly  putting  this  aft  in  execution:  and,  that 
we  may  not  have  recourfe  again  to  this  fubjeft,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, cap.  34,  in  the  year  1660,  it  was  again  legally  cnaftcd,  "  that  from  the  firft  of  January 

1660-1,  no  pcrfon  whatever  fhould  fow  or  plant  any  tobacco  in  England,  mider  certain 

penalties.     So  that  an  end  was  thereby  effeftually  put  to  that  praftice. 

We  may  clearly  obferve  the  late  great  increafe  of  England's  wealth  by  commerce,  when  in 
this  year  1652,  as  well  as  in  the  fucceeding  year,  the  nntion  wa«  able  to  bear  an  afleflment  of 
^ae  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  month,  befide  other  great  fixed  taxes,. 
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165a      In  this  year  the  iflc  of  Grenada,  in  latitude  twelve  degrees  fixteen  minates,  was  firft  fettled 

by  the  French  from  Martinico,  after  fome  ftruggle  with  the  natives.  It  is  faid,  by  the  French 
hiftorian  of  the  Caribbee  iflcs,  to  have  produced  fugar  canes,  ginger,  indigo,  and-  excellent 
tobacco. 

The  great  dearth  in  England  ftill  continuing,  fays  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  wheat  was 
fold  this  year  at  three  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence  per  quarter,  or  nine  IhiUings- 
and  two-pence  per  bufhel. 

Hackney  coaches  were  in  this  year  1652  limited  to  two  hundred  in  number,  daily  plying  in 
London  flreets. 

Under  this  fame  year,  we  find;  by  Secretary  Thurloe's  ftate  papers,  vol.  r.  p.  Z19,  that  the 
Swedes  had  then  a  fettlement  on  the  gold  cc-aft  of  Africa,  managed  by  an  African  Company  : 
for  Queen  Chriftiana  of  Sweden  made  a  complaint  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Englifh  common- 
wealth, that,  in  the  faid  year,  their  fhips  of  war  had  taken  two  of  that  Company's  (hips  home- 
ward bound,  and  had  feized  on  all  gold,  &c.  in  them. 

A  virulent  pamphlet  was  now  written  againft  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company,  entitled^ 
Strange  News  from  India,  calculated  to  favour  the  folicitations  of  Sir  William  Courten's 
heirs,  afting  under  a  feparate  patent  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  for  trading  to  India. 

It  is  therein  alleged,  "  that  whereas  our  people,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Eaft  India  trade^- 
**  had  made  particular  running  voyages  thither,  only  to  enrich  a  few  ;  tliey  were  afterwards 
•*  united  in  a  joint  ftock  company ;  and  fince  then,  they  being  a  deftruftive  monopoly,  have 
•*  mifemployed  or  mifpent  in  one  joint  ftock  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
•*  in  feveral  joint  ftocks  three  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  impoverifhing  our  na- 
**  tion  by  the  exporting  of  much  bullion. — Yet,  which  is  wonderful,  not  yet  provided  with 
•*  one  port  or  place  of  their  own  in  India,  for  a  rendezvous."  How  can  this  be  true,  fince 
we  have  feen,  that  the  Company  had  poflefled  Madras  ever  fince  the  year  1620:  which  tli is 
author  himfelf  acknowledges  in  another  part  of  this  piece ;  though  indeed  not  a  good  port,  be- 
ing but  an  open  road  :  '*  whilft  the  Dutch  Company  had  thirty  impregnable  cities  in  India, 
and  employed  two  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  ftiips. — That  by  the  old  Englifh  Company's 
neglcfting  of  Ormus  and  the  Portugucfe  prizes,'*  he  fhould  have,  in  jufticc,  added,  by 
their  differences  with  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  **  their  trade  continued  decaying  from 
*•  1617  to  1634:  infomuch,  that  their  aftions  or  fhares  were  frequently  fold,  from  party  to 
party,  at  thirty,  thirty-five,  to  forty  per  ceiit.  lofs,  and  fome  much  more.  That  the  lofs 
of  the  Spice  Illands,  feized  by  the  Dutch,  is  valued  at  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per 
*•  annum  confequence  to  the  nation.  That  about  the  year  1632,  and  fince,  a  treaty  was  on 
**  foot  between  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  our  Company,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Dutch 
Company  on  the  other  part,  touching  our  claim  to  thofe  Spice  Iflands  :  but  that  although 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  was  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Dutch  Company,  yet  King  Charles 
and  our  Company  could  not  agree  or  fettle  their  refpeftive  fhares  thereof;  and  fo  the  matter 
was  dropped,  and  the  Dutch  have  kept  pofTeffion  of  thofe  ifles. — That  this  lan^uifhingcon- 
♦'  dition  of  our  faid  Company  inclined  the  King  and  Council,  in  the  year  1635,  to  grant  a 
patent  ta  Sir  William  Courten  to  trade  to  and  plant  in  fuch  places  only  where  the  old 
Company  did  not  trade.  That  the  faid  enterprize  of  Courten's  greatly  alarmed  the  Dutch. 
*•  Company,  who  feized  on  one  of  his  fhips  bound  from  Goa  for  China,  &c." 

In  this  and  other  writings,  in  behalf  of  Courten's  reprcfentarives,  our  faid  Company  is  ac- 
cufed  of  having  combined  with  the  Dutch  Company  to  ruin  Courten's  projeQs.    Mr.  Cour- 
ten^ 
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1652  ten,  fon  and  executor  of  Sir  William,  continued  the  trade  till  1646,  when,  as  he  aHeges,  by 
the  cruel  ufage  of  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  Companies,  he  was  forced  to  abandon  it,  to  the  da- 
mage of  feveral  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  His  obfolcte  complaint  was  revived  after  the 
reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ;  yet  we  do  not  find,  that  any  rcdrefs  was  ever  obtain- 
ed ,  and  indeed  it  was  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confidercd,  that  Courten's  ori- 
ginal grant  was  made  in  prejudice  of  our  Eaft  India  Company's  exclufive  charter. 

1653  In  this  year,  the  treaty  made  between  Denmark  and  the  Dutch,  for  farming  the  toll  in  the 
Sound,  in  the  year  1649,  was  refcinded,  and  a  new  one  was  concluded  at  Copenhagen,  as  in 
vol.  i.  p.  482,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  by  which  the  Dutch  advanced  on  the  faid  new  farm 
of  the  toll  the  fum  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  guilders  to  the  crown  of  Den- 
mark, by  way  of  anticipation:  the  Danifli  Court  agreeing  to  repay  that  fum  iii  annual  pay- 
ments, with  five  per  cent,  intcreft. 

The  poftage  of  a  great  trading  nation's  letters  is  undoubtedly,  in  fome  degree,  a  kind  of 
•political  pulfe  whereby  to  judge  of  the  increafe  or  dccreafc  of  the  public  wealth  and  commerce: 
yet  it  would  be  more  cfpecialiy  fo  where  franking  of  letters  by  members  of  Parliament  did  not 
take  place;  which,  it  is  apprehended,  was  not  the  cafe  as  yet  in  England,  whofc  council  of 
Hate  did,  in  this  year  1653,  farm  the  poftage  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  to.  John 
Manley,  Efq;  for  ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly ;  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Proteftor,  in  the 
year  1654.  JSy  this  fettlcmcnt  fingle  letters  carried  as  far  as  eighty  miles  paid  two-pence,  and 
double  ones  four^pence.  Beyond  eighty  miles  three  pence,  and  double  ones  fix-pence.  We 
fliall  hereafter  fee  this  revenue  greatly  increafed,  in  confequence  of  the  increafe  of  our  general 
xommerce^  and  alfo  by  aii  additional  poftage  enafled  in  1 7 1 1. 

The  naval  war  between  the  two  firA  republics  of  the  univerfe  ftill  continued  very  fierce.  In 
June,  this  year  1653,  the  fifth  general  engagement  happened  off  Dover:  Monk  and  Deane 
commanded  the  Englifh  fleet  of  one  hundred  fail ;  and  Van  Tromp,  De  Witt,  De  Ruytcr, 
and  the  two  Evertfens,  commanded  the  Dutch  one,  of  above  one  hundred  fliips  of  war.  After 
continually  fighting  for  two  days,  the  Dutch  were  difcomfited,  having  eleven  of  their  (hips 
taken,  fix  funk,  and  two  blown  up;  with  but  little  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh.  From 
this  difafter  Van  Tromp,  in  a  memorial  to  his  mafters  the  States  General,  fet  forth,  that  the 
fhips  and  guns  of  the  Dutch  fleet  were  too  flender,  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  the  Englifli.*' 
And,  in  the  firft  volume,  p.  290,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  we  find.  Admiral  De  Ruyter 
cxprefsly  declaring,  that  he  would  not  return  to  fea,  if  his  fleet  were  not  reinforced  with 
greater  and  better  fhips.  For,  as  appears  by  an  intercepted  letter  for  Holland,  ibid,  the  Eng- 
lifli Commonwealtii  had  then  aftually  two  hundred  and  four  fliips  of  war,  great  and  fmall,  and 
tliirty-five  thoufand  feamen.  And,  ibid,  p.  514,  by  another  intercepted  letter  from  Holland, 
in  Oftobcr  this  year,  the  principal  terror  of  the  Dutch  was  from  our  great  fliips. — And  our 
Englifli  fleets  lying  on  the  Dutch  coafts,  during  moft  part  of  this  year,  was  very  grievous  to 
their  merchants,  whereby  their  homeward  bound  fleets  and  convoys  were  ia  danger  of  falling 
into  our  hands.  Their  fifliing  fliips  alfo  were  kept  from  going  out;  which  brought  immediate 
xalamity  on  their  people. 

The  Dutch  fleets,  however,  when  joined,  made  one  hundred  and  thirty  fliips,  fome  of 
which  indeed  were  Eaft  India  fliips,  fitted  up  for  this  war.  Yet  fuch  was  the  then  naval 
ftrength  of  Holland,  that,  in  little  more  than  a  month,  they  fitted  out  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five fliips  of  war,  under  Van  Tromp ;  who,  in  July  this  fame  year,  had  another  great 
engagement  with  Monk,  on  their  own  coaft,  when  there  were  twenty-feven  Dutch  fliips. cither 
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1653  funk  or  burnt,  but  none  taken ;  occafioned  by  Monk's  orders,  neither  to  give  nor  take  quae- 
tcr.  Here  alfo  they  loft  their  great  Admiral  Van  Tromp^  Ker  of  Kerfland's  fccond  volume 
of  Memoirs  fays,  that  great  Admiral's  lliip,  the  largeft  in  the  Dutch  navy,  carried  no  more 
than  fixty-fix  cannon  ;  but  the  States  quickly  difcovered  their  want  of  great  (hips,  and  there- 
fore, in  this  fame  year,  built  twenty  fhips  of  from  fifty  to  eighty  guns.  Yet  we  fliall  fee,  by 
a  much  better  authority,  that,  three  years  after,  their  largeft  Ihip  carried  but  feventy-fix  guns. 
On  the  Englifh  fide,  there  were  many  men  flain,  though  only  one  fhip  loft. 

So  great  was  the  naval  power  of  England  at  this  time,  that  it  appears  by  Thurloe,  ibid,  that 
the  Venetian  ambafiador  in  England  came  to  folicit  the  continuance  of  fome  Englifli  fhips  of 
war  in  that  republic's  fervicc  fome  time  longer.  A  fure  mark,  however,  of  the  feeble  ftate  of 
the  naval  power  of  Venice. 

In  this  fame  year  1653,  an  attempt  for  a  north  eaft  paflage  to  China  was  made,  by  order  of 
King  Frederic  III.  of  Denmark  j  who  fent  out  three  veffels,  which,  it  feems,  actually  pafTed 
through  V/aygats  Streights  ;  an  enterprize  that  neither  Englifh  nor  Dutch  had  been  able  in 
former  attempts  fully  to  accomplifh.  Yet  in  the  bay  beyond  thofe  Streights  they  found  in* 
furmountable  obftacles  from  the  ice  and  intenfenefs  of  the  cold  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
return  without  fuccefs  :  and  fo,  probably,  will  every  one  who  may  hereafter  attempt  what  from 
repeated  trials  has  been  found  fo  impraAicable;  Yet,  even  fubfequent  to  this  date,  the  HoU 
landers,  in  their  northern  voyages,  are  faid  to  have  again  tried  for  this  paflage,  but  without 
being  able  to  proceed  fo  far  eaftward  as  was  done  in  this  Danifh  attempt. 

Notwithftanding  what  we  have  related  concerning  tlie  Dutch  firft  fettling^  on  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope,  under  the  year  1&51,  others  relate,  that  it  was  not  till  this  year  that  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  had  before  been  more  accuftomed  than  other  European  nations  to 
ftop  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  their  India  voyages,  for  refrefhments,  which  they  purchafed 
©f  the  Hottentots  for  mere  trifles,  determined  to  make  a  fettlement  there- 
Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  infifts  that  they,  in  this  year,  feized  on  a  Por- 
tuguefe  fort  there;  although  it  does  not  clearly  appear  from  other  accounts,  that  the  Portu- 
guefe  ever  had  either  fort  or  fettlement  on  ihat  Cape.  Yet,  as  it  is  frequently  convenient, 
and  not  feldom  abfolutely  needful,  to  ftop  at  or  near  that  place,  it  was  a  very  wife  meafure  in 
the  Dutch  Company  to-fecure  a  good  refrefhing  place  there.  Others  make  their  firft  fettle- 
ment here  even,  to  be  ftill  five  years  later,  viz.  1658..  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  in  our  days  be- 
come not  only  a  confiderable  fortrefs,  but,  partly  by  cultivating  a  friendfhip  with  the  favage 
natives,  and  partly  by  fending  thither  many  Europeans,  as  we  have  related  under  the  faii 
year  165 1,  it  is^  grown  to  be  a  fine  and  fruitful  colony,  extending  a  confiderable  way  into  the 
country  ;  which  produces  not  only  necefTary  refrefhments  for  their  fhips^  but  many  excellent 
fruits,  and  alfo  fome  of  the  richeft  wines  in  the  known:  world. 

1654  In  Thurioc's  fecond  volume  of  State  Papers,  p.  558,  we  learn,  that,  hi  the  yeai*  1654,.  a. 
fleet  of  Englifh  merchant  fliips  failed  to  Archangel,  and  with  them  William  Prideaux,  Efq; 
who,  in  his  letter  to  the  governor  of  Archangel,  ftiles  himfelf  only,  Meflenger  of  his-  High* 
ncfs  the  Lord  Proteftor  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  the  Czar  :  wherein  he  wrote,  "  that  where- 
as there  hath  been  a  diftance  from  commerce  for  fome  time  by  tlie  Englifh  merchants  to  the 
faid  port  of  Archangel ;  they  arc  now  come  thither,  with,  their  fhips  laden  with  goods.     So 

•^  It  is  required  of  the  governor,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Proteftor  of  the  commonwealth  of 
"  England,.  Scotland,  and  Ireland,,  to  know  if  trade  fhall  be  permitted  with  freedom ;  and,  if 
"  granted,  on  what  terms."    To  which  the  governor  anfwcrs,  "  that  the  Englifh. company 
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•1654  **  IS  licenced,  by  his  Imperial  Majcfty  of  all  Ruffia,  to  trade  in  Archangel  in  all  unprohibited 
**  goods  ;  they  paying  the' fame  cuftora  as  other  {Irangcrs  do.  And  that,  as  foon  as  the  Eng- 
**  lifh  have  done  trading  at  that  port,  they  muft  go  beyond  fea,  /.  e,  home,  and  not  be  per- 
**  mitted,  as  anciently,  to  go  up  to  Mofcow,  nor  to  any  other  part  of  Ruffia:  but  what  goods 
•*  fliall  be  left  unfold  may  eiwher  remain  at  Archangel  or  be  carried  back  to  England.  Mr. 
«*  Prideaux  however  is  permitted  to  go  to  Mofcow,  to  acquaint  his  Imperial  Majcfty  with  his 
•**  faid  commifrion  from  the  Proteftor."  We  need  here  only  to  remark,  that  the  Proteftor, 
without  doubt,  knew  before-hand  on  vrhat  terms  his  meflage  and  fuips  would  be  received ; 
and,  in  order  to  foften  that  Czar,  he  now  gives  him  the  title  of  Emp;;ror;  which  title  how- 
ever has  not  been  legally  recognized  till  our  own  times. 

In  the  third  volume,  p.  50,  of  the  faid  State  Papers,  a  letter  of  intelligence,  in  this  faraft 
year,  from  the  Hague,  relates,  that  the  Czar  had  Kanifhed  the  Englifh  from  Ardiangel,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  Lord  Culpepper,  agent  for  King  Charles  :  and  that  the  King  of  Poland,  in 
this  fame  year,  had  fent  a  minifterto  the  Protcftor,  to  inftigate  him  againft  Mufcovy ;  infi- 
4iuating,  that  it  would  be  no  hard  matter  to  take  Archangel  by  our  fleet. 

Mr-  Prideaux,  in  his  letter,  this  fame  year,  to  the  Council,  complains  of  the  badnefs  of 
'trade  at  Archangel;  partly  cccaiioned  by  the  Ruffians  not  permitting  any  foreigners  to  trade 
oip  into  (he  country  from  Archangel,  and  partly  becaufe  of  the  Dutch  fhips  coming  tliither, 
which  kept  up  the  prices  of  Ruffia  goods  ;  and  partly  alfo  by  the  Czar's  war  with  Poland. 

In  tlie  faid  Thurloe's  coUeflion  of  State  Papers,  we  find,  in  vol.  ii.  p.  266  and  280,  the  fa- 
mous Whitclocke,  the  Englifh  ambaflador  in  Sweden,  complaining  to  that  court,  that  the 
Swedes  had  feizcd  an  Englifli  Guinea  Company's  fort,  on  that  coaft.  The  Swedes,  in  excufe, 
.alleged,  tliat  it  was  only  a  little  lodge,  with  two  chambers  :  and  they  infifted  .on  a  prior  grant 
thereof  from  the  Prince  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Whatever  might  be  the  iilue  of  this 
trifling  matter,  it  is  plain,  that  Sweden,  at  this  time,  had  fome  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea^ 
although  they  at  prefent  have  no  fettlement  any  where  without  the  Baltic  Sea. 

Thc.war  between  the  two  republics  of  England  and  Holland  was  carried  on  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  rendered  it  abfolutely  impoffible  for  either  nation  to  hold  it  out  much  longer,  without 
■reducing  one  of  the  two  parties  to  an  abfolute  fubjeftion  to  the  otlicr.  It  was  fo  extremely 
vifible  that  England  had  the  fuperiority,  that  De  Witt  himfelf,  though  a  foe  to  the  Englifh 
name,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  p.  314,  declares  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  Englifli  in 
ftrength  of  (hipping,  (for  it  was  merely  a  naval  war,)  and  that  they  were  now  become  matters 
of  the  fea.  Not  only  men  and  money  muft  foon  have  been  wanting,  but  one  would  think 
that  ftiip  timber  itfelf  fliould  foon  have  failed  for  fupplying  the  lofs  of  fo  many  large  fliips  : 
^ncc,  beflde  the  many  fliips  of  war  deftroyed,  the  Hollanders  had  loft  feven  hundred  merchant 
Ihips  in  the  two  years  war  of  1652  and  1653.  Ncceffity  therefore  compelled  them  to  fend  am- 
bafladors  to  the  Proteftor,  Cromwell,  to  fue  for  peace,  and  to  accept  of  fuch  terms  as  he 
thought  fit  to  grant. 

This  peace  was  concluded  on  the  fifth  of  April,  1654 :  by  which  mutual  friendfliip  and 
commerce  were  re-eftabliflied  between  them.  The  moft  remarkable  commercial  articles 
whereof  were  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

**  That  tlic  fhips  of  riie  Dutch,  as  well  fliips  of  war  as  others,  meeting  any  of  the  fliips  of 
*<*  war  of  ihc  Englifli  commonwealth  in  the  Britifli  feas,  fliall  ftrike  their  flag,  and  lower  their 
•**  topfail ;  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  ever  been  at  any  time  heretofore  pradtifed  under  any  former 
**  government.'* 
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1654  ^  This  was  the  firft  inftancc  of  England's  eftablifhing  the  right  of  the  flag,  by  a  formal 
treaty:  but,  fufpefting  that  the  Dutch  might  fcruple  to  pay  the  fame  honour  to  a  common- 
wealth as  had  before  been  paid  to  their  Kings,  tjie  Englifh  republic  now  determined  to  make 
an  cxprefs  article  for  it. 

**  The  States  General  fliall  fee  juftice  done  on  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  barbarous 
<*  murders  committed  on  the  Englifti  at  Araboyna,  in  the  year  1622-3,  ^^  ^i^y  of  them  be 
*<  yet  alive/' 

In  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  vol.  iil  p.  592,  there  is  a  letter  of  intelligence  from  the  Hague, 
dated  September,  1654,  fignifying,  that,  by  a  fubfcquent  treaty,  the  Dutch  envoys  had  ad- 
jufted  with  the  ProteSor  all  the  differences  between  the  two  nations  about  Eaft  India  con- 
cerns ;  the  Dutch  agreeing  to  pay  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds,  and  to  reftore  the  ifland  of 
Poleron  to  the  Englifh  Company ;  alfo  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  for 
the  reprefcntatives  of  the  fuffcrcrs  in  the  bufinefs  of  Ajnboyna ;  which  was  very  acceptable  to 
the  Dutch,  as  their  ambafladors  wrote,  more  efpecially  as  to  that  of  Amboyna,  which  had  car- 
ried fo  ill  a  face.     Thcfe  two  fums  were  to  be  paid  in  January  and  March  following. 

And  in  voL  iii.  /^/W.  we  find  the  faid  eighty. five  thoufand  pounds  was  aftually  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  Sir  Thomas  Viner  and  Alderman  Riccard,  until  the  other  mutual  claims  of  both 
Companies  flionld  be  adjufted,  for  which  end  tlie  Protcftor  had  now  appointed  commifiioners; 
as  we  Ihail  prefently  fee. 

**  Certain  Englifli  fhips  and  goods  having,  by  the  influence  of  the  Dutch,  been  feized  and 
**  detained  within  the  dominions  of  Denmark,  fince  May  1652 ;  the  States  General  oblige 
**  themfelvcs  to  make  rcftitution  to  the  proprietors,  with  damages,  &c.  for  detention.  And 
<*  two  arbitrators  from  each  commonwealth  were  to  meet  in  Goldfmitli's-hall  at  London,  and 
**  to  take  an  oath,  to  proceed,  without  refpeft  or  relation  had  to  either  ftate,  or  to  any  par- 
*'  ticular  intereft  whatever,  for  the  adj^ftment  of  this  matter :  and,  unlefs  they  agree  upon 
**  fentence  before  the  firft  of  Auguft  1654,  the  aforefaid  arbitrators  fhall  from  that  day  be 
**  fhut  up  in  a  chamber  by  themfelves,  without  fire,  candle,  meat,  drink,  or  any  otlier  re- 
*^  frefhment,  till  fuch  time  as  they  ihall  come  to  an  agreement  concerning  the  matters  referred 
**  to  them." 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  fingular  ftipulation  that  was  ever  made  between  two  independent 
nations.  The  award  was,  that  the  States  General  fhould  pay  in  London,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
aggrieved  perfons,  ninety-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy-threc  pounds  and  ten- 
pence  ftcrling.  Vide  vol.  ili.  p.  112,  &c.  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  in  four 
volumes,  o£tavo,  fecond  edition,  publifhed  in  the  year  1732. 

**  In  cafe  the  commiflioners  to  be  appointed,  by  both  republics,  to  meet  at  London,  for  ad- 
**  jufting  all  damages  and  injuries  which  either  nation  may  allege  to  havf  fuftained  from  the 
*^  other,  fince  the  year  161 1  to  the  eighteenth  of  May  1652,  as  well  in  the  Eaft  Indies  as  in 
**  Greenland,  Mufcovy,  Brafil,  &c.  do  not,  within  three  months  after  riieir  firft  meeting  to- 
**  gether,  come  to  an  agreement,  then  their  differences  are  hereby  fubmittcd  to  the  arbitration 
**  of  the  Proteftant  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  who  Ihall  appoint  like  commiflioners,  to  give 
**  final  judgment  within  fix  months  following :  which  judgment  Ihall  bind  both  parties." 

Befide  thcfe  there  was  a  fccret  article,  whereby  the  States  promifed  Cromwell,  the  Proteftor,  • 
©ot  to  chufe  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  their  Stadtholder,  nor  Captain  General. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  exhibited  at  large  a!l  their  claims  for 

-damages  fuftained  in  India  by  the  Dutch  Company,  from  the  year  161 1  to  1652,  amounting 
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1654  to  fo  vaft  a  fura  as  two  millions  fix  hundred  and  ninety-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety' 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings — Principal,  fterling  money :  and  the  intcreft,  fey  they,  if  computed 
to  this  time,  will  amount  to  a  far  greater  fum  :  even  exclufive'of  the  iflands  of  Polcron  and 
Lantore. 

This  vaft  fum  is  made  up  of  fcventeen  articles  of  damages  and  leflesy  which  the  Englifh 
Company  alleged  to  have  fuftarned  from  the  frauds  and  violences  of  the  Dutch  Company,  in 
the  Molucca  ifies,  at  Jacatra,  Bantam,  Poleron,  Lantore,  Perfia,  Surat,  Sumatra,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Where  obfcrve,  **  that  our  Company,  fay  they,  in  the  reign  of  King 
"  James  I."  but  they  name  not  the  year,  **  took  polleflion  of  thofe  lands  at  that  Cape,  and 
**  caufed  a  rampart  to  be  cad  up,  called  James's  Mount,  on  which  they  planted  the  Englifli 
**  colours.  And  they  therefore  now  demanded,  that  the  inheritance  of  thofe  territories  might 
^'  always  remain  in  the  power  of  the  Englifh ;  and  tliatthey  may  be  free  to  colonize  and  for^ 
•*  tify  there,  and  to  trade  thence  at  pleafurc." 

Thefe  feventeen  articles  of  claim  may  be  f^emat  large  in  the  ColleAion  of  Treaties  of  Peace 
and  Commerce,  in  four  volumes,  oftavo,  printed  in  the. year  1732  ;  on  which  therefore  we 
\  Ihall  not  be  more  particular  in  this  place- 

On  tlie  other  fide,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  exhibited, .  by  way  of  counter  demand,, 
eleven  articles  ;  *^  for  expences  by  them  contributed  beyond  their  quota^  by  reafon  of  a  dcfi- 
*'•  ciency  on  our  Company's  part,  during  feventeen  years. — The  Englifli  Company's  half  of 
*^  the  expence  of  defending  Fort  Gueldres  in  Pellicate,  and  at  the  fiege  of  Bantam. — Their 
one-third  of  the  furas  laid  out  in  the  Moluccas,  Amboyna,  and  Banda,  after  February  1622^ 
when  the  Englifh  left  off  paying  their  quota  in  thofe  parts."     ftS*  This  was  a  moft  impu* 
dent  demand ;  when  it  ^as  known,  that,  in  the  faid  year  1622,  the  Dutch  Company  had  com* 
pleated  the  expulfion  of  the- Englifh  Company  from  all  thofe  iflands  :  and  yet  this  fame  modeft 
demand  was  far  no  lefs  tharrfivehtindred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling..  ."  For  the  Dutch 
"  Company's  lofs  by  the  feizing  and  detaining  three. of  their  Ihips  at  Portfmouth,.  bound  to 
**  Surat.     For  thfeir  half  fhare  of  the  lofs  of  the  pepper  trade  at  Bantam  for  fix  years,  computed 
**  to  be  as  great  as  that  of  the  Engliih,  demanded  in  their  before-named  articles,"  viz.  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     **  For  tlie  extra  charges  of  the  Dutch  Company  for  con- 
*'  voys  for  the  merchant  fhips  returning  from  India  by  tlie  north  feas,  for  twenty  years ;  and 
**-  for  wages  extraordinary  for  the  failors.     For  provifions  lent  to  the  Englifh  Company*,    For 
**^  wages  of  the  Company's.  fcveraL  fhips  and  pinnaces,,  and  the  cofl  of  others  employed  in  the 
«t  fervicc  of  the  joint  trade,  &c.'* 

And,  in  fine,  the  Dutch  Company  determining  to  out-do  the  demands  of  the  Englifh  Com- 
pany, firft  exhibited,  tliey  made  the  whole  amount  to  no  Icfs  than  two  millions  nine  hundred 
and  eighteen^  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  three  fhillings  and  fix-pence  fterling. 

Thus  the  two  Companies  made  demands  ion  each  other,  more  like  mighty  potentates  than 
private  focictics  of  merchants  :  yet  we  are  not  to  be  furprized  thereat,  when  we  confides  their  ; 
immenfe  trade  to  and  from  India  and  Perfia  ;  and  that  the  feveral  fpices  of  thofe  days  were  in 
much  greater  requeft  than  they  are  in  our  time-  It  is,  however,  more  than  probable,,  that  both 
Companies  pretenfions.  were  exaggerated^,  although,  by  the.ifiue,  it  appears  that  thofe  of  the 
Dutch  were  much  more  fb^tfaan  the  Englifh.  So  their  vouchers  and  documents  were  referred 
to  four  commiffioners,  appointed- by  each  Company ;  who,  without  doubt,  found  it  difficult 
enough  to  adjuft  fuch  intricate  accounts  and.  demands  to  the  mutual  fatisf^£iion  of  their  con^ 
jdituents. 

The 
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1654      The  confequent  award  is  dated  the  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  1654,  as  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
before-quoted  CoUeSion  of  Treaties,  not  only  by  virtue  of  powers  from  their  refpeftive  Com- 
panieSy  but  likewife  by  the  authority  of  the  Protestor  and  of  the  States  General;  being  in^ 
fubftance, 

That,  being  defirous  to  reconcile  and  re-eftablifh  a  perpetual  agreement  between  the  two 
Companies,  they  have  decided  and  determined  as  follows,  viz. 

"  I.  We  hereby  muke  void,  extinguifli,  obliterate^  and  altogether  wipe  out,  and  commit 
**  to  oblivion,  fo  as  never  to  be  revived  at  any  tirae^  and  upon  any  pretence,  by  any  perfon 
**  whatever,  all  the  complaints,  pretentions,  and  cbntroverfics  above-mentioned;  and  all 
*•  other3  whatfoever  which  either  Company  may  have  made  on  each  other,  of  what  kind  fo- 
"  ever  they  may  be. 

*•  II.  We  decree,  that  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  ihall  reftore  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  In- 
•*  dia  Company  llic  ifle  of  Poleron>  in  the  ftate  it  is  now  in. 

**  III.  We  decree  and  ordain,  that  the  Dutch  Company  Ihall  pay  to  tlie  faid  Englifh  Com- 
•*  pany,  here  in  London,  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

**  IV.  As  to  the  complaints  and  demands  made  in  the  name  of  fome  private  Englllhmen, 
*^  whx)  complain  of  having  received  injury  and  damage  at  Amboyna,  in  the  year  1622-3,"  ^'^^ 
Englifh  Company's  damage  by  violences  committed  then  and  tlicre,  being  given  up  or  com- 
penfated'by  the  preceding  articles,  *'  after  having  heard  and  confidered  the  matters  which 
have  been  alleged  and  exhibited  by  the  above-mentioned  deputies  of  the  Dutch  Company, 
in  their  own  defence ;  and  w'e  being  defirous,  that  no  relifts  of  complaint  fliould  remain, 
do,  by  virtue  of  the  full  powers  and  authority  aforefaid,  appoint  and  ordain,  that  all  com- 
plaint, a£tion,  and  damage  of  the  Englilh  whomfocver,  whether  public  or  private,  on  the 
fcore  of  any  injury  or  damage  which  they  pretend  tg^have  fuffered  at  Amboyna,  in  the 
year  1622,  of  the  Englifh  flile,  and  1623,  new  fHlc,  may  be  made  void,  terminated,  and 
**  committed  to  oblivion.     And  that  no  perfon  fhall  enter  any  adlion  on  that  account,  nor 
molefl,  diflurb,  or  vex  the  faid  Dutch  Company,  nor  any  Dutchmen  on  that  pretext. 
And,  on  the  other  handj  we  alfo  declare  and  ordain,  that  the  faid  Dutch  Company  fhall 
pay  here  at  London,  before  the  firfl  of  January  next,  the  fum  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred 
**  and  twenty-five  pounds  ft^rling,  viz.  to  the  nephew  and  adminiflrator  of  the  efFefts  of 
Gabriel  Towerfon,  lat«  of  Amboyna,  deceafed,  feven  hundred  pounds  :  and  in  like  man-    ' 
ner  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  other  fufFerers  in  the  then  cruel  maflacre  and  tortures  at 
Amboyna,  various  different  fums,  to  make  up  the  faid  fum  total  of  three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
•*  dred  and  twemy-five  pounds.     And  on  this  confideration  we  infifl  that  their  actions  or  fuits 
"  be  altogether  fet  afide,  and  cancelled,  fo  as  iiever  to  be  revived  hereafter  by  any  perfon 
"  whomfoever. 

"  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  fubfcribed  thefe  prefents,  and  fealed  them  with  our  feals,  tlic 
"  thirtietli  of  Auguft,  Englifh  flilc,  1654. 

John  Exton,  &c.  fL.  S.) 

Andrian  Van  Aelmonde,  &c.  (L.  S.)" 
llpon  this  famous  award,  very  little  by  way  of  remark  is  neccfiary.  Ce^rtainly  Cromwell 
had  the  Dutch  at  this  time  Very  much  in  his  power :  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally 
certain,  that  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had  committed  many  outrages  on  the  Englifh 
Company,  to  their  very  great  damage,  by  which  they  had  brought  our  faid  Company  into 
very  low  circumftances. 
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1654  It  is  moreover  but  too  evident,  that,  even  fuppofing  the  faSs  alleged  againft  the  EngHfli  at 
Amboyna  had  been  all  clearly  made  out,  yet  the  barbarities  and  cruelties  committed  there 
againft  them  by  the  Dutch  were  abfolutely  injuftifiable  in  the  higheft  degree.  But  as  the  bufi- 
ncfs  of  Amboyna  has  been  fo  frequently  and  unreafonably  brought  on  the  ftage  againft  the 
whole  Dutch  nation,  it  is  but  reafonable  it  fliould  be  hereafter  buried  in  oblivion. 

In  this  fame  year  1654,  an  aft  of  the  Proteftor's  Parliament  limited  the  number  of  hackney, 
coaches  within  the  cities  of  London  and  Wcftminfter,  and  fix  miles  round  the  late  lines  of 
communication,  to  three  hundred,  and  to  fix  hundred  hackney  coach  horfes  :  the  government 
and  regulation  of  them,  with  refpeft  to  their  ftands,  rates,  &c.  to  be  in  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men of  London.  Every  fuch  coach  to  pay  twenty  fliillings  yearly,  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  regulating  of  them. 

The  fame  year  Cromwell  and  his  Parliament,  confidering  how  incongruous  it  was,  that 
vaflalage  and  fervile  fuperiorities  fhould  remain  in  one  part  of  the  fame  republic,  whilft  free- 
dom, wealth,  and  commerce  were  fo  much  boafted  of  in  the  other  part  of  it,  cnafted,  the  total 
abohtion  thereof  in  Scotland. 

Had  this  regulation  been  confirmed  by  a  legal  Parliament  after  the  reftoration,  and  a  lavr 
had  been  made  for  obliging  landlords  to  grant,  and  for  enabling  tenants  to  take,  by  certain 
encouragements,  long  leafes  of  their  farms,  that  country  would  long  before  now  have  worn 
a  more  favourable  afpeft.  But,  at  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  fomc  evil- 
minded  pcrfons  about  the  King  pofleffed  him  with  a  notion,  that  the  faid  fuperiorities,  &c. 
were  far  from  being  a  grievance  to  the  crown,  who  might,  by  means  of  a  few  penfions,  fuc- 
ccfsfuUy  make  ufe  of  the  vaflal  clans  for  keeping  the  reft  of  Scotland  in  fubjcftion:  in  which 
they  were  far  from  being  greatly  miftaken. 

Cromwell  now  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  vol.  iii.  p.  97,  &c.  of  the  General 
CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  with  King  John  IV.  of  Portugal ;  wherein  were  feveral  articles  ad- 
vantageous to  the  trade  of  England,  both  with  refpeft  to  England's  freely  trading  to  Brafil, 
&c.  in  a  greater  degree  than  fince  that  period.  The  manner  and  times  of  unlading  their  car- 
goes, and  of  difpofing  thereof,  as  well  as  of  their  purchafing  and  lading  of  their  homeward 
bound  cargoes,  as  alfo  for  their  freedom  from  troubles  and  lofles  upon  account  of  the  inqui- 
fition  there.  The  freedom  alfo  for  the  Englifti  to  trade  to  the  Portuguefe  colonies  in  India  ; 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  goods  of  the  Englilh  dying  in  Portugal.  Which,  being  in  part  con- 
firmed by  fubfequent  and  more  legal  treaties,  it  is  not  neceffary  for  us,  at  this  time,  to  enlarge 
thereon. 

In  this  fame  year  1654,  Cromwell  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Den- 
mark :  by  which  England  was  to  be  favoured  as  much  in  the  cuftoms,  tolls,  &c,  as  were  the 
Hollanders,  or  any  other  nation,  Sweden  only  excepted ;  who  at  this  time  paid  no  toll  in 
paffing  the  Sound.  Neither  were  the  Englilh  Ihips,  failing  up  the  Elbe  to  Hamburg,  to  pay 
any  toll  or  cuftom,  nor  to  be  fearched  or  ftopped  at  Gluckftadt,  nor  at  any  other  fort  or  place 
on  the  Elbe  belonging  to  Denmark.  Vide  vol.  iii.  p.  136,  &c.  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of 
Treaties,  in  oftavo,  fecond  edition,  1732. 

Although  England,  long  before  this  time,  had  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  greateft  woollen  ma- 
nufafture  of  any  nation  whatever,  and  aftually  made  the  very  fineft  cloth  as  well  as  ftufFs,  &c. 
yet  fuch  was  the  induftry  and  application  of  the  Hollanders,  that  they  had  ftill  the  credit  of 
dying  and  dreffing  our  fine  cloths  better  than  our  people  could  as  yet  do.    Our  fine  white 
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1654  cloths  were  therefore,  for  the  moft  part,  ftill  fent  over  to  Holland,  for  that  purpofe,  and  re- 
turned back  to  England  dyed  and  dreffed. 

This  circumftance  accounts  for  an  aflertion  in  an  ingenious  and  judicious  pamphlet,  pub- 
liftied  in  the  year  1694,  p.  5  and  6,  entitled,  The  Intereft  of  England  confidered,  viz,  **  that^ 
**  not  above  forty  years  before,  our  nobility  and  gentry  were  furnifhed  from  Holland  with 
*«  the  fined  cloth."  Yet,  foon  after,  our  dyers  and  cloth  dreflers  got  the  better  of  this  defcft; 
although  the  Dutch  fcarlets  and  blacks  are  faid  by  fome  to  retain  a  fuperior  credit  even  to 
this  day. 

In  this  fame  year  fome  of  CromwelPs  fhips  reduced  the  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  bay  of 
Fundy,  &c.  which  in  his  treaty  with  France,  in  the  following  year,  he  could  not  be  brought 
to  reftore.  Yet,  upon  a  remonftrance  to  him  from  Monfieur  de  la  Tour,  of  the  Houfc  of 
Bouillon,  fetting  forth,  that  he  had  before  made  a  purchafe  of  Nova  Scotia  from  the  Earl  of 
Sterling,  Cromwell  confented  to  its  being  given  up  to  him. 

In  our  times,  fuch  bargains  of  a  fubjedl  to  alienate  to  one  of  another  nation  any  fuch  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  crown's  territory  would  not  be  deemed  legal  :  but  that  country's  great 
importance  was  not  well  underftood  till  long  after  this  time.  Monfieur  de  la  Tour,  however, 
foon  after  fold  Nova  Scotia  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who  was  both  proprietor  and  governor  of 
it  till  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  11. 

In  the  fame  year  Cromwell,  the  Englilh  Protcftor^  concluded,  at  Upfal,  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Chriftina,  the  famous  Queen  of  Sweden  :  which,  relating  folely  to  the  general  freedom^ 
of  commerce  and  navigation  on  both  fides,  requires  no  particular  recital.  Vide  vol.  iii.  p.  89 
to  97,  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  oftavo,  fecond  edition,  pub^ 
lifhed  in  the  year  1732. 

Probably  by  or  about  this  time  Sunderland  began  to  be  a  town  of  fome  confideration ;  al- 
though in  Camden's  time,  in  the  year  1607,  it  was  not  of  confequencc  enough  to  be  taken 
notice  of  by  him  in  his  Britannia.  Bifhop  Gibfon,  in  his  Englifh  edition  of  Camden,  pub- 
liflied  in  1695,  fays,  "  that  Sunderland  was  then  a  handfome,  populous  town,  on  the  fouth- 
"  ern  bank  of  the  river  Were,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Durham,  built  fincc  Camden's  time,  and 
**  very  much  enriched  by  the  coal  trade.  Were  the  harbour,"  fays  the  Bifhop,  **  deep 
*'  enough  to  receive  fhips  of  the  fame  burden  as  the  river  Tyne  can  do,  it  would  be  no  fmall 
•*  detriment  to  Newcaftle.'* 

In  this  fame  year  the  Englifh  ProteSor,  Cromwell,  for  the  fupport  of  his  own  peculiar  in- 
terefl,  though  much  againfl  the  true  interefl:  of  England,  now  joined  with  France  in  a  war 
againfl  Spain,  which  by  this  time  had  been  already  too  much  deprefTed.  Which  ill-advifed 
war  occafioned  large  feizures  of  our  efFefls  in  Spain,  with  great  lofles  at  fea,  and  interrupted 
our  profitable  commerce  with  that  country, — thereby  alfo  enabling  the  wifer  Hollanders  to  get 
furer  footing  in  the  Spanifh  trade; — and  being  the. caule  alfo  of  introducing  into  England  a 
relifh  for  French  frippery,  and,  which  was  worfl  of  all,  deflroying  flill  more,  in  favour  of 
France,  the  jufl  equilibrium  of  power  in  Europe. 

About  the  middle  of  this  feventeenth  century  there  were  various  bloody  engagements  on 
the  feas  between  the  Venetians  and  the  Turks.  -  Yet  although  the  former  were  generally  vic- 
tors on  that  element,  the  latter,  neverthelefs,  continued  to  get  ground  on  the  former  at  land, 
as  in  Candia,  &c.  The  Turks  alfo  gained  ground  of  the  Houfe  of  AuHria  on  the  fide  of 
Hungary,  as  they  did  alfo  on  the  fide  of  Poland, 

In 


430         AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 


A.    D. 


1654  In  this  fame  remarkable  year,  after  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  had  gradually  loft  all 
their  other  ftrong  holds  in  Brafil,  their  capital  fort  and  port  of  the  Receif  was  taken  from 
them  by  the  Portuguefe ;  'by  which  capture,  after  thirty  years  pofleflion  of  a  great  part  of  that 
country,  they  were  now  quite  expelled  from  it ;  and  the  faid  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  re- 
ceived an  irrecoverable  blow.  Yet  this  fame  lofs  bringing  on  a  war  between  thofe  two  na- 
tions, till  the  year  1661,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  fucceffes  againft  the  Portuguefe  in 
India  more  than  countervailed  the  other  Company's  lofles  :  they  having  defpoiled  the  Portu- 
guefe of  almoft  all  their  valuable  poflcffions  in  India.  By  thofe  truly  royal  conquefts  in  Brafil, 
Angola,  St.  Thomas,  &c.  which  the  States  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  perfuaded  the  faid  Weft 
India  Company  to  undertake,  the  greateft  part  of  their  capital  was  exhaufted ;  they  having 
fpent  thereon  in  all  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  millions  of  guilders,  or  about  fixteen  mil- 
lions fterling.  Yet  their  remaining  conquefts  on  the  Guinea  coaft  have  proved  of  infinite  be- 
nefit to  tlie  Dutch  commerce,  and  would  be  ftill  more  fo  were  their  colonies  in  America  more 
considerable. 

By  the  erefting  of  this  exclufive  Weft  India  Company,  fays  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of 
Holland,  we  have  quite  loft  our  open  trade  to  Guinea,  and  that  of  fait  in  die  Weft  Indies. 
In  another  place  he  obferves,  "  that  whilft  the  Hollanders  were  at  war  with  Spain,  the  ereftion 
"  of  their  Eaft  India  and  Weft  India  Companies  was  a  neceflary  evil;  becaufe  our  people," 
fays  he,  part.  i.  chap.  19,  **  would  be  trading  to  fuch  countries  where  our  enemies  were  too 
**  ftrong  for  particular  adventurers,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  thofe  trades  by  powerful 
«*  armed  focieties.  But  thofe  trades  being  now  well  fettled,  it  may  be  juftly  doubted,  whether 
**  the  faid  Companies  ought  any  longer  to  be  continued."  In  Niewhoff's  fecond  volume  of 
Voyages,  it  is  aflerted,  that  when  the  Dutch,  in  the  year  1660,  by  treaty,  yielded  up  all  Brafil 
to  Portugal,  the  Dutch  were  to  be  paid  eight  million  of  guilders,  and  alfo  to  be  allowed  a  free 
trade  to  Portugal,  Guinea,  and  Brafil,  paying  only  the  fame  cuftom  as  the  native  Portuguefe : 
but  this  treaty  is  not  now  in  force,  and  perhaps  never  exifted  with  all  thofe  advantages. 

In  this  year  died  the  very  learned  John  Selden,  Efq;  a  great  antiquarian  and  civilian,  author 
of  the  book  entitled.  Mare  Claufum,  which  we  have  already  fufficiently  noticed. 

In  the  fame  y^ar  a  number  of  perfons  of  diftinftion  in  London  feemed  earneftly  to  fet  about 
the  herring  fifliery :  and;  for  their  encouragement,  the  Englifli  commonwealth  granted  them 
an  exemption  from  the  duties  on  fait  and  on  naval  ftores,  to  be  ufed  in  their  faid  fifliery. 
CoUeftions  were  likewife  made  at  London,  and  otlier  parts,  towards  the  ere£ting  of  wharfs, 
docks,  and  ftorehoufes;  and  for  the  purchafing  of  ground  for  the  making  and  tanning  of  their 
nets.     Yet  this  attempt  proved  unfuccefsful. 

In  Thurloc's  fecond  volume,  p.  64,  of  State  Papers,  we  have  ah  efti- 
.  mate  from  the  commiffioners  of  the  Englifli  Admiralty  Board  of  the  whole 
charge  of  thp  navy,  for  that  winter  and  the  fummer  enfuing,  viz.  i.  850,610    o    o 

2.  For  the  additional  expence  of  the  fea  ordnance.  •  -  63,208  13     8 

3.  And  if  Admiral  Blake's  and  Admiral  Penn's  fliips,  &c.  are  to  be  kept 
up  till  the  tirft  of  Oftober,  it  will  coft  further  -  .  -  108,919     o     o 

4.  For  the  provifions  of  one  thoufand  additional  men  -  26,000    o    o 


Total,  1,048,737  13    8 
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1655      In  the  faid  third  volume,  p.  80,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  we  have  a  letter  of  intelligence 
from  the  Hague,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  January,   1654-5,  purporting, 

"  That  the  merchants  of  Amfterdam  had  advice,  that  the  Lord  Protcftor  will  diffolve  the 
**  Eaft  India  Company  at  London,  and  will  declare  the  navigation  and  commerce  to  the  In- 
**  dies  to  be  free  and  open;  wliich  doth  caufe  great  jealoufy  at  Amfterdam,  as  a  thing  that 
"  will  very  much  prejudice  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  Holland." 

This  itfeems  was  a£tually  done  about  this  time,  but,  the  damage  occaiioned  by  this  meafure 
to  that  trade  obliged  the  Protestor  to  re-inftate  that  Company,  as  we  fliall  fee,  three  years  after 
this  time. 

In  the  ninth  edition  of  Puffendorrs  Introduftion  to  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  we  find  the 
Hollanders,  who  had  fo  great  a  Ihare  of  commerce  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Baltic 
Shores,  f»-equently  interpofing  in  the  quarrels  between  the  northern  crowns ;  the  conftant  aim 
of  the  Dutch  republic  being  wifely  to  preferve  an  equilibrium  between  thofe  northern  poten- 
tates, as  the  beft  means  to  fupport  the  freedom  of  their  great  commerce  to  thofe  countries. 
Particularly,  fays  that  author,  •*  in  the  year  1655,  the  Dutch  growing  jealous  of  the  great 
fuccefs  of  the  Swedes  againft  Poland,  left  they  Ihould,  in  the  end,  become  matters  of  Pruffia, 
they  ftirred  up  .the  King  of  Denmark,  Frederick  III.  againft  them."  But  tlie  Danes  being 
worfted  in  thiy  war,  the  Hollanders  fent  a  fleet  firft  to  the  afliftance  of  the  city  of  Dantzic,  in- 
fulted  by  the  Swedilh  fleet,  and  next  to  relieve  Copenhagen,  befieged  by  the  Swedilh  fleet, 
with  which  the  Dutch  had  a  fea  fight,  wherein  they  loft  two  Admirals,  but  gained  their  main 
point  of  raifing  the  fiege  of  Copenhagen.  The  Dutch  alfo  were  aflifting  to  the  Danes,  in  the 
"  following  year,  in  a  fea  fight  againft  Sweden  near  the  Sound;  which,  in  the  end,  brought 
**  about  a  peace  between  thofe  two  kingdoms." 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  intereftofall  Europe,  but  more  efpecially  of  the  free  commercial  ftates 
of  it,  that  a  juft  balance  be  pceferved  between  the  faid  northern  potentates  ;  fo  as  no  one  of 
them  be  permitted  to  fwallow  up,  or  even  to  be  greatly  fuperior  to  the  reft. 

We  find  by  the  authorof  a  book,  entitled,  England's  Grievance  difcovered  in  Relation  to 
the  Coal  Trade,  publiflied  in  the  year  1655,  already  quoted  under  the  years  1637  and  1638, 
that,  fo  early  as  this  year  1655,  .coals  from  Newcaftle  were  ufually  fold  at  above  twenty  (hil- 
lings the  chaldron.     The  fcopcof  this  author  was,  *'  that  the  coal  owners  of  Northumber- 
**  land  and  of  the  Bifhopric  of  Durham  might  have  liberty  to  fell  their  coals  direftly  to  the 
**  mafters  of  fliips;  and  for  a  free  marker  at  Shields,  with  leave  to  lay  ballaft  there,  whereby," 
fays  he,  '*  coals  would  be  brought  down  to  twenty  ihillings  the  chaldron  all  the  year  round  : 
whereas  now  the  owners  of  the  colleries  muft  firft  fell  their  coals  to  the  magiftratcs  of 
Newcaftle, — the  magiftrates  to  the  mafters  of  fhips, — the  mafters  of  fhips  to  the  London 
wharfingers, — and  thefe  laft  to  the  venders  :  every  change  of  the  property  enhancing  the 
price  of  the  coals. 

By  having  a  free  market  at  Shields,"  our  author  alleges,  "  that  provifions  would  be  had 
cheaper  for  the  multitude  of  (hipping,  being  above  nine  hundred  fail;  and  alfo  for  the  in* 
**  habitants  there  :  and  that  coals  being  bought  direftly  from  the  firft  hand,  there  might  be  as 
many  more  voyages,"  to  London,  "  in  a  year  as  now' they  make.     That  there  are  ac- 
counted at  Newcaftle  three  hundred  and  twenty  keels,  or  lighters,  each  of  which  carries 
yearly  eight  hundred  chaldrons  of   coals,  Newcaftle  meafure^  on  board  th   (hips  ;    and 
**  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  chaldrons  of  Newcaftle  meafure  is  equal  to  two  hundred 
*'  and  feventeen  chaldrons  of  London  meafure  J* 
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1655  To  what  this  author  fo  plaufibly  alleges  we  need  only  to  add,  that  the  enhanced  price  of 
coals  fincc  his  time  is  really  become  a  great  burthen  to  our  commercial  and  manufafturing 
people,  and  to  all  the  induftrious  poor  in  and  near  London  ;  and  that  it  would  be  doing  very 
great  fervice  to  trade,  if  a  method  could  be  found  out  for  reducing  it ;  and  even  for  fixing 
coals  to  a  ftandard  price,  if  poflible,  which,  with  certain  neceflary  regulations  therein,  fome 
have  been  of  opinion  might  be  cffefte^,  at  leaft  in  peaceable  times.  It  feems  indeed  worthy 
the  confideration  of  our  legiflature,  that  two  millions,  at  leaft,  of  people  fhould  no  longer 
Lave  fo  grievous  a  monopoly  lying  upon  them,  and  on  commerce,  merely  for  the  aggi-andizing 
©fa  few  families. 

While  Cromwell  was  deliberating  on  the  different  propofals  of  France  and  Spain,  to  gain 
him  to  their  fide,  fays  the  author  of  his  life,  publifhcd  in  the  year  1741,  one  Gage,  who  had 
been  a  Romilh  prieft,  but  now  was  become  a  Proteftant,  returned  from  the  Spanifh^  Weft  In- 
4lles,  where  he  had  rcfided  many  years ;  and  gave  the  Proteftor  fo  particular  an  account  of  the 
wealth  as  well  as  feeble  ftate  of  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts,  as  induced  him  to  determine  on 
an  attempt  to  conquer  botli  the  iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba ;  as  his  fuccefs  therein,  ac- 
cording to  Gage,  would  make  the  reft  of  Spanifli  America  an  eafy  conqueft  :  and  as  moreover, 
one  Simon  dc  CafFcres,  a  Spaniard,  had  alfo  been  confulted  in  it. 

In  confequcnce  of  this  determination  Vice  Admiral  Penn  was,  in  this  year  1655,  fcnt 
out  With  thirty  fliips  of  war  and  about  four  thoufand  land  forces :  but  neither  France  nor 
Spain  could  penetrate  into  its  deftination. — The  troops  landed  on  Hifpaniola,  near  St.  Do- 
mingo, but  in  a  bad  part  of  the  ifland,  and,  marching  without  proper  guides  through  thick 
woods,  &c.  fix  hundred  of  our  men  were  flainby  the  Spaniards,  with  Major  General  Holmes: 
whereupon  they  embarked  with  the  remainder,  and  failed  for  Jamaica  ;  *'  a  place,"  as  Colo- 
nel Modyford  writes,  firom  Barbadoes,  in  Thurloc,  vol,  iii.  p.  565,  "  far  more  proper  for  our 
purpofes,  by  fituation,  than  cither  Hifpaniola  or  Porto  Rico, — far  more  convenient  for  at- 
tempts on  the  Spaniih  fleets,  and  more  efpecially  for  the  Carthagena  fleet." 
CromwcU's  intention  does  not  appear  to  have  been  abfolutely  fixed  to  any  particular  place 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  his  inftru£lion  to  General  Venables  being  merely  difcretionary.  It  was 
even  left  to  his  judgment  whether  to  attempt  Carthagena,  the  Havannah,  or  Porto  Rico,  or 
fettle  on  fome  part  of  tl>e  terra  firma,  to  the  windward  of  Carthagena.  They  arrived,  how- 
•ever,  at  Jamaica,  ^n  the  third  of  May  1656,  and  marched  direftly  to  its  capital,  St.  Jago, 
from  whence  the  Spaniards  fled  to  the  mountains  and  other  inacceflible  places,  with  their  beft 
'Cfiifts. — And,  after  fome  time,  retired  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  leaving  behind  them  their  ne- 
groes and  mulatoes  in  the  woods,  for  harrafling  the  Englifli,  until  they  ftiould  return  and  re- 
lieve them  ;  but  the  Englifli  at  Jamaica  being  recruited  with  fliips  and  troops  from  England, 
the  Spaniards,  after  fevcral  conflifts,  were  obliged  to  abandon  Jamaica  to  the  Englifli,  When 
this  conqueft  was  firft  undertaken,  the  Spaniards  at  Jamaica  did  not  exceed  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  perfons  in  number,  with  about  as  many  negroes.  Columbus,  in  the  year  1494, 
found  it  a  pleafant  and  populous  ifland  ;  but  the  Spaniards  are  faid,  even  by  their  own  au" 
thors,  to  have  put  to  death  no  lefs  a  number  than  fixty  thoufand  of  the  natives  of  that 
ifland.  and  had  continued  to  root  out  the  remainder  of  the  natives  before  the  Englifli  had  con- 
quered it. 

In  Thurloe*s  State  Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  62 — 3,  we  find,  that  Simon  de  Caflcres,  a  Spaniard, 
alieady-mentioned,  laid  before  the  Protedlor  the  following  fcheme,  in  the  year  1655,  viz. 
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1655  "  That  wifli  four  men  of  war  only,  aitd  four  fhips  with  provilioiis,  ammunition,  and  one 
"  thottfand  foldiers,  to  fail  into  the  South  Sea?,  round  Cape  Horn,  and  fo  paffing  by  Baldivia, 
**  in  Chili,  from  which  port  the  Spaniards  had  long  before  been  driven,  the  faid  kingdom  of 
**  Chili  might  be  conquered  from  Spain  :  our  people  to  rendezvous  at  the  ifle  of  La  Mocha, 
-**  where  they  might  viftual  and  water,  as  there  were  none  but  Indians  there  ;  and  as  Chili 
**  abounds  more  with  gold  than  any  other  part  of  America,  as  well  as  with  provifions  and  a 
^*  wholeforae  climate:  as,  moreover,  the  Chilians  are  the  moft  warlike. of  riny  American 
^'  people,  and,  being  mortal  foes^ti>  the  Spaniards,  by  reafon  of  their  former  cruelties,  they 
•*  probably  would  gladly  fide  w4th  any  people  inclinable  to  drive  the  Spaniards  quite  out  of 
**  their  country, — That, :if, this. projeft  (hould  fuccecd,  it  would  diftrefs  Spain  in  the  moft 
*'  fenfible  and  leaft  guarded  part. — That  the  (hips  of  war  above-mentioned  would  ferve  to 
^*  fcize  on  the  Spahiih  trcafur?,  goi^g  annually  from  Chili  to  Africa,  and  thence  by  Lima 
^*  and  Guayaquil  to  Panama,  and  fo  over  land  to  Porto  Jello,  in  the  Weft  Indie?;  as  well 
*«*  as  to  fcize  on  the  two  yearly  rich  Acapulco  flrips,— CafFeres,  for  thefe  purpofes,  undertook 
<<  to  engage  in  Holland  fome  of  thofe  who  went  Into  Brouwer!s  expedition  againft  Baldivia/' 
Nevertbelefs,  this,  like  ali  owr.  former  propofed  expeditions  into  the  South  Seas,  was  not 
found  likely  to  anfwer, — partly  on  account  of  tbegrelit  dangers  in  a  moft  tempeftuous  ocean, 
the  inconflancy  of  the  climate  ^hen  there,  and  the  almoft  infuperable  difficulties  which  would 
be  occafioned  by  our  boing  quite  out  of  the  1  each  of  friendly  ports. 

In  tlic  faid  fourth  volume  of  5tatc  Papers,  p.  177,  Cromwell  appoints  his  fon  Richard, 
vrith  many  lords  of  his  council,  judges,  aad  gentlemen,  and  about  twenty  merchants  of  Lon- 
<lon,  York,  Ncwcaftle,  Yarmouth,  Dov^r,  &c.  **  to  meet  and  confider  by  what  means  the 
^<  traffic  and  navigation  of  the  republic  might  be  beft  promoted  and  regulated,  and  to  report, 
**  &c." 

On  this  occafion,  we  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  fcvere  remark  of  the  Dutcli,  which  has 
too  often  been  verified  by  experience ;  it  is  from  the  firft  volume  of  Thurloe,  p.  498,  in  a  let- 
ter of  intelligence  from  the  Hague,  ij%  the  year  1653,  viz.  ^  A  committee  for  trade  was  fomc- 
**  time  fince  crefted  in  England,  which  we  then  feared  would  have  proved  very  prejudicial  to 
**  our  ftate;  but  we  are  glad  to  fee  that  it  was  only  nominaL  So  that  we  hope  in  time,  thofc 
**  of  London  will  forget  that  ever  they  were  merchants.^ 

In  the  faid  fourth  volume,  p.  599,  of  Tliurloe's  State  Papers,  we  learn,  that  the  Swcdifli 
Refident  in  Holland,  did,  in  this  year  1655,  reprefent,  "  That  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
'*  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  in  -New  Nctherland,"  now  New  York,  **  did,  in  this  fummer, 
**  aftauhdie  Swedifii  colony  there  by  force  of  arms,  took  their  forts,  drove  away  the  inhabi- 
^*  tants,  and  wholly  difpoflefled  the  Swedifh  Company  of  their  diftrift  ;  although  it  be  true, 
**  and  without  difpute,  that  they"  (the  Swedes)  "  did  acquire  tiiat  fort  by  the  jufleft  title,*' 
(Optimo  tltulo Juris)  **  and  did  buy  it  of  the  natives  ;  and,  in  confequence,  -have  had  pofleflion 
**  of  it  fever^l  years,  without  thstt  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  ever  before  pretended  any 
*•  right  thereto.  Wlierefore,  the  faid  Refident,  in  his  Mafter's  name,  demands,  that  the 
**  Swcdifli  Company  may  have  it  reftored  to  them,  &c.'*  W^.may,  on  tlvis  occafion,  obfervc, 
that  althougli  tiic  Dutch  never  e4Fe£tuaUy  reftored  to  the  Swedes  the  country  they  'had  now 
feized  on ;  yet,  ^even  in  our  days,  we  find  many  families  in  the  province  of  New  York,  who 
are  defcended  from  the  Swedes  formerly  fettled  there. 

In  Thurloe*s  faid  State  Paper,  (vol.  iii.  p.  497,  for  they  arc  not  always  placediti  exaft  chro- 

'jiological  order)  amongft.Crom well's. inftruftions  in  this  year  1655,  fbf^the  council  of  Scot* 

Vol.  II.  3  I  land, 
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1655  land;  we  fi^id  the  following  very  gOodonfey  viz*  **  That  in  regard  there*  be  a^  groat  many  Kof- 
^^  pitnis  and  ether  mortificatioiis  (mortmains)  in  Scotland,  you  are  therefore  to  take  fpecial 
*^  notice  and  coniideration  of  the  fame,  and  fee  them  particularly  employed  for  the  benefit  of 
**  the  poor,  and  otlier  pious  ufes,  for  which  they  were  firft  appointed : — and  to  obey  every  other 
<^  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  feveral  parifhes,  that  (b- none  go  a  begging,  to  the 
^"^  fcandal  ©f  the  Chriftian  profeflion  :  but  each  parifti  to- maintain  its  ownpoor^" 

In  the  faid  third  volume  of  Thurloe,  uuder  the  year  1655,  we  have  a  letter  of  intelligence 
from  the  Hague,  importing,  that  the  States  of  Holland  liad  this  year  reduced  the  intereft  of 
money  due. by  them^  from  five  to  four  per  cent,  whereby  they  &ved  one  miUioiv  four  hundred^ 
thouiand  guilders  per  annunK     And  Penfionary  De  Witt,  on  this>very  point  obferves,  (chap, 
vi.  part  3^  p^466)  *•■  that  by  the  zeal  of  our  good- rulers  an- expedient  was  found,  to  difcharge 

the  province  of  Holland  of  one  hundred  and  ft>rty  miUions  of  guilders,  or  nearly  about  four* 

teen<  millions  flerling,  by  reducing  the  yearly  intereft  thereof  from  five  to  four  percent,  and*- 

employing  the  yearly  advance  of  it  towards  difcharging  the  principal,  whiclvhereby  will  be 
^  all  paid  ofFin  twenty-one  years." 

This  was  probably  the  firft  national  finking  fund  ever  fet  on  foot  in  all  Europe. 

De  Witt  adds  onthi^  fubje^l^.  <<  that  what  is  to  be  moft  gloried  in,  is,  that  although  the 
**  greateftpart  of  the  regents  of  Holland  had  lent  aconfiderable  par«  of  dieir  eftales  to  that 
*^'  province ;  neverthele&,  the  confideration  of  their  own  profit  did-not  hinder  them  from  cut* 
**  ting  ofFa  fifth  part  of  theii^  revemic  for  the  neceflary  ferviccof  the  public."  Here  that  able 
author  was  perb^s  fome what  miftaken  in  his  proud  boafting;  fince^  poflibly,  thofe  felf-de- 
nying  regents  could- not  well  tell  where  to  gee  an- higher  intereft  for  their  money  elfewhere,- 
had  they  been  inftantly  paid  off,  as  was  afterwards  the  parallel  cafe  of  the  Pope^s  finking  fund, 
in  the  year  16S6,- of  which  in  its  place,-  andof  thefeveral-branches  of  our  own- national  fink-^ 
ingfund,  from  ijtj^  and  afterwards.- 

In  the  faid  third  volume^  p.-7 13,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papery,  Mr.  Pridcaux,  threr  Englifli 
Rufiia  Company's  Agent  at  Archangel,  fends  to  Cromwell  an  account  of  the  value  of  the  ex*- 
ports  from  Archangel,  in  thatfame  year  1655,  fo  far  as  to  the  date  of  his  faid.  letter,  Auguft 
1:5,  amounting  to  fix  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  rubles,  valuing  two  Tubles-then  equal  tc>  one 
pound  fterling,  though  at  this  day  of  a  fmaller  value...  Tlie  principal  aaides  then  w^re,  pot- 
ables,.  caviare,,  tallow,  hides,  fables,  and  cable-yarn.  The  reft  were,  ■  coarfe  linen,  bed  fea- 
thers>  tar,  linen-yarn,  beef,  rhubarb,t  Perfianfilk,- cork,,  bacon,  cordage,  {kins  offqui'rrels 
and  cats,  bees-wax,,  hogs  briftles,^  mice  andgoat-fkins,  fwan  and  geefe  down,  goofeand  duck 
feathers,  candles^-  &c.  However, -fince  thp  rife  of  the  new  city  of  Peterfburgh,  and  that  the 
ports^  of  Livonia  are  now  fubje&^  to  Rufiia,  Archange^'^s  exports  may  now  poffibly  be  mucli 
lefl[ened. 

lathis  fame  year  i6^y  Cromwell -coTichideda  treaty  of  peace  and  comttierce,  with  the  mi-^ 
nifters  of  King  Lewis  XI  V«  of  France,  a  minor.  What  relates  taourprincipal  fubje£t,  foU 
lows,  viz.^(vol.  iiit  p.  149,- of  GeneraLColIe^lion  of  Treaties,  fecond  edition,  173a.} 

Article  V.  *^  The  people  of  England^  Scotland,  andlrelandy  may  import -into  France  all 

their  manufaAures  of  wool  and  filk,-  and  may  fell  them  there  witliout  forfeiture  or  penalty. 
—Provided,  cloths  ill-made  or  unfaihionable  be  carried  back  to  England,-  without  paying 

any  duty  for  the  fame. — Provided  alfo,  that  the  fobjefts  of  France  may  as  freely  import 
*'  into  England,  and  fell  their  wines' and  manufa£tures  of  wool  and  filk:  and  that  the  fub* 
'<  je£ts  of  both  contraSing  parties  fliall  be  kindly  treated,  and  enjoy  like  privileges  with  other 
"  foreigners, 

XXIV.  "  Re- 
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4^55  XXIV.  "  Relates  to  prizes  taken  at  fea,  on  both  fides,  fincc  the  year  1640,  the  dctermi- 
<<  nation  whereof,  if  not  finiihed  by  commiflioners  within  fix  months  and  a  fortnight,  fhall 
**  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  republic  of  Hamburg. 

XXV.  "  And  whereas  the  three  forts  of  Pentacoct,  St.  John,  and  Port-Royal,  lately 
**  taken  (by  England)  in  America,  /.  e,  in  Nova  Scotia,  would  be  reclaimed  by  the  wkliin- 
**  named  French  Ambailador ;  and  that  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Highnofs,"  (the  Pro- 
teftor,)  "  would  -argue,  from  certain  rcafons,  that  they  ought  to  be  detained  ;  it  is 
^<  agreed  to  refer  this  point  likewife  to  the  commiffioners  and  arbitrators  in  the  preceding 
"  article." 

Againft  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty  King  Philip  IV.  of  Spain  had  ftrongly  rcmonftrated  by 
two  ambafladors  to  the  Proteftor,  (vide  vol.  iii,  p.  146,  of  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties, 
publifhcd  in  the  year  1734)  by  (hewing  that  France  had  fecretly  fomented  all  the  confpiracies 
againft  his  life  and  government ;  whilft,  on  the  contrary,  Spain  had  been  the  firft  potentate 
which  recognized  the  Englifh  republic: — and  his  Catholic  Majefty  perceiving,  that  the  trea- 
ties with  Holland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Portugal  are  concluded,  that  with  France  fo  for- 
ward, and  the  treaty  with  him  the  only  one  deferred',  at  which  all  mankind  are  furprized,  the 
faid  ambafladors  had  orders  to  prefs  the  conclufion  of  it. — And  that  in  cafe  his  Highuefs  in- 
clines to  recover  Calais,  Spain  will  join-  lier  forces  to  tiiofe  of  England,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  for  that  end. — Provided  England  will  affift  the  Prince  of  Condc  with  (hips  and  troops  to 
land  him  at  Bourdeaux  or  elfewhere,  fo  as  he  may  have  footing  in^  France,  &c. — Vide  faid 
ColleAion. 

But  Cromwell's  particular  intereft,  as  before  obferved,  outweighed  his  concern  for  the  true 
intereft  of  England  :  far  the  fecret  article  in  the  above  treaty  with  France  over-balanced  all 
other  confiderations,  yIz.  France's  engaging  that  the  under-named  perfons  fhould  not  remain 
there  l>eyond  forty  days  after  tlie  ratification  of  tlie  treaty,  viz.  King  Charles  II.  and  his  bro- 
thers the  Dukes  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  and 
iifteen  more  lords  and  gentlemen,  therein  named. 

Thus  did  Cardinal  Mazarine  meanly  abandon  the  Englifli  Royal  Family  and  their  friends, 
purely  to  enable  France  further  to  weaken  Spain,  which  was  already  too  much  enfeebled,  and 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  thereby  further  endangered.  Upon  this  treaty,  the  King  of 
Spain  feized  on  all  the  efFefls  of  the  Englifh  merchants  in  his  dominions,  to  a  confiderable 
value ;  and  by  this  war  with  Spain  the  Hollanders  gained  a  valuable  commerce  with  that  coun* 
try,  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  Englifli. 

In  proportion  to  the  gradual  declenfion  of  the  power  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  the  French 
monarchy  increafed  in  power,  riches,  commerce,  and  territory.  France  hitherto  found  it  her 
intereft  to  keep  fair  with  Holland,  as  well  on  account  of  their  ihipping,  which  was  undoubted- 
ly very  great  at  this  time,  as  for  the  incredible  quantity  of  French  manufaftures  and  product 
which  the  Dutch  took  off  and  difperfed  all  over  Europe.  But  when  Grorawell  had  now  enter- 
ed into  clofe  meafures  with  the  Cardinal  Minifter  Mazarine,  France  then  began  to  treat  the 
Dutch  with  lels  eeremony,  and  to  eftablifh  companies  of  merchants  at  home,  for  the  herring, 
cod,  and  whale  fifheries ;  and  to  prevent  tlie  importation  of  whale-fins  and  train  oil  by  foreign- 
ers. France  alfo  laid  a  duty  of  fifty  fols  per  ton  on  all  foreign  ihips,  both  coming  in  and  going 
4)ul  of  her  fea  portfi« 
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1655  Thcfe  and  fuch  like  fymptoms  did  but  too  plainly  indicate  the  tnercantilc  and  political  fu- 
periority  which  France  already  had  over  Spain,  and  that  the  fcale  of  the  former  was  likely  tc 
preponderate  ftill  further. 

In  this  fame  year  1655,  the  Jews  found  means  to  perfuade  the  Proteftor,  Cromwell,  tore- 
admit  them  to  fettle  in  England,  although  the  Long  Parliament  had^before  rcfufed  it;  it  be- 
ing, in  this  year,  juft  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  years  fince  their  expuliion  by  King  Edward- 
the  Firft,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  in  the. year  1290.  The  Proteftor,  itisfaid^. 
had  been  perfuaded  by  them  and  their  friends,  that  commerce,  by  their  re-admi(fion,  would- 
be  fo  far  improved  as  to  increafe  his  revenue  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  famous  William  Prynn,  Efq;  and  feveral  others,  at  this  time,  pub- 
li'fhed  treatifcs  againft  re-admitting  the  Jews,  fhewing  the  mifchiefs  which  that  unhappy  peo- 
ple have  occafioned  in  all  countries  where  they  have  been  tolerated.     In  their  £ivour,  Menaf- 
feh  Ben  Ifrael,  an  eminent  Jew,  who  ftiled  himfelf  a  Divine  and  a  Doftor  of  Phyfic,  addreflP*- 
ed  the  Proteftor  and  Commonwealth,  in  this  fame  year,  in  the  following  artful  fbain : — 

*'  Our  people  did,  in  their  own  minds,  prcfage,  that  the  Kingly  government  being  now 
**  changed  into  that  of  a  Cdmmonwealth,  the  ancient  hatred  towards  them  would  alfo  be 
^^  changed  into  good  will ;  and  thatthofe  rigorous  laws,  made  under  the  Kings,  againft  fo  in-^ 
*♦  nocent  a  people  would-be  happily  repealed*  So  that  we  hope  now  for  bettor  treatment 
from  your  gentlenefs  and  goodnefs ;  iince,  from  the  beginning  of  your  government  of 
this  Commonwealth,  your  Highnefs  hath  profcfled  much  refpeA  and  favour  towards  us. 
Wherefore,  I  humbly  intreat  your  Highnefs  that  you  would,  with  a  gracious  eye,  have 
regard  to  us  and  our  petition,  and  grant  unto  us^  as  you  have  done  unto  others,  the  free 
exercife  of  our  religion  ;  that  we  may  have  our  Synagogues,  and  keep  our  own  public 
w^orfhip,  as  our  brethren  do  in  Italy,  Germany,  Poland,  and  many  other  places ;  and  we 
*^  fhall  pray  for  the  liappinefs  and  peace  of  this  your  much  renowned  and  puiflant  Cammon- 
•<  wealth.'* 

Then  he  Ihcws  how  other  ftates  have  thought  it  their  intereft  to  encourage  tlie  Jews  in  their 
dominions;  as,  for  inftance,  the  King  of  Denmark  invited  them  to  fettle  at  Gluckiladt,  in 
Holftcin — The  Duke  of  Savoy,  at  Nice— The  Duke  of  Modena,  at  Reggio.  And  that,  in 
India,  the  Jews  have  four  Synagogues  at  Cochin,  a  fourth  part  of  whom  are  of  a  white  com- 
plexion, and  the  other  three  quarters  are  tawny. — That  in  Perfia  there  are  great  numbers  of  • 
Jews,  and  many  of  them  in  great  favour  at  Court, — That  in  Turkey  they  are  moft  numerous, 
many  of  them  living  in  great  ftate,  and  in  favour  with  the  Sultan  and  his  Bafhaws,  there  be- 
ing in  Conftantinople  alone,  forty*eight  Synagogues;  in  Salonichi,  thirty-fix;  and  above 
eighty  thoufand  Jews  in  thofe  two  cities. — That  in  all  the  Turkilh  dominions,  their  number 
amounts  to  many  millions  of  people.  Next,  be  refutes  all  the  accufations  againft  the  Jews, 
and  fhews  the  damage  which  accrued  to  Spain  and  Portugal  by  banifliing  the  Jews  out  of  their 
dominions  ;  and  the  great  benefit,  in  point  of  revenue,  to  the  public^  and  in  refpeft  to  the  in^" 
creafe  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  "which  would  accrue  by  re-admitting  the  Jews  :  fo  thar^ 
in  concluiion,  they  were  re-admitted,  and  have  remained  in  England  ever  iince,  though  not  ill 
fuch  great  numbers  as  in  fome  other  parts. 

In  this  fame,  year  1655,  the  republic  of  Tunis,  having  not  only  refufed  to  comply  with  Ad* 
miral  Blake's  juft  demands  in  behalf  of  the  Englifh  commerce,  who  was  then  witba  fquadron 
in  the  Mediterranean  for  the  purpofc  of  watching  the  motions  of  the  French  fleet,  but  had 
tVen  treated  his  propofals  with  much  infolcnce  and  contumely  ;  we  learn,  by  tliat  great  Ad- 

jnixal's. 
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1655  mirars  letter  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  in  the  third  volume,  p.  390,  of  his  State  Papers,  that  he 
failed  with  his  fquadron  into  the  harbour  of  Porto-Farino,  and  burned  all  their  (hips,  being 
nine  in  number,  with  the  lofs  of  only  twenty-five  men  killed ;  and  then,  having  reduced  them 
to  rcafon,  he  returned  to  Cagliari,  in  Sardinia,  whence  he  dates  that  letter.  Next,  he  brought 
Algiers  and  Tripoli  to  terms  of  peace. 

In  the  faid  year  1655,  the  Dutch  profecuted  their  conquefts  from  the  Portuguefe  in  the 
•  Eaft  Indies,  by  taking  from  them  the  city  of  Calecut.  The  next  year  they  take  Columbo,  the 
Portuguefe  capital,  in  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  and  thereby  became  matters  of  the  coafts  of  that 
fruitful  ifland,  and  of  the  whole  cinnamon  trade  ;  as  they  before  were  of  the  nutmegs,  mace, 
and  cloves  :  pepper  was  now  the  only  fpice  that  remained  unengrofled  by  them,  becaufe  it 
grows  in  too  many  dittant  parts  of  India  to  be  monopolifed  by  any  one  potentate.  In  1658, 
the  Dutch  take  Manaar  and  Jafnapatnam  from  the  Portuguefe.  By  which,  and  fimilar  con- 
quefts, which  it  is  unneccilary  to  enlarge  on,  the  Portuguefe  foon  became  confined  to  their 
fettlements  on  this  fide  Cape  Comorin.  Thus  the  Hollanders  made  tliemfelvcs  ample  amends 
for  their  Weft  India  Company*s  loiTcs  at  Brafil. 

The  old  Stadt-houfe  at  Amfterdam  being  now  become  too  mean  for  the  grandeur  of  that 
moft  opulent  city,  the  two  great  commercial  companies  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  under- 
took to  ereft  a  new  one  :  it  was  begun  in  1648,  and  compleated  in  this  year  1655  ;  and  may 
be  truly  termed  the  pride  and  glory  of  that  city  and  province,  being  by  far  the  moft  noble  and 
fuperb  ftrufture  in  all  Europe,  of  that  kind;  ferving  for  a  Senate-houfc  and  fiank^  Whole 
volumes  being  publifhed  in  the  defcription  of  its  architeflure  and  beauty. 

1656  Charles  Guftavus,  King  of  Sweden^  being  now  at  war  with  John  Cafimir,  King  of  Poland  ; 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  being  apprehenfive  of  the  difadvantage  of  that  war 
to  the  great  commerce  of  their  fubjcfts  in  the  Baltic,  fent  tliither  Admiral  Opdam  with  a  fleet,- 
which,  over-awing  both  thofc  Kings,  brought  on  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Elbing  in  Pruflia. — 
This  conduft  of  the  Dutch  was  agreeable,  as  w^e  have  before  noted,  to  the  general  tenor  of 
tiicir  politics,  with  regard  to  their  prcferving  an  equilibrium  between  the  potentates  bordering 
on  the  Baltic  fhores. 

The  commerce  of  Amfterdam  was,  by  this  time,  fo  much  encreafed,  that,  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  that  city,  a  great  fpace  of  ground  was  now  inclofed  and  built  on.  And  the  whole 
city,  thus  enlarged,  was  now  furrounded  with  new  walls  of  brick  with  ftone  gates.  This,  it 
18  apprehended,  is  the  laft  great  enlargement  of  Amfterdam,  in  rcfpe£t  of  private  buildings ; 
but  it  received  a  great  addition  to  the  ftrength  of  its  fortifications  in  the  year  1672,  when  the 
French  invaded  Holland. 

It  is  not  then  a  matter  of  great  furprize,  if  the  Grand  Pcnfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Book  of 
Ae  Intereft  of  Holland,  in  the  year  1669,  obfervcs,  '*  that  Amfterdam  is  a  city  of  greater  traf- 
**  fie,  and  Holland  ariclicr  mcrchandifing  country  than  ever  was  in  the  world. — Their  fitua- 
*•  tion  for  an  eafy  and  quick  communication  with  all  the  coafts  of  Frieiland,-  Overyflcl,  Guel- 
*<  derland,  and  North  Holland  ;  their  fituation  alfo,  for  receiving  the  fiftiery,  and  for  a  repofi- 
**  tory  for  all  forts  of  merchandize  to  be  afterwards  re-fhipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  as 
^  demands  nwy  offer,  and  for  fctting  out  Ihips  to  freight ;  are  great  advantages. — Then-  their 
**  acquiring  the  whole  fjpice  trade  of  India,  and  a  great  Weft  India  trade— the  whale  fiihery— 
•*  the  trade  in  Italian  wrought  filks,  which  the  Germans  were  wont  to  bring  by  land  carriage 
**  from  Italy,  until  the  German  wars  loft  them  that  trade ;  and  afterwards  their  manufa£lur- 
**  ing  the  raw  filk  themfelves*-tlieir  woollen  manufafturc.     And,  in  fliort,*'  he  obferves, 

"  the 
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1656  "  the  Hollanders  had  well  mgh  beaten  all  nations,  by  traffic,  out  of  the  feas,  and  become  tho' . 
**  only  carriers  of  goods  thrpughout  tlie  world."--Part  i.  chap.  14.     How  exultingly  was  all 
this  faid,  €ven  by  the  great  and  otherwife  cool  and  moderate  De  Witt  ?     And,  indeed,   it  is  a 
uioft  fliining  pi£ture  of  their  mercantile  greatnefs,  long  fince  in  its  wane,  as  we  have  elfewhere 

obfcrved. 

We  have  alfo,  in  this  fame  year,  an  authentic  ftalc  of  the  naval  power,  or  rather  public  navy 
of  the  Dutch,  in  the  fourth  volume,  p.  732 — 3,  of  Secretary  Thurloe's  Colleftion  of  State 
Papers,  in  a  letter  of  intelligence  from  Sluys  in  Dutch  Flanders,  to  him,  in  April  1656,  im- 
porting, "  that  they  had  then  one  hundred  and  one  fhips  of  war  in  their  fcveral  ports,  includ* 
**  ing  eight  fhips  with  Admiral  De  Riiyter  at  Cadiz. — That  their  firft-rate  fliips  had  fevcnty- 
**  two,  feventy-four,  and  feventy-fix  port-holes — the  fecond-rates,  fixty— and  the  third-rates, 
^*  fifty-two  port-holes  or  guns."  This  is  an  undeniable  proof,  that  fliips  of  war,  in  thofc 
<lays,  were  confiderably  Ihort  of  our  modern  floating  caftlcs.  We  arc  here  alfo  to  note,  tliat, 
iincc  the  Dutch  Admirals  remonftrances  to  their  maflers,  that  in  their  laft  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  the  years  1652  and  1653,  their  fliips  were  too  fraall,  they  were  thereupon  built  confl- 
derably  larger. 

In  the  fame  fourth  volume  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  p.  419,  there  is  a  fl:ate  of  the  naval 
ftrength  of  Spain,  in  a  letter  of  intelligence,  dated  in  January.  It  fays,  **  That  tliey  are  now ' 
**  preparing  at  Cadiz  for  a  war  againft  England.  That  they  have  there  from  fifty  to  fixty 
**  fliips  of  war,  thirty  gallies,  and  thirty  fire  fliips  ;  but  the  want  of  money  doth  much  hinder 
**  and  trouble  them,  which  they  endeavour  to  borrow  of  merchafits,  &c.  to  pay  when  the 
**  galleons  arrive  ;  but  if  thefe  do  not  foon  arrive,  the  kingdom  will  be  in  a  miferable  con^ 
^«  dition." 

This  is  a  true,  but  melancholy  piAure,  of  the  flate  of  Spain  fo  early  as  at  that  time  ;  yet 
its  mifery  gradually  increafed  till  the  death  of  that  weakeft  of  monarchs,  King  Charles  H.  in 
the  beginning  of  our  prefent  century. 

Although  Jamaica  had  been  fo  eafily  won  by  the  Englifli,  at  this  time,  yet,  on  the  return 
of  the  fleet,  the  Proteftor,  provoked  at  the  difafter  at  Hifpaniola,  fent  both  Penn  and  Vena- 
bles  to  the  Tower.  On  the  other  hand,  Spain,  refenting  this  attack,  declared  war  againfl! 
England.  Hereupon  the  brave  Englifli  Admiral  Blake  attacked  the  Spanifli  plate  fleet  near  the 
port  of  Cadiz,  and  burned  or  funk  all  of  them,  excepting  only  one,  which  efcaped,  and  two 
which  were  taken,  and  brought  to  Portfmouth,  in  which  were  found  upwards  of  two  millions 
of  dollars. 

Under  this  fame  year,  in  the  fifth  volume,  p.  81-^83,  of  Secretary  Thurloe's  State  Papers, 
we  find,  A  brief  Narrative  of  England's  Rights  to  the  northern  Parts  of  America ;  wherein 
it  is  obferved,  "  That  the  Dutch,  under  colour  of  a  claufe  in  their  Weft  India  Company's 
•*  charter,  enabling  them  to  conqtier  whatever  they  coiild  in  America  from  enemies,''  /.  e, 
Spain,  **  had  lettled  in  the  north  part  of  Virginia,"  (as  it  was  then  called,  but  fince  named 
New  York)  **  that,  at  firft,  they  called  their  fettlement  New  Virginia,  but  becaufe  they 
•*  would  make  it  as  much  Dutch  as  they  could,  they  had,  but  very  lately,  called  it  New  Ned- 
''  derlandr,  and  fo  named  it  in  all  their  new  maps.  It  is  commonly  reported,  that,  by  the 
"  permiffion  of  King  James  L  they  had  granted  from  him,  to  their  States  only,  a  certain 
<*  ifland,  called  therefore  by  them  Staten,  or  States  Ifland,  on  that  coaft,  as  a  watering  place 
*'  for  their  Weft  India  fleets." 

3  From 
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1656      Protn  hence  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  this  fuppofed  allowance  of  that  King,  of  which, 

however,  we  can  no  where  find  a  proper  evidence,  to  water  at  Staten  Ifland,  encouraged  fo 

adventurous  a  people  to  take  the  liberty  of  fettling  on  the  neighbouring  continent,    from- 

whence  they  were  not  quite  expelled  till  the  year  166 7-,  when  it  was  exchanged  for  the  colony 

of  Surinam. 

In  this  fame  yeaf  1656,  the  Proteftor  and  his  Parliament  erefted  a  new  General  Poft  Office 
for  the  commonwealth  of  the  three  kingdoms,  on  much  the  fame  foundation  as  that,  of  three 
years  before,  and,  in  general,  on  the  fame  principle  of  regulation  as  that  in  our  own  days  :— 
iingle  letters  as  far  as  eighty  miles  for  two  pence ;  beyond  that,  three  pence  ;  to  Scotland^ 
four  pence  ;  and  double  letters  twice  as  much.  Thefe  regulations  were  further  legally  con- 
firmed at  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  IL 

By  an  ordinance,  in  this  fame  year,  of  the  ProteAor  and  his  Parliament,  the  retail  prices  of 
wines  were  regulated  as  follows,  viz. 

**  No  Canary  wine^  Mufcadels,  Alicants,  or  other  Spanifh  wines  (hall  be  fold  at  above  one 
^'  {hilling  and  fix  pence  per  quart.  No  Gafcoigne  or  other  French-  wines  at  above  fcven  pence 
•*  per  quart*  And  no  Rbenifh  wine  at  above  twelve  pence  per  quart,^  under  the  penalty  of 
*^  five  pounds." — Thus  we  fee  that  the  Spanifh,  and  all  other  wines,  were  fold  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  the  beft  French  wines,  until  long  after  this  time,  that  an  high  duty  laid  oa* 
the  latter,  made  them  come  into  the  greater  efleem  becaufe  of  a  greater  price. 

Wheat,  as  per  Chronicon  Preciofuiu,  was^  at  this  time,  at  two  pounds  three  (hillings  per' 
quarter. 

The  humour  of  restraining  the  increale  of  buildings  in  and  near  London,  on  new  founda-- 
tions,  begun  by  Queen- Elizabeth,  in  the  early  times  of  commerce,  and  continued  by  the  two- 
next  Englifh  Kings,  was,  in  this  year,  revived  by  the  Protestor  and  his  Parliament,,  by  their 
a<£t,  cap.  3txiv.  the  preamble  of  which  runs  thus  : 

*^  Whereas,  the  great  and  exceflive  number  of  houfes^  edifices,  out*hou{es,  and  cottages, 
*'  ere£led  and  new  built  in  and  about  the  fubutbs  of  the  city  of  London,  is  found  to  bo  very 
^*  mifchievous  and  inconvenient,  and  a  great  annoyance  and  nuifance  to  the  commonwealth, 
"  &c.Wherefore  they  now  lay  a  duty  of  one  year's  rent  on  all  houfes  and  edifices  ereded  on 
"  new  foundations  in  the  fuburbs,  or  within  ten  miles  of  the  walls  of  London',  fince  the  year 
•*  1620,  not  having  four  acres  of  treehold  land  laid  to  the  fame. — And  a  fine  of  one  hundred- 
•*  pounds  is  alfo  hereby  laid  on  alledificps  which  (hall,  from  1657,  be  erefted,  within  the 
*^  faid  limits,  on  new  foundations,  not  having  four  acres  laid  tliereto  as  afoiefaid.  More* 
•*  over,  all  houfes  within  the  faid  limits,  (hall  liereafter  be  built  of  brick  or  (lone  upright, 
*♦  and  without  bptting  or  jetting  out  into  the  ftreet."     Out  of  tins  aft  were  excepted,. 

I.  The  buildings  belonging  to  tlie  feveral  city  hofpitals. 

IL  The  Earl  of  Clare's  new  market,  now  called  Clare  Market,  in  Clement's  Inn  Fields, 
juft  tlien  built.. — The  ftrcets  about  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  theiv  alfo  in  hand. — Horficydown 
Buildings,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  St.  Olave's  parifh  in  Southwark. — Bangor  Court,  in 
Shoe  Lane,  then  about  to  be  built  upon  the  fite  of  the  Biihop  of  Bangor's  houfe  and  garden^ 
&c. — And  all  buildings  below  London  Bridge,  and  within  two  furlongs  of  the  river  Thames,. 
belonging  to  mariners,  Ihip-builders,  their  wives  and  widows,  and  fome  few  other  places. 

By  this  aft  we  find  that  Clare  Market,  in  the  fields  then  called  Clement's  Inn  Fields,  was 
but  j[ufl  finiihed  :  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  common  and  free  market  on  every  Tuefday» 

Thurf-^ 
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1636  Thurfday,  and  Saturday ;  but  part  of  Stanhopc-ftreet  adjoining,  was  not  yet  quite  built  dn, 
nor  were  all  the  buildings  adjoining  to  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  as  yet  finished. 

By  Scobel's  Collcftion  of  Afts  and  Ordinances  of  Parliament,  from  164010  1656,  we  learn,, 
that  the  whole  charge  of  thepubhc  in  this  year  1656,  in  England,  cap.  vi.  was  fixed  at  one 
million  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds, — viz.  one  million  for  the  navy  and  army,  and  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government.  No  part  of  which  fum 
was  raifcd  by  a  land  tax. 

And  in  this  fame  year  1656,  the  faid  Parliament  (cap.  iv.)  again  abolifhed  all  tenures  tn  ca- 
fUe  by  knight's  fervice,  and  by  focage  in  chief:  they  alfo  hereby  laid  afide  the  court  of  Wards 
and  Liveries. 

Alfo,  by  the  faid  Parliament,  cap.  v.  we  find,  that  faltpetrc  was  ftill  made  in  England.     It 
direfts,  **  That  none  Ihall  dig  within  the  houfcs  or  lands  of  any  perfon,  for  the  finding  of 
•**  faltpetrc,  without  their  leave  firft  obtained  "    This  act  relating  to  digging  for  faltpetrc,  re- 
moved a  grievance  which  King  Charles  I.  impofed  on  his  fubjefts  throughout  his  reign,  of  en- 
tering and  digging  for  it  every  where,  without  aflcing  feave. 

'  There  had  been  ageneral  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  between  Cromwell  and  Queen  Chrifti- 
11a  of  Sweden  in  the  year  1654  :  but  matters  relating  to  commerce  and  navigation  were  then 

*  deferred  to  n  more  convenient  time  :  fo  Cromwell's  commiffioners  in  this  year  figned  a  treaty 
with  the  minifters  of  King  Charles  Guftavus,  of  Sweden,  wherein  what  relates  to  cbmmerce 

•  IS -as  follows  : — Vol.  lii.  p.  163 — 175,  of  the  General  ColleSion  of  Treaties,  8vo.  1732. 

Article  IX*  As  to  commerce  to  be  carried  on  in  America^  it  is  exprefsly  provided  by 
law,  "  That'the  fubjefts  of  no  otiier  ftate  or  republic  befides,  fhall  be  impowered  to  trade 
*  there  in  common,  without  a  fpecial  licence  :  but  if  any  of  the  King  of  Sweden's  fubjefts, 
furnifhcd  with  his  recommendations,  fhall  privately  folicit  fuch  licence  of  the  Lord  Protec- 
tor to  trade  to  any  of  thofe'*  (Englifh)  "  colonies,  he  will,  in  this  refpeft,  comply  with  the 
dcfirc  of  his  Swedifh  Majefty,  as  far  aa  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  will  permit. 
X.  **  It  Ihall  be  free  for  the  fubjefts  of  Sweden  to  fifh  and  catch  herrings,  &c.  in  the  fcas 
*'  **  andoivthecoafts  which  are  in  the  dominion  of  this  republic,  provided  the  lb  ips  fo  employed 
** 'd6  not  exceed  one  thoufand  in  number. — And  no  charges  (hall  be  demanded*'  (ofthofc 
Swedifh  fifhers)  **  by  the  fhips  of  war  of  this  republic,— but  all  fhall  be  treated  courteoufly, 
^*  and  amicably,  and  fhall  be  even  allowed  to  dry  their  nets  on  the  fhore,  and  to  purchafe  ne- 
^*  ceflairies  there  at  a  fair  price." 

The  reft  of  this  treaty  relates  chiefly  to  a  mutual  liberty  of  hiring  ihips  of  war  and  troops  in 
each  other's  country,  and  againft  Sweden's  fiipplying  Spain  with  naval  (lores,  during  Eng- 
land's war  with  that  crown. 

Upon  tlws  treaty,  and  fome  prior  ones,  we  may  here  briefly  remark,  that  Cromwell,  as  well 
as  the  Rump  Parliament,  afFeftcd  to  be  as  punftilious  and  peremptory,  in  refpeft  to  their  fea 
dominion,  or  their  dominion  in  the  four  feas  furrounding  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  even 
«        the  moft  pofitive  and  determined  of  our  former  Englifh  monarchs. 

1657  All  that  part  of  Pruflia,  lying  eaft  of  the  Viftula,  which  till  lately  was  called  Ducal,  (in 
coirtradiftinftion  from  the  other  part  called  Regal  or  Royal,  as  being  immediately  under  fub- 
jcftion  to  the  crown  of  Poland)  had,  ever  fince  the  year  1525,  been  vefted  in  the  houfe  of 
Brandenburg,  with  the  title  of  a  Dukedom,  though  ftill  owning  fome  kind  of  vaflTalage  to,  or 
proteftion  from  the  King  and  Republic  of  Poland,  till  this  year  1657  ;  when  the  latter  gave 
up  all  kind  of  claim  on  it ;  and  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  was  now  ve(bd  with  fovereiga 

and 
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1657  and  independent  dominion  over  that  Dutchy,  fincc  ercfl:ed  into  a  kingdom,  in  the  pcrfon  of 
King  Frederick  I. 

In  this  laft  year  of  the  renowned  Admiral  Blake's  life,  he,  a  fecond  time,  deftroyed  a  Spa- 
nifli  plate  fleet,  faid  to  be  much  richer  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  at  the  ifle  of  Tenerif,  one 
of  the  Canary  ifles,-  burning,  finking,  &c.  every  fliip  of  that  fleet.  This  great  Admiral's 
death,  in  this  fame  year,  was  reckoned  an  irreparable  lofs  to  the  Proteftor  and  to  his  country, 
-— Amongft  feveral  other  great  things  faid  of  him,  even  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  his  follow- 
ing encomium  on  him  is  well  worth  our  notice,  viz. 

**  That  lie  was  the  firft  man  who  brought  (hips  to  contemn  caftlcs  on  fhore,  which  had 
^*  ever  been  thought  very  formidable,  and  were  difcovercd  by  him  to  make  a  noifc  only,  and 
-**  to  frighten  thofe  who  could  rarely  be  hurt  by  them. — He  was  the  firft  that  infufed  that  pro- 
*«  portion  of  courage  into  the  feamen,  by  making  them  fee,  by  experience,  what  mighty 
**  things  they  could  do  if  they  were  refolved  ;  and  taught  them  to  fight  in  fire  as  well  as  upon" 
<*  water. — And,  although  he  had  been  very  well  imitated  and  followed,  he  was  the  firft  that 
**  gave  the  example  of  that  kind  of  naval  courage,  and  bold  and  refolute  atchievements." 

From  March  1638  to  May  1657,  according  to  the  author  of  The  Happy  Future  State  of 
England,  frequently  before  quoted,  there  was  coined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  in  gold  and 
(liver,  the  fum  of  fevcn  million  feven  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-one  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  four  pence.  "  England  alone,"  fays  that  author, 
•*  having,  till  tlie  peace  of  Munfter,  in  the  year  1648,  enjoyed  alraoft  the  whole  manufafturc, 
•*  and  the  beft  part  of  the  trade  of  Europe." 

The  once  memorable  James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  p,  389,  aflferts,  "  that  the  bill 
*«  of  mortality  of  Amfterdam  did  not,  in  this  year  1657,  exceed  fixty  per  week.  Whereas," 
fays  he,  **  London's  was  near  three  hundred  weekly."  But  as  this  author  has  been  very 
much  miftaken  in  other  parts  of  his  computations  in  political  arithmetic,  it  feems  probable  he 
is  likewifc  greatly  fo  in  this  point:  more  cfpecially  if  Penfionary  De  Witt's  account  be  not  ex- 
aggerated, in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  written  in  the  j^ear  1663,  that  Amfterdam  contained 
three  hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  which  probably  is  more  than  it  contains  at  prefent. 

By  Secretary  Thurloe's  fixth  volume  of  State  Papers,  p.  505,  we  find  that  men  of  great  re- 
fleftion,  even  fo  early,  perceived  tl>c  great  benefit  which  England's  commerce  would  reap, 
from  poflTefling  a  fafe  and  fortified  port  at,  or  very  near  the  entrance  into,  the  Mediterranean 
Sea.  In  a  letter  written  by  General  Monk,  from  Scotland,  to  the  faid  Secretary  Thurloe,  in 
September,  in  the  year  1657,  there  is  the  following  memorable  paragraph,  viz. 

"  I  underftand  the  Portugal  Ambaflador  is  come  to  London ;  and  I  make  no  queftion 
**  but  he  will  be  defiring  fome  favour  from  my  Lord  Proteftor,  There  is  a  caftle  in 
<*  the  Streight's  Mouth,  which  the  Portugals  have  called  Tangier,  on  the  Barbary  fide, 
<<  and  which,  if  they  would  part  withal,  it  would  be  very  ufeful  to  us ;  and  they  make 
«*  little  ufe  of  it,  unlefs  it  be  for  getting  of  Blackamoors:  for  whence  (fliould  be  which)  his 
^<  Highnefs  may  give  tliem  leave  to  trade  for.  An  hundred  men  will  keep  the  caftle,  and  half 
*«  a  dozen  frigates  there  would  ftop  the  whole  trade  in  the  Streights  to  fuch  as  fhall  be  enemies 
"  to  us." 

This  propofal  of  General  Monk's  very  probably  occafioned  the  ftlpulating  of  this  port  and 
xaftle,  five  years  afterwards,  to  be  a  part  of  Queen  Catherine's  marriage  portion,  as  it  accord- 
ingly was.  Yet  this  fame  General  Monk  afterwards  found  a  confiderable  garrifon  little  enough 
-^0  defend  it  ^gainft  tlie  continual  attacks  of  the  Moors. 

Vol.  IL  3  ^  De  Witt, 
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1657  Dc  Witt,  111  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  juftly  remarks,  "  That  although  their  (hips  trading 
"  into  the  Mediterranean,  mould  be  well  guarded,  by  convoys,  againft  the  Barbary  Pirates  ; 
"  yet  it  would  by  no  means  be  proper  to  free  that  fca  of  thofc  pirates  :  becaufc,"  fays  he,  "  we 
*<  fhould  hereby  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  Eaftlanders,  Englilh,  Spaniards,  and 
**  Italians  ;  wherefore  it  is  beft  to  leave  that  thorn  in  the  fides  of  thofe  nations,  whereby  they 
"  will  be  diftreiled  in  that  trade  ;  whilft  we,  by  our  convoys,  cngrofs  all  the  European  traffic 
**  and  navigation  to  Holland." 

By  the  experience  of  the  ill  ciFefts  of  former  negligence,  and  the  help  of  the  port  of  Gibral- 
tar, we  have,  in  our  own  times,  greatly  gained  ground  upon  Holland  in  this  particular  refpeft.. 
(Fa%  eftii  ab  bofte  docersJ-^We  may  and  ought  to  learn  wifdom  even  from  an  enemy. 

In  this  fame  year,  we  have,  from  the  faid  fixth  volume  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  p.  825,  a 
letter  from  Leghorn  to  th?it  fame  Secretary  of  State,  acquainting  him,  **  That  the  Hollanders 
"  were  making  a  plantation  between  Surinam  and  Carthagcna,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  aiming. 
**  chiefly  to  trade  with  the  Spaniards  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  are  fending  thither  twenty-five 
•*  families  of  Jews. — If"   fays  the  letter-writer,  "  our  planters  at  Surinam  took  the  fame 
**  courfe,  it  would  be  much  to  their  advantage  ;  for  the  Spaniards  there  are  in  moft  extreme- 
"  want  of  all  European  commodities."     This  was  probably  a  projeft  for  fettling  on  the  con- 
tinent of  what  is  called  terra  firma,  from  whence  they  were  faid  to  be  afterwards  driven.     Un- 
lefs,  perhaps,  Curacoa  be  hereby  meant,  which  is  a  fmall  ide  near  that  coaft,  poflielled  by  the 
Dutch,  and  very  commodioufly  fituated  for  that  fmuggling  trade ;  the  Jews  being  here  faid  to- 
be  both  rich  and  numerous,  and  the  Dutch  colonies  here  extremely  populous  and  well  forti* 
fied  :  and  was,  probably,  firft  fettled  before  this  time  :  as  was  alfo,  above  twenty-five  years- 
before,  a  fon^ewhat  fmaller  ifle  near  it,  named  Aruba,.  as  well  as  Bonaire,  another  ifle  on. 
that  coaft,  which  produces  plenty  of  cotton  : — the  other  two  Ulcs,  before  named,  produce: 
fome  fugar. 

Although  Curacoa  be  but  a  barren  ifland,  about  thirteen  leagues  in  circuit,  yet  its  merchants: 
are  faid  to  be  very  rich  by  their  trade  with  the  neighbouring  Spaniards  for  European  goods « 
and  negroes,  fo  as  to  be  deemed  one  of  their  beft  colonies  in  America. 

In  the  faid  fixth  volume  of  Thurloc*s  State  Papers,  p.  596,  we  have  an  eftimate  of  the  charge^ 
er  puUHc  expcnce  of  Englandfor  the  year,  ending  the  firft  of  November  1.657,  viz.. 

1.  The  charge  of  the  fea-  ^  -  -  -^  994.SOO    o    o. 

2.  Ditto  of  the  army  in  the  three  kingdoms  -  -  i^  1 32,489    o    o  - 

3.  Ditto  of  the  civil  government  •.-...  aoo,ooo    o    o 


Total  £.  2,326,989  o  o 

.  The  prcfent  revenue,  viz; 

r.  The  affeffment' in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland?               —  i;464,ooo  4  O; 

2.  The cxcife andcuftoras,  eftimatcd  at                -                -  —  700^000  o  o ^ 

3.  The  other  revenue  payable  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  cfti^- 

seated  at              -^              •-              -^              --              -,  •.  X98,bco  o  o: 


Xotal'      £.    2,362,cxx3    4    o, 


And! 
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1657                 And,  (ibid.)  £.         s.    d. 
I.  The  revenue  of  Ireland  for  two  years,  ending  the  firft  of  November, 

1637,  amounts  to               .       .         -                -               .               .  i37»SS8  13    3 

—  And  for  one  year                -                  -  68,779    ^     75 


■  Mh^^ki 


'«• 


4i 
U 
it 


2.  Expence  of  ditto  for  faid  two  years  •  -  .  142,509  11     o 

Expence  more  than  the  revenue  -  .  -  -,  4»9S9  ^7    9 

And,   (ibid.  p.  444O 
Scotland's  revenue  for  one  year  -  -  .  37>690  '9    ^ 

(But  Scotland's  cxpcilccis  ilot  mentioned.) 
What  De  Witt  has  faid  of  his  nation*s  wifdom  in  fecuring'  their  raereantile  fhips  trad- 
ing into  the  Mediterranean,  by  proper  convoys,  and  the  negleft  of  England  in  that  refpeft, 
is,  in  part  confirmed,  and  partly  alfo,  contradifted,  by  a  pamphlet  addrefled  to  the  Proteftor 
Cromwell,  in  this  year  1657,  by  one  Samuel  Lamb,  a  merchant,  entitled,  Seafonable  Obfcr- 
vations  for  the  encouraging  of  foreign  Commerce  :  wherein  he  fpcaks  **  of  our  merchants  fhip- 
ping  as  having  been,  of  late,  the  beft  in  the  world.  Witncfs"  fays  he,  "  the  many  fingic 
fights  at  fea,  againft  the  Turks,  to  whom,  it  is  believed,  the  Dutch  lofe  ten  fhips  for  our 
one;  and  tlie  remarkable  fea  fights  againfl  the  Hollanders  themfelves  in  the  late  wars; 
•*  wherein  many  merchant  fhips,  from  about  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  tons,  did  engage 
"  againfl  the  enemy,  with  the  States  fhips,  to  our  great  advantage ;  the  enemy  notwithfland- 
•*  ing  exceeding  us  every  fight,  in  fliips  and  tonnage."  This  (however,  perhaps,  fomewbat 
exaggerated)  fhews  the  floutnefs  of  our  trading  fhips  up  the  Mediterranean,  in  thofe  times,  as 
well  as  the  brayery  of  our  failors  :  of  which  feveral  old  fongs  and  ballads  alfo  give  teflimony, 
in  their  encounters  with  the  Barbary  pirates. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars  in  England,  in  the  year  1642^  we  find  by  the 
Eafl  -India  Company's  account,  **  That  they  alone  employed  fifteen  thoufand  tons  of  fhip- 
•*  ping,"  which  were  accounted  to  be  the  befl  trading  fhips  belonging  to  England,  as  in- 
deed they  continue  to  be  to  the  prefent  times,  from  three  hundred  to  fix  hundred  tons  each 
fhip.  But  the  Eafl  India  Company  became  at  length  fo  much  decayed  in  their  fhipping,  from 
the  general  difcouragements  in  their  trade,  and  the  underminings  of  the  Hollanders,  &c.  that 
they  had  fcarcely  one  good  fhip  remaining.  Moreover,  from  this  year  1653,  or  1654,  to  this 
year  1657,  by  means  of  the  multitude  of  interlopers,  there  was  a  fort  of  open  trade  from  Eng- 
land to  India:  "  in  which  time,"  fays  our  author,  who  in  168 1,  wrote  in  defence  of  the 
Joint-Stock  Company,  **  our  nation  had  well  nigh  lofl  all  their  privileges  in  India,  which 
**  are  many."  There  were  alfo  grievous  loflcs  to  private  traders  by  depredations;  "  a  great 
*^  lowering  of  Englifh  commodities,  and  advancing  of  Indian  commodities  ;— an  increafe  of  ^ 
**  prefents  to  governors,  &c.  to  fuch  an  odious  excefs,  that  at  length  the  very  private  traders 
**  themfelves,  being  without  union  and  prote£tion,  were  the  forwardefl  petitioners  for  a  return 
"  to  a  joint  flock." 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  ingenious  autlior  of  an  o£lavo  treatife,  Intitled,  Britannia 
Languens,  publifhed  in  the  year  1680,  affirms,  p.  76,  "  That  during  the  years  1653-4-5-6, 
**  when  the  Eafl  India  trade  was  laid  open,  they  afforded  the  Indian  commodities  fo  cbeaf^ 
"  that  they  fupplied  more  parts  of  Europe,  and  even  Amflerdam  itfelf,  therewith,  than  ever 
**  they  did  after ;  whereby  they  very  much  funk  the  Dutch  Eafl  India  Company's  a&ions." 
Yet  it  is  generally  faid,  that  even  the  interlopers  or  feparate  traders  were  lofcrs  in  the  end, 

3  K  2  having 
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1657  having  alfo  enduFcd  many  indignities  and  injuries  from  the  Indians.     So  difficult  is  it  to  come 
at  the  real  truth  where  intereft  is  nearly  concerned  on  both  fides. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Proteftor  Cromwell  now  re-eftabliflied  the  old  Company,  with  a  joint 
ftock  of  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds,  al- 
though .only  fifty  per  cent,  or  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-one pounds  was  called  in,  or  was  flriftly,  at  that  time,  deemed  their  capital  ftock.  Yet 
by  the  late  laying  open  of  that  trade,  fo  many  lefler  fliips  had  been  employed  in  it,  that  the 
Company,  though  now  again  reftored,  could  find  few  or  no  merchant  (hips  large  enough  for 
their  purpofe.  And  the  author  juft  now  quoted,  alleges,  "  That,  although  in  former  times 
**  the  Englifh  trade  into  the  Mediterranean  did,  by  eftimation,  employ  eighty  or  one  hun- 
•*  dred  fail  of  Ihips,  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  tons  each,  yet,  finee,  they  employ 
•*  fmaller  ones,  which  arc  fo  often  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  &c.'* — And  he  fays,  **  He  has 
"  formerly  known  many  Ibips,  of  the  above,  or  a  greater  burden,  built  and  equipped  in  Eng- 
"  land,  purpofely  to  be  fent  to  Venice  to  be  let  out  to  that  State,  for  fhips  of  war,  to  ferve 
"  them  againft  the  Turks  :  but  the  Hollanders  foon  cut  us  oat  of  that  employment  alfo,  by 
**  ferving  them  cheaper.'* 

In  this  fame  year,  on  the  ninth  of  May,  Cromwell  concluded  another  felf-interefted  treaty 
of  alliance  with  France,,  againft  Spain  and  Holland,  and  againft  the  folid  intereft  of  England. 
And,  as  fome  of  the  fccrct  articles  have  a  relation  to  commerce^  we  fhall  remark  on  the  fol- 
lowing ones,  viz. 

It  fcems  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruyter  had  taken  two  French  fhips  of  war,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  to  revenge  which  **  France  engaged  Cromwell,  by  the  fourth  and  fifth  fecret  arti-.^ 
•*  cies,  to  fit  out  at  the  expence  of  France,  fronv^thirty  to  forty  ftiips  of  war ;  part  of  which 
•*  were  to  cruize  before  Oftend  and  Dunkirk,  and  the  reft  in  the  Channel,  to  take  all  the 
•*  ftiips  of  Holland  and  Zealand  in  the  French  King's  name. — And  article- nine  and  ten,  that 
«•  an  Englifti  fleet  was  to  block  up  Oftend,  Nicuport,  and  Gravellncs,  whilft  Louis  did  the 
"  fame  on  the  land  fide.— And  Loufs  promrfes  to  leave  thofe  ports,  when  taken,  in  the  full 
"  pofleffion  and  property  of  the  Protefkor.  On  the  other  hand,  article  eleven,  Louis  was  ta 
•'  enjoy  all  the  other  towns,  harbours,  and  places  which  fliould  be  conquered  in  the  feven- 
**  teen  provinces  of  tlie  Netherlands,  none  excepted,  whoever  is  or  has  been  the  pofleftbr. 

^^  Articles  fifteen  a,nd  fixteen,  both  parties  agreed  to  afiift  the  King  of  Sweden  in  his  in- 
•*  tended  conqucft  of  the  city  of  Dantzic.  Louis  alfo  promifing  to  fumifli  money  for  the 
•*  conqucft  of  tlic  Daniftx  forts  in  the  Sound;  Ae  Proteftor  engaging  to  fend  a  fleet,  witli 
**  land  forces,  to  block  up  the  paiTage  of  the  Sound,  to  die  end,  that,  with  Sweden's  afliftancey. 
**  the  ProteAor  may  be  enabled  to  keep  the  trade  with  thofe  countries  and  thofe  of  his  allies 
•*  free  and  undifturbed/* 

The  plaufiblc  or  probable  ground  for  thefe  two  remarkable  artFcIes  of  this  alliance  and  en- 
mity againft  Denmark  was,  becaufe  that  King,  Chriftiern  UL  had  increafed  his  demands  or 
toll  on  foreign  ftiips  pafHng  the  Sound  :  which  toll,  we  havefeen,  having  been  farmed  to  the 
Hollanders,  in  the  year  1649,  it  was  probable  they,,  and'  the  crown  of  Denmark,  had 
jointly  aimed  to  make  the  m^ft  of  it  againft  all  other  nations ;  though  contrary  to  former 
fiipulations. 

By  article  fevcnteentb,  "  The  Protcftor  was  to  have  the  difpofal  of  any  countries  and' forts 
**  which  ftiould  be  taken  from  Denmark,  according  to  his  good  pleafure }  but  the  ftiips  and 

merchandize 
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1657  "  merchandize  of  the  French  King's  fubjefts  fhould  pafs  and  lepafs  tlie  Sound  as  freely  as 
"  thofc  of  England.'' 

1658  Cardinal  Mazarine,  the  Prime  Minifter  of  France,  having  obtained  intelligence,  that  the 
court  of  Spain,  for  the  gaining  of  Cromwell  to  its  fide,  had,  fome  time  before,  propofed  to  aflift 
him  in  the  conquefl  of  Calais  for  England,  took  pains  to  convince  the  Protcftor  that  Dunkiik. 
would  be  of  much  greater  importance  to  England,  as  really  is  known  to  be  true  :  and  as  Crom* 
well's  principal  dread  was,  left  France  fhould  be  affifting  in  King  Charles's  reftoration,  he, 
after  feme  deliberation,  agreed  to  Mazarine's  propofal.  Whereupon,  on  the  23d  of  Marcli, 
1658,  new  ftilc.  Sir  William  Lockhart,  Cromwell's  ambaflador  at  Paris,  figned  a  convention 
with  the  French  court,  whereby  it  was  ftipulatcd,  *•  that  Dunkirk,  Mardike,  and  Gravelines, 
*'  when  taken,  (hould  be  put  in  the  Protcftor's  hands ;"  which  was  confirmed  by  a  fecond  con^ 
vention  five  days^  after.  Whereupon  Dunkirk  was  attacked  by  the  joint  forces  of  England  and 
France,  and  furrendered  on  Midfummer-day,  1658,  to  the  French,  who,  tHc  day  follow- 
ing, delivered  it  up  with  all  its  forts  into  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Lockhart,  in  behalf  of  the 
Proteftor. 

This  great  acquifition  occafioned  no  fmall  jcaloufy  in  the  Dutch,  who  were  very  far  fronr 
being  pleafed  at  feeing  England  thereby  rendered  m^fter  of  both  fides  the  ChanneL  More- 
over, although  France  at  this  time  yielded  it  to  Cromwell,  for  the  fake  of  his  prefent  friend- 
Ihip  in  aflifting  to  diftrefs  and  weaken  Spain,  and  the  confequent  raifing  of  her  own  power^ 
yet  the  French  court  foon  forcfaw  how  dangerous  Dunkirk  would  prove  in  otlier  hands  but 
her  own,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  pofleflion  of  England,  even  then  the  firft  maritime  poten- 
tate of  Europe :  wherefore  they  too  foon  found  means,  four  years  after,  ta  get  it  fcandaloufly 
fold  and  furrendered  to  them. 

Although  we  have  fcen,  that  clocks  and  clock-makers  were  introduced  into  England  at  leaft 
as  early  as  the  year  1368,  yet  we  have  by  no  notices  or  means  as  yet  difcovered,  or  are  able 
♦  certainly  to  trace,  cither  the  time,  or  die  certain  place,  when  or  where  they  were  firft  made  ;— 
which  is  indeed  likewife  the  cafe  of  feveral  other  old  inventions.  Nurenberg,  in  Germany, 
has  often  been  named  as  the  moft  probable  place  of  the  invention  of  watches,  or  rather  the  re- 
vival of  them  about  feventy  years  ago,  though  I  do  not  find  even  any  certainty  thereof.  The 
firft  pendulum  clock  is  faid  to  have  been  invented  by  Huygens,  in  the  preceding  year  1657  ; 
yet  others  afcribe  it  to  Galileo.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  may  be  affured,  that  the  prefent  watches 
are  of  a  much  later  invention  than  clocks,  although  they,  in  fa£t,  were  but  a  neceffarv  confe- 
quence  of  the  other.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  the  firft  who  had  any  thing  that  might  be 
called  a  watch ;  though  fome  fay  it  was  only  a  fmall  table  clock.  Others  fay,  that  Emperor 
had  a  watch  of  fome  kind  or  other  in  the  jewel  of  his  feal  ring. — Spring  pocket  watches  were 
the  production  of  this  century.  Foreigners  afcribe  it  to  Huygens,  but  the  Englifh  to  Dr. 
^ookc,  about  this  year  1658.  This  ufeful  machine  has  been  fincc  brought  to  greater  perfec- 
tion in  England  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Swedifli  fleet  befieging  Copenhagen,  where  the  Danifti  King,  Chrif- 
tiern  III.  then  was,  in  great  diftrefs  :  the  Dutch  fleet  under  Admiral  Opdam,  defeated  that  of 
Sweden,  and  thereby  feafonably  relieved  the  Danifh  King  and  his  capital  city.  The  next  year 
Admiral  De  Ruyter  joined  the  Danifh  fleet,  and,  defeating  that  of  Sweden,  brought  about  a 
pacification  at  Rofchild,  between  thofc  two  northern  crowns,  through  the  mediation  of  Eng- 
land and  France. 

Yet, 
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1659  Yet,  in  the  following  year  1659,  the  Swedes,  under  their  King  Charles  Guftavus,  Wfercfo 
fuccefsful  in  a  frefh  war  againft  Denmark,  as  to  oblige  that  crown  to  reftore  the  fine  province 
Scania,  or  Sconen,  to  Sweden,  after  Denmark  had  been  in  poffeflion  of  it  for  three  centuries ; 
which  conceflion  threw  much  .weight  into  the  fcalc  of  Sweden  :  but  feems,  however,  to  have 
reduced  both  crowns  nearer  to  an  equilibrium  than  before,  with  reference  to  the  European 
ilates  trading  into  the  Baltic  Sea. 

The  Danilh  court  having  further  diftrefled  the  trade  of  other  nations,  by  their  arbitrary  in- 
creafe  of  tlic  tolls  in  the  paflages  into  the  Baltic,  called  the  Sound  and  greater  and  Icffcr  Belt, 
the  two  commonwealths  of  England  and  Holland,  and  the  court  of  France,  had  entered  into  a 
joint  treaty  at  the  Hague,  in  the  faiJ  year  1659,  not  only  for  obliging  Denmark  and  Sweden, 
then  at  war,  to  agree  to  the  above  faid  peace,  but,  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  treaty,  it  was  fti- 
•pulated. 

That  no  new  duty,  toll,  or  other  impoft,  on  account  of  beacons,  lighthoufes,  anchor- 
ages, or  for  any  other  pretences  whatever,  be  for  the  future  raifed  in  the  Sound,  or  the  two 
Belts,  by  any  peri'on  whatfoever,  upon  the  faid  three  States,  or  either  of  them,  or  upon  their 
fubjefts.     And  with  refpeft  to  the  duties  or  tolls  which  are  paid  there  by  virtue  of  the  treaty 


St 
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^*  made  at  London  between  the  late  Proteftor  (Oliver)  and  the  crown  of  Denmark,  and  of 
**  another  treaty  made  between  the  faid  crown  and  the  United  Provinces,  in  the  year  1645, 


they  fhall  never  be  augmented  upon  the  three  dates,  nor  on  any  of  them,  for  any  caufc  or 

pretext  whatever.  And,  if  it  happens,  that  there  are  more  favourable  and  advantageous 
**  conditions  in  one  of  the  faid  treaties  than  there  are  in  the  others,  with  regard  to  the  toll,  or 
^  the  manner  of  railing  it,  the  faid  three  dates,  and  each  of  them,  Ihali  for  the  future  enjoy 
*^  the  faid  more  favourable  conditions  equally  ;  as  alfo  all  otlier  privileges  and  exemptions  ;  and 
••*  Ihall  be  guarantees  thereof  one  to  the  other." 

It  feems,  that  before  this  definitive  treaty,  the  Danes  often  varied  tlie  tolls  they  cxa£led 
from  (hips  pafling  the  Sound.  Sometimes  they  laid  a  rofe*noble  on  every  (hip,  befide  one  per 
cent,  laftagc. — Sometimes  three  one-half  per  cent.— And,  zt  other  times,  a  thirtieth  part  of  all 
-the  cargo  was  demanded  and  taken.  Queen  Elizabeth  fent  four  folemn  embaffiesto  Denmark, 
in  order  to  get  thofc  tolls  moderated,  and  fixed  at  fome  certainty  ;  though  all  to  very  little 
jurpofe. 

The  Swedes  likev/ife  fometimes  had  pretended  to  a  toll  for  their  caftle  of  Heifingburg,  on 
this  fide  of  the  Sound  :  but  now  this  joint  treaty  and  mutual  guarantee  of  the  three  potent 
Hates  before-mentioned,  feemed  to  have  put  an  end  to  all  new  demands  and  impofitlons 
whatever. 

The  advantageous  peace  which  France  made  this  year  with  the  declining  kingdom  of  Spain, 
at  the  Pyrenees,  gave  the  former  full  leifure  to  improve  its  foreign  commerce,  and  more  efpc- 
cially  its  trade  to  Turkey  for  woollen  goods  ;  which,  by  the  help  of  Spanilh  wool,  they  foon 
after  brought  to  fuch  perfc£tion,^  that  they  have  long  fince  been  enabled,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  poflefs  a  confidcrable  advantage  over  the  Englifti  Levant  or  Turkey  Company,  as  well  as 
the  Dutch  and  Venetians.  Their  very  able  ftatefman,  Colbert,  having,  foon  after  this  time, 
moft  affiduoufly  applied  himfelf  to  this  objeft,  without  fparing  any  expence  for  the  improve- 
ment of  all  the  branches  of  France's  commerce ;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  premiums,  remiflion 
of  cuftoms  and  taxes,  wareboufes  rent-free,  &c.  Yet,  in  order  to  get  their  woollen  qloth  at 
iirft  introduced  into  Turkey,  they  are  (aid  to  have  made  ufc  of  the  names  of  the  Engliih  trad- 
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i<359  crs  thither,  and  of  the  reputation  of  Englifh  cloth,  calling  their  cloth  by  the  name  of  Drap  dc 
Londres. 

By  the  Pyrenean  peace,  Spain  yielded  up  to  France  fo  much  territory,  and  fo  many  ftrong 
fortreflcs  in  the  Netherlands,  and  on  the  fide  of  Catalonia,  Burgundy,  and  Lorraine,  as  made 
the  fcale  of  France  ftill  much  more  preponderate  :  the  enumeration  of  which  countries  and 
fortreflcs  may  be  feen  in  all:  the  accounts  of  that  peace  ;  which  indeed  was  a  very  unfortunate 
one  for  Spain^  and  much  altered  the  balance  of  power  in  refpcft  of  thofc  two  nations,  and, 
in  fomc  meafurc,  thcreforcv  affefted  the  fafcty  of  the  reft  of  Europe. 

The  ifland  of  Barbadoes  was  by  this  time  becotue  riclv  and  populous.  For,  in  a^  pam- 
phlet, entitled,  Trade  Revived,  printed  in  the  year  1659,  the  author,  treating  of  the  value  of 
our  American  plantations,  defcribes  **  Barbadoes  as  having  given  to  many  meji  of  low  degree 
*•  exceeding  vaft  fortunes,  equal  to  noblemen. — That  upwards  of  one  hundced  fail  of  fhips 
"  there  yearly  find  employment,,  by  carrying  goods  and  paflengers  thither,  and  bringing^. 
•*  thence  other  commodities ;  whereby  fearaen  are  bred,  and  cullom  increafed ;  our  comrao- 
**  dities  vended,  and  many  thoufands  employed  tlierein,  and. in  refining  our  fugar  at  home,. 
"  which  we  formerly  had  from  other  countries.  And  all  this  out  of  that  very  fmall,  dry,  and- 
"  rocky  ifland;"  By  this  account  it  appears,  that  our  other  Caribbee  ifles  had  fcarcely  as  yet 
engaged  into  fugar  planting.  This  alfo  feems  to  be  the  firft  account  of  fugar  refining  in  Eng- 
land, though  it  was  probably  of  an  earlier  date  in.fome  other  countries : — for  which,  fee  the 
year  1503. 

Dr.  Charles  D'Avcnant,  who  was  Infpeflor  General  of  the  Cuftoms  of  Engjand  at  the  time 
he  wrote  a  treatife,  entitled,  New  Dialogues  on  the  then  orefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,. printed 
in  the  year  1711,  in  oSavo,  gives  us  therein,  in  p.  71,  &c.  the  entire  coinage  of  England  for 
a  complete  century  of  years^  taken  from  the  rcgifters  of  the  Royal  Mint,  viz.  from  1558  to^ 
1-659. 

i,aoo,ooo 

800,000 

I  v7  23,000 


Gold  cpined, — In  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign 

In  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  about 
In  King  Charles  the  PMrft*s  reign 


Silver,— In  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign 

In  King  James  the  Firft's  reign 
In  King  Charles  the  Firft's  reign 
By  the  Parliament  and  Cromwell 


Total  Gold        £. 

£'  4*632,932 
1,700,000 

8,77-6,544- 
I  j  000,000 


3,723,000 


r 


Total  Silver.       £.     16,109,476 — 16,109,476 


Total  Gold  and  Silver 


£,     19.832,476 


•*  Yet,"  adds  the  Doftbr,  very  properly,  **  all  this  money  was  not  co-exifting  in  this  year 
•*  1659*  For  Queen  Elizabeth  not  only  called  in  and  recoined  all  the  debafed  filver  coin  of 
**  the  three  preceding  reigns,  but,  by  varying  the  ftandard,  there  were  frelh  fabrications  oc- 
•*  caiioned,  fo  that  the  fame  bullion  was  coined  over  and  over.'.'  And  this  able  author  conjec- 
tures,/* that  in  the. year  1600,  our  whole  gold  and  filver  coin  together  did  not  exceed  four 

**  mil-^-^ 
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1659  "  millions  ;  and  that  at  the  time  he  wrote"  in  the  year  171 1,  **  there  might  be  twelve  mil- 
*'  lions  of  gold  and  filver  coin  in  being." 

This  very  curious  account  is  well  worth  our  obfervation :  and,  as  our  commerce  is  al- 
lowed by  all  men  to  be  very  confiderably  increafcd  fince  the  faid  year  1711,  being  the  fpace 
of  fifty-one  years,  I  conceive,  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  the  prefcnt  gold  and  filver 
•coin  of  Great  Britain,  aftually  exifting,  cannot  be  lefs  than  fixteen  millions  1  although  it 
be  not  fo  eafy  to  determine  the  near  proportion  between  the  quantity  of  the  gold  to  the  filver 

coin. 

Having  nothing  further  to  add  of  the  times  preceding  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  IL 

we  muft  do  the  Rump  Parliament  and  Cromwell,  with  all  their  faults,  the  jaftice  to  remark, 

hy  way  of  recapitulation,  that  they  certainly  made  feveral  very  good  and  fuccefsful  regulations 

and  laws  for  the  improvement  and  increafe  of  England's  commerce  and  fliipping ;  moft  of 

which  were  adopted  and  legally  enabled  by  the  Parliament  immediately  after  the  Reftoration ; 

which  plainly  evinced  the  public  fen fe  of  their  utility,  viz. 

I.  The  reduftion  of  the  legal  intereft  of  money  from  eight  to  fix  percent,  greatly  to  the  ad- 
vantage both  of  the  landed  and  trading  interefls. 

II.  Their  cftabKfhing  the  firft  general  Navigation  Aft  ;  by  which,  not  only  the  trade  to  and 
from  our  Anierican  plantations  was  fecured  to  ourfelves  alone,  but  likewife  our  mercantile 
Ihipping  was  confiderably  increafeJ,  as  was  alfo  the  number  of  our  failors,  and  of  all  trades 
^depending  on  fliipping. 

III.  Tenures  by  Kivight's-fervice,  Wardfliips,  and  all  other  kinds  ©f^fervilc  tenures,  were 
for  ever  aboli/hed  in  England. 

IV.  All  kinds  of  monopolies  were  likewife  aboliflied. 

V.  Their  granting  full  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  peaceable  people,  inviting  multitudes  of 
fuch  to  return  with  their  families  and  fortunes  from  New  England,  Holland^  Germany,  &c. 
whither  they  had  been  driven  by  Laud's  unchriftian  and  mad  perfecution,  &c.  and  hereby  not 
only  the  number  of  induftrious  people  were  increafed,  which  is  the  moft  folid  wealth  of  any 
nation,  but  likewife  new  manufadiunes  were  introduced,  and  the  old  ones  improved  and  in- 
creafed. 

This  fiftli  article  was  not  however  adopted  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  the  zealous  royalifts  ; 
nor  was  it  legally  enafted  till  the  acccflion  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary;  when  the  na- 
tion's eyes  were  fully  opened,  to  fee  the  prejudice  and  folly,  as  well  as  wickednefs,  of  denying 
that  freedom  of  confcience  to  others,  which  we  ourfelves  would  think  we  had  a  right  to  in  fimi- 
lar  circumftances. 

VI.  Scotland's  vafl&lage  was  abolifhcd  by  them,  and  better  orders  were  eftabliflied  in  that 
country  for  providing  for  their  poor,  for  punifliing  vagrants,  and  for  fupprefling  of  robberies, 
than  had  been  before  in  ufe. 

But  this  laft  mentioned  benefit  to  Scotland,  was  far  from  being  confirmed  after  the  Reftora- 
tion, though  fo  reafonable  and  beneficial.  The  firft  four  articles,  however,  were  wifely 
confirmed  by  the  legal  government,  as  what  the  nation  could  not  have  been  eafy  without, 
having  before  fo  fully  experienced  tlieir  beneficial  and  moft  falutary  eflFefts. 
4660  On  the  third  of  May  1660,  a  final  peace  was  concluded  at  the  monaftery  of  Oliva,  in  Polifli 
Pruflia,  between  John  Cafimir,  King  of  Poland,  and  his  confederates,  the  Emperor  Leopold, 
and  Frederic  William,  Eleftor  of  Brandenburg,  on  the  one  part,  and  Charles  XI.  King  of 
3  Sweden^ 
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1660  Sweden,  on  the  other  part ;  King  Louis  XIV.  King  of  France,  being  guarantee.     Whcrcia 

all  that  is  effcntially  neccflary  for  us  to  obferve,  is,  the  grer*t  additional  weight  thrown  into 
the  fcale  of  Sweden,  by  Poland's  yielding  up  or  confirming  to  her,  for  ever,  the  large,  fair, 
and  fruitful  province  of  Livonia  ;  moft  of  which,  however,  had  been  long  before  conquered 
and  pofleflcd  by  Sweden.  On  the  other  hand,  Sweden  yielded  up  to  Poland  the  cities  and 
forts  Ihe  held  in  Polifli  Pruflia, — The  Emperor  ceded  to  Holfleiri  all  that  he  held  in  that 
dutchy,  and  the  Eleftor  of  Brandenburgh  yielded  to  Sweden  all  that  he  had  held  in  weftern 
Pomerania. 

We  arc  now  again  returned  to  the  legal  conftitution  of  England,  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, by  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  in  this 
year  1660:  and  the  firll  aft  of  Parliament,  relating  to  our  fubjeft,  is  that  of  this  twelfth  year 
of  the  faid  King,  cap.  iv.  entitled,  **  A  Subfidy  granted  to  him  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage, 
"  and  other  fums  of  money,  payable  upon  merchandize  exported  and  imported  :"  the  pre- 
amble to  which  aft  runs  thus,  viz. 

The  Commons  aflembleS  in  Parliament*  repofing  truft  and  confidence  in  your  Majefty, 
in  and  for  the  guarding  and  defending  of  the  feas,  againft  all  perfons  intending,  or  that 
fhall  intend,  tlie  difturbance  of  your  faid  Commons,  in  the  intercourfe  of  trade,  and  the 
invading  of  this  your  realm  ;  for  the  better  defraying  the  neceflary  expences  thereof,  which 
cannot  otherwife  be  efFefted  without  great  charge  to  your  Majefty,  do,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords,"  the  Bifhops  were  not  yet  re-inftated,  "  in  this  your  pre- 
fent  Parliament  aflemblcd,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  to  the  intent  aforefaid,  give 
and  grant  unto  you,  our  fuprcmc  liege  Lord  and  Sovereign,  one  fubfidy,  called  tonnage ; 
*•  tliat  is  to  fay,  of  every  ton  of  wine,  of  the  growth  of  France, — that  fhall  come  into  the 
port  of  London, — by  way  of  merchandize,  by  your  natural-born  fubjefts,  four  pounds  ten 
ftiillings, — and -by  ftrangers  and  aliens,  fix  pounds, — and  into  the  out-ports,  three  pounds 
by  natural  born  fubjefts ;  and  by  aliens,  four  pounds  ten  (hillings, — And,  for  every  but  or 
pipe  of  Mufcadels,  Mahnfeys,  Gites,  Tents,  Alicants,  Baftards,  Sacks,  Canaries,  Malagas, 
**  Madeiras,"  thefirft  time  this  wine  is  mentioned  by  that  name,  **  and  other  wines  whatfo- 
ever,  commonly  called  fvveet  wines,  of  the  growth  of  the  Levant,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  or 
any  of  them,  or  of  the  iflands  belonging  to  them,  or  elfewhere,  that  ihall  come  into  the 
port  of  London,  brought  by  Englilh  fubjefts,  two  pounds  five  (hillings, — and  by  aliens, 
three  pounds  ; — and  into  the  out-ports,  by  Englifh  fubjefts,  one  pound  ten  (hillings,*— and 
by  aliens,  two  pounds  five  (hillings; — alfo  for  Rhenifh  wines,  by  natural-born  fubjefts, 
one  ppund  per  annum,  and  by  aliens,  one  pound  five  (liillings, — as  in  a  book  of  rates  here- 
^*  in-after  referred  to : — and  alfo  one  other  fubfidy,  called  poundage,  /.  c.  of  all  manner  of 
**  goods  and  merchandize  etiported  or  imported,  either  by  denizens  or  aliens,  twelve-pence 
for  every  twenty  (hillings,  as  in  the  book  of  rates  valued,  ox  ad  valorem:  and  for  Engl  i(h 
produft  or  manufafture,  exported  by  aliens,  tv.'elve-pence  more  tor  every  twenty  (hillinc^s 
over  and  above  the  firft  twenty  (hillings  :  excepting,  however,  all  manner  of  woollen  cloths, 
commonly  called  old  draperies, — and  all  wines  which  (hall  have  paid  the  above-named  ton- 
nage,— and  alfo  fi(h,  brought  by  Engliflimen, — and  all  fre(h  fiih  and  beftial,  imported,-— 
and  all  other  goods  mentioned  to  be  cuftom  free  in  the  faid  book  of  rates." 
{r5*  No  mention  is  as  yet  made  in  this  new  book  of  rates  of  tea,  coiFcw*,  or  chocolate,  though 
tliey  are  all  mentioned  in  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year. 
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A.     D.  * 

2660       By  an  a£l  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xxv.  for  felling  of  wines  by  retail,  &c.  the  following  pricer 
were  fixed,  viz. 

I.  Spanifti  and  fweet  wines  not  above  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence  per  quart  r 

II..  French  wines  not  above  eight- pence  per  quart : 

111.  Rhenifli  wines  not  above  twelve-pence  per  quart ;  penalty  five  pounds. 

And  we  do  hereby  grant  to  our  faid  liege  Lord  and  Sovereign  an.otl>er  fublidy,  r.  e.  on 
every  piece  of  fhort  woollen  cloth  exported  by  Englifhmen,  called  broad  cloths,  not  exceeding 
**  twenty-eight  yards  in  length  and  fixty-four  pounds  weight,  the  fum  of  three  fhillings  and 
f6ur-pcnce,  and  proportionably  if  of  greater  length  or  weight :  and  of  lefler  lengths  and 
•'  weight,  exported  by  Englilhmen,  alfo  three  (hillings  and  four-pence,  and  by  aliens  fix  fhil- 
'*  lings  and  eight-pence. — Englifli  merchants  (hipping  goods,  &c.  in  foreign  (hips  from  Eng- 
^'  land,  (hall  pay  double  duties,  as  if  they  were  foreigners.     But  herrings  ai\d  other  fea  fi(h 
exported,  (Iiall^be  duty  free.     And  it  is  hereby  enadted,  that  no  rates  (hall  be  impofed  on 
Engli(hmcn  without  the  authorky  of  Parliament.     No  King's  colleftors,  &c.  (hall  take 
more  fees  than  was  cuftomary  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  late  King  James. 
Other  goods,  when  at  certain  prices,  may, be  exported,  viz.  gunpowder,  when  not  exceed- 
ing five  pounds  the  barrel :  wlieat,  two  pound?  per  quarter  r  rye,  beans,  and  peas,  one  pound 
four  (hillings  ;  barley  and  malt,  twenty  (hillings  per  quarter :  oats,  fixteen  (hillings  ;  beef,  per 
barrel,  five  pdunds  ;  pork,  fix  pounds   ten  (hillings ;  bacon,  per  pound,  fix-pence ;  butter, 
the  barrel,  four  pounds  ten  (hillings  ;  cheefe,  the  hundred,  one  pound  ten  (hillings ;  candles^ 
the  dozen  pounds,  five  (hillings. 

I.  *'  Provided  alvf ays,  that  his  Majefty  may,  by  proclamation,  at  any  time  when  he  (liall 
fee  caufe  fo  to  do,  and  for  fuch  time  as  (hall  be  therein  exprefied,  prohibit  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  gunpowder,  or  any  fort  of  arms  or  ammunition. 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  that,  over  and  above  the  rates  herein  before-mentioned,  there 
(hall  be  paid  to  your  Majefty,  on  every  ton  of  wine,  of  the  growth  of  France,  Germany,. 
Portugal,  or  Madeira,  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  or  elfewhere,  three  pounds  with- 
in nine  months  after  importing.  And  of  every  ton  of  all  other  wines,  four  pounds.  The 
importer  to  give  fecurity  for  payment.  Yet  if  any  of  thofe  wines  (hall  be  ic-exported  with- 
in twelve  months  after,  then  the  aforefaid  additional  duty  (hall  be  returned.  And  the  im-^ 
porter,  paying  ready  money,  (hall  be  allowed  ten  per  cent,  difcount. 

II.  "  Provided,  that  the  prizage  of  wines,  or  prize  wines,  (hall  pay  no  tonnage,  cufiomst 
nor  fubfidy,  in  virtue  of  this  aft,  nor  of  any  thing  therein  contained." 
Although,  in  the  preface  to  this  wt)rk,  it  is  declared,  that  it  was  not  our  intent  to  take 

notice  of  any  duties,  cuftoms,  or  taxes,  or  the  alterations  of  them,  enafted  from  time  to  time;. 
yet  the  above-recited  famous  aft  of  Parliainent  having  fixed  the  tonnage  and  fubfidy  on  wines> 
and  the  poundage  on  divers  other  kinds  of  merchandize  and  provifions ;  referring  to  a  new 
book  of  r^tes,  which,  though  altered  fince  this  time,  in  many  points,  has  however  been,  in 
general,  a  guide  for  the  rates  or  duties  of  many  other  kinds  of  merchandize;  and  as,  moreover, 
the  ground  of  granting  the  ancient  duties  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  are  in  this  aft  explained ; 
we  thought  it  proper  to  give  the  fubftance  of  the  faid  law,  by  way  of  pattern  or  precedent. 

By  this  fame  law  the  linen  of  France  was  too  much  favoured  :  for  their  fine  dowlas  was  to 
pay  only  one  halfpenny  per  ell ;  wbilft  fine  linen  of  Flanders  was  to  pay  three-pence  per  cU 
duty. 
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OF     TH  E     OH  T  G  I  N     O  F     C  O  M  M  E  R  C.E»  4^1 

A.  I>. 

4660  Wc  have  feen  the  former  reduftions  of  the  national  or  legal  inter^ft  of  money,  in  England, 
at  dlf{erent  periods  of  time,  occalioned  from  a  pr<}portionable  increafe  of  money  and  com- 
merce ;  and  we  have  fhcwn  tlie  rational  grounds  of  and  for  thofc  reduftions,  fo  far  as  hereafter 
to  favc  OBr  readers  the  trouble  of  more  copioufly  enlarging  on  this  fubje^. 

The  laft  reduftion  was  from  eiglit  to  fix  per  cent,  but  as  it  was  enafled  by  an  illegal  or 
nfurped  power,  in  the  year  1651,  the  legal  Parliament,  at  tlie  reftoration,  could. not  coniiil- 
cntly  take  direft  notice  of  it,  by  way  of  confirmation ;  although,  in  cfieft,  they  do  i(  by  the 
preamble  to  the  a6t,  cap.  xiii.  that  none  fhall  take  above  fix  pounds  for  the  loan  of  an  Ixun- 
■dred  pounds  for  a  year;  which  expreffes  itfelf  in  the  following  manner: 

**  And  whereas,  in  frefli  jnemory,  the  like  fall  from  eight  to  fix  in  the  hundred,  by  a  late 
*•  conftant  praftice,  hatli  found  the  like-fuccefs,  to  the  general  contentment  of -tliis  nation,  as 
"*'  is  vifibk  by  feveral  improvements.  And  whereas  neverthelefs  it  is  the  endeavour  of  fpme 
**  at  prefent  to  .reduce  4t  back  again  in  praftice  to  the  allowance  of  the.  flatuteftili  in  .force," 
*.  r.  to  eight  per  cent.  **  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  ingenuity  and  induilry  in.tlie  huf- 

bandry,  trade,  and  commerce  of  this  nation : — bs  it  therefore  «na£ted,  that  fiom  and  after 

the  twenty-ninth  of  September  1660,  none  fhall  take  above  fix  pounds  per  cent,  as  above, 
^'  and  that  all  bonds  and  affurances  whatever,  made  after  the  time  aforeffiid,  for  payment  of 
***  any  principal  money  to  be  lent  or  covenanted  to  be  performed,  upon  or  for  any  ufury^ 

whereupon  tliere  fhall  be  referved  or  taken  above  the  rate  of  fix  pounds  in  the  liundred, 

(hall  be  utterly  Void. — And  the  taker  of  any  higher  intereft  or  ufury,  Ihall  forfeit,  for  every 
•**  fuch  ofFertce,  the  treble  value  of  the  money  £b  lent,  &c. 

Two  things  are  worth  remarking  on  this  a&,  viz. 

Firft,  That  the  word  ufury  was  ftill  the  legal  term  for  the  lawful  intereft  of  money,  - 

Secondly,  That  this  aft  does  notta^e  the  leaft  notice  of  the  unlawfulnefs,  in  point  of  reli- 
gion or  confcience,  or  the  fin  of  taking  ufury  or  intereft  for  tlie  loan  of  money,  as  had  been 
expreffed  in  the  two  preceding  legal  afts  for  the  reduftion  of  it. 

Upon  this  reduftion.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  remarks,  as  he  alfo  did  in  treating  on  the  two  for^ 
4ner  reduftions : 

«*  I.  That  in  about  twenty  years  after  the  like  reduftion  by  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  1651, 
"  notwithftanding  the  long  civil  wars  and  the  great  complaints  of  the  deadnefs  of  trade,  there 
**  are  more  men  to  be  found  upon  the  exchange  now,"  (/.  e.  about  1688  ;  as  he  firft  publiflicd 
his  Brief  Obfervations  concernmg  Trade  and  Intereft  of  Money,  in  a  fmall  quarto  pamphlet, 
in  that  year  1688,  to  which  he  made  a  fhort  addition  in  the  fame  year :  fo,  by  degrees,  his 
judicious  writings  on  commerce  have  fwelled  to  a  reafonable  oftavo  book:}  "  worth  ten  thou- 
^*  fand  pounds  than  were  then  worth  one  thoufand  pounds. — And  that  five  ki^ndred  pounds 
**  fixty  years  before,  with  a  daughter,  was  efteemed  a  larger  portion  than  two  thoufand  pounds 
**  in  his  time. 

"  11.  That  gentlewomen,  in  thofe  days,  efteemed  themfelves  well  clothed  in  a  fcrge  gown, 
**  which  a  chambermaid  now  would  bcafhamed  to  be  fecn  in. — That,  befide  the  great  increafe 
^*  of  rich  clothes,  plate,  jewels,  and  houfhold  furniture,  there  were  one  hundred  coaches 
-^*  now,"  /•  e.  about  th-s  year  1688,  "  to  one  kept  formerly." 

All  which,  and  much  more,  he  folcly  afcribes  to  the  abatement  of  intereft,  which  he  calls 
'thtcaufa  caufans  of  all  the  other  caufes  of  the  riches  of  the  Dutch,  as  well  as  of  ourfclves,  in- 
creafed  to  fix  times  what  it  then  was.     "  Hereby  alfo,"  fays  he,  *'  wc  are  enabled  to  pay  a 

greater  tax  in  one  year  than  our  forefathers  could  in  twenty."     *'  I  can/'  fays  he,  **  fey- 
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1660  "  felf  remember  fince  there  were  not  \ifed  in  London  fo  many  wharfs  or  quays,  for  landing 
**  of  merchants  goods,  by  at  lead  one  third  part,  as  now  there  are  ;  and  thofe  that  were  tlien 
"  could  fcarce  have  employment  for  half  what  they  could  do. — Lands  in  the  country  now 
**  yield  twenty  years  purchafe,  which  would  not  then  have  yielded  above  eight  or  ten  at 
•*  moft*  The  fame  farms  or  lands  to  be  now  fold,  would  yield  treble,"  and  in  fome  cafes  fix 
times,  "the  money  they  were  fold  for  fifty  years  ago. — Ireland  has  alfo  been  vaftly  improved 
*•  in  its  lands,  fince  great  part  of  it  has  been  lately  pofleflcd  by  the  induflrious  Englifh,  wha 
**  were  foldiers  in  the  late  army."  In  brief,  he  lays  it  down  as  a  conftant  rule  to  judge  whe- 
ther any  country  be  rich  or  poor,  to  know  what  intereft  they  pay  for  money.  "  Near  home,'* 
continues  he,  "  we  fee  it  evidently,  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  where,  ten  and.  twelve  per  cent. 
•*  being  paid  for  intereft,"  (here  he  is  certainly  miflaken  as  to  Scotland,  whofe  Parliament, 
as  we  have  feen,  did,  in  the  year  1633,  reduce  their  national  intereft  from  ten  to  eight  per 
cent,  as  we  Ihall  foon  fee  them  further  reducing  it  to  fix  per  cent.)  **  the  people  arc  poor,  de- 
*'  fpicable,  ill-clothed,  and  their  houfes  worfe  provided ;  money  intolerably  fcarce,  notwith- 
•*  ftanding  their  great  plenty  of  all  provifions.  In  France,  where  money  is  at  feven  per  cent. 
•*  lands  yield  about  eighteen  years  purchafe.  In  Italy,  money  will  not  yield  above  three  per 
**  cent,  upon  real  fecurity ;  and  there  the  people  are  rich,  full  of  trade,  well  attired,  and  their 
"  lands  will  fell  at  thirty-five  to  forty  years  purchafe  :  and  that  it  is  fo,  or  better  with  them 
•'  in  Holland,  is  too  manifeft.  In  Turkey,  twenty  per  cent,  is  their  intereft,  which  makes 
*•  commerce  there  to  be  engrofled  by  a  few,  as  is  always  the  cafe  where  intereft  is  very  high,. 
**  and  was  the  cafe  in  England  in  Elizabeth's  and  James  the  Firft's  time,  when  intereft  was 
"  at  ten  per  cent.  In  Spain,  the  ufual  intereft  is  ten  and  twelve  per  cent,  and  there,  not- 
**^  Withflanding  they  have  the  only/^rade  in  the  world  for  gold  and  filver,  money  is  no  where 
*'  iriore  fcarce  ;  the  pcople.poor,  defpicable,  and  void  of  commerce,  other  than  what  the  Eng- 
**  lifh,  Dutch,  Italians,  Jews,  and  other  foreigners,  bring  to  them  ;  who  are  to  them,  in 
**  effeft,  as  leeches,  who  fuck  their  blood  and  vital  fpirits  from  them." 

This  author,  however,  feems  to  have  been  aware  of  a  very  ftrong  objeftion  againft  a  pre- 
cipitate reduftion  of  the  legal  intereft  of  money  in  a  nation,  without  duly  attending  to  what 
may  very  properly  be  termed  the  natural  intereft  of  money  in  fuch  a  nation,  /.  e.  at  what  in- 
•  tereft  moriey  may  generally  be  borrowed  on  good  fecurity  ;  fo  that  fuch  propofed  legal  reduc* 
tion  of  intereft  (hould  not  be  very  diffcient  from  the  faid  natural  intereft  of  money  at  fuch  re- 
fpcftive  time  propofed ;  wherefore  he  obferves,  **  that  the  matter  in  England  was,  at  that 
**  timej  prepared  for  an  abatement  of  the"  legal  **  intereft ;  for,"  fays  he,  "  the  Eaft  India 
**  Company  do  now  borrow,"  in  the  year  1688,  **  what  they  want  at  four  per  cent." 
.  Yet  notwithftanding  all  that  this  able  and  experienced  gentleman  has  faid  upon  this  favour- 
ite fubjeft  of  his,  it  feems  to  us,  that  he  has  not  fufficiently  confidered  another  point,  viz. 
that  low  intereft  for  money,  in  any  country,  is,  at  leaft,  as  much  the  efFeft  as  the  caufe  of 
wealth  and  commerce.  An  rncreafe  of  commerce  brings  an  increafe  of  wealth,  which  is  eVer 
attended  with  an  increafe  of  money,  and  fuch  increafe  of  money  will  naturally  and  ncceflarily 
produce  a  low  rate  of  intereft,  as  plenty  of  any  thing  whatever,  confequently  caufes  its  cheap- 
nefs.  A  wife  nation  may  indeed  facilitate  the  reduftion  of  its  legal  intereft,  by  good  and  pru- 
dent preparatory  regulations,  and  thereby  contribute  to  the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture:  but  fuch  reduftion  of  the  legal  intereft  is  to  be  done  with  great 
circumfpeftion,  and  ever  witli  a  due  regard  to  the  current  natural  intereft  of  money,  at  any 
fuch  propofed  time. 
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jl66o      In  this  fame  year  and  feffion  of  Parliament,  was  the  firft  legal  aft,  cap.  xviii.  pafled  for  tlic 

general  encouragement  and  cncreafc  of  fhipping  and  navigation,  "  Wherein,"  fays  its  prc- 
"  amble,  **  under  the  good  providence  and  protcftion  of  God,  the  wealth,  fafety,  and  ftrcngth 
**  of  this  kingdom  are  fo  much  concerned." 
The  principal  ena£ting  claufes  are, 
I^r  "  No  goods  or  commodities  whatfoever  Ihall  be  imported  into,  or  exported  from,  anv 
**  of  the  King's  lands,  iflands,  plantations,  or  territories,  in  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  in 
«*  any  other  than  Englifti,  Irifh,  or  plantation-built  fhips  ;  and  whereof  the  mafter,  and  at 
**  icaft  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  fhall  be  Englilhmen ;  under  forfeiture  of  fhips  and  goods. 

II.  "  None  but  natural  born  fubjefts,  or  naturalized,  fhall  henceforth  exercife  the  occupa- 
**  tion  of  a  merchant  or  faftor  in  thofe  places  ;  under  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chattels."    This 

'    claufe  is  a  good  improvement  on  the  Rump's  aft  of  navigation,  in  the  year  1651 ;  it  having 
been  before  common  to  have  Dutch  merchants  to  be  faftors  and  agents  in  our  colonies. 

III.  *'  No  goods  of  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  of  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  fhall 
•*  be  imported  into  England,  but  in  fuch  fhips  as  do  truly  belong  to  Englifh  people,. either 
**  here,  or  in  the  King's  lands  or  plantations  in  thofe  parts,  and  navigated  as  in  the  iirfl:  claufe 
**  above."  This  claufe  fecured  the  Eaft  India,  Guinea,  and  Levant  companies  from  forcio-n 
fhips,  as  well  as  it  did  our  American  colonies. 

IV.  **  No  goods  or  commodities  of  foreign  growth,  produftion,  or  fnanufafture,  which 
**  fhall  be  brought  into  England,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  or  Guernfey,  &c.  other  than  in  fhips  built 
*•  and  navigated  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  fhipped  from  any  other  place  but  the  place  of  their 
"  growth,  produflion,  or  manufafture,  or  from  thofe  ports  where  they  can  only  be,  or  ufu- 
«*  ally  have  been  brought ;  under  forfeiture  of  fhip  and  goods."  So  lately  as  about  the  year 
1755,  or  1756,  twelve  fhips  from  Apenrade,  in  Denmark,  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  this  claufe, 
by  bringing  timber  to  Liverpool,  not  of  the  growth  of  Denmark,  and  were  obliged  to  com- 
pound for  the  fame  ;  as  were  two  fhips  from  the  faid  town  of  Apenrade,  the  next  year,  for 
timber  brought  to  the  port  of  Leith.  So  neceflary  is  it  for  the  freighters  and  commanders  of 
trading  fliips  to  know  the  mercantile  laws  of  the  country  they  trade  to. 

V.  **  Such  falted  fifh,  train-oil,  and  whale-fins,  (as  have  been  ufually  caught,  &c.  by  the 
"  Englilh  or  Irifh)  not  caught,  cured,  &c.  by  Englifh  or  Irifh,  nor  imported  in  veflels  truly 
^*  Englifh,  and  navigated  as  above,  fhall  pay  double  aliens  cufloras." 

VI.  **  No  goods  nor  provifions  fhall  be  carried  coaft-wife,  from  one  Englifh  port  to  ano- 
**  ther,  in  veffels  whereof  any  flranger,  not  naturalized,  is  owner  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
<*  which  fliall  not  be  navigated  as  before. 

VII.  "  No  goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  Ruffia,  as  alfo  no  mafts,  timber,  or  boards,  foreign 
**  fait,  pitch,  tar,  rofin,  hemp,  flax,  raifins,  figs,  prunfes,  olive-oil,  corn,  fugar,  pot-afh,  wines, 
«*  vinegar,  and  fpirits,  fhall  be  imported  in  any  fhips,  but  fuch  whereof  the  true  owners  are 
"  Englifh,  and  navigated  as  aforefaid.  Nor  any  currants,  or  other  goods,  of  the  Turks  do- 
**  minions,  but  in  Englilh-built  fhips,  and  navigated  as  aforefaid.  Excepting  only  fuch  fo- 
**  reign  fhips  as  are  of  the  built  of  tliat  country  of  which  the  faid  goods  are  the  growth,  5cc.  or 
"  of  fuch  port  where  the  aforefaid  goods  can  only  be,  or  niofl  ufually  are,  firft  fhipped  for 
**  tranfportation ;  and  whereof  the  mafter,  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  at  leaft,  are  of 
**  the  faid  country  or  place. 

VIII.  "  To  prevent  the  colouring  or  concealing  of  aliens  goods,  all  the  foreign  goods  be- 
**  fore-named,  which  fhall  be  henceforth  imported  into  England^  in  fhips  not  belonging  to 
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J 660  **  England,  and  not  navigated  as  aforcfaid,  fhall  be  deemed  aliens  goods,  and  ihall  pay  all 
**  ftrangers  cuftoms  and  port  dues. 

IX.  *'  To  prevent  the  like  frauds  in  colouring  the  buying  of  foreign  fhips  : 

"  I.  No  foreign-built  (hip  (hall  enjoy  the  privileges  of  one  belonging  to  England,  till  firfl: 
**  the  owners  make  it  appear  that  they  are  not  aliens :  and, 

"  2,  They  fliall  fwear  that  they  gave  a  valuable  confideration  (to  be  then  fpecified)  for  fuch 
**  ftiip,  and  that  no  foreigner  has  any  ihare  therein.  Of  all  which  a  certificate  fhall  be  pro- 
**  duced,  and  a  rcgifter  kept." — Ever  fince  this  aft,  there  is  an  officer  eftabliflied  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  called  the  Surveyor  .of  the  Aft  of  Navigation,  who  keeps  the  regifter  of  all  Britifli- 
built  fhips,  &c. 

X.  "  This  aft  fhall  not  extend  to  merchandize  from  any  place  within  the  Straits  of  Gibral- 
"  tar,  if  it  be  brought  from  the  ufual  ports  there,  though  not  from  the  place  of  its  growth, 
*'  produftion,  or  manufafturc;  (this  claufe  has  a  fpecial  rcfpeft  to  goods  brought  from  Tur- 
key, though  the  produft,  &c.  of  Perfia  and  Arabia,  8cc.)  "  fo  as  the  fhip  and  crew  be  quali- 
^*  fied  as  above.  The  like  as  to  all  Eaft  India  commodities,  brought  from  any  place  eaft  of 
^*  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Moreover,  Englifh  fhips,  navigated  as  above,  may  import  from 
**  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Canaries,  Azores,  and  Madeira,  all  forts  of  goods  of  the  plantations 
**  Spain  or  Portugal. 

XI.  **  Bullion,  prize-goods,  corn,  and  fait,"  (and  fifli  from  Scotland,  in  Scotifh-built 
fhips,  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  the  King's  fubjefts)  **  are  excepted  out  of  this  aft; 
**  and  feal-oil  from  Ruffia,  in  Englifh  fhips,  and  thrce-fourtiis  Englifh  mariners. 

XIL  ^  French -fhips,  in  our  ports,  fhall  pay  five  fhillings  per  ton,  fo  long  as  Englifh  fhips 
**  in  French  ports  pay  fifty  fols  per  ton." 

The  Dutch  were  exempted  from  this  impofition  of  fifty  fols  per  ton,  by  the  treaty  of  Ryf* 
wick,  much  to  the  damage  of  France,  fays  the  French  Council  of  Trade,  in  their  report,  ia 
the  year  1701  ;  fince  that  duty,  which  before  had  produced  from  fix  to  feven  hundred  thou- 
sand livres,  now  (i.  e.  in  the  fame  year)  yields  but  one  hundred  thoufand. 

XIII.  "  No  fugar,  tobacco,  cotton-wool,  indigo,  ginger,  fuflic,  and  other  dying  woods,  of 
**  the  growth  or  manufafture  of  our  Afian,  African,  or  American  colonies,  fhall  be  fhipped 
**  from  the  faid  colonies  to  any  place  but  to  England,  Ireland,"  (This  laft  country  is  left  out 
in  all  fubfequent  afts,  and  exprefsly  excepted  by  cap.  xxvi.  of  the  twenty-fecond  and  twenty- 
third  of  the  faid  King)  **  or  to  fome  other  of  his  Majefly's  faid  plantations,  there  to  be  landed  ; 
**  under  forfeiture  as  before*  And  to  make  effeftual  this  lafl -named  claufe,  for  the  folc  bene- 
**  fit  ofour  own  navigation  and  people,  the  owners  of  the  fhips  fliall  give  bonds,  at  their  fet- 
**  ting  out,  for  the  due  performance  thereof." — Confirmed  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,,  chap.  vii. 

Thefc  were  called  enumerated  commodities  ;  and  by  the  afts  of  the  fifteenth,  twenty-fecond, 
and  twenty-third  of  this  reign,  (the  firfl,  for  the  encouraging  of  trade;  and  thcotliers,  for  the 
preventing  the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England,  and  for  regulating  the  plantation-trade)  the 
enumerated  commodities,  in  the  firfl  aft,  were  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be  carried  to  Ireland, 
.till  firfl  landed  in  England. 

By  the  third  and  fourth  of  Queen  Anne,  rice  and  molafles  are  made  enumerated  commodi- 
ties ;  but  by  the  third  of  King  George  the  Second,  rice  is  again  rendered  unenumerated. — By 
the  eighth  of  King  George  the  Firfl,  for  encouraging  the  filk  manufafture,  beaver,  and  other 
peltry  of  America,  are  made  enumerated.     And  by  the  fecond  of  Kin^  George  tlie  Second, 
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1660  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  mails,  yards,  and  bowfprits,  from  our  plantation Sy  are  alfo  made  enume- 
rated commodities ;  and  all  other  plantation  goods  are  called  unenumerated.  And  by  the 
eighth  of  George  the  Firft,  cap.  xviil.  copper  ore  of  the  plantations  was  made  arf  enumerated 
commodity  ;  that  is,  fuch  a  one  muft  be  firft  landed  in  England,  before  it  can  be  landed  in 
foreign  parts. 

Thefe  enumerated  commodities  will,  probably,  be  hereafter  found  neceflary  to  be  altered, 
with  the  unforefeen  changes  neceflarily  happening  in  our  American  and  European  commerce. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  this  very  long  aft,  fo  neceflary  to  be  inferted  in  this  work,  as  oeing. 
perhaps  the  moft  important  ftatutc,  in  behalf  of  commerce,  that  ever  was-  enafted  in  this,  or, 
poflibly,  in  any  other  nation.  Indeed,  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  bis  Difcourfe  on  Trade,  was  fo 
entirely  of  this  opinion,  that  he  thinks  it  dcferves  to  be  called  our  Charta  Maritima. 

There  wanted  not,  however,  authors,  who,  at  firft,  as  in  a  former  one,  enafted  by  the  Rump, 
found  fault  with  it ;  affirming,  that  it  would  be  deftruftive  to  our  commerce,  &c.  In  Roger 
Coke's  Difcourfe  of  Trade,  publiflied  even  fo  late  as  1670,  he  aflerts,  "  That  in  two  years 
*'  after  the  Navigation  Aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year  1651,  the  building  of  fliips 
'*  in  England  became  one-third  dearer  than  before,"  (at  which  none  but  fuch  a  head  as  his 
would  have  wondered)  "  and  that  feamens  wages  became  fo  exceffive  dear,  that  we  have 
"  wholly  loft  the  Mufcovy  and  Greenland  trades,  whereby  we  gave  the  Dutch,  and  other  na- 
**  tions,  the  power  of  driving  the  trade  of  the  world."  Yet,  on  the  contrary,  we,  by  this 
Navigation  Aft,  have  gradually  obtained  a  \aft  increafe  of  fhipping  and  mariners :  for,  by  pa- 
tience and  fteadinefs,  we  have,  in  length  of  time,  obtained  tlie  two  great  ends  of  this  ever- 
famous  aft,  viz. 

I.  The  bringing  our  own  people  to  build  fhips  for  carrying  on  fuch  an  extenfive  commerce 
as  they  had  not  before.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  was  of  opinion,  **  That,  without  this  aft,  we  had 
"  not  now,"  (/.  e.  in  1668)  **  been  owners  of  one  lialf  of  the  (hipping  nor  trade,  nor  fhould 
•'  have  employed  one  half  of  the  feamen  we  do  at  prefent."  So  vaft  an  alteration  had  this  aft:, 
brought  about  in  a  few  years  :  fo  that  we  are  at  length  become,  in  a  great  meafure,  what  the 
Dutch  once  were,  that  is,-  the  great  carriers  of  Europe,  more  efpecially  within  the  Mediter- 
ranean fea. 

II.  By  this  aft  we  have  abfolutely  excluded  all  other  nations  from  any  direft  trade  or  cor- 
refpondence  with  our  American  plantations ;  and,  were  it  not  for  this  aft,  fays  our  before- 
quoted  able  author,  we  Ihould  fee  forty  Dutch  (liips  at  our  own  plantations,  for  one  of  Eng- 
land^— That,  before  the  pafling  of  this  aft,  and  whilft  our  American  colonies  were  but  in  tlieir 
infancy,  the  fhips  of  other  European  nations,  more  efpecially  of  the  Dutch,  reforted  to  our 
plantations  both  to  lade  and  unlade;  and  their  merchants,  and  faftors  neftled  tbemfelves^ 
amongft  our  people  there,  which  utterly  fruftrated  the  original  intent  of  our  plating,  thofe 
colonies,  viz.  to  be  a  benefit  to  their  mother-country,  to  which  they  owed  their  being  and 
proteftion.  It  could  not  therefore  be  thought  ftrange,  that  when  our  planters  were  become 
able  to  ftand  on  their  own  legs,  and  to  fupply  confiderabic  (quantities  of  materials  for  exporta- 
tion, as  was  now  the  cafe  of  Virginia  for  tobacco,  and  of  Barbadoes  for  fugar,  ginger,  cot- 
ton, &c.  our  Icgiflature  thought  it  high  time  to  fecure  tOxOurfclves  alone,  thofe  increafing  be- 
nefits which  had  been  produced  at  our  fole  charge  and  trouble.  And,  in  this  refpeft,  Spain, 
had  long  before  fet  us  a  juft  and  laudable  example,  fince  followed  by  the  other  principal  Eu- 
roj>€an  nations  who  have  made  fettlemcnts  in  America. 
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1660  We  may  here  alfo  obferve,  that,  till  this  aft  took  place,  the  Dutch,  in  a  manner,  cngrof- 
fed  the  whole  trade  to  Sweden  j  whereas,  by  this  regulation,  our  Englifh  fliips  have  fince  got  a 
fliare  of  the  trade  thither. 

Such  imtnenfe  benefits,  obtained  by  this  aft,  may  well  be  our  juftification  for  enlarging  fo 
much  on  it;  fince  the  hiftory  of  our  commerce  muft  have  been  left  very  imperfeft,  without 
duly  illuftrating  what  has  been  one  great  means  of  increafing  both  our  commerce  and  naval 
power, 

Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  part  i.  chap.  22.  treating  of  the  expedi- 
ence of  Holland's  eafing  its  own,  and  charging  foreign  manufaftures  with  duties,  obferves. 
That  in  this  fame  year  1660,  the  Englifh  fettled  their  rates  of  cuftoms  and  convoy-money 
fo  well,  to  favour  their  own  people  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  burthen  all  foreign  mailers 
of  fhips  and  merchants,"  (he  meant  by  this  the  Navigation  Aft)  **  that  it  is  to  be  feared  the 
Englifli  merchants  may  in  time  bereave  the  Dutch  of  much  of  their  trade.'*  Than  which 
there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  approbation  or  commendation  of  our  navigation  laws. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  years  1645  and  1656,  that  wards,  liveries,  and  tenures  in  caplte^ 
and  by  knights  fervice,  were  aboliftied  by  the  Long  Parliament,  and  alfo  by  the  Rump.  And 
the  people  of  England  having  enjoyed  the  benefits  thereof  for  fifteen  years  pall,  it  could  not 
but  be  very  acceptable  to  them  to  have  it  legally  confirmed,  at  the  refloratron  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  in  the  year  1660,  and  the  twelfth  of  his  reign,  cap.  24.  the  preamble  to  which 
will  fhew  what  opinion  the  Parliament  had  of  thofe  old  ilavifh  dependencies  of  the  people  on 
the  crown,  and  on  the  great  lords,  viz. 

**  Whereas  it  hath  been  found,  by  former  experience,  that  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries, 

*'  and  of  tenures  by  knights  fervice,  either  of  the  King  or  others,  or  by  knights  fervice  in  ca^ 

ptte^  or  foccage  tn  capite  of  the  King ;  and  the  confequents  upon  the  fame  have  been  much 

more  burdenfome,  grievous,  and  prejudicial  to  the  kingdom,  than  they  have  been  benefi- 

*'  cial  to  the  King.     And  whereas,  fince  the  intermiflion  of  the  faid  court,  in  the  year  1645, 

**  many  perfons  have,  by  will,  and  otherwife,  made  difpofal  of  their  lands  held  by  knights 

^*  fervice,  whereupon  diverfc  queflions  might  poflibly  arife,  unlefs  fome  feafonablc  remedy 

*•  be  taken,  to  prevent  the  fame  : — Be  it  therefore  enafted, — That  the  court  of  wards  and  live- 

^*  ries,  and  all  wardships  and  liveries,  premier -feizinsy  and  alfo  voyages-royal  and  cujlre-lcs^ 

•*  mains  J  values  and  forfeitures  of  marriages,  by  reafon  of  any  tenure  of  the  King's  Majefty, 

**  or  of  any  other  knights  fervice,  fines  for  alienations,  cfcuage,  tenures  by  homage ;  and  alfo 

aides  pur  file-mariery  and  pur  fair e  fitz-chevaliery  be  taken  away  and  difcharged.    And  that  all 

tenures  before-mentioned  be  utterly  abolifhed ;  and  all  tenures  of  any  honours,  manors, 

lands,  or  any  eftate  of  inheritance  at  the  common  law,  held  either  of  the  King,  or  of  any 

other  perfon,  be  hereby  turned  into  free  and  common  foccage,  from  that  time  for  ever."— e 

By  this  aft  alfo,  "  Purveyance  of  provifions,  &c.  for  the  King's  houfhold,  was  taken  away, 

**  fo  as  no  money  or  other  things  fhall  be  taken,  impofed,  or  levied,  for  any  provifion,    car- 

"  riagcs,  or  purveyance  for  the  crown.     Nor  (hall  the  fubjefts  timber,   fjuel,   corn,  cattle, 

**  hay,  ftraw,  viftual,  carts,  carriage-horfes,  &c.  be  taken  away  without  iheir  free  and  full 

confent.     Neither  ihall  the  rrown  hereafter  have  any  pre-emption,  in  market  or  out  of 

market  \  but  the  fubjefts  Ihall  freely  buy  and  fell  how,  and  to  whom  they  picafe,  under 

proper  penalties  and  ibrfeitures." 

This  famous  law,  which  took  away  all  fervile  tenures  and  dependencies,  cilhcr  on  the  King, 
,pr  on  the  great  lords;  and  alfo,  for  the  future,  abfolutely  prevented  the  arbitrary  treatment 
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«66o  of  tltt people  by  the  King's  officers,  under  pretence  of  purveying  or  providing  for  his  table, 
.  journies,  &c.  was,  at  that  time,  in  fome  degree,  looked  on  as  a  fecond  Magna  Charta  for 
the  people  of  England.  It  was  therefore  judged  but  reafonable,  that  the  crown,  which  had 
hereby  loft  many  emoluments,  and  much  power  and  influence,  ihould  be  recompenfed  fome 
other  way  :  by  this  fame  a£t  therefore,  ^'  the  duties  of  excife  on  malt  liquors,  cyder,  perry, 
^'  mead,  fpirits  or  ftrong  waters,  co&e,  tea,  fherbet,  and  chocolate,  were  fettled  on  him  du* 
**  ring  his  life,  by  way  of  additional  revenue  to  the  tonnage  and  poundage  ad:  already  recited," 

tt^  This  is  the  firft  time  we  meet  with  the  public  mention  of  tea  and  chocolate,  or  of  coffee, 
in  the  Statute«book. 

In  this  fame  year  1660,  an  aft  of  Partiament,  cap^  xxxii,  again  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
live  Iheep,  wool,  woollen-yarn,  and  fullers-earth,  of  the  produce  of  England  and  Ireland ; 
\ipon  the  fbrftiture  thereof,  and  of  the  fliips  carrying  them,  and  alfo  of  the  penalty  of  twenty 
ihillings  for  every  fboep,  and  three  (hillings  for  every  pound  of  wool ;  and  alfo  three  montlis 
imprifonment  for  the  mafter  of  fuch  Ibip. 

A  claufe  was,  however,  added  in  behalf  of  the  iiles  of  Jeriey  and  Guernfey,  Alderney  and 
Sark,  by  granting  them  Itoence,  annually  to  export  thither  three  thoufand  three  hundred  tods  of 
uncombed  wool,  eadh  tod  not  exceeding  tliirty-two  pounds :  which  licence,  it  is  faid,  gave  birth 
to  the  great  ftocking-tiade  of  thofe  ifles,  and  thereby  funk  tlie  ftocking-manufafture  of  Somer- 
fetlhire,  and  fome  other  parts  of  England.  This  was  the  firft  legal  a{t  for  the  exprefs  and 
general  prebibition  of  the  exportaition  of  wool  by  Englifli  fubjefts. 

Several  additions  and  penalties  have  iince  been  ena&ed  for  corroboration  thereof;  yet 
fuch  is  the  force  of  the  temptation  to  gain,  that,  to  this  day,  the  complaints  of  the  exporta- 
tion of  wool  to  France  and  Holland  are  as  loud  as  ever,*  and  although  numberlefs  fchemes  and 
propofals  for  new  laws  and  penalties,  have  fo  often  been  offered  to  Che  public,  yet  none  of 
them  have  been  lutherto  judged  prafticable  in  every  refpeA» 

Some  authors  tell  us,  that,  in  this  year,  the  Dutch  £»ft  India  Company  divided  fixty 
per  cent,  an  their  capital  ftock  to  the  proprietors,  yet  others  fay  but  forty  per  cent.  Thefe 
large  dividends  were  fometimes  made  in  India  fpices,  efpecially  at  fuch  times  as  that  company's 
Ihips  imported  a  greater  quantity  thereof  tban  ufual. 

In  this  fame  memorable  year»  we  have  the  firft  legal  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xxxiv.  againft 

the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  qr  Ireland :  and  which  firft  takes  notice,    **  of  the  great 

*^  concern  and  importance  of  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  England  in  America ;  and  that 

^*  all  due  and  poilible  encouragement  fhould  be  given  to  them ;  not  only  as  great  dominions 

**  have  thereby  been  added  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  but  alfo,  that  the  ftrength  and 

**  welfare  of  the  kingdom  very  much  depend  on  ihem,  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  con« 

••  iiderable  part  of  its  ihipping  and  feamen,  and  of  die  vent  of  very  great  quantities  of  its  na- 

•*  tive  commodities  and  manufaftures;  as  alfo  of  their  fupplying  us  with  feveral  commodities 

^«  formerly  fumiflied  us  by  foreigners.    And  forafmuch  as  tobacco  is  one  of  the  main  pro- 

^^  dufts  of  feveral  of  thofe  plantations,  it  is  hereby  prohibited  to  be  planted  in  England  or 

***  Ireland  ;  as  depriving  the  King  of  a  confiderable  part  of  his  revenue  by  cuftoms.     Beiides 

^*  that,  tobacco  of  our  own  growth  is,  by  experience,  found  not  to  be  fo  wholfome  as  our  ' 

••*  plantation  tobacco." 

The  firft  Earl  of  Clarendon,  (Lord  Chancellor)  in  his  own  defence,  upon  his  impeach- 
oieot  in  Parliament,  obierved,  **  That  foon  after  King  Charles's  reftoration,  he  ufed  all  the 
^  endeavours  he  could,  for  preparing  and  difpofing  his  Majefty  to  have  a  great  eileem  of  his 
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1660  ^^  plantations,  and  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  them :  and  that  be  was  confirmed  in  Wm 
••  laid  opinion  and  defirc,  as  foon  as  he  had  a  view  of  the  entries  at  tlie  cuftom-houfe,  by 
**  which  he  found  what  a  great  revenue  accrued  to  the  King  from  thofe  plantations  :  info-^ 
**  much,  that  the  receipts  from  thence  had,  upon  the  matter,  repaired  the  decreafe  of  tlie  cuf-» 
"  toms,  which  the  late  troubles  had  brought  upon  otlicr  parts  of  trade/* 

As  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  publiftied  in  the  year  1683^ 
part  iii,  p.  259,  obferves,  that  afparagus,  artichokes,  oranges,  and  lemons,  were  then  but  of  a 
late  date  in  England ;  we  imagine  they  may  have  been  firft  produced  with  us  about  or  near  the 
time  of  the  reftoration  ;  and,  probably,  the  colliflower  was  rather  fomewhat,  though  very  lit- 
tie,  later  than  this  time  ;  as  were  alfo  various  kinds  of.beans,  peas,  and  falads,  now  in  com- 
mon ufe. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  rates  of  the  poft-oiBce,  for  England  and  Ireland,  were  legally  cftab-- 
lifhed  by  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xxxv.  in  the  twelfth  of  Chailes  II.  much  the  fame  as-  in  the 
year  1653,  Letters  of  one  flicct,  to  any  place  not  exceeding  eighty  miles,  to  be  charged  but 
two-pence;  and  for  one  of  two  fticets,  four-pence;  and  proportionably  fov  larger  packets,  at 
the  rate  of  eight-pence  per  ounce  :  and  for  one  flieet  above  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles,,  three- 
pence, and  two  flieets,  fix-pence ;  and  proportionably  twelve-pence  per  ounce.  Alfo  one  fhcet 
from  London  to  Berwick,  three-pence  ;  two  fheets,  ilx-pence  ;  and  one  fliilling  and  fix-pence 
per  ounce.  From  Berwick  to  forty  mihs  diilance,  two-pence  ;  and  for  two  fheets^  four- 
pence  ;  and  per  ounce,  eight-pence.  And  from.  Berwick  farther  than  forty  miles,  a  fingle  let- 
ter four-pence  ;  and  a  double  letter,  ortwo  flieets,  eight-pence ;  and  one  ihilling  per  ounce.— 
From  any  part  of  England  to  Dublin,  one  flieet,  fix -pence  ;  and  two  flieets,  one  fliilling  ; 
and  two  fliillings  per  ounce.  From  Dublin  to  any  part  of  Ireland,  forty  miles  diftant,  two- 
pence ;  and  two  flieets,  four-pence  ;  and  eight-pence  per  ounce  ;  and  double  for  a-greater  dif- 
tance.  The  foreign  letters  we  omit,  for  brevity's  fake,  as  they  are  in  every  counting-houfc. 
This  revenue  was  found  to  bring  in  twenty-one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  when  it  and 
I  the  wine  liccnfes  were  fettled,  in  tlie  year  1663,  on  the  Duke  of  York.     AJI  the  foregoing 

afts  of  Parliament  being  made  without  the  bifliop^,  and  tliat  Parliament  being  diflblved  on  the 
*    twentieth  of  December,  1660,  the  next  Parliament,  in  the  tliirtecnth  year  of  King  Charles 
f  the  Second,  cap.  xiv.  thought  fit  to  re-enaft  all  the  faid  afts. . 

Till  King  William  the  Third's  reign,  there  was  no  aft  of  Parliament  in  Scotland  concern- 
ing polls,  though  it  is  certain  they  had  pofts  long  before.     By  a  refolution  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  1735,  and  agreed 'to  by 
the  faid  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  appears,,  that  Members  of  Parliament  franking  their  letters,, 
was  coeval  with  this  eftablifliment,  via..  > 

*<  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliiscommittee,  that  the  privilege  of  franking^  letters - 
<<  by  the  knigbts,.  citizens^  and  burgjeiles,  chofen  to  reprefcnt  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
**  began  with  the  excfting  a  poft-oifice  within  this  kingdom,  by  aft  of  Parliament. — And  that 
u  **  all  letters,  not. exceeding  two  ounces,  figned  by,  or  direfted  to,  any  Member  of  thiS'Houfe, . 

*'  during  the  fitting  of  every  fefllon  of  Parliament,  and  forty  days  before,  and  forty  days  after, 
**  every  fummons  or  prorogation,  ought  to  be. carried  and  delivered  freely  from  all  parts  of. 
**  Great  Britiin  and  Ireland,  without  any  charge  of  poftage." 

It  was  not  till  after  King  Charles  the  Second's  reftoration,  that  the  French  began  fit-ft  to  in- 
yade  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  till  then  folcly  pofleflcd  by  England.  They  foon  fettled 
aa  the  fouthcrn  coafl;  of  ity  by  the  aid  they  had  from  their  colony  in  Canada,  and  ikongly 
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1660  fortified  themfclvcs  at  Placcntia ;  where  they  continued  to  encroach  on  the  Englifti  in  tl>e 
wars  of  Khig  William  and  Queen  Anne  :  the  various  hiftorical  events  whereof,  relating  to 
this  ilhnd,  would  be  too  tedious,  and  little  to  our  purpofc  ;  fince,  as  we  (hall  feei  it  was  en- 
tirely reftored  to  England  in  the  year  17 13. 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  a  vaft  profit  accruing  to  the  public  from  the  Newfoundland  fiflicry, 
chiefly  carried  on  from  the  weftern  ports  of  the  kingdom.  It  breeds  great  numbers  of  excel- 
lent feamen  :  it  keeps  up  a  great  number  of  Ihipping ;  it  employs  many  various  trades  ;  it  per- 
haps gains  us  almoft  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  increafe  to  the  national  flock 
oftreafure,  from  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy,  to  which  countries  moft  of  the  fifli  is  carried, 
what  is  (hipped  for  Britain  and  Ireland  being  but  inconfiderable,  when  compared  with  what  is 
fent  to  thofe  countries  :  and  fome  alfo  is  fcnt  to  the  fugar  iflands.  Computations  hav^  beea 
made,  that  a  (hip  of  one  hundred  tons  ufually  carries  to  market  as  much  fifli  as  yields  three 
thoufand  pounds,  of  which  two  thoufand  pounds  is  faid  to  be  clear  gain  ;  which  fhews,  that 
the  filhcry  is  of  all  trades  the  moft  profitable.  There  were  ufuajly  two  different  ways  of  con- 
>du£ting  that  trade,  viz. 

FirfV,  Such  as  viftual  and  man  their  fliips  from  Poole,  Dartmouth,  and  Biddcford,  and 
t)ther  welVern  ports,  and  rcfojt  early  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  to  fifli  on  their  own  pro- 
per account :— Or, 

Secondly,  Thofe  who  fail  direftly  to  the  land,  and  purchafe  tlM)fe  cargoes  of  the  fifliers  ; 
or  elfe  of  the  inhabitants  from  their  flages.  The  banks  are  vaft  fhoals  of  fand-hills,  lying  on 
the  ocean,  on  which  the  cod  delight  to  be  in  infinite  numbers.  Train-oil  is  drawn  from  their 
livers  in  confiderabie  quantities.  On  thofe  banks,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland,  ofF 
the  harbours  in  floops,  there  have  been  fecn  fix  or  fevcn  hundred  fhips,  of  different  nations, 
filhing  at  the  fame  time* 

In  this  fame  year  1660,  Sit  Thomas  Modyford,  an  eminent  planter  in  the  ifland  of  Barba- 
^oes,  having  acquired  a  vaft  fortune  there,  chofe  to  remove  from  thence,  and  fettle  In  Ja- 
maica, where  he  inftni&ed  the  young  Englifh  planters  to  cultivate  the  fugar-cane ;  for  which, 
and  his  other  great  improvements,  he  was  afterwards  appointed  governor  of  the  faid  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  and  fo  continued  from  1663,  to  1669. 

About  this  time,  the  Hollanders  attempted  the  conqueft  of  Goa,  the  chief  fettlement  of  the 
Portuguefe  in  Eaft  India ;  but  it  being  then  probably  in  a  better  condition  than  it  has  fince 
been,  they  were  not  able  to  take  it,  although  they  blocked  up  the  bar  of  that  city  for  twelve 
years  together. 

Goa  was  ftill  a  magnificent  city,  full  of  churches  and  monafteries ;  fome  accounts  fay,  to 
the  number  of  eighty ;  and  that  its  difh-i6t  extended  forty  miles  along  the  coaft,  and  fifteen 
miles  within  land.  That  there  were  then  about  thirty  thoufand  perfons  in  its  diftrift,  wh© 
lived  by  the  church ;  being  equal  in  number  to  the  laity  tlierc,  (a  moft  wife  nation,  furely  !) 
T>efidc  fifty  thoufand  native  Indians.  Yet  it  is  no  wonder  that  moft  of  the  laity  are  defcribed 
to  be  poor,  fince  the  clergy  fwallow  up  the  bulk  of  its  riches.  Goa  is,  in  our  time,  much 
decayed ;  occafioned  chiefly  indeed  by  Portugal's  having  loft  moft  of  its  fettlements  and  fafto- 
ries  in  India  :  yet  it  was  defcribed,  fome  years  ago,  to  have  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand 
people,  of  all  forts,  under  the  Portuguefe  dominion,  in  the  ifles  of  Goa,  South  Salfct,  and 
Bardes ;  whither  three  or  four  large  vclfcls  went  yearly  from  Portugal,  but  iiow  probably  not 
{6  many. 
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1660  We  may  here  take  notice,  that  in  this  fame  year,  an  ad  of  Padiaaient  palled,  though  here 
fomewhat  out  of  its  place,  cap.  xxii.  in  favour  of  the  Dutch  or  Flemings  at  Colchefter,  who 
had  firft  brought  into  England,  in  Queen  Elizabeth^s  time,  the  manufa£ture  of  bayes. 

"  Hereby,  the  governor  of  the  Dutch  Baye-hall  in  that  town,  and  the  Dutch  people  be- 

'^  longing  to  that  community,  were  confirmed  in  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  they 

^'  had  at  any  preceding  time  enjoyed,  for  the  well  governing  of  their  laid  trade. — And  all 

**  bayes  made  in  that  town,  were  hereby  dire£ked  to  be  firft  carried  to  their  Row-hall)  to  be 

'    •*  fearched  and  ftamped,  before  they  be  fold."  \ 

Wlieat,  per  quarter,  two  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  fix-pence.— -Chronicon  Preciofum. 

In  this  twelfth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  both  his  gold  and  filver  money  were  coined 
into  the  fame  pieces  as  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  fatlier,  (fee  the  year  1626)  and  was  all  ham- 
mered till  1663,  when  milled  money  was  coined. 

In  this  very  remarkable  year,  1660^  was  the  Royal  Sochty  tf  London  firft  formed  and  incor- 
porated, by  King  Charles  the  Second;  of  which  the  author  of  this  work  does  not  prcfume  to 
give  the  complete  and  perfcA  character  and  eulogium.  It  is  fufEcient  for  his  purpofe  only  to 
remark,  that  its  improvements  in  aftronomy  and  geography,  are  alone  fufficient  to  exalt  its 
reputation,  and  to  demonftrate  its  great  utility  even  to  the  mercantile  world,  without  infifting 
on  its  many  and  great  improvements  in  other  arts  and  fctences,  fome  of  which  have  alfo  a  re- 
lation to  commerce,  navigation,  manufactures,  mines,  agriculture,  &c. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  vol.  ii.  obferves,  ^*  That  to  this  illuftrious 
^<  fociety  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  late  difcoveries  relating  to  light, — the  principle  of  gra- 
^'  vitation, — the  motion  of  the  fixed  ftars, — the  geometry  of  tranfccndant  qualities, --and  an 
^*  hundred  other  difcoveries,  which,  in  thisTefpeft,  might  juftly  denomins^e  the  age  we  fpeak 
•*  of  to  be  the  Age  of  the  Englilh,  as  well  as  the  Age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteentli.*' 

In  1666^  the  great  Colbert,  emulous  of  this  glory  to  England,  brought  King  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth  of  France,  at  the  requeft  alfo  of  feveral  other  men  of  learning,  to  eftablilh  die  French 
.  Academy  of  Sciences^  which,  in  1669^  became  an  incorporated  body,  like  ours  of  London ;  as 
feveral  others  have  fince  been  in  other  countries  of  Europe. 

So  greatly  was  the  commerce,  and,  confequently,  the  wealth  of  England  increafed  by  this^ 
time,  that  feveral  political  writers  (and  particularly  the  anonymous  author  of  the  Happy  Fu- 
ture State  of  England,  thought  by  feme  to  be  the  then  Earl  of  Anglefey,.  publiflied  in  folio, 
in  the  year  1689,  and  often  before  quoted)  are  of  opinion,  that' the  revenue  of  England,  at  the 
^reftoration,  was  quintuple  of  what  it  was  at  the  reformation  from  Popery,^  in  King  Henry  the 
Eighth's  time.  This,  we  apprdiend,  may  be  probable  enough  ;  yet  no  author,  that  we  know 
of,  has  clearly  made  it  out  to  be  precifely  fuch  a  proportion  of  increafe  ;  and  therefore  we  (hall 
leave  it  as  we  found  it,  rather  than  miflead  our  readers  by  pofitive  afiertions,  void  of  abfolute 
proof,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  come  at. 

Whilft  the  Eaft  India  trade  from  Engfamd  remsuned,  in  a  manner,  free  and  open,  viz.  from 
1653  to  1657,  an  incident  in  Eaft  India  had  well  nigh  made  an  open  breach  between  our  two 
Houfcs  of  Parliament,  after  the  reftoration,  and  made  a  great  buftle  for  fome  years. 

In  the  faid  year  1657,  Thomas  Skinner,  a  merchant,  had  fitted  out  a  flnp  for  India,  whero 
he  arrived  in  1658.  At  the  fame  time,  the  then  Eaft  India  Company  had  a  new  charter  from 
Cromwell,  and  their  agents  feized  on  his  Ihip  and  merchandize,  and  on  his  houfe  and  Ifland 
of  Barella,  which  he  bad  bought  of  the  King  of  Jamby.  Thofe  agents  even  denied  him  a 
pafiage  home ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  journey  over  land  from  India  to  Europe.    His  cafe, 

and 
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1660  and  theMearned  law  debates  about  h,  take  up  an  entire  odavo  book :  but  though  formerly  it 
•  bore  a  great  price,  it  is  now  of  little  value.     For  fevcral  years  after  the  reftoration,  Skinner 
made  lamentable  complaints  to  the  King,  wiio  at  length  recommended  his  cafe  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Council,  and  next  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  whom  alfo  Skinner  petitioned  for  redrefs. 
The  Peers  dire£ted  the  Eail  India  Company  to  anfwer,  who  pleaded  their  excluiive  privileges  and 
trade  in  and  to  India,  and  alfo  demurred  to  the  Lords  jurifdi£tion,  as  not  coming  to  them  re- 
'    gularly,  by  appeal  from  an  inferior  court. — The  Lords  over-rule  this  plea,  and,  in  1666,  appoint 
Skinner's  cafe  to  be  pleaded  at  their  bar ;  yet  the  Company  found  means  to  get  it  poftponed  to 
the  year  ^67,  when  they  again  demur  as  before,  and  at  the  fame  time  petition  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  they  alleged  to  be  contrary* 
to  law.     The  Lords  hereupon  were  greatly  inflamed,  and  finally  gave  Skinner  five  thoufand 
pounds  damages,  to  be  paid  by  the  Eaft  India  Company.     This  inflamed  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who  hereupon  not  only  pafs  fome  very  warm  votes  againft  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but 
fend  poor  Skinner  prifoncr  to  the  Tower.     The  Lords  are  thereby  farther  inflamed,  and  vote 
the  Company's  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  falfe  and  fcandalous.    Hereupon  the 
Commons  refolve,  **  that  whoever  fhould  execute  the  fentence  of  the  Lords,  in  favour  of 
*^  Skinner,  fhould  be  deemed  a  betrayer  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
**  land,  and  an  infringer  of  the  privileges  of  their  Houfe."    Thofe  violent  heats  obliged  the 
King  to  adjourn  the  Parliament  feven  times,  and  the  quarrel  reviving  in  the  fef&on  of  167O9 
the  King  called  both  Houfes  to  Whitehall,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  erafe  all  the  votds,  &c. 
of  both  Houfes  on  this  fubjeft.     Thus  it  ended,  after  many  elaborate  difquiiitions  on  the  ju- 
rifdi£tion  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament :  nor  does  it  clearly  appear,  that  Skinner  ever  had 
any  redrefs  at  all. 

^  Vide  the  Grand  Queflion  concerning  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  ibted  and 
tirgued :  in  the  Cafe  of  Thomas  Skinner.  Odavo :  two  hundred  and  nineteen  pages.  Lon- 
don 1669. 
%66i  *  In  the  year  1661,  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  this  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  a 
new  or  fupplementary  charter  to  the  Englifh  Levant  or  Turkey  Company.  Whereby,  after 
ratifying  and  confirming  that  Company's  firfl  charter,  granted,  in  the  year  1605,  it  is  direct- 
ed, **  that  no  perfon  refiding  within  twenty  miles  of  London,  excepting  noblemen  and  gen- 
**  tiemen  of  quality,  ihall  be  admitted  into  the  fireedom  of  the  faid  Company,  unlefs  flrft  made 
•*  free  of  the  city  of  London.**  So  hereby  all  perfons  who  from  thenceforth  defircd  to  trade 
to  Turkey,  and  were  not  free  of  the  city  of  London,  were  put  to  a  confiderablc  additional  ex- 
pence  in  taking  up  the  faid  freedom,  which  has  been  fince  frequently  found  fault  with. 

After  the  refloration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  being 
fuppofed,  notwithflanding  the  diforders  in  it  of  late  years,  ftill  to  exift,  as  eflabliflied  by 
Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James,  and  King  Charles  the  Firft,  obtained  of  that  Prince  a  new 
and  exclufive  charter,  dated  the  tliird  of  April,  1661,  by  the  old  name  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Merchants  of  London,  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  *'  It  was  to  coniift  of  a  go- 
•*  vernor,  a  deputy  governor,  and  twenty-four  committees,"  fince  called  direftors,  **  tp  be 
**  annually  elected  ;  the  limits  of  their  trade  the  fame  as  in  thofe  former  charters.  Thcy,'^ 
i.  e.  every  freeman  of  this  Company,  **  their  fons  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  their  appren- 
tices, faftors,  and  fervants,  employed  in  this  trade,  might  freely  trade  to  India,  in  fuch 
manner  only  as  a  general  court  fhould  diref):.  The  Company  to  have  perpetual  fuccciCon^ 
**  to  make  bye  laws^  and  impofe  penalties  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England ;— might  ex- 

**  port 
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2661  "  port  only  fifty  thoufand  pounds  in  foreign  filvcr  annually.— And,  in  time  of  rcftraint,  t« 
be  allowed  fix  good  Ihips  and  fix  good  pinnaces,  with  five  hundred  mariners,  to  fail  yearly 
to  India;  unlefs  the  Kitig  fhould  judge  proper  to  ftop  them  from  going,  in  order  to  rein- 
force his  royal  navy  for  defence  of  the  realm,  on  urgent  occiafions. — None  other  fliould 
trade  to  India  without  their  hcence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fliips  and  goods,    one  half  to  the 

**  crown,  one  half  to  the  Company. — They  might  admit  into  their  freedom  all  fuch  appren- 
tices, fa£lors,  and  fervants  of  any  freeman  of  the  Company,  and  all  fuch  others,  as  a  ma- 
jority of  their  general  courts  ftiould  chufe, — The  Company  muft  import,  within  fix  months 
after  every  voyage,  at  leaft  as  much  filver  as  they  carried  out. — All  their  gold  and  filvcr  ex- 
ported rauft  be  fhipped  at  London,  Dartmouth,  or  Plymouth, — Adventurers  to  have  votes 
in  proportion  to  their  ftock  paid  in  on  the  refpeftivc  voyages. — Five  hundred  pounds  ftock 

**  to  have  one  vote ;  and  any  fuch  freemen  as  have  paid  in  lefs  than  five  hundred  pounds 
might  join  together,  and  make  up  five  hundred  pounds,  or  one  vote,  jointly.  The  Com- 
pany to  have  and  enjoy  all  plantations,  forts,  fadoiies,  &c.  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; — may  creft 
new  fortifications  there,  or  at  St.  Helena,  immediately  under  their  command ; — fhall  have 
fix  and  fix  months  time  for  the  payment  of  the  King's  cuftoms,  /.  ^.  half  in  fix  months, 

*'  and  the  other  half  fix  months  after.  And  if  any  goods,  which  fhall  have  paid  cuflom,  fhall 
be  loft,  the  cuftom  fhall  be  returned  to  the  lofers  ; — may  appoint  governors,  judges,  &c. 
thereof,  and  may  judge  all  perfons  living  under  them,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  caufes  ;^- 
might  make  war  and  peace  with  any  prince  or  people  that  are  not  Chriftians,  within  their 

**  limits,  as  fhall  be  moft  for  the  benefit  of  their  trade,  and  may  rccompcnfe  themfelvcs  on 

**  the  goods,  eftates,  or  people  there  who  fhall  injure  them  ; — may  build,  plant,  and  fortify 

**  at  St.  Helena,  and  elfewhere,  within  their  limits; — may  tranfport  fuch  numbers  of  men  as 
tliey  ihall  think  fit,  being  willing  thereunto,  and  govern  tliem  there,  in  fuch  legal  manner 
as  the  Company  fhall  think  fit,  and  may  inflift  punifhmefits,  fines,  &c.  for  mifdemeanors ; 

**  may  feize  on  the  perfons  of  all  fuch  Englifh  fubjeSs,  failing  in  any  Indian  or  Englifh 
veflTel,  or  inhabiting  there  without  the  Company's  leave  firft  obtained,  and  may  fend  tbenx 
to  England. — Perfons  in  the  Company's  fcrvice,  appealing  from  the  fcntcnce  of  the  gover- 

**  nors,  &c.  in  India,  arc  to  be  fcnt  home  to  receive  fentence  of  the  Company,  agreeable  to 

''  the  laws  of  the  land. — Governors,  &c.  in  India  may  examine,  upon  oath,  all  fa£tors,  maf- 

**  ters,  purfers,  &c.  for  difcovery  of  injuries." 

Firft  provifo,  "  That  tliis  Company  may  not  trade  to  any  place  within  their  limits,  already 

**  pofleflTcd  by  any  Chriftian  Prince  or  State  in  amity  with  his'Majefty,  witliout  the  confent  of 

**  fuch  Prince  or  State. 

Second  provifo,  "  That  in  cafe  the  continuance  of  this  charter,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  fhall 

**  hereafter  appear  to  the  King  or  his  fuccefTors,  not  to  be  profitable  to  the  crown  or  kingdom; 

•^*  then,  after  three  years  warning  given  to  this  Company  by  the  crown,  this  prefent  charter 

**  fhall  be  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes."     The  reft  is  only  a  repetition  of  the  claufes  in 

Queen  Elizabeth's  charter,  in  the  year  i6oo,  to  which  therefore,  for  brevity's  fake,  we  refer. 
C$*  Thus  the  very  people  and  their  capital  ftock,  re-inqorporated  by  Cromwell  in  the  year 

1657,  were  now  again  legally  eftablilhed  and  confirmed  by  this  charter;  in  which,  however, 

there  were  fome  powers,  relating  to  punifhm^nts  of  delinquents!  &c.  that  were  afterwards 

deemed  illegal  and  arbitrary. 

By  this  charter  it  appears,  that  this  Company  had  not,  in  tlie  manner  of  our  modern  Eaft 

India  Company,  one  fole  transferable  joint  ftock ;  but  tliat  every  one,  who  was  free  of  this 

Company, 
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'i:60r  Company,  paid  a  certain  fum  of  money  to  tli^  Company,  on  the  fitting  out  of  tlicir  voyages, 
for  which  he  had  credit  in  the  Company's  books,  and  had  his  proportionable  dividend  on  the 
profits  of  fuch  rcfpeftivc  voyage.  The  whole  inveftmcnts  were  made  by  the  Company  in  their 
corporate  capacity  :  but  they  were  not  eftablilhed  as  an  irrevocable  corporation,  as  they  might 
be  diffolved  on  three  years  notice. 

By  the  petition  of  Charles  Lord  Baltimore,  a  minor,  to  the  Parliament,  in  the  year  17 15, 
againft  a  bill  then  depending,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  charter  and  proprietary  govern- 
ments in  America,  &c.  it  is  fet  forth,  '^  that  in  this  year  1661,  Charles  Lord  Baltimore 
**  failed  to  his  province  of  Maryland:  and  that  from  the  fiiil:  fettlement  of  that  province,  in 
I  **  the  year  1635,  till  this  voyage  of  his  faid  lordfhip,  being  twenty-fix  years,  Maryland  had 

*•  yielded  little  or  nothing  to  the  family  :  but  that,  neverthelefs,  the  duties  on  tobacco  plant- 
"  ed  there,  in  that  time,  had  brought  in  a  confiderable  revenue  to  the  crown,  at  the  fole 
**  charge  of  that  family." 

In  this  fame  year  1661,.  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  were  driven  out  of  the  ifland  of 
Formofa  by  the  Chinefc,  after  they  had  held  it  from  the  year  1635^  when  thby  expelled  the 
Portuguefe.  The  Dutch  hereupon  retired  to  and  fortified  on  fome  fmallifles  in  the.  neigh- 
bourhood of  Formofa. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  the  faid  Dutch  Company  had  expelled  the  Portuguefe  out 
of  the  following  important  forts  and  ports  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  viz.  Coulan,  Cananor, 
{  Cochin,  Cranganor,  and  Calicut,  though  with  much  difficulty. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
cap.  ii.  for  repairing  the  highways  and  fewers,  and  paving  and  keeping  clean  the  flreets  in 
and  about  London  and  Weftminflex ;  and  for  reforming  of  annoyances  and  difordcrs  there ; 
and  for  regulating  and  licenfing  of  hackney  coaches  ;  and* for  the  enlarging  of  feveral  ftrait  and 
inconvenient  flreets  and  pailages  ;  it  appears,  that  many  new  ftreets  were  then  fcarcely  finifti- 
cd  in  and  about  St.  James's  parilh  : 

Firft,  The  following  common  highways  and  new  built  flreets  are  direfted  to  be  immediate-* 
ly  repaired  and  new  paved,  viz. 

"  I'he  llreet  or  way  from  the  end  of  Petty  France  to  St.  James's  Houfe,"  this  de?6nition 
is  at  prcfent  fo  dark,  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  know  what  part  was  meant,  **  one  other  flreet 
**  from  St.  James's  Houfe  up  to  the  highway,"  /.  e.  now  called  St.  James's-flreet,  **  one 
**  other  flreet  iji  St.  James's-fieldsj  commonly  called  the  Pall-mall,  and  alfo  one  other  flreet 
**  beginning  from  the  Meufe  up  to  Piccadilly,"  i.e.  St.  James's  Hay-market,  *'  and  from 
**  thence  towards  the  Stone  Bridge,  to  the  furthermofl  building  near  the  Bull,  at  the  corner  of 
**  Air-flreet."  Thefe  were  hereby  direfted  to  be  paved. — At  the  rate  of  fixteen-pcncc  for 
every  fquare  yard,  out  from  the  houfes  or  garden  walls  to  the  middle  of  the  way,  at  the  ex- 
pcnce  of  the  proprietors  of  thofe  houfes,  &c. 

Secondly,  The  other  ways  to  be  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  money  arifing  from  four  hundred 
hackney  coaches  hereby  direfted  to  be  licenced,  at  five  pounds  to  be  paid  annually  for  every 
coach.  The  rates  of  the  faid  coaches,  by  the  day,  by  the  hour,  and  by  the  ground,  hereby 
eilablifhed  exaftly  the  fame  as  at  this  day. 

Thirdly,  Candles  or  lights  in  lanthorns  to  be  hung  out  by  every  houfh'older  fronting  the 
flreets,  in  London,  Weflminfler,  andfuburbs,  from  A-Iichaelmas  to  Lady-day,  from  its  being 
dark  until  nine  in  the  evening. 

^.  Fourthly, , 
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166 1       Fourthly,  The  following  ftreets  and  narrow  paflages  are  hereby  direfted  to  be  widenr 

*d,  viz. 

The  ftreet  or  paflagc  near  Stocks  in  London.— The  ftrcet  or  paffage  from  Fleet  Conduit  to 
St.  Paul's  Church  in  London.— The  paflagc  from  the  White  Hart  Inn  from  the  Strand,  into 
Covent  Garden. — The  ftrcet  and  paflagc  by  and  near  Exeter  Houfe  and  the  Savoy,  being 
obftruftcd  by  a  rail  and  the  unevennefs  of  the  ground  thereabouts. — The  paflagc  and  ftrcet  of 
St.  Martin's-lanc  out  of  the  Strand, — The  paflagc  or  ftrcet  of  Field-lane,  commonly  called 
Jack-an-apesrlane,  going  between  Chancery-lane  and  Lincoln's-inn-fields.— The  paflagc  and 
gate-houfc  of  Cheapfide  into  St.  Paul's  Church-yard. — The  paflagc  againft  St.  Dunftan's 
Church  in  the  Weft,  being  obftruAed  by  a  wall. — The  ftrcet  and  paflage  by  and  near  the  weft 
end  of  the  poultry  in  London. — -'And  the  paflagc  at  Temple-bar.  **  All  thefc  were  deemed 
**  very  incommodious  to  coaches,  carts,  and  paflengers,  and  prejudicial  to  commerce  and 
«*  trading." 

All  which  circumftances  flicw  too  plainly,  how  very  Inelegant  as  well  as  inconvenient  a 
great  part  of  the  city  of  London  was  at  this  time  ;  and  alfo  how  much  the  liberty  of  Weft- 
minfter  was  conftantly  incrcaiing  in  new  ftreets  and  buildings,  the  confcquence  of  our  in- 
creaiing  commerce  and  wealth.  So  much  is  the  great  contiguity  of  London  altered  flnce  that 
period,  that  fome  part  of  this  defcription  is  diflicult  to  be  traced  at  this  prefent  time. 

More  Proteftant  Diflenters  about  this  time  go  from  England  and  Scotland,  in  confiderable 
numbers,  to  New  England,  to  avoid  perfecution  and  reftraints  at  home.  So  wifely  was.  tlie 
public  or  national  intereft  condu£ted. 

Hoftilities  were  carried  on  between  tlie  Portuguefc  and  the  Dutch  till  the  year  1661 ;  when, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  Portuguefc  having  driven  the  Dutch  out  of  the  rich  and  greatly  exten- 
sive province  of  Brafil,  whillc,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had  con-» 
quered  from  Portugal  the  beft  places  and  pofts  they  had  fo  long  pofliefled  in  the  Eaft  Indies ; 
it  was  fettled  by  treaty,  that  the  uti  poffidetis  fliould  be  the  ground  of  fuch  a  treaty ;  fo  each 
potentate  was  to  retain  what  they  were  then  actually  pofleflled  of. 

We  may  here  make  a  ftiort  remark  on  the  preamble  of  another  law,  of  this  fame  feflion  of 
Parliament,  cap.  v.  entitled,  An  AJBi  for  regulating  the  making  of  Stuffs  in  Norfolk  and  Nor- 
wich, viz.  that  it  fays. 

The  faid  trade  of  weaving  of  ftuffs  hath  of  late  times  been  very  much  increafed,  and  great 

variety  of  new  forts  of  ftuffs  have  been  invented  2  fo  that  the  power  given  by  the  ftatute  of 
**  the  feventeenth  of  King  Edward  IV.  cap.  i.  is  not  fufficient  for  the  regulating  of  the  fame ; 

and  that  the  number  of  the  wardens  by  the  fame  aft  appointed  being  but  eight,  ar^  too  few 
**  for  the  govetniiig  and  ordering  of  the  fame  trade ;  wherefore  there  fhall  be  twelve  wardens 
^'  and  thirty  afliftants,  for  regulating  the  manufafture  of  worfteds  and  Norwich  ftuffs." 

I'his  ftatute  fhews  the  very  great  increafe  of  thofe  light  manufaftures. 

The  filk  manufafture  of  London  was  become  fo  confiderable  in  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth years  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  that  the  preamble  to  the  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xv. 
for  regulating  the  trade  of  filk-throwing,  obferves,  "  that  the  faid  Company  of  filk-throwfters," 
as  it  is  exprefled  in  their  petition,  **  employ  above  forty  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children 
"  therein." 

After  this  time  we  find  divers  afts  of  Parliament  in  this  and  fucceeding  reigns,  for  regulat- 
ing the  filk  manufafture  at  home,  and  tl^  importation  of  raw  and  thrown  filk  from  foreign 
parts ;  many  of  which  were  temporary,  others  have  been  repealed  or  altered,  and  the  reft  of 

little 
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166 1  fittlc  Information  to  the  generality  of  readers,  until  we  come  to  the  eighth  of  King  George 
thcFirft,  in  172a. 

In  this  fame  fcffion  of  Parliament,  cap.  xviii.  another  aft  paffed,  agatnft  the  exporting  of 
live  fhcep,  wool,  woollen  yarn,  fullers  earthy  fulling  clay,  and  tobacco  pipe  clay.  Addition- 
al laws  have  fince  this  time  been  made  for  this  very  important  end :  but,  once  for  all,  we  fliall 
take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that  they  have  by  no  means  anfwercd  the  end,  tliough  reinforced 
^y  feverer  penalties.  So  difficult  a  talk  it  is  effedually  to  mafter  an  evil,  of  which  immediate 
and  confiderable  gain  is  the  objeft. 

So  vaft  were  tlie  profits  of  the  commerce  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  that  for  this 
fame  year  1661,  that  Company  divided  forty  per  cent,  to  tjie  Proprietors  of  their  capital  {lock. 

An  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  ninth  of  King  Edwacd  III.  having  prohibited  the  melting 
H^own  of  any  filver  halfpenny  or  fartlung,  for  the  making  of  plate,  or  for  any  other  purpofe 
whatever;  and  another  aft,  of  the  feventeenth  of  King  Richard  11.  having  prohibited  the  like 
melting  down  of  filver  groats  and  half  groats ;  thofe  denominations  being  the  higheft  filver 
coins  then  in  ufe;  the  goldfmiths  and  refiners,  at  this  time,  taking  advantage  of  the  drift 
letter  of  the  faid  twoafts  to  conclude,  that  there  was  no  penalty  for  melting  down  of  the  filver 
coins  of  an  higher  denomination  than  were  then  in  being,  took  the  liberty  to  elude  the  {aid 
^penalty.  A  law  was  therefore  made  this  year,  cap.  xxxi.  fourteenth  of  Charles  II.  againft  the 
melting  dov^n  of  any  of  our  filver  coins,  upon  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  fame  and  double 
the  value. — Yet,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  .the  laws  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  our  wool,  the 
temptation  of  immediate  profit  gets  the  better  of  9II  restraints  whatever. 

In  this  fame  year  1661,  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  who  in  mo{l  matters  relating  to  com- 
ifnerce,  more  efpecially  fince  the  union  of  the  crowns,  wifely  followed  clofe  at  the  heels  of  the 
£ngli{h,  pa{red  a  navigation  aft,  entitled,  for  the  encouraging  of  fhipping  and  navigation. 
£ut  theirs  was  not  to  extend  to  importations  from  Afia,  Africa  and  America,  Rufiia  and  Italy, 
till  fo  declared  by  a  fubfequcnt  aft,  or  by  their  private  council,  or  their  council  of  trade, — nor 
»to  corn  in  time  of  dearth. — Alfo  tliat  all  goods  {hipped  in  foreign  veflcls,  or  belonging  to 
jdiens,  fhould  pay  double  duty. 

At  this  time  alfo  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  pailed  an  aft,  for  erefting  of<:ompanies  for  the 
improvement  of  the  herring  and  white  fifheries.—- And  in  this  and  fucceeding  reigns,  down 
to  the  confolidating  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  they  granted  various  bounties  on  the  ex- 
4)ortation  of  fi{h  of  all  kinds :  and  made  many  good  laws,  efpecially  fince  the  re{loration,  for 
the  regulation  of  their  commerce,  and  of  their  linen  and  woollen  manufaftures,  &c.  All 
twhich  being  now  of  little  or  no  ufe,  we  have  not  fhoughtthom  worth  while  to  enlarge  on. 

After  the  prohibitions  by  two  fcveral  afts  of  Parliament,  and  two  royal  proclamations, 
>again{l  the  ufe  of  the  till  then,  fo  called,  pernicious  material  ufed  in  dying  called  logwood  ; 
yet,  by  cap.  xi.  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  all  the  faid  laws 
and  prohibitions  arc  repealed  :  it  being  now  found,  fays  that  aft,  entitled.  Frauds  and  Abufes 
in  his  Majc{ly's  Cu{loms  prevented  and  regulated,  •*  that  the  ingenious  induftry  of  tliefe  times 
"  hath  taught  the  dyers  of  England  the  art  of  fixing  the  colours  made  of  logwood,  alias  block- 
**  wobd,  fo  as  that,,  by  experience,  they  arc  found  as  la{ling  and  ferviccable  as  the  colours 
•   ^  made  with  any  other  fort  of  dying  wood." 

At  this  time.  King  Charles  the  Second  {hamefulty  delivered  up  to  France  the  country  of 
Nova  Scotia,  (and  fuch  part  of  Canada,  fay  our  common  hi{lorians,  as  was  held  by  our  peo- 
ple, if  any  part  of  the  latter  was  «ow  poflcflTed  by  us,  of  which  I  much  doubt-)     Fonner  ac- 
VoL.  II.  3  N  counts 
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9661  counts  of  iSiofe  ootintries  being  however  related  with  fach  great  careleflhcfsy  as  if  they  had 
merited  very  little  regard  by  our  own  hiftoriaos. 

As  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  King  Charles  the  Second  of  England,  and  King  Charles 
the  eleventh  of  Sweden,  for  the  mutual  fecurity  of  their  dominions  and  trade,  concluded  in 
this  year  1661,  vol.  iii.  p.  240  and  253,  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
Commerce,  pubiiihed  in  four  volumes,  in  1732,  contains  nothing  new  or  particular,  we  need 
enly  to  mention  it  in  this  place,  for  the  further  information  of  fuch  as  would  defire  to 
fee  it. 

And  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  a  treaty  between  England  and  Denmark,  in  this  year,  ibiJ. 
f»  254  and  263,  which  is  alfo  doubtful  whether  it  was  ever  executed. 

Many  and  loud  complaints  had  been  made  by  the  merchants  and  clodiiers  of  Exeter  and 
ether  parts  of  the  weft  of  England,  who,  not  being  free  of  the  Company  of  Merchant* 
adventurers  of  England^  were  by  that  Company  ftiled  interlopers ;  as  particularly,  in  the  year 
1638,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  alfo  in  the  years  1643  and  1645. 

They  were  again  complained  of  in  Parliament  in  this  yjcar  166 1,  by  them;  who,  in  their 
icmonftrance,  termed  that  Company  Monopolizers,  and  Obftrufters  of  thefale  of  our  Wool- 
len Manufactures.  And  as  it  is  poiHble,  that  fome  fuch  objedions,  however  (lightly  ground- 
ed, may  fome  time  or  other  be  hereafter  renewed,  and  that  it  will  alfo  throw  fome  light  upon 
the  ftate,  &c.  of  our  jufily  beloved  woollen  manufacture,  and  will  give  a  diftinft  ftate  of  that 
Company's  condition  at  that -time.  We  fhall  as  briefly  as  poiBble  fetdown  their  objections^ 
with  that  Company^s  anfwer,  viz. 
In  general,  it  was  objeded, 

**  That  the  confirming  the  whole  trade  of  the  manufactures  of  wool  fent  to  Germany  and. 
^  the  Netherlands,  being  the  greateft  Itaple  commodity  of  England,  to  one  particular  com- 
*^  pany  of  men,  who  call  themfelves  the  only  Merchant-adventurers,  is  detrimental  to  alt 
•*  in  general^  and  particularly  to  thofe  of  Exeter  and  Devonlhire :  for, 

••  Firft,  They  make  the  clothiers  take  what  price  they  pleafe,  by  fufpending  the  buying  of 
^  their  goods  brought  to  market,  until  neceffity  obliges  them  to  fell  even  for  lofs.  They 
*^  moreover  frequently  (tint  or  limit  the  number  of  cloths  to  be  fhipped,  and  allot  to  each 
^  merchant  how  much  he  ihall  fhip  for  his  particular  proportion :  fo  that  the  governor,  de-- 
*^  puty,  and  committees  may  ferve  themfelves  and  friends  with  the  greateft  ihare :  which  is* 
^  not  only  prejudicial  to  the  reft,  but  does  alfo  hinder  the  putting  off  fo  much  more  cloth 
*^  abroad. 

**  Secondly,  The  Company  cdnfines  the  vent  of  this  great  ftaple  commodity  to  a  few  places- 
**  at  home,-  as  the  trade  of  all  the  weft  countries  to  London.     Whereas  Exeter  and  other  ' 
**  places  ought  to  have  liberty  to  ihip  off  their  goods  from  the  neareft  port ;  whereby  much^ 
**  charge  might  be  faved." 

Their  confining  the  ftaples  of  our  cloths  abroad  to  one  or  two  towns  in  each  country,  was 
alfo  complained  of;  and  this  alfo  created  uneaiinefs  in  thofe  countries :  Amfterdam,  for  in^- 
ftance,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  formerly  took  it  extremely  ill,  that  E^otterdam  alone,  foralL 
Holland,  fhould  be  the  fole  ftaple  for  wooUcd  goods  from  England. 

**  Thirdly,  By  thctwo  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1624,  ft>r  liberty 
**  to  all  merchants,  as  well*  as  thofe  called  Merchant-adventurers,  to  export  dozens,  keriies,^ 
**  and  new  manufactures,  as  well  as  dyed  dreiled,  and  coloured  cloths,  into  Germany  and  the 
^  Netberlands^  tbcEnglifti  traders  increaied  in  number^,  and  ihe.  Dutch  fell  off  from  making; 
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»66i  '^  of  cIotbs»  fo  as  not  to  make  fotir  thoufand  cloths  in  the  year  1632^    But  the  Company  be-^ 

ing  again  encouraged  by  means  of  their  purfe,  &c.  the  Dutch  again  incrcafed  to  twenty 

thoufand  cloths  per  annum,  and  many  of  our  manufadluring  people  fettled  in  Holland. 
Foarthly»  This  Company  make  their  embarkations  but  thrice  in  the  year,  which  hinders 
*'  the  clothiers  from  felling  their  goods  but  juft  at  thofe  tim^s,  and  that  only  to  two  towns 

beyond  fea. 

Fifthly,  The  heavy  impofitions  and  fines  they  lay  on  the  manufaAurers  amount  to  near 
'*  as  much  as  the  King's  cuftoms :  infomuch,  t^at  from  1616  to  1641  they  raifed,  as  appears 
<*  by  their  own  books,  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety- five 
<*  ponnds,  befide  wliat  duties  they  received  beyond  fea :  whereby  the  cheapnefs  of  our  com- 
^  modities  is  hindered,  and  tlie  Dutch  are  encouraged  to  improve  their  manufa&ure  of  wool- 
"  len  goods,  as  they  have  greatly  done  for  the  laft  forty  or  fifty  years. 

**  Sixthly,  The  Company  ftriftly  ties  their  mcmbefB  to  trade  only  to  two  towns,  viz. 
^*  Hamburg  and  Dort;  the  latter  of  which  is  inconveniently  fituated  for  vending  tlie  goods 
^*  into  the  inland  parts. 

*^  Seventhly,  In  the  Company's  prefent  condition,  they  are  indebted  for  vaft  fums,  which 
^*  cannot  be  difcharged  but  by  raifing  it  on  our  manufactures. 

**  Eighthly,  The  great  inconvenience  of  the  power  this  Company  arrogates  of  impofing  oif 
^*  oaths,  and  levying  of  fines  and  taxes  on  their  fellow  fubjeds,  complained  of,  although  they 
^*  were  never  yet  eftablifhed  by  law  ;  and  have  been  fo  complained  of  from  time  to  time  thefe 
^  hundred  and  fixty  years. 

*^  Ninthly,  That  this  monopolizing  Company  did  in  all  tranfport  but  two  hundred  and 
**  twenly*five  pieces  of  woollen  goods  from  Midfummer  to  Michaelmas  1661 :  and  yet  five  or 
*^  fix  Exeter  merchants,  not  free  of  the  Company,  did,  within  the  faid  quarter  of  a  year,  buy 
*^  and  export  beyond  fea  nine  thoufitnd  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  pieces  of  the  faid  woollen 
««  goods.     That  Company  employs  fhips,  but  feldom  in  comparifon  of  other  merchants,  nor 

the  fourth  part  of  tlie  mariners  that  other  merchants  do. 
Tenthly,  That  the  unlimited  power  given  to  this  Company  by  their  charter  is  a  great 
**  inconvenience,  and  repugnant  to  the  ilatute  of  the  twelfth  of  King  Henry  VII.  cap.  vi. 

For  tliey  are  thereby  impowered  to  make  what  rules  and  ordinances  they  iball  think  fit,  for 

the  fupport  of  their  privileges,  and  may  not  only  compel  thofe  of  their  fellowlhip,  but 

even  all  others  ufing  trade  with  woollen  manufactures  in  their  preeia£ls  to  obey  the 
^  iame.'* 

Parker^  in  his  pamphlet  called  Free  Trade,  pointed  in  the  year  1645,  (ays,  Tliat  this  fel- 
lowship at  their  marts  beyond  fea,  takes  of  every  Englifhman  at  his  firft  coming  forty  pounds 
fterling,  as  a  fine  for  liberty  to  boy  and  fell  his  own  proper  goods.  In  confe^uehce  of  which 
practice  all  merchants  not  being  of  that  fellowihip  withdraw  from  die  faid  marts ;  which  pre- 
vents the  vent  of  the  woollen  cloth  of  tliis  realm. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Company^  in  their  own  vindication,  replied  in  fubftance  as  fol^^ 
lows,  viz. 

^*  I.  The  Company  does  not  pretend  to  be  the  only  Merchant-^venturers,  although  theif 
«*  charters  ftilc  them  The  Merchant-adventurers  of  England :  yet  they  rount  it  their  honour 

that  they  are  no  Company  of  one  city*  town,  or  burgh,  but  a  national  Gorporation^  and 

difperfcd  all  over  the  kingdom :  that  they  all  meet  together  in  their  marts  abroad,  wherd 
**  their  conftxltations.  ace  for  the  intereft  of  the  whole  kkigdom  in  the  clothing  trade',  and 
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1661  **  where  a  majority,  of  the  freemen  and  traders  prefcnt,  governs  in  all  matters.  Yet  ncf thing. 
**  can  be  concluded  in  that  chief  mart  town  beyond  fea  but  by  the  concurrence  of  that  other 
*^  court  which  reiides  in  the  United  Netherlands,  and  of  this  here  in  London.  And  this 
**  court  at  London  maintains  a  correfpondence  all  along  with  all  other  their  diflinA  courts, 
**  as  of  York,  Hull,  and  Newcaftle :  and  Exeter  once  had  one  of  their  moft  confidcrable 
'*  courts  in  it,  though  now  there  be  only  one  member  there. 

*•  IL  They  deny  their  opponents  accufations  of  ftinting  the  cxportations,  or  of  dJftreffing 
**  the  clothiers  in  the  fale  of  their  goods  ;  as  alfo  the  confining  the  vent  of  the  weftcrn  coun- 
•*  ties  to  London ;  feeing  any  freeman  may  fliip  his  goods  direftly  abroad  from  the  next  port^ 
**  as  from  York,  Hull,  Beverley,  Leeds,  Newcaftle,  Hardepoole,  Stockton,  Norwich,  Yar- 
**  mouth,  Lynn,  Ipfwich,  Colchefter,  and  all  other  ports  of  England,  whera  they  liaver 
*'  members. 

**  ni.  That  a»  the  faid  ftatule  of  the  twelfth  of  King  Henry  VIL  cap.  vi.  relates  only  to  a- 
*'  freedom  of  commerce  during  the  four  marts,  for  which  alfo  they  were  to  pay  the  Compan/ 
**  ten  marks,  that  aft  can  be  of  no  force  at  prefent,  feeing  thafc  marts  arc  in  difufe  in  the 
**  Netherlands.     And  it  is  enough,  that  the  fellowfhip  fubmits  to  the  Parliament's  pleafure^ 

to  admit  all  men  that  can  relifh  government  on  fuch.  conditions  and  limitations  of  fines  2sr- 

they  fhall  dire£t. 

IV.  That,  in  anfwcr  to  the  hundred  and  eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety- 

five  pounds  {aid  to  be  raifed  on  the  trade  by  the  fellowihip  in  twenty-five  years  time;  they 
**  fay,  that  when  they  were  difTolved,  in  order  to  make  room  for  Sir  William  CockayneV 
**  projeft  of  dying  and  drefiing  of  cloths  before  exportation,  the  fellowfhip  was  indebted  a 
•*  good  fum  of  money.— -That  after  their  charters  were  reftored^  they  were  engaged  in  fkveral 
•*  fcrvices  both  to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia,  and  to  King  James  and  King  Charles  L 
**  To  which,  if  the  charge  of  fix  feveral  refidences,  and  of  courts  abroad  and  at  home  be 

added,  it  will  appear,  they  were  no  ill  hufbands ;  and  that  this  fum  Was  not  fo  burdenfome 

to  be  raifed  on  the  manufaftures  in  fo  long  a  tra£k  of  time.     For  the  impofition  laid  on 

cloths  is  but  about  one  per  cent,  and  in  recompence  for  this  one  per  cent,  the  Company's 

immunities  abroad,,  and  their  freedoms  there,  by  treaties,  from  taxes,  tolls,  watch  and 

ward,  &c.  which  others  not  free  of  the  fellowfhip  muft  pay  in  the  Netherlands  and'Ger-* 

many,  are  worth  three  per  cent,  to  their  members. 

'*  V.  That  it  is  true,  they  owe  a  large  debt,  occafioned  partly  by  the  misfortunes  of  tbe* 
**  civil  wars,  &c.  and  partly  from  the  oppofition  of  the  interlopers ;  and  they  think  it  rea- 
'*  fonable  that  it  fhould  be  paid  off,  though  very  gradually,  by  contributions  or  taxes  on  tlie 
•*  commerce. 

VL  If  the  fellowfhip  be  not  as  yet  eflablifhed  byanyhw,  it  is  now  fubmitted,  whether 

it  is  not  more  than  time  it  fhould  be  fettled  by  aft  of  Parliament. 

"  VII.  The  fellowfhip  take  care,  that  the  rich  over-grown  traders  fhall  not  cngrofs  the 
**  whole  traffic;  but  there  fhall  be  room  for  younger  and  fmaller  traders  to  employ  their 
••  ftocks. 
'  "  VIII.  They  carefully  infpcA  the  true  making  of  cloth. 

**  IX.  They  have  done  more,  and  been  at  greater  expence,  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
**  our  wools  and  fullers  earth,  than  all  the  other  corporations  and  merchants  in  England. 

"  Laftly,  They  infifted,  that  unlefs  their  corporation  be  fupported,  and  even  legally  efta- 
f  *  blifhed,  all  the  privileges  and  advanu^es  which  our  commerce  has  for  many  ages  enjoyed 
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t66t  "  m  foreign  parts,  beyond  other  nations,  muft  ncceffarily  fall  wiflv their  fclIow(hip  :  and  the 
•*  kingdom  at  home  be  left  without  a  fhadow  of  regulation  in  its  greatcft  concernment.*' 

After  this  time  we  hear  no  more  of  this  Company's  complaints  againft  fepaiatc  traders^  nor^ 
on  the  other  hand,  of  any  uncafinefs  of  merchants  not  free  of  k;  the  terms  being  quite:  eafy,. 
if  they  incline  fo  to  be.  They  have  long  fince  fixed  their  refidence  folcly  at  Hamburg,  where 
they  have  confidcrable  prirvikges,  and  carry  on  a  great  commerce,  for  fupplying  many  provinces 
of  Germany  with  our  woollen,  &c.  manufaflnires. 

Toward  the  clofc  of  this  year  1661,  a  marriage  treaty  was  concluded  between  King  Chartos 
the  Second,  of  England,  and  the  Princefs  Catherine,  filler  to  Alplionfo  VI.  King  of  Portu- 
gal.    It  is  faid,  that  the  real  fortune  which  Alphonfo  agreed  to  give  with  his  fitter  Wa^  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

It  is  almoft  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  remark,  that  France  greatly  forwarded  this  matcli^  for 
the  further  weakening  of  Spain  ;  and  that  Spain,  for  the  prevention  thereof,  propofcd  to  oiftr 
King  three  feveral  Proteftant  princeflcs  :  but  it  is  much  to  our  purpofe  here  to  obferve,  that 
Portugal,  hoping  for  great  aflittance  from  England  againtt  Spain,  not  only  agreed  to  the  above 
named  large  ftim,  but  likewife  to  yield  up  to  King  Charles^for  ever  the  town  and  port  ofTan- 
gier,  on  the  Barbary  fhore,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Streight's  Mouth  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
of  the  town,  port,  and  ifiand  of  Bombay,  or  B^mbaim,  with  the  rett  of  the  iile  of  North 
Salfet,  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  in  Eaft  India.  Tangier,  orTanger,  hadbeenpofleiledby  th« 
Pbrtuguefc  ever  fince  the  year  1463,  when  King  Alphonfo  V.  took  it  from  the  Moors. 

Tothis  port  King  Charles  granted  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  free  port,  in  order 
to  make  it  a  place  of  trade  ;  for  which,  as  well  for  the  fecurity  of  the-  Mediterranean,  &c. 
commerce,  it  was  advantageouily  fituated  :  but  by  the  King's  bad  condu6t  it  did  not,  as  we 
fhall  fee,  anfwer  expe£lation. — See  General  Mank's  letter  about  this  place,  in  the  year  1657^ 
to  Secretary  Thurloe. 

With  refpeft  to  Bombay,  King  Charles  at  firft  had  thoughts  of  keeping  it  and  the  ifle  of 
Salfet  as  part  of  his  roya^  domain,  and  therefore  he  fent  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  thither,  witli 
five  fliips  of  war  and  five  hundred  foldicrs. — But  he  met  with  fo  many  difficulties  from  the 
Portuguefe  Viceroy  of  Goa,  &c.  that,  after  lofing  many  men  by  ficknefe,  &c.  he  did  ntot  get 
abfolute  poflefiion  of  Bombay  trll  the  year  1664,  and  even  tlien  not  all  the  territory  agreed  to 
be  yielded  with  it. 

It  was  foon  after  found,  that  the  King's  expence  in  maintaining  of  it  greatly  exceeded  the 
profits  arifing  from  it, — and  that  the  King's  people  there  underfold  the  Englifh  Eaft  India 
Company's  agents  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  and  by  violences  committed  on  the  natives  by 
cur  King's  foldiers,  &c.  great  confufions  were  likely  to  enfue. — Similar  confiderations  induced 
the  King  to  make  a  grant  in  full  propriety  for  ever  of  that  port  and  territory  to  our  Eaft  India 
Company,  by  charter,  dated  twenty  feventh  March  1668,  to  hold  it  in  free  and  common  foe- 
cage  of  his  imperial  crown,  (under  an  annual  rent  of  ten  pounds,  in  gold,  on  the  thirtieth 
September  yearly,  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  in  London)  whofc  paft  expcnce  our  Company  were  to 
rcimburfe. 

Bombay  has  been,  by  degrees,  greatly  improved. by  that  and  the  prcfcnt  Eaft  India*  Com- 
pany, both  in  ftrength,  commerce,  and  healthfuhiefs  ;  and  fome  fay  they  lately  had  fixty  thou- 
fand people  on  that  iiland  of  different  nations,  under  our  Company's  proteAion  ;  though  the 
Portuguefe  had  fcarcely  one  thoufand  people  on  it.  It  is  extremely  well  fituated  for  the  trade 
of  that  cxtenfive  coaft,  and  now  enjoys  a  confidcrable  commerce, 
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t66i  King  Charles  11.  of  England,  by  bis  commiffion  under  the  great  (eal,  now  conftxtoted  his 
brother  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon^  and  fever^  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tinfiion,  to  be,  The  Council  of  the  Royal  Fifhery  Company  of  Great  Briton  and  Ireland  ; 
and  great  matters  were  expe£led  from  fo  pompous  a  title :  yet  all  foon  came  to  nothing,  al- 
though it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  King  freely  granted  them  all  the  immunities,  and  even 
more  than  were  granted  by  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  year  1654;  with  authority  to  fet  up  a 
lottery,  and  to  have  a  voluntary  colleftion  in  all  parifli  churches.  Moreover,  all  houfes  of 
entertainment,  as  taverns,  inns,  alehoufes,  &c.  fhould  be  obliged  to  take  one  or  more  bar- 
rels of  herrings,  at  the  dated  price  of  tliirty  fhillings  per  barrel ;  alfo,  two  fhillings  and 
fix  pence  per  barrel  was  to  be  paid,  to  the  (lock  of  this  Company,  on  all  foreign-caught  fifh 
imported. 

Wheat,  this  year,  according  to  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  tliree  pounds  ten  fhillings  per 
quarter,  and  the  year  following,  three  pounds  fourteen  Ihillings  per  quarter. 

The  ftatute  of  the  tliirtecnth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  year  1662, 
cap.  vi.  for  **  enlarging  and  repairing  common  highways,''  fo  as  they  fliould  be  all  made 
eight  yards,  or  twenty-four  feet  in  width,  was  become  very  neceflary,  iince  the  great  in* 
creafe  of  carts,  waggons,  &cc.  by  the  general  increafe -of  our  commerce.  Which  a&,  being 
only  temporary,  was  revived  by  an  a£t  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap.  xv. 
and  further  enforced  ;  and,  by  this  laft  ad,  it  is  well  ordered,  (in  the  year  1697)  that  where 
two  or  more  crofs  highways  meet,  a  ftone  or  poft  be  ereded,  with  an  infcription  in  large  let- 
ters, direfling  to  the  next  market  towii  to  which  each  of  the  faid  adjoining  highways  lead.  It 
is  much  to  be  wiflied,  that  this  breadth  of  eight  yards  for  highways  was  better  obferved  in 
many  parts,  which  is  hitherto  very  far  from  being  the  caie. 
1662  It  was  in  this  year  1662,  that  the  Englifh,  from  their  colonies  on  the  north  continent  of 
America,  firft  began  to  cut  down  the  logwood  trees,  growing  in  infinite  quantities  on  the  un- 
inhabited coafts  of  the  province  of  Jucatan,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  Bay  of  Campeachy, 
^here  they  made  a  fettlement  for  that  end,  as  it  was  not  near  to  any  Spanifli  iettlement  or 
inhabitants.  Their  firft  fe  tlement  was  near  Cape  Catoche;  next  at  the  Laguna  di  Ter<» 
mino,  which  was  found  more  convenient,  and  where  the  Englifh  Buccaneers  afterward  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  fettle,  upon  the  treaty  of  Madrid  between  England  and  Spain,  in  the 
year  1667. 

This  treaty,  though  it  made  no  particular  mention  of  America  by  name,  exprefsly  ftipulat- 
ed,  **  A  general  firm  and  perpetual  amity  between  the  two  crowns,  as  well  by  land  as  by  {cr, 
'*  and  between  all  the  countries  under  the  obedience  of  either  of  the  Kings/' 

By  the  year  1669,  that  Englilh  fettlement  was  confiderably  increafed  ;  and  much  logwood 
was  carried  from  thence  both  to  New  England  and  Jamaica.  In  the  year  1670  was  concluded 
at  Madrid,  by  Sir  William  Godolphin,  the  firft  treaty  between  England  and  Spain,  which  ex- 
prefsly related  to  America,  and  therefore  is  ufually  called  the  American  Treaty ;  and  by  which 
the  then  polleffions  of  both  nations  in  America  are  confirmed.  This  gave  encouragement  to 
many  more  of  our  people  to  fettle  with  the  above-mentioned  logwood  cutters,  as  it  was  then 
in  a  defolate  aivd  unplanted  country,  and  tliat  the  Spaniards  had  not  hitherto  made  any  com- 
plaints about  it.  For  it  was  not  till  tlie  year  1672,  that  the  Spaniards  firft  begun  to  interrupt 
our  logwood  cutters  there,  or  to  make  the  leaft  complaint  to  our  court  againft  their  fettling  in 
ihat  Bay. 

_Soon 
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J662  Soon  after,  however,  the  Spaniards  became  fo  uncafy  at  that  fettlement  and  our  logwood 
cutting,  that  they  aflually  made  prize  of  ill  Englifh  vefleis  they  met  in  the  American  feas  which 
bad  logwood  in  them  ;  of  which  the  Eail  of  Arlington,  the  Englifli  Secretary  of  State,  loudly 
complained,  in  a  letter,  written  in  the  year  1674,  to  Sir  William  Godolphin,  our  then  Minifter 
at  Madrid.  *  For  as  the  fole  advantage  our  court  had  in  view  by  concluding  this  famous  Ame- 
rican treaty  of  1670,  was,  that  our  people  might,  without  interruption,  trade  to  our  own  co- 
lonies, and  peaceably  enjoy  our  then  pofleffions  in  America,  we  were  herein  greatly  fruftrated 
by  the  court  of  Spain's  orders  to  make  prize  of  all  (hips  having  logwood  in  them.  So  that  this 
fame  American  treaty  has  ever  fince  aiForded  a  handle  or  pretence  for  Spain  to  feize  on  our 
ihips  failing  along  their  American  coafts,  although  with  no  iptention  of  carrying  on  any  con- 
traband trade. — It  has  occafionally  been  further  improved  by  Spain,  to  the  having  any  quan* 
tity  of  pieces  of  eight  to  be  feized,  when  found  on  board  our  (hips,  near  their  American  coa(ls». 
Yet,  exceptihg  two  or  three  months  in  the  year  1680,  that  the  Spaniards,  by  a  coniiderable 
force,  diflodged  our  logwood  cutters  from  the  Laguna  di  Terminos,  and  the  ifland  of  Trift, 
our  people,  till  very  lately,  have  remained  in  pofleflion  thereof.  But  as  the  controverfy  re- 
flaains  undetermined  to  this  day,  it  is  to  be  feared  it  may  ftill  occaiion  much  altercation. 

See  more  on  this  fubjed,  under  the  year  171 7,  when  it  was  more  fully  explained  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  anfwer  to  the  Spanifh  Ambaflador'a  Memorial  of  that; 
year. 

See  the  reft  of  this  memorable  treaty  under  the  year  1670. 

At  this  time,  a  fiatute  was  made  sn  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  II.  capj 
xii.  entitled,  For  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor  of  England :  by  which  a  corporation  was  efta«> 
bliihed,  out  of  the  Magiftrates  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and  the  fuburbs,  on  both  fides  the 
Thames,  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  for  ereAing  workhoufes  for  employing  the. 
poor.  And  alfo  another  aft  of  the  twenty-third  of  tl^t  King,  cap.  xviii.  confirming  and  cor-, 
roborating  the  iaid  ibrmer  aft,  and  enabling  that  corporation  to  levy  a  certain  afleflment  on 
parifhes,  not  exceeding  one  fourth  part  of  the  afleiTment  to  the  poor,  for  any  refpeftive  year  : 
yet,  to  the  Ihame  of  tlie  nation,  nothing  lias  as  yet  been  effeftually  done,  for  anfwering  that 
truly  great  and  good  end,  even  to  this  day  ;  fo  many  difficulties  being  fiarted  to  every  fcheme. 
hitherto  propofed  to  the  public. 

In  this  fame  year.  1.662,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  London,, 
{petitioned  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  ereft  four  new  corporations  of  merchants*  viz.  thofe- 
trading  to  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  for  confining  thofe  trades  intirely  to  Englifh. 
fiatives. 

The  pretext  ibr  this  regulation  was,  "  tliat  moft  part  of  tlie  trade  for  exporting  the  commo«^ 
^  dities  of  England  was  in  the  hands  of  aliens,"  whom  they  would  have  to  be  obliged  by  law^ 
to  pay  double  duties  on  all  draperies  by  them  exported.  They  alfo,  and  feveral  merchants  of 
London,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  Englifh  merchants  of  the  out  ports,  petitioned,  that 
the  companies  already  incorporated  may  be  ftirther  privileged  and  confirmed  by  Parliament,. 
eXclufive  of  foreigners,  viz.  theCompaniesof  the  Merchant  Adventurers  ;  of  the  Levant;  of 
Eail-land;  of  Ruflia  ;  and  of  Eaft  India.  But  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  wifer  than  to- 
add  new  fetters  on  our  exports  to  foreign  parts ;  fo  that  nothing  came  of  thofe  ill-judged  pc-- 
titioiM. 

King  Charles  II.  having  lavifhly  and  quickly  confiimed  the  large  fupplies  granted  })y  his; 
Ibyal  Parliament,  was,  in  this  fame  year.  1662^  put  upon,  the  moft  pernicious  projeft  that  couldi 
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j662  have  entered  into  the  thoughts  of  the  Monarch  of  the  firft  commercial  Icingdom  of  Europe 
in  yielding  up,  J>y  treaty,  to  France,  the  town  and  port  of  Dunkirk,  >witli:ail  its  fortifications^ 
-fluices,  dams,  &c.  and  iikewiiJb  the  fort  of  Mardyke,  with  the  wooden  fort,  and  tlie  other 
f  reat  and  fmall  forts  between  Dunkirk  and  Bergh  St.  Wynox,  together  with  all  the  arms,  ar-* 
tiilery,  ammunition,  &c. 

We  have  fccn  that  Dunkirk  had  been  furrcndercd  by  France  to  Cromwell  four  years  before, 
'hy  ftipulated  agreement,  for  the  fuccours  which  that  Protestor  had  given  to  France  againft 
Spain.  Our  pa/live  Parliament  feemed  to  content  themfelves  with  Charles's  poor  pretence^— 
•that  as  it  was  only  furrendercd  to  an  Ufurper,  he  had  a  right  to  difpofe  of  it  as  he  pleafed. 

This  treaty  was  concluded  at  London,  by  the  French  Ambaflador,  the  Count  d'Eftrades  ; 
(for  which  he  merited  a  ftatue  to  be  ereded  for  him  at  Dunkirk,)  and  by  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don, Lord  Chancellor  ;  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  Lord  Treafurer;  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  (all  Englifhmen)  under  a  commiffion  from  the  King,  As  for  the 
p-ice,  it  was  almoft.as  fhameful,  as  the  delivering  up  the  place  was  criminal;  viz.  five  millions 
of  livres,  or  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Had  that  number  of  mil« 
lions  been  fterling  money,  inftead  of  French,  fatal  experience  has  long  fince  demonftrated  its 
4)eing  inadequate  to  fo  ineftimable  a  jewel. — We  ought,  however,  todojuftice,  as  far  as  we 
iairly  can,  to  one  of  the  four  commiffioners,  who,  rather  than  lofe  their  private  emoluments, 
fo  fhamefully  gave  up  the  nation's  intereft,  viz.  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  at  firft  propof- 
cd  the  abfolute  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  and  the  filling  up  or  deftroying  its  harbour^  in  fuch  a 
4nanner  as  to  render  it  for  ever  ufelefs  ;  which,  next  to  its  remaining  in  our  hands,  was  cer- 
tainly the  beft  Icheme.  For,  as  to  what  feveral  writers  have  remarked,  of  its  being  better  ta 
have  been  fold  to  Spain  or  Holland ;  that  might  be  true  with  refpeft  to  the  time  we  arc  upon, 
but  who  can  anfwer  for  the  hurt  tt^at  place  might,  in  future  times,  have  done  to  us,  in  the 
iiands  of  either  of  thofe  nations,  as  power  is  perpetually  fluduating? 

There  was,  therefore,  nothing  for  a  wife  King,  and  an  honeft  Englifh  miniftry  to  chu(e^ 
iKrt'te  preferve,  ftcengthen,  and  improve  that  place,  let  the  expcnce  be  more  or  lefs ;  by  which 
we  fhould  have  remained  mafters  of  both  fides  of  the  greateft  commercial  thorough-fare  in 
the  univerfe.  Marefchal  Schomberg,  ^lea  in  England,  advifed  the  King  to  keep  it,  as  his 
naval  ftrength  would  eiFe£tualIy  prevent  its  being  taken,  and  that  the  holding  of  it  would  keep 
both  France  and  Spain  in  a  dependance  upon  him  ;  in  which  opinion,  fays  Bifhop  Burnet,  he 
was  fingular :  and  yet  there  was  more  truth  and  judgment  in  thi6  opinion,  than  in  all  that 
was  faid  and  written  on  this  point.  For,  with  regard  to  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  which  the 
neceffities  of  France  have  fince  obliged  that  crown  to  ftipulate,  for  the  demolition  of  its  for- 
tifications, and  tlie  filUng  up  of  its  harbour,  &c.  we  have  more  than  once  feen,  how  eafy  it 
has  been,  'for  fuch  a  powerfud  nation,  void  of  allfhame  and  honour,  to  reftose  both  the  one 
^nd  the  other. 

In  this  &me  year,  Voltaire,  ^in  the  fecond  volume  of  hVs  Age  of  Lauis  the  Fourteenth,  ac- 
quaints us,  "  That  the  French  Royal  Council  of  Commerce  was  firft  erefted,  which  ftill 
•*  fubfifts  :  and  that  the  King  himfelf  prefided  therein  once  in  every  fortnight."  Need  we  to 
wonder  then  at  the  progrefs  that  nation  has  fince  made  in  commerce,  thus  fo  eminently  en- 
,^uraged  by  To  difcerning  and  potent  apr  ince  ? 
^N.  B.  The  new  Council,  or  Board  of  Commerce,  ercdedia  die  year  1701,  was  fubordi- 

lUte  to  this  Royal  Council. 

"  the 
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^662      In  tills  fame  year.  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  council,  ifiaed  his  proclamation,  intimate 
ing,  *'  that  notwithftanding  rhe  Navigation  Aft,  paffed  two  years  ago,  feveral  letters  or  war- 
rants bad,  through  mifinformation,  been  obtained  from  him,  by  which  the  Lubeckers  (hips, 
merchants,  and  mariners,  were  licenfcd  to  come  into  England,  &c.  freed  from  the  penalties 
**  in  the  faid  aft,  upon  pretence  of  a  former  cuftom  ;  the  council  board,  well  weighing  tlie  ill 
"  confequcnces  by  trenching  on  that  aft,  and  the  damages,  &c.  which,  by  fuch  toleration, 
«*  will  accrue  to  the  owners  of  Enghlh  fhipping,  and  to  their  merchants  and  mariners, — it 
**  was  ordered  by  his  Majefty  in  Council,  that  all  fuch  letters,  licenfes,  or  warrants,  be  re- 
•*  called  and  declared  void,  &c." 

Moreover,  in  this  fame  year  1662,  in  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourteenth  of  King  Charles, 
cap.  xi.  For  regulating  of  Frauds  and  Abufes  in  the  Cuftoms,  the  following  improvements, 
f  inter  alia)  were  made  in  relatipn  to  the  Aft  of  Navigation,  viz. 

I.  *'  No  foreign  built  fliips  fliall  enjoy  the  privileges  of  Englifh  or  Irifh  built  fhips,  even 
<*  although  navigated  as  that  aft  direfts  ; — and  although  the  owners  likewife  be  Englifhmen  ; 
<*  prize  ihips  only  excepted. 

II.  •*  Whoever  fhall  export  or  import  goods,  to  or  from  any  port  of  this  kingdom,  capable 
*•  of  a  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen)  to  or  from  any  port  of  the  Mediterranean,  beyond 

the  port  of  Malaga,  in  any  fhip  that  hath  not  two  decks,  and  carries  kfs  tlian  iixteen  can* 
non  ;  fhall  pay  to  the  King  one  per  cent,  on  their  ladings,  befide  all  other  duties. 

III.  **  And  for  the  better  encouraging  of  the  building  of  good  and  defcnfible  fhips,  it  was 
**  further  cnafted,  that,  for  fcven  years  to  come,  whoever  fhould  build  fhips  with  three  decks, 
**  or  with  two  and  an  half  decks  and  a  forecallle,  and  five  feet  between  each  deck,  mounted 
**  with  at  leafl  thirty  cannon  ;  fhall,  for  the  firft  two  voyages,  receive  one-tenth  of  all  the  cuf-- 
**  toms  paid  on  their  ladings,  exported  or  imported," 

The  two  lafl  claufes  were  defigncd  byway  of  precaution  againfl  the  Barbary  Rovers. 

Other  good  flatutes  were  made  in  this  fame  year,  viz.  fuch  as,  tliat  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation of  our  wool  and  Fuller's  earth,  yarn,  and  undreffed  hides  : — and  againfl  the  importation 
of  foreign  bone  lace,  and  other  French  frippery  wares  ;  by  which  that  nation  drew  incredible 
fums  of  money  from  us,  turning  the  balance  of  the  trade  with  France  to  be  very  much 
againfl  us. 

In  tlie  former  part  of  this  fame  year  1662,  two  eminent  pcrfons  left  the  ftage  of  life,  viz. 
the  unfortunate  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of  King  James  the  Firfl,  of  England; 
and  Cardinal  Mazarine,  Prime  Minifler  of  France. 

The  Englifh  American  plantations  were  by  this  time  fo  much  cultivated  and  improved,  that 
the  demands  for  fervants  and  labourers  was  greatly  increafed :  and  as  their  mother-country 
could  by  no  means  afford  numbers  fufEcient  for  their  fupply,  and  that  they  were  not  then  fo 
well  fupplied  with  negroes'from  the  African  coafl:  as  they  wifhed,  fince  the  trade  thither  had 
^  been  laid  open  ;  a  third  exclufive  Englifh  African  or  Guinea  Company  was,  in  this  year  1662, 
incorporated  for  that  end,  at  the  head  of  which  was  his  Royal  Highiiefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
joined  with  many  pcrfons  of  rank  and  diflinftion.  This  Company  undertook  to  fupply  our 
Wefl  India  plantations  with  three  thoufand  negroes  annually. 

If  this  itew  Company's  accounts  are  to  be  relied  on,  it  feems  that  whilft  the  trade  was  laid 

open  in  the  times  of  the  late  ciril  wars,  our  forts  on  tlie  Guinea  coafl  were  demojifhed  by 

^oth  Dutch  and  Danes,  thereby  ruining  the  fecond  Company's  flock,  and  taking,  of^hcir's. 

Vol.  II.  3  O  and 
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1662  and  of  feparate  traders  fliips  and  goods^  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  thoufand  poundfr 
fierling. 

This  new  Company,  fupported  by  the  King's  brother,  &c,  and  knowing  the  King's  incli-r 
nations  to  make  war  againft  the  Dutch,  afterwards  got  Sir  Robert  Holmes  to  be  fent  out  witb 
a  fquadron  of  fourteen  ihips  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  for  attacking  tlie  Dutch  forts^  &c.  prior 
to  a  formal  declaration  of  war : — of  which  more  in  its  place. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  year.  King  Charles  fent  Admiral  Lawfon  to  Algiers,  w1k>  obliged 
that  piratical  {late,  and  alfo  thofe  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  to  fign  articles  of  pacification,  which, 
they  kept  juft  fo  long  as  they  flood  in  fear  of  our  fliips  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean. 

In  this  fam^  year  1662,  the  Chinefe  expelled  the  Hollanders  from  the  ifland  of  Formofa  ott. 
that  coaft.     The  Dutch,  according  to  fome  authors,  had  taken  Formofa  from  the  Portuguefe, 
in  the  year  1635.  The  ports  of  that  ifland  were  extremely  commodious  for  their  China  and^a* 
pan  trades  :  yet  Candidius^  a  Dutch  clergyman's  account,  in  Churchill's  voyages,  is  very  dif-» 
ferent  from  this. 

He  fays,  *'  the  Dutch  had  built  a  fort  in  one  of  the  iflands  called  Pehou,  near  the  mouth 
"  of  the  great  river  Chincheo,  in  China ;  from  whence  they  intercepted  the  Chinefe  trading  to 
"  the  Philippines.    This  obliged  the  Chinefe  to  agree  with  the  Dutch  to  grant  them  thehar- 

hour  of  Tagowang  in  Formofa,  in  lieu  of  the  other,  where  they  might  build  a  fot;^,  whence 

they  traded  with  the  Chinefe,  till  difpofleiledas  above." 

Connecticut,  a  province  of  New  England,  had  its  firft  charter,  dated  April  23,  1^2,  being 
the  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  IL    It  is  one  of  the  fix  charter  colonies  of  the  continent  of 
Britifh  America. 
z6&j      We  have  exhibited,  under  the  year  1629,  fome  fruitlefs  efforts,  from  England,  to  fettle  the 
country  then  named  Carolana,  in  North  America,  but  now  called  Carolina  ;  but  the  fucceed-* 
]ng.difcontents  in  England,  and  the  confequent  civil  wars  and  confufions,'  occafioned  Caro-*' 
lina  to  remain  unfettled  till  two  years  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  when 
that  King  granted  his  firft  charter  by  the  modern  name  of  Carolina,  dated  the  24th  day  of- 
March  1662 — 3,  viz. 

*^  To  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  the  Lord  Craven,  theLord 
**  Berkley,  the  Lord  Afhley,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Sir  George  Carteret,  ViceCham- 
"  berlain  ;  Sir  William  Berkley,  and  Sir  John  Colleton  :*'  whofc  eight  names,  given  to  feve- 
ralof  its  rivers  and  counties,^  will  probably  be  remembered  there  to  tlie  end  of  time.  "  The 
*'  limits  of  this  their  firft  charter  run  from  the  thirty-fixth  degree  of  north  latitude,  being  the 
"  ibuth  end  of  modern  Virginia,  to  the  thirty-firft  degree,  or  fouth  end  of  modern  Georgia, 
**  along  the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  and  ftretching  weftward,  without  limitation,  to  the  South  Seas. 
**  This  land,  which  the  King^  in  his  charter,  declares  to  be  a  part  of  his  dominions  in  A- 

merica,  he  grants  them,  in  abfolute  propriety,  with  all  loyal  minesj  filheries,  &c.  paying  a 

quit-rent  of  twenty  marks  yearly." 

A  Dutdiman  fets  up  the  firft  Wire  Mill  that  had  ever  been  in  England,  at  Sheen,  near  Rich- 
mond. 

.  A  ftatute  of  this  fifteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  i.  direfts,  "  the  repairing 
"  of  the  highways  in  the  counties  of  Hcrtfotd,.  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon  ;  much  worn  by 
the  many  great  loads  drawn  by  waggons^  with  barley  and  malt,  to  Ware,  and  alfo'of  goodsfrom 
>ii»rwich,  Bury,  Lincoln,  &c«    Thefe  are,  I  conceive,  the  firft  Toll  Gates  ereSed  by  law 
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1663  in  England;  which  were  to  be  for  Hertfordfliirc,  at  Wadefmill ;  Cambridgefliire,  at  Caxton  ; 
and  for  Huntingdonfhire,  at  Stilton. 

By  an  a£t  of  |Parliament  of  the  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  xv.  Forregu* 
lating  the  Trade  of  Silk-throwing,  it  is  recited,  "  That  the  filk-throwers  of  London  having, 
•*  petitioned  ihe  Parliament  for  an  enlargement  of  their  former  charter,  they  therein  repre- 
**  fent,  that  above  forty  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children  are  employed  therein.'*  And 
it  was  thereby  ena£ted,  "  That  none  fhould  fet  up  that  trade,  but  fuch  as  fhould  hav« 
<*•  ferved  feven  years  apprenticefhip  to  it,  and  ftiould  make  themfelves  free  of  that  Company, 
*•  &c." 

The  Parliament,  in  this  fame  year  1663,  cap.  xlv.  fettled  the  revenues  of  the  Poft  Office, 
:and  of  the  Wine  Licenfes,  on  the  Duke  of  York,  the  King's  only  brother  ;  which  revenues 
■were  afterwards  confiderably  increafed  :  they  were  now,  by  moft  authors,  reckoned  together 
to  bring  in  twenty-one  thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  Yet  the  following  provifo  of  this  fame 
aft,  verlyatim,  (hews  they  were  much  miftaken,  viz.  **  Nothing  herein  contained  (hall  make 
-**  void  the  grant  made  by  his  Majefty  to  Daniel  O'Neale,  Efq;  of  the  office  of  Poftmafter  Ge- 
**  neral  for  four  one-half  years,  from  Lady-day  1663,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty-one 
**  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  for  all  the  faid  term,  except  the  laft  quarter,  which  is  paid 
**  aforehand,  fo  as  the  faid  rents  be  paid  unto  his  faid  Highnefs  James  Duke  of  York." 

In  the  year  1653,  the  Poft  Office  revenue,  as  we  have  already  obfervcd,  was  let  to  farm  for 
ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly  :  yet  I  cannot  perceive  upon  what  grounds  Dr.  D'Avcnant,  in  his 
Effay  on  the  public  Revenue  and  Trade  of  England,  part  i.  p^  125,  in  the  year  1698,  could 
remark,  *'  that  for  years  this  Poft  Office  revenue  hardly  bore  its  own  expence,"  unlefs  he 
meant  the  times  anterior  to  the  faid  year  1653.  But  he  adds,  **  That  then"  (viz.  in  1698,) 
«'  it  had  been  fo  much  improved,  under  a  management,  as  that  its  grofs  produce,  by  a  medium 
^*  of  three  years,  amounted,  per  annum,  to  about  ninety  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty 
**  pounds  fifteen  (hillings." 

Every  reader  may  not,  perhaps,  know  that  by  the  word  Management,  is  meant  the  Govern- 
ment's making  the  moft  of  it,  in  contradiftinftion  to  farming  it  at  a  fum  certain  ;  and  that  by 
grofs  produce,  is  meant  the  income,  without  dedu^ling  the  charge  of  management. 

By  cap.  xvii.  of  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1663,  for  tl>e  encouragement 
of  trade,  it  was  enafled,  that  when  wheat  fhould  be  currently  fold  in  England  for  forty-eight 
Ihillings  per  quarter,  or  fix  (hillings  per  bufhel,  and  other  grain  in  proportion,  then  wheat 
and  the  other  kinds  of  grain  might  be  exported.  And  that  when  the  before  named  kinds  of 
grain  exceed  the  faid  prices,  they  may  be  freely  imported,  paying  five  (liillings  and  four  pence 
cuftom  and  poundage,  per  quarter  of  wheat,  &c. 

By  this  fame  ftatute  it  was  enafted,  **  That,  for  the  further  improvement  of  former  navi- 
**  gation  afiks,  no  merchandize  of  the  growth,  produftion,  or  manufafture  of  Europe,  (hall 
<*  be  imported  into  any  of  the  Englifh  plantations  or  faftories  in  Afia,  Africa,  or  America, 
"  Tangier  only  excepted,  but  what  (hall  be  laden  in  England,  and  in  Engli(h  built  (hipping, 
"  and  navigated  by  at  leaft  three-fourths  Engli(h  mariners.:  and  (hall  be  carried  to  thofe 
*«  places  direftly  from  England,  and  no  where  elfe ;  on  forfeiture  of  (hips  and  ladings.  Ex- 
"  cepting,  however,  fait  for  the  filheries  of  New  England  and  Newfoundland;  and  wines 
**  from  the  Madeira  and  the  Azores,  fervants,  visuals  and  horfcs  from  Scotland  or  Ireland. 
«'  Andthat  none  of  tlieproduft  of  the  Englifli  plantations,  viz.  fugar,  tobacco,  cotton,  gin- 

3  O  2  **  ger, 
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1663  "  ger,  fuftick,  and  other  drugs,  fliall  be  carried  any  where,  except  to  other  Englflx  plan  ta- 
*•  lions,  till  they  be  firft  landed  in  England,  under  forfeiture  of  Ibips  and  cargoes."  And 
here  the  word  Ireland  was  firft  left  out,  though  inferted  in  the  twelfth  of  this  King,  cap.  xviii* 
feft.  9. 

**  And  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Herring  and  North  Sea,  Iceland  and  Wcftmony  fiftie- 
''  rics  ;  no  frefh  herring,  cod,  haddock,  &c.  ihall  be  imported  into  England,  but  in  Englilb 
**  built  fliips,  navigated,  &c,  as  before." 

*'  And  forafmuch  as  the  planting  of  tobacca  in  England  doth  continually  increafe,  not^ 

**  withflanding  the  aft  of  the  twelfth  year  of  this  King,  cap.  xxxiv.  a  further  penalty  of  teit 

pounds  is  laid  for  every  rood  or  pole  of  land  fo  planted,  either  in  England,  Ireland,  Jer- 

fey,  or  Guernfey  : — excepting,  however,  tobacco  planted  in  the  phyfic-gardens  of  either 

**  Univerfity,  or  in  other  private  gardens  for  fui^ery,  fo  as  the  quantity  fo  planted  exceed  not 

**  half  a  pole  of  land  in  any  one  garden." 

By  a  claufe  in  the  fald  aft  of  Parliament,  we  have  the  firft  public  or  legal  licence  for  the  ex* 
portation  of  foreign  coin  and  bullion,  for  the  benefit  of  commerce ;  in  the  remarkable  words^ 
following,  viz. 

♦*  And  forafmuch  as  feverable  confiderable  and  advantageous  trades  cannot  be  conveniently 
*^  .driven  and  carried  on  without  the  fpecies  of  money  and  bullion,  and  that  it  is  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  they  are  carried  in  greateft  abundance,  as  to  a  common  market,  to  fuch  places 
as  give  free  liberty  for  exporting  the  fame ;  and  the  better  to  keep  in  and  increafe  the  cur- 
'*  rent  coins  of  this  kingdom  :  be  it  enafted,  that  it  ihall  be  lawful  to  export  out  of  any  cuf- 
•*  tom-houfe  or  port  of  England,  all  forts  of  foreign  coin  or  bullion  of  gold  or  filver,  firft  en* 
••  tering  the  fame  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  without  paying  any  duty  or  cuftom  for  the  fame." 

It  is  ftrange  that  our  legidature  ihould  be  fo  late  in  coming  into  this  meafure,  when  it  was 
fo  much  earlier  praftifed  by  other  wife  and  mercantile  nations  :  bullion  and  foreign  coin  being 
undoubtedly  to  be  deemed  in  commerce  as  much  a  mercantile  commodity  as  any  other  inftru- 
ment  of  commerce  whatever.  Mr.  Thomas  Munn,-  in  his  judicious  oftavo  treatife,  entitled^ 
England's  Treafure  by  foreign  Trade,  publifhed  in  die  year  1664,  has  fully  fliewn  of  what  be- 
nefit the  free  exportation  of  money  was  in  Tufcany,  under  the  year  1630.  He  has  alfo  no 
lefs  clearly  evinced  the  abfurdity  of  the  old  Englifli  laws  for  obliging  merchant-ftrangers  im- 
porting goods  into  England,  to  lay  out  their  produce  in  the  commodities  of  our  realm  :  as 
alfo  the  laws  for  obliging  all  merchants  exporting  corn,  fifli,  ammunition,  &c.  to  bring  home 
money  or  bullion  in  return  :  and,  in  fine,  **  that  nothing  but  an  over-balance  in  foreign  trade, 
••  or  our  exporting  more  in  value  of  our  own  produft  and  manufafture,  than  we  import 
•'  of  thofe  of  other  nations,  can  cither  increafe  our  bullion,  or  even  keep  what  we  have 
««  already." 

Mr.  Polexfen,  however,  an  able  and  ftrenuous  opponent  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  in  his  ac- 
count of  that  trade,  in  the  year  1696,  on  the  other  hand,  remarks,  "  that  till  the  licence 
granted  by  this  aft,  to  export  foreign  coin  and  bullion,  the  Eaft  India  Company  did  not  ex- 
port above  forty  thouland  pounds  in  bullion  yearly  :  but  now  it  began  to   be  exported  in 
•*  much  greater  quantities  ;  and  that  it  was  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
per  annum,  taking  any  number  of  years  when  the  trade  was  carried  on   without  any  great 
obftruftion."     Yet  pofllbly  that  Company  might  before  have  exported  much  more  than  for- 
ty thoufand  pounds,  though  they  did  it  clandeftinely  till  tliis  law  gave  permilfion. 

In 
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1663      In  the  fame  ftatute  of  the  fifteenth  of  Charles  the  Second,  there  is  tlie  following  claufe,  viz. 

**  That  whereas  a  great  part  of  the  richcft  and  beft  land  of  England  cannot  fo  well  be  other- 
**  wife  employed  as  in  the  feeding  and  fattening  of  cattle,  and  that  by  the  coming  in  of  late 
*•  of  vaft  numbers  of  cattle  from  beyond-fea,  already  fattened,"  meaning  from  Ireland,  *•  fuch 
♦'  lands  are,  in  many  places,  much  fallen  in  rents  and  values,  to  the  great  impoverilhment  of 
**  this  kingdom  ;  it  was  now  enafted.  That  for  every  head  of  great  cattle  imported,  except 
•*  the  breed  of  Scotland,  between  the  firft  of  July  and  twentieth  of  December,  in  any  year  j 
**  and  of  the  breed  of  Scotland,  between  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft  and  twentieth  of  De- 
•*  cember,  in  any  year,  there  Ihall  be  paid  or  forfeited  twenty  (hillings  to  the  King,  and  alfo 
**  ten  Ihillings  to  him  that  fliall. inform  or  feize  the  fame,  and  other  ten  (hillings  to  the  poor 
•*  of  the  pari(h  where  fuch  fcizure  (hall  be  made  :  and  for  every  (heep  fo  imported  ten  (hillings  ; 
**  to  be  recovered  and  levied  in  manner  aforefaid/'  This  aft  was  to  continue  no  longer  in  force 
than  to  the  end  of  the  firft  fe(rion  of  the  next  Parliament;  but  has  fince  been  made  perpetual. 

We  (hall  here  only  remark,  that  the  tiation,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  has  fince  oftentimes 
had  ground  to  repent  the  fo  far  obliging  the  grazing  counties  by  fuch  reftraints,  to  the  preju* 
dice  of  the  reft  of  the  kingdom. 

Two  other  well-intended  ftatutes  were  made  in  this  fame  year  1663,  viz.  cap.  xv.  for  ther 
encouragement  of  the  linen  and  tapeftry  maiiufaftures  of  England,  and  difcouragement  of  the 
very  great  importation  of  foreign  linen  and  tapeftry.  And,  cap.  xvi.  for  regulating  the  pack- 
V  ing  of  herrings.  It  was  alfo  thereby  enafted,  that,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fpawn  of  fi(h, 
at  the  ifles  of  Iceland  and  Weftmony,  no  fliip  (hall  fail  thither  until  the  tenth  of  March,  in; 
any  year. — Neither,  (hall  there  be  taken  any  toll,  or  other  duty,  at  Newfoundland,  for  any. 
filh  caught  there. 

By  this  time,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had  taken  from  the  Portuguefe,  in  India,  ther 
beft  places  they  had  formerly  held  there,  viz.  fuch  as  Cananor,  Cranganor,  Cochin,  Cou- 
lang,  &c.  now  leaving  the  Portuguefe  only  Goa,  Diu,  and  a  few  other  petty  places,  of  little 
confequence  in  commerce. 

Before  we  clofe  this  year  1663,  we  cannot  forget  to  do  juftice  to  an  excellent  little  treatife  on 
commerce,  publiflicd  this  year  by  Samuel  Fortrey,  Efq.  entitled,  England's  Intcreft  and  Im- 
provement; which,  in  only  forty-three  fmall  duodecimo  pages,  treats  moft  judicioufly  of  all 
the  principal  branches  of  our  foreign  and  domeftic  commerce. — Of  the  benefit  of  incrcafing  our 
induftrious  people  by  naturalization ;— tho  improvement  oFour  lands  by  inclofures,  and  the  breed- 
ing of  cattle; — of  the  exportation  of  horfcs ; — the  improvement  of  mines  ; — our  manufaftures  ; 
ourfi(heries; — of  difcou raging  the  wear  of  foreign  manufaftures,  more  cfpecially  the  French 
ones,  whereby  that  country  gets  fo  great  a  balance  from  us  ; — of  the  benefit  of  the  Aft  of  Na- 
vigation ; — and  of  our  foreign  plantations  ; — the  regulation  of  our  coin  ; — the  lowering  the  in- 
tereft  of  money,  &c.  A  treatife,  which,  though  written  above  one  hundred  years  ago,  will 
bear  reading  over  even  at  this  day :  which  can  fcarccly  be  faid  of  any  other  on  this  fubjeft,  of 
fo  old  a  date,  unlcfs  it  be  the  before-quoted  treatife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mann,  printed  in  oftavo^ 
in  the  year  1664. 

Rhode  Ifland,  and  Providence  Plantation,  two  provinces  of  New  England,  had  this  year  a 
charter,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  whole  freemen  or  inhabitants 
of  each  colony,  empowered  to  cleft  their  own  reprefcntativcs  ;  the  laft  of  which  elcfts  its  go-" 
vernor  and  council.     The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  in  January 
1733-4,  obfervcs  of  thefe  two  colonies,  and  of  Connefticut, 

q  ^'  That 
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1663      **  That  almoft  the  whole  power  of  the  crown  is  delegated  to  the  people  :  and,  as  their  char- 
'*  ters  are  wordedy  they  can,  SHid  do  make  laws,  even  without  their  govern<5rs  confent,  and 

.  ^*  diredtly  contrary  to  their  opinions  ;  no  negative  voice  being  refcrved  to  them  as  governors, 
•*  in  the  faid  charter."  This  was  carelcfsly  granted  by  a  very  caFelefs  monarch  ;  and  is  what 
no  wife  miniftry  nor  council  would- have  deliberately  advifed. 
^664  In  the  year  1664,  the  Englifti  again  took  poffefGon  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Lucia,  or,  as  foroe  call 
it,  St.  Alouzie;  having  prcvioufly  treated  with  the  native  Caribbeans  for  the  purchafe  of  it, 
fays  the  author  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  whom,  neverthclcfs,  we  muft  very  cau- 
tioufly  truft  on  many  occafions.  Five  (hips  of  war  carried  thither  about  fifteen  hundred  men; 
who,  being  joined  by  fix  hundred  Caribbeans,  in  fevcn teen  canoes,  had  the  ifland  fort  yielded 
up  to  them,  without  refiflancc,  on  condition  that  the  French  governor  and  his  garrifon,  of 
only  fourteen  men,  fhould,  with  their  artillery  and  baggage,  be  efcorted  to  Martinico.  Yet, 
it  feems,  two  years  after,  the  Engliih,  for  want  of  fupplies,  abandoned  it  again,  and  burned  their 
fort;  although,  but  two  days  after  they  were  gone,  a  bark  with  neceflkries  arrived  there,  from 
Xord  Willoughby,  governor  x)f  Barbadoes.  In  the  treaties  between  King  Charles  and  King 
James  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  French  court,  and  in  thofc  of  Ryfwick  and  Utrecht,  there  are 
general  ftipulations  for  the  reiloring- to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  all  iflands  and  countries 
which  may  have  been  conquered  by  France,  and  fuch  as  had  been  in  the  pofleffion  of  tlie 
King  of  Great  Britain  before  fuch  refpeftlvje  war  began!  But  fuch  general  fiipulations  figni* 
fied  little  with  the  French. 

This  ifland  had,  at  various  times,  been  inhabited  by. both  Englifh  and  French  planters,  at 

.one  and  the  fame  time  in  feveral  parts  of  it :  and  fo  it  remained  till  about  the  year  17 19,  when 
we  ihall  again  refume  its  further  hiftory. 
In  Mr.  Munn's  valuable  treaties,  named,  England's  Treafure  by  Foreign  Trade,  publiflied 

.'in  the  year  1664,  p.  1779  he  relates,  that  there  was  in  thofe  times  exported,  one  year  with 

.  another,  to  the  value  of  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  our  native  commodi- 
ties,    "  So  that,"  fays  he,  "if  we  were  not  too  much  afFefted  to  pride,  monftrous  fafhions, 

'  ^*  and  riot,  above  all  other  nations,  a  million  and  an  half  of  our  money  might  plentifully  fup- 
**  ply  our  unncceflary  wants,  as  I  may  term  them,  of  filks,  fugars>  fpices,  fruits,  &c.  So 
•*  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  might  be  yearly  treafured  up  in  tnoney,  to  make  the  king- 
"  dom  exceeding  rich  and  powerful  in  a  Ihort  time." — Bat  this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  at 

that  time  :  for,  by  a  report  of  Dr.  Charles  D'Avenant,  infpeftor-general  of  the  cuftoms,  our 
imports,  in  the  year  1662,  amounted  to  — ^  —  *-  ;£^«4>oi6,oi9 

And  our  exports,  to  —  ~  —  —  -•  2,022,812 


'So  that  the  balance  againft  us  was  no  lefs  than  —  —  —        ^- 1>993>207 

A  moft  melancholy  account,  truly  ;  more  efpecially  as  coming  from  this  able  autlior,  who 
•poflefled  that  important  office  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne. 

In  the  third  volume  of  the  Englifh  oftavo  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce, 
publilhed  in  the  year  1732,  in  fo\ir  volumes,  we  find  a  treaty  between  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond of  England,  and  James  Duke  of  Courland,  in  1664,  concerning  Tobago,  one  of  the 
Caribbee  ifles,  in  America  ;  in  the  title  of  this  treaty  faid  to  have  been  difcovered,  cultivated, 
and  fortified  by  that  Duke's  fuhjcfls,  till  they  were  difpoflcflcd  by  the  Dutch,  upon  whicli  the 
Puke  fubniitted  it  to  King  Charles's  proteftion,  and  held  it  by  way  of  grant  from  the  crown 
lof  England. 

«  I.  The 
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1664^^  '*  L  The  Kiag  grants-to  the  Duke  and  his  fucceflbrs,  full  liberty  of  trade  and  commerce 
'*  for  fuch  (hips  as  properly  belonged  to  him  and  his  heirs»  (but  not  to  thofe  of  his  fubjefts) 
^^  in  any  rivers* or  havens  within  his  Majcfty*s  dominions  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  for  goods 
^*  not  exceeding  twelve  thoufand  pounds  in  value :  and  may  build  ilore-houfes,  under  pro- 
"  te£tion  of  the  King's  forts  there. 

"  II,  In  confideration  whereof,  the  Duke  makes  over  to  that  King  his  fort  of  St.  Andrew, 
**  on  the  Guinea  coaft,  and  all  his  other  forts  there,  together  with  their  guns  and  ammuni- 
**  tion ;  the  Duke's  paying  three  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  or  exported. 

*'  III.  On  the  other  hand.  King  Charles  grants  to  the  Duke  and  his  heirs  the  above-named 
*^  ifle  of  Tobago,  ^o  be  enjoyed  by  him  under  that  King's  protedlion  : — Provided  the  Duke 
^^  Ihall  fufFer  none  otliers  but  the  fubjefts  of  the  King  and  him  to  remain  on  that  ifland. 

**  IV.  The  Duke  further  agrees,  that  neither  he,  nor  his  heirs,  nor  his  fubjefts,  fhall  ex- 
^  port  any  of  the  produ£l  of  that  ifland,  nor  import,  otherwife  than  out  of  or  into  fome  ports 
•*  belonging  either  to  England  or  Courland,  or  the  port  of  the  city  of  Dantzick. 

**  V.  And,  in  return  for  the  protcftion  of  England,  whenever  the  King  fliall  be  at  war 
**  with  any  nation  but  Poland,  the  Dukes  of  Courland,  when  required,  Ihall,  at  their 'Cofl, 
**  furnifli  one  good  ihip  of  war  of  forty  cannon,  to  be  fent  to  fuch  port  as  the  King^fhali 
^'  name,  for  one  year  at  a  time,  to  be  manned,  viAualled,  and  paid  by  his  Majefty." 

Yet  Holland  foon  after  got  poileiCon  of  Tobago,  in  her  then  war  with  England,  which  fhe 
held  till  the  year  1672. 

This  treaty  is  fo  far  of  ufc  at  prefent,  as  to  teftify,  that  a  Dbke  of  Courland  did  once  make  ' 
fome  figure  in  foreign  commerce,  and  had.  fome  maritime  force  at  command,  as  we  have  al- 
ready obferved,  under  the  year  1637,  though  not  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  his  commercial 
acquifitions  without  the  proteftion  of  England,  or  of  fome  other  powerful  ftatev     It  may  alfo 
fcrve  to  illuftrate  the  crown  of  Great  Britain's  original  right  to  that  ifland. 

In  this  fame  year,  die  Englifli  clergy  voluntarily  refigned  the  power  they  had  enjoyed  for  fo 
many  ages  of  taxing  themfelyes  in  their  own  convoc:ation. 

In  the  troublefome  times  preceding  the  rcftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  then 
clergy,  having  no  proxies  nor  regular  convocations,  fabmitted  to  be  taxed  with  the  laity ;  and 
the  court  finding  that  method  eafier,  and,  perhaps  too,  bringing  in  a  better  revenue,  was  glad 
to  accept  of  this  rcfignation  :  whereby,  however,  the  convocations  of  the  clergy  have  greatly 
loft  their  former  weight  with  tlie  crown. 

King  Charles  of  Englan^r  on  making  war  with  the  Dutch,  had  defigned,  as  before-men- 
tioned, to  drive  that  people  out  of  New  Nidderland,  fince  named  New  York ;  where,  and  alfo 
in  the  country  fince  called  New  Jerfey,  (by  the  Dutch,  New  Belgia)  they  had  neftled,  and 
greatly  improved.  Our  King  therefore  made  a  grant  thereof  to  the  Duke  of  York ;  and,  even 
fome  months  before  the  declaration  of  war,  he  fent  thither  Sir  Robert  Carr,  with  a  fquadron 
of  (hips,  and  three  thoufand  land-forces.  They  landed  at  the  entrance  into  Hudfon's  River, 
sn.1  immediately  attacked  the  town  of  New  Amfterdam,  fince  called  the  city  of  New  York>  and 
took  it  without  any  difficulty,  the  Dutch  there  not  knowing  of  any  rupture  with  England.— 
The  Englilh  found  the  houfes  of  that  city  handfomely  built  of  brick  and  ftone :  and  its  fitua- 
tion  being  on  an  ifland,  before  tlie  entrance  of  the  faid  river,  on  an  high  land,  it  makes  a  beau- 
tiful  appearance  from  the  fea.  It  has. fince  been  much  enlarged  and  improved,  fo  as  to  be  juftly 
deemed  the  third  city  of  Britifli  America,  Bofton  and  Philadelphia  being  the  firft  and  fecond, 
as  Charlcftown,  in  South  Carolina,  is  defervedly  cfteemed  the  fourth  in  dignity.  The  major 
*  part 
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1664  part  of  the  Dutch  at  New  York  remained  there,  as  the  great  number  of  Dutch  names  to  !)• 

found  even  at  this  day  in  that  city  and  province  fufficiently  teftify  -,  and  thofe  who  defircd  tp 
remove,  were  permitted  to  take  their  efFcfts  with  them,  the  province  being  foon  re-peopled 
with  Englifh. 

Fort  Orange,  fince  named  New  Albany,  the  Duke  of  York's  Scotch  title,  a  great  way  up 
Hudfon's  River,  was  foon  reduced,  as  were  alfo  Staten  Ifland,  Long  Ifland,  &c.  And  the 
firft  Ehglilh  governor,  Colonel  Nichols,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  who  concluded  a  league 
with  the  famous  Five,  fince  named  Six  Indian  Nations  of  the  Iroquois,  behind  this  province; 
which  league  was  recognized  by  France  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  France  engaged  tQ 
obferve  peace  witli  thofe  Indian  nations  as  inviolably  as  with  the  Englilh  of  this  province, 
which  extended  north-weftward  into  the  country  for  two  hundred  miles  to  Lake  Champlain, 
although  the  French  afterwards  encroached  on  our  territory,  by  building  of  forts  near  that 
lake  :  but  its  breadth  on  the  fea-coaft  is  not  above  thirty  miles. 

New  York  province  has  long  been  one  of  the  moft  profperous  colonies  on  that  continent ; 
I3^hich  fomc,  in  part,  afcribe  to  that  fpirit  of  frugality  that  the  Dutch  carried  thither,  and 
which  is  faid  to  be  feen  amongft  them,  in  fome  degree,  even  at  this  day.  The  New  Yorkers 
export  to  our  fugar  iflands  great  quantities  of  flour,  peas,  bifcuit,  bacon,  butter,  pork,  &c. 
and  return  home  from  thence  with  fugar,  molafTes,  rum,  cotton,  ginger,  pimento,  &c.  and 
alfo  Spanifti  money  ;  witli  which  they  pay  Great  Britain  for  all  the  various  neceflaries  they  re- 
ceive from  thence. 

King  Charles  the  Second  of  England,  having,  in  his  faid  grant  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of 
York,  in  the  year  1664,  of  the  country  till  then  poffcfled  by  the  Dutch,  and  named  New 
Nidderland,  now  New  York,  extended  it  as  far  fouch  as  to  comprehend  the  country  fince 
»amed  New  Jerfey :  the  Duke  of  York,  in  the  fame  year,  re-granted  part  of  the  faid  country 
to  the  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret ;  and  the  latter's  family  being  from  our  ifle  of 
Jerfey,  in  the  Britifh  Channel,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  New  Jerfey,  and  Eaft  and  Weft  New 
Jerfey.  Lord  Berkley  afligned  his  part  to  William  Penn,  and  three  others,  as  did  afterwards 
Sir  George  Carteret  to  Penn,  and  eleven  others,  in  the  year  168 1.  The  before-named  aflig- 
iiecs  fold  many  ihares  to  the  Earl  of  Perth,  Sir  George  M*Kenzie,  and  many  other  Scots. — 
Many  of  the  Scots  being  foon  after  perfecuted  for  their  religious  opinions,  went  and  fettled 
there  ;  and,  amongft  others,  the  famous  Mr.  Robert  Barclay,  who  might  not  improperly  be 
termed  the  apoftle  of  the  Quakers,  went  thither  as  governor,  with  his  family.  In  1683, 
Lord  Neil  Campbell,  fon  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyll,  fucceeded  him  as  governor  of  Eaft  Jerfey. 
So  that  New  Jerfey  continued  to  be  two  feparate  proprietary  governments  till  1702;  when, 
as  will  be  feen  under  the  next  century,  they  were  united  under  one  regal  government. 

In  this  year  1664,  and  in  the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  his  able  minifter  Colbert, 
commenced  his  deep-laid  fchemes  for  the  advancement  of  the  commerce,  manufaftures,  and 
naval  power  of  that  moiiarchy,  the  foundation  whereof  had  been  laid  by  the  great  Richlieu.— 
For  which  purpofc,  he  granted  numberlcfs  immunities,  indulgences,  premiums,  pcnfions, 
proteftions,  &c.  to  foreign  artifts,  artificers,  manufafturers,  &c.  from  all  parts,  to  fettle  with 
their  families  and  workmen  in  France.  He  got  his  King  to  appropriate  a  million  of  livres 
annually  for  the  improvement  of  the  woollen  manufafture  alone.  And  it  is  generally  believed 
that  it  was  firft  owing  to  Colbert  that  the  raifchievous  prafticc  of  wooling,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
termed,  that  is,  the  running  of  our  Englifli  and  Irifti  wool  into  France,  was  firft  fet  on  foot ; 

whereby 
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1664  whereby  they  gradually  brought  forward  their  prefent  great  woollen  manufafture ;  having,  till 
this  time,  been  chiefly  fuppUed  with  that  manufafture  from  England. 

So  far,  likewife,  had  the  culture  of  raw-fiik  been  improved,  fo  earty  in  this  King's  reign, 
X)n  the  plan  of  his  grandfather,  King  Henry  IV.  that  the  perfon  employed  by  Colbert  for  this 
end,  did,  in  this  fame  year,  produce  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  it  raifed  in  France,  faid  to 
/have  been  better  than  that  of  Avignon,  or  even  Meffina. 

In  this  fame  year  1664,  notvvithftanding  former  fruitlefs  attempts,  France  erefted  an  exclu- 
live  Eaft  IndiaCompanyfor  fifty  years,  on  the  ruins  of  a  China  Company,  erefted  in  1660, 
which  came  to  nothing  foon  after.  Their  limits  being  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  eaft- 
ward,  to  the  furtheft  Indies  ,  and  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  Le  Maire  wcflward,  into 
all  the  South  Seas.  Which  Company's  immunities,  &c.  were  much  augmented  in  the  year 
'following.  It  was  to  be  under  the  government  of  twenty-one  direftors  ;  twelve  whereof  were 
for  Paris,  and  nine  for  the  fea-ports.  Soon  after,  they  poflefled  and  fortified  Pondicherry,  on 
•the  Coromandel  coaft,  which  has  fince  been  their  capital  fettlemeiit ;  their  principal  trade  oti 
that  coaft  being  in  muflins  and  callicoes,  of  many  various  kinds.  Yet,  partly  from  the  diffi- 
culties of  fettling  a  trade  by  any  nation  before  unacquainted  with  India,  and^  partly  by  their 
war  with  the  Dutch  in  tiiat  country,  they  did  not  profpcr  for  a  great  number  of  years  after 
this  time. 

In  the  fame  year  1664,  Colbert,  on  the  ruins  of  their  former  Canada  and  Weft  India  Com- 
rpanies,  creftcd  a  new  cxclufive  Weft  India  one,  for  forty  years.     *'  Its  limits  being, 

**  Firft,  That  part  of  the  continent  of  South  America  lying  between  the  rivers  of  Amazons 
**  and  Oronooko,  with  the  adjacent  iflands. 

"  Secondly,  In  North  America,  all  Canada,  down  to  and  behind  Virginia  and  Florida.— 
"  And, 

*•  Thirdly,  AH  the  coaft  of  Africa  from  Cape  Verde,  fouth  ward,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. '^ 

Colbert  faw  iiow  much  the  Dutch  had  increafed  their  power  and  wealth  by  their  extended 
commerce,  although  France,  which  naturally  abounded  with  all  things,  was  in  a  manner  dcf- 
♦titute.  of  commerce  and  naval  ft rength.  He  therefore  got  King  Louis  to  make  him  protcftor 
of  both  thofe  companies,  to  whom  he  lent  fix  millions,  without  intereft.  Mr,  Voltaire,  in 
liis  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  fays,  that,  from  the  year  1635  to  1665,  the  colonics  of  Mai;tinico, 
Canada,  &c.  had  been  in  a  languifhing  ftate,  and  rather  chargeable  than  profitable:  but  that 
now,  {ie,  1665)  they  began  to  flourilh.  And  that,  in  the  faid  year  1664,  his  King  fent  a 
frefh  colony  to  Cayenne  ifland,  firft  fettled  on  by  France  in  the  year  1635;  and  another  colony 
in  that  fame  year  to  Madagafcar,  which  had  been  fettled  on  by  France  in  1650,  but  afterwards  de- 
ferted :  yet,  ten  years  after,  Louis  reverfed  all  thefe  grants  to  that  company,  and  laid  the  trade 
open  to  all  his  fubjefts. 

In  this  year,  King  Charles  the  Second  of  England -made  war  on  the  United  Netherlands, 
in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  without  a  formal  declaration  of  it  till  fome  months  after.— 
For  which  no  other  certain  grounds  arc  generally  afligned  by  hiftorians,  than  jealoufy  on  ac- 
count of  rivalfliip  for  commerce  and  naval  power  ;  fet  on  likewife  fecretly,  as  it  is  faid,  by  the 
arts  of  the  French  court  and  of  Rome,  for  the  weakening  of  both  fides. 

The  Englifli  fleet,  tinder  Admiral  Holmes,  takes  fevcral  forts  near  Cape  Verde  from  the 

Dutch,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  African  Company,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  Duke 

of  York;  which  forts  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruytcr  retook  the  fame  year.     Holmes  alfo 

tfrefted  a  new  fort  at  the  mouth  of  tlic  river  Gambia,  and  named  it  James  Fort,  which  we  ftill 

Vol.  II.  3  P  hold. 
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1664  hofd.  Thence  failing  fouthward,  he  took  all  the  Dutch  forts  on  the  Guinea  coaft,  except 
St.  George  del  Mina  and  Acheen  :  though  De  Ruyter  foon  regained  all  again%  Wbereupork 
the  Englilh  fleet,  commanded  in  chief  by  die  Duke  of  York,  made  prize  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  Dutch  merchant  (hips.  A  war  was  then  formally  declaredi  for  which  the  Parliament 
voted  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

What  is  already  in  all  hiftories,  and  aHb  not  very  material  for  our  fubjeft,  was,  that  thcr 
grand  fleet  of  England,  in  1665,.  confiding  of  one  hundred  and  eight  ihips  of  war,  and  four* 
teen  firelhips,  under  the  Duke  of  York,  attacked  the  Dutch  fleet,  under  Opdam,  of  one 
hundred  and  three  Ihips  of  war,  and  eleven  firelhips^  and  quite  defeated  it;  many  erf  the  latter 
being  taken j  funk,  and  burnt :  and,  in  the  fame  year,  our  fleet  took  eight  Dutch  fhips  of  war^ 
two  Eaft  India  fhips,  and  many  other  merchant  fhips. 

Had  the  Englifh  Eaft  India.Company  better  fortified  the  iflc  of  Poleron,  which  produced* 
fine  nutmegs  and  mace,  but,  according  to  others,  only  cloves,  it  had  not  been  fo  eafily  taken,, 
as  it  was  in  this  year  1664,  by  one  fingle  Dutch  (hip  from  fiatavia^     By  this  event,  the  Eng- 
li(h  were  quite  excluded  from  all  the  Spice  Iffands,  which  the  Dutch  Company  has  abfolutel^ 
pofleflTed  to  this  day. 

In  the  fahie  year  1664,  ageneral  valuation  was  made  of  the  Englifh  Ea(t  India  Company ^i 
capital,  the  market-price  on  the  Exchange  of  London  being,  then  only  feventy  pounds  per 
cent.     And  it  then  appeared,  that  their  ftock  was,  as  their  writers  fay,  inlrinficaHy  worth  oner 
hundred  and  thirty  per  cent,  and  that,  in  the^remaining. quarter  of  this  year,  and  the  compafs 
of  next  year,  they  are  faid  aftually  to  have  divided  fifty  per  cent,  profits  on  their  capital  Stocks 
But  this  feems  fomewhat  exaggerated. 

There  was  a  private  company  of  merchants  of  Dieppe,  in  Normandy,-  whOj  in  early  times^ 
had  carried  on  a  trade  to  the  river  of  Senega^  being  the  fame  with  the  great  river  Niger  of  the 
ancients,  on  tliewcft  coaft  of  Africa;  where,  by  means  of  a  fmall  fettlement  on  an  ifland,  at 
the  mouth  of  a  branch  of  that  river,  they  had  carried  on  a  confiderable  trade*    That  branch 
of  trade  fell  afterwards  to  certain  merchants  of  the  city  of  Rouen,  who,  in  this  year  1664, 
yielded  it  up  to  the  French  Weft  India  Company.     Yet,  the  laft- named  company  being  dif-^ 
folved  ten  years  afterwards,  the  old  Senegal  Company  refumed  that  commerce  till  1681,  when 
Colbert  transferred  that  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  much  larger  number  of  merchants  ;  wiiofe- 
privileges  alfo  being  thought  too  extenfive  for  their  capital  ftbck,  a  new  Guinea  Company  was' 
hereupon  erefted,  to  whom  moft  of  their  privileges  were  afligned  ;    and  yet  the  oW  Senegal- 
Company  continued  to  be  a  thriving  fociety.     A  Angle  member  whereof,  however,  in  thc~ 
year  1694,  by  their  ill«-management,  bought  out  their  privileges,  and-crefted a  new  company;- 
which  laft-namcd  company  proved  at  length  fb  unfortunate,  as  to  be  obliged  to  yield  up  their 
privileges  to  certain  rich  merchants  at  Rouen  ;  who,  with  various  fuccefs  carried  onthe  Sene* 
gal  trade  till  the  year  1718,  when  it  was  united  to  ttieEaft  India  Company. 

The  Guinea  Company,  on  the  acce(rion  of  King  Philip  V.  to  the  throne  of  Spain,'  had  ^ 
grant  of  the  Afliento  negro  trade  ;  which  trade  was,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,-  conveyed  to  tho 
South  Sea  Company.  And  thus  the  principal  commerce  of  France  was  united  to  what  they 
called  their  India  Company,  comprehending  not  only  the  Eaft  India,  the  American,  the  Gui** 
nca,  but  alfo  the  Senegal  trade,  by  the  wild  fchemes  of  the  Duke  Regent  and  Mr.  Law. 

By  an  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fixteenth  year  of  King  Cliarlcs  the  Second,  "  For 
•*  preventing  the  commanders  of  merchant  (hips  from  delivering  of  fuch  (hips  to  Turkifh  and 
^*  otlicr  pirates  without  fighting ;  whereby,"  according  to  its  preamble,  **  not  only  merchants 

^  *•  wen 
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4664  "  were  much  prejudiced  and  difcoaragcd,  but  the  hoaour  of  the  Englifti  navigation  was  likc- 
**  wife  much  diminilhed.  To  which  prafticc  fuch  commanders  were  much  encouraged  by  a 
**  praflice  ufcd  towards  them  by  thofc  pirates  ;  who,  after  they  have  taken  out  the  goods,  as 
**  an  encouragement  to  matters  of  (hips  to  yield,  do  not  only  reftore  the  fliip,  with  fuch  goods 
•*  as  are  claimed  by  mafters  or  feamen,  but  do  many  times  pay  unto  the  mailer  all  or  fome 
<«  part  of  the  freight.  It  was  therefore  now  enaftcd,  That  where  any  merchandize  fliall  be 
*^  laden  on  board  any  Engliih  (hip  of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons,  or  upwards,  mounted 
**  with  fixtecn  guns,  or  more,  if  the  maftcr  fhall  yield  up  the  faid  goods  to  any  Turkifh,  or 
<*  other  pirate,  without  fighting,  he  (hall  thenceforth  be  incapable  of  commanding  any  (hip  ; 
'*  and  the  (hip  fo  delivered  back  to  him,  and  alfo  the  goods,  (hall  be  forfeited,  to  make  good 
^^  thelofs  fuftained  by  the  owners  of  the  goods  detained  by  fuch  pirates,  pro  rata;  and  the 
***  faid  owners  to  have  their  a£tion  againft  fuch  matter  for  the  remainder. — And  if  any  Englifli 
'*  (hip,  though  it  be  under  the  faid  tonnage  and  guns,  (hall  be  yielded  up  by  the  matter  to 
*^  any  fuch  pirate,  not  having  at  leaft  double  his  number  of  guns,  without  fighting,  fuch  maf- 
^*  ter  (hall  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  aforefaid. — Alfo,  every  mariner  refufing  to  fight  fuch 
**  pirates,  when  required  by  the  matter  of  the  (hip,  (hall  forfeit  all  his  wages  and  his  cfFcfts  in 
-**  fuch  (hip,  and  (hall  be  imprifoned  for  fix  months,  and  kept  during  that  time  to  hard  la- 
**  hour.' — Moreover,  mariners  laying  violent  hands  on  their  .matter,  to  hinder  him  from  fight- 
**  ing  fuch  pirates,  Ihall  fuffer  death  as  felons. — Mafters  or  mariners  wounded  in  defence  of 
*^  their  (hip  from  pirates,  (hall,  on  their  return  home  with  their  (hip,  receive  a  compenfation 
"**  from  the  owners  of  the  (hips  and  goods,  not  exceeding  two  percent,  of  the  value  of  the 
faid  (hip  and  goods  fo  defended,  to  be  dittributed  amongft  the  captain,  matter,  officers,  and 
•*  feamen,  of  fuch  (hip,  or  the  widows  and  children  of  the  (lain,  by  direftion  of  the  judge  of 
the  admiralty-court,  in  due  proportion. 

**  Laftly,  Whereas  it  often  happeneth,  that  matters  and  mariners  of  (hips,  having  infured, 
or  taken  up  on  bottomree,  greater  fums  of  money  than  the  value  of  the  adventure,  do  will- 
fully catt  away,  burn,  or  otherwife  dettroy  the  (hips  under  their  charge,  to  merchants  and 
"  owners  great  lofs  ;  fuch  captain,  matter,  &c.  (hall  fuffer  death  as  a  felon." 
1665  In  tlie  year  1665,  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruyter  not  only  retook  moft  of  the  forts  which 
Sir  Robert  Holmes  had  taken  from  Holland,  but  he  alfo  took  our  own  fort  of  Cormanteen^ 
which  they  hold  to  this  day,  by  the  name  t)f  Fort  Amtterdam,  They  alfo.  feized  on  the  ifle 
of  St.  Helena,  which  was  a  refreihing  place  for  our  Eaft  India  (hipping,  and  therefore  was 
retaken  even  the  fame  year. 

UndeMhe  year  1645,  we  have  given  the  rife  of  banking  by  goldfmiths  in  London,  and  how 
^nuch  they  improved  that  new  branch  of  their  bufinefs  after  King  Charles  the  Second's  retto- 
ration,  by  taking  advantage  of  that  King's  perpetual  oecefEties,  from  his  unfrugal  manage- 
ment  of  the  public  revenue,  which  he  was  conttantly  anticipating ;  partly  proceeding  from 
theirreadinefs  to  lendliimat^xtravagai/t  intereft,  and  their  taking  to  pawn  the  King's  bills, 
orders,  and  tallies.  Neverthelefs,  the  number  of  bankers  increafed  fo  much,  and  the  money 
came  fo  faft  into  their  hands,  by  people  to  whom  they  paid  a  moderate  intereft  for  the  fame, 
that  all  the  public  demands  fell  (hort  of  employing  their  ca(h.  This  made  them  run  into  the 
way  of  lending  money  on  private  pawns,  at  high  intereft ;  on  difcounting  of  bills  of  exchange ; 
on  lending  money  on  perfonal  fecurity  to  heirs  in  expe£tancy,  &c. — Thefe,  and  many  other 
tlimilar  methods  of  beftowmgtbeir  ca(h,  were  about  this  time  put  in  praftice.by  the  gold- 
imiths,  fays  the  author  already  quoted  under  the  year  1645;   who,  through  the  increafe  of 

3  P  2  commerce, 


4i 


484  AN     HISTORICAL     AMD     C  KR  0  If  OlsOai  C  A^L     DKDUCTIOIC 


A.    D. 


i66j  commerce,  thinks  the  faid  banking  trade  was  at  its  grcateft  height  in  the  year  1667,  when  tlte 
Dutch  burned  our  (hips  at  Chatham.  But  that  difafler  caufing  what  is  in  our  days  called  a 
run  (probably  the  firft  of  its  kind)  on  the  bankers,  it,  in  fome  meafure,  leilened  their  future 
credit,  which  was  entirely  ruined  by  the  (hutting  up  of  the  Exchequer,  five  years  after ;  of 
which  more  in  its  place. 

As  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  calh  in  the  kingdom  at  that  time,  this  brief  account  may^ 
in  part,  fervc  to  anfwer  a  query  often  made  in  our  days,  viz.  How  were  monied  people  able 
to  difipofe  of  thefr  fuper-lucration  cafh,  before  the  modern  public  funds  exifted  ? 

In  this  fame  year,  a  violent  peflilence  in  die  courfe  of  a  twelve  month  fwept  off  in  London 
alone  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  which  was  a  terrible  fkock  to  the  commerce  of  England, 

In  an  obftinatefea  fight,  this  year,  between  the-Englilh  and  Dutch  fleets,  both  fides  claim- 
cd  the  viftory ;  which  fhews  it  was  a  doubtful  conflift.  They  foon  after  met  again,  being 
about  one  hundred  fhips  of  war  on  each  fide,  when  the  Englilh  fleet  obtained  a  real  vidory, 
deftroying  twenty  Dutch  (hips  of  war.  Soon  after  which  Sir  Robert  Holmes  burned  one* 
hundred  and  fifty  Dutch  merchant  (hips  on  the  coafi  of  North  Holland,  and  two  of  their  fhips- 
of  war.  Yet,  in  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  infulted  our  own  coails,  making  defcents  ia 
feveral  places. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  privileges  were  renewed  for  forty  year$ 
longer. 

Whether  the  Englifh  noblemen,  &c.  who  were  grantees  in  the  charter  for  Carolina,  in  the 
year  1663,  did  judge  their  faid  charter  was  too  far  north  of  the  latitude  of  the  filver  mines  of 
New  Mexico,  although  their  longitude  reached  as  far  back  weftward  as  thie  South  Seas,  by 
confidering,  thatallor  moft  of  thofe  rich  mines  lay  fomewhat  nearer  to  the  equator  than  thir* 
ty-one  degrees,  or  what  other  hidden  confiderations  they  might  have  to  move  the  King  for  a 
fecond  charter ;  fuch  as,  that  Spain's  then  feeble  condition  pointed  it  out  to  be  a  fit  feafon  for 
extending  the  Britifh  monarchy's  claim  at  leaft  as  far  fouth  on  the  Florida  coaft  as  flill  re* 
mained  unplanted  by  Spain,  or  by  any  other  European  nation,  whereby  the  Englifh  might 
have  a  chance  to  fall  weftward  into  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude  with  fome  of  the  New  Mexico 
mines,  in  which  latitude,  though  perhaps  not  fo  far  weft  as  New  Mexico,  they  might  probably- 
find  a  vein  of  filver:  or  whatever  other  reafons  they  were  guided  by,  we  cannot  exprefsly  fay  : 
but  it  is  certain,  that,  in  this  year  1665,  King  Charles  granted  a  fecond  charter  to  the  faid 
eight  honourable  perfons,  to  be  extended  fouthward  as  far  as  twenty-nine  degrees;  where,  or 
within  which  parallel,  Mr.  John  Lawfon's  Hiftory  of  Carolina,  printed,  in  quarto,  in  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  obferves,  "  that  the  very  mouth  of  the  great  river  Miffiffippi  "is  included,  as 
**  falling  fomewhat  north  of  twenty-nine  degrees."  Thefe  patentees  had  likewife  an  extent 
of  half  a  degree  further  northward,  on  or  to  the  borders  of  Virginia,  viz.  to  thirty-fix  degrees 
and  an  half  nortli  latitude.  So  that  by  both  charters  they  had  now  an  extent  of  feven  degrees 
and  an  half,  or  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  along  the  coaft  fouth  and  north,  and  aa 
unknown  depth  weftward  to  the  South  Seas.     This  fecond  clwrter  ftiles  the  grantees,  •*  The 

**  true  and  abfolute  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  and  Territory  of  Carolina. Saving 

**  always  the  faith,  allegiance,  and  fovereign  dominion,  due  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, 
"  for  the  fame.— To  be  held  in  free  and  common  foccage,  as  of  our  manor  of  Eaft  Green- 
*•  wich,  in  Kent;  yielding  and  paying  to  us  and  our  fuccefllbrs,  for  the  fame,  the  fourth  part 
**  of  all  gold  and  filver.  ore  found  within  their  limits,  befidea  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty 
••  marks." 

Thofe 
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166^  iThofe  patentees  were  empowered  to  grant  peculiar  titles  of  honour  to  great  planters  in  Ca* 
rolina,  fo  as  they  (hould  not  be  the  fame  as  in  England.  And,  in  confequencc  of  this  claufe^ 
they  accordingly,  at  different  times,  conferred  the  titles  of  Caciques  and  Land  Graves ;  the 
former  an  Indian  dignity,  the  latter  a  German  one.  The  patentees  had  alfo  the  power  to  en- 
joy quit-rents,  and  alfo  rcafonable  cuftoms  on  merchandize ;  but  not  without  the  approbation 
and  confcnt  of  the  freemen  of  the  colony..  Alfo  to  ereA  fovts^  to  incorporate  towns  and 
cities,  to  train  fold'iers,  &c. 

The  noble  patentees  immediately  fef  about  tfie  planting  of  that  delightful  country :  and  all 
freemen  who  fettled  there  had  fifty  acres  of  land  granted  to  them  for  their  ownperfons,  and 
fifty  more  for  each  man  fervant ;  alfo  fifty  acres  for  each  marriageable  woman  fervant ;  and 
forty  for  unmarriageable  ones.  Covenant  fervants,  when  out  of  their  time,  to  have  fifty  acres 
alfo  given  them.  The  firft  embarkation  coft  the  Proprietaries  twelve  thoufand  pounds.  The 
fundamental  conflitutions  of  its  government  were  framed  by  the  truly  great  John  Locke,  Efq; 
founded  on  the  raoft  juft  and  generous  principles,  and  calculated  for  encouraging  men  of  all 
perfuafions  to  fettle  therein.  The  eldeft  of  thofe  Lords  Proprietaries  had  the  title  of  Palatine  ; 
in  whom,  affifted  by  three  other  Proprietaries,  the  executive  powers  in  raoft  cafes  were  lodged: 
and  thofe  four  conftituted  the  Palatine  Court,  whofe  deputies  in  Carolina  afted  by  their  di- 
reftions.  Its  Parliament  confifted,  in  the  Upper  Houfc,  of  the  Proprietaries,  or  their  depu- 
ties, with  the  Governor,  Council,  Caciques,  and  Landgraves  :  and  the  Commons,- or  Lower 
Houfe,  were'elefted  as  in  other  colonies. 

In  this  fame  year  1665,  King  Charles  the  Second,  of  England,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of 
his  reign,  erefted,  an  ill-judged  Canary  Company,  by  his  patent,  to  fixty  perfons,  and  to  all 
others  of  his  fubjeSs  that  had  within  feven  years  paft  traded  to  the  Canaries,  to  the  value  of 
one  thoufand  pounds  yearly  ;  and  alfo  to  all  others  who  (hould  be  admitted :  whereby  they 
were  conftituted  a  body  politic,  and  were  to  enjoy  the  fole  trade  thither,  under  a  governor, 
deputy  governor,  and  twelve  ailiftants.  The  grounds  for  this  charter,  as  fet  forth  in  its 
preamble  were,  **  that  tlie  trade  to  the  Canary  Ifles  was  formerly  of  greater  advantage  to  the 
"  King's  fubjc£ls  than  at  this  time.  That,  by  rcafon  of  the  too  much  accefs  and  trading  of 
*•  fubjcfts  thither,  our  merchandize  was  dcereafed  in  its  value,  and  the  Canary  wines,  on  the 
•*  other  hand,  were  increafed  to  double  their  former  value:  fo  that  the  King's  fubjefts.were 
•*  forced  to  carry  filver  and  bullion  thither  to  get  wines  :  and  that  all  this  was  owing  to  want 
**  of  regulation  in  trade."  The  word  regulation  was,  in  thofe  days,  much  ufed,  but  little 
vnderftood,  and  often  ill-applied. 

This  Company,  in  fpitc  of  the  non  ob/iante  in  its  charter  to  the  ft:atute  of  Monopolies,  had 
judgment  given  againft  it,  in  the  year  1667,  when  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  an  addrefs 
to  the  King,  thanked  him  for  revoking  its  patent.  And  the  third  article  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons's  impeachment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  diredly  charges  him  with  hav- 
ing  received  great  fums  of  money,  for  procuring,  this  and  other  illegal  patents. 

In  this  fame  year  1665,  (according  to  the  fupplement  to  PufFendorfs  Introduction  to  the 
Hiftory  of  Europe)  the  fl;ate  of  Genoa  made  its  firft  attempt  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Turkey,  by  their  envoy  going  thither,  under  the  proteftion  of  Count  Lcfley,  the  Imperial 
ambaflador,  though  much  oppofed  by  that  of  France.  But,  fays  Dc  Mailly,  vol.  iii.  I.  17. 
■  in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  they  were  not  able  to  put  off  a  fufliciency  of  their  woollen 
cloth,  in  the  goodnefs  of  which  they  were  excelled  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  ;  nor  of  their 
filver  coin  of  five  fols^  (counterfeited  from  the  French  coin  of  that  name,  tlien  in  great  credit 

in 
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1665  in  Turkey)  which  the  Turks  riaraed  Tbeminsy  to  fupport  the  expeoce  and  dignity  of  tlisir 
resident  at  Conftaatinople»  und  their  conful  at  Smyrna:  fo  that  this  attempt  proved  abortive. 

•  They  again  made  a  frefh  attempt  for  this  pvtrpofe,  in  the  year  4675,  which  alfo  proved  abor- 
tive ;  and  we  have  not  heard,  that  they  have  iince  ever  attempted  it.  The  Genoefe,  in  their 
above-named  firft  attempt,  took  advantage  of  the  afliftance  which  France  had  afforded  to  the 
JBmperor  in  Hungary,  and  to  the  Venetians,  in  defence  of  Candia.  Yet,  though  thofe  aids 
made  a  difference  between  France  and  the  Ottoman  Porte  for  a  while,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth 
found  means,  in  the  year  1673,  to  renew  his  commerce  with  Turkey;  which  Colbert  began, 
in  this  fame  year  1665,  ferioufly  to  think  of,  though  retarded  for  the  iaft-named  reafons. 

1666  The  war  between  England  and  Holland  continuing,  the  ileet  of  the  former,  under  Prince 
Rupert  and  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  fought  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruyter  for  four  days  fuc- 
ceffively ;  in  which  confiifts  the  Englifh  are  faid  to  have  loft  twenty-three  (hips,  and  fix  thou- 
fand  men  killed,  with  the  Admirals  Sir  William  Berkeley  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Mynes ;  beiide 

•two  thoufaad  ^fixJiundred  men  taken  prifoners  by  tlie  Dutch,  who  allege,  that  they  loft  only 
'fix  fhips,  two  thoufand  eight  hundscd  ibldiers,  and  eighty  feamen,  beiide  three  of  their  Ad« 
^coirals,  and  feveral  officers. 

In  Auguft,  this  fame  year,  another  fea  fight  gave  England  the  advantage :  and,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, the  French  joined  the  Dutch  with  thirty-fix  fhips,  in  hopes  to  ruin  the  Elnglilh 
trade  in  thofe  parts.  A  iFrench  fquadron  likewife  joining  the  Dutch  fleet  near  Dunkirk, 
obliged  ours- to  retire,  witli  the  loCs  of  one  of  our  fifty  gun  (hips.  Thcfc  terrible  conflifts  arc 
very  varioufly  reprefentcd  by  tlie  writers  of  the  oppofite  nations,  and,  in  fome  refpeds,  by 
different  Englilh  writers. 

**  The  vain  and  ridiculousxompetition  between  England  and  Holland,**  as  Vohaireterms 
It,  in  his  age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  **  for  the  honour  of  the  flag ;  and  alfo  concerning  the 
commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  having  kindled  the  war  between  thofe  two  nations ;  King 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth  of  France  with  pleafure ^beheld  them  deftroying  each  other,  by  the 
rooft  obftinate  fea  fiights  that  had  been  ever  feen  before  in  any  age  of  the  world :  all  the 
^*  fruits  whereof,"  as  the  fame  author  juftly  remarks,  **  were  merely  the  weakening  of  both 
*•  nations.— Thus,"  fays  he,  **  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas  was  for  fome  time  divided  between 
thofe  two  nations,  and  the  art  of  fiiip  building,  and  of  employing  them  in  commerce  and 
in  war,  was  perfeftly  known  only  by  them.     France,  under  Richlieu's  Miniftry,  efteemcd 
**  hcrfclf  powerful  at  fea,  becaufc  that  of  fixty  (hips  then  in  her  ports,  (he  could  put  to  fea 
«<  about  thirty,  of  which  only  one  carried  feventy  cannon.     Under  Mazarine,  the  few  (hips 
•'  we  (France)  had,  wene  purchafed  of  the  Dutch. — We  were  in  want  of  officers,  failors,  ma* 
**  nufa£tures;  and,  in  (hort,  of  every  thing  needful  for  (hipping. — In  the  year  1664  and  1665, 
**  whilft  the  Engli(h  and  Dutch  covered  the  ocean  with  near  three  hundred  large  (hips  of  war ; 
^*  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  had  not  then  above  fifteen  or  fixteen  of  the  loweft  rates. — But 
**  Lewis  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  .to  efface  the  (hame  thereof  in  the  moft  fudden  and  effe£tual 
'^*  manner." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Englifli  colony  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophers,  in  the  Weft  Indies^ 

was  overpowered  by  that  of  France,  in  the  faid  ifle,  and  they  were  entirely  difpollefled  of  all 

their  plantations,  which  liowever  were  reftored  four  years  after.     It  was  furely  very  ilUjudged 

•in  both  nations  to  plant  on  the  fiime  fmall  ifland;  which  however  was  not  entirely  remedied* 

•until,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  France  yielded  tip  the  whole  to  Great  BiitainJbr  ever* 

In 
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166S  In  the  faid  eighteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  ii.  de- 
claring that  the  penalties  of  the  ftatute  of  the  fifteenth  of  that  King,  cap.  viii.  already  recited, 
not  being  found  efFeftual  for  preventing  the  importation  of  foreign  live  cattle,  it  was  enafted, 

«*  I.  That  the  continuance  of  any  importation  either  of  lean  or  fat  cattle,  dead  or  alive,  is 
«*  not  only  unneceflary,  but  alfo  very  dcftruftive  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom :  and  it  was 
«*  further  enafted,  that  fuch  importation  thenceforth  Ihall  be  deemed  a  public  common  nuif- 
•*  ance :  "  and  that  all  great  cattle,  (hcep,  fwine,  beef,  pork,  or  bacon,  imported,  except  for 
«*  neccffary  provifions,  (hall  be  forfeited.'*  Sir  William  Petty,  in  his  Political  Survey  of 
Ireland,  fays,  "  that  before  this  ftatute  took  place,  three -fourths  of  Ireland's  foreign  trade  was 
•*  with  England,  but  fince  not  one  fourth  part  of  the  fame." 

<*^  II.  And  for  the  better  encouragement  of  the  filhery  of  this  kingdom,  it  was  hereby  en- 
•*  aftcd,  that  if  any  ling,  herring,  cod,  or  pilchard,  frclh  or  faked,  dried  or  bloated;  or  any 
♦«  falmons,  eels,  or  congers,  taken  by  any  foreigners,  fhall  be  imported,  uttered,  or  fold  in 
•*  England,  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  to  feize  the  fame ;  half  for  his  own  ufc,  the  other 
«'  half  for  the  poor  of  the  parifti.  Provifo,  That  fix  hundred  head  of  black  cattle,  of  the- 
♦*  breed  of  the  Iflc  of  Man,  may  annually  be  imported,  at  Cheftcr  only." 

This  aft  to  continue  for  feven  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  firft  feffion  of  the  next  Parlia- 
ment :  prolonged  and  further  ftrcngthened  by  the  twentieth  of  the  faid  King,  caps  vii. 

And  by  an  aft  of  the  thirty-fecond  of  the  faid  King,  cap.  ii.  this  aflr  is  further  continued- 
and  extended  to  mutton,  lamb,  butter,  and  cheefe,  from  Ireland;  yet,  by  reafon  of  a  late 
very  great  dearth  of  provifions,  in  the  year  1757,  an  aft  of  Parliament  allowed  the  importa^ 
tion  of  falted  beef,  pork,  and  butter,  from  Ireland.- 

Concerning  thefe  laws,  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Irifli  cattle,  many  people  think 
them  in  general  to  be  hurtful ;  and  that  it  would  be  w4fer  to  fuiFer  the  Irifh  to  be  employed: 
in  breeding  and  fattening  of  their  black  cattle  for  u«,  than  to  turn  their  lands  into  (hccp  walks 
as  at  prefent ;  in  confequcnco  of  which  they  are  enabled^  in  fpite  of  all  our  laws-  to  the  con- 
trary, to  fupply  foreign  nations  with  their  wool,  to  our  very  great  detriment.  Of  this  opi- 
nion was  the  great  Sir  WillRm  Temple,  in  his  Mifcellanies,  the  fecond  edition,  oftavo,  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  year  1681,  and  later  experience  has  confirmed  it. 

In  the  faid  eighteenth  year  of  that  King,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  ir.  for  the  encouragement  of  tli© 
woollen  manufafturcs  of  England,  it  was  enafted,  **  that  no  perfon  ftiould  be  buried  in  any 
•^  ftiirt,  ftiift,  or  fheet,  made  of,  or  mingled  with  flax,  hemp,  filk,  hair^  gold  or  filver :  or 
**  other  than  what  fhall  be  made  of  wool  only,.— upon  forfeiture  of  five  pounds  to  the  poor  of 
♦*  the  parifti,  towards  a  ftock  or  work  houfe  fortheFr  employment." 

r3*  This  is  certainly  a  wife  and  falutary  law,  as  it  is  a  means  of  confuming  a  confiderablc 
quantity  of  our  flight  woollen  manufaftures.     Yet  fuch  is  the  vanity  of  too  many,  that  they 
will  rather  pay  the  penalty  than  be  inftrumental  in  promoting  our  own  moft  important  ma— 
Bufafture^ 

Another  good  law  was  made  in  this  fame  eighteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,, 
cap.  V.  for  encouraging  of  the  coinage  of  gold  and  filver :  whereby  both  natives  and  foreigners 
teerc  entitled  "  to  receive  out  of  the  mint  an  equal  quantity  of  our  gold  and  filver  coin,  for 
♦*  what  crown  gold  or  fterling^  filver  they  ftiould  bring  thither  :  and  in  the  fame  proportion  for 
«  over  or  under  finenefs  :  witliout  any  expence  whatever  to  the  bringers  of  the  fame  to  the 
^  mint.  The  expence  of  which  coinage  wasnow  to  be  defrayed  by  a  tax  on  wines,  fpirits, 
♦*  vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer  imported;" 
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jl666       The  ifland  of  Antigua,  or  Antcgo,  one  of  the  Caribbees,  in  the  Weft  Indian  feas,  about 

^twenty  miles  in  length  and  almoft  as  broad,  by  rcafon  of  its  having  no  frelh  water  brooks^,  and 

.at  that  time  fcarccly  any  fprings  of  water^  was  for  a  long  time  deemed  almoft  uninliabitable ; 

.and  it  was  probably  for  that  reafon,  that  fonie  Engiifli  families,  from  its  neighbouring  ifleof 

St.  Chriftophers,  who  had  fettled  thereon  about  the  year  1632,  foon  dcfertcd  it  again  ;  yet  the 

Lord  Willoughby  de  Parham,  having  obtained  a  grant  of  it  from  King  Charles  the  Second. 

in  the  year  1663,  planted  a  colony  on  it,  in  this  year  1666 :  lince  wliich  time  it  has  profpered 

extremely,  being  the  beft  Eqglifh  colony  of  the  Caribbees,   next  after  Barbadoes  and  St. 

Chriftophers. 

Antigua  is  well  Icnown  for  poffeffing  the  Tjeft  harbours  in  all  the  Caribbee  ifles  ;  though  it 
is  fomewhat  dangerous  coming  into  them  without  a  Ikilful  commander  who  is  well  acquainted 
•with  the  rocks  round  the  ifland  :  it  is  much  troubled  with  hurricanes,  often  doing  confider- 
able  damage  on  fhore,  as  well  as  on  the  adjacent  feas.  k  i«  now  well  fortified  at  proper  dif- 
tances  ;  and,  by  means  of  tanks  or  cifterns,  the  inhabitants  make  a  tolerable  fliift  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  rain  water,  when  their  wells  fail.  They  raife  and  fend  home  to  Britain  great 
quantities  of  fugar,  .rum,  and  moIoiTes,  and  many  of  their  planters  bring  over  with  them  very 
confidcrable  eftates  to  fettle  finally  in  Britain.  Yet,  for  want  of  a  fufficiency  of  frefh  water, 
it  is  a  confiderable  inconvenience,  that  their  fhipplng  are  obliged  to  take  in  their  water  at  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher. 

The  moft  extenfive  and  dreadful  conflagration  that  ever  l^appened  to  the  city  of  London, 
broke  out  this  year,  on  tlxe  fccond  of  September,  burning  no  lefs  than  thirteen  thoufand  two 
hundred  houfes,  and  moft  of  its  churches  and  corporation  hall^  :  the  damage  fuftained  by  this 
terrible  accident,  has  been  ufually  computed  to  amount  to  ten  millions  fterling.  So  vaft  a  lofs 
of  merchandize,  treafure,  plate,  and  houfliold  furniture,  and  fo  immenfe  an  expence  for  re-  . 
building  that  city,  in  a  more  beautiful,  convenient,  and  fubftantial  manner  than  it  ever  was 
before,  was  undoubtedly  a  great  fliock  and  obftru£tion,  for  fome  time,  to  the  commerce  of 
London;  yet  the  noble  city,  by  redoubling  its  diligence,  did  in  a  few  years  recover  its  priftine 
foreign  and  donicftic  trade ;  and  has  fince  fo  very  much  increafed  it  in  both  thofe  rcfpefts, 
as  to  be  beyond  all  doubt,  at  prefent,the  greateft  copamercial  city  in  the  known  world. 

By  the  aid  of  two  zHs  of  Parliament,  it  was  fooner  and  more  beautifully  rebuilt  than  could 
have  been  reafonably  expected,  xonfidering  the  great  neceflity  there  was  for  difpatch,  for  ac- 
commodating merchants  and  traders^ 

Since  that  terrible  conflagration,  the  increafe  of  our  foreign  commerce,  and  of  our  home 
inanufaAures,  has  been  fo  great,  that  the  fuburbs  of  that  city,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  villages 
and  hamlets,  have  fo  vaftly  increafed,  as  (in  point  of  magnitude,  though  not  of  wealth)  to 
vie  with,  and,  taken  together,  even  to  furpafs  the  city  itfel£  Particularly  the  vaft  increafe  of 
the  hamlet  of  Spital-fields  occaflons  furprize  to  all  who  know,  or  have  heard  from  their  friends, 
of  but  one  or  two  generations  backward,  that  almoft  all  that  fpace  of  ground  running  from 
Artillery-lane,  on  the  eaft  4ide  of  Biftioplgate-ftreet,  quite  down  to  Shoreditch  church  ;  next, 
'turning  eaftward  towards  Bethnal  Green,  and  then  fouth-eaftward  quite  to  Whiiechapel  road, 
containing  by  common  eftimation  between  three  and  four  hundred  acres  of  ground,  fliould 
have,  fince  then,  been  built  up  into  almoft  numberlefs  ftreets,  lanes,  alleys,  and  courts,  filled 
"with  induftrious  manuf(i£iurers,  chiefly  of  the  filk  kind ;  and  of  trades  depending  thereon,  to 
the  amount  perhaps  of  above  one  hundred  thoufand  people,  where  probably  not  one  fingle 
Jioufe  ftood  little  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 

Another 
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1666  Artother  vaft  incrcafc  of  buildings,  on  new  foundations,  is  the  great  number  of  ftreets  con- 
tained within  the  compafs  of  ground  ftill  called  Goodman's-Fields,  with  Wellclofc-Square, 
Ratcliff-Highway,  and  the  adjacent  ftreets. 

Northward,  there  is  the  greateft  part  of  the  village  of  Hoxton  built  on,  fince  about  the  year 
1688  ;  and  all  about  Old-Street,  on  each  fide,  and  up  to  Iflington  Road,  to  a  place  where  a 
wind  mill  flood,  ftill  called  Mount  Mill.  The  fine  and  extenfivc  ftrcet  of  Halton-Gardcn,  on 
the  fite  of  the  fingle  houfe  and  garden  of  the  Lord  Hatton,  the  great  number  of  alleys  in  and 
about  SafFron  Ifill,  formerly  called  the  Bilhop  of  Ely's  vineyard,  Brook- Street,  Grevillc- 
Street,  &c.  where  formerly  ftood  Lord  Brook's  houfe  and  garden,  as  were  alfo  all  the  ftreets 
from  the  Strand  down  to  the  Thames,  formerly  only  noblemens  houfes  and  gardens. 

Weftward,  there  is  a  vaft  range  of  buildings  erefted  on  Red-Lion  Fields,  near  Holborn, 
on  which  ground  now  ftands  Red-Lion  Square,  and  Red-Lion  Street,  and  many  other  ftreets 
built  in  and  fince  the  reign  of  James  the  Second,  quite  up  to  Bloomlbury  Square,  otherwife 
called  Southampton  Square,  and  thence  to  the  town,  as  it  was  then  called,  of  St.  Giles  in 
the  Fields,  formerly  a  detached  village,  all  the  vacancy  of  which  was  built  fince  1680. 

More  weftward  and  fouth-weftward  ftill,  all  the  buildings  of  the  ftreet  named  Long-acre,  up 
to  the  place  now  called  Seven  Dials :  Covent-Garden,  and  its  neighbourhood,  were  built  up 
in  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,  though  fomepart  of  it  in  the  memory  of 
many  ftili  living.  And,  northward  from  Leicefter  Fields  and  St.  Martin's  Lane,  up  to  Soho 
and  St.  Giles's  Road ;  and  weftward,  to  the  further  end  of  Piccadilly ;  and  from  the  north  fide  of 
Piccadilly,  up  to  Tyburn  Road,including  Soho  (otherwife  named  King's)  Square,  and  Gol- 
den Square ;  and,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Piccadilly,  St.  James's  Sq\iare,  Pall-mall,  St.  James's- 
Street,  Arlington  Street,  &c.     All  which  were  pafture-grounds  till  about  the  year  1680. 

In  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  ftri£tly  fo  called,  fince  the  year  1688,  there  has  been  a  great  In- 
creafe  of  buildings  towards  Tothill  Fields,  &c.  bcfide  the  fuperb  ftreets,  in  our  days,  eredled 
in  the  purlieus  of  the  new  bridge  there. 

Laftly,  fince  the  acceflion  of  our  prefcnt  illuftrious  royal  family  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms, 
there  is  fo  great  an  addition  made  to  the  weftern  fuburbs,  where  ftand  New  Bond-Street,  and 
the  other  ftreets  adjoining  to  the  fine  fquares  called  Hanover,  Cavendilh,  Grofvenor,  and 
Berkeley  Squares,  as  alone  would  conftitute  a  confiderable  and  beautiful  city :  and  a  confider- 
able  addition  has  been  alfo  made  in  the  proper  city  of  Weftminfter  ;  befide  the  great  additions 
made  to  the  nearly-adjoining  villages  of  Paddington,  Chelfea,  Knightfbridge,  and  Kcnfing- 
ton,  weftward ;  and  Marybone,  Iflington,  and  Newington,  northward ;  and,  more  eminently, 
to  the  famous  village  of  Hackney,  north-eaftward  ;  and  alfo,  eaftward,  to  Mile-End,  Bow  and 
Stratford,  Wapping  and  Limchoufe  ;  and  a  new  town,  growing  gradually  up,  fouth  of  the 
Thames,  from  the  fine  bridges  of  Weftminfter  and  Blackfriars,  in  St.  George's  Fields,  Lam- 
beth, Newington  Butts,  Kennington,  &c.  and  at  Stockwell  and  Clapham  ;  b'efide  the  many 
ftreets  built  on  the  niarfli- grounds  of  Rotherhithe  and  Deptford,  and  alfo  at  Greenwich. 

Whither  indeed  can  we  turn  or  caft  our  eyes,  eaft,  weft,  fouth,  or  north,  where  there  are 
not  great  improvements  on  new  foundations,  adjoining  to,  and  occafioned  by  the  imnicnfe 
commerce  of  the  ancient  and  noble  mercantile  city  of  London  ? 

Before  the  faid  great  conflagration  of  the  year  1666  happened,  the  ftreets  were  very  narrow, 
fo  as  in  many  of  them  the  garrets  on  each  fide  projefted  very  near  each  other,  the  houfes  being 
almoft  wholly  of  timber,  lath,  and  plaifter,  one  ftory  ftill  projefting  further  tlian  the  next 
lower  one.     Wherefore,  in  order  to  widen  many  of  the  more  public  ftreets,  after  tliis  great 
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^666  difaftery  there  were  two  extenfive  a(h  of  Parliament  pailed,  cap.  ii.  and  ilu  of  the  ninet^atfr 
year  of  King  Charles  the  Second^    for  determining,  in  a  fummary   way,  the  ground  and 
bounds  of  houfes  and  ftreets  to  be  rebuilt  in  London  ;  and  many  great  iterations  were  made* 
for  the  better,  in  the  width  of  ftrects^  and  lanes,  as  in  the  famous  ftrcets  of  Fleet-Street,  Lud- 
gate-Hill,  Ludgate-Strcet,  St.  Paul's  Church- Yard,  Cheapfide,  Newgate-Street,  the  Poultry, 
Gracc-church-Street,  Thames-Street,.  Old  Filh-Strect ;  and  from  Cheapfide  to  the  Thames,- 
tiien  a  poor,  narrow,  and  crooked  lane,  called  Soper-Lanc,  now  Queen-Street :   a  fine  new 
flreet  from  Cheapfide  up  to  Guildhall,  called  King-Street,  there  being  no  other  coach-way 
thither  before  the  fire  but  down  Laurence-Lane.     Thames-Street  was  raifed  three  feet,  to  pre- 
vent inundations.    Conduits,  blocking  up  ftreets,  were  removed;   and  alfo  feveral  middle- 
rows  of  houfes  in  many  parts.     The  new  and  widened  ftrcets  were  to  be  at  Icaft  twenty- 
four  feet  in  breadth.     Hereby  alfo  we  learn,  that  the  water- houfc  adjoining  to  London-bridge,. 
iad  fupplicd  the  foutii  fide  of  the  city  with  water,  for  almoft  a*  hundred  years  preceding.—- 
From  Mincing-Lane  down  a  new  way  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  as  may  be  fcen  in  the  faid  aft,, 
cap.  iii.  feveral  other  ftrcets,  now  paflablc  by  coaches,  were  only  foot  way  thoroughfares,  as 
Princes-Street,  near  the  new  Manfion-Houfe  ;  others  were  only  open  by  mean  gate-ways,  a9 
Shoe-Lane,  &c.  and  fome,  as  Bartholomew- Lane,  behind  the  Royal  Exchange,,  had  no  ex-*' 
iftence  at  alL 

In  order  to  widen  the  more  public  ftreets,  much  ground,  before  built  on,  was  fet  zjpzrt^ 
ftich  as  middle  rows  of  houfes  in  many  ftreets,  now  quite  clear  of  fuch  nuifances,  and  gate- 
ways turned  into  open-  ftreets :  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  known,  that  many  of  the  great  mer-^ 
chants  houfes,  and  city-halls,  flood  on  much  more  ground  than  at  prcfent,  with  gardenr  and 
large  court-yatds :  fo  that,,  according  to  fome  opinions,  there  were  near  four  thoufand  more 
houfes  ereftcd  after  this  conflagration  than  had  been  in  the  city  before,  and  that,  confcquenily^s 
there  are  more  people  in  it.    Thus,  for  a  few  inftances,  the  famous  Exchange- Alley,  on 
wlTich  fo  confidciable  a  number  of  of  capital  tenements  now  ftand,*  was,  till  that  period,  only 
one  fingle  merchant's  houfe  and  garden^  running  betwen  the  ftreets  of  Cornhill  and  Lom«- 
bard-Street:  and  the  like  of  Swceting's-Alley,  at  the  eaft-end  of  the  Royal  Exchange.    All 
Croftjy-Square,  though  not  then  burnt  down,  was,  it  fecnw,  only  the  houfe  and  garden  of 
Sir  James  Langham^  a  merchant.     The  fame  might  be  faid  of  Pnnces- Street,  Copthall— 
Court,  Angel-Court,  and  Warneford-Courr,  in  Throgmorton-Streer,  and  of  King*s-Arms- 
Yard  in  Coleman-Street^  formerly  fingle  houfes,  now  containing  many  eminent  merchants 
and  traders  habitations :  Devonfliire- Square,  with  the  adjoining  back-ftreets  and  alleys,  were 
all  built  on  the  Earl  of  Devonftiire's  houfe  and  garden ;  a»  were  Bridgewater-Square  and  ad- 
joining  ftreets,  on- that  of  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater*s,  burnt  down  in  the  year  1687, 

The  ground-plots  of  many  other  of  the  great  houfes  of  the  nobility  a^d  great  merchants' 
Jiave  had  the  like  improvements-;,  fome  few  before  this  great  fire,  though  moftlyfince':  fuch* 
as  Prince  Rupert's,  in  Barbican  ;  the  Duchefs  of  Suffolk's,  in  Alderfgate- Street ;  where  two^ 
©thers  ftill  i^main  entire,  vii.  the  Earl  of  Shaftef bury's  and  the  Bifhop  of  London's  palaces  : 
the  Bilhop  of  Winchefter's,.iaWincheftep-Street,  &c.  All  which,  though  happening  in  vari- 
4DUS  periods  of  time,  we  have  thrown  together  in-  tiiis  place,  that  we  may  not  any  more  havc- 
recourfe  to  them  hereafter. 

In  this  fame  year  1666,  Captain  Sayle;  in  the  fervice  of  the  new  colony  of  Carolina,  in  his 
way  thither,  was  by  ftorm  driven  on  the  (hore  of  the  ifle  of  Providence,  the  chief  of  the  Ba- 
hama or  Lucaya  iilands ;  and  on  his  retura  to  England^  wldbua  report  of  the  condition  of  thofe- 
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«666  iflcs,  on^hich,  as  we  have  fcen,  fo«c  Englifli  hai  fettled  long  before,  but  afterwards  were 
driven  out  by  the  Spaniards,  in  1641,  King  Charks  the  Second  now  granted  a  patent  to  the 
lords  proprietors  of  Carolina  of -the  faid  illamds. 

The  iflc  of  Providence  lies  in  the  raidft  of  fome  hundreds,  great  a«d  fmall,  of  dangeroufly 
fituated  iflcs,  from  latitude  twenty-two  to  twcnty-feven  north  of  the  ifle  of  Cuba,  and  eaft  of 
the  coaft  of  Florida  ;  the  greater  part  of  them  are  of  very  little  value,  and  more  remarkable  for 
frequent  Ihipwrecks,  when  (hips  chance  to  be  driven  amongft  them  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  and  the 
tempeftuoufnefs  of  thofe  feas,  than  for  any  material  benefit  they  cati  aflFord  us  in  time  of  peace» 
■as  lying  feveral  hundred  miles  oat  of  the  ufual  coarfe  of  our  fliips  to  or  from  any  of  our  planta*- 
tions.  Yet,  when  we  arc  at  war  with  other  European  nations,  who  have  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca, our  privateers  may  be  ufefully  employed  thereabout,  as  alfo  our  fmaller  fliif)s  ot  war,  whlck' 
*he  port  of  Naflau,  in  Providence  Ifle,  can  well  receive  ;  by  which,  and  by' a  royal  fquadron 
ftationed  at  Port  R«yal  in  Carolina,  the  Spanifli  plate  fleets  from  the  Havanna,  in  time  of 
war,  might  be  more  eaflly  intercepted,  than  by  any  fleet  at  Jamaica;  which  Captain  Rogers^ 
<jovernor  of  Providence,  clearly  explained  to  our  government  in  the  year  1728.  It  has,  for 
fuch  reafons,  been  judged  proper  to  fortify  Providence  Ifle,  which  has  alfo  a  regular  govern- 
ment ^  for  fliould  it  be  pofleflcd  by  any  other  nation,  it  might  be  a  means  of  greatly  injuring 
•our  American  commerce.  It  lies  in  twenty-five  degrees  of  north  latitbde,  and  is  about  twen- 
ty^eight  miles  in  length,  and  eleven  miles  in  breadth.  Spain's  jealoufy  of  our  poflcfling  it, 
foiiear  to  the  Havanna,  occafioned  their  furprifing  the  Eiiglifli  there,  as  related  in  the  year 
2641,  burning  their  habitations,  and  murdering  the  Governor  ^  fo  that  it  remained  a  defart, 
till  refettled  in  1666;  but  was  foon  after  again  neg]e£ted  or  deferred  till  about  the  year  1690^ 
when  the  faid  Lords  proprietors  once  more  repeopled  it,  and  appointed  them  a  governor. 

In  Queen  Anne*s  war,  in  1703,  the  French  and  Spaniards  utterly  wailed  and  depopulated 
the  ifle  of  Providence,  driving  out  the  Englifli,  carrying  off  their  negroes,  &c.  and  demoiifliw 
ing  our  fort  of  Naflah  ;  and  fo  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Firft ;  when  our 
Houfe  of  Lords  addrefled  that  King,  to  replant  and  refortify  the  Bahama  Ifles,  where  pirates 
then  had  their  ufual  retreat.  Whereupon,  in  the  year  17 18,  Captain  Woods  Rogers  was  fent 
Regal  Governor  to  Providence,  to  whom  the  pirates  for  the  moft  part  fubmitted,  and  accepted 
of  our  King's  pardon ;  and  it  has  ever  fince  remained  a  regal  colony,  where  there  is  afmaB 
town,  named  Naflau,  with  two  good  and  well  defign'ed  forts,  «refi:ed  in  1745,  fo  as  to  be  no^ 
in  a  very  good  ftate  of  defence  againft  any  enemy.  And,  befide  this  principal  ifland  of  Pro^ 
vidence,  there  are  fmall  Britifli  fettlements  on  Harbour  Ifland,  and  on  Eleutliera,  and  a  fe?r 
families  on  forae  other  of  thofe  iflands,  who  join  with  the  reft  of  the  ifles  in  the  choice  of 
twenty  aflembly-men  to  reprefent  them  all.  Thofe  ifles  abound  with  many  forts  of  goody 
and  fome  very  uncommon  timbers  ;  and  with  pknty  of  ftones  and  lime  :  on  Exuma,  there  i^ 
excellent  fait ;  and  they  have  made  ibtne  eflSiys  at  fugar  canes.  The  whole  white  people,  in 
thofe  ifles  were  lately  faid  to  be  about  two  tfaoufand  in  number ;  but  the  condition  of  fuch 
kind  of  places  is  ufually  fo  flu&uating,  more  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  that  we  can  fliy  littld 
more  of  them  at  prefent. 

By  a  ftate  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  affairs,  publiihed  in  this  hfot  ycat,  it  appears 
that  their  fettlemfent  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Was,  even  fo  eariy,  in  a  pretty  good  condition; 
their  garrifon  confifted  of  five  hundred  men,  &nd  their  new  fort  was  near  compleated  :  they  in* 
deed  complained  of  fome  want  of  flaves  for  the  cultivation  of  their  lands ;  but  their  vines  and 
€live  trees  profpered  TCiy  well^ 

8  Q^»  Wheal 
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i6C6  Wheat  was,  in  this  year,  at  one  pound  fixteen  fhillings  per  quarter,  according  to  the  Chco- 
nicon  Preciofum, — a  great  bleffing  araidft  the  terrible  calamity  of  th«  great  conflagration  at 
London. 
1667  What  Alderman  Cockayne  had  fruitlefsly  attempted  for  feven^  years  together,  viz.  from 
1667  to  i6o8>  was,  in  the  year  1667,  caiily  efFefted  by  making  ufe  of  proper  workmen,  and 
taking  other  prudent  meafureSi.  For,  one  Brewer,  from  the  Netherlands,  came  over  to  Eng- 
land, with  his  fervants,  and  had  due  encouragement  from  the  crown  for  inftrufting  our  people 
in  the  dying  and  dreffing  of  our  fineft  white  woollen  cloths,  which  were  confcquently  brought 
to  the  greateft  perfeftion  before  their  exportation. 

SiiKc  Captain  Fox's  and  Captain  James's  attempts  for  a  north- weft  paffage,  through;  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  to  China,  in  the  years  1631  and  1633,  we  hear  of  no  more  until  the  year  1667, 
whenfeveral  perfons  of  worth  and  diftin£lion>  who  had  been,  for  fome  years  before,  confult- 
ing  about  that  voyage  and  difcovery,  fitted  out  a  fhip  with  merchandize  from  London,  under 
the  command  of  one  Captain  Gillara,  who  pafled  through  Hudfon's  Strcights,  and  fo  into- 
Baffin's  Bay,  as  far  as  feventy-five  degrees  northward  ;  next,  he  failed  as  far  fouth  as  fifty-one 
degrees,  odd  minutes^  where,  in  the  river  he  named  after  Prince  Rupert,  one  of  the  adventu- 
rers, he  built  Charles's  Fort,  the  firft  we  ever  had  in  Hudfon's  Bay  :    indeed,  he  was  the  firft 
that  ever  praftifed  any  thing  like  real  commerce  in  that  bay.     Gillam  carried  with  him.  two 
Frenchmen  who  had  lived  at  Quebec  in  Canada,  and  who,  upon  the  information  of  an  In- 
dian  there,  that  the  French,  by  travelling  further  north,  would  come  to  the  bottom  of  a  great 
bay  or  fea,  had  gone  home  to  France,  to  folicit  (hips  to  fail  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  but  their  pro- 
pofal  being  flighted  by  the  French  court,  our  AmbaiTador  there  picked  them  up,  and  fent  them 
to  England,  where  the  noble  adventurers  employed  them  as  above. 

The  parties  at  war  againft  England,  viz.  France  and  Holland,  being  willing  to  treat  of  a^ 
peace,  their  plenipotentiaries  meeting,  this  year,  at  Breda,  a  peace  between  England  and  France 
was  concluded  :  by  which  the  latter  yielded  up  to  England  all  their  part  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Chrif- 
tophcr,  together  with  the  ifles  of  Antigua  and  Montforrat.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifh 
court,  not  then  knowing  or  duly  weighing  the  importance  of  the. country  of  Acadia,  or  Aca-» 
die,  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  yielded  the  fame  up  to  France. 

At  the  faid  place,  and  in  the  fame  year,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  England  and  Hoi- 
land  ;.  by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  both  parties  Ihould  retain  whaf  they  then  poflefled.  But,^ 
before  it  was  quite  concluded  and  figned,  the  King,  imagining  the  peace  to  be  certain,  (fome 
fay  too,  for  faving  the  money  granted  by  Parliament,  for  lefs  valuable  ends)  omitted  to  fit  out 
his  principal  fleet  to  fea  ;  the  Dutch,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  French  court,  fent  over  Dc 
Ruyter  with  fevcnty  fliips  of  war,  who,  entering  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thames,  took  the 
fort  of  Sheernefs,  which  he  blew  up  with  a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  military  florcs,  &c» 
From  thence,  fending  Van  Ghent  with  part  of  his  fleet  up  the  river  Medway,  ta  Chatham, 
where  many  of  our  capital  ihips  lay,  he  burned  four,  the  Dutch  fay  fix,  of  them,  and  brought 
off  the  hull  of  the  Royal  Charles  :  but  two  or  three  of  the  Dutch  fhips  running  a-ground,  he 
caufed  them  to  be  burned,  to  prevent  them  falling  into  our  hands  ;  and  fo  returned  in  triumph  r 
to  his  own  coaft.  But  as  the  peace  was  now  too  far  gone  to  break  it  oiF,  it  was  foon  after 
figned. — We  fhall  here  only  further  take  notice,  that  the  fort  at  Sheernefs  has  fihcc  been  re- 
built in  fo  fubftantial  and  judicious  a  manner,  as  will  probably  prevent  any  fuch  daring  at- 
tempt hereafter. 

Yet  this  difafler,  did,  at  this  time,  create  great  unealinefs  amongft  the  Londoners,  and 
more  efpecially  in  the  people  who  had  truited  the  London  goldfmitbs  with  money,  at  a  mode- 
rate 
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1667  rate  intereft  ;  which  money,  the  faid  goldfraiths  had  advanced  to  the  King,  at  a  much  higher 
intereft,  on  the  fecurity  of  his  revenue,  as  it  fhould  come  in  ;  the  creditors  of  thefe  bankers 
being  juftly  apprehenfive  left  a  fadden  ftop  (hould  be  put  to  their  payments  at  the  Exchequer. 
The  King  therefore,  in  order  to  quiet  this  uneafinefs  in  the  people,  who  were  continually  de- 
manding their  money  of  the  faid  goldfmiths  or  bankers,  iilued  his  declaration  for  preferving 
inviolably  the  courfe  of  payments  in  his  Exchequer,  botli  with  regard  to  principal  and  inte- 
reft :  although,  in  lefs  than  five  years,  we  Iball  fee,  that  he  abfolutely  difregarded  this  folcmn 
declaration. 

At  the  faid  treaty  of  Breda,  the  Englifh  miniftcrs,  at  firft,  infifted  on  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company's  reftoring  tlie  fpice  ifle  of  Poleron ;  Cromwell  had  indeed  obliged  them,  in  the  year 
1654,  to  reftore  it :  yet  the  Dutch  had  again  feized  on  it  in  the  year  1664. — But  at  length,  Po* 
leron  was  agreed  to  be  left  to  the  Hollanders  for  ever — ^although  it  is  faid  to  yield  the  beft  nut- 
megs and  mace  of  all  the  Molucca  ifles. 

Nothing  could  more  efFeftually  demonftrate  the  excellence  of  the  Englifli  Navigation  Aft,  . 
than  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  fo  ftrenuoufly  infifting,  at  this  treaty  of  Breda,  tliat  the  faid 
law  was  deftruftive  of  the  Hollanders  commerce,  and  (hould  therefore,  by  a  claufe  therein,  be 
made  void.  Yet,  although  our  minifters  durft  not  go  fo  far,  it  was  however  thereby  ftipu- 
lated,  "  That  all  merchandize  brought  down  the  Rhine  from  Germany,  to  the  ftaple  at  Dort, 
^*  (hould  be  deemed  the  fame  as  if  it  was  the  growth  of  Holland,  and  might  confequently  be- 
**  tranfported  to  England  ill  Dutch  bottoms," 

And  whereas,  during  the  faid  war,  the  Engli(h  colony  at  Surinam,  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana, 
had  been  attacked,  and  had  furrendered  to  the  Zealand  fquadron ;  and,  confidcring  that  the 
uti  pojjidetis  was  agreed,  at  this  treaty,  to  be  the  bafis  thereof,  that  colony  was  therefore  yield- 
ed  to  the  Dutch  ;  which  England  had  never  made  of  any  great  importance  to  her  commerce, 
though  there  were  fome  fine  fugar  plantations  then  in  it,,  and*  alfo  fome  lobaccoones ;  but  the 
latter  were  not  of  any  great  value  ;  and  it  has  ever  fince  been  in  their  po(ieflion ; — as,  by  this 
fame  rule,  the  fine  province  of  New  York,  a  much  nobler  exchange,  was  confirmed  to  England. 

Laftly,  it  was  by  this  peace  ftipulated,  that  as  well  Dutch  (hips  of  war,  as  their  merchant 
Slips,  which  (hall  meet  any  £ngli(h  (hips  of  war  in  the  four  feas  furrounding  Great  Britain, 
fhall  ftrike  the  flag  and  lower  the  topfail  as  formerly.  But  the  heirs  of  Sir  William  Courtcn 
received  no  fatisfaftion  for  the  capture  of  his  two  (hips  in  India,  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company,  long  before,  after  much  ftir  made  about  it  for  many  years  paft. 

It  was,  on  the  whole,  rather  a  di(honourable  peace  for  us,  and  an  honourable  and  advanta-* 
ous  peace  for  the  Dutch :  for  although  they  hereby  quitted  all  pretenfions  to  New  York  province, 
it  was  purely  becaufe  they  were  quite  before  difpoflfeiled  of  it,  and  being  furrounded  by  the  other 
Engli(h  colonies,  could  never  have  been  able  to  regain  or  keep  pofleffion  thereof.  The  pro- 
vince  of  New  York  is  faid,  by  fome,  to  have,  on  trial,  yielded  as  good  tobacco >> as  Virginia. 
or  Maryland.  It  has  a  great  increafe  of  corn,  and  a  profitable  trade  for  furs  and  peltry,  with., 
the  Iroquois  Indians  ;  and  with  the  fugar  ifles,  for  its  horfes  and  provifions  of  all  kinds,  and' 
pipe-ftaves  ;  as  alfd  to  Madeira  and  the  Azores.     ' 

We  are  at  length  arrived  to  fomewhat  like  a  pacification  between  England  and  Spain,  'in  the 
American  feas,  where  till  now  both  nations  had  continued,  in  fome  fort,  in  a  ftate  of  hoftili- 
ty,  even  while  they  lived  peaceably  together  in  Europe.  By  this  time,  indeed,  Spain's  old 
pretenfions  to  an  univerfal  fovereignty  in  tlie  American  feas,  were. become  obfoletc;  yet  till 

now 
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1667  now  both  nations  tpok  advantages  of  each  other  in  thofe  part$  :  the  improving  fpirit  of  the 
Englifh,  and  the  great  declenfion  of  Spain*s  power,  ha  J  gained  them  confiderablc  ground  in 
America.  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  thought  it  nevertbelcfs,  at  this  time,  prudent  to  agree 
to  a  general  pacification  with  Spain,  in  America,  in  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  concluded 
with  that  crown,  that  eighth  article  whereof,  being  the  only  one  relating  to  America,  or  any 
particular  commercial  point,  runs  in  the  following  (train,  viz. 

"  We  do  mutually  agree  to  remain  on  the  fame  footing,  with  regard  to  otir  American  com- 
**  merce,  upon  which  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provincfes  of  the  Netherlands  were 
•*  put  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  between  Spain  and  the  faid  States  General, 
^*  in  the  year  1648,  which  runs  in  the  following  words,  viz, 

**  As  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  the  fubjefts  and  inhabiunts  of  the  faid  Lords,  the  King  and  the 
"  States  General,  refpeftively,  (hall  forbear  failing  to,  and  trading  in  any  of  the  harbours, 
^*  places,  &c.  poflcflcd  by  the  one  or  the  otlier  party,  viz.  tire  fubjefts  of  tl>e  faid  Lord  the 
•*  King  (hall  not  fail  to,  or  trade  in,  thofe  held  and  poflc(red  by  the  faid  Lords  the  States  ;  nor 
**  (hall  the  fubje£ls  of  the  faid  Lords  the  States  fail  to  or  trade  in  thofe  held  and  foQhttcd  by 
**  faid  Lord  the  King  of  Spain." 

This  eighth  article,  though  thus  loofely  exprefled,  was  at  leaft  a  tacit  agreement  of  the 
,«//  poffid^is  la  America  ; .  and  was  introduSory  of  another  more  explicit  treaty,  three  yeavi 
after. 

About  this  time,  France,  in  the  miniftry  of  the  (harp-fighted  Colbert,  fct  on  foot  the  fa- 
mous tapeftry  manufa£lure,  at  the  Gobelins  in  Paris  ;  for  this  end,  procuring  from  all  foreign 
parts,  drawers,  de(igners,  painters,  dyers,  and  engravers ;  alfo  workers  in  gold,  iilver,  ivory, 
t>rafs,  &c.  which,  under  the  diredion  of  the  &mous  Le  firun,  were  brought  to  great  perfec- 
tion, and  thereby  much  money  kept  at  home,  which  before  was  fent  abroad  for  ornaments 
and  curioiities  of  that  kind.  As  alfo  every  poflible  means  was  ufed  for  improving  of  old  ma- 
iiufaftures,  and  introducing  of  new  ones  and  new  branches  of  commerce.  By  all  which  mea- 
fures,  France  foon  became  the  great  rival  and  fupplanter  of  both  England  and  Holland  in  moft 
foreign  markets,  as  in  Turkey,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  more  particularly  for  woollen 
goods,  with  which,  till  after  this  time,  the  two  firft  named  nations  alone  fupplied  moft  of  the 
countries  of  Europe. 

Yet,  in  fome  refpefts,  the  French  overfhot  the  mark,  as  even  their  countryman,  Mon(ieur 
Huet,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Commerce,  obferves  :  for,  **  by  laying  fuch  high  du« 
**  ties  on  all  foreign  merchandize  imported, — and  pretending  to  fell  their  own  merchandize 
*^  to  other  nations,  without  buying  any  from  them,  they  vainly  imagined,  that  foreign  na« 
**  tions  could  not  be  without  French  wares  ;  for  which,  too,  they  would  pay  ready  money  to 
•*  France,  whilft  the  French  took  olF  none  of  theirs.  This,"  he  obferves,  "  made  both  the 
**  Engli(h  and  Dutch  fet  up  many  of  the  manufactures  they  were  acchftomed  to  have  from 
''  France,  and  who,  efpecialLy  the  Dutch,  fold  thetii  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  France,  much 

cheaper  than  France  could  afford  to  do ;  fuch,  particularly,  as  broad  filks,  gold  and  (ilver 

brocades,  ribbons,  laces,  hats,  hardware,  watches,  toys,  paper,  &c.  and  have  iince  been 

wonderfully  fuccefsful  therein."  We  may  add,  th4t,  in  England  our  broad  filk  manufac- 
ture has  been  brought  to  great  perfe£tion,  as  alfo  that  of  hardware,  watches,  and  haberda(he« 
ry ;  and  our  paper,  quite  a  modem  manufadture,  fo  iix  improved^  as  Co  lave  great  fums,  for- 
merly paid  to  France. 

a  In 
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#668'     In  January  1668,  N.  S.  Xing' Charles  II.  of  England,  concluded  with  the  States  General 

of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands-,  a'dbfonfive  alliance  ;  and,  in  February  following, 
a  treaty  of  commerpe,  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

Articles  I.  ll.  "  The  King's  fubjefts  may  freely  trade  with  fuch  kingdoms  and  ftates  with 
^  whom  he  is  in  peace,  although  the  States  General  fhould  happen  to  be  at  war  with  the  faid 
^  kingdoms  and  ftates  ;r— which- freedom  fliall  extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandize,  but  contra- 
**.  band  goods. 

III.  '*  By  [contraband  goods  are  meant,  all  forts  of  fTre-arms,  gun-powder,  and  military 
'**  inftrumeuts  of  war :  alfo,  ropes,  horfes^  faltpetre,  horfe  accoutrements,  faddles,  bridles, 
«  &c. 

IV.  "  But proviiGbns  ©r all  kinds,  for  the  luftenancc  of  life,  may  be  carried  freely  even  to 
^  the  enemies  of  the  States,  excepting  only  to  towns  befieged  or  invefted. 

V.  **  Englifli  (hips  entering  laden  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  States^  with  an  intention  to- 
^  fail  thence  to  places  at  war  with  them,  fhall  only  be  obliged  to  produce  their  pailports,  con«- 
**  taining  an  attefted  inventory  of  their  lading,  and  then  may  freely  proceed. 

VI.  VII.  VIII^  "  Other  means  to  be  ufed  where  there  may  be  juft  ground  for  fufpicion; 
**  of  carrying  contraband  merchandize, 

IX.  **  Contraband  goods,  found  in  Englifh  (hips  bound  to  the  ports  of  enemies  of  tho. 
*^  States,  (hall  be  taken  out,  but  neither  the  (hip,  nor  the  other  merchandize,  (hall  be  feized^ 

X.  **  Merchandize  fent  by  the  King's  fubjefts,  in  (hips  belonging  to  tlie  enemies  of  die 
**  States,  even  though  not  contraband,  (hall  be  forfeited  together  with  the  other  goods  in  fuch 
^  (hips :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  whatever  is  found  on  board  Briti(h  (hips,  though  tlie  ladings 
^  or  any  part  ^f  it,  (hould  belong  to  the  enemies  of  the  States,  (hall  be  free,  except  they  be^^ 
•*  contraband  goods. 

XL  "  And' the  fubjefls  and  (hips  of  the  States  General  (hall,  in  all  refpcSs,  enjoy  all  the* 
before  named  and  after  named  privileges  allowed  to  the  King's  fubje£ts  and  (hips,  in  refect  . 
ence  to  trade  and  navigation  on  the  coafts,  and  irk  the  ports  of  the  faid  King's  dominionr.- 
XIT.  XIII.  XIV.  "  No  violence  nor  injury  (hall  be  offered  by  Briti(h  (hips  and  fubjeSs^ 
•*  to  thofc  of  the  States,  and  vice  verfa^  and  the  commanders  of  privateers,  before  they  put  to 
**  fca,  (hall  give  fecurity,  to  the  value  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  or  fifteen  thou« 
*•  fand  guilders,  for  this  end  :  but  if  a  commander  of  any  Englifh  (hip  (hall  take  a  veflTel,  la- 
den with  prohibited  goods,  he  (hall  not  be  allowed  to  open  chefts,  &c.  noF  to  fell,  barter^, 
or  make  away  with  them  till  brought  on  ihore,  in  the  prefence  of  the  of&cers  for  prizes  : 
and  unlefs  the* prohibited  goods  make  only  a  part  tf  the  lading,  in  which  cafe  they  Ihail  be 
**  prefently  taken  out,  that  the  (hip  may  purfue  the  voyage.. 

XV.  XVI.  XVII.  *«  The  King  promifes  to  do  all  poffiblc  right  and  juftice  in  the  cafe  of 
**  prizes ;  and,  in  cafe  the  States  minifters  complain  of  any  inju(lice  in  thafcntences  pafled, 
**  the  fame  (hall  be  reviewed  by  his  council  in  three  months  fpace, — Neither  (hall  the  contro- 
•*  verted  goods  be  fold  or  difpofed  of  in  the  mean  time,  unlefs  perifhable,  ,but  by  the  confent 
«<  of  the  parties  complaining;  who,  iftheygeta  fentence  in  their  favour,  either  m  the  firft 
or  fccond  inftance,  fuch  fentCj^ce,  upon  giving  fecurity,  (hall  be  put  in  execution,  although 
the  ether  appeal  to  a  higher  court ,  but  not  againft  the  opponents,  if  the  fentence  (hould  be 
•^  pronounced  in  their  favour.  And  finally,  all  the  foregoing  ftipulations  (hall  be  equally  ob- 
«  ferved  by  the  States,  in  refpeft  to  the  fuits  or  the  King's  fubjcas."— Vide  vol.  i  p.  136,  of 
«  CoUedion  of  Treaties,  fecond  editioa,  273;^« 
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•1668  The  ingenious  and  well-known  trcatife,  entitled.  The  BrJtifli  Merchant,  and  many  otho/ 
-writers,  loudly  and]  uftly  complain  of  England's  giving  too  much  encouragement  to  the  con- 
fumption  of  French  wines  and  brandies,  and  to  the  wear  of  their  iilks,  linens,  hats,  &c.  for« 
merly  in  immenfe  quantities. 

That,  until  the  year  1668,  French  wines  were  fold  in  London  at -eight  pence  per  quart :  but 
that  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  quart  being,  in  this  year,  laid  on  them,^  they  were  thenceforward 
fold  for  many  years  after  at  twelve  pence  per  quart ;  whilft  we  took  off  infinite  quantities  of 
them,  and  of  almoft  every  other  fpecies  of  French  merchandize,  and  that  nation,  on  the  con- 
trary, were  continually  dirainifliing  more  and  more  their  confumption  of  Englifti  manufac- 
tures and  merchandize,  by  new  and  high  impofitions,  obftruftions,  and,  at  length,  prohibi- 
tions :  infomuch,  that,  in  this  fame  year  1668,  according  to  the  above  named  Britifh  Mer- 
chant, vol.  iii.  p.  315,  316,  firft  pubiilhed  in  17 13,  the  general  balance  of  the  trade  of  Eng- 
land, was  moft.grievoufly  to  our  lofs,  viz. 

Imported  into  England,  in  the  year  .1668,  from  all  the  world  4,196,139  17    o 

£xported  ^  -  ^  -  -  2,063,274  19    o 


The  imports  exceed  the  exports,  thefumof  ^.  2,132,864  18    o 


«< 

Ai 


This  great  national  lofs,"  continues  our  faid  author,  **  was  owing  to  our  having  a  full 
trade  with  France.  Which  full  trade  being  afterwards  prohibited,  the  general  balance  in  the 
year  1699,  was  got  to  be  fo  far  in  pur  favour  as  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  ten  Shillings  and  nine  pence.  Total  gained  by  us 
from  having  no  trade  with  France  in  the  year  1699,  three  millon  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  eight  fliillings  arid  nine  pence ;  which  ba- 
lance, in  the  year  1703,  was  fo  confiderably  increafcd  as  to  be  no  lefs  than  two  million  one 
hundred  and  fevenieen  thoufandiive  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  three  (hillings  and 
**  ten  pence  halfpenny.  Total  gained  by  us  from  having  no  trade  with  France,  in  the  year 
1703,  four  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds, 
one  (hilling  and  ten  pence  halfpenny. — A  moft  intercfting  confideration." 
As  the  Britilh  Merchant's  principal  author  was  Mr.  Martin,  then  Infpeftor  General  of  the 
Briti(h  Cuftoms,  a  gentleman  of  great  honour  and  abilities,  we  may  fafcly  rely  on  the  truth  of  ' 
thefc  balances,  and  may  fairly  draw  fome  very  ufeful  and  important  inferences  therefrom,  in 
•behalf  of  our  foreign  commerce,  and  alfo  particularly  in  favour  of  our  American  continent  • 
plantations  ;  which,  to  our  vaft  benefit,  might,  by  the  help  of  bounties  and  other  encourage- 
-ments,  in  a  few  years  be  brought  to  fupply  us  with  all  the  merchandize  we  now  take  from 
Norway  ;.  and,  indeed,  moft,  if  not  all,  that  we  take  from  tlie  countries  on  both  (hores  of  the 
Baltic  Sea,  with  all  which  parts  the  balance  is  greatly  againft  us.  A  wife  nation,  therefore, 
ihould  not  hefitate  a  moment  on  a  point  fo  clear  as  this  is  univerfally  judged  to  be. 

**  At  this  time  alfo,"  fays  the  fame  ingenious  author,  "  The  laudable  Englifh  fa(hions  of 
'**  former  times  began  to  alter  in  favour  of  France,  The  womens  hats  were  turned  into  hoods 
made  of  French  filk  ;  whereby  every  maid  fervant  in  England  became  a  (landing  revenue  to 
the  French  King  of  the  half  of  her  wages.  Many  hats  for  men  were  likewife  brought  from 
'**  France,  which  alfo  fupplied  Italy  with  woollen  goods,  made  of  Engli(h  wool  run  to  them, 
^*  in  return  for  Italian  filk,  which  France  manufaftured,  and  fold  to  England  to  pay  for  that 
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1668  "  wool.     And  whilft  they  laid  fuch  high  duties  on  our  woollen  cloths  as  amounted  to  a  pro- 

"  hibition,  we  were  in  a  manner  totally  fupplicd  with  their  linens  ;  beiide  their  wines,  bran- 
**  dies,  paper,  &c."  And  this  alfo  fupplies  us  with  another  obvious  inference,  viz.  to  learn 
even  from  enemies  whatever  may  be  fDr  the  national  advantage. 

In  the  faid  year.  1668,  by  Lord  Alhley's  perfuafion,  who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, King  Charles  the  Second,  of  England,  inftituted  a  Council  'of  Commerce ;  confifting 
of,  a  Prcfident, — falary,  eight  hundred  pounds ;  Vice  Prcfident,— fix  hundred  pounds ;  and 
nrne  other  counfellors,  with  each  five  hundred  pounds  falary  ;  who,  inftead  of  the  former  me- 
thod of  referring  all  commercial  matters  to  a  fluftuating  committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
which  was  liable  to  feveral  objeftions,  were  to  apply  themfelves  diligently  to  the  advancement 
f)f  tlie  nation's  commerce,  colonies,  manufaftures,  and  (hipping.  But  as  this  King  was  never 
long  conflant  in  any  very  laudable  regulation,  he,  a  few  years  after,  laid  afide  fo  very  be- 
neficial an  inftitution,  too  cxpenfivc^fo  for  him  to  fpare  from  his  pleafures ;  fo  that 
commercial  matters  fell  into  their  former  way  of  a  reference  to  a  committee  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

In  this  fame  year.  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  having  in  January  concluded  a  defenfive 
alliance  with  the  Dutch,  to  which  the  King  of  Sweden  acceded,  called,  by  way  of  eminence 
the  Triple  Alliance  ;  to  the  intent  to  oblige  France  to  make  a  reafonable  peace  with  Spain, 
whereby  the  reft  of  the  Spaniih  Netherlands  might  be  preferved  ;  in  the  fame  year,  concluded 
-alfo  the  before  recited  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Dutch. 

At  length  Fiance  was  induced  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Spain,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  though 
on  the  following  very  difadyantageous  terms  for  the  latter^  Spjiin  now  yielding  up  to  France 
the  towns  and  forts  of  Charleroy,  Binch,  Aeth,  Doway,  Fort  Scarp,  Tournay,  Lifle,  Oude- 
narde,  Armcntiers,  Courtray,  Bergucs,  and  Fumes,  together  with  their  bailywicTcs,  chatel- 
lanies,  territories,  and  dependencies.  Thus  France  got  a  more  firm  footing  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  whereby  the  balance  of  power  between  thofe  two  great 
i  nations  was  fliameftilly  fufFered,  by  King  Charles  H.  of  England,  to  be  quite  deftroyed  ;  who, 
<  liad  he  felt  any  great  regard  for  England's  t:ommercial  interefts,  or  for  the  equilibrium  of 
£ur©pc^in  general,  might  have  undoubtedly  prevented  it. 

Yet  Lewis  XIV.  fcarcely  kept  to  this  peace  for  fo  long  as  two  years,  without  making  fcr* 
ther  encroachments  on  Spain's  weak  King,  Charles  11.  and  his  feebly  declining  monarchy. 
Atthistime^  however,  Lewis  found  himfelf  obliged  tOsreftore  back  to  Spain  the  county  of 
Burgundy,  commonly  called  Franche  Comptc,  the  invading  whereof  and  of  the  Netherlands, 
ihad  obliged  Spain  to  make  peace  with,  and  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  Portugal. 

In  this  fame  year,  Charles  IL  of  England,  granted  a  new  charter  to  the  famous  Cinque  Ports, 
fituated  on  the  coafts  of  Kent  and  Suflex,  by  which  he  confirmed  their  ancient  privileges, 
with  fome  new  regulations,  more  fuitable  to  modern  times,  relating  to  taxes,  and  the  election 
of  officers,  &c.  now  of  no  ufc  to  our  purpofe.  Since  our  vaft  incrcafe  of  the  royal  navy, 
thefc  Cinque  Ports  arc  no  more  of  any  great  importance ;  though,  as  we  have  more  than  once 
■  ihewn,  they  were  greatly  ufeful  to  our  Norman  race  of  Kings  in  their  expeditions  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  alfo  in  cafe  of  threatened  invafions  from'  thence^  before  our  Kings  had  any  royal 
navy,  properly  fo  called. 

We  learn  the  retail  prices  of  wine«  at  London,  in  this  year  1668,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament 
of  the  twentieth  of  Charles  IL  cap.  4.  for  laying  the  following  duties  thereon,  viz. 

Vol.  IL  3  R    •  For 
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1668  For  every  quart  of  Frepch  wipe  rctj^iled,  four  pcncp ;  of  Spanifh  wine,  andall  other  wines,, 
fix  pence ;  brandies,  and  all  other  fpirits  imported,  twelve  pence  per  quarts— aad,  for  the  bet- 
enabling  retailers  to  pay  thofe  dntips  on  wines,  they  arc  impowercd  to  take  or  demand  for 
every  quart  of  French  wine,  four  pence ;  and  of  Spanilh,  &c.  wines,  fix  pence,  over  and  above 
the  prices  they  were  fold  at  before — Provided,  that  French  wines  ihall  not  hereafter  be  fold 
at  above  twelve  pence,  nor  Spanifli,  &c.  wines,  at  above  twp  fhillings  per  quart,  the  faid  new 
duties  included.  Tbisfhe^s,  that  till  thefe  new  duties  were  laid,  French  wines,  as  already 
obferved,  were  retailed  at  eight  pence,  and  Spanilh,  &c,  w^es,  at  one  IbiUing  and  fix  pence 
per  quart. 

The  timber  of  th^  King's  foreft  of  Dean>,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  being pf  late  much  deftroyed  ^ 
by  an  aA  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year  1668,  cap.  iii.  *^  Eleven  thoufand  acres  of  the  wafte 
♦*Jands  in  that  foreft  were  dircfted  tabe  inclofed,  far  the  growth  and  prefervation  of  oak  tini- 
**  ber,  for  the  fupply  of  the  rayal  navy,  and  the  maintenance  of  fliipping  for  the  trade  of  this 
^  nation.^  So  fays  this  aft,  and  we  w^fhitmay  be  inquired- into  whether  the  fame  be  duly 
obferved  at  this  day. 

1669  It  is  fcarcely  worth  relating,  were  it  not  being  fomewhat  hiftorical,  in  refpeft  of  the  linem 
manufacture,  what  the  anonymous  author  of  a  book  frequently  before  quoted,  entitled,  The^ 
happy  future  Sfate  of  England,  acquaints  us  with,  viz.  that  in  tlie  year  1669,  there  was  twen* 
ty-three  thouland  fix  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  weight  of  linen  yarn  imported  from  Scotland 
into  the  port  of  Londom  He  alfo  relates^  that  at  tills  time,  the  Ftench  ^roteftant$,  fettled) 
at  Ipfwich,  made  linen  of  fifteen  fhillings  per  ell. 

Under  tliis  year  1669,  Penfionary  DeWitt,  in  his  Intcreft  of  Holland,  fpeaking  of  the  in- 
creafed  power  of  England,  begins  fo  far  back  as  the  preceding  century..    **  Thus,"  fays  hc^ 
**  when  the  compulfive  laws  of  tliic  Ncthcrland  Halls,,  had  firft  driven  the  cloth-weaving  from- 
*\  the  cities  into  our  villages,  and  thence  into  England,  and  that,  by  tlie  cruelty  of  the  Duke^ 
**  D*Alva,  the  fay-weaving  went  alfo  after  it ;  theEnglilb,  by  degrees,  began  to  vend  their* 
*'  manufactures  throughout  Europe  :  they  became  potent  at  fea,  and  no  longer  to  depend  on^ 
♦*  the  Netherlands. — Alfa  by  that  difcovery  of  the  incxpreffibly  rich  cod-bank  of  Newfound— 
^  land,  thofe  of  Briftol  in  parti<rular  made  ufe  of  that  advantage. — Moreover,  the  long  perfe- 
^  cution  of  Puritans  in  England  has  occafioned  the  planting  of  many  Englilh,' colonies  in  A- 
**  merica,  by  which  they  drive  a  very  confiderable  foreign  trade  thither. — So  that  this  mighty- 
^  .ifland,  united  with  Ireland  under  one  King — feated  ia  the  midft  of  Europe,  having  a  dear- 
**  deep  coaft,  with  good  havens  and  baysj  in  fo  narrow  a  fea,  that  all  foreign  (hips  that  fail 
^*  either  to  the  eaftward  or  the  weftward,  are  neccffitated,  even  in  fair  weather,  to  ihun  the 
^  dangerous  French  coaft,  and  fail  along  that  of  England,  and  in  ftorjny  weather  to  ran^ 
**  in  and  preferve  their  lives,  fhips,  and  merchandize  in  its  bays^ — So  that  England  now,  by 
*^  its  conjunction  with  Scotland,  being  much  increafcd  in  ftrength,.  as-weU  by  manufaftures^ 
*^  as  by  a  great  navigation,  will  in  all  refpe£ts  be  formidable  to-  all  Enropei.   For,  according. 
«*  to  the  proverb,.—'  a  mafterat  fea  is  a  lord  at.land;' — and  more  efpecially  a  King  of  England^. 
**  feeing  he  is  able,  both  whole  fleets  and  private  (hips  of  war,  at  all  times,  to  feize  on«  ftiip». 
"  failing  by  that  coaft;.  the  wefterly  winds  which  blow  for  moft*  part,  of  the  year  on  this^ 
*'  fide  of  the  tropic  giving  the  Englifh'  great  opportunities  to  fail  out  of  their  numerous; 
^  bays  and  harbours,  at  pleafiire,  to  infeft  our  navigation. — Of  which  formidable  power  King^, 
«*  Henry  the  Eighth  was  fo  fenfible,  that  he  dared  to  ufc  this  device.  Cut  adhareo praejl^ — i.  e. 
^  He  whom  I  afiift  Ihall  be  mafter;^-'and. he  accordingly  made  war  as  he  lifted;  fometime»> 
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1669  **  againft  France,  at  other  times  againft  Spaiii,  though  then  ftrengthened  with  the  German 
"  'Empire  and  thefc  Nctlicrlands  ;  making  peace  at  his  own'plcafurc,  both  with  King  Francis 
"  the  Firft,  and  with  the  Emperor  Charles  thcFiftti,  whom  he  dared  fo  horribly  to  detpife  as 
*'  to  re'piidiatehis  Aunt  Qiieen  Catherine." 

rS*  Thus  this  able,  though  Frenchified,  Minifter  of  State  lays  down  an  immutably  intcreft- 
ing  leflbn  for  Britain,  viz.  ever  to  be  fuperior  to  any  other  nation  on  the  ocean  ;  whereby  we 
ihall  ever  be  fuperior  in  commerce :  and  whilft  we  prefervc,  by  fuch  a  conduft,  our  great  in- 
fluence on  the  councils  of  the  nations  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  we  Ihall  incrcafe  our  wealth 
and  prefervc  our  independence,  and  our  confequenr  liberty.  Neitlier  need  we,  on  [this  fub- 
Jeft,  to  obferve,  that  our  fupetiority  at  fea  muft  ever  be  very  confiderable  ;  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  guard  of  our  own  extenfive  coafts,  but  alfo  for  the  proteftion  of  our  commerce, 
on  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth.  This  will  ever  be  our  great  palladium ;  and,  according 
to  the  poet, 

**  We  ttien  moft  bappy,  who  can  fear  no  force, 

^'  But  winged  troops  and  Pegafean  horfe  !"  wall£R« 

In  this  ycar,r  the  French  Prime  Minifter,  Colbert,  brought  from  Holland,  Van  Robais,  a 
Dutch  merchant,  to  fettle,  with  five  hundred  workmen^  at  Abbeville,  in  Picardie,  where  a 
new  manufa£ture  for  fuperfine  woollen  broad  cloth  was  fuccefsfuUy  fet  on  foot.  It  is  fuper- 
fluous  to  recite  all  the  privileges,  immunities,  and  furos  of  money,  beftowed  on  him  and  his 
faid  workmen. — From  thirty  looms,  in  the  year  168 1,  he  was  encouraged  to  fet  on  foot  fifty. 
Jn  1698,  Van  Robais's  looms  amounted  to  eighty.  And,  in  1708,  they  exceeded  one  hun- 
dred in  number. — And  the  French  King,  for  doing  the  greater  honour  to  this  new  manuiac- 
tc^iy*  gave  leave  even  for  the  noblefle  to  be  concerned  in  it,  without  its  detra£ting  from  their 
nobility. 

And,  for  procuring  a  fuiBcient  vent  for  thefe  and  other  French  woollen  goods  in  Turkey, 
money  was  iflued  to  the  merchants  of  Marfeilles  out  of  the  King's  treafure,  to  be  re-paid  after 
the  return  of  the  fhips  from  Turkey:  in  confequence  of  which  that  city  has  gradually  fup- 
planted  England  and  Holland  of  much  of  theit  Turkey  trade.  And  the  apprehenfi^ns  of  fome 
people  go  fo  far  as  to  think,  Marfeilles  will  be  able  in  time  to  engrofs  the  whole  of  it. 

France,  at  this  time,  as  has  been  already  in  part  obferved,  began  to  abound  in  all  kinds  of 
curious  manufeftures,  toys,  &c.  with  which  they  fupplied  every  corner  of  Europe.  One 
moftjnaterial  thing,  however,  they  hitherto  wanted,  for  compleating  their  fupcriority  over  the 
reft  of  the  world,  viz.  a  fupcriority  of  naval  power. 

Penfionary  De  Witt,  who  firft  wrote  at  this  time,  his  Intercft  of  Holland,  obferves,  in 
part  ii.  chap.  7,  that,  "  it  is  apparent  the  French  have  very  few  Ihips  and  mariners  of  their 
**  own  :  fo  that  all  their  traffic  is  carried  on  by  Holland  fhips,  and  to  Holland,  or  at  leaft  by 
**  unlading  there,  fome  few  Englifh  fhips  and  traffic  excepted  :  and  when  any  goods  are  to  be 
*^  tranfported  from  one  French  harbour  to  another,  they  are  put  on  board  Ihips  of  Holland.** 
•*-This  was  the  cafe  at  this  time. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  Voltaire*s  Agfe  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  it  is  faid,  that  this  great 
Prince  foon  aft6r  granted  a  bounty  of  five  iivres  per  ton  for  every  new  built  fliip  in  France ; 
by  which  means  fhipping  foon  became  more  plenty  :  yet,  he  fays,  that  fo  ignorant  were  they 
then  in  France,  that  not  a  few  condemned  thofe  wife  regulations  as  pernicious^ 

3  R  a  rr  With 


500  AN    BISTORICAL     AKD    C  H  HQK  0  L  OG  I  C  A  L    DEDUCTION 


A     D. 


1669  r^  With  re{pe£t  to. the  woollen  inani|fa£tares  in  gpnera^  there  is  a  very  great  miftake  whick 
prevails  with  many  even  to  this  day,  in  imagining,  that  the  fine  broad  cloth  in  France  is  prin- 
cipally fupported  by  our  Englifh  run  wool.  Seeing  it  is  well  known,  that  the  real  very  fuper- 
fine  cloth  every  where  muft  be  entirely  of  Spanifh  wool';  znd  therefore  often  called  Spaniflt 
cloth.  And  that  although  the  iecond  fort  of  French  cloth  is  much  meliorated  by  the  help  of 
our  fine  fliort  wool,  yet,  fdr  the  moil  part,  the  beft  wool  of  France  alone  may  da  well  enough 
for  their  coarfe  cloths.^-And  it  is  principally  for  their  fine  fluffs,  hofe,  caps,  &c.  that  the 
French  find  our  fbft  and  long  combing  wool,  the  beft  of  its  kind  in  all  Europe,  abfolutely  ne-^ 
ceflary ; — ^as,  without  a  certain  proportion  thereof,  mixed  up  with  their  owa  wool^  they  can-- 
not  make  thoie  fine  goods  fit  for  the  markets  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy.  Moreowr,  hf 
runningofonr  wool  to  Hamburg,  Holland,  Flanders,  France,  &c.  thofe  countries  are  enabled 
to  manufafture  thofe  ftuffs  and  ftocking$,  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  own  nuinufadurers. 

France,  in  our  days,  takes  fvoia  us  no  other  commodities  than"  what  they  can  further  im^ 
prove  or  manufafture ;  or  elfe,  fuch  as  they  carmot  as  yet  be  without,,  riz.  raw-hides,  leather^ 
beef,  and  butter,  chiefiy  from  Ireland  ;  aivd  alfo  much  leaf  tobacco. 

So  much  was  die  commerce  and  navigation  of  Holland  improved  fince  the  pacification  witly 
Spain  in  the  year  1648,.  to  the  time  of  De  Wht^s  firft  writing  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  in  the* 
year  1669,  viz.  in  twenty-one  years  time^— that,  in  part  ii.  chap.  2,  he  thinks  it  was  increaf^ 
ed  one  half.  ^^  That  it  was  during  her  before  named  war  with  Holland,.,  that  Spain  left  the 
♦*  bulk  of  her  naval  power  r  and  fince  the  above  named  peace  we  have  moftly  beat  the  Eafter-^ 
*^  lings  and  the  Englifh  out  of  the  trade  to  Spain,  all  the  coafts  of  which  country  are  navigated^ 
**  chiefly  with  Dutch  (hipping ;  and,  for  want  of  ihips  and  {ailors  of  their  own,  Spain  has 
**  now  openly  begun  to  hire  Dutch  Ihips  to  fail  to.  her  Indies,  though  formerly  fo  careful  to 
**  exclude  all  foreigners  from  thence  :  and  fo  great  is  the  fupply  of  Dutch  manufaftures  to 
•*  Spain,  &c.  that  all  the  merchandize  brought  from  the  Spanifti  Weft  Indies  is  not  fufficient 
"  to  make  returns  fi^r  them  ;  fb  that  the  Dutch  carry  home  the  balance  in  money.*' 

The  faid  great  author,  De  Witt,  has,  for  the  better  illuftration  of  the  increafe  of  the  Dutchs 
commerce  and  of  their  people,  exhibited  the  computed  number  of  die  inhabitants  of  the*  pro- 
vince of  Holland  and  Weft  Frieflaud,  with  the  feveral  means  whereby  they  are  fupported  at 
tliistime,  viz. 

«  I.  By  the  fiffierics  at  fta,  and  the  ftveral  trades  and'trafiic  depending  thereon        450,000^ 

"II.  By  agriculture  of  all  kinds,  turf-making,  inland  fifliing,  and  by  furniftiing 
^  thofe  people  with  all  forts  of  materials,  they  being  hufbandmen  -  200,000' 

**  III.  By  manufaSurcs,  fhipping,  works  of  art,  kc.  confiimed  abroad;  and.  by 
♦*  trades  relating  to  the  faid  manufactures  -  -  -  650,00a 

"  IV.  By  navigating  for  freight  and  trade  jointly,  cxclufive  of  the  fifliery,  and 
•*^  trades  depending  thereon  -  ^  .  ^  -  250,000^ 

V.  By  all  the  before  named  people,  men*,  women,  and  children,  who  muft  be 
fupplied  with  what  they  want ;  as  food,  cloathing,  houfing,  furniture,  and  all 
other  things  for  art,  eafe,  pleafure,  and  ornament  -  -  650,000* 

VI.  Gentry,^  without  employment ;  civil  magiftrates,  and  officers  ;.  and  fuch 
as  live  on  their  eftatcs  or  money ;  {bldiers ;  the  poor  ia  hofpitals,,  beggars,  &c.        200,000 
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>669      He  adds,  "  That  the  eighth  part  of  this  number  could  not  be  fupplled  with  ncceflarics  out 

*'  of  the  produ6l  of  Holland,  it  being  their  gain  by  traffic  which  brings  in  the  neceflaries  for 

**  the  other  fcven-eighth  parts  of  the  whole  people," 

In  another  place,  chap.  vi.  part  3,,  he  acquaints  us,  •*  That  the  city  of  Anrilcrdam  hath,  to 
"  his  faid  time,  been  enlarged  two  parts  in  tl>ree.  And  yet  none  can  obferve  that  eitlier  the 
*^  houfes  or  the  inhabitants  are  thereby  leilened  in  value  :  and  that  it  is  fo  augmented  in  build* 
**  ings,  that  the  impofts  on  the  bulky  goods  of  that  city  only,  ii>  the  laft  farm,  yielded  above 
**  three  hundred  thoufand  guilders  more  thaa  in  the  former  farm  -,  and  we  may  affirm  the  like 
*•  of  Leyden,  Dort,  and  other  cities  in  proportion.** 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  after  a  long  .contefl  with  the  King  of 
Macafiar^  in  the  Eaft  Indies^  obliged  him  to  yield  up  the  fortrefs  of  that  name. 

King  Charles  of  England,  having  now  received  intelligence,  that  the  Spaniards  had  aban« 
doned  the  moft  part  of  the  great  province  of  Chili,  in  South  America,  was  advifed  to  attempt 
•  a  fettlement  in  a  country  fo  greatly  abounding  in  gold,  &c.  He  therefore  (ent  out  Sir  Joha 
Narborougb,  with  a  ihip  of  thirty-fix  guns  and  a  pink,  with  orders  to  make  difcoveries  on 
thatcoaft,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  South  Seas.  He  pafTed  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  failing; 
along  the  coafts  of  Patagonia  and  Chili ;  but  as  his  orders  were  exprefs,  not  to  moleft  the  Spa- 
niards in  thofe  parts,  and  as  the  Spaniards  at  Baldivia  would  not  permit  him  to  trade  with  tlie^ 
Indians,  and  had  feized  his  lieutenant  and  three  of  his  failors,  he  judged  it  prudent  to  return- 
home  ;  which  he  accordingly  did  by  the  fame  Magellanic  Straits ;  which,  probably,  none  after 
him  has  ever  attempted,  as  the  voyage  round  Cape  Home  into  the  Somh  Seas  is  every  way  fo 
fuperior.  He  arrived  in  England  in  the  year  167 1 ;  and  his  obfervations  and  draughts  were 
afterwards  publifhed.  Which  is  all  that  is  needful  to  (ay  on  this  expedition,  after  briefly  ob- 
ferving,  that  fuch  a  fettlement  as  was  hereby  prapofed  to  be  made  ir^  fo  remote  »  part  of  the 
world  from  England,  in  fo  tempeftuous  an  ocean,  and  with  fo  obftinate  a  people  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  Chili,  would  have,  probably,  been  attended  with  almoft  infuperable  difficulties ; 
fince  Spain  itfelf,  though  poflefTed  of  the  countries  nortlvand  eaft  of  Chili,  has  had  enoughr 
to  do  to  prefcrve  their  footing  there. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Turks  compleated  the  total  conqueft  of  the  noble  ifhnd  of  Candia^ 
anciently  Crete,  from  the  republic  of  Venice.  Their  fiege  of  its  capital  city,  of  the  fame 
name,  lafted  twenty  *eight  months,  at  which  alone  the  Turks  are  faid  to  have  loft  one  hundred 
thoufand  men,  and  in  their  conqueft  of  tlie  whole  yfland,  above  half  a  million  of  men  ;  which 
provoked  the  brutifh  Grand  Vizir  to  monftfous  cruelties.  As  Candialies  diredly  in  the  way 
of  the  navigation  from  and  to  Conftantinople,  and  to  the  Turkifh  ifles  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  alfo  to  Egypt,  &c.  it  was  a  very  mortifying  objeft  to  them  whilft  in  the  pofleffion  or 
Venice. 

It  is  commonly  remarked,  that  ever  fincc  this  conqueft,  the  naval  power  ©f  Turkey  ha^ 
greatly  decreafed  ;  poffibly,  becaufe  fince  being  poflefled  of  Candia  they  are  more  fecure-  and 
uninterrupted  in  their  comnaunication  with  Egypt,  and  their  other  Levantine  provinces.—* 
Formerly  the  Turks  were  very  formidable  in  thofe  feas;  and  iivieed  fcvcral  parts  of  their  do- 
jiiinions  afford  great  abundance  of  materials  for  fhip-bui^lding  and*  naval  ftores  ;  but,  as  they 
never  were  much,  and  now  lefe  than  ever,  addiAed  to  commerce^  this  reafon  alone  is:  fuffi*-> 
cient  to  account  for  the  prefent  declenfion  of  their  marine. 

It  was  in  or  about  this  year,  that  the  French  Eaft  India  Company  abandoned  their  fettle- 
,        ment  in  Madagafcar^^  called  by  them  Tlilp  Dauphine^  as  not  finding  it  worth  keeping,  and*. 
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1669  transferred  their  principal  refidence  to  Surat  in  India.  Soon  after,  the  King,  by  the  patronage 
of  Colbert,  granted  them  the  haven  of  Port  X^ouis,  in  Bretagne,  for  their  Ihips  ;  in  virtue  of 
which  grant,  they  afterwards  eftablilhed  their  warehoufes,  Ihips,  and  magazines,  at  what  they 
named  Port  L'Orient,  near  Port  Louis.  Colbert  alfo  obtained  for  this  Company  a  remiffion 
from  the  King  of  three  millions  of  livres  due  to  him.  He  alfo  obtained  for  them  an  exemp- 
tion from  all  duties  on  their  imported  -merchandize.  Notwitbftanding  all  whicb>  their  afiairs 
remained  at  his  death,  in  the  year  1683,  in  a  declining  condition. 
J670  It  was  in  or  about  this  year,  that  the  wear  of  the  flimfy  muflins  from  India  was  firft  intro- 
duced into  England :  before  which  time  our  more  natural  and  ufual  wear  was  cambricks.  Si- 
leiia  lawns,  and  fuch  kind  of  fine  flaxen  linens,  from  Flanders  and  Germany,  in  return  for 
our  woollen  manufadures,  of  various  kinds,  exported  to  thofe  countries  in  very  coniiderable 
quantities. 

In  this  year  an  additional  a£t  of  Parliament,  of  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  King  Charles  II. 
cap.  xi.  pailed  for  the  rebuilding  of  London,  the  uniting  of  fundry  parities,  the  rebuilding  of 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  the  parochial  churches. 

Whereby,  firft,  the  following  fireets  were  direfled  to  be  widened,  viz.  Paternofter-Row, 
Warwick-Lane,  Watling-Street,  Candle wick^ Street,  near  the  former,  Eaftcheap,  Switliin's- 
Lane,  Little  Wood-Street,  Milk-Street,  Tower-Street,  Water-Lane,  near  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
Rood-Lane,  St.  Mary  Hill,  Thames -Street,  from  London-Bridge  to  Puddle-Dock,  Pye- 
Corner,  Threadneedle- Street,  and  the  paflage  at  Holborn-Bridge. 

Secondly,  The  following  public  buildings  were  dircfted  to  be  enlarged,  viz.  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, Guildhall,  the  Sellions-Houfe  in  tlie  Old  Bailey,  and  the  city  prifons.  Two  ihil« 
lings  more  per  chaldron  was  to  be  laid  on  coals,  in  all  three  (hillings.  One-fourth  part  of  all 
monies  appropriated  for  the  rebuilding  of  parilh  churches  was  to  be  applied  for  the  rebuilding 
of  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 

Tiie  channel  of  Bridewell-Dock,  from  the  Thames  to  Holborn-Bridge,  fince  known  by  the 
name  of  Fleet-Ditch,  and  now  no  longer  in  exiftence,  to  be  made  navigable.  Alfo  a  new 
Street  to  be  made  from  the  woft-end  of  Threadneedle-Street  into  Lothbury  (tills  is  Prince's- 
Street).*— Two  pofterns,  for  foot-paflcngers,  to  be  made  at  Ludgate,  and  the  gate  to  be  en- 
larged. 

At  this  time,  King  Charles  the  Second  was  enabled  by  two  afts  of  Parliament,  (viz.  one  of 
tlie  twenty-fecond  year  of  his  reign,  cap.  vi.  and  another  of  the  twenty-fecond  and  twenty« 
third,  cap.  xxiv.)  to  difpofe  of  or  alienate  his  fee-farm  rents;  the  purchafe-money  of  which 
was  prefcntly  fquandercd  away,  under  pretence  of  paying  the  King's  debts  bearing  intcreft.— 
Thefe  rents  were  a  noble  income  and  refource  to  the  crown ;  which,-  furcly,  no  wife  King 
would  ever  have  alienated  on  any  pretence  whatever. 

•S*  The  purchafers  had  very  cheap  bargains  of  thofe  r^nts,  though  now  they  fell  at  very 
high  prices.  Thus  this  improvident  Monarch  compleated  what  his  predeceflTors  had  begun, 
and  carried  very  far,  viz.  to  render  themfelves  abfolutely  dependent  on  their  Parliaments ; 
which  was,  and  fhould  be,  very  far  from  difpleafing  to  all  true  lovers  of  England's  liberty. 

Notwithftanding  former  prohibitions,  the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  ftill  continued : 
wherefore  an  k&,  of  Parliament  now  pafled  (twenty-fecond  and  twenty-third  of  Charles  IL 
cap.  xxvi.)  to  prevent  it ;  which  in  its  preamble  fays,  **  ftill  increafed,  to  the  apparent  lofs  of 
*'  hit  Majefty's  cuftoms,  and  the  difcouragements  of  his  plantations  in  America,  and  the  trade 
^  and  navigation  of  the  realm."    The  peace-officers  were  therefore  hereby  direfted  to  fearch 
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1670  for  and  prevent  tobacco  growing  within  their  refpeftive  bounds,  and  alfo  to  deftroy  the  fame, 

wherever  found.     With  a  provifo,  however,  as  formerly,  of  allowing  it  to  the  phyfic-gardeiis 

of  both  univerfitiesy  or  other  private  gardens  for  phyfic  or  furgery,  fo  as  any  fuch  plantation. 

exceed  not  the  compafs  of  half  a  pole  or  perch  for  every  fuch  garden. 

To  this  a£t  was  added  a  claufe,  exprefsly  repealing  the  word  Ireland^  in  an  aft  of  the  twelfth 
of  this  King,  cap.  xviii.  So  that  now'the  produft  of  the  Englifh  plantations  brought  to  £a-> 
rope  muft  be  firft  landed  in  England  only,  before  they  be  re-fhipped  for  other  parts. 

We  have  fecn,  under  the  year  1667,  that  till  that  year  there  was  not  the  leaft  mention  of 
America  in  any  treaty  between  England  and  Spain ;  the  latter,  willing  to  keep  up  her  ancient 
claims  in  that  country,  and  the  former,  determined  to  keep  and  improve  the  eftablifliment  fhe 
bad  made  there.  Spain's  great  feeblenefs,  however,  at  length  brought  her  toTeafonable  condi- 
tions. And  as  the  eighth  article  of  the  faid  treaty  of  1667  was,  by  the  court  of  Spain,  thought 
now  to  be  too  general,  the  Spanifh  niiniftry  earneftly  applied  to  the  Englifh  court  for  a  more 
clear  ani  explanatory  treaty  relating  to  America ;  which  was  accordingly  complied  with  by 
King  Charles  of  England,  upon  King  Charles  II.  of  Spain's  agreeing  to  recognize  the  for- 
mer's right  to  all  the  American  dominions  he  was  poflef&d  of  in  this  year  1670,  when  Sir 
William  Godolphin,  the  Englifli  miniftcr  at  Madrid^  concluded  the  following  treaty,  viz. 

«*  Articles  I.  and  II.  There  (hall  be  an  univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and  fincere  friendftiip  ir> 
••  America,  as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  between  the  two  nations. 

**  III.  and  IV.  All  enmities,  hoftilitics,  &c.  ihall  henceforth  ceafe  between  the  two  King»v 
^  and  their  fubjefts  !  and,  for  this  end,  both  iides  are  to  forbear  all  a£ts  of  violence,  and  to 
^  call  in  all  commiffions,  letters  of  marque,  &c.  and  to  declare  them  null  and  void; 

<<  V.  fioth  Kings  do  hereby  renounce  all  leagues,  confederacies,  &c.  to  the  prejudice  of 
**  one  another. 

**  VI.  Prifoners  on  both  fides,  detained  by  reafon  of  a6ls  of  hoftility  hitherto  committed  ir» 
**  America,  to  be  forthwith  fct  at  liberty. 

"  VII.  Offences,  injuries,  and  lofles,  fufFered  by  either  party  in  America,  fhall  be  utterlyv 
"  buried  in  oblivion. 

"  VIIL  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  fhall  always  poflcfs,  in  fulfe 
^  right  of  fovereignty  and  propriety,  all  tjie  countries,  iflands,  colonics,  &c.  lying  and  fituate? 
•*  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America,  which  he  and  his  fubjefts  now  hold  and: 
^  poflcfs  -,  infomuch,  that  they  neither  can  nor  ought  hereafter  to  be  contefled,  under  any  pre-> 
^  tcnce  whatfever. 

**  IX-  The  fubjefts,  merchants,  captains,  mailers,  and  mariners,  of  each  ally  refpefKvcly,, 
**  fhall  forbear  and  abflain  from  failing  to  and  trafhcking  in  the  ports  and  havens  that  have- 
•*.  fortifications  or  magazines,,  and  in  allotlwr  places  pofTeflcd  by  either  party  in  the  Wefl  In- 
*«  dies. — But  if  at  any  time  either  of  tlie  Kings  fhall  think  proper  to  grant  the  other's  fubjefls: 
**  any  general  or  particular  leave  or  privileges  to  fail  to  and  traffic  in^  any  of  the  places  under 
**  his  obedience,  the  faid  traffic  and  navigation  fhall  be  excrcifed  according  to  the  form  and: 
^  cfFeft  of  the  faid  leave  and  privileges  fo  granted  them ;  for  the  fecurity,  guaranty,  and  au- 
«*  thority  whereof,  this  prefent  treaty  and  the  ratification  of  it  fhall  ferve. 

**  X.  In  cafe  the  fubjefts  of  either  ally,  and  their  fhips,  whether  fhips  of  war  or  me^chan^ 
**  fhips,  fhall  at  any  time  be  forced,  by  florm,  purfuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other- 
^  accident,  to  retire  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  bays,  havens,  roads,  and  ports^ 
^  belonging  to  the  other  ia  Americai  for  protefUon  and  refuge,  they  Ihall  be  received  and 

"  tccatedt 
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1670  **  treated  there  with  all  manner  of  humanity,  civility,  prote£)ion,  and  alHftance;  Ihall  bCval* 
**  lowed  to  refrelh  thcmfelves,  and,  at  a  common  price,  to  buy  provilions  and  other  necefTa* 
**  ries,  for  the  convenience  of  their  voyage ;  vand  ihall  be  permitted  to  depart  without  let  or 
**  moleflation^ 

**  XI.  Or  if  the  Ihips  of  either  party  Ihall  run  upon. fand-banks,  or  be  fiiipwrecked,  withia 
^*  the  dominions  of  the  other,  or  fuffer  any  damage  tliere,  the  faid  perfons  ihall  by  no  means 
*^  be  detained  prifoncrs ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ihall  have  all  manner  of  aiEilancc,  and  ihall 
•**  have  pailport  for  their  fre&and  peaceable  return  to  their  own  country. 

**  XII.  But  yet,  in  cafe  thofe  ihips  happen  to  be  tliree  or  four  together,  fo  as  to  give  jufl: 
**  ground  of  fufpicion  ;  in  fuch  cafe  they  fliall,  as  foon  as  arrived  there,  let  the  governor  or  chief 
**  magiilrate  of  the  place  know  thecaufe  of  their  coming,  and  ihall  tarry  no  longer  there  than 
**  the  faid  governor  or  chief  magiilrate  will  give  them  leave,  after  fupplying  themfclves  with 
**  proviiions,  and  refitting  their  ihips.  And  they  are  ever  to  abilain  from  putting  any  wares 
**  or  bales  of  goods  on  ihore,  to  expofe  them  to  fale :  neither  are  they  to  receive  any  merchan- 
"**  dize  on  board,  nor  do  any  thing  that  is  contrary  to  this  treaty. 

"  XIII.. and  XIV.  The  prefcnt  treaty  to  be  inviolably  obfcrved  by  both  parties  and  their 
*'  fubjefts.  And  particular  offences  ihall  no  way  prejudice  this  treaty  :  but  every  one  ihall 
**  anfwer  for  what  he  has  done,  and  be  profecuted  for  contravening  it.  Neither  ihall  letters 
**  of  reprifal,  or  any  other  like  methods  for  obtaining  reparation  be  granted,  unlefs  jofticc 
**  ihall  be  adlually  denied,  or  unreafonable  delays  be  ufcd.  In  which  cafe,  it  ihall  be  lawful 
^^  .to  have  recourfe  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  law  of -nations,  until  reparation  be  made  to  tlie 
•**  perfon  that  has  been  injured. 

**  XV.  This  treaty  ihall  not  derogate  from  any  pre-eminence,  right,  or  iigniory,  which 
'^  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  allies  have  in  the  feas,  ftraits,  or  frelhrwaters  of  America. 
-^'  And  it  is  always  to  be  underftood,  that  the  freedom  of  navigation  ought  by  no  manner  of 
*^  means  to  be  interrupted,  when  there  is  nothing  committed  contrary  to  the  true  fenfe  and 
•*  meaning  of  thefe  articles.*' 

By  this  fan]ous  treaty,  the  pirates  or  buccaneers,  who,  for  fcveral  years,  had  gi'catly  an- 
noyed Spaniih  America,  were  cut  off  from  all  future  protection  from  England  in  any  hoilile 
.attempts  on  the  Spaniih  American  dominions ;  and  all  commiilions  to  fuch,  were  called  in  and 
annulled:  by  which  a  very  troublefome  thorn  was  taken  out  of  her  foot. 

It  was  on  the  authority  of  this  treaty,  confirmed  by  fubfequent  ones,  that  Engliih  ihips 
failing  along,  though  not  landing  on  the  coafts  of  the  Spaniih  dominions  in  America,  have 
been  formerly  fo  long  and  fo  much  diilurbed  by  the  ihips  of  Spain  called  guard  de  coftas,  and 
which  obliged  the  late  Kingof  Great  Britain  at  length  to  declare  war  againil  Spain,  in  the 
year  17399  as  will  be  feen  under  that  year.:  and  yet  this  controverfy  ilill  remains  to  this  day 
undecided  ;  oven  although  the  laft  part  of  the  above  fifteenth  article  provides  for  the  freedom 
of  navigation  in  ex^prefs  terms. 

About  this  time.  Sir  Jofiah  Cliild  firil  publiihed  his  Difcourfes  on  Trade  ;  which,  he  tells 
»s,  he  firil  wrote  at  his  country-houfe,  in  the  ficknefs  year,  in  1665  ;  and  although  written 
fo  long  ago,  yet,  taken  all  together,  it  is  fiiU  an  excellent  book  on  that  fubjeft.  One  of  his 
greateft  and  moil  favourite  points  therein,  was  to  labour  to  perfuade  men  how  much  the  low 
intereft  of  money  contributes  to  tl)e  advancement  of  the  commerce  an3  riches  of  a  nation  ; 
which  he  more  particularly  exemplifies  in  the  Hollanders. — Yet,  certainly,  an  fomc  leiler 
jpoints,  he  puihes  the  fubjed  too  far ;   and  is  for  introducing  fome  Dutch  cuiloms  which 

'  would 
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r6jo  would  not  fuit  tlic  genius,  laws,  and  conftitution  of  Britain;  fuch  as  the  transfcrnitg  of  all 
bills  of  private  debts  ;  alfo  Gavel-kind,  or  the  dividing  the  eftate  of  a  father  equally  to  all  his 
children.  Such  points  feeming  fitter  for  a  Republic,  like  Holland,  wholly  made  up  of  mer- 
chants, than  for  a  great  Monarchy  with  an  immenfe  fund  of  land.  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  his 
foundations,  obfervations,  and  informations  are  juft,  and  very  ufcful. 

I.  In  his  preface  he  aflerts,  **  that  our  exports  of  native  commodities  to  Spain  and  Por- 
•*  tugal  are  ipore  than  trebled  within  fefs  than  thirty  years ;  or  fince  1640. 

**  II.  That  in  the  Ruffia  trade  the  Hollanders  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  twenty-two  fail 
**  of  great  fliips,  and  the  Englifli  but  one. 

«*  III.  That  in  the  Greenland  whale  fifhery>  the  Dutch  and  Hamburghers  had  annually 
**  four  or  five  hTindred  fail,  and  the  Engliih  but  one  Ihip  laft  year,  and  none  in  the  for- 

^*  mer  one. 

"  IV.  That  the  Hollanders  have  the  great  trade  for  fak  from  Portugal  and  France ;  and 
•^  that  immenfe  fifliing  for  white  herrings  upon  our  own  coafts. 

^'  V.  In  the  Eailland^  i.e,  Baltic,  the  Englifh  have  not  half  fo  much  to  do  as  formerly; 
•*  and  the  Dutch  ten  times  more  than  they  formerly  had.     And 

"  He  fays.  That  the  Dutch  intereft  of  three  per  cent,  and  tlic  narrow  limited  Companies  of 
*'  England,  have  beaten  us  out  of  thefe  and  fome  other  trades  which  he  could  name.'*  He 
flieans  here  the  Ruffia,  Merchant-adventurers,  and  Eaftland  Companies. 

**  VI.  He  juflly  remarks.  That,  in  all  probability,  the  Dutch  would  have  long  fine*  en- 
•*  grofled  the  trade  of  red  herrings,  but  for  two  ftrong  reafons,  viz. 

"  Firft,  That  the  fifh  for  that  purpofe  muft  be  direftly  brought  frelh  on  fliore,  as  at  Yar- 
**-  mouth,  which  the  Dutch  cannot  do,  becaufe  the  herrings  fwim  on  our  coafts,  and  are  at 
*^  too  great  a  diflance  from  theirs. 

**  Secondly,  They  muft  be  fmoakcd  with  wood ;  which  cannot  be  done  on  reafonahle  terms 

V  but  in  a  woody  country,  which  Holland  is  not.     And  the  like  may  be  faid  of  our  pilchard 
^<  trade,  which  muft  be  cured  and  prefled  upon  the  land,  which  the  Dutch  cannot  do. 

*'  VII.  Neither  can  the  Dutch  gain  firm  footing  in  the. Newfoundland  and  New  England 
^  fifhcries,  as  being  managed  by  our  weft  country  ports,  properly  fituated  for  it. 

"  VIII.  England,  fays  our  author,  has  no  Ihare  in  the  trade  to  China  and  Japan;  to  both 
f^  which  the  Dutch  have  a  great  trade,    ^ince  his  time  we  have  long  lud  the  largeft  trade  to 

V  China  of  any  European  nation. 

*^  As  to  our  Norway  trade,^  it  is  in  great  part  loft  to  the  Danes,  Holfteiners,  &c«  by  meant 
**  of  fome  ciaufes  in  our  Aft  of  Navigation." 

.  Thefe  northern  nations  by  bringing  to  us  their  own  produft  in  their  own  proper  (hipping^ 
^hich  tliey  navigate  cheaper  than  we  can  do,  muft  ever  retain  a  great  fhare  of  that  trade. 

And  with  refpeft  to  our  having  loil,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  a  very  great  part  of  our  former 
•exportations  to  France,  we  need  only  to  obferve,  That,  fince  his  time,  we  have  done  all  that 
was  in  our.powcr  for  retaliating  their  great  impofts  on  our  draperies,  chiefly  by  our  laying  high 
duties  on  their  wines,  brandies,  &c.  and  by  our  legiflature*s  rejefting  the  French  bill  of  com* 
merce  in  the  year  1713. 

He  fays,  "  That  a  great  part  of  the  plate  trade  from  Cadiz. is  loft  by  us  to  the  Dutch.** 
Had  he  lived  till  our  time,  he  would  have  been  louder  with  regard  to  the  French,  in  this  refpeft. 

What  he  fays  of  the  Dutch  having  bereaved  us  of  the  trade  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  is  quite 
xeverfed  in  our  time.  With  regard  to  the  former  country,  by  the  confolidated  union  of  thd 
Cwt>  kingdoms ;  and  to  the  latter,  by  the  greater  application  of  bgth  nations. 
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1670      He  well  obfcrvcs,  "  That  no  trades  do  fo  much  merit  our  care  as  thofe  which  employ  moll 

**  (hipping ;  fince,  bcfide  the  profit  by  the  merchandize,  the  freight  is  often  more  in  value 

<«  dian  the  faid  merchandize,  and  is  all  clear  profit  to  the  nation :  and  the  fhips  and  failor^ 

^  are  an  addition  of  power  and  ftrcngth  to  us."  ^ 

Next,  he  comes  again  to  the  brighter  fide  of  our  commerce,  befide  our  two  before- named 

fifheries,  &c. 

**  Firft,  In  our  Turkey,  Italian,  Spanifh,  and  Portugucfc  trades,   we  have  the  natural 
M-  advantage  of  our  wool. 

**  Secondly,^  Our  provifions  and  fuel,  in  country  places,  are  cheaper  thai>  the  Dutch 
**-  have  them. 
^<  Thirdly,  Our  native  commodities  of  lead  and  tin  are  great  advantages. 
•*  Fourthly,  He  juftly  terms  our  A£k  of  Navigation  our  Charta  Maritima,  on'  account  of 
^  its  many  benefits  to  us  ;  as  it  compels  us  to  import  foreign  merchandize  in  our  own  fhip-r- 
ping,  and  as  it  alfo  fecures  to  us  the  fole  trade  to  our  plantations  in  America. 

Fifthly,  He  Ihews  the  vaft  increafe  of  England's  riches,  even  in  only  twenty  years  fpace^* 
♦f  i.  t.  fince  the  year  1650. 

**  For>  firft,  fays  he,  we  give  generally  now  one  third  more  money  with  apprentices  thaa^ 
**  we  did  twenty  years  before. 

^  Secondly,  Notwithftanding  the  decay  of  fome,  and  the  lofs  of  other  trades ;  yet,  in  the 
*^  grofs,  we  fhip  oft  now  one  third  more  of  our  manufa&ures,  and  of  our  tin  and  lead,  than  > 
•*  we  did  twenty  years'  ago. 

**  Thirdly,  New  built  boufes  in  London  yield  twice  the  rent  which  they  did  before  the 
••  conflagration,  in  the  year  1666 ;  and  houfes,  immediately  before  that  fire,  generally  yieldpd 
**  one-fourth  more  rent  than  they  did  twenty  years  ago. 

«  Fourthly,  The  fpeedy  and  coftly  rebuilding,  after  that  great  fire,  in  London,  is  a  con- 
«*  vincing  (and  to  a  ftrangcr  an  amazing)  argument  of  the  plenty  and  late  increafe  of  money- 
**  in  England. 

*•  Fifthly,  We  have  now  more  than  double  the  number  of  merchants  and  (hipping  that  wc 
^*  had  twenty  years  ago. 

**  Sixthly,  The  courfe  of  our  trade,  from  the  increafe  of  our  money,  is  ftrangely  altered  - 
^*  within  thcfe  twenty  years ;  moft  payments  from  merchants  and  fhopkecpers  being  now 
•*  made  with  ready  money ;  whereas  formerly  the  courfe  of  our  general  trade  run  at  three,  fix,- 
♦*  nine,  and  eighteen  months  time." 

As  to  the  objection,  that  all  forts  of  men  complain*  fo  much  of  the  fcarcity  of  money,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  country ;  he  judicioufly  anfwers, 

**  Firft,  That  this  humour  of  complaining  proceeds  from  the  frailty  of  our  natures  :  itbe- 
•*  ing  natural  for  men  to  complain  of  the  prefent,  and  to  commend  the  times  paft.  And  I 
**  can  fay  with  truth,  upon  my  own  memory,  that  men  did  complain  as  much  of  the  fcarcity 
••"  of  money  ever  fince  I  knew  the  world  as  they  do  now :  nay  the  very  fame  perfons  who  now 
**  complain  of  this^  and  commend  that  time. 

"  Secondly,  This  complaint  proceeds  from  many  men  finding  thcmfelves  uneafy  in  matters 
•*  of  their  religion,  1.  /.  the  perfecution  of  the  Proteftant  Diffenters. — It  being  natural  for 
•*  men,  when  they  are  difcontented  at  one  thing,  to  complain  of  all. 

**  Thirdly,  And  more  efpecially,  this  complaint  in  the  country  proceeds  from  the  late  prac- 
^  tice  of  bringing  up  the  tax  money  in  waggons  to  London,  which  did  doubtlcfs  caufc  a  fear- 
*^  city  of  money  in  the  country-** 
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1670  III  this  gentleman's  time,  the  dealings  between  the  country  and  London  were  not  fo  great 
as  in  our  days,  wherefore  bills  of  exchange  oa  London  could  not  then  fo  readily  be  had,  on 
cafy  terms,  as  at  prefent ;  which  confideration  explains  what  he  feeras  to  have  left  without 
illuftration* 

**  Fourthly,  and  principally,  This  feemmg  fcarcity  of  money  proceeds  from  the  trade  of 
**  hankering,  which  obftrufts  circulation,  advances  ufury,  and  renders  it  fo  eafy,  that  moil 
**  men,  as  foon  as  they  can  make  up  a  fum  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  pounds,  fend  it  in  to  the 
**  goldfmith:  which  doth  and  will  occalion,  while  it  lafts,  that  fatal  preffing  neceflity  for 
<•  money  fo  vifible  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  both  to  Prince  and  people.'* 

This  paragraph,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  circulation,  merits  explication :  for  tliQ.  money  fo  put 
into  the  goldfmiths  hands  of  London,  iu  thofe  times,  was  far  from  circulating,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  running  cafli-notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  of  fome  bankers  in  our  days ; 
for  in  fuch  cafe,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  increafed  the  currency ;  but  as  the  bankers  of 
X/Ondon,  in  thofe  times,  advanced  tlieir  money  to  the  crown  on  the  credit  of  Parliamentary 
grants,  and  that  to  King  Charles  the  Second  thofe  advances  were  always  at  extravagant  inte« 
reft ;  the  bankers,  therefore,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  that  improvident 
Prince,  were  glad  to  allow  a  lefler  intereft,  for  a  certain  time,  to  people  who  brought  their 
money  to  them  as  already  mentioned;  which  trade  certainly  hindered  the  circulation  of 
money,  inftead  of  increaiing  it:  but  we  fhall  foon  fee  an  end  put  to  it,  by  the  fhutting  up  of 
the  Exchequer. 

This  famous  author  alfo  infifts  much  on  the  great  advantage  the  Dutch  had  over  England^ 
in  point  of  commerce,  from  the  lowi>efs  of  their  cuftoms  on  merchandize.  And  yet,  he  fub« 
joins,  **  That  two  per  cent,  extraordinary  on  the  intereft  of  money  is  worfethan  four  per 
'*  cent,  extraordinary  in  cuftoms ;  becaufe  cuftoms  run  only  upon  our  goods  imported  or  ex- 
^*  ported,  and  that  bat  once  for  all:  whereas  intereft  runs  as  well  upon  our  fhips> as  goods, 
*'  and  muft  be  annually  paid  on  both,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  being." 

In  his  faid  treatife,  he  remarks,  **  how  much  Ireland  has  been  improved  by  the  late  Com« 
<*  monwealth's  Englifti  foldiers  fettling  on  the  lands  of  that  kingdom;  whereby  they  were 
**  become  fo  coniiderable  as  to  fupply  foreign  markets,  as  well  as  our  own  plantations  in  A- 
'*  merica,  with  beef,  pork,  hides,  tallqw,  bread,  beer,  wood,  and  corn,  at  cheaper  rates  than 
*•  we  can  afford  to  do  ;  to  the  beating  m  out  of  tiiofe  trades.  Whereas  formerly,  /.  e.  pre- 
^*  fently  after  the  late  Iri(h  war,  begun  in  the  year  1640,  many  men  got  good  eftates  by  tranf- 
"  porting  of  Englifli  cattle  thitlier." 

Sach  are  the  perpetual  flufiuations  in  commerce ;  fo  that  the  Irifh,  about  thefe  times,  pour- 
ed in  their  live  cattle  upon  England,  till  we  were  obliged,  for  the  pacifying  of  our.  landed 
gentlemen,  to  ena£):a  total  prohibition  of  them. 

We  have  alfo  feen,  in  our  own  times,  fo  great  an  improvement  in  thofe  rcfpeflis,  in  our 
northern  continent  colonies  of  America,  ki  point  of  railing  ftocks  of  cattle,  more  elpecially 
of  hogs,  as  alfo  in  producing  corn  and  pulfe,  that  they  in  a  great  meafure  fupply  our  own 
fugar  colonies  therewith,  and  with  timber,-  pipe  ftaves,  and  other  lumber,  as  they  term  it, 
and  alfo  the  fugar  colonies  of  other  European  nations.  In  times  of  dearth  alfo,  even  in  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  thofe.  of  New  York,  Pennfylvania,  and  the  Jerfeys,  have  helped  to  fupply  us 
with  corn. 

About  this  time  it  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  fent  for  the  bcft  glafs-makers,  glafs- 
grindersy  and  polifhers,  from  Venice  -,  which  public-fpirited  def^n  has  iince  fo  well  fucceed- 
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1670  cd,  as  to  be  now  enabled  to  fend  to  that  very  place,  and  to  alrooft  every  other  part  of  Europe^ 
and  to  Aiia,  Africa,  and  America,  the  very  fineft  glafs  of  all  forts  that  the  earth  can  produce. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  benefits  and  advantages  accruing  to  England  from  its  EaA  India  Com- 
pany and  trade.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  (who  was  an  eminent  diredor  and  promoter  ef  it)  in  his  be-^ 
fore-quoted  work,  fuppofes  it  to  be  far  from  difficult  to  evince  it  to  be  the  moft  beneficial 
trade  which  £nglan<l  at  that  time  carried  on :  which  he  lays  down  in  the  following  pofi« 
tion,  vi^. 

I.  "  It  employs  from  thirty-five  to  forty  fail  of  the  moft  warlike  mercantile  fhips  of  the 
**  kingdom,  with  fixty  to  one  hundred  mariners  in  each  (hip. 

II.  ^'  It  fupplies  the  kingdom  conftantly  and  fully  with  that  moft  material  necellary  of 
^*  faltpetrc. 

III.  ^^  It  fupplies  the  kingdom,  for  its  confumption,  with  pepper,  indigo,  callicoes,  an<r 
**  feveral  ufeful  drugs,"  the  China  tea  trade  was  not  as  yet  introduced,.-**  to  the  value  of  one 

hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  yearly. 

IV.  "  It  alfo  fupplies  us  with  materials  for  carrying  on  our  trade  to  Turkey,  viz,  with 
pepper,  cowries,  callicoes,  and  painted  ftuiFs  ;  as  alfo  for  our  trades  to  France,.  Spain,  Italy, 

'*  and  Guinea :  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly.  Moft  of 
**  which  trades,^  he  aflerts,  **  we  could  not  carry  on  with  any  confiderable  advantage  but  for 
^^  thofe  fupplies.  And  ihofe  goods  exported,  do  produce,  in  foreign  parts,  to  be  returned  ta 
**  England,  fix  times  the  treafure  in  fpecie,  which  the  Company  exports  from  England  to 
«  India.'*^ 

He  therefore  concludes,  ^  That,  although  the  Eaft  India  Company's  imports  greatly  ex- 
**  ceed  its  exports  of  our  manufactures,  yet,  for  the  abov«  reafons,  it  is  clearly  a  gainful  trade 
**  to  the  nation  :  he  fubjoins  to  this, 

"  Firft,  That  if  we  had  not  this  trade  ourftlves,  the  fingle  article  of  faltpetre,  fo  abfolutely 
*'  neceflary  for  making  of  gunpowder,  would  coft  us  a  vaft  annual  fum  to  purchafe  it  from 
*•  the^Dutch. 

'*  Secondly,  The  lofs  of  fo  many  ftout  ftiips  and  mariners  would  be  a  great  detriment  ta 
**  the  nation. 

Thirdly,  Were  we  forced  to  buy  all  our  pepper,  callicoes,  &c^  from  the  Dutch,  they 

would  make  us  pay  as  dear  for  them  as  we  do  for  our  nutmegs,  cinnamon,  cloves,  and 
^*  mace.    And  if  we  did  not  ufe  callicoes,  we  fhould  fall  into  the  ufe  of  foreign  linens." 

By  the  immenfe  increafe  and  improvements  of  Scotch  and  Irilh  linens,  fince  this  author 
wrote,  this  laft-named  pofition  feems  to  be  fruftrated ;  but  the  other  arg^uments  remain  valid 
<ven  to  our  prefent  times. 

In  the  ingenious  Mr.  Polexfen's  Difcourfe  on  Trade,  publifhed  m  the  year  1696,  there  is 
the  following  remarkable  paragraph,  relating  to  our  Ehglifli  Eaft  India  Company,  viz. 
**  Till  after  the  year  1670,  the  importations  from  the  Eaft  Indies  were  chiefly  drugs,  fait- 
•*  pctre,  fpices,  callicoes,  and  diamonds :  then  throwfters,  weavers,  djrcrs>  &c.  were  fent  to 
**  India,  by  the  Company,  for  teaching  the  Indians  to  pleafe  the  European  fancies.**  And 
this  brought  to  us  fuch  an  inundation  of  wrought  filks  and  ftufi^s  of  many  various  forts, 
that  our  own  manufaftures  were  greatly  obftrufted :  wherefore,  long  after,  the  Icgiflature 
found  it  necefTary  abfolutely  to  prohibit  the  wear  of  them  at  home.  So  now  they  are  all  re- 
exported, 
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J670  After  all  that  has  formerly  been  faid  on  the  following  fubjea,  we  are  nrfvcrthclcfs  greatly 
obliged  to  Sir  Joiiah  Child  in  particular,  in  his  aforefaid  work,  for  the  firft  judicious  diilerta- 
tion  we  have  met  with,  on  the  difficulties  attending'  the  means  of  difcovering  the  true  ftate  of 
our  national  balance  of  trade :  wherefore  we  have  thrown  this,  and  the  arguments  of  fomc 
other  later  authors  together,  on  this  curious  and  moft  interefting  enquiry,  that  the  whole  may 
appear  in  one  view. 

There  are,  fay  they,  but  three  ways  or  rules  of  judging  whether  die  balance  of  trade  be  for 
or  againft  us,  viz. 

Firft,  By  difcovering  the  true  value  of  our  exports  and  imports  from  the  Cuftom  Houfe 
books  ;  and  this  would,  without  doubt,  be  a  good  rule,  were  it  prafticable :  yet  as  there  is  a 
difficulty,  and  even  an  impoffibility,  of  taking  a  true  account,  as  well  of  the  quantity  as  of 
the  value  of  commodities  exported  and  imported,  this  rule.wiU  by  no  means  effed^ually 
fcrve  us. 

Firft,  Becaufe  many  fine  goods,  as  jewels,  fine  lace,  cambrics,  rich  filks,  &c.  are  import- 

I  cd  by  ftcalth. 

Secondly,  In  our  remote  out- ports  and  creeks,  the  fame  is  often  true  even.of  more  bulky 
wares.  •    , 

Thirdly,  The  true  quantities  and  qualities  are  not,  in  many  cafes,  exa£lly  entered ;  more 
cfpecially  witli  refpeft  to  woollen  goods  exported ;  becaufe  many  traders,  to  get  a  great  name, 
and  perhaps  fometimes  for  worfe  reafons,  do  enter  greater  quantities  than  they  really  export; 
they  paying  little  or  no  duty. 

Fourthly,  As  the  rates  of  the  cuftoms  arc  in  no  kind  proportionable  on  exportations ;  fome 
of  our  own  commodities  being  rated  very  low,  as  our  drapery,  filk-wares,  haberdafhery,  and 
iron  ware;  others  high^  as  lead  and  tin;  aiul  fifti,  in  Englifh fhips,  nothing  at  all:  and  the 
rates  of  foreign  commodities  imported,  are  yet  more  unequal :  befides  ^hat  foreign  commodi- 
ties, imported  in  Englifh  fhips,  fhould  be  valued  only  at  prime  coft  and  charges,  till  on  board  f 
and  thofe  in  foreign  fhips  with  the  addition  of  the  homeward  freight. 

Moreover,  by  accidents  in  trade, .  fuch  as  lofies  at  fea,  bad  markets,  bankruptcies  beyond 
fea,  feizores,  &c. '  the  original  ftock  may  be  ledened,  and  the  value  of  the  commodities  im- 
ported in  return,  may  be  confiderably  lefs  than  the  value  of  the  commodities  exported,  and 
yet  may  be  the  full  returns  ;  and  fo  the  nation  no  gainer,  though  the  exports  were  more  ia 
Talue  than  the  imports.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  chance  that  the  ftock  exported  may  meet 
with  a  very  lucky  fale,  whereby  the  returns  may  be  of  a  much  greater  value,  tffough  really  but 
the  bare  returns  of  the  exports ;  and  fo  the  nation  no  lofer,  but  in  faft  a  gainer,  although  the 
imports  may  exceed  the  exports. 
\  Sir  Jofiah  Child  alleges  the  examples  of  Ireland,  Virginia^  ani  Barbadoes,  to  fhew  the  great 

imcertainty,  in  fomc  cafes,  of  the  notion  of  truly  ftating  the  general  balance  of  a  nation's* 
commerce :  **  for,  fays  he,  thofe  three  countries  do,  without  doubt,  export  annually  a  far 
«*  greater  value  of  the  commodities  of  their  native  growth,  than  is  imported  to  them  from, 

hence,  or  from  any  foreign  country,  and  yet  they  are  not  fuch  great  gainers,  but  continue 

poor."  With  refpeft  to  Virginia  and  Barbadoes,  it  may  be  remarked  on  this  able  author,, 
that,  even  in  his  time,  thofe  plantations,  and  efpecially  the  latter,  were  growing  rich ;  for 
even  then  we  find  them  fending  home  to  their  motlier  country,  fomc  of  their  overgrown  plan- 
ters>  to  fettle  with  their  fortunes  among  us. 
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1670  As  to  Ireland,  it  has  been  entirely  the  people's  own  fault  in  not  being  rich  then,  through  the 
lazincfs  and  floth  of  the  poorer  fort  of  people^  and  the  luxury  of  their  landed  gentry,  who  af- 
fcft  to  indulge  themfelvcs  with  foreign  wines,  inanufaftures,  ^c.  and  many  of  them  fpend 
their  incomes  out  of  their  own  country;  yet,  notwithftanding,  Ireland,  in  our  days,  is  well 
known  to  be  growing  more  rich  and  profperous  than  ever  before  ;  and  has  much  more  com- 
merce and  manufafturcs  than  formerly,  more  efpecially  that  immenfely  increafedone  of  the 
Jinen  and  cambric  manufafture  ;'  giving  jealoufy  not  only  to  Scotlancl,  its  great  rival  therein, 
but  to  Holland  and  Germany,  in  a  very  great  degree. 

Moreover,  the  rule  of  judging  of  the  general  balance  of  trade  from  the  nation's  exports  and 
imports,  is  very  exceptionable,  when  applied  to  particular  trades.  Seeing  it  may  happen, 
that  although  we  may  really  import  much  more  in  value  from  fome  certain  countries  than  we 
export  thither,  yet  tjic  trade  to  thofe  very  countries  may  be  fuch  an  one,  as  either,  in  its  own 
nature,  we  cannot  be  without,  orelfe,  in  its  confequences,  is  really  produAivc  of  greater  profit 
by  the  re-exportation  of  its  merchandize  firft  imported  hither.  '^ 

Let  us,  for  inftance,  fuppofe,  what  will  readily  be  granted,  that  naval  ftores,  Spanish  wool, 
and  faltpetre,  are  three  commodities  which  we  cannot  be  without ; 

'f'he  firft,  For  our  whole  navigation  and  commerce.     ^     • 

The  fecund,  For  our  fine  woollen  cloth  trade :  and  , 

The  third,  .For  gunpowder.  Then,  we  fay,  that  we  fhould  be  under  the  neceflity  of  carry^ 
ing  on  a  trade  with  the  countries  which  f urn i(h  thofe  three  commodities,  let  the  balanced 
ever  fo  much  ^gainft  us.  Or,  in  other  words,  lot  our  imports  from  thence  ever  fo  much  ex- 
,ceed  our  exports  thither. 

As  to  the  firft,  viz.  naval  ftores,  the  balance  is  greatly  againft  us ;  Denmark,  Norway,  and 
Sweden,  from  whence  we  have  the  moft  qf  our  timber,  taking  off  but  very  few  of  our  mer- 
chandize, in  comparilbn  of  the  quantity  we  take  of  their  timber,  mafts,  deals,  and  tar;  beiide 
ftockfi(h,  &c.  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  other  countries  within  the  Soxmd,  from  whence 
our  other  kinds  of  naval  ftores  come;  as  hemp,  from  Livonia  and  RufCa;  oak  plank,  from 
PrufTia,  &c.  Yet,  until  we  can  bring  out  own  North  America  plantations  into  a  method 
c(  fupplying  us  entirely  with  naval  ftores,  there  is  no  remedy.  The  fame  might  be  faid  alfo 
of  the  other  two  commodities,  even  though  the  balance  fhould  be  againft  us ;  neither  of  which, 
however,  is  the  cafe. 

Secondly,  The  fecond  rule  to  judge  of  the  general  balance  of  our  trade,  is,  to  obferve  carc- 
^fully  thc*courfe  of  exchange  between  us  and  foreign  countries :  and  if  that  be  generally  found 
againft  us,  that  is  to  fay,  if  it  be  generally  above  the  intrinfic  value  or  par  of  the  coins  of  thofe 
foreign  countries,  we  certainly  lofe  by  the  general  courfe  of  our  foreign  commerce :  or,  in 
othervwords,  they  certainly  fend  us  more  of  their  merchandize  than  they  take  of  ours.  And 
certainly,  fays  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  when  once  the  exchange  comes  to  be  five  or  fix  per  cent, 
above  the  true  value  or  par  of  foreign  monies,  our  treafure  will  be  carried  out,  whatever  laws 
we  may  make  to  prevent  it.  On  the  contrary,  we  fhould  be  gainers,  if  the  exchange  were  fo 
much  in  our  favour ;  which  is  our  cafe  with  Portugal,  and  alfo  with  fome  other  countries^ 
though  perhaps  not  in  quite  fo  great  a  degree ;  from  whence  we  adually  import  much  of  their 
coin,  by  means  of  the  balance  bc'ng  in  our  favour.  .  . 

Yet  even  tins  rulr,  drawn  from  exchanges,  though  a  very  plaufible  one,  (and  the  diligent 
•obfervai  c*  whcr^^of  may  be  very  ufeful  and  ne<ieflary  in  many  refpefts)  is  likewlfe  liable  to 
great  variation!)  on  feveral  accounts^  occalioned'from  the  accidents  which  frequently  happen  in 

2  th« 


\ 


Of      THl      ORIGIN      OF      C0MMERC8.  511 

Jr.  II  ^ 

n4>jo  the  public  concerns  of  nations,  by  wars,  famines,  revolutions,  &c.    Moreover,  there  is  no 

eftablifhed  and  difc£):  courfe  of  exchange  with  feveral  countries  to  which  we  trade ;  fuch  as 
.  Poland,  Sweden^  Denmark,  Norway,  Ruflia,  Turkey,  Barbary,  Sicily,  the  Canaries,  &c.— 
For  thefe,  and  iimilar  reafons,  this  fcience  of  exchanges,  though  a  very  ingenious  enquiry, 
and  which,  when  applied  to  this  or  that  particular  country,  may  often  be  extremely -ufeful, 
Thrill  not,  however,  fully  anfwcr  the  charaftcr  of  an  adequate  rule  to  judge  of  the  nation's  profit 
or  lofs  by  our  general  trade. 
»  Thirdly,  The  third,  laft,  and  ftireft  rule,  to  judge  of  the  general  balance,  /.  r .  of  the  lofs 

or  gain  of  the  trade  of  any  nation,  is,  by  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  its  general  commerce  and 
Ihipping.     Yet,  even  then,  we  muft  not  frame  our  judgment  ralhly,  or  for  a  few  years  only : 
For  nations,  like  private  merchants,  may  make  a  great  fiir  in  ihipping,  exportations,  and 
importations,  and  may  feem  to  have  a  mighty  gainful  commerce ;  when,  perhaps,  in  a  few 
years  longer,  all  this  feeming  gainful  bufinefs  may  prove  a  confuraing  trade,  and  a  vilible  de- 
cay may  foon  follow  in  the  whole  body-politic.     Our  Ihips  may  lie  unemployed ; — our  failors 
may  be  gone  into  foreign  fer vice  ;—*our  manufacturers  and  artificers  out  of  bufinefs  ;-^our 
goods  uncalled  for; — our  cuftoms  falling  fhort; — our  poor's  rates  increafed,  &c. — Thefe  are 
the  fad  and  fure  ligns  to  a  nation  of  a  declining  commerce.     But,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  nation 
has,  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  been  increafing  in  all  the  above  particulars }  if  the  number  of 
our  merchant  fhips,  and  confequently  of  our  mariners,  be  vifibly  increafed,  and  ftill  increaf- 
ing ; — if  there  be  a  greater  general  appearance  of  wealth  and  fplendor  than  in  former  times, 
viz.   in  plate,  jewels,  houfhold  furniture,   equipages,   apparel,  libraries,  paintings,  medals, 
&c.  which,  inftead  of  being  only  confined  to  a  few  of  the  great  ones,  as  in  old  times,  are  be- 
^         come  difFufed  amongft  the  middling  gentry,  and  merchants,  and  even  amongft  the  middling 
clafs  of  traders  and  manufaAurerS ;— if  the  prices  of  lands  keep  up  and  increafe  ; — and  that 
there  is  a  greater  appearance  of  money  every  where  than  formerly ; — then  we  may  undoubted- 
ly pronounce  that  nation  to  be  in  a  thriving  condition.     And  that  this  is  the  prefent  happy 
cafe  of  Great  Britain,  and  even  of  Ireland,  whilft  we  arc  now  writing,  is  what  is  clearly  de- 
nioi\ftrable  and  obvious. 

Neither  do  the  complaints  of  our  increafing  luxury  at  all  militate  againft  this  pofition ;  fince 
luxury,  more  or  lefs,  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  concomitant  of  increafing  wealth  and  com- 
merce. Nor  will  it  be  of  any  folid  weight,  to  objeft,  that  fome  particular  branches  of  trade 
are  decaying, — if  we  increafe  at  Icaft  as  much  or  more  in  fome  other  branches.  If  we  have, 
for  inftance,  long  fince  loft  the  market  of  France,  and  perhaps  partly  of  Italy  and  Turkey, 
for  woollen  goods ;  how  much  more  have  we  increafed  in  the  exportation  of  them  to  other 
parts  of  Europe ;  but  more  efpecially  to  our  American  plantations  ?-— Which,  according  to 
Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Chapter  on  Plantations,  **  did,  even  in  the  year  1670,  employ  near 
•*  two-thirds  of  all  our  Englifh  ihipping,  and  thereby  gave  conftant  fuftenance,  it  may  be,  to 
•*  two  hundred  thoufand  perfons  here  at  home."  How  greatly  are  our  manufactures  of  filk, 
iron,  glafs,  linen,  ?cc.  increafed  of  late  years;  as  alfo  of  fine  toys  of  gold,  filver,  fteel,  and 
ivory,  and  alfo  watches,  &c.  in  the  memory  even  of  many  thoufands  ftill  living? — Our  cities 
and  port  towns  generally  much  increafed  in  buildings  and  (hipping ;  not  only  in  England,  but 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

Although  we  have,  in  our  Introduftion,  more  fully  handled,  illuftratcd,  and  enlarged  on 
this  point,  relating  to  the  prefem  thriving  commercial  ftate  of  tlie  Britiih  Empire,  yet  we 

could 
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1670  could  not  avoid  making  this  (hort  application  of  what  authors  have  faid  on  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  what  our  daily  experience  confirms  to  be  our  own  happy  condition. 

Although  one  of  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  principal  aims,  in  his  fo-often  quoted  book,  was  the 
|)ointing  out  the  increafing  commerce  of  Holland;  yet,  in  the  clofe  of  his  Preface,  he  ob- 
ferves,  *'  That  the  French  and  Swedes  were  as  induflrious  and  profpeAive  for  the  promoting 
**  of  their  commerce  as  even  the  Hollanders  themfelves.  For,  beiide  the  many  iropofitions 
**  of  the  French  on  our  Ihips  and  goods,  fo  high,  particularly  on  our  woollen  cloths,  as  fifty 
**  or  fixty  per  cent,  the  Swedes  have  laid  fuch  high  impofitions  on  their  own  merchandize, 
**  unlefs  they  be  carried  in  Swedilh  bottoms,  as  amounts  to  almoft  a  Navigation  A£l  in 
*'  Sweden." 

We  have,  at  this  time,  from  De  Witt's  Intercft  of  Holland,  a  fummary  account  of  the 
Ihipping  employed  in  their  filherics  by  the  fingle  province  of  Holland  alone,  viz. 

**  The  herring  and  cod  fifheries  employ  above  a  thoufand  bufies,  from  twenty-four  to  thirty 

^  lads  each  ;  and  above  one  hundred  and  feventy  fmaller  ones,  that  fi(h  at  the  mouth  of  the 

*'  Texel.     And  that,  fincc  the  Greenland  monopolizing  Company  was  annulled,  that  whale 

fifhery  is  increafed  from  one  to  ten.     So,  fays  he,  when  we  confider,  that  all  thefe  fifhing 

veflels  are  built  at  home,  and  the  ropes,  fails,  nets,  and  cafks,  made  here,  as  Mrell  as  the 

fait  furnifhcd  from  hence,  we  may  eafily  imagine  there  muft  be  an  incredible  number  of 

people  who  live  thereby ;  efpecially  when  we  add,  that  all  thofe  people  muft  have  food, 

cloaths,  and  houfing,  and  that  the  fiih,  when  caught,  is  tranfported  by  the  Hollanders,  in 

their  own  veflels,  through6ut  the  world.     And  indeed  if  that  be  true,  which  Sir  Walter 

**  Raleigh  af&rms  (who  made  diligent  enquiry  diereinto,  in  the  year  16 18,"  here,  we  doubt, 

the  Englifli  tranflator  of  Dc  Witt  muftte  miftaken  in  the  date,  **  to  inform  King  James  ^ 

*'  it)  that  the  Hollanders  fiflied  on  thecoafls  of  Great  Britain  with  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand 

^^  fhips  and^fty  thouiand  men  ,  and  that  they  employed  and  fet  to  fea,  to  tranfport,  and  fell 

^  thefifh  fo  taken,  and  to  make  returns  thereof,  nine  thoufand  (hips  more,  and  one  hundred 

*^  and  fifty  thoufand  men ;  and  if  we  hereunto  add  what  he  faith  further,  viz.  that  twenty 

^*  builes  do,  one  way  or  oth^r,  maintain  eight  thoufand  people ;  and  that  the  Hollanders 

**  had,  in  all,  no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  fhips  at  fea.     And,  as  he  alfo  thinks,  that  their 

•*  fifhing,  navigation,  and  traffic,  by  fea,  with  their  dependencies  fince  Raleigh's  time  to  the 

^*  year  1667,"  when  De  Witt  waS  revifing  his  faid  work  for  its  new  and  compleatpublica- 

tion^  *^  is  increafed  to  one  third  more ;  we  may  then  eafily  conclude,  that  the  fea  is  a  fpecial 

^*  means  of  Holland's  fubfiftence ;  feeing  Holland,  by  this  means  alone,  yields,  through  its 

^'  own  ioduftry,  above  three  hundred  thoufand  lafts  of  fait  fifh.     And  if  to  this  we  add  thtt 

*<  whale  fins  and  whale  oil,  and  our  Holland  manufa£lures,  with  that  which  our  own  rivers 

*'  afford  us,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  no  country  in  the  world  can  make  fo  many  fhips  lading 

*'  of  merchandize,  by  their  own  induftry,  as  the  province  of  Holland  alone  can  do.'' 

Under  jhe  year  1642,  we  have  given  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  reafons,  why  the  Dutch  have  never 
been  very  fuccefsful  in  the  planting  and  cultivating  ef  foreign  colonies.  What  he  fays  of  the 
French  he  was  certainly  miftaken  in,  viz.  ■**  That  they  arc  not  much  to  be  feared  on  the  ac- 
**  count  of  planting."  For,  fincc  his  time,  what  fine  improvements  have  they  not  made  on 
the  Ifles  of  Martinico  and  Gaudaloupe,  and  their  other  Caribbee  Ifles,  as  well  as  on  the  wefl 
«nd  of  the  great  Ifle  of  Hifpaniola  ;  whereby,  in  our  own  days,  they  jiav.e  been  able  to  under- 
fell  and  fupplant  jis  in  tbc  fugar  trade,  and  have  confequently  reduced  our  exports  of  that 
commodity  to' a  very  low  ^bb;  befidc  the  quantities  of  indigo,  cotton,  ginger,  and  coffee^ 

raifed 
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1670  raifed  hy  them  in  thofc  iflands ;  and  their  great  improvements  in  the  Ifle  of  Mafcareen,  by 
them  fincc  named  Bourbon,  near  Madagafcar,  and  in  Cayenne,  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  as 
v;ell  as  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  our  great  lofs  and  coft.  It  is  indeed  ailowe<i, 
=tbat  thofe  improvements  were  little  thought  of  by  the  French  till  the  time  of  Colbert's  Mi- 
-niftry;  but  they  have  ever  fince  been  fteadily  profecuted. 

What  Sir  Jofiah  Child  fays,  in  relation  to  Spain,  has  hitherto  proved  true,  viz.  "  That 
"  (he  can  never  equal  England  in  the  improvement  of  her  American  plantations. 

"  I.  By  reafon  of  the  high  freight  for  their  fliipping,  which,  he  fays,  is  four  times  that  of 
*«  ours,  ,occafioned  chiefly  by  their  high  intcreft  of  twelve  percent,  in  Spain. 

"  II.  By  the  application  principally  to  their  mines  of  gold  and  filver,  by  which  they  lofe  in- 
**  finite  numbers  of  people,  efpecially  of  flaves,  negleSing  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  and 
**  the  produftion  of  commodities  which  might  employ  many  fliips  aqd  people.'*  Is  it  not  at 
Icaft  doubtful  whether  if  England  had  fuch  precious  mines,  fhe  miglit  not  fall  too  much  into 
the  like  negleft^of  agriculture  at  home. 

*'  III.  The  multitude  of  Friars  and  Nuns  in  Spain,  prohibited  from  marriage :  and  the 
^*  fame  bad  govcrnmentin  America  which  they  have  in  Europe." 

Lallly,  With  regard  to  the  Portuguefe ;  although  he  allows  that  they  have  been  great  plant- 
ers, in  the  Brafils,  and  other  parts,  yet  he  adds,  •'  That  if  they  do  not  alter  their  politics," 
which  he  thinks  impoilible  they  fhould  do,  "  they  can  never  bear  up  with  us,  and  much  lefs 
*'  prejudice  our  plantations.  As  we  have  already  (in  my  time,  continues  he)  beat  their 
*^  Mufcovada  «nd  Paneal  fugars  quite  out  of  England;  and  their  whites  we ha:\'e  brought 
**  down  in  all  thefe  parts  of  Europe,  in  price,  from  fevcn  and  eight  pounds  per  hundred 
**  weight,  to  fifty  fhillings  and  three  pounds.  And  we  have  alfo  much  leiiened  their  quan- 
<*  tities;  for  whereas  formerly  their  Brafil  fleets  brought  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
'**  twenty  thoufand  cheils  of  fugar,  they  are  now  reduced  to  about  tliirty  thoufand.chefts,  fince 
**  tlie  great  increafe  of  Barbadoes." 

The  great  decay  of  England's  Newfoundland  fifliery,  (from  two  hundred  and  fifty  fliips,  in 
the  year  1605,  to  eighty,  in  the  year  1670)  Sir  Jofiah  Child  thinks  owing, 

l*^irft,  and  principally,  To  the  increafing  liberty  which  is  every  where  more  and  more  ufed, 
in  Romifli  countries,  as  well  as  in  others,  of  eating  flefli  in  Lent,  and  on  filh  days. 

Secondly,  To  the  abufe  of  allowing  private  boat  keepers,  who  can  undoubtedly  affbrd  their 
fifh  cheaper  than  the  (hips  from  Old  England .;  becaufe  the  former  refide  on  the  place,  £nd  are 
generally  old  fifhers. 

Thirdly,  The  great  increafe  of  the  French  fifliery  at  Placentia  there. 

And  he  is  of  opinion,  that  tlie  difplanting  and  difpeopling  of  Newfoundland  would  be  ait 
advantage  to  our  fifliing  there ;  becaufe  the  charges  of  a  government  there  is  a  burden  on  the 
fifliing:  and'the  provifions,  clbathing,  &c.  which  the  planters,  or  rather  inhabitants,  con- 
fume,  are  fupplied  them  from  New  England  and  Ireland;  and  they  have  tlieir  wine,  oil,  and 
linen  from. the  fait  fliips  of  France  and  Spai^n.  Befides,  if  tlie  planters  of  Newfoundland 
fliould  be  permitted  to  increafe,  it  would  happen  to  us,  in  a  few  years,  in  that  country  as  it 
hath  done  with  regard  to  the  fifliery  at  New  England,  which,  many  years  fince,  was  managed 
by  Old  Englifli  fliips,  from  our  weftern  ports,  as  the  Newfoundland  fifliery  at  prefent  chiefly 
is:  but  as  the  plantations  in  New  England  incrcafed,  that  fifliery  fell  folely  to  thejpooplc 
ithere. 

.Vox.  IX.  3  T  Upon 
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1670  Uponthc  whole,  as  fifhing  fhips  have  ever  been  the  nurferies  of  feameny  it  is  our  great  in- 
tereft  to  increafe  the  number  of  them  ;  as  well  as  from  the  confideration  that  they  fupport  rauU 
titudes  of  Englifh  tradefmen  and  artificers  of  various  kinds. 

Of  New  England  he  remarks,  that,  by  means  of  their  cod  and  mackrel  fiflicries,  that  peo- 
ple are  more  proper  for  building  of  fhips  and  for  producing  of  feamen,  than  our  other  Ame- 
rican colonies  :  and  he  adds,  that  nothing  is  more  prejudicial  to  any  mother  country  than  the 
increafe  of  fhipping  in  its  colonies  ; — that  producing  the  fame  commodity  as  Old  England,  it 
is  therefore  the  leaft  profitable  to  us.  Yet  he  owns,  that  what  they  took  from  England 
amounted  to  ten  times  what  we  took  from  them.  Of  the  other  continental  colonies  he  fays  . 
nothing.  All  which,  though  true  in  his  time,  has  iince,  in  feveral  inftances,  undergone  con^ 
fiderable  alterations,  with  refpe£t  to  our  American  colonies. 

♦  King  Charles^  in  this  twcnty-fccond  year  of  his  reign,  coined  what  was  called  crown  gold, 
ef  twenty-two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay,  into  forty-four  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  pound  - 
weight,  by  tale,  in  pieces  often,  twenty,  and  forty  fhillings,  and  five  pounds.     And  a  pound  ' 
weight  of.filver,  old  (landard  of  eleven  ounces,  two  penny- weights  fine,  and  eighteen  penny- 
weights allay,  into  fixty-two  (hillings  by  tale,  viz.  into  crowns,  half  crowns,  fhillings,  fix- 
pences,  groats,  three-pences,  two*pences,  and  pence,  fine  milled  money. 

The  King's  coufin,  Prince  Rupert,  and  feventeen  other  perfons  of  quality  and  diflinAion, . 
having,  in  tlie  year  1669,  fent  out  Captain  New  land  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  where  he  fettled,  at 
Port-Nelfon;  and  Captain  Gilham  alfo  returning,  with  fome  fuccefs,  in  his  profpcft  of  a^ 
trade  with  the  favages  in  that  Bay ;  thofe  noble  adventurers  obtained  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond an  incorporating  charter,  dated  May  the  fccond,  1670,  reciting,  infubflance; 

"  That  thofe  adventurers  had,  at  their  own  great  coft,  undertaken  an  expedition  for  Hud- > 
•*  fon's  Bay,  in  order  for  the  difcovery  of  a  new  paiTage  into  tire  South  Sea ;  and  for  the  find-  - 
ing  of  fome  trade  for  furs,  minerals^  &c.  and  having  already  made  fuch  difcoveries  as  en-> 
courage  them  to  proceed  further  in  their  faid  defign ;  by  means  whereof  there  may  probably  ' 
**  arife  great  advantage  to  us  and  our  kingdoms :  and  We  being  defirous  to  promote  all  endea- 
•*  vours  for  the  public  good  ;^^o,  by  tliefe  prefents,  grant  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, , 
**  unto  them,  and  fuch  others  as  fhall  be  hereafter  admitted  into  the  faid  fociety,— to  be  for 
**  ever  one  body  corporate  and  politic, — by  the  name  of.  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Ad-  - 
**  venturers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudfon*s  Bay, — ^with  perpetual  fucceffion, — and  to  be  r 
**  capable  of  holding,  receiving,  and  pofleffing  lands,  rents,  &c."  without  limiting  the  value  ,* 
or  extent  thereof,  **  and  to  alienate  the  fame  at  pleafure.'^ ' 

**.  They  may  alfo  fue  and  be  fued  ; — have  a  common  feal ; — (hall  have  a  governor  ^nd  feven  » 
**  other  perfons,  to  be  called  committees,  to  be  annually  eleAed  out  of  the  proprietors ;  the - 
**  deputy  governor  to  be  elefted  out  of  the  faid  feven  committees  :  a  governor  and  any  three  of 
**  the  committees  for  the  time  being,  fhall  have  the  direftion  of  the  voyages,  and  the  provi-  - 
"  fion  of  the  merchandize  and  ftiipping,  and  of  the  fales  of  the  returns,  as  likewife  of  all  other 
**  bufinefs  of  this  Company :  and  they  Ihall  take  the  ufual  oath  of  fidelity,  as  fhall  aMb  all  ■ 
**  perfons  admitted  to  trade  as  a  freeman  of  this  Company,  who  are  to  have  the  fole  trade  and 
**  commerce  of  and  to  all  the  feas,  bays,  ftrcights,  creeks,  lakes,  rivers,  and  founds,  in  what«- 
**  foever  latitude  they  fhall  be,'^  (the  King,  uncertain  of  the  latitudes  of  the  places  within  this 
Bay,  prudently  omits  the  fpecification  of  any  particular  latitudes  or  longitudes  in  this  charter)  * 
^  that  lye  within  the  entrance  of  the  ftreight  commonly  called  Hudfon's  Strcights  ;  together 
**  with  all  the  lands,  countriesi  and  territories  upon  the  coafls  and  confines  of  the  faid  feas, 

*^  ftrcights. 
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1670  "  ftrcights,  bays,  &c,  which  are  not  now  aftnally  poflefled  by  any  of  our  fubjcfts,  or  by  the 
*^  fubje£ts  of  any  other  Cbriftian  Prince  or  Statd  :  together  with  the  iifhing  of  all  forts  of  fiih, 
<^  of  whaleSy  fturgeons,  -and  all  other  royal  fifhes  in  the  faid  feas,  bays,  &c.  together  with 
**  the  royalty  of  the  fea  within  their  limits  aforefaid ;  as  alfo  all  mines  royal  of  gold,  iilver, 
*'  gems,  and  precious  fiones;  and  that  the  land  be  from  henceforward  reckoned  and  reputed 
^*  as  one  of  our  plantations  or  colonies  in  America,  and  to  be  called  Rupert's  Land ;  .the 
"  Company  to  be  deemed  the  true  and  abfolute  Lords  and  Proprietors  of  the  fame  Territo- 
"  ries :"  this  is  the  ftile  of  the  Carolina  charters. — "  (Saving  always  the  faith,  allegiance, 
**  and  fovereign  dominion  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceffors)  to  be  holden  as  of  our  manor  of 
"  Eaft  Greenwich,  in  free  and  common  foccage. — Yielding  and  paying  yearly  to  us,  our 
**  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  for  the  fame,  two  elks,  and  two  black  beavers,  whenfoever  and  as 
**  often  as  we,  our  heirs,  and  fuccefibrs,  ihall  happen  to  enter  into  the  faid  countries,  &c. 
*'  hereby  granted." 

**  The  Company  may  make  bye  laws,  &c.  for  the  good  government  of  their  forts,  plan- 
**  tations,  and  faftors ;  and  may  impofe  fines,  &c.  on  offenders,  (not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
**  of  the  kingdom)  without  accounting  to  the  crown  for  the  fame. 

"  This  Company  may  not  only  enjoy  the  whole  trade,  &c.  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  but 
''  likewife  the  fole  traffic  to  and  from  all  havens,  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas,  into 
**  which  they  fhall  find  entrance  or  paffage,  by  water  or  land,  out  of  the  territories,  limits,  and 
*^  places  aforefaid,  and  to  and  with  all  other  nations  inhabiting  any  of  tlie  coafls  adjacent  to  the 
*'  faid  territories  and  limits  aforefaid,  which  are  not  already  poflefled,  af  aforefaid,  by  any 
"  Chriflian  Potentate,"  (this  claufe  alludes  to  their  expe£tation  of  finding  a  paflage  from 
thence  into  the  South  Seas,  and  to  China  and  India)  **  or  whereof  the  fole  liberty  or  privi- 
"  lege  of  trade  and  traffic  is  not  granted  to  any  other  of  our  fubjefts."  This  is  a  faving  claufe 
in  behalf  of  our  Eaft  India  Company  charter,  in  cafe  this  Company's  fhould  chance  to  find  the 
faid  fuppofed  paffage  into  the  Eaft  Indian  feas. 
^  **  None  other  than  this  Company,  and  their  agents  and  affigns,  fhall  direftly  vifit,  haunt, 

or  frequent,  traffic,  or  adventure,*  bx*way  of  merchandize,  into  the  faid  limits,  unlefs  by 

licence  of  this  Company,  on  piiin<>f  forfeiting  fhips  and  merchandize,  half  to  the  Crown, 

and  half  to  the  Company,/       -    ^  ^ 

Every  perfon,  having,  one  hundred  pounds  ftock,  is  entitled  to  one  vote  in  general 
**  courts  of  eleflions. 

"  The  Company  may  fend  fhips  of  war,  ammunition,  &c.  and  may  ereft  forts  in  their 
•*  territories,  as  well  as  towns ; — may  make  peace  and  war  with  any  Prince  or  people  not 
**  Chriftian  :  alfo  may  make  reprifals  on  any  others  interrupting  or  wronging  them  ;  may  feizc 
*'  on  and  fend  home  all  fuch  Engliih  or  other  fubje£ts  failing  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  without 
"  their  licence ;  and  their  governors,  &c.  may  fine,  or  otherwife  punilh  offenders,  and  may 
"  adminifteran  oath  for  the  difcovery  of  offenders,  &c. 

"  Laftly,  All  Admirals,  &c.  are  to  be  aiding  to  the  Company  in  the  execution  of  the  abovt 
**  powers  and  privileges." 

This  charter  is  a  very  ample  one :  and  if  our  laws  and  free  conftitution  (and  particularly 
that  moft  excellent  ftatute  made  in  the  fecond  fcffion  of  the  firft  year  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  cap.  ii.  entitled.  An  Aft  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjeft, 
and  fettling  the  Succeffion  of  the  Crown)  had  not  limited  the  prerogative  in  the  cafe  of  ex- 
clufivc  charters  of  privileges,  this  Company  would  undoubtedly  be  abfolute  in  thofe  immenfe 
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1670  territories:  but  the  cafe,  to  our  great  happinefs,  is  now  quite  otherwife ;  and;  fince  that  great 
eflablifhment  of  our  liberties,  neitlier  the  Hudfon's  Bay,  nor  any  other  Company,  not  con* 
firmed  by  a£t  of  Parliament,  has  any  exclufive  rights  at  all :  wherefore  any  Britifh  fubjedt  may 
as  freely  fall  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  fifh,  and  traffic  with  the  native  Indians  there ;  may  travet 
into,  and  make  difcoveries  therein,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  freely  as  the  faid  .Conipany  can 
do,  as  will  be  (hewn,  haes  fince  been  praftifed  frequently  in  our  own  days. 

All  the  advantage  which  this  Company  have  over  other  adventurers  thither,,  is^  purely  the 
benefits  of  their  own  forts,  fuchas  they  are,  by  which  their  agents  can  refidc'in  fo  inhofpitable 
a  country  during  the  winter,  preparatory  to  therr  trading  with  the  favages  againft  the  arrival  of 
their  (hips  in  the  fummer;  and  that  thereby  they  have  not  only  more  fafety  and  prote£tion, 
but  alfo  more  experience  in  trading,  with  the  native.  Indians  thereabout^  than  any  private  ad- 
venturers can  have,  whofe  fhip*  cannot,  wkh  fafety,  remain  in  that  vaft  Bay  above  a  part  only 
of  our  fummer,  left  they  fhoujd  be  Ihut  in  by  the  ice,  which  fills  the  Bay  with  heaps  of  it  like 
mountains.  And  indeed  even  thefe  advantages  alone  on  the  Company's  fide  are  fo  confider*^ 
able,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  rivalled  fuccefsfuUy  in  hade  by  any  private  adventurers. 

Their  capital,  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds,  is  confined  to  a  fmall  num* 
ber  of  proprietors,  who  have  three  or  four  forts  in  different  parts  of  Hudfon*s  Bay,  in  which 
they  have  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons,  who,  for  nine  months  of  the  year, 
live  in  a  manner  fhut  up  within  thofe  forts,  in  low  houfes,  for  defending  them  from  the 
piercing  cold,  fnow,  and  rains.  In  fummer,  they  go  out  and  fhoot,  hunt^  and  filh,  and 
meet  with  deer  and  wild  fowl ;  and  they  have  fome  few  wild  fruits,  as  ftrawbefries,  dewberries,- 
and  goofeberries.  From  England  they  fend  annually  three  or  four  Ihips,  laden  with  coarfe 
woollen  goods,  guns,  powder  and  (hot,  fpirits,  edge-tools,  and  various  other  utenfils :  in  re- 
turn for  which,  the  natives  fell  them  all  kinds  of  furs  or  peltry,  goofc-quilb,  caftorum,  whale- 
fins  and  oil,  bed-fbathers,  &c.  and  they  make  handfomc  animal  dividends  to  their  proprietors.r 
In  the  fecond  volume  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  oc- 
tavo, publilhed  iiv  17329  we  have  a  clear  deduftion  of  the  fole  and  undoubted  right  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  made  for  the  ufe  of  our  plenipotentiaries  €it  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht;  wherein  it  is- fhewB,  "  That  Mr.  Bailey,  the  Company's  firft  governor  of 
*'  their  faflories  and  fettlements  in  that  Bay,  entertained  a  friendly  correfpondence,  by  letters 
'*  and  otherwife,  with  Monfieur  Frontenac,  then  governor  of  Canada,  not  in  the  leaft  com- 
,  **  plaining,  in  feveral  years,  of  any  pretended  injury  done  to  France  by  the  faid  Compsmy's 
''  fettling  a  trade,  and  building  efforts,-  at  the  bottom  of  Hudfon's  Bay ;  nor  making  preten- 
*'  fions  to  any  right  of  France  to  that  Bay,  or  to  the  countries  bordering  on  it,  till  long  after 
•*  this  time  ;'*  as  will  be  feen  in  its  place. 

In  a  country  fo  inhofpitable,  its  foil  will  bpar  no  kind  of  corn ;  yet  fome  of  its  Iat«  voyagers 
relate,  that  fome  barley,,  oats,  and  peas  have  been  tried  with  fuccefs.  Even  in  tbemoft 
foutlierly  part  of  tlic  Bay,,  in  the  latitude  of  but  fifty-one  degrees,  it  is  excefiively  cold  for 
about  nine  months  of  the  year.  In  fb  wretched  a  country,  therefore,  there  can  be  no-planta- 
tions properly  fo  called,  and  much  Icfs  any  towiis  or  villages.  Our  people  muft  of  courfe  be 
fupplied  from  England  with  bread,  beef,  pork,  fiour,  peas,^  and  other  neceiTaries.  With 
the  poor  favages  of  tlie  country  there  can  be  no  other  commerce  but  by  barter :  thus,  for  in- 
ilance,  the  Company,  for  one  beaver's  ikin,  give  half  a  pound  of  gunpowder,  four  pound 
weight  of  lead  ihot,  two  hatchets,  half  a  pound  of  glafs  beads,,  one  pound  weight  of  tobacco,, 
eight  fmall,  or  fix  large  knives,  one  large  and  two  fmall  powder  horns :  for  twelve  good  winter 
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1670  beaver  ftlns,  a  gun  of  thcbcft  fort ; — for  eight  ditto,  the  fmalleft  gun  ; — for  fix  ditty,  a  good 
laced  coat ; — for  five  ditto,  a  plain  red  coat ; — for  four  ditto,  a  woman's  coat ;  and  fo  in  pro- 
portions for  kettles,  looking-glafles,  combs,  &c. 

Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq.  afterwards  governor  of  North  Carolina,  in  his  account  of  this  country, 
publifhed  in  quarto,  in  the  year  1744,'  gives  us  the  particulars  of  one  fale  in,  the  year  1740, 
wherein  were  feventeen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  bcaver-flcins,  and  forty-nine  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  flcins  of  all  kinds;  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  pound-weight  of 
bod-feathers;  one  hundred  and  fixty  caflorum;  fix  hundred  and  ten  whale-fins :  and  one 
'  hundred  and  twenty  gallons  of  whale-oil.  And,  as  he  fays,  there  arc  two  fales  every  year, 
jand  that  this  company  referves  three-fifths  of  their  beaver-ifcins  for  their  iecond  fale,  (but  no 
other  ikins)  tlien  the  fecond  fale  muft  liave  twenty-fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy  bea- 
ver-fkins  ;  and  both  the  fales  muft  have  had  forty-four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  beaver- 
Ikins,  &Cr 

Although  the  French,  at  Canada,  did  not,  for  feveral  years,  pretend  to  a  property  in  the 
countries  about  Hudfon's  Bay  ;  yet,  in  a  few  years  after  the  company  was  eftablifhed,  viz.  in 
the  year  1674,  they  began  to.be  jealous,  and  very  troublefome  to  our  people  there  ;  and  they 
built  a  fort  within  eight  days  journey  of  our  fettlement  on  Prince  Rupert's  River.  They  alfa 
endeavoured,  by  underfelling  us  in  their  barter  with  the  Indians,  to  fuin  our  trade  and  inte- 
reft  with  thofe  favages :  for  the  neareft  parts  of  Canada  aie  not  ono.  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
diftant  from  Rupert's  River. 

After  the  lately  planted  colony  of  CaroUi>a  had  (urmountcd  the  ufoal  difficulties  and  difcour- 
agements  attending  new  plantations,  it  gradually  became  a«  very  confiderabie  one.  Mr.  John 
Lawfon,  who  had  been  furveyor-gcneral  of  North  Carolina,  and  who  publifhed  the  Hiftory 
of  Carolina,  in  the  year  17 18,  in  quarto,  has  made  fome  good  remarks  on  the  excellence  and 
fertility  of  its  climate,  and  of  its  happy  fituation.  He  obfcrves,  "  That  the  beft  filvcr  mines 
**  of  the  Spaniards  lie  dircftly  weft  from  Carolina :  and  althoagh  none  of  that  fort  be  hitherto 
**^  difcovered  in  our  faid  province,  yet  there  is  ftill  a  probability  that  fuch  hereafter  may  be 
**  found,  when  the  hilly  parts  weftward  (hall  be  more  frequented  and  planted.  That  none  of 
"  our  continent  plantations  are  to  be  compared- to  Carolina  for  affording  fuch  vaft  quantities 
'^  of  naval  ftores  ;  fuch  as  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rofin,  mafts,  yards,  planks,  boards,  timber  of 
**  many  forts,  and  fit  for  many  ufes,  pipe-ftaves,  lumber,  hemp,  flax,  all  forts  of  Englifh 
**  grain,  and  alfo  Indian  corn." — Rice,  its  grand  ftaple  at  prefent,  was  not  then  introduced, 
or  at  leaft,  perhaps,  but  juft  attempted. 

**  Their  ftocks  of  cattle  are  incredibly  large,  and  feed  in  their  rank  favannalis,  or  meadows, 
"  and  they  need  no  dry  fodder  in  their  mild  winters ;  an  advantage  which  our  more  northerly 
**  colonies  want. — That  South  Carolina  produces  confiderabie  quantities  of  filk;  Grapes  in 
**  plenty,  though  not  fo  fine  as  in  fome  parts  of  Etirope,  for  want  of  a  good  and  more  general ; 
**  cultivation  :  fo  that  he  doubted  not  but  Carolina  would  in  time  become  a  wine  country.— 
"  That  Nortli Carolina  is  a  feparate  government,  and  of  a  fmaller  compafs  than  the  other,. 
**  partaking  more  of  the  nature  of  its  adjoining  neighbour  Virginia,  both  as  to  forl^  climate, 
"  and  produce;  making  therein  confiderabie  quantities  of  tobacco,  their  lands  being  generally 
•*  richcrthan  thofe  in  Virginia. — In  fine,  all- the  experiments  that  have  been  made  in  Caro**^ 
**  lina  have  exceeded  expeftation." — {Which  is,  perhaps,  the  only  inftance  relating  to  any  of 
our  new  American  plantations,  whofe  fertihty,  &c.  were  at  firft*  greatly  exaggerated,  by  fome 
only  through  mere  fanguine  hopes ;  by  others,  perhaps,  tlirough  artifice.)  He. fays,  *' it  af- 
fords 
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1670  "  fords  commodities  which  other  places  in  the  fame  latitude  do  not. — It  has  rich  and  dclight- 
**  ful  pailures,  fine  hills  and  rivers,  and  a  moft  wholefome  air. — It  will,"  continues  he, 
*'  doubtlefs,  in  time,  increafe  the  number  of  its  proda£lions,  and  afford  us  thofe  rich  com- 
**  moditics  which  India,  China,  tho  Straits,  Turkey,  &c.  fupply  us  with  at  prefent ;  fuch  as 
**  tea,  coffee,  drugs,  of  various  kinds,  dates,  almonds,  &c." 

This  prediftion  has  fince,  in  a  great  degree,  proved  true  in  faft,  as  we  have  more  fully 
fliewn  in  the  Introdu£lion  to  this  work.  And  although  all  tliat  Mr.  Lawfon  has  faid  of  the 
improvements  of  this  excellent  province  were  not  compleated  fo  early  as  this  year  1670,  yet, 
as  many  of  them  were  then  pretty  far  advanced,  and  as  we  Ihall  fcarcely  have  occafion  to  treat 
again  of  that  colony  during  the  remainder  of  this  century,  we  thought  it  beft  to  throw  all  the 
before-mentioned  particular  condderations  together  at  this  time. 

Wheat,  this  year,  at  two  pounds  one  fhilling  and  eight-pence  per  quarter.— Chronicon 
Preciofum. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  twenty- fecond  of  King  Charles  II.  of  England,      £.  s.    d. 
cap.  xiii.  it  was  cnafted,  That  when  wheat  was  not  above  two  pounds  thirteen 
Ihillings  and  four-pence  per  quarter,  it  Ihould,  upon  exportation,  pay  cuftom  and 
poundage  per  quarter,  viz.  —  —  —  —  —  0160 

From  that  price  to  four  pounds  per  quarter  —  —  —  080 

Rye,  at  about  two  pounds,  to  pay  —  —  —  o  16    o 

Barley  and  malt,  not  above  one  pound  twelve  lliillings,  to  pay  .     —  o  16    o 

Oats,  at  fixteen  Ihillings  per  quarter,  to  pay  —  —  —  054 

Peas  and  beans,  at  two  pounds,  to  pay  —  —  —  o  16    o 

That  flatute  permits  the  exportation  of  any  fort  of  live-cattle  but  (heep  ;  and  alfo  of  beef, 
•pork,  butter,  cheefe,  &c. 

About  this  time,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  the  linen  manufafture  began  to  be  encouraged  in 
Ireland.  It  began  among  the  Scots  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  it  has  to  this  day  dour- 
idled  more  than  in  any  other  part.  It  has,  efpecially  within  the  laft  fixty  years,  grown  to  fo 
vaft  a  bulk,  as  to  furprize  all  men,  and  to  alarm  all  the  linen  countries  beyond-fea,  fo  as  not 
a  little  to  affeft  the  general  balance  of  trade  with  thofe  countries. 

The  vaft  quantities  of  linen  which  England  takes  of  Ireland,  enables  the  latter  to  pay  for 
almoft  every  kind  of  our  product  and  manufafture  with  which  we  fupply  them.  Before  they 
made  much  linen  cloth  in  Ireland,  the  people  in  the  north  of  Ireland  fent  their  linen  yarn  to 
England.  Ireland  is  really  a  mine  of  treafure  to  Great  Britain,  and  is  fo  perhaps  in  a  much 
greater  degree  than  fome  of  our  American  planutions  ;  fiilce  much  of  what  is  gained  in  Ire- 
land centers  at  length  in  Britain.  And  the  ingenious  author  of  a  traft,  entitled  The  Querift, 
publiflied  fome  time  ago,  rightly  obferves,  That  every  feverc  ftep  taken  by  us,  witlv  regard  to 
Ireland,  has  been  lefs  injurious  to  it  than  advantageous  to  our  foreign  rivals. 

It  is  now  clearly  fcen,  that  the  prohibition  of  live-cattle  from  Ireland,  in  order  to  raife  the 
price  of  their  own  lands,  was  not  well-judged.  Even  the  reftriftive  laws  relating  to  the  woollen 
manufaAures  of  Irelaild,  forced  the  Irifli  workmen  to  fettle  in  France,  and  thereby  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  great  woollen  manufa£lure  in  that  kingdom  ;  although,  we  muft  confefs, 
tliis  laft-named  point  to  be  extremely  delicate  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 

1671  In  the  year  167 1,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  had  the  good  fortune  to  bargain  with 
the  King  of  Golconda,  for  the  certain  yearly  fum  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty  pa- 
godasi  a  fmall  gold  coin  of  about  feven  ihillings  Engliili,  to  be  paid  for  ever  to  him,  in  lieu 
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1671  of  cuftoms  till  then  colleftcd  by  him  at  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George  ;  which  is  faid  to  have 
fince  then  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  Company's  increafing  commerce  at  that  place. 

1672  By  anaft  of  Parliament,  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  vi.  in 
the  year  1672,  a  wife  regulation  was  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  exportation  of  our 
own  produft  and  manufaflures,  viz.  For  taking  off  Aliens  Duty  upon  all  the  native  Commo- 
dities (Coals  only  excepted)  and  Manufaftures  of  England  exported  by  Foreigners ;  thereby 
putting  themon  a  level  with  Englifh  fubjefts  :  whereas,  by  the  eleventh  of  King  Henry  VII. 
cap.  xiv.  and  the  tonnage  and  poundage  aft  of  the  twelfth,  confirmed  by  one  of  the  thirteenth 
year  of  King  George  II.  they  were  to  pay  double  duties.  By  this  fame  law,  aliens  were  to 
pay  only  the  fame  duty  for  fifh  caught  by  Englifhmen,  and  exported  in  Englifh  lliipping, 
navigated  as  the  Navigation  Aft  direfts,  as  the  natives  pay. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  ix.  of  this  fame  year,  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  and 
alfo  the  city  of  Durham,  were,  for  the  firft  time,  empowered  to  fend  each  two  reprefentatives 
to  the  EngliftiHbufe  of  Commons.  It  is  fomewhat  ftrange  and  whimfical,  that  in  an  en- 
lightened and  Proteftant  age,  fuch  a  county  and 'city  Ihouldhave  fo  long  remained  unrepre- 
fented  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation. 

It  was  in  January  1671,  (now.  1672)  that  King  Charles  the  Second  was  fo  ill  advifcd  by 
Sir  Thomas  Clifford,  for  which  he  vyas  created  a  peer  and  Lord  High  Treafurer,  as  to  fliut 
up  the  Exchequer;  for  which  he  made  a  declaration  in  council,  that  it  fhould  be  but  for  one 
year  only.  Thus  all  the  mopey  which  the  London  goldfmiths  and  bankers  had  lent  to  the 
King,  at  eight  per  cent,  intereft,  (befide  certain  confiderable  advantages,  in  the  manner  of  pay- 
ing them  the  money  weekly,  as  it  came  into  the  Exchequer,  &c.)  was  made  ufe  of  by  him  for 
his  intended  war  againft  Holland.  .  " 

In  giving  a  brief  hiftorical  account  of  the  rife  of  the  bankers  of  London,  we  have,  under 
the  year  1665,  related  the  various  ways  they  had  difpofing  of  the  ca(h  put  into  their  Jiands  by 
merchants,  widows,  orphans,  and  others  ;  the  two  latter  generally  at  four  per  cent,  intereft, 
the  former  without  intereft,  merely  as  running  cafh,  to  be  drawn  out  as  it  was  wanted.  The 
CTuel  and  unjuft  feizing  on  this  money,  and  not  even  paying  the  bankers  fo  much  as  the  in-- 
tereft  due  thereon,  made  a  very  great  clamour  amongft  the  creditors  of  the  faid  bankers,  the 
whole  fum  together  amounting  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds.  Several  pamphlets,  and  one  oftavo  book,  were  publifhed  i 
on  this  melancholy  occafion;  It  was  alfo  faid,  that  near  ten  thoufand  families  were  greatly 
Iturt  by  this  meafure,  and  many  of  them  entirely  ruined.  It  was  now  faid,  and  even  pub- 
lished, "Thataftop  of  this  kind,  which  fo  much  leflTened  the  credit  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
*'  the  reputation  of  the  crown,  could  proceed  from  nothing  lefs  than  a  refolution  of  the  court 
*'  to  borrow  no  more  hereafter,  but  to  take." 

The  King,  in  his  printed  declaration,  declared,  "  That  although,  contrary  to  his!  inclina- 
**  tion,  he  had  been  obliged  to  caufeaftopto  be  made,  as  to  the  principal  money,  he  would  ' 
*'  punftually  pay  it  hereafter,  and  till  then,  fix  percent,  intereft  for  the  fame  :  at  the  fame 
•^  time  direfting  the  Trcafury  to  fit  out  his  fleet  with  that  money."  His  chief  purpofcs  for 
fuch  preparations  were,  the  ruin  of  the  Dutch,  the  introduftion  of  Popery,  and  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  defpotic  power,  without  the  controul  of  a  Parliament.  For  which  ends,  he  entered 
into  a  fecret  league  with  France,  by  m^ns  of  the  interview  he  had  at  Dover  with  his  fifter 
the  Duchefs  of  Orleans,  jointly  to  attack  the  Hollanders  by  fca,  whilft  France,  the  Eleftor 
of  Cologne,  and  tlie  Bifhop  of  Munfter,  Ihould  invade  them  in  difFeient  places  by  land  at  the 
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i6j2  fame  tinic.  But  as  King. Charles  had  already  laviflied  away  three  million  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  viz.  two  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  given  him  by  Parliament,  and 
fcven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  given  him  by  France,  his  cabal  advifed  him  to  this  unjufl: 
feizure  of  the  bankers  money,  without  which  h«  could  not  fend  out  his  fleet. 

As  the  payments  were  always  wont  to  come  weekly  from  the  Exchequer  to  the  bankers, 
they  were  tliereby  .enabled  to.  anfwer  the  intcrcft  and  other  demands  of  their  creditors  ;  which 
now  failing,  they  came  in  crowds  to  the  bankers,  who  could  neither  pay  them  principal  nor 
intereft.  But  the  King's  miniflers  paid  no  regard  to  thofe  ruined  people's  lamentations,  and 
the  Exchequer  long  remained  ihut,  to  the  great  detriment  of  trade  and  bufinefs.  Yet,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  quiet  thofe  clamours,  the  King  found  himfelf  necejlitatcd  to  grant  them  his  patent, 
to  pay  the  faid  fix  per  cent,  intereft  but  of  his  hereditary  excife ;  but  he  never  paid  the  princi- 
.pal:  for  although  after  fome  years,  the  Exchequer  was  indeed  opened,  yet  it  was  to  no  pur* 
pefe  for  tiic  bankers- principal-money. 

That  wc  may  here  compleat  this  account  of  the  bankers  debt  altogether,  we  fhall  further 
•  obferve,  that  although  it  was  not  a  Parliamentary  debt,  the  Parliament  of  the  twelfth  year  of 
-King  William,  cap.  xii.  after  providing  for  a  large  arrear  of  intereft  on  it,  fettled  an  intereft 
^df  three  per  cent,  on  it  for  the  future  ;  but  this  debt  was  thereby  made  redeemable,  on  paying 
one  moiety  of  the  principal  fum^  being  fix  hundred  and  fixty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty-three  pouads  ;  further  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  the  fecond  and  third  years  of  Queen  Anne, 
^ap.  XV.  which  moiety  was  now  therefoiiC  become  the  proper  debt  of  the  public  ;  and,  being 
Te.duced  from  fix  to-five^per  cent,  at  Michaelmas  17 17,  it  was  finally  fubfcribed  into  the  South 
Sea  capital  ftock,  in  tlie  year  1720. 

Upon  this  fubjeft.  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Mifcellanies,  makes  the  following  remark : 
*'  The  credit  of  our  Exchequer  is  irrecoverably  loft,  by  the  laft  breach  witli  the  bankers.— ^ 
^'  For  credit  is  gained  by  cuftom,  and  feldom  recovers  a  ftrain.  I  have  heard  a  great  example 
^^  given  pf  this,  that  happened  upon  the  late  King  C4iarles  the  Firft's  feizing  two  hundred 
"  thoufand  pounds  in  the  Mint,  in  the  year  1638,"  (this  -compuMbry  loan  we  have  placed 
:undcr  the  year  1640)  **  which  had  then  the  credit  of  a  bank,  and  for  feveral  years  had  been 
**  the  Trcafury  of  all  the  vaft  payments  tranfmitted  from  Spain  to  Flanders  :  but  after  this  in- 
''  vafion  of  it,  although  the  King.paid  back  the  money  in  a  few  months^  the  Mint  has  never 
**  fince  recovered  its  credit  among  foreign  merchants." 

Even  fo  late  as  this  time,  .according  to  our  before-quoted  anonymous  autlior,  who  has  fo 
judicioufly  tranfmitted  the  faid  curious  hiftory  of  the  London  bankers,  the  receiving  and  pay- 
ing of  money  from  morning  till  night,  in  an  open  fhop,  was  fo  new,  that  our  author  him- 
.felf  feemed  to  think  it  a  ftrange  fort  of  a  thing,  and  was  by  no  means  a  friend  to  that  kind  of 
<trade. 

Sir  Jofiah  Child  alfo  feems  tobe  equally  prepoflHIed  againft  it,  and  freely  attacks  the  bankers 
in  feveral  parts  of  his  Difcourfes  on  Trade.  He  accufcs  the  bankers  of  this  time,  **  of  being 
**  the  main  caufc  of  keeping  tlie  intereft  of  money  at  leaft  two  percent,  higher  than  otherwife 
"  it  would  be.  For,"  fays  he,  "they  give  fix  percent,  to  private  pcrfons  for  the  money 
**  which  they  lend  the  King  at  ten  and  twelve  per  cent,  and  fometimes  more."  He  inveighs 
againft  what  he  calls  this  innovated  praftice  of  bankers,  (and,  in  other  parts  of  his  book,  he 
xalls  it,  this  new  invention  of  cafhiering)  as  being  produftive  of  many  evils;  which  made  us 
fufpeft  that  he  himfelf  might  have  been  the  author  of  the  faid  fmall  traft  on  The  Myftery  of 
the  new-fafliioncd  Goldfmiths,  .of  which  we  have  .made  good  ufe  under  the  year  1645,  &c. 

«  for 
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1672  "  for,  by  allowing  their  creditors,  at  this  time,  fo  high  an  intercft  as  fix  per  cent,  whereas, 
* "  till  the  King  incrcafed  his  demands  on  them,  they  allowed  but  four  per  cent,  they  make 
**  monied  men  fit  down  lazily  with  fo  high  an  intereft,  and  not  pulfli  into  commerce  with 
**  their  money,  as  they  certainly  would  do  .were  it  at  four  or  three  per  cent,  as  in  Holland. 
**  This  high  intereft  alfo  keeps  the  price  of  land  fo  low  as  fifteen  years  purchafe,  which  would 
**  otherwife  be  at  twenty  years  purchafe. — It  alfo  made  money  fcarce  in  the  country,  feeing 
**  that  the  trade  of  banking  being  only  in  London,  it  very  much  drains  the  ready  money  from. 
"  all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom." 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  might  in  thofc  days  be  faid  with  truth  of  the  praftices  of  bankers, 
the  cafe  is  at  prefcnt  quite  otherwife ;  and  the  difpatch  given  by  our  modern  London  bankers 
to  many  merchants  and  other  dealers,  is  found  fo  convenient,  that  they  are  gladto  lodge  their 
principal  cafli  with  them,  to  be  drawn  out  from  time  to  time  as  they  want  it,  without  receiv- 
ing or  expefting  any  intereft  whatever;  and  yet,  our  faid  bankeis  generally. get  great  for- 
tunes, by  prudently  inveftinga  certain  proportion  of  their  cafti  in  our  national  funds,  and  by 
fome  lent  for  private  pledges,  difcounting  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  Ail  which,  it  is  hoped, 
may  fufiicc  for  a  general  hiftory  of  private  banking  in  LondoiT,  even  down  to  our  days. 

Although  the  Greenland,  or  more  properly  Spitzfbergen,  whale  fiftiing,  had  been  early 
praftifed  by  the  Englifli,  yet  it  had  been  laid  afide  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Kim*- 
James  I.  though  confefledly  beneficial  for  the  employment  of  great  numbers  of  fhips  and  fea- 
men,  and  the  confumption  of  much  of  our  provifions,  &c.  and  that,  fince  our  leaving  it  off, 
we  werp  obliged  to  pay  large  fums  to  the  Dutch  and  to  the  Hans-towns,  for  the  oil  and  whale 
fins  which  we  wanted.  Wherefore,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  in  this  twenty-fifth  year  of 
King  Charles  H.  cap,  vii.  For  encouraging  the  Greenland  and  Eaftland  Trades  ;  and  for  the 
better  fecuringthe  Plantation  Trade:  in  fubftance,  viz. 
*'  L  That  whereas  Englifh  harpooncrs  could  not  now  be  got,  the  Aft  of  Navigation  was 
**  hereby  fo  far  difpenfed  with,  for  ten  years  to  come ;  provided  the  fhip  be  Englifh  built, 
"  and  the  matter  and  half  the  crew  be  Englifti,  the  other  half  might  be  foreigners  in  the  faid 
*^  fifhery." — This,  it  is  true,  produced  fome  private  attempts  for  reviving  that  fifhery;  which, 
however,  in  fevcn  years  after,  funk  to  nothing  again,  although  neither  the  oil  nor  the  whale- 
bone ^were  to  pay  any  duty  :  **  but  our  plantation  fhipping  fliould  pay  fix  fliillings  for  every 
"  ton  of  oil,  and  two  pounds  ten  fhillings  for  every  ton  of  whale  fins  imported  in  their  owxt 
**  fhipping,  and  half  fo  much  if  imported  in  Englifh  fhipping. — If  oil  be  imported  in  foreign: 
*«  fhipping  the  ton  of  oil  fhall  pay  nine'pounds,  and  the  ton  of  fins  cighjtecn  pounds.'*  In 
the  firft  felTion  of  the  fccond  year  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  iv.  in  this  year  1690,  this  aft  for 
the  whale  fifhing  at  Greenland  was  continued  for  four  years  longer  ;  but  not  fo  much  as  a  An- 
gle fhip  was  fitted  out  in  confequence  thereof. 

"  II.  Ships  trading  from  England  to  our  plantations,  and  returning  back  laden  with  fugars, 
"  tobacco,  ginger,  indigo,  logwood,  fuftick,  cotton,  cocoa  nuts,  &c.  and  not  giving  bond 
**  to  land  them  in  England,  were  to  jpay  fundry  duties  therein  named,  but  needlefe  here  to 
**  be  fpecified.'' 
"  III.  For  the  encouragement  of  the  Eaftland  trade,  it  is  hereby  cnafteS,  that  all  perfons, 
natives  or  foreigners,  might,  from  the  firft  of  May  1673,  have  free  liberty  to  trade  into 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Norway ;  any  thing  in  the  Eaftland  Company^s  charter  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding. 
Vol.  IL  3  U  <*  IV.  Who- 
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f*  Whoever,  if  an  Englifliman,  fliall  henceforth  defirc  to  be  admitted  into  the  fellowfhJp  of 
**  the  iaid  Eadland  Company,  Ihall  pay  forty  iliillihgs,  and  no  more/* 

Thefe  two'claufej*  proved  a  mortal  blow  to  the  Eaftiand  Company :  for,  m*  confequcnce  of 
them,  all  the  north  fide  of  the  Baltic  Sea  was  laid  open^  to  all,  and  the  freedom  for  trading  to 
the  fouth  fide  of  it  was  reduced  to  fo  little  as  forty  (hillings.  Sir  Jofiab  Child  was  of  opinion. 
That  the  Eaftland  Company,  by  excluding  others' from  their  trade,  not  free  of  their  Com- 
pany, had  enabled  the  Dutch  to  fupply  all  parts  within  the  Baltic  with  moflrof  the  mer- 
**  chandize  ufually  fent  thither,  viz.  oil,  wine,  fogar,  fruits,  &c. — And  that  tlie  Dutch,  who 
**  have  no  Eaftland  Company,  had  thcii  ten  times  the  trade  thither  that  we  had.— -Andalfo,  ta- 
**  Ruflia  and  Greenland,  where  we  have  no  companies,  and  they  have  none,  they  have  forty 
♦•^  times  the  trade  tliat  we  have. — Laftly,  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  where  we  have  no^ 
**  companies,  we  have  yet  left  full  as  much,  if  not  more,  trade  than  the  Dutch.**' 

In-  this  fame  year  1672,  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  declared  war  againft  the  Dutch,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  before-named  fecret  agreement  with  France  j  for  which  his  minifters  were- 
greatly  puzzled  to  find  any  juft  pretext  whatfocver. 

The  French  author  of  Colbert's  life  alleges,  "  that'  by  that  (ccret  treaty  the  United  Ne- 
^  therlands  were  to  be  divided  between  thofc  two  Kings  ;  but  that  King  Charles  withdrew 
*•  from  the  Irague,  growing  at  length  jealous  of  the  vaft  fuccefs  of  King  Louis;  who  in  forty 
**  days  time  conquered  four  of  the  feven  provinces,  and  took  forty  cities."  Such  was  the  in* 
folence  of  Louis,  and  fo  much  was  he  at  alofs  for  any  juft  reafon  for  invading  the  Dutch^ 
that  in  his  declaration  of  war  he  only  feid,  **  That  he  could  not,  without  the  diminutipn  of 
"  his  glory,  any  longer  diflcmble  bis  indignation  againft  the  States  General."  Without  al- 
leging fo  much  as  one  fingle  faft  for  the  ground  of  his  faid  invafion, — So  much  barefaced  vio- 
lence and  injuftice  praflifed  by  both'thofe  kingSj  are,  however^  foreigntoour  purpofe  to  en- 
large on. 

It  is  enough  to  remark,  that  D'Etrees,  with  forty  French  (hips  of  war,  joined  the  Englifh 
fleet  at  Portfmouth,  and  entertained  our  King  on  board  his  admiral-fhip  :  for,  by  this  time^r. 
Colbert  had  confidcrably  augmented'  the  number  and  goodnefs  of  the  French  royal  navy, 
though  it  was  not  brought  to  its  utmoft  pcrfeftion  till  fix  years  later.  King  Charles  alfo,  to 
fccond  the  rapid  conquefts  of  Louis,  fent  over  the  DukeofMoiwnonth  with  fix  tiioufand  Eng- 
lilh  troops,  tajoin  the  French  irt  the  Netherlands. 

In  this  fame  furamer,  De  Ruyler,  with  above  one  hundred  Dutch  (hips  of  war,  attacked 
the  combined  fleets  of  England  and  France,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York,,  on  the  coaft  - 
of  Suffolk  ;  and,  after  a  moft  terrible  flaughter  of  gallant  men,  from  morning  till  night,  and' 
the  deftruftion  of  feveral  great  (hips,  the  Dutch  retired  to  their  own  coaft.  lit  this  horrible 
conflift,  the  Dutch  Admiral  Van  Ghent,  and  tlie  French  Rear  Admiral  De  la  Robiniere  were 
flain:  our  Admiral,  EarF  of  Sandwich;  difd'aining  to  quit  his  Ihip  when  on  fire,  was  blown  up 
in  her.  What  pity  fo  gallant  a  man  did  not  die  in  a  better  caufe  T  In  the  midft  of  thefe  diftref- 
fes,  the  Orange  party  in  Holland  prevailed  fo  far,  as  to  get  the  Prince,  afterwards  King  Wil- 
liam III.  of  Great  Britain,  declared  Stadtholder,  and  the  two  brothers,  De  Witts,  were  deftroyed. 
The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  blown  up,  as  we  have  juft  related,  was  fucceeded,  a3  Prefident  of 
the  Council  of  Trade,  by  the  Earl  of  Shaftft)ury,  Lord  ^Chancellor.  The  preamble  to  this 
new  commiiTiopi  which  has  never  yet  been  in  print  that  we  know  of,  it  having  been  commu*^ 
nicated  to  tlie  author  by  a  private  friend,  fets  forth,  that, 

2  **  Whereas,, 
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1617a  "  Whereas,  by  the-gooclners  of  Almighty  God,  our  dominions  have  of  late  years  been  con- 
***  fiderably  enlarged^  by  the  occafion  of  many  great  colonics  and  plantations  in  America  and 
**  ^Ifcwhere  :  and  both  our  cuftoms  and  revenues,  as  well  as  the  trade  and  wealth  t)f  our  good 
**  fnbjedts  at  home  and  abroad,  much  increafcd,  both  by  the  mutual  commerce  and  traffic  be- 
'*  tween  thefc  our  kingdoms  and  our  faid  colonies  and  plantations. — And  whereas,  feveral 
**  other  colonies  and  plantations  may  hereafter  accrue  to  us,  and  many  other  improvements 
^*  may  juftly  be  expefted,  if  fufficient  care  be  taken  for  the  encouragement,  proteftion  and 
**  defence  of  our  faid  colonies  and  plantations,  and  of  all  our  good  fubje£ls  in  their  faid  re- 
'^  fpcdlive  trades  and  commerce,  and  a  due  regulation  be  made  therein.  Wc  have  thought 
**  fit  to  ereA  and  eftablifh  a  fde£t  council,  whofe  employment  fliall  be,  to  take  care  of  the 
**  welfare  of  our  faid  colonics  and  plantations,  and  alfo  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  thefc 
'^  our  kingdoms  :  and  to  give  us  a  true  and  faithful  account  thereof,  from  time  to  time',  with 
^'  their  opinions  and  advice  thereupon. — To  that  end,  know  ye,  that  we,  repofing  efpecial 
"**  trull  and  confidence  in  your  abilities,  &c.  have  conftituted,  &c." — (here  the  whole  board  is 
**  named) — "  to  be  a  {landing  coiuicil  to  us  for  all  the  affairs  which  do  or  may  any  way  con- 
•*  cern  the  navigation,  commerce,  and  trade,  as  well  domcftic  as  foreign,  of  thefe  our  king- 
,  ^*  doms,  (Tangier  only  excepted)  whether  immediately  held  by  us,  or  by  any  others,  in 
*'  virtue  of  our  charters" — (this  claufe  rcfpcfts  the  Eioglifh  incorporated  companies )-«**  al- 
*•  ready  made  or  granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  fo  made  or  granted. — And  for  the  better  affiftance 
**  of  our  faid  council  in  all  their  debates  and  confultations,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  our  moft  dear 
**  brother  James  Duke  of  York,  our  High  Admiral,  our  moft  dear  con  fin  Prince  Rupert,"— 
(and  feveral  other  great  perfons  tlierein  named) — ''  to  be  prefent  at  their  debates  and  refolu- 
•*  tions,  &c." 

Yet,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  all  thefe  fine  words  came  juft  to  nothing,  the<:ommlflions 
being  entirely  dropped  ;  the  luxury  of  the  King,  and  his  fchemes  for  the  advancement  of  po- 
pery and  lawlefs  power,  not  permitting  him  to  be  long  at  fo  much  annual  expence  for  fo  good 
a  purpofe«  This  commiifion  was  faid  to  have  been  principally  promoted  by  the  Chancellor 
Shaftefbury. 

In  this  fame  year,  tlic  Parliament'  of  Scotland  legally  reduced  the  intercft  of  money  from 
eight  to  fix  per  cent. 

In  this  fame  year  1672,  the  court  of  France,  or  rather  Colbert,  obferving,  that  all  the  moft 
confiderable  European  nations  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  faw  it  extremely  needful  to  have  a 
fettlemcnt  near  the  fouth  end  of  Africa,  for  the  convenience  of  their  fhips  in  tliofe  voyages  ; 
they  for  that  end  fettled  on  the  ifle  then  called  Mafcareen,  or  Mafcarenhas,  which  they  have 
fince, named  Bourbon,  about  three  liundred  and  feventy  miles  eaft  of  the  great  ifland  of  Mada- 
gafcar.  It  i$  about  forty  leaguesin  oorapais.  Hcre>tbeir  fhips  meet  with  proper  rcfreibments, 
that  ifle  being  well  watered,  and  abounding  in  many  forts  of  trees,  plants,  and  fruits,  with 
horned  cattle,  hogs,  and  goats,  (brought  originally  thither  from  Europe  by  the  Portuguefe,} 
as  well  as  with  wild  fowl,  tortoifes^  &c.  and  of  late  years  yielding  coffee. — It  is  alfo  otherwife 
very  much  improved. 

Voluirc,  though  in  many  tilings  not  abfolutely  to' be  relied  on,  yet  in  thefc  matters  may 

be  better  liftened  to,  obferves,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  tlie  Fourteenth,  how  greatly  he  had  irn* 

proved,  fortified,  and  adorned  France. — "  Jt  was"  fays  he,  "  wonderful  to  behold  the  fea- 

•'  ports,  which  before  were  deferted  and  in  ruins,  now  furrounded  by  works,  at  once  both 

.**  tlieir  ornament  and  defence  ! — covered  alfo  with  Ihips  and  mariners,  and  containing  already 

3  U  2  .  *'  near 
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1672  **  near  fixty  large  fhips  of  war. —New  colonies,  under  the  proteftion  of  his  flag,  were  fcnt 
**  from  all  parts  into  America,  £aft  India,  and  Africa:  a  wonderful  change  this  in  fix 
"  years  time  ! — Moreover,  every  year  of  Colbert's  miniftry,  from  1663  to  this  year  1672, 
was  diftinguilhed  by  the  eftablifliment  of  fomc  new  nianufa£lory,  fuch  as  fine  woollen  cloth, 
filk,  and  glafles,  with  which  till  this  time  Venice  had  fupplied  all  Europe  : — he  alfo  pro- 
cured from  England  the  fecret  of  the  (locking  frame,  of  Englifli  invention,  by  which  ftock- 
•*  ings  arc  made  ten  times  quicker  than  by  the  knitting  needles  ;  the  manufafture  of  carpets  alfo 
**  and  of  fine  tapeftries  were  introduced ;  alfo  wrought  iron  ware,  fteel,  fine  earthen  ware 
**  Morocco  leather,  &c," 

KJ*  **  Wliilft  fuch  vaft  improvements  were  making  at  home,  Louis,  in  this  fummer,  kept 
his  court  at  Utrecht,  and  his  troops  were  making  cxcurfions  within  one  league  of  Amfter* 
dam  itfelf. — Thus  was  the  greateft  mercantile  flate  that  ever  exifted,  upon  the  very  brink  of 
"  utter  deftrufllon. — A  moment's  diligence  would  have  put  that  King  in  pofleflion  of  Amftcr- 
•*  dam.     The  richeft  families,  and  thofe  who  were  moft  defirous  of  liberty,  prepared  to  em- 
♦*  bark  for  Batavia,  and  fly  even  to  the  extremities  of  the  world.     The  Ihips  capable  to  make 
^  this  voyage  were  numbered,  and  it  was  found  that  fifty  thoufand  families  might  be  embark- 
**  ed.     The  Dutch  would  no  longer  have  exifted  but  in  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  Eaft  In- 
**  dies.     And  thefe  European  provinces,  which  fubfift  only  by  their  Afian  riches,  their  com- 
merce, and  if  a  Frenchman  may  fay  fo,  by  their  liberty,  would  on  a  fudden  have  been 
ruined  and  depopulated.     Amfterdam,  the  warehoufe  and  magazine  of  Europe,  wherein 
commerce  and  the  arts  arc  cultivated  by  three  hundred  thoufand  people,  would  have  pre- 
fently  become  only  one  vaft  lake ; — and  the  adjacent  lands,  which  require  an  immenfe  ex-- 
pence  to  raife  and  maintain  their  banks,  would  probably  at  once  have  wanted  both  the  fup- 
port  of  men  and  money,  and  would  at  length  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  fea,  leaving 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  only  the  wretched  glory  of  having  deftroyed  one  of  the  fineft  and 
moft  extraordinary  monuments  of  human  induftry. 

Four  deputies  came  to  the  King's  camp,  to  implore  his  clemency  for  a  republic,  which, . 
*^  fix  months  before,  had  thought  herfelf  the  arbitrator  between  Kings, — Thofe  fuppliants 
**  were  received  with  haughtinefs,  and  even  with  infults  an<l  raillery,  by  Louvois  the  Mini- 
**  fter,  and  were  made  to  return  fevcral  times.     At  length,  the  King  ordered  his  determina- 
**  tion  to  be  declared  to  them,  viz. 

**  Firft,  The  States  to  deliver  up  all  they  pofleflcd  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine,  with  Nimc-- 
<*  glien,  and  feveral  other  towns  and  forts  in  the  heart  of  their  territories. 
Secondly,  To  pay  the  King  twenty  millions. 

Thirdly,  That  France  for  the  future  Ihall  be  mafter  of  all •  the  great  roads  of  Holland,, 
-*•  both  by  land  and  water,  without  paying  any  toll. 

•*  Fourthly,  That  the  Catholic  religion  (hould  be  every  where  reftoredJ 
.  **  Fifthly,  That  the  Republic  fliould  annually  fend  an  Ambafiador  Extraordinaiy  to  the : 
**  French  court,  with  a  gold  medal,  whereon  fhould  be  engraved  an  acknowledgement,— - 
**  That  they  held  their  liberties  of  Louis  XIV. 

**  Sixthly  and  finally.  That  they  ftiould  alfo  make  fatisfaftion  to  the  King  of  England  and ' 
•■*  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  particularly  thofe  of  Cologne  and  Munfter,  by  w-hom  Holland 
**  ftill  continued  to  be  ravaged. 

"  Thefe  conditions,"  continues  Voltaire,  "  which  approached  fo  near  to  flavery,  appeared 
;^*  intolerable ;  and  the  rigour  of  the  conqueror  infpired  the  vanquifhed  with  a  defperate  cour- 
se ag? 
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1672  "  age.  They  determined  therefore  to  die  in  defence  of  their  liberty.  Their  hearts  and  hopes 
"  were  all  turned  upon  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  their  fury  againft  tlie  Grand  Penfionary 
♦*  Jolin  Dc  Witt,  and  his  brother  Cornehus,  both  of  whom  the  mob  at  the  Hague  now  maf- 
•*  facred,  and  infulted  all  tlieir  friends.  They  immediately  cut  the  dykes  which  kept  out  the 
*'  fea ;  whereupon  the  country-houfes,  which  are  innumerable  round  Amilerdam,  alfo  the 
**  villages  and  neighbouring  towns,  fuch  as  Leyden,  Delft,  &c.  were  overwhelmed :  and  yet 
"  the  country  people  did  not  repine.ft|  feeing  their  herds  of  cattle  drowned  in  the  fields.  Am- 
"  ft'erdam  itfelf  appeared  like  a  vaft  forirefs  in  the  midft  of  the  fea,  furrounded  with  Ihips  of 
"  war,  which  now  had  depth  of  water  fufficient  to  make  them  be  ftalioncd  round  ths  city, 
**  where  frclh-water  was  now  fold  at  fix  ftiws  per  pint.  What  will  be  moft  wondered  at  by 
"  pofterity  is,  that  Holland,  whilft  thus  overwhelmed  on  the  land,  was  yet  formidable  on  the 
"  ocean,  under  De  Ruyter ;  who,  with  one  hundred  fliips  of  war,  and  fifty  fire-fhips,  gave 
*•  battle  to  the  united  fleets  of  England  and  France,  at  Solebay,  and  afterwards  brought  their 
•*  Eaft  India  fleet  fafc  into  the  Texel ;  hereby  defending  and  enriching  his  country  on  one 
"fide,  whilft  Louis  was  dcftroying  iton  the  other. 

**  In  brief,  the  Emperor  Leopold,  the  great  Elc£lor  of  Brandenburg,  Frederick- William, 
"  the  Governor  of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands,  all  flew  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Dutch;   and,  as 
**  no  more  conquefts  could  be  made  in  a  country  overwhelmed  with  water,  Louis  found  it 
beft  to  leave  his  army,  and  return  home  ;  which  army  being  weakened  by  the  numerous 
garrifons  of  the  towns  which  had  fubmitted  to  him,  was  obliged  to  retreat;  and  the  Prince 
**  of  Orange,  now  Stadtholdcr,  was,  by  the  above-named  fuccours,  enabled  to  recover  all 
**  that  Louis  had  conquered.     In  the  midft  ©f  thofe  diforders  and  devaftations,"  ftill  adds 
Voltaire,  **  the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  to  their  eternal  honour,  raanifefted  virtues  which 
««  are  feldom  feen  but  in  a  republic.     For  as  thofe  people  who  were  poflfefled  of  bank-notes," 
(he  means  bank-credit,  or  compts  en  banque)  "  ran  in  crowds  to  the  bank,  where  it  was  to  be 
"  apprehended  they  would  lay  violent  hands  on  the  public  treafure,  every  one  being  eager  to 
**  get  his  money  out  of  the  little  which  they  fuppofed  ftill  ta  remain  there,   the  magiftrates 
**  opened  the  places  where  the  treafure  was  dcpofited,  and  it  was  found  ii}  the  fame  ftatc  in 
**  which  it  had  been  depofi ted  fixty  years  previous  to  this  period;    and  the  filver  was  even  ftill 
**  black,  from  the  efFcfts  of  the  fire  by  which  the  old  Stadthoufe  had  been  confumed  long  be- 
**  fore.     The  bank-notes  (credit)  till  now  had  been  conftantly  negociated,  and  this  treafure 
**  never  touched  till  this  time,  when  thofe  who  infifted  on  having  their  money,  were  paid  out 
**  of  it."     (This  may  be  true,  for  ought  that  was  generally  known  to  the  contrary,  or  that 
any  can,  in  our  days,  certainly  tell.)     "  Such   diftinguiflied  good-faith,  and  fuch  great  re- - 
fourccs,  were  then  fo  much  the  more  admirable,  as  Charles  the  Second,  King  of  England, 
to  defray  the  ejcpenccs  of  his  pleafures,  ind  of  this  war  againft  the  Hollanders,  had,  juft  at 
"  that  time,  become  a  bankrupt  to  his  fubje£ts,"  by  (hutting  up  his  Exchequer,    '«  and  it 
**  was  as  difhonourable  in  this  King,  thus  to  violate  the  public  faith,  as  it  was  glorious  in  the 
"  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam  to  preferve  it,  at  a  time  when  a  failure  might  have  appeared  par-i 
«  donable."  * 

This  account  of  the  condition  of  Holland  is  fo  finely  told  by  Voltaire,  that,  though  it  may 
be  fomewhat  prolix,  it  cannot,  we  imagine,  fail  to  be  entertaining  to  every  curious  reader,  , 
who  has  not  read  his  Hiftory  of  the  Age  of  Louis  XIV. 

Spain  having  aflifted  the  Dutch  in  this  war  with  France,  as  their  own  Netherlands  muft  in- 
evitably have  been  loft  had  the  Dutch  been  ruined,  Louis  availed  himfelf  .of  that  pretext,  to  . 
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1672  felzc  on  the  Franchc  Compte  of  Burgundy,  and  on  many  places  in  the  SpanTfli  Netherlands  % 
and  although,  by  the  fucceeding  peace  of  Nimeguen,  fomc  of  the  Netlierland  towns  were  re- 
llorcd  to  Spain,  France,  neverthelefs,  has  retained  the  county  of  Burgundy  to  this  day* 

We  have  fecn  the  three  former  Englifh  African  Companies  ruined  by  war,  mifconduft,  and 
^herr  great  ftruggles  with  the  interlopers.  In  this  year,  the  fourth  and  laft  exciufivc  company 
was  erefted,  after  the  third  company  had  furrendercd  their  charter,  for  the  above  reafons.  To 
tbi^  fourth  company  the  King  and  the  Duke  of  Yofk  fubfcribed,  as  well  as  many  perfons  of 
rank  and  quality,  and  the  whole  <:apital  of  one  hundred  eleven  tiioufand  pounds,  was-  cora- 
pleated  in  nine  months.  In  this  new  fubfcription  the  late  company  was  allowed  thirty-four 
thoufand  pounds  for  their  three  forts,  viz.  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  Sierra  Leone,  and  James  Fort 
in  the  river  Gambia. 

The  new  company  foon  improved  their  trade,  and  increafed  tl>cir  forts;  and  whereas  all 
former  companies  were  obliged  to  fend  to  Holland  to  -make  up  their  aflbrtments  of  goods» 
they  now  introduced  into  England  flie  making  of  various  kinds  of  woollen  goods,  &c.  not 
formerly  known.  They  alfo  imported  quantities  of  gold,  out  of  which  fifty  thoufand  guineas 
were  firft  coined  in  one  year,  in  1673,  ^°  named  from  the  country  of  Guinea.  They  alfo  im- 
ported red- wood,  for  dyers ;  alfo  elephants  teeth,  wax,  honey,  &c.  And  tliey  exported  to  the 
-value  of  feventy  thoufand  pounds  annually,  in  Engiilh  goods,  for  feveral  years  :  but,  at  the 
revolution,  the  Weft  India  planters  joined  the  interlopers,  in  aflerting,  that  they  were  always 
beft  fervcd  with  flaves  when  the  trade  was  open  to  all.  And  the  Petition  and  Declaration  of 
Right,  as  that  aft  of  Parliament  is  commonly  called,  in  the  firft  year  of  William  and  Mary, 
cfFeftually  debarring  it  and  all  other  pretended  exclufive  companies,  not  authorized  by  Parlia- 
ment, the  trade  "became  open,  although  that  company  ftill  perfifted  in  feizing  the  feparate  tra- 
ders ;  which  occafioned  much  clamour,  and  no  fmall  obftru£tion  to  the  negro  trade.  Their 
great  difputcs  with  the  feparate  traders. are  contained  in  many  large  pamphlets  ;  but  the  fubjeft 
is  long  fi nee  become :fo  obfolete,  that  it  would  tire  our  readers,  to  very  little  purpofe,  to  give 
'  a  detail  of  it 

Copper  halfpence  and  farthings  were  coined  in  England,  by  King  Charles,  in  this  year  1672, 
having  on  one  fide^  Carolus  a  Carolo  \  and  on  the  revcrfc,  Britannia.  "  There  was,"  fays 
Mr.  Tindal,  in  his  Notes  on  Rapin's  Hiftory,  **  another  farthing  coined  of  rare  copper^  hav- 
^*  ing  on  the  rcverfe,  ^atucr  Maria  Vendico\  but  thefe  were  <:alled  in,  to  pbeafe  the  French 
**  King." — And  this  coinage  now  efFeftually  fupprefled  the  private  coins  cafled  tokens. 

In  this  fame  year  1672,  the  Turks,  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tiioufand  men, 
invaded  Poland,  took  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Cantiniec,  and  alfo  brought  the  Poles  fo  low  as  to 
ifubniit  to  an  annual  tribute,  in  order  to  obtain  peace  of  the  Porte  ;  which,  however,  in  the 
very  next  year,  was  vcnounced,  when  King  John  Sobieflci  gave  the  Turks  a  great  overthrow  ; 
and,  in  confequence  of  his  victory,  made  better  and  more  honourable  terips  of  peace  for  Po- 
land, in  the  year  1676. 

At  the  very  clofe  of  this  memorable  year  1672,  Sir  Tobias  Bridges,  with  fix  fhips  from 
Barbadoes,  took  from  the  Dutch  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  alfo  St.  Eu- 
ftatius  ;  which  laft^named  ifle  the  Dutch  Admiral  Evertz  retook  the  fame  year.  On  the  other 
hand,  tlie  Dutch  took  St.  Helena  from  England  ;  which  ifle  was  foon  after  recovered  by  us, 
in  the  year  1673,  by  furprizing  the  Dutch  garrifon,  at  a  place  where  only  two  perfons  abreaft 
.could  climb  up  the  rocks,  as  were  alfo  three  rich  Duich  India  Ihips  ;  which  place  is  fince  that 
time  wellibr<tlfied;  and  the  Englifh  colony  there,  which  is  ikid  to  confift  of  about  two  hun* 
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r672  Jrcd  families,  now  live  ia  perfeft  fecurity, — As  to  the  reft  of  that  iflaiid,  it  is  an  entire  fteep 
•  and  barren  rock. 

1673  The  whole  bufinefs  and  benefit  of  the  little  ifle  and  colony  of  St.  Helena  is,  to  fupply  frelh 
provifions  and  water  for^  and  to  be  a  fafe  retreat  to  our  homeward-bound  Eaft  India  fhips  : 
win  return  for  which,  the  planters  are  fupplied  out  of  the  company's  warehoufes  there,  with 
brandy,  wine,  arrack,  beer,  malt,  fugar,  tea,  &c.  and  alfo  with  cloathing  from  England  and 
India :  fo  that  this  otherwife  barren  and  rocky  fpot,  is,  by  its  happy  fituation,  of  lingular  bene- 
fit to  our  fhipping,  and  to  thofe  alfo  of  other  nations  in  amity  with  \i5. 

The  Portuguefe  difcovered  St.  Helena  in  the  year  1 501.  when  it  was  quite  uninhabited; 
but  they  {locked  it  with  hogs,  poultry,  &c.  and  alfo  planted  it  with.  lemons,,  oranges,  figs,  &c. 
^'hich  throve  very  much,  and  rendered  it  an  ufefal  refrclhing  place,  where  they  often^left  their 
fick  men  till  their  next  return ;  but  that  nation  poflcfling  fo  many  ports  afterwards*  along  the 
foutb^eaft  coaft  of  Africa,  fuch  as  Sofala,  Mombaza,  Melinda,  Magadoxa,,  Mozambique,  &c. 
for  refrelhing  their  Ihips  on  their  Eaft  India  voyages^  they  abandoned  St.  Helena,  which  lay- 
long  after  defolate,  until  the  Hollanders  fettled  on  it  for  the  fame  convenience  ;  but  finding 
tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ftill  more  convenient,  tliey  alfo  abandoned-  St.  Helena,,  about  the  year 
165 1  :  whereupon'  our  Eaft  India  Company  firft  fettled  on  it ;  aud  it  now  abounds  with  cattle, 
poultry,  greens,  fruits,  &c.  there  being  fome  good  fpots,  here  and  there,  between  the  rocks^ 
whereon  herbage,  pafture,  &c.  are  fupplied  for  thofe  end». 

By  King  Charles  the  Second's  charter  to  the  Eaft  Iii^ia  Company,  this  iflknd,  in  the  year  i66ir 
was  confirmed  to  that  company :  but  the  Dutch  having,  in  their  war  with  England,  in  1665^ 
feized  on  it,  it  was  retaken  in  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  in-  the  year  1672,  as  we  have  already 
fcen.  The  Dutch  got  poileffion  of  it  again,  and  the  King's  (hips  having  now  finally  recovered 
it,  in  the  year  1673,  it  became  vefted  in  the  crown:  wherefore^  in  the  fame  year,  the  King^ 
by  his  charter,  re-granted  it  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  ever,  as  abfolute  lords  proprietors^ 
of  it,  with  all  royal  mines,  &c.  in  whofe  poileffion  it  remains  to  this  day. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1673,  there  vfrere,  ii>  thefpace  of  two  months,-  three  feveral  and" 
terrible  fea^-fights  between  the  fleets  of  England  and  Holland,  though  not  fo*  bloody  as  in  that 
of  the  preceding  year.     In  the  laft  of  thefe  engagements,  uiKlcr  Prince  Rupert,  the  Englilh 
loft  Sir  Edward  Spragge ;    and  the  French  fcjuadron  is  faid  to   have  ftood  neuter  all  the- 
latter  part  of  the  day.     The  joint  fleet  of  England  and  France  confifted  of  one  hundred  andi 
ten  Ihips ;  the  Dutch  of  one  hundred,  under  De  Ruyter  and  Van  Tromp.     Both  fides  claimed, 
tlie  vi£tory  in  all  the  three  engagements ;  and  both  Englifh  and  Dutch,  by  their  gallant  con* 
duS,  merited  it.     In  the  month  of  February,  in  this  year,  (N.  S.)  the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  in  a  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  inveighed  with  much  acrimony 
againft  the  Dutch,  whom  he  called   *'  England's  conftant  foes,  both  by  intereft  and  inclina- 
**  tion;  wherefore  he  concluded  with  elder  Cato's  words, — ^^  Dclcnda  eji  Carthago  \    i.e.    The 
^  .Dutch  muft  he  extirpated.'^ 

During  this  fhort  but  hot  war,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  was  under  the  neceflity  of 
Taifing  no  fewer  than  fix  thoufand  men  for  the  fecurity  of  Bombay  againft  the  attempts  of  the. 
Dutch. 

To  an  oftavo  EngliflV  tranflation,  in  this  fame  year  1673,  of  a  judicious  treatife,  entitled. 
The  Buckler  of  State  and  Juftice,  publiflied,  by  direftion  of  the  court  of  Spain,,  in  feverat. 
languages,  for  expofing  the  perfidious  defigns  of  King  Louis  of  France  for  univerfal  monar« 
chy,  there  is  annexed  a  fhort  effay,  called,  A  free  Conference  touching  the  prefctit  State  oF 
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1673  England,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  ;  in  order  to  the  Dcfigns  of  France  :  (faid  to  have  been 
written  by  the  dircSion  of  the  Earl  of  Arlington,  then  going  out  of  favour,  and  aimed  againft^ 
the  Earl  of  Sha-'tcfbury,  then  Lord  Chancellor,  according  to  Britannia  Languens,  o£tavo,  1680, 
p.  41-50.)  wherein  we  are  told,  "  That  not  above  three  years  ago,  (viz.  about  the  year  1670) 
France  w^as  hardly  able  to  fend  forth  twenty  fliips  of  war,  and  now  they  have  fixty  large 
ones,  ready  furnifhed,  and  well  armed  ;  and  do  apply  all  their  induftry  and  pains,  in  every 
"  part,  to  augment  the  number.  Could  the  ghoft  of  Queen  Elizabeth  return  back  into  the 
**  world  again,  ihc  would  juftly  reproach  the  minifters  of  ftate  in  England  for  having  aban- 
**  doned  her  good  maxims,  by  tamely  fufFering,  before  our  eyes,  a  maritime  power  to  increafc, 
"  which  flie  fo  diligently  kept  down  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  her  reign.  Whereas 
you"  (this  conference  is  fuppofed  to  be  with  a  minifter  of  flatej  *^  are  fo  far  from  oppofing 
the  growth  of  this  power,  that  you  rather  feem  to  defire  England  (hould  facilitate  the  ways 
to  make  it  grow  the  fafter,  and  to  render  it  yet  more  formidable  than  it  is,  by  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  the  fea-ports  •,  which,  in  conclufion,  muft  infallibly  bring  France  to  be  millrefs  of 
the  commerce  of  the  Indies.  All  the  world  knows  the  vaft  quantity  of  money  and  arms 
**  which  the  French  have  accumulated  to  that  end  alone,  out  of  the  richeft  purfes  of  that  king- 
dom. Our  power  apd  greatnefs  confift  principally  in  the  matter  of  commerce  ;  I  therefore 
conclude,  by  an  unerring  confequencc,  that  commerce  ought  to  be  the  chief  objedl  of  our 
jealoufy,  and  that  vye  arc  bound  to  be  as  tender  of  the  confervation  of  this  benefit  as  of  the 
apples  of  our  eyes." — DifmiiTed  or  declining  flatefmen  often  deliver  truths,  the  reverfe  of 
what  they  had  praflifed  when  in  power.  This  great  truth  is,  however,  of  fuch  importance 
to  us,  as  to  merit  the  being  ever  uppermoft  in  our  thoughts  and  counfels. 

At  this  time,  the  manufactured  commodities  of  Eaft  India,  arfnually  imported  into  Europe, 
and  more  particularly  into  England,  were  become  fo  confiderable,  as  to  occaiion  loud  com- 
plaints againft  our  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company,  ^s  deftroyers,  or  at  leaft  lefleners  of  tlie 
confumption  of  our  own  Engliflimanufaftures;  whereby  a!fo  it  was  obfcrvcd,  that  our  an- 
nual exportation  of  bullion  to  India,  which  formerly  did  not  often  exceed  forty  thoufan4 
pounds,  was  greatly  increafed.  Thefc  complaints  continued,  without  intermiffion,  or  rather 
incrcafed,  until  long  after,  that  the  Icgillature  found  itneceflaryto  enadt  a  total  and  abfolute 
prohibition  of  the  wear  of  all  fuch  in  England,  muflins  only  excepted.  Which  two  points, 
viz.  the  increafe  of  the  exportation  of  bullion,  and  of  the  importation  of  Indian  manufaftures, 
fupplied  the  opponents  of  that  company  and  trade  with  loud  and  popular  objeftions  againft 
both. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  fleet  of  French  ftiips  of  war,  failed  to  attack  the  Dutch  forts  on  the 
coaft  of  the<ifle  of  Ceylon,  with  a  delign  to  poflefs  the  cinnamon-trade  ;  and  they  a£tually  took 
the  important  fort  of  Trincomale,  But  a  fleet  of  fixteen  large  (hips  from  Batavia,  with  land- 
forces,  arriving,  the  French  fleet  retired  to  Surat,  and  the  Dutch  foon  recovered  it.  From 
Surat  the  French  failed,  attacked,  and  took  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Thomas,  whicli  tlie  Dutch  had 
taken  from  the  Portuguefe  a  few  years  before,  and  was  alfo  foon  loft  again  to  the  Dutch  ;  and 
in  the  end,  not  a  fmglc  (hip  ever  returned  home  to  France.  This  was-the  laft  attempt,  during 
the  feventeenth  century,  for  difturbingthe  commerce  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company. 
^674  After  the  French  had  been  driven  froni  St.  Thomas,  they  retired,  in  tlie  year  1674,  to  a 
place  called  Pondich«rry  ;  where,  by  pcrmiflion  of  the  Viceroy  of  the  King  of  Vifapour,  they 
fortified  it,  the  fituat ion  being  very  proper  for  the  trade  of  piece-goods,  then  in  great  demand 
in  Europe.     This  place  the  French  have  fo  much  improved,  that  it  i>,  to  our  days,  their 
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4674  capital  refidcnce  for  all  their  Eaft  India  trade.  It  was,  however,  taken  by  the  DutA  in  tlie 
year  1693 ;  but  rcftored  to  France  by  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  the  year  1697 ;  after  which  it  was 
ilill  further  ftrengthened  and  improved,  fo  as  to  be  deemed  one  of  the  moft  confidcrable  places 
of  the  Europeans  in  India,  having  a  large  town  of  many  thoufands  of  Indians  in  it,  befide  the 
"French  company's  people  and  traders  ;  and  being  lately  further  enlarged,  and  the  fuhijrbs  wall- 
ed in,  it  is  bv  fome  faid  to  be  four  leagues  in  circumference,  containing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  Chriftians,  Moors,  and  Gentoos.  Ncvcrthelefs  it  w^as  con- 
quered by  England,  in  the  year  1761. 

The  univerfal  clamour  of  the  people  of  England,  on  account  of  the  increafing  power  of 
France,  fo  dangerous  to  us  and  to  all  Europe,  obliged  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  tlie  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1674,  to  come  into  terms  of  peace,  by  the  mediation  of  Spain,  with  the 
-States  of  HollaiTd,  on  much  the  fame  footing  as  in  that  of  Breda,  in  the  year  1667  ;  with  this 
advantage,  however,  on  his  fide,  that,  by  the  tenth  article,  the  States  agreed  to  pay  our  King 
eight  hundred  thoufand  patacoons  (being  near  two  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  fterling)  toward 
the  expence  of  this  war:  which  fum  came  very  feafonably  to  him,  who  had  laviilied  away,  in 
a  Ihamcful  manner,  the  greateft  part  of  the  money  given  by  Parliament  to  fupport  the  war. 

By  the  fourth  article,  it  was  flipulated,  *'  That  all  Dutch  Ihips,  whether  fliips  of  war  or 

**  others,  whether  in  fquadrons  or  fingle  fhips,  which  (hall  happen  to  meet  any  Ihips  or  \ef- 

**  fels  whatfocver  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  whether  one  or  more,  carrying  that 

King's  flag  called  the  Jack,  in  any  of  the  Seas  from  Cape  Finifterre  to  the  middle  point  of 

the  land  Van  Staten,  in  Norway,  Ihall  ftrike  their  topfail  and  take  down  their  flag,  in  the 

fame  manner,  and  with  tlie  like  teflimony  of  refpeft,  as  has  been  ufually  paid  at  any  time 

*'  or  place  heretofore,  by  the  Dutfch  Ihips,  to  thofc  of  the  King  or  his  anccftors. 

V.  **  And  whereas  the  agreement,  in  the  year  1667,  for  the  furrendcr  of -the  colony  of  Su-*. 
rinam,  by  King  Gharlcs's  governor  thereof,  to^he  States  General,  has  occafioned  many 
quarrels  and  difputes,  and  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  mifunderflanding  lately  arifen  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  States, — they,  the  faid  States  General,  now  ftipulate,  that  thofe  ar- 
ticles fliall  be  fully  executed ; — and  that  the  King  may  fend  commiflioners  to  examine  the 
**  condition  of  his  fubjefts  remaining  there, — and  may  fend  thither  two  or  three  fliips,  to 
"  bring  away  his  faid  fubjcfts,  with  their  effeSs  and  flaves  ;  and,  till  then,  that  they  be  treat* 
^'  cd  equitably  in  the  fale  of  their  lands,  payment  of  debts,  iind  barter  of  goods." 

'Note,  That  purfuant  to  the  above  recited  fifth  article,  one^thoufand  two  hundred  perfons, 
including  negroes,  were,  in  this  and  the  following  year,  .brought  from  Surinam  to  Jamaica, 
and  had  lands  afligned  them  in  St.  Elizabeth's  precinfl  there. 

It  is  faid,  that  fince  the  Dutch  /have  poflcfled  that  colony,  tliey  h«ve  rendered  it  more  healthy 
than  before,  by  draining  its  marflics  and  clearing  away  tlie  woods :  fo  that  it  is  now  a  noble 
colony,  producing  m^ch  'fogar,  being  planted  above  one  hundred  miles  up  the  river  of  Suri- 
nam (its  mouth,  in  fix  degrees  north  latitude)  by  eight  hundred  or  more  families,  many  of 
them  being  French  Proteftant  Refugees :  their  cciTee,  too,  is  iaid  to  be  better  than  that  of 
Martinico  and  Jamaica.  It  alfo  produces  gams,  dying  woods,  cotton,  ginger,  flax,  fkins^ 
tobacco,  &c.  It  is  the  only  colony  how  poflcfltd  by  the  Dutch  on  the  continent  of  America ; 
being  faid  to  be  the  joint  property  of  their  Weftlndia  Company,  the  city  of  Arafterdam,  and 
the  Lord  of  Somelfdyk.  Theyfaave  feveral  other  towns  befide  the  capital,  now  named  Suri- 
nam, as  New  Zealand,  one  hundred  and  twenty  milesnorth  weft  from  Surinam;  New  Mid- 
filelbiirg,  &c.  and  have  fourilandingxrompanies  of  foldiers  for  their  defence. 

<VoL.  11.  3  X  Ont 
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1674  One  Jcronymo  Clifford,  who  publlflied  his  hardfhips,  in  the  year  17 10,  having  had  a  great 
plantation  there,  fays,  ««  That  Surinam  colony  is  fix  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  three  hun- 
*•  dred  in  bretidth ;  that,  except  fome  fmall  quantity  of  fugar  made  on  the  barren  ifle  of  Cara- 
**  coa,  this  is  the  only  colony  of  the  Dutch  which  produced  fugar."  Though,  fincc  Clif- 
•*  ford's  time,  the  ifle.  of  St.  Euftatia  is  fo  far  improved  as  to  produce  fome  fugar. 

VI.  "  All  lands,  iflands,  towns,  forts,  ?cc.  taken  on  both  fides,  fince  the  commencement 
**  of  this  war,  fliall  be  reftored,  by  either  party,  in  the  fame  condition  they  then  were. 

IX.  "  Within  three  months  after  the  proclamation  of  this  treaty,  the  States  General 

•*  agree  to  fend  to  London  a  number  of  comraiffioners  equal  to  that  of  the  King,  to  treat  of 
♦*  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce ;  more  efpecially  in  the  Eaft  Indies :  and  in  cafe 
**  they  fhall  not  agree  within  three  months,  then  the  difputes  fhall  be  referred  to  the  arbitra^ 
"  tion  of  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain.*' 

Done  at  Wcftminfter,  the  ninth  of  February  (N.  S.)  1674. 

Another  marine  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  firft  of  December,  1674  :  and, 

By  an  explanatory  declaration  of  both  the  marine  treaties,  above-named,  and  by  another^, 
iigned  by  Sir  William  Temple,  on  one  fide,  at  the  Hague,  and  by  the  States  deputies,  on  tlrr 
other,  on  the  thirtieth  of  December  1675,  it  is  declared,  **  That  the  true  meaning  and  in*- 
**  tention  of  the  faid  articles  is,  and  ought  to  be,  thatfliips  and  veffels  belonging  to  t!!\c  fub« 
*♦  jefls  of  either  of  the  parties,  can  and  might,,  from  the  time  that  the  faid  articles  were  con- 
*^  eluded,  not  only  pafs,  traffic,  and  trade,  from  a  neutral  port  or  place,  to  a  place  in  enmity 

with  the  other  party,  or  from  a  place  in  enmity  to  a  neutral  place,  but  alfo  from  a  port  or 

place  inenmity,  to  a  port  or  place  in  enmity  with  the  other  party,  whetlier  the  faid  places  . 
**  belong  to  one  and  the  fame  Prince  or  State,  or  to  feveral  Princea  and  States,  with  whom 
*-*  the  other  party  is  in  war.    And  we  declare,  that  this  is  thd  true  iand  genuine  fenfe  and  mean- 
*'  ing  of  the  faid  articles. — And  we  do  promife,  that  the  faid  declaration  (hall  be  ratified  by 
**  his  faid  Majcfty,  and  by  the  faid  States  General.'*' 

This  declaration  has  given  rife  to  all  the  complaints  of  the  Dutch,  on  account  of  our  mak- 
ing prize  of  their  fhips,  laden  with  French  property,  in  the  years  1757-8-9;  which  French 
property  thofe  Dutch  (hips  were  intended  to  convey  fafe  to  and  from  France,  and  to  protefl: 
them  from  our  cruizers,  &c.  which  declaration  has  been  conftrued,  in  part,  in  a  quite  differ- 
ent fenfe  from  that  of  the  Dutch,  by  the  Britifli  court  and  law,  and  fccms  to  require  a  further 
explanation  by  a  frcfli  treaty. 

Part  of  the  fccret  article  of  the  foregoing  treaty  of  peace  is  as  follows,  viz. — "  Neither  of 
*•  the  faid  parties  fhall  give  leave,  nor  confent,  that  their  fubjefls  or  inhabitants  fliall  give 
**^  any  aid,  favour,  or  counfel,  direftly  or  indireftly,  by  land  or  fea.— Nor  fliall  furnifli  nor 
•*  permit  their  fubjefts  or  inhabitants  to  furnifli  any  fliips,  foldiers,  feamen,  vi&uals,  money, 
♦*  inftruments  of  war,  &c.  to  the  enemies  of  either  party." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  old  ill-judged  affair'of  prohibiting  new  buildings  in  London  was  once 
more  revived ;  an  order  of  Council  being  publiflied  for  prpfecuting  all  fuch  as  had  erefted 
lioufes  on  new  foundations,  in  the  fuburbs  and  vicinity  of  London  :  by  which,  all  that  was 
probably  intended  was  to  bring  fome  money  into  the  impoveriflied  and  bankrupt  Exchequer. 

So  vaft  was  our  commerce  with  Holland  at  this  time,  that  Conful  Ker,  in  his  Remarks  on- 
Holland,  &c.  publiflied  in  Ker  of  Kcrfland's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  obferves,  "  That,  after  a 
"  great  froft,  in  1674,  when  the  waters  were  open,  there  failed  out  of  the  harbours  of  Rotter- 
*^  dam  three  hundred  fail  of  Engliib^  Scotch,  and  Irifli  fliips  all  at  once^  with  an  eailerly  wind.'' 

The 
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1674  Tlic  Hollanders'  Weft  India  Company's  cxclufivc  grant  now  expiring,  the  States  General 
renewed  the  lame,  exclufivc  of  all  other  Dutch  inhabitants,  to  trade  to  Africa  and  the  Weft 
Jndics,  any  otherwife  than  in  the  name  of  that  Company,  whofe  limits  were  defined  to  be 
from  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  to  the  fouth  latitude  of  thirty-three  degrees,  including  all  the 
jflands  within  th-ofc  boundaries,  both  on  on  near  the  African  and  American  coafts. — Provided, 
however,  that  if  the  Eaft  India  Company  fhall  occupy  the  iflands  fituated  within  thofe  limits, 
between  Africa  and  America,  from  Afcenfion  fouthward,  before  this  Company  Ihall  fo  do, 
then  the  Eaft  India  Company  (hall  have  an  exclufivc  patent  for  thofe  iflands,  &c. 

And  it  fcems,  the  faid  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  do,  to  this  day,  grant  licences  to  pri- 
vate adventurers,  to  trade  within  thofe  limits ;  from  which  cmoluAients,  it  is  parly  enabled 
to  continue  certain  flender  dividends  to  their  proprietors. 

1675  The  Englifh  Houfe.  of  Commons,  being  much  out  of  humour  with  the  conduft  of  their 
King,  Charles  the  Second,  and  that  of  his  bad  Miniflers,  afting  fo  much  in  favour  of  France, 
and  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  England's  true  interefts  ;  and  obfcrving  the  immenfe  confump- 
tion  of  French  wares  of  all  kinds,  in  England ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  how  little  of  Eng- 
lifh merchandize  was  taken  off  by  France;  (now  ardently  purfuing  the  improvement  of  her 
own  woollen,  filk,  and  linen  manufactures)  that  Houfe  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
general  balance  of  trade  between  England  and  France  ;  and  found  that  England  was  aunuallyi 
for  forae  time  paft,  above  one  million  ftcrling  lofcrs  by  her  trade  with  France.  Ecliard's  third 
volume,  Rapin's  fecond  volume,  and  the  author  of  The  Happy  future  State  of  England,  arc 
particular  in  this  rcfpeft,  viz. 

Imported  into  England  from  France,  annually,  about  ^—  i,500,.oop    o    o 

Exported  from  England  to  France,  annually,  about  —  170,000    00 


Annual  balance  againft  England  *^  — «  »-«  i>330>ooo    o    o 


Befide  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  value  of  French  wines,  filks,  embroideries,  and 
other  fripperies,  annually  run  in  or  fmuggled  upon  us :  "  fo  that,'^  (fays  the  laft-named  au- 
thor, very  properly)  **  all  our  grave  laws  againft  fending  money,  in  fpccic,  out  of  England, 
*^*  wlien  the  balance  of  trade  is  againft  us,  is  but  hedging  in  the  cuckow." 

Coffee  houfes  in  London  were,  at  this  time,  much  frequented  by  perfons  of  rank  and  fuh- 
Hance,  who,  fuitable  to  our  native  genius,  ufed  great  freedom  therein,  with  refpeft  to  the 

« 

<ourts  proceedings  in  thefe  and  the  like  points,  fo  contrary  to  the  voice  of  the  people* 
Whereupon  the  King  ifibed  a  proclamation,  in  this  fame  year,  **  for  the  fuppreffing  of  all 
**  coffee  boufes  in  London,"  which  alfo  was  like  hedging  in  the  cuckow,  "  as  being  places 
**  where  the  difaffcfted  met,  and  fpread  fcandalous  reports  concerning  the  conduA  of  his 
•*  Majefty  and  his  Minifters."  But  the  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  having  here- 
«ipon  remonftrated  to  the  court,  that  this  proclamation  would  greatly  lefien  his  Majefty's  re- 
venue, the  King,  a  few  days  after,  iffued  another  proclamation  for  fufpending  the  firft. 
Than  both  which  proclamations,  nothing  could  argue  greater  guilt  nor  greater  wcaknefs. 

The  navigation  laws  being  fometimes  violated,  King  Charles,  in  this  fame  year,  iffued  his 
proclamation,  **  for  prohibiting  the  importation  into  his  American  plantations  of  any  Euro- 
^*  pean  merchandize  but  what  ftiould  be  laden  in  England ;  and  for  putting  Other  branches  of 
'*  thofe  afts  into  ftrift  execution,  relating  to  America." 

3  X  a  Wheat, 
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1675  Wheat,  in  this  fame  year  1675,  was  fo  dear  as  three  pounds' four  ftiHIings^  and  eight-pence 
per  quarter,  or  eight  flliliings  and  on^-penny  per  bufhel,  according  to  Bilhop  Fleetwood's 
Chronicon  Preciofum. 

In  September,  a  fudden  fire  having  burned  down  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  of  North- 
ampton, it  was,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  twcnty-fevcnth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, direfled  to  be  re-built ;  and  was  accordingly  fo  done,  in  a  more  beautiful  and  com- 
modious manner  than  it  had  formerly  been*;   as  appears^  by  tlie  only  public  a£l-  of  this* 
year  1675. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  commercial  treaty  was  concluded  at' Adrianople,  between  King  Charles- 
the  Second,  of  England,  (by  his  ambaflfador.  Sir  John  Finch)  and  the  Sultan  Mahomet  the 
Fourth :  whereby  •*  all  former  treaties,  from  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  downward,  were  coa- 
•*  firmed':  and  certain  new  capitulations  were  fuper-addcd  :^— fuch  as,-  freedom  for  all  Englifh* 
**  fubjefts  to  refide  in,  and  trade  to  Turkey  ; — to  have  corifuls,  of  their  own  proper  appoint- 
"  Tng,  in  its  fea  ports; — to  enjoy  alt  the  particular  privileges- and  immunities  which  either  the* 
**  French,  or  the  Venetians,  or  any  Chriftian  nation- enjoyed,  and  fhall  pay  no  higher  duties 
•*  than  they  do; — that  the  Dutch  merchants  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Friefland,.  and  Guelder- 

land,  trading  to  Turkey,  fhall  always- come  thither  under  the  colours  of  England,  and 

fliall  pay  the  dues  to  the  Englifh  ambaffiidor  and  confuls^  in  the  fame  manner  as*  the  Eng- 
*'  lifh  merchants  do ; — and  the  merchants  of  Spairs  Portugal,  Ancona,  Florence,  and  alt 
*^  forts  of  Dutch,  Ihall  alfo  come  under  the  flag  of  England,  and  pay  the  fame  du0s  as  the 
'*  Dutch  before-named.  The  Englifli  merchants  and  all  others,  who  are  now  to  come  under 
'^  the  colours  of  England,  may,  with  all  pofiible  fecurity,  trade,  fell,  and  buy  all  forts  of 
•*  merchandize,  not  prohibited,  not  only  in-  Turkey;  but  they  may  likewifc  trade  to  Muf- 
•*  covy,  by  fea,"  they  could  fo  trade  by  no  other  fea  but  the  Black  Sea,  "  or  land,  and  may 
**  bring  their  merchandize  from  thence  to  Turkey;  and  tlic  like  liberty- is  now  allowed  the 
"  Englifli  with  rcfpeft  to  Perfia,  &c.'* 

The  bufinefs  of  the  proteAion  of  the  flag  had  occafioned  much  conteft  between  the  ambaf- 
iadors  of  England  and  thofe  of  France,  at  tlie  Porte  ;  the  latter  having  alfo  fometimes  got  if 
inferted'in  their  treaties  and  capitulations,  that  the  Dutch,  and  the  other  nations  before-nam- 
ed, who,  as  yet,  had  concluded  no  commercial  treaties  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  fliould  come 
snd  trade  under  the  flag  and  prote£tion  of  France :  but  now,  m  this  treaty,  with  our  King. 
Charles  the  Second,  that  privilege  is  afcertained  to  England  alone.  The  cafe  is  much  altered: 
iince  the  time  now  under  our  confideration ;  the  Dutch,  particularly,  having  long iince  had 
the  privilege  of  ambaflladors  and  confuls  of  their  own,  refiding  conftantly  in  1  urkey. 

There  are,  in' this  treaty,  fixty-fevcn  articles  in  all ;  to  which,  after  Sir  John  Finch's  ar- 
rival, were  added  the  following  explanations^  viz. 

I.  **  What  duty  the  Englifli  fliips  paid  for  their  merchandize  coming  to  ScanderOon,  and 
**  afterwards  to  Aleppo. 

II.  **  For  all  merchandize,  which  the  Englifli  merchants  fliall  import  or  export,  they  fliall- 
pay  only  three  per  cent.  And  woollen  cloths  from  London  ftiall  pay  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  afpcrs  per  piece,  whether  fine  or  coarfc,  of  the  manufaSurc  of  England."    Eighty 

afpers  being  w.orth  a  Spanifli  piece  of  eight.     **  But  the  woollen  cloths  of  Holland,  &c.  which 
"  aie  not  of  the  manufafturc  of  England  fliall  hereafter  pay  the  duties  as  formerly  have  beear- 
**  cuftomary,  &c.  » 

HI. 
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^675      ITT.  IV.  V.  VI.  and  VII.  "  Contarn  only  certain  regulations,  concerning  caufes  to  be 
tried,  relating  to  the  Englifb,  and  the  anchorage-duty  on  our  (hips  arriving  at  Conftanti^ 
nople,  Scanderoon,  Smyrna,  Cyprus,  &c.  and  other  matters  relating  to  duties  and  debts. 
VIII.  *•  Two  Ihip-loads  of  figs  and  currants  are  annually  allowed  to  be  exported  froni^ 
**  Smyrna,  Salonichi,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  kitchen,  provided  there 
*•  be  no  fcarcity  of  thofe  fruits;  paying  only  three  per  cent,  cuftom  for  the  fame,"     And  the 
ninth  article  is  only  a  very  ambiguous  and  vague  ftipulation,  concerning  the  duty  on  all  iiUc^ 
which  the  Englifli  buy  at  Smyrna.     Vide  vol.  iii.  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  &Ct 
from  p.  282  to  p.  309.     London,  1732. 

The  anonymous  author  of  a  fpiritedoSavo  treatife,  intitled,  Britannia  Languens,  publifh- 
cd  in  the  year  1680,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  evince,  that  England's  national  commerce  had  been 
for  fome  years  in  a  confumptive  way;  (though  it  is  certain  that  Dr.  D'Avenant,  and  feveral 
others,  fix  on  that  very  year  1680,  as  the  fummit  of  our  commercial  profpcrity,)  exhibits  an 
account  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  coin:ed  in  England,  from  the  firft  of  Oftobcr  1599,.  ^^  N^" 
vember,  in  this  year  1765,  being  feventy-fix  years  ;  which  he  has  divided  into  four  periods  : 
(hewing  how  our  coinage  increafed  in  the  three  firft  periods,  proportionably  to  the  increafe 
**  of  our  trade  and  navigation;  and  how  much  the  coinage  decreafed  ia  tlie  fourth  period  » 
taken  (he  fays)  from  a  prmted  account  of  the  faid  year  1675,  viz« 
Coined,  £,         s.    dm 

Firft  period,  nineteen  years  and  a  half,    from*  Oftober  »599,  to 
♦*  March  1619,  coined  in  gold  and  filver  -  -  -  4>779>3H  '3    4 

Second  period,  nineteen  years,  front  March  1619^  to  March  1638,       6,900,042  11     1 
Third  period,  nineteen  years,  from  March  1638,  to  May  1657^  7>733'5^^   ^3.    4r 

Fourth  period,  eighteen  years  and  a  half,  from  May  1657,  to  No-    "^ 
vember  1675  -  -  -  -  .  2,238,99.7  16    oj 

( About  one  million  of  which  hft  fum  was  harp  and  crofs  money,  and. 
broad  gold,  &c.  re-coined.) 
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In  fcventy-fix  years,  total  coined  in  England,  is  £.  21,651,876  13  10 


•*  So"  fays  this  author,  **  our  coinage  yearly  increafed  from  the  firft  to  the  fecond  period  ; 
'*  and  from  the  fecond  to  the  third  ;  but  annually  decreafed  from  the  third  to  tlie  fourth  pe-^ 
••  riod  :  and  from  thence  he  inferred,  that  we  were  decayed  and  over-balanced  in  our  foreign* 
•*  trade,  and  that  our  coin  was  exported  to- make  good  that  balance."  Which  pofition  is  cer-- 
tainly  over-ftretched  ;  for  afthough  it  may  be,  and  certainly  was  true,  that,  in  the  three  firft 
periods,  England  poflefled,  almoft  alone^  all  the  trade  of  the  woollen  drapery  withr  the  north 
and  weft  parts  of  Europe,  until  between  the  third  and  fourth  periods,  that  the  Dutch  gained 
much  of  it  from  us  ;  and  that,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  period,  France  alio  pufhed  in-^ 
to  it ;  yet  it  furely  by  no  means  follows,  that  bccaufe  we  did  not  coin  fb  much  between  the' 
faid  third  and  fourth  periods,  as  formerly,  we  therefore  were  lofers  by  the  general  balance  of 
our  annual  commerce  withhi  that  time  :  it  has,  however,  been  already  obferved,  under  the 
year  1664,  from  Dr.  D'Avenant's  account,  that  wc  were  greatly  lofbrs  in  the  general  balance 
for  the  year  1662,  too  much,  if  not  wholly  owing  to  our  immenfe  importations  from  France  r 
yet,  upon  tliis  famous  topic,  we  muft,  after  all,  agree  with  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  as  we  have  ob- 
ferved  under  the  year  167O1  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  fix,  with  precifion,  the  general  ba^ 
3  lance 


/ 


/ 
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1675  lance  of  a  nation'c  commerce,  anyijthcr  way  than  by  his  judicious  third  pofition.     This  in- 

..deed  is,  in  good  part,  confirmed  even  by  the  author  of  Britannia  Langucns  ;  who,  however, 

in  p.  157,  &c;  obfcrvcs,  **  that  the  Dutch,  long  after  they  became  indepcndant  dates,  were 

**  ignorant  of  our  new  draperies,  viz.  of  bayes,  fayes,  &c.  which  we  had  learnt  from  tte 

•  ♦*  Flemings,  driven  out  by  D'AIva's  perfecution;  and  we  fupplicd  the  Dutch  with  vaft  quan* 
-  ^  titles  of  cloth  alfo,  though  moftly  white,  which  they  died  and  dreficd,  and  exported  to 
"^  **  Germany,  and  many  other  parts.   » We  had  alfo  formerly  the  fole  trade  to  Denmark,  Nor- 

**  way,  Sweden,  Livonia,  Poland,  and  Pruffia,  by  our  Eaftland  Company,   formerly  very 

**  flourifliing,  and  called  the  Royal  Company  :'*  (I  have  not  met  with  this  appellation  any 

'  where  elfe)  '*  our  exports  to  all  which  northern  countries  are  greatly  leffened  by  tlie  Dutch 

'  **  having  fct  up  mighty  woollen  manufaftures,  and  the  Flemings  renewed  theirs.     We  had 

**  formerly  the  fole  trade  of  woollen  cloathing  to  France,  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 

•  *'  pounds  yearly,- but  now  none  at  all.  Alfo  the  fole  trade  to  Turkey,  though  of  late  the 
**  Dutch  are  become  our  competitors  therein  ;  and  the  French  have  been  long  nibbling  at 
•*  this  trade  :"  (they  are  now  in  our  days  far  from  being  nibblers-thercinj  **  and  in  the  Spa- 
•*  nifli  trade  both  the  French  and  Dutch  largely  fliare  with  us.     What  is  yet  more  grievous, 

'  **  we  import  much  fine  cloth  from  tlie  Dutch  yearly,"  (this,  we  have  elfewhere  obferved  to 
be  owing  to  that  nation's  then  better  drefling  of  our  fine  white  cloths,  and  then  returning 
them  to  us  for  the  ufe  of  our  richeft  people,  now  long  fince  at  an  end)   "  and  till  of  late  we 

imported  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  yearly  in  llufFs  and 

druggets. 

**  Formerly"  continues  our  author,  "  we  had  the  fole  trade  to  Portugal,  but  now  the 
**  French  and  Dutch  arc  our  competitors,  as  they  are  alfo  to  Italy,  where  we  formerly  fup- 

plied  all,     TJie  Venetians  alfo  fupply  and  vend  much  cloth  there.     Wc  kept  the  nionopoly 

**  of  the  woollen  manufadure  to  moft  parts  of  the  trading  world,  during  all  the  reign  of  King 

•*  James  the  Firft,  and  the  greateft  part  of  that  of  King  Charles  the  Firft.     This  was  our 

**  principal  jewel :  and  as,  at  the  fame  time,  our  imports  were  lefs  than  of  late,  no  wonder 

-<<  our  coinage  was  fo  great." 

Thus  wc  receive  not  a  little  light  into  the  hidory  of  our  woollen  manufafture  from  this  able 
;  author,  whofe  work,  though  written  with  fome  feeming  exaggeration  here  and  there,  is  flill 
worth  perufal  even  at  this  day. 

A  judicious  and  candid  reader  will  eafilyexcufe  the  repetition;  which  wc  cannot  avoid,  of 
fome  points  in  fucb  fubjeAs  as  thefe,  coming  from  different  authors. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  at  this  time,  got  the  town  of  St,  Thomas,  on  the  Coro- 
mandel  coaft,  into  their  hands,  by  affifting  the  King  of  Golconda  to  recover  it  from  the 
French,  to  whom  he  gad  given  it  fome  years  before.  The  French  having  then  taken  it  from 
the  Portuguefe. 

In  this  fame  year  1675,  the  Englilh  Parliament  granted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
building  of  twenty  large  (hips  of  war,  viz.  one  firft  rate  Ihip  of  fourteen  hundred  tons  ;  eight 
fecond  rate  fhips,  of  each  eleven  hundred  tons  ;  and  eleven  third  rates,  of  each  feven  hundred 
tons.  Such  as  know  the  ftate  of  the  royal  navy  in  our  days,  know  that  (hips  of  the  above- 
named  rates  are  feveral  hundred  tons  larger  than  thefe  were  ;  and  alfo  that  they  could  not  now 
be  built  for  confiderably  more  than  the  above  fum.  At  the  fame  time  the  Parliament  refolved, 
for  the  future  to  apply  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  abfolutely  for  the  benefit  of  the  navy- 
jroyal ;  which  was  no  fmali  mortification  to  the  King,  who  was  further  difpleafed  at  their  refuf* 

ing 
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1675  Ing  him  money  to  take  off  the  anticipati6ns  on  his  own  proper  revenues  :  and  it  was,  on  that 
occafion,  openly  obfervcd,  •*  that  the  Parliament  or  the  Public  was  in  no  wife  obliged  to  pay 
•*  the  King's  private  debts,  fince  that  would  prove  a  very  dangerous  precedent  hereafter.'* 

This  was  a  wife  and  gallant  ftep  towards  our  prcfent  moft  happy  parliamentary  conflitution, 
when  every  fum  granted  by  our  Parliaments  is  appropriated  fpecifically ;  or  elfe,  in  certain  ex- 
traordinary cafes,  is  granted  upon  account,  /.  e.  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  crown  officers  ia 
the  fucceeding  feffion  of  Parliament. 
l676>  •  It  was  in  or  about  the  year  1676,  that  the  printing  of  calicoes  was  firft  fct  on  foot  in  Lon- 
don. As  was  alfo  firft  brought  into  ufe  from  Holland  to  London,  the  weaver's  loom  engine, 
tlien  called  the  Dutch  Loom  Engine.  Thus  all  nations  mutually  gain  the  benefit  from  each 
other  of  new  inventions  and  improvements  ;  none  of  which  can,  for  any  length  of  time,  be 
abfolutely  cngroflcd  by  any  particular  firft  difcoverer. 

In  a  manufcript  account  of  Newfoundland,  in  the  author's  pofleflion,  written  in  the  year 
1677,  we  find,  that  in  the  preceding  year  1676,  there  went  thither  from  England  one  hundred 
and  two  (hips,  for  the  cod  fifhery  there  ;  each  fhip  having  twenty  guns,  and  carrying  eighteen 
boats,  and  for  each  boat  fiVe  men ;  in  all,  nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  Their 
convoy  was  two  (hips  of  war.  And  the  total  value  of  the  fifh  and  oil  they  made  there,  in  that 
year,  was  computed  at  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds.  How 
grcata  nurfery  then  is  this  fifhery  for  Epglifti  failors,  and  how  beneficial  for  the  employment 
of  Ihip-building,  &c.  ? 

In  Oftober  1676,  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  granted  his  fourth  charter  to  the  Eaft  In-^ 
dk  Company,  confirming  all  his  former  ones,  notwithftanding  any  mif-ufer,  nonsufer,  or 
abufer,  whatfoever  of  their  former  rights,  liberties,  ^c.  by  tlic  company  or  their  fervants. 
What  induced  the  company  to  obtain  this  charter  was,  a  great  clamour  raifed  againft  them  at 
this  time,  on  account  of  their  many  exclufive  privileges,  and  their  enemies  went  fo  far  as  to 
publilh  their  opinions  that  their  charters  were  aftually  void — **  becaufe,"  faid  they,  "  the 
crown  could  not  legally  grant  exclufive  privileges  and  powers,  without  the  concurrence  of 
Parliament."  This  was  boldly  faid  for  thofe  times  ;  previous  to  the  ever  famous  aft  of  the 
firft  year  of  William  and  Mary,  called  the  Petition  of  Rights.  The  company's  enemies  alfo 
alleged,  **  That  their  bond  debts  amounted  to  fix  huivdred  thoufand  pounds,  and  as  thcyfel- 
dom  had  much  above  that  fum  in  value  at  any  one  time,  both  in  their  faftories  in  India, 
and  upon  the  feas  ;  they  thence  inferred  that  they  traded  wholly  with  their  creditors  money, 
of  which  they  made  forty  percent,  whilft  they  allowed  their  bond  creditors  but  fix  percent.'* 
—(This  laft  point,  ofitfelf,  furely  could  be  no  juft  ground  for  clamour.)  "  So  that  fhould 
•*  their  faftories  and  goods  be  deftroyed  by  war,  &c.  how  could  they  fecure  and  main- 
**  tain  the  prefent  nominal  value  of  their  capital  ftock,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fully  fatisfy 
**  their  creditors." — This  objeftion  holds  equally  true  againft  all  trading  companies,  and  pri- 
vate traders  alfo. 

That  Company,  ha^^ng  now  made  a  confiderable  profit  by  their  trade,  did,  in  a  genentl 
court,  decree,  that  the  faid  profits,  inftead  of  making  a  dividend  thereof  to  their  proprietors  j[ 
fhould  be  added  to  their  principal  or  capital  ftock,  fo  as  juft  to  double  the  fame  ;  for  whereas, 
their  whole  capital  was,  till  now,  only  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-one  pounds  five  (hillings,  every  ftiare  of  fifty  pounds  was  how  made  one  hundred, 
whereby  tht  ir  new  capital  was  made  up  to  fcven  hundred  and  tliirty-nine  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  pounds  ten  ihillhigs. 
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1676  In  this  fame  year,  a  great  part  of  the  wealthy  and  extenfive  burgh  of  Southwatk  was  de- 
ilroyed  by  a  fudden  fire.  Their  houfes  having  then  been  built  of  timber,  laih,  and  plaifter, 
the  legiflature  threupon  appointed  commi(Iioners»  by  an  aft  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  King 
•Charles  II.  cap.  iv.  for  rebuilding  the  fame ;  which  was  done  s^l  of  brick  walls,  in  a  more 
^fubftantial,  regular,  and  beautiful  manner  than  before ;  as  it  ftill  appears  at  this  day,  from 
London  Bridge  foot  up  to  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  and  beyond  it. 

In  this  year,  the  famous  Sir  William  Petty  firft  wrote  his  Ueatife  of  Political  Arithmetic. 
Perhaps  all  his  computations  and  inferences  ace  not  quite  unexceptionable,  as  partly  obferved 
in  our  preface,  yet,  as  he  was  well  verfcd  in  the  theory  of  commerce,  we  may  fafely  avail  our- 
:^elves  of  fome  of  his  oifeCul  remarks  on  its  increafe  in  England,  from  the  year  1636  to  the  year 
J676,  viz. 

"  That  in  the  faid  forty  years  fpace,  the  taxes  and  public  levies  in  our  three  kingdoms  have 
**  been  much  greater  than  at  any  time  before,  and  yet  the  faid  kingdoms  have  gradually  in* 
"  creafed  in  wealth  and  ftrength  within  that  fpace. 

I.  "  With  refpcft  to  houfing ;  the  ilreets  of  London  fhew  it  to  be  double  the  value  of 
what  it  was  forty  years  before.  And  tliey  have  alfo  increafed  therein  at  Newcaftle^  Yar- 
mouth, Norwich,  Exeter,  Portfmoutb,  and  Cowesu — In  Ireland  alfo,  at  Dublin,  Kinfale, 
Coleraine,  and  Londonderry. 

II.  "  With  refpeft  to  ihipping  ;  the  navy  royal  is  now  triple  or  quadruple  of  what  it  was 
*'  forty  years  ago,  and  before  the  Sovereign  was  built.  The"  (coal)  **  (hipping  of  New- 
'**  caftLe  is  now  about  .eighty  thousand  tons,  and  could  not  then  be  above  a  quarter  of  that 
•*•  quantity. 

**  Firft,  Becaufe  London  is  doubled  in  people. 

**  Secondly,  Becaxife  the  ufe  of  coals  is  at  leaft  doubled;  they  being  heretofore  feldom  ufed 
**  in  chambers,  as  they  now  are, — nor  were  there  fo  many  bricks  burnt  with  them  as  of  late, 
**  — nor  -did  the  country  on  both  fides  the  Thames  make  ufe  of  them  as  now. 

"  Above  forty  thoufand  ton  of  fhipping  are  employed  in  the  Guinea  and  American  trade ; 

which  trade  in  thofe  days  was  inconfiderable.     The  quantity  of  wines  imported  was  not 

then  near  fo  great.as  now.  And,  in  (hort,  the  cuftoms  did  not  then  yield  one  third  of  the 
♦*  prefent  value. 

III.  <'  The  number  and  fpleadour  of  coaches,  equipages,  and  hoxi(hoId-furniture,  have 
•'*  jnuch  increafed  fince  that  period. 

IV.  "  The  poftage  of  letters  is  increafed  from  one  to  .twenty.** — This  furely  is  exaggerated. 

V.  "JAnd  his  Majefty's  revenue  .is  now  trebkd, 
VL  ^*  Upon  calling  in  the  .money  at  the  reftoration,  which  had  been  coined  during  the 

**  ufurpation,  it  amounted  to  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  or  ooe-feventh  part  of  the 
-^^  whole  ca(h  ofthenationy  or  five  .million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  or,  allowing  for 
**  boarded  money,  to  fix  millions." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  on  all  occaCons  earneft  for  the  promotjon 
of  commerce,  and  the  Lord  Berkeley,  &c  fitted  out  a  fhip,  commanded  by  Caprain  Wood, 
for  an  attempt,  once  mote,  to  find  .a  north-*eaft  pailage  to  India,  accompanied  with  a  fhip  of 
-the  King's.     They  were  encouraged  to  this  attempt,  after  it  had  been  fo  long  defpaired  of, 
•by  feveral  new  reports  aad  reafonings,  fome  of  which  fecm  not  to  have  been  very  well 

founded.    As^ 
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1676  I.  On  the  coaft  of  Corca,  near  Japan,  wliales  had  been  found  with  Englifli  and  Dutch  har- 
poons (licking  in  them. — This  is  no  infallible  proof  that  Ihips  could  gcttliithcr  by  a  uorth- 
caft  paffage,  although  whales  might. 

II.  That,  twenty  years  before,  fome  Dutchmen  had  failed  within  one  degree  of  the  north 
pole,  and  found  it  temperate  weather  there :  and  that  therefore  William  Barents,  tlie  Dutcli 
navigator,  who  wintered  at  Nova Zembla  in  the  year  1596,  fhould  have  failed  further  to  the 
north  before  turning-eaftward,  in  which  cafe,  faid  they,  he  would  not  have  found  fo  much 
cbftruftion  from  the  ice. 

III.  That  two  Dutch  fliips  had  lately  failed  tl>ree  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Nova 
Zembla,  but  their  Eaft  India  Company  had  ttified  that  defign  as.againft  their  intereft  :— and 
fuch  like  other  airy  reports.  But  this  attempt  proved  very  unfortunate.  They  doubled  the 
North  Cape,  and  came  among  much  :ice  and  drift  wood,  in  feventy-fix  degrees  of  north  lati-* 

.tude,  fleering  to  the  coaft  of  Nova  Zembla,  where  the  King's  (hip  ftnack"  upon  the- rocks^ 
and  was  foon  beat  to  pieces  ;  and  Captain  Wood  returned  home  with  an  opinion,  **  that  fuck 
"  a  paffage  was  utterly  imprafticable,  and  that  Nova  Zembla  is  a  pact  of  the  continent  of 
**  Greenland." 

N.  B,  Not  many  years  ago,  in  the  prefent  eighteenth  century,  it  was  reported,  that  certain 
Kuffians  from  their  province  of  Siberia,  eaftward  of  Nova  Zembla,  had  attempted  to  difcover 
North  America,  and  pretended  to  liavc,  in  part,  fuccecded  ;  altliough  there  never  was  any  clear 
or  authentic  account  thereof  publiftied  by  the  authority  of  the  Ruffian  court.     And  even  if 
they  (hould  actually  find  a  way  through  that  icy  ocean  of  Tartary  to  Japan,  China,  and  North 
America,  it  could  be  of  no  fecvicc  to  the  reftof  Europe,  who  can  attempt  no  other  way  thither 
but  either  by  Waygatz  Streights,  or  clfc  round  the  north  end  of  Nova  Zembla,  or,   laftly, 
round  by  the  north  fide  of  Spitz(bergen  :  all  which  have  been  unfuccefsfully  attempted  by  able 
.     and  experienced  pilots  of  different  times  and  nations  ;  by  reafon  of  the  huge  mountains  of  ice 
obftrufting  all  pa(rage,  and  which  probably  will  remain  fo  to  the  end  of  time.     It  »iay  even 
;be  thought  doubtful  wliether  that  fuppofed  difcovery  could  be  made  jpf  any  great  advantage  to 
Ruffia  itfelf,  confidering  the  great  land  carriage:  from  Siberia  to  Archangel,  or  to  Peter(burgh, 
through  fuch  a  miferable  country. 
r677       The  people  and  Parliament  of  E^iglai'id,  being  juftly  alarmed  at  the  great  progrefs  of  tlic 
.French  King's  conquefts  in  the-^panifli  Netherlands  ;  the  Hoafe  of  Commons  addr^ffed  their 
King  to  form  alliances  in  order  to  fecurc  the  faid  Spani(h  Netlierlands  ;  in  the  prefervation  of 
which,  they  tell  him,  in  the  beginning- of  this  year  1677,  both  his  and  their  interefts  are  fo 
highly  concerned  :  they  ^ddrefi^d  him  twice  on  this  fame  account.     And  although  his  fecret 
engagements  with  the  French  King,  for  the  worft  of  purpofes,  viz. -to  eftabli(h  an  abfolute 
power-overJiis  people,  ^nd  the  popi(h  religion,  were  too  ftrong  to  incline  him  ferioufly  to 
break  with  him,  yet  the  cries  of  bis  people  made  him,  in  part,  outwardly  comply  with  thofe 
.  .  repeated addrefles :  and  the  Parliame4Unow  granted  hira  five  kondred  and  eighty- fqur  thoufand 
pounds,  for  the  building  of  thirty  (hips  of  war,  in  order  ^to  provide  for  the  nation's  fafety, 
which,  fays  Rapin,  was  all  that  King  Charles  had. as  jyet  obliged  himfelf- to.     In  the  mean 
time,  whilft  he  w^s  plunged  in  pleafures,  and  remained  quite  unconcerned,  Louis,  who  knew 
our  King's  heart  and.  indolence,  took  the  cities  of  Valenciennes  and  CarBibray, -alfo  St.  Omer, 
after  the  Prince  of  Orange,  wjio  had  marcbcd-to  its  relief,  was  defeated  at  MontcaflTel,  by  th2 
Duke  of  Orleans  ;  by  which  events,  the  reft  of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  wpre  left  open  on  all 
iidcs.     Tliey  again  addrefs  him  to  enter  into  an  ofFenfive  alliance  with  the  Dutch,  and  to  de- 
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x6*jj  clare  war  againft  France,  wWch  he  flatly  refafed  ;  and  therefore  adjoTarncd  them  till  winter^  and 
afterwards  till  Aprtl  1678,  having  firft  metthenron  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  in  hopes  of 
calming  them  by  the  information,  that  he  had  made  a  barely  defenfive  alliance  with  the  Dutch  ;.. 
of  which  fpeech  we  ftiall  treat  more  at  Jarge  hereafter. 

In  February  1677,  (N.  S.)  King  Charles  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  the 
fubftance  whereof  follows . — General  CoUeftioa of  Treaties,  vol,  i.  p.  170-176. 

Articles  L  ind  il.  ^'  Both  nations  may  reciprocally  traffic  to  all  countries  with  whom  they 
**  ihall  refpeftively  be  at  peace  :  and  in  cafe  that  one  of  the  contrafting  parties  (hall  be  at  war 
*•  with  another  nation,  that  ihall  not  hinder  the  other  party  from  trading  to  that  other  coun- 
**  try  with  the  fame  merchandize  as  they  might  do  in  time  of  peace;  contraband  goods  ex- 
*'  ccpted. 

III.  "  Which  contraband  merchandize  is  defined  to  be  all  implements  of  war ;  and  alfo 
*^  fakpetre,  horfes,  and  their  harnefs. 

IV.  "  But  not  only  every  thing  for  the  fupport  and  convenience  of  life,  but  gold  and  fil- 
^  ver,  coined  and  uncoined,  are  declared  not  to  be  contraband  ;  but  alfo,"  (which  was  ftill 
more  favourable  to  France)  **  hemp,  flax,  pitch,  cordage,  fails,  anchors,  mafts,  boards,  and  wood 
*•  wrought  of  all  forts  of  trees,  and  that  fervc  for  building  of  fliips,  or  the  repair  of  them,  fliall 
•*  remain  free ;  in  fuch  fort,  that  the  fubjeAs  of  France  may  not  only  tranfport  the  fame 
**  from  any  neutral  place  to  any  other  neutral  place,  or  even  to  any  place  at  enmity  with  the 
♦*  King  of  Great  Britain ;'  or  from  a  place  that  i«  an  enemy  to  a  place  that  is  neutral ;  or,  laft- 
**  ly,  from  a  place  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  fa^  King,  to  another  alfo  bclongir^  to  - 
•*  his  enemies,  whether  thofe  ports  be  under  the  obedience  of  one  prince  or  ftate,  or  of  feve- 
**  ral,  with  one  or  all  of  which  the  King  of  Great  Britain  may  be  at  war.  And  the  like  on 
**  the  fide  of  tlie  Moft  Qhriftian  King:  excepting,,  however,  towns  afttfally  befiegcd  or  in- 
**  veiled. 

V.  "  French  fhip5  coming  into  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  and  intending  to  go  thence 
•*  elfewhere,  (hall  be  detained  no  longer  than  to  exhibit  their  -^flports.  And.  if  the  faid 
**  French  fhips  be  met  in  open  fea  by  Britilh  fliips  of  war,  the  latter,  keeping  at  a  diftance, 

^  **  may  fend  their  fliallop  on  board  fach  French  fliips,  and  put  only  two  or  three  men  on  board, 
**  \o  the  end,  that  the  mafter  or  owner  may  exhibit  to  them  his  paflport ;  after  which,  they 
*'  fhall  freely  proceed  on  their  voyage.  And  the  fame  for  the  fubjefts  of  the  King  of  Great 
«*  Britain. 

VI.  "  French  fliips,  pafling  to  a  country  at  enmity  with  Great  Britain,  meeting  with  a 
•*  Britifli  ftiip  of  war  in  her  paflage  ;  and,  in  like  manner,  the  fliips  of  Britifli  fubjefls  meeting 
^*  a  French  fliip  of  war,  when  they  are  going  to  a  place  at  enmity  with  France,  it  will  not  be  ; 
**  enough  to  fliew  their  paflports,  but  alfo  their  authentic  certificates ;  to  the  end  it  may  be 
•*  known  whether  there  arc  any  contraband  goods  therein,  &c. 

VII.  "  Yet  if  there  fliould  h?  found  any  fuch  therein,  configned  to  an  enemy's  port,  the 
•*  fearchers  are  not  to  go  undcr-deck,  nor  to  open  or  break  into  any  chefls,  bales,  caflcs,  &c. 
•«  nor  to  take  any  thing  out  of  the  fliip,  till  brought  into  port,  and  a  juft  inventory  be  taken* 
•*  in  the  prefence  of  the  cuftom-houfe  oflicers : — Much  lefs  fliall  the  gpod^s  be  fold  or  bar- 
"  tcred,  till  after  a  fair  trial,  and  a  fentence  pronounced  for  confifcation ;  ^  in  which  con- 
*<  fifcation,  the  hulk  of  the  veflTel,  and  the  lawful  merchandize  found  therein,  fliail  not  be 
**  comprized, 

VIII.   "French 
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if677  'VIII.  ^  French  merchandize,  found  in  ftips  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  Ihall  be 
<*  liable  to  forfeiture,  though  not  contraband.  And,  on  the  contrary,  the  merchandize  of  the 
**  enemies  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  are  not  to  be  forfeited,  if  found  in  French  fhips,  al- 
*^  though  the  faid  merchandize  make  up  the  beft  part  of  the  lading  of  fuch  Ihips  ;  but  ftill  with 
an  exception  of  contraband  goods,  which,  when  taken,  are  to  be  difpofed  of  as  in  tlic  pre- 
ceding article.  In  like  fort,  Britifh  merchandize,  found  in  the  fhips  of  the  enemies  of 
France,  (hall  be  liable  to  confifcation,  though  not  contraband  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the 
merchandize  of  the  enemies  of  France  fhall  not  be  confifcated  if  found  in  Britifh  fhips,  al- 
though they  be  the  greateft  part  of  the  lading ;  contraband  goods  ilill  excepted. — And,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  new  war,  that  may  happen  from  injuring  the  fubjefts  of  that  crown  that 
**  ihall  be  at  peace,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fhips  of  the  new  enemies,  laden  with  merchandize 
**  belonging  to  the  crown  that  fhall  be  at  peace,  fhall  not  be  forfeited,  if  laden  therewith  be- 
**  fore  the  end  of  the  term  of  fix  weeks  after  the  declaration  of  the  war,  between  the  Sound- 
**  ings  and  the  Naze  of  Norway ;  two  months  between  the  Soundings  and  Tangier ;  two 
**  months  and  a  half  in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  eight  months  in  ail  other  parts  of  the  worid. 
•'  In  like  fort,  French  goods  taken  in  tlie  fhips  of  the  new  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  fhall 
*'  not  be  confifcated  under  this  pretence,  but  reftored  to  the  owners  ;  unlefs  theyhad  been  put 
"  on  board  after  the  end  of  the  terms  above-noted.  However,  contraband  goods  mufl  not  be 
"  carried  into  the  enemy's  ports.  And,  reciprocally,  Britifh  effefts,  found  in  Ihips  of  the  new 
•*  enemies  of  France,  fhall  not  be  forfeited  under  that  pretence,  but  fliall  be  forthwith  reftored 
*'  to  the  owners^  unlefs  put  on  board  after  the  end  of  the  terms  before  fpecified  :  contraband 
goods,  as  before,  excepted. 

IX.  X.    *'  Ships  of  war  fhall  do  no  injury  to  merchant  fhips  :  and  the  comnwinders  of  pri- 
vateers fhall,  for  this  end,  give  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  flerling, 
"  or  thirty-three  thoufand  livres. 

XI.  XII.  *'  Botli  Kings  agree  to  do  juflice  in  refpcft  to  prizes :  and  when  their  miniflers 
**  complain  ofunjuft  fentenccs  pronounced  concerning  prizes,  a  re-examination  thereof  fhall 
•*,be  had  within  one  month,  and  a  frefh  fentence  fhall  be  pronounced  in  three  months  after. 

XIII.  **  When  a  fult  is  commenced  between  tlic  captors  of  a  prize  and  the  re-claimers,  if 
"  fentence  be  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  re-claimers,  it  fhall  be  immediately  put  in  execu- 
**  tion,  -upon  giving  fecurity,  although  an  appeal  (to  an  higher  court)  be  made;  but  this  fhall 
**  .not  be  done  againfl  the  re-claimers. 

XIV.  XV.  *•  Captors  of  prizes  fhall  be  feverely  punifhed,  w^ho  treat  the  maflers,  &c.  of 
••  thofe  prizes  with  any  kind  of  cruelty  :  as  fhall  thofc  alfo  be,  who  fhall  take  commiflions 
**  from  the  enemies  of  either  King,  in  order  to  take  prizes  from  his  fubjefts.*' 

The  perufel  of  this  treaty  of  commerce,  and  of  that  with  the  Dutch,  under  the  year  1608^ 
together  with  other  fubfequent  ones,  fufficiently  indicates  the  importance  of  them  ;  as  well  as 
the  expedience  of  commanders  in  the  royal  navy,  as  well  as  thofe  of  merchant  fhips,  and  of 
higher  people  alfo,  being  well  acquainted  witli  fuch  treaties ;  which  we  have  abridged  as 
much  as  poffiblc,  confiftent  with  xetaining  the  entire  fenfe  and  import  of  every  aTrticle  thereof. 
Yet,  after  all,  we  mufl:  here  fpccially  remark,  that  the  tranfcribing  of  many  old  treaties  of  this 
kind,  does  but  fwell  our  work,  without  much  inflrufting  our  reader ;  when,  perhaps,  the 
very  htefl  treaty  with  a  nation,  as  France,  f6r  inflance,  with  whom  we  have  had  frequent 
wars,  fhall,  in  mofl  cafes,  efientialiy  repeal  all  preceding  ones ;  which  we  here  mention,  *  to 
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1677  prevent  an  objeftion  which  fonic  might  ftart  to  our  not  trahfcribing,  as  Savary,  Pofllethwaytej 
&c.  have  done,  ail  thofe  obfolete  treaties,  vi^ it hout  propriety  or  judgment. 

In  this  fame  year,  in  England,  a  new  Roya4  Filbery  Company  was  incorporated;  at  the 
head  of  whicli  was  the  King's  brother,  the  Duke  of  York ;  the  Earl  of  Danby,  Lord  Treafurer ; 
and  many  other  lords,  gentlemen,  and  merchants.     It  had  the  pompous  title  of  the  Company 
of  the  Royal  Fifhery  of  England.     The  King  beftowed  allthe  privrleges  thereon  which  former 
companies  had  enjoyed  ;  befidc  the  granting  them  a  perpetuity,  with  power  to  purchafe  lands, 
and  alfo  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  them  annually  for  every  dogger  or  bufs  they  fhonld  build 
and  fend  out  for  fcven  years  to  come  ;  to  be  paid- them  out  of  the  cudoms  of  the  port  of  Lon- 
don.    At  firft  there  was  paid' in  a  ftock  often  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  and 
afterwards  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds  more.     This  fmall  capital  was  very  foon  exhauft- 
ed,  in  the  purchafing  and  fitting  out  of  buffes,  which  were  only  fcven  in  number  ;  of  whicli  ^ 
number  the  French  took  feveralj  v^ith  all  their  lading,  &c. — and  being  run  confiderably  in* 
debt,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to-difpofe  of  their  remaining  bulled  and  ftores^  in  the^ 
year  1680; 

However,  in' the  year  1638,  Sir  Edward  Abney  and' others  jbihcd  in  a  new  fubfcription, . 
under  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  faid  company's  charter.     But  this  attempt  alfo - 
came  foon  after  to  nothing.     It  being  perfeverance  alone  that  is  ever  likely  tOrbring  a  general: 
filliery,  ia  England,  to  a  flate  of  perfection  ;  in  which  cafe  much  time  and' patience  will  be 
required,,  and  many  loiles  and  difappointments   muft  be  fubmitted  to,  which  feems^  not  to 
be  the  cafe  of  all,  or  of  any  of  our  former  attempts,  in  £ngland,ibr  the  eftabli&ing,  a  general 
fifliery. 

There  having  been  many  doubts  atid  objeftions  ftartcd,  about  this  time,  againft  the  Eaft. 
India  Company  of  England,  and  particularly  a  famous  printed  anfwer  in  the  year  1676,  from  a^ 
Barriflcr  in  the  Temple,  to  a  Country  Gentleman's  fuppofed  Letter  to  him  on  this  Subjeft  ;^ 
difluading  him  from  longer  ttufting  his*  children's  fortunes  in  Eail  India  bonds,  becaufe  as  they 
were  not  an  exclufivc  company  by  aft  of  Parliamenti  they  could  not  legally  aft  as  fuch,  and 
r^ere  therefore  liable  to  be  over-turned  or  annihilated,  &c. — a  very  judicious  anfwer  came  out 
to  this,  in  the  year  1677,  entitled.  The  Eaft  India  Trade  a  moft  profitable  Trade  to  this  King* 
dom  ;  and  beft  fecured  and  improved  in  a  Company,  and  a  Joint-ftock  :  reprefented  in  a  Let- 
ter, written  upon  the  occafion  of  Two  Letters^  lately  publiflicd,  iniinuating  the  contrary.— 
Poffibly  by  Sir  Jofiah  Child. 

His  general  pofitions  are; 
'  ,    1.  **  That  the  Eaft  India  trade  takes  off  a  confiderable  quantity  of  our  native  commodities^ 
**  and  manufaftures. 

II.  **  It  fupplies  us,  cheaply,  with  the  raoft  neceflary  commodities  for  our  own  con- 
**,  fumption.  ^ 

III.  *'  It  brings  us  fome  commodities  for  our  further  manufafture. 

IV.  '*  It  furnilhes  us  with  large  quantities  of  goods  for  foregn  marketSr^ 

V.  **  It  employs  a  great  number  of  Englifh  (hipping. 

VI.  **  It  occafions  the  building  of  more  (hips  of  burden  and  force,  fit  for  warlike  fervices 
"  and  defence  of  the  kingdom,  than  any  other  trade  whatever. 

VII.  **  It  brings  in  a  confiderablc  revenue  to  the  King's  cuftom's,  and  the  greateft  addition* 
"  to  the  kingdom's  ftock." 

Thus^ 
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r.  **  It  employs,  in  a  dircft  courfe,  to  and  from  India,  thirty  tO' thirty-five  great  fhips, 
"  from  three  hundred  to  fix  hundred  tons  burthen  ;  and  in  feven  years  paft  there  have  been 
♦*  built,  new  from  the  flocks,  twenty-fix  to  twenty-^ight  Ihips,  from  three  hundred  and  fifty 
•'  to  fix  hundred  tons  each  :  whereby  there  is  a  very  large  addition  of  ftrength  for  defence  of 
**  the  kingdom,  as  tliofe  Ihips,  equipped  in  a  warlike  manner,  will  carry  from  forty  to  fixtVi 
•^  and  feventy  guns  each. 

IL  *'  The  exports  of  the  Company  in  one  year,  (viz.  part  of  1674  and  1675)  may  be  about 
•*  four  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  whereof  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
*'  fand  pounds  rn  bullion,  and  about  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  value  in  cloth  and 
**  other  goods. 

IW.  *'  That  the  returns  from  India,  for  that  adventure;  are  callico,  pepper,  faltpetre,  in- 
•*  digo,  filk,  raw  and  wrought,  drugs,  &c.  which,  on  fale  in  England,  produce  at  leaft  eight 
*'  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  and  often  as  much  more. 

•  IV.  "  The  amount  of  cuftoms,  freight,  and  all  other  charges,  of  officers,  warelioufcs,. 
"  carts,  lighters,  portfers,  &c.  is  altogether  as  much  the  kingdom's  flock,  as  the  clear  profit 
"  added  to  the  company's  flock  is. 

*'  So  that  there  is,  in  a  plain  and  dire£t  way,  added  to  the  flock  of  the  kingdom,  by  the 
'*  company's  trade,  in  one  year,  if  no  accident  intervene,  four  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
♦*  pounds,  dcduSing,  however,  about  fixty  thoufand  pounds^,  being  the  charges  in-  India  for 
*'  the  maintenance  of  faflors,  faftories,  forts,  garrifons,  negotiations  with  Princes,  &c. 

V.  •'  The  private  trade  allowed  by  the  company  to  owners  of  (hips,  commanders,  and  fea- 
"  men,  as  well  as  to  their  fa£tors,  &c.  for  diamonds,  pearls^  muik,  ambergris,  &c.  for  Svhicli' 
"  there  may  be  annually  exported,  in  goods,  about  forty,  or  fifty  tlioufand  pounds,  and  in 
**  bullion  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  yields,  at  home,  in  returns;  two 
•'  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  So  here  is  one  hundred  and  thirty 
*«  thoufand  pounds  further  addition  to  the  flock  of  the  kingdom.  Both  together  making  five 
**  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually  added  to  the  nation's  flock,  by  the  Eaft  India  com- 
'*  merce,  befide  all  Uie  conftquences  depending  further  thereupon^  wliich  come  next  to  be 
**  confidered. 

For  illuftration  hereof,  let  it  be  obfcrved,  wjth  regard  to  the  ftatc  of  our  Eaft  India  trade, 
in  the  confequences  depending  thereupon,  viz. 

I.  "  In  reference  to  the  exports  ;  principally  of  fo  great  a  quantity  of  gold  and  filver;  what 
"  is  very  obvious,  is,  that  if,  in  any  foreign  trade,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  exported 
*<  in  bullion,  brings  back  as  much  merchandize  as,  being  re-exported  to  other  foreign  parts^ 
**  brings  home  two  hundred,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  that  nvuft  be  a  gain- 
•*  ful  commerce  to  the  nation. 

II.  *•  The  goods  annually  exported,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
•*  confifl  of  fixty,  or  feventy  thoufand  pounds  in  Englifh  goods,  as  drapery,  tin,  and  lead,  and; 
"  the  reft  is  in  foreign  commodities.  Our  lead,  it  is  true,  rriight  be  taken  off  by  other  Eu- 
**  ropean  nations  ;  although  we  had  no  trade  to  India  ourfclves,  but  the  fale  of  the  drapery 
**  and  tin,  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  (which  now  gains  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to 
**  the  nation)  would  not  be  taken  off  at  all ;  for  no  other  nation  carries  Englifh  cloth  to  In- 
**  dia,  and  for  tin^  there  are  great  quantities  of  it  in  fome  parts  of  India. 

III.  There 
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1677       III.  "  There  majr  be  atinually  confumed  in  England,  ncarto  the  value  of  two  hundred^ 
two  hundred  and  thirty,  or  two  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  India  goods,  viz. 
about  the  value  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  in  pepper,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  faltpctrc,  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  in  iilks,  raw  and  manufaflured ;  one  hundred  and  iixty  thoufand  pounds 
in  caliicoes  ;  and  about  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  in  indigaand  other  drugs.''     As  yet 
there  Is  no  mention  .of  tea,  nor  »cofFcc;  the  former,  bccaufe  the  company  had  not,  till  after 
this  time,  fettled  a  trade  to  China;  and  the  latter  was  hitherto  folely  fupplied  by  the-Turkey 
Company.     **  All  the  reft  of  the  returns  above-mentioned,  amounting  to  fix  hundred  and 
**  thirty  thoufand  pounds-  value,  arc  tranfported  to  foreign  markets,  as  is  alfo  moft  part  of 
the  private  trade.     The  pepper,  I  reckon  at  eight-pence  yer  pound  weight,  fo  necefiary  a 
fpice  for  all  people,  which  formerly  coft  us  three  (hillings  and  four-pence  per  pound,  being 
no-where  to  be  had  but  in  India;  and  were  we  obliged  to  have  it  from  the  Dutch,  they 
would  probably  raife  it  as  high  as  they  do  their  other  fpiccs :  yet,  fuppofing  it  fo  Vow  as 
fixteen -pence  per  pound,  it  would  be  a  further  annual  expcncc  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  to 
•*  the  nation. 

"  Saltpetre  is  of  that  abfokte  neccffity,  that  without  It  we  fhould  be  like  the  Ifraelites  under 
the  bondage  of  the  Philiftines,  without  the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  Poffibly,  even 
if  we  had  no  Indian  trade,  we  might,  -in  time  of  peace,  purchafe  it,  though  it  would  coft 
**  us  double  what  it  now  does.  But,  in  cafe  of  war,  where  could  we  have  fufficicnt:  not 
"  furely  from  our  enemies.  Or,  would  our  gentlemen,  citizens,  and  farmers,  be  willing  to 
•*  have  their  cellars  and  rooms  dug  up,  (as  in  King  Charles  the  Firft's  reign;  and  be  deprived 
♦*  of  freedom  in  their  own  houfes,  expofed  and  laid  open  to  faltpetre  men :  which  method 
**  would  be  befidcs,  by  no  means  equal  to  the  affording  us  the  neccflary  fupplies. 

*'  Raw  fiik  we  might  poffibly  be  fupplied  with  from  other  parts,  though  not  fo  cheap  as 
^  firom  India.     And  India  wraughtiilks  fervc  us  inftead  of  fo  much  Italian  and  French  filks, 
-  **  which  would  coft  usalmoft  treble  the  price  of  Indian  filks ;  to  the  kingdom's  lofs  of  above 
**  twenty  thoufand  pounds  yearly. 

**  Caliicoes  fcrve  inftead  of  the  like  quantity  of  French,  Dutch,  and  Flemifh  linen,  which 

;  **  would  coft  thrice  as  rmich:  hereby  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  is  yearly  faved  to 

"  the  nation.     And  if  the  linen  manufafture  were  fettled  in  Ireland  fo  as  to  fupply  England, 

"  our  caliicoes  might  be  traniported  to  foreign  markets."     This  is  now,  in  our  time,  happily 

•  verified  and  effefted. 

"  Indigo  is  neceflary  for  dying  and  perfecting  of  our  own  manufafturcs.     And  the  oQier 
<«  drugs,  &c.  brought  from  India,  are  inconfiderable. 

IV.  **  The  value  of  fix  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  India  goods  of  the  com- 

•*  pany's,  and  two  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  value  of  private  traders,  are  tranfported  yearly  to 

**  .France,  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  Turkey,  &c.  whereby  thofe  trades  are  the  better  carried 

on  by  the  Englifh,  to  a  further  advantage  of  the  kingdom ;  and  cannot  be  calculated  to 

yield  lefs  than  ten  per  cent,  clear  profit ;  being  eighty-three  rhouftmd' pounds  yearly:  yet, 

as  feme  part  may  b^  exported  by  ftrangers, — I  fliall  eftimate  the  net  profit  at  only  fixty 

thoufand  pounds,  being  fo  much  further  addition  to  the  nation's  ilock. 

**  And  here,  by  the  way,  it  may  be  obfervcd,  that  the  kingdom  has  a  greater  advantage 

-*'  when  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  Englifti  merchant,  than  when  it  iiS  carried  on  by 

**  ftrangers,  as  all  the  profits  arifing  by  the  trade  of  the  one  is  brought  back  to  England; 

*'  wlicrcas.the  profits  of  the  other  remain  abroad.     This  I  remark  in  order  to  reftify  the  mif- 

**  take 
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1677  **  take  of  fome,  who  fay,  h  is  all  one  to  the  kingdom,  fo  the  trade  be  carried  on,  whetlier  it 
**  be  by  the  Englifh  or  by  ftrangcrs  :  as  alfo  to  evince,  that  it  is  the  nation's  intereft  to  cn- 
•*  courage  the  King's  fubjefts  in  their  trade,  preferably  to  ftrangers^ 

V.  •*  The  faid  India  goods  are  exported  in  EngUfli  Ihipping,  whereby  much  employment 
**  is  given  to  our  own  fliip^"  (and  mariners)  "  the  very  freight  of  which,  being  about  five- 
*•  tboufand  tons,  cannot  amount  to  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  being  fo  much  fur- 
«*  ther  addition  to  the  kingdom's  ftock,- 

VI.  **  From  all  which  confiderations  there  will  arife  a  full  and  clear  anfwer  to  the  objeftion 
"made  againft  this  trade,  becaufe  of  the  quantities  of  gold  and  filver  exported  to  India. — 
♦*  and  thus  the  fending  out  of  our  treafure  increafeth  it :  whereas  to  coop  it  up  would  render 
"  it  wholly  ufelefs.  Had  we  all  the  gold  and  filver  in  the  world,  if  it  were  abfolutely  kept 
**  and  confined  within  this  kingdom,  it  would  neither  enlarge  our  trade,  nor  render  us  more 
**  formidable  in  ftrength  and' power. 

"  If  fome  other  foreign  trades  do  waftc  and  confame  our  treafure, — let  us  find  out  expedi- 
^*"ents  to  prevent  it.  ,  But,  in  the  mean  time,  it  would  be  deftruftive  to  flop  the  current  of 
**  our  real  fupplies  of  it,  by  breaking  in  upon,  or  obftruSing  the  courfe  of  the  Eaft  India 
"trade,  by  which,  if  the  kingdom  had  not  been  fupplied,  all  its  treafure  might,  ere  this, 
^*  have  been  exhaufted. " 

Next,  That  the  Eaft  India  trade  cannot  fo  well  be  fecured  and  improved,  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  kingdom,  in  any  other  way,  as  by  a  company  in  a  joint-ftock ;  let  it  be 
confidered, 

Firft,  **  No  other  nation  trades  thrther  otherwife  than  by  a  joint-ftock,  except  the  Portu*- 
guefe,  who  are  now  almoft  beaten  out  of  the  trade. 

Secondly,  "  It  is  weM  known,  that  prefents  are  to  be  made  to  Kings,  Princes,  and  Gover- 
nors of  India,  for  obtaining  Hccnce  to  traffic  there  : — and  there  is  alfo  a  neceflity  of  hiring 
fome  great  houfe,  for  fecuring  their  perfons  and  goods  there,  at  each  refpeftiv^  place. 
Thirdly,"  Our  company  has  been  at  vaft  charges  and  hazards  for  obtaining  freedom  of 
**  trade,  and  many  great  privileges  and  immunities,  both 'from  the  Great  Mogul,  and  very 
many  other  Kings,  Princes,  and  Governors  ;  and  likcvvife  for  the  fecurity  of  their  fa£tors, 
cftates,  and  trade ;  alfa  to  purchafe,  build,  and  maintain  great  houfes  and  ftore  houfes  in 
all  the  places  of  their  refidences,*  called  faSorics  ;  and  in  fome  places,  as  at  Fort  St.  George, 
Bombay,  and  St.  Helena,  to  make  confiderable  fortifications,  and  to  keep  large  garrifons. 
"  If  therefore  this  trade  ftiould  be  left  entirely  open,  fo  as  every  one  might  trade  thither  as 
V  he  pleafed,  would  not  all  the  before-named  privileges  and  immunities  purchafed  at  great  ex- 
"  pence  by  our  company,  be  either  loft,  or  clfe  rendered  void  and  infignificant:  and  when 
every  man  minds  only  his  own  particular  concern,  the  national  honour  and  intereft  would 
decline. — Would  not  the  Kings  and  Governors  in  India,  and  the  European  nations,  our 
competitors  there,  take  all  opportunities  to  make  their  advantages,  and  to  put  hardfliips 
and  injuries  upon  the  Englifh,  wanting  united  counfeis  and  ftrength  to  right  themfclves. 
Would  not  every  one  ftrive  to  fupplant  each  other,  and  thereby  give  a  handle  to  the  Indians 
to  raife  thepriccs  of  Indian  commodities,  and  lower  the  prices  of  Englifti  gopds  :  of  which 
there  hath  already  been  too  fad  experience  in  three  or  four  years  of  open  trade,  from  the 
year  1653  to  1657;  in  which  time  the  Englifti  began  to  lofe  their  ancient  honour  and 
**  efteem.     And  many  indignities  and  wrongs  were  put  upon  them  by  the  Kings  and  Gover- 
**  nors  there,  forcing  the  Englifh  to  fell  their  goods,  and  to  take  others,  at  fuch  prices  as 
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1677  "  ^^^y  pleafed.     Engllfti  commanders'  have  beeii  put  todcath,  and  their  fhips  and  goods  feiz- 
ed  without  means  of xedrefs.     Private  traders,  by  outvying  and  underfeliing  one  another  iu 
thofe  four  years,  brought  the  trade  to  be  often  a  lofing  one,  and  at  beft  but  feldom  a  faving 
*'  one.     It  was  from  the  confideration  of  thefe  and  many  other  diforders  in  the  open  trade, 
**  that,  in  the  year  1657,  it  was  agreed  to  lay  afide  all  private  trade,  and  to  open  books  for 
**  fubfcribing  toa  new  joint  ftock. 

**  In  or  about  the  year  1665,  the  company  took  a  perfeft  account  and  balance  of  all  their 
llock,  adventures,  and  debts  ;  when  it  appeared,  Th^t  the  ftock  was  really  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  per  cent. ;  though  fuch  were  then  the  humours  and  fancies  of  people,  that 
it  was  aftually  fold  at  about. feventy  per  cent.  Yet,  fince  then,  the  value  of  the  ftock  has 
advanced  to  two  hundred  and  forty-five  per  cent. 

From  this  ftiort  view  of  things,"  fays  our  author,  **  I  leave  it  to  the  confideration  of 
all  judicious  perfons,  whether  it  be  not  inconfiftcnt  with  the  kingdom's  intereft,  and  irra- 
tional andunjuft,  to  lay  open  the  Eaft  India  trade.  Tnconfiftent  with  tlie  public  intereft, 
to  part  with  or  hazard  the  lofs  of  all  thofe  places  of  ftrength,  and  thofe  privileges  the  com- 
pany -enjoys,  but  which  car\iiot  be  maintained  in  an  open  trade. — ^^Irrational,  to  niakc  a  fe- 
cond  trial,  after  fo  many  inconveniencies  experienced  by  the  firft. — And  unjuft,  to  deprive 
the  prcfcnt  fubfcribcrs  in  the  Eaft  India  ftock  of  their  future  advantages,  who  have  run  fo 
many  hazards,  and  been  at  fuch  vaft  expenccs  for  promoting  and  fecuring  the  trade.    ^ 

With  rcfpeft  to  what  the  Barrifter's  letter  alleges,  viz.  That  the  Eaft  India  trade  fliould 
be  managed  by  what  is  called  a  Regulated  Company,  as  our  Turkey  trade  is  ;  it  certainly 
cannot  be  fo  well  fecured  and  improved  for  the  kingdom's  advantage  by  a  regulated  as  by 
a  joint  ftock  company ;  for  the  following  reafons  ;— 

Firft,  **  Almoft  every  place  in  India  is  under  a  diftinft  Rajah  or  King:  and  confidering 
that  other  European  nations  are  ftill  watching  all  opportunities  of  inftilling  into  thofie  Ra- 
jahs or  Kings  contemptuous  thoughts  of  the  Englilh,  for  their  own  ends  ;  this  renders  it 
abfolutcly  necefiary  to  have  frequent  applications  to  and  treaties  with  thofb  Kings,  and  that 
the  Englifh  ihould  appear -to  them  with  fome  port  and  grandeur,  as  being  able  to  carry  on 
a  confiderable  trade  with  them,  and  to  force  them  to  a  performance  of  their  treaties  and 
«<  agreements.     The  ftate  of  affairs  in  Turkey  is  far  otherwife,  where  there  is  but  one  Prince, 
**  with  abfolute  dominion  :  fo  that,  by  one  ambaflador  at  court,  and  two  or  three  confuls  at 
**  refidences  of  commerce,  to  hold  correfpondence  with  him,  all  matters  for  the  fecurity  of 
**  the  trade  may  be  traniafted. 

m 

*<  All  which  being  duly  premifed,  all  well  wiihers  to  England,  it  is  prefumed,  would  defire 
**  to  have,  the  forts,  faSories,  and  privileges  in  India,  which,  by  the  prefcnt  joint  ftock  of 
**  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  been  obtained,  purchafed  and  fettled  at  the  expence' of  per- 
haps three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  (and  whereof  the  proprietors  of  the  faid  joint  ftock 
are  at  prefent  the  owners  and  poflTeflbrs)  to  be  maintained  and  prcfcrved  to  our  nation  ;  as 
alfo,  that  the  fald  .places  of  ftrength,  houfes,  and  privileges,  being  juftly  the  property  of 
the  faid  joint  ftojck,  they  ought  not  to  be  divcftcd  thereof,  without  an  equitable  compenfa- 
^*  tion, — even  as  much  as  if  it  were  within  the  kingdom  of  England.     And  that  the'  fuccccd- 
"  ing  trade  to  India. ihould. both  give  fuch  compenfation,  and  .maintain  the  growing  charge.— 
'**  And  as  the  prefcnt  defign  of  fome  is,  that  the  now  joij.t  ftcck  Ihould  ceafe  and  determine, 
•*•  after  getting  in  what  goods  and  debts  they  have  abroad,  and  that  the  trade,  for  the  future, 
-**  ihould  be  carried  on  by  particular  perfons,  accordii>g  as  evevy  one  Ihould  think  good  to 

**  adventure, 
3  ,  . 
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1677  "  adventure,  without  limitation,  cither  in  quantity,  quality,  or  in  the  prices  of  goods  fent 
"  out  or  returned  home :  yet,  that  there  Ihould  be  a  company  legally  cftablifhcd,  to  be  im- 
"  powered  to  raife  impofitions  on  the  trade,  for  the  maintaining  of  the  faid  forts,  faftorics, 
"  and  privileges,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  Englilh  people  trading  to  India. — Alfo  to  make 
**  treaties  with  Kings  and  governors  in  India,  as  formerly.  And  alfo,  out  of  fuch  impofi- 
**  tions,  to  allot  a  ptoportion,  probably  not  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  for 
**  the  loan  of  the  faid  places  and -privileges  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  money  to  be  employed  for 
**  the  charge  of  the  future  government,  and  for  treaties,  &c.  upon  the  plan  of  the  Turkej- 
**  Company. 

"  Now,  let  it  be  confidered,  how  infufficient  this  propofed  method  is  for  fccuring  this  trade 
•*  to  the  Englifh  nation,  in  comparifon  of  the  prefent  one,  wherein  there  is  a  fund  of  at  leaft 
**  a  million  fterling,  conftantly  engaged  for  the  neceflary  defence  of  the  trade.  And  it  will 
*'  furely  be  found  difficult  to  know  what  proportion  to  lay,  by  way  of  impofition,  as  de- 
**  pending  arbitrarily  on  the  humour  of  particular  perfons,  whether  they  will  trade  or  not,  and 
**  for  what  value  :  fo  that  there  will  be  a  certain  expence,  and  an  uncertain  revenue.  And  it 
*^  may  frequently  happen,  that  the  former  may  be  the  greater,  and  the  latter  the  leaft  :  and 
*^  this  too,  perhaps,  in  a  time  of  war,  when,  there  being  little  trade,  there  will  be  little  to  be 
**  raifed  by  way  of  impofitions ;  becaufe,  when  hazards  are  great,  few  will  care  to  adventure  ; 
**  whereby  all  may  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

**  The  Gentleman  Barrifter  infinuates,  in  the  clofe  of  his  late  letter,  That  the  Eaft  India 
**  trade  might  be  fo  managed,  under  a  regulation,  that  five  times  tlie  trade  niiglit  be  gained^ 
"  and  the  prices  of  our  own  manufaftures  of  cloth,  &c.  advanced  by  the  multitude  and  free« 
dom  of  buyers  ;  and  the  prices  of  goods  imported,  much  lefliened  to  the  Englilh,  and  much, 
more  trade  gained  with  India  commodities  to  other  parts  of  the  world." 
But  I  am  of  a  contrary  opinion. 

For,  firft.  How  probable  is  it,  that  private  traders,  in  a  regulated  company,  ihould  gain 
**  fo  much  as,  and  far  lefs,  five  times  more  than  a  joint-ftock  company? — Thofe  fuppofed 
"  trades  to  be  gained  are  chiefly  the  trades  to  China  and  Japan;  where  our  trade,  once  well 
fettled,  might  take  off  more  of  our  woollen  manufaftures,  and  might  return  gold,  filver, 
and  copper,  in  fome  meafure  to  fupply  the  trade  to  other  parts  of  India,  without  exporting 
fo  much  treafure' from  Europe.  But  thofe  trades  are  not  fo  eafily  gained  as  fome  may 
fancy  ;"  (this  fliews  we  had  as  yet  no  trade  with  China)  "  and  leaft  of  all  by  the  ftocks  of 
private  perfons  :  as  the  prefent  Eaft  India  Company,  even  with  fo  great  a  joint-ftock,  have 
in  vain  made  frequent  trials  to  gain  thofe  trades.  Yet,  with  China,  the  company,  after 
many  attempts  and  expences,  are  in  hopes  to  fucceed  ;  but  with  refpeA  to  Japan,  only  one 
undertaking  for  the  gaining  the  trade  to  it  proved  inefFeftual,  with  the  lofs  of  no  lefs  than 
fifty  thoufand  pounds ;  which  great  fum  would  have  undone  private  adventurers. 

As  to  what  our  Barrifter  fuggefts,  That  a  regulated  company  would  advance  the  price  of 
our  manufaftures,  by  the  multitude  and  freedom  of  buyers,  and  alfo  leflcn  the  price  of  goods 
•'  imported,  to  the  Englilh,  &c.  upon  a  due  and  ferious  examination,  itwiirbe  found,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  maxims  of  trade,  and  diftates  of  reafon,  to  be  quite  otherwife,— For, 
"  who  is  there,  that  hath  in  any  competent  degree  ftudied  and  confidered  trade  in  reference 
**  lo  the  kingdom'^  intereft,  but  knows,  that  all  buying  and  felling  at  home,  from  one  to 
**  another,  is  but  a  mere  changing  of  hands  ;  neither  adding  to,  nor  diminilhing,  tlie  nation's 
^*  ftock  or  wealth.    It  is  dear  felling,  or  rather  the  felling  of  great  quantities  of  our  nativp 
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1677  **  commodities  and  manufaftures  in  foreign  parts,  and  our  cheap  purchafing  of  commodities 
**  in  foreign  countries,  whereby  our  kingdom  is  enriched. — For,  if  we  do  but  conlidcr  the 
"  confequencc  of  this  Barrifter's  poCtion,  it  will  clearly  appear,  that  particular  Englifhmen, 
**  traders  to  India,  vicing  with  one  another  in  the  buying  of  cloth,  &c.  in  England,  may,  for 
•*  a  year  or  t^'o,  raife  the  prices  in  England  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  may  lower  the 
*^  prices,  and  underfeli  one  another,  to  get  off  their  goods  in  India,  and  make  returns  ;  fome^ 
**  perhaps,  felling  cheaper  than  the  prime  coft,  whilft  others  may  not  be  able  to  put  off  their 
**  goods  ;  and  fo,  perhaps,  let  their  Ihips  return  dead-freighted,  &c. — What  probability  h 
**  there,  then,  of  their  continuing  to  fend  any  thereafter,  or  that  the  exportation  of  our  Eng^ 
**  lifti  manufaftures  Ihould  increafe  ? — Whereas  the  prefent  joint-ftock  company  have  fo  well 
*•  managed  their  trade,  that  from  one  hundred  to  four  hundred  cloths,  at  moft,  formerly  ex- 
"  pprted,  they  now  annually  export  four  thoufand  whole  broad-cloths,  and  upwards. 

**  And,  with  refpeft  to  goods  imported  from  India,  the  multitude  of  buyers  in  India  raifing^ 
"  the  prices  there,  and  of  fellers  in  England  leffening  the  prices  here,  cannot  but  be  very  con- 
"  trary  to  the  kingdom's  intercft. — Becaufe,  not  above  one  fourth  part  of  the  India  goods 
**  imported  arc  confumed  in  England,  the  other  three-fourths  being  exported  to  foreign  parts- 
*'  N0W5  if  the  prices  of  what  is  confumed  in  England  be  lowered,  the  like  muft  inevitably 
**  follow  foi  the  other  tliree.-fourths  exported  :  fo  that  the  nation  really  lofes  by  the  cheap  fel- 
*<  ling  of  India  commodities  in  England.  And  our  real  intercft  is^  to  buy  cheap  in  India^ 
"  and  fell  dear  in  Europe. 

"  With  refpeft  to  building  fhips  of  great  burthen,  fo  much  for  the  public  intercft,  it  can- 
'^  not  be  imagined  that  private  perfons  can  effedt  the  fame  in  proportion  to  what  the  joint- 
*^  ftock  company  has  done. 

"  The  joint-ftock  company  is  moreover  far  more  national,  with  refpeft  to  the  number  of 
"  perfons  who  have  benefit  thereby,  than  poflibly  it  could  be  pnder  a  regulation. — For  then^ 

none  could  trade  to  India  but  merchants  who  underftand  trade,  and  only  fuch  as  have  great 

eftates,  and  are  able  to  ftay  two  years,  at  leaft,  out  of  their  money  :  fo  that  the  trade  would 
<*  be  confined  into  a  few  hands,  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty,  at  moft.     Whereas 

in   the  jaint-ftock,  noblemen,  clergymen,  gentlemer^,  widows,  orphans,  fhopkeepers,  and 

all  others,  may  have  ftocks  there,  and  reap  equal  benefit  thereby. 

There  arc,  at  this  day^  about  fix  hundred  perfons  who  appear  on  the  company's  book& 

to  be.interefted  in  the  Eaft  India  ftock  ;  and,  under  them,  it  may  be,  many  more. 

This  author  alleges,  **.That  the  true  ground  of  the  prefent  company's  many  enemies, 
"  proceeds  from  their  not  having  fubfcribed  at  the  beginning,  nor  yet  afterwards,  wlieir 
"  the  books  were  laid  open,  but  are  fince  filled  with  envy  at  the  company's  profpetity,'*  &c. 

But  be  the  caufes  of  fuch  difcontents  againft  that  company  what  they  might,  this  advocate 
for  them  has  faid  fo  much  in  favour  of  an  exclufive  joint-^ftock  company  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  as 
feems  not  cafy  to  be  refuted.  We  are  moreover  indebted  to  this  able  author's  twenty-fevca 
quarto  pages,  for  feveral  very  important  hiftorical  fafts,  which  otherwife  we  fhould  not,  per- 
haps, have  fo  well  known  at  this  diftance  of  time :  which  may  well  apologize  for  the  length  of 
what  we  may  fairly  denominate  a  complete  fyftem  of  the  then  Eaft  India  Company's  trade 
and  condu£t,  and  alfo  of  the  general  tlieory  of  the  commerce  to  India,  which  may  be  faid  to 
be  fuitable  to  all  times  and  feafons.  And  we  cannot  but  remark,  that,  as  far  as  we  are  able 
to  judge,  whatever  has  fince  this  time  been  written  and  publifhed,  even  down  to  our  own 
days,  on  the  Eaft  India  trade,  contains  nothing  materially  ncw>  or  which  may  not  be  found 
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1677  to  be  comprehended  in  this  very  diflertation  ;  ahhough  all  that  has  been  fincc  that  time  pub- 
lilhed  for  and  againft  the  faid  trade,  and  alfo  againft  an  exclufive  joint-flock,  -would,  to  our 
certain  knowledge,  fill  up  a  large  folio,  were  they  all  put  togetlier. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Lady  Mary,  da\ighter  of  James  Duke  of  York,  was  married  to  Wil- 
liam Priiice  of  Orange,  afterwards  King  William  the  Third  of  England :  her  portion  being 
forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

1678  The  former  law  made  in  England  for  burying  in  woollen,  in  the  eighteenth  of  Charles, 
^ap.  iv.  not  being  well  obferved,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  this  thirtieth  year  of  that  King, 
cap.  iii.  repealed  it ;  and  enafted  a  regifter  to  be  kept  in  every  parifli,  by  the  incumbent,  or 
his  fubftitute,  that  every  thing  about  the  corps  of  the  deceafed  was  made  of  ftiecps-wool ;  of 
which  an  affidavit  fliall  be  made  by  the  relation  of  the  deceafed,  and  lodged  with  the  incum- 
bent, under  the  penalty  of  five  pounds  ;  a  moiety  whereof  to  go  to  the  poor  of  the  parifh,  the 
^ther  to  the  informer.  Ncverthelefs,  fuch  ftill  is  the  vanity  of  many  of  the  rich  and  great, 
that  they  continue  to  pay  the  penalty,  rather  tlian  not  adorn  their  deceafed  friends  bodies  with 
fine  linen,  lace,  &c.  though  fo  contrary  to  our  true  national  intercft. 

The  immcnfe  importation  into  England  of  French  wares,  of  various  kinds,  gave  juft  um- 
brage to  all  wife  people,  as  occafioning  a  vaft  annual  lofs  in  point  of  the  general  balance  of 
of  England's  trade ;  fomc  fay,  to  at  leaft  one  million  fterling,  others,  to  confiderably  more: 
becaufe,  whilft  we  were  wantonly  and  without  meafure  importing  and  ufing  the  produft  and 
manufaftures  of  France,  the  wifer  French  miniftry  were,  from  time  to  time,  laying  heavier 
duties  upon  the  Englilh  manufa£lures  and  produQ  ;  fo  as  thereby  gradually  to  drive  out  of 
France  the  confumption  of  almoft  all  Englifh  merchandize,  and  likewife  of  all  other  foreign 
commodities,  by  their  tariffs  of  the  years  1664,  1667,  &c.  Hereby  the  Englifh  foreign  trade 
in  general  languilhcd,  rents  fell,  and  all  ranks  began  fcnfibly  to  feel  its  bad  efFefts.  Yet  they 
at  firft  imputed  this  misfortune  to  a  wrong  caufe,  which  made  the  merchants  and  traders  peti* 
tion  the  ParHament  againft  the  Eaft  India  and  Levant  Companies.  In  conclufion,  they  dif- 
covered  the  true  caufe ;  whereupon  they  made  fuch  earneft  application  to  the  Parliament,  as 
influenced  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  come  to  a  vote,  "  That  the  trade  with  France  was  dc- 
*«  trimental  to  the  kingdom." 

The  Englilh  were  alfo  at  this  time  fo  juftly  incenfed  againft  the  French  King*s  invafions  and 
encroachments,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  Spanifli  Netherlands,  and  indeed,  as  far  as  he 
could,  on  all  his  other  neighbours,  that  the  Parliament,  in  the  beginning  of  tliis  year  1678, 
pafled  an  adt,  in  the  thirtieth  Charles  II.  cap.  i.  "  For  raifitig  money  by  a  poll,  &c,  to  enable  his 
-**  Majefty  to  enter  into  an  adual  war  againft  the  French  King;  and  for  prohibiting,  for  three 
**  years  to  come,  and  to  tlie  end  of  the  fubfequent  fedion  of  Parliament,  the  importation  into 
**  England  of  all  French  commodities  whatever."  It  was  indeed  more  than  time  for  Eng- 
land to  interpofe,  and  fave  the  ahnoft  expiring  liberties  of  Europe ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time, 
ihe  put  fome  ftop  to  an  inundation  of  French  wines,  brandies,  filks,  linen,  paper,  fait,  and 
an  innumerable  variety  of  frippery,  millinery  and  haberdafhery  wares,  toys,  &c.  Which  pro- 
hibition, and  that  of  the  wear  of  Eaft  India  manufkftures,  brought  the  general  balance  greatly 
in  our  favour  in  the  courfeof  twenty  years.  This  law  was  paffed  much  againft  King  Charles's 
inclination,  who  was  a  conftant  penfioner  of  France,  and  a  determined  foe  equally  to  the  reli- 
gion and  liberties  of  his  own  kingdom.  But  the  ferment  of  the  people  of  England  was  at  this 
timt  fo  great,  by  the  difcovcry  of  the  Popilh  Plot,  &c,  that  he  was  obliged  to  comply- 

3  Z  2  The 


548       AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOtOGICALDEDUCTION 


A.  D. 


1678  The  authors  of  this  time  fay,  that,  until  after  this  prohibition,  the  annual  exports  of  Eng- 
land, on  an  average,  did  not  exceed  three  millions  fterling ;  but  that,  in  about  twenty  years 
after,  the  exports  had  gradually  increafed  to  near  feven  millions  yearly.  Which  vaft  increafe 
Tvas  principally  occafioned  by  the  great  increafe  and  exportation  of  our  own  woollen,  filk, 
linen,  iron,  and  other  manufactures,  fiuce  the  prohibition  of  commerce  with  France ;  aiul 
partly  alfo  to  the  prohibition,  fome  years  after  enabled,  of  the  wear  in  England  of  Eaft  India 
manufactures  ;  and  likewife,  in  part,  to  the  enlarged  demand  from  our  own  American  cola* 
nies  of  all  forts  of  manufactures  and  neceilaries. 

The  Popilh  Plot,  and  the  French  encroachments  in  the  Netherlands,  had  created  fuch  2 
violent  ferment,  as  obliged  King  Charles  to  enter  into  a  perpetual  defenfivc  alliance  with 
the  Dutch,  for  their  mutual  prefervation  and  guarantee ;  concluded  on  the  third  of  March^ 
1678,  newftile* 

And  in  July  was  concluded  an  alliance  between  thofe  two  potentates^  for  compelling  the 
French  King,  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  at  this  time  held  at  Nimegucn,  between  them,  the 
Emperor,  and  Spain,  to  reftore  to  Spain  the  towns  and  forts  of  Charlcroy,  Aeth,  Oudenarde, 
Courtray,  Tournay,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  St.  Guiflain,  Binch,  and  the  duchy  of  Limburg,  &c. 
As  alfo  all  that  has  been  taken  from  the  Emperor  and  empire ;  to  reftore  alfo  Lorraine*  to  the 
Duke  of  that  name.  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  for  thofe  ends,  flipulated  to  furnifh  one^ 
third  more  of  naval  force  than  the  States-General,  and  the  States  to  furnifli  one^third  more 
of  land-forces  in  the  Netherlands  than  King  Charles. 

In  Auguft  was  concluded  a  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  between  France  and  the  States-Genera),  . 
under  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  mediation  ;  concerning  which  all  that  is  needful  to  be  reci-' 
ted  is  as  follows  : 

•*  Article  VIII.  The  town  and  chatellanie  of  Ma«Ilricht  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  States-'  ~ 
**  General  of  the  United  Provinces. 

••  XIII.  Tlie  States-General  engage  to  guarantee  the  prefent  peace  and  engagements  which  . 
"  Spain  is  now  making  with  France.  And,  by  a  feparate  article,  France  was  to  reftore  to  • 
*•  the  Prince  of  Orange  his  principality  of  that  name,  and  his  other  dominions  in  France." 

On  tlie  fame  day  was  alfo  concluded  at  Nimcguen,  a  treaty  of  commerce,  navigation,  and 
marine,  between  France  and  the  States-General,  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

*«  Article  VII.  The  fubjefts  on  both.iide&  Ihall  pay  na  higher. duties  than,  the  natives  in  i 
•*  general. 

**  IX.  No  iiefuge  (htiU  be  given  in  the  ports  of  either  party  to  fuch  as  fhall  have  taken  any 
**  prizes  from  the  other  party;  but,^  if. driven  thither  by  fttefs.  of  weather^  they  fhall-  depart  ^ 
^*  •  as  foon  as  poffible. 

<*  XI.  The  laden  fhips  of  either  party,  driven  by  ftorm,- or  otherwife,-  into  any  port  of  ' 
«•  the  other  party,  fhall  not  be  compellable  to  unlade.or.to  fcU  tlieir  faid  merchandize  tlierc. 

"  XIII. 'XIV.  XV..  The-fhipsofeithcrpartymay  freely-traffic  with  thecncmies  of  cither  ' 
**  of  them;  excepting  with  contraband  mcrdiandize,.  defined,  to  l)e  alL  implemeats  of  war,  ; 
**-faltpctre,  horfes,  and  their  harncfs. 

*«  XVI.  XVIT.    But  the  following  fhall  nxjt  bedacmed  contraband  goods,  viz.  corn  and  ' 
*^  grain,  beans,  oilj  wine,  fait/  and  other  things  for  the  fuftenance  of  life ;  all  which  may  be 
"  freely  carried  to  an  enemy,  unlefs  toa  plaee  invefted  or  befiegcd.     And  fuch  fhips  defigncd  . 
«*  for  an  enemy's  port,  and  putting  into  any  of  the  ports  of  either  party,  fliall  only  be  obliged 
•*  to.  fhew  their  paflports,  without  being  jfcarchcd  or  detained,!'. 
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'  The  following  articles,  viz.  XX.  XXI.  XXII.  are  the  fame  as  in  tlie  commercial  treaty  of 
the  year  16779  between  England  and  France^  relating  to  merchant  ihips  at  fea  by  fhips  of  war 
of  the  other  party,  and  wherein  contraband  goods  may  be  found. 

**  XXX.  Either  party, may  build,  buy,  or  freight,  in  each  others  dominions,  any  number 
•«'  of  fhips  of  war,  or  for  merchandize,  and  alfo  fuch  ammunition  as  they  Ihall  wapt. 

*'  XXXI.  Ships  of  cither  party,  driven  on  the  coafts  of  the  other  party,  fhall  be  treated 
**  with  juftice  andhumanity. 

**  XXXII.  May  countenance  no  pirates,  nor  the  exiles  of  each  others  dominions. 

**  XXXill.  XXXIV.  Merchants  may  make  ufc  of  fuch  advocates  in  each  others  country 
^*  as  they  fhall  think  fit ;  and  may  keep  their  books  of  accounts  in  what  language  they  fhall 
"  think  befl :  and  may  alfo  fettle  confuls  therein. 

"  XXXV.  Neither  party  fhall  fufier  any  fhips  of  war  of  another  power  to  come  and  make 
^  prize,  within  their  ports,  hayens,  or  rivers,  upon  one  anothers  fubjeSs. 

**  XXXVIII.  This  treaty  fhall  be  in  force  for  twenty-five  years  to  come." 

A  feparate  article  relates  to  the  fifty  fols  per  ton  upon  ftrangers  fhips  failing  out  of  the  ports 
of  France,  viz.  That  this  duty  ihall  not  derogate  from  the  equality  which,  in  other  refpedls, 
is  by  the  above-named  feventli  article  of  this  treaty  eftablifhed  on  both  fides.  But  that  Dutch 
fhips  fhall  pay  the  faid  fifty  fols  per  ton,  as  other  nations  do  :  but  this  fubfidy  fhall  be  only 
pfiid  by  Dutch  fhips  at  going  out  of  the  French  ports,  but  not  at  their  coming  in.  And  if 
laden  with  fait,  they  fhall  pay  but  half  that  duty.  And  the  States  may,  if  they  pleafe,  lay  a 
fimilar  proportional  impofition  on  French  fhips  going  out  6f  tlieir  ports. 

On  the  Seventeenth  of  September,  peace  was  figned  at  Nlmegucn,  between  Louis  XIV.  of 
France  and  Charles  II.  of  Spain. — But  the  ftipulations  in  favour  of  Spain  fell  much  fhort  of 
thofe  which. had  httii  agreed  i^pon  in  the  before-named  treaty  between  King  Charles'the  Se- 
cond of  England,  and  the  States-General:  for,  only  Charleroy,  Binch,  Aeth,  Oudenardtf, 
St-Guiflain,  and  the  duchy  of  Limburg,  were  rcflored  to  Spain,  together  with  Ghent  and 
its  citadel ;. and,  in  Catalonia^  the  city  of -Puicerda.  On  the  other  hand,  Spain  was  obliged 
to  yield  up  to  France,  Valenciennes,  Cambray,  Conde,  Bouchain,  Aire,  St.  Omer,  Yprcsy 
Warwick,  Warneton,  Peperingcn,  Bailleul,  Caflel,  Bayvay,  and  Maubeugc,  with  their  depen- 
dencies ;  alfo  the  county  of  Burgundy,  with  the  city  of  Bezan^on.  Thus,  declining  Spain, 
by  every  treaty  with  France  fince  1659,  was. compelled  to  cede  to  her  many  noble  and  ftrong 
cities,  and  extenfive  territories  ;  being  defcrted  by  King  Charles  of  England,  whofe  highcfl: 
iulereft  and  glory  it  would  have  been  to  liave  fupported  Spain  againfl  the  greatly  incrcafing 
power  of  France.  ^ 

Soon  after  this  unhappy  peace,  Louis,  taking  advantage  of  the  very  feeble  flate  of  Spain, 
feized  on  the  flrong  city  of  Luxemburg  ;  befide  his  continually  harrafling  the  remainder  of  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands,  by  pretended  re-unions,  contributions,  &c. 

With  refpcft  to  the  peace  at  Nimeguen,  between  the  Eniperor  and  Empire  and  France,  it 
was  not  not  formally  figned  till  thethird  of  February,  1679,  ^^^^  ^''^-     Yet,  as  it wa$  fliil  a   - 
part  of  the  fame  treaty  of  Nimeguen  continued,  we  here  give  its  fubllance  briefly,  as  under 
the  above  year  1678. 

"  Article. II.  The  peace  of  Munftcr,  or  Weftphalia,  in  the  year  1648,  is  declared  to  be  the 
*^*  bafis  of  this  treaty. 

'*  IV.  and*V.    France  yields  up  Philipfburg  to  the  Empire;   and  the  Emperox  Leopold    - 
"yields  up  Fiiburg  to  France. 
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1678  **  XII.  XIII.  XIV.  XV.  The  country  of  Lorraine  to  be  reftored  to  its  Duke,  only 
Nancy,  its  capital,  fliall  remain  for  ever  united  to  France ;  which  (hall  always  have  ways 
half  a  league  in  breadtli,  to  be  fet  out  by  the  French  King  and  the  Duke,  for  the  more  cafy 
paflage  of  the  French  troops  tli rough  Lorraine  to  the  faid  city  of  Nancy,  and  from  Nancy 
to  Aiface,  alfo  from  Nancy  to  Bezan^on,  in  Franche  Compte  :'*  whereby  that  unfortunate 

Prince,  for  having  taken  part  with  the  Emperor  againft  France,  was  barbaroully  defpoiled  of 
his  capital  city,  and  the  reft  of  his  dutchy  now  laid  quite  open  to  the  armies  of  France. 

**  It  was  alfo  to  be  free  for  the  French  King  to  keep  garrifons  in  the  towns  of  Chaflelette, 
**  Huy,  Verviers,  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Dueren,  Linnick,  Nuys,  and  Zons,  until  peace  fliould 
**  be  concluded  between  him  and  Sweden,  Denmark,  Brandenburg,  the  Bilhop  of  Munfter, 
**  and  the  Princes  of  Lunenburg  ;  when  they  were  to  be  reftored  to  the  empire." 

And  thus  alfo,  France  gradually  gained  ground  on  the  German  empire,  of  which  Lorraine 
as  well  as  Aiface  formerly  were  parts,  to  the  ftill  further  deftroying  of  the  equilibrium  of  power 
in  Europe. 

In  this  fame  year^  the  French  exclufive  Senegal  Company  was  now  firft  ercfted,  for  the  trade 
of  gold  duft,  leather,  wax,  gums,  &c.  And,  in  the  year  1681,  it  was  further  confirmed,  by 
the  name  of  the  Royal  Senegal  Company:  yet,  being  afterwards  unable  to  pay  their  debts, 
they  were  diflblved  in  the  year  1696. 

1679  So  rapid  were  the  naval  and  commercial  improvements  of  France,  at  this  time,  that  the  in- 
genious author  of  the  book  entitled  Britannia  Languens,  publifhed  in  the  year  1680,  affirms, 
-*'  That  for  one  wading  French  ftiip  there  was  twenty  or  tliirty  years  before,  there  were  now 
**  forty.  For  which  purpofe  the  French  King  eftablifhed  a  fea  fifhery,  to  the  great  prejudice 
**  of  ours. '^ 

1680  The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  having  affifted  the  King  of  Materan  (who  ftiled  himfelf 
Emperor  of  Java  Ifle)  at  this  time,  againft  two  of  his  rebellious  fons,  he  tliereupon  yielded 
up  to  the  Dutch  the  towns  of  Cheriban  and  Tarpa. 

This  year  feems  to  have  been  remarkable  for  new  projefts  in  England,  which  were  patro- 
nized by  Prince  Rupert,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  more  efpecially  fuch  as  related  to  mechanics. 
We  have  a  yellow  metal,  much  refembling  gold,  which,  in  our  days,  is  ftill  nanied  Prince's 
Metal,  as  taking  its  name  from  him :  and  a  water-mill  was  thereupon  erefted  on  Hackney 
river  for  cafting  of  cannon  of  that  metal;  it  is  known  at  this  day  by  the  name  of  Temple 

Mill. 

Another  projeft  was,  for  a  floating  machine,  worked  by  horfes,  for  the  towing  of  great 
ihips  againft  wind  and  tide, 

A  third  was,  a  machine  for  the  railing  of  ballaft ;  though  found  infufficient  even  before 
Prince  Rupert's  death. 

A  fourth  was,  a  diving  machine  or  engine  ;  by  the  help  of  which,  and  good  luck.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Phipps  brought  home  from  the  Weft  Indies  near  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
in  pieces  of  eight,  which  he  fiftied  up  out  of  the  fea,  where  part  of  a  Spanilh  plate  fleet  had 
been  loft. 

The  author  of  Britannia  Languens  alleges,  that  tlie  Dutch  herring  and  cod  fifhery  employ- 
ed eight  thoufand  veflels  and  two  hundred  thoufand  failors  and  fifhers;  by  which  they  gain 
yearly  five  millions  fterling;  befide  their  Iceland,  Greenlahd,  ai}d  Newfoundland  fifheries, 
and  the  people  and  trades  employed  by  it  at  home. 

We 
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1680  We  have  a  ftale  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  trade  in  this  year,  from  a  judicious 
anonymous*  authoir,  printed  in  1681,  entitled,  A  Treatife  wherein  is  demonflrated  that  the 
Eaft  India  Trade  is  the  moft  national  of  all  foreign  Trades,  &c.  London,  1681  ;  occafioned 
by  the  clamours  ftill  raifed  againft  that  company,  in  order  to  have  the  trade  laid  open^  viz. 
**  laft  year,"  i.  e.  in  1680. 

■*  Firft,  The  company  fent  out  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  the  bay  of  Bengal,  four 
•*  three  deck  (hips,  viz.  one  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  tons  and  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
**  fcamen  ;  one  of  fix  hundred  tons  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feamen ;  one  of  five  hundred 
**  and  thirty  tons  and  one  hundred  and  fix  feamen;  and  one  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
"  and  one  hundred  and  ten  feamen. 

**  Secondly,  For  Surat  and  the  coaft  of  India,  three  fhips  more,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty, 
•*  five  hundred  and  thirty,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons. 

**  Thirdly,  For  Bantam,  two  ftiips  of  fix  hundred  tons  each. 

**  Fourthly,  For  the  South  Seas  and  China,  two  fhips  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  and  three 
**  hundred  and  fifty  tons :  in  all  eleven  fhips  ;  in  which  there  was  a  ftock  of  four  hundred  and 
**  feventy-nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  pounds  fifteen  fhillings  and  fix-pence. 
And  for  the  year  1681,  tliey  are  fending  outiive  fhips  for  Coaft  and  Bay  \  three  fo;*  Surat 

and  the  coaft  of  India ;  three  fpr  Bantam  ;  and  one  great  fhip  for  the  South  Sea  and  China : 

in  all  which  there  will  be  a  ftock  of  abovQ  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befide  both  which 


•*  years  exportations  not  yet  returned,  the  company  has  always  a  confiderable  ftock  left  in-the 

**  country,  to  make  and  provide  goods  before  hand:  befide  likewife  rfie  value  of  their  iflands, 
<( 


towns,  garrifons,  houfes,  buildings,  ammunition,  &c.     And  they  may  have  what  money 

they  will  at  three  per  cent,  which  will  be  the  worft  news  of  all  in  Holland." 

This  is  the  firft  time  we  find  mention  of.  the  company's  fending  a  fhip  to  China,     By  the 

South  Seas,  before-mentioned,  muft  be  underftood  the  feas  about  Macaffar,  ^prneo,  Java,  &c. 

The  faid  anonymous  autlior  was  probably  Sir  Jofiah  Child,    as  appears  from  the  ftilc, 

fcope,  &c. 

The  fame  author  adds,  "  that  tlie  quick  ftock  of  our  Eaft  India  Company'*  (by  which  he 

means  their  conftant  exportations  and  importations)  ^'  wasjthen  more  than  that  of  the  Dutch 
Company,  although  the  ftock  of  the  latter  fells  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  whilft 
ours  fell  not  at  above  three  hundred  per  cent. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  filk  weavers  of  London  had,  this  year,  imfuccefsfully  petitioned  the 

Houfc  of  Commons  againft  the  then  general  wear  of  Eaft  India  filks,  Bengals,  &c. 

Mr.  Polexfen,  in  Kis  fpeecb  on  the  fubjeA,  aflerted,  *'  that  we  at  this  time  confumed  to 

'*  tlie  value  of  tliree  hundred  thoufand  pomids  yearly  in  thofe  Eaft  India  manufactured  goods, 
including  printed  and  painted  callicoes  :  for  clothes,  beds,  hangings,  &c. — That  the  com-* 
pauy  annually  export  from  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
in?  bullion; — that  its  trade  is  now  increafed  to  near  ojie  quarter  part  of  the  whole  trade  of 
the  nation ; — that  this  company  finding  it  more  for  their  particular  advantage  to  take  up 
from  fix  to  fcven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  on  their  common  feal  for  carrying  on  their 
trade,  than  to  enlarge  their  capital  ftock ;  thereby  reaping  to  themfelves,  not  only  the  gains 
which  they  make  on  their  own  money,  but  likewife  of  the  treafure  of"  the  nation,  allowing- 
to  the  lenders  four  or  five  per  cent."  (this  is  different  from  the  above  aflcrtion,  that  they 

can  have  it  at  three  per  cent.)  **  and  dividing  amongft  themfelves  what  they  pleafe,  which 
BOWy  within  thefe  laft  twelve  or  fifteen  months,  has  been  ninety  per  cent."    The  allega* 

tioiis 
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1680  tions  againft  this  company,  by  the  Turkey  Company,  in  the  year  i68i,' before  the  privy 
council,  make  the  fum  divided  amount  p  two  hundred  and  fix ty  thoufancf  pounds  in  1680, 
which  they  allege,  not  to  have  been  all  merely  from  their  profits,  but  partly  out  of  their  prin- 
cipal. See  more  of  this  fubjeft  under  the-year  following.  **  And  upon  an  exaft  enquiry  it 
**  will  be  found,  that  this  flock  is  fo  engrofled,  that  about  ten  or  twelve  men  have  the  abfo- 
**  lute  management;  and  that  about  forty  perfons  divide  the  major  part  of  the  .gains,  which 
*'  tliis  laft  year  has  been  to  fome  one  man  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ;  to  others  ten  tboufand 
**  pounds  apiece." 

The  Turkey  Company  alfo  preferred  their  ufual  complaifit  agairift  their  importing  of  raw 
lilk^  fo,  between  thofe  two,  the  India  Company  was  neither  to  import  raw  nor  wrought  filks> 
yet  the  grand  committee  for  trade,  to  whom  that  houfe  referred  it,  did  nothing  material  at 
that  time. 

N.  B.  We  have  flicwn,  under  the  year  1676,  that  its  capital  flock,  by  doubling,  was  then 
'  made  up  to"  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds 
ten  fhillin^s.     Thus  we  may  fee  how  hard  it  is  to  come  at  the  naked  truth  in  difputes  of  any 
kind,  and  moft  of  ail  where  property  or  intereft  is  affefted. 

This  fame  year,  1680,  gave  rife  to  the  noble  Englilh  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  in  North 
America,  in  north  latitude  between  the  beginning  of  forty  to  forty-three  degrees.  Thatcoun- 
'  try,  till  now,' was  moftly  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  another  part  of  it  was  part  of  New  York 
colony.  Sir  William  Penn,  an  admiral,  had  obtained  a  promife  from  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond of  a  grant  of  this  country;  but  he  dying  foon  after,  his  fon,  Mr.  William  Penn,  an 
eminent  quaker,  and  a  gentleman  of  great  knowledge  and  true  philofophy,  had  it  granted  to 
him  at  this  time,  (his  charter  being  dated  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  1680)  which  he 
defigned  for  a  retreat  or  afylum  for  the  people  of  his  religious  perfuafion,  then  made  uneafy  at 
•home  through  the  bigotry  of  fpiritual  courts,  &c.  Mr.  Penn,  therefore,  carried  with  him  a 
large  embarkation  of  thofe  quakers,  afterwards  from  time  to  time,  joined  by  many  more  from 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

At  his  firft  arrival  there,  he  found  many  Englifli  families  in  it,  and  confiderable  numbers 
of  Dutch  and  Swedes,  who  all  readily  fubmitted  to  his  wife  and  excellei\t  regulations,  which 
highly  merit  to  be  known  by  all  perfons  who  would  apply  to  colonization.  The  true  wif- 
dom,  as  well  as  equity  of  his  unlimited  toleration  of  all  religious  perfualions,  as  well  as  his 
kind,  jufti  and  prudent  treatment  of  the  native  Indians ;  alfo  his  laws,  policy,  and  govern- 
ment, fo  endeared  him  to  the  planters,  and  fo  widely  fpread  the  fame  of  his  whole  oeconomy, 
that,  although  fo  lately  planted,  it  is  tliought,  at  this  day,  to  have  more  white  people  in  it 
than  any  other  colony  on  all  the  continent  of  Britifh  America,  New  England  alone  excepted. 

Mr.  Penn,  who  was  a  favourite  of  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  King  James  the  Second, 
two  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1682,  had  a  grant  from  his  Royal  Highnefs  of  the  town  and 
traA  of  Newcaftle,  and  the  two  lower  counties  on  the  great  river  Delawar,  part  of  his  pro- 
vince of  New  York :  thefe  are  now  called  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suffex,  and 
arc  no  inconiiderable  addition  to  his  province  of  Pennfylvania.  Mr.  Penn's  beautiful  and 
fuperb  plan  of  his  capital  city  of  Philadelphia,  ftill  ftriAly  followed  to  this  day,  and  drawing  * 
conftantly  nearer  to  perfeflion,  may  ferve  for  a  pattern  to  the  richeft  country  on  earth. 

At  that  city,  for  it  truly  merits  that  appellation,  they  conftantly  build  and  employ  many 
good  (liips  ;  thofe  of  even  five  hundred  tons  may  lye  clofe  to  their  fine  quay ;  with  which  they 
trade  to  our  fugar  colonies  with  their  corn,  peas,  flour,  bifcuit,  beef,  pork,  filh,  pipe  ftavcs, 

peltry, 
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t68o  peltry,  lumber,  horfes,  &c.  in  exchange  for  fugar,  rum,  molaffes,  ginger,  pimento>  and  fo^ 
reign  filver,  &c.  So  greatly  does  .this  colony  increafe  in  people,  that  it  is  thought  already 
nearly  to  equal  New  England,  and  that  it  will  very  foon  furpafs  it.  It  feems  the  landecl  gen- 
tlemca  of  many  parts  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  in  the  north  of  it,  had  raifed  their  rents  fo 
high,  that  many  of  the  tenants  threw  up  their  farms  and  withdrew  to  Pennfylvania ;  fo  that 
in  and  about  the  year  1729,  fome  thoufands  of  them  went  thither,  bcfide  the  Englifh,  Welch, 
and  Scots  who  went  thither  then  and  lince,  and  alfo  many  German  Proteftants ;  all  of  whom 
are  generally  well  fettled,  and  arc  much  employed  in  railing  of  hemp  and  flax,  and  other  new 
materials  for  our  Britifh  manufaftures,  as  drugs  for  dyers,  &c.  iron,  and  copper/  They  even 
carry  their  corn,  fifli,  pipe-ftaves,  &c.  as  far  as  Italy,  and  returning  to  Britain,  they  there 
load  woollen,  filk,  and  linen,  for  cloathing,  houfhold  furniture,  hardware,  and  every  thing 
clfe  that  is  wanted  for  that  colony.  They  get  filver  alfo  by  their  clandeftine  trade  with  the 
Spanifh  main :  and  their  logwood  trade,  which  they  import  into  England,  helps  to  pay  for 
what  tliey  bring  back. — Thus  the  great  evil  of  perfecution  and  reftraint,  for  innocent  confci-* 
cntous  opinions,  has,  once  more,  proved  the  accidental  occafion  of  peopling  and  improving 
one  of  the  fincft  provinces  of  Britifli  Amerka. 

Tangier  being,  in  this  year,  befieged  by  the  King  of  Morocco,  King  Charles  II.  fent  x 
meflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  recommend  its  prefervation,  and  its  importance  to  the 
Englifh  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  that  the  two  millions  already  expended  on  it 
would  be  entirely  thrown  away  unlefs  fpeedy  and  cfFeftual  fupplies  were  granted  for  its  relief. 
But  the  Commons,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  inftead  of  granting  this,  reprcfented,  among 
other  things,  "  that  Tangier  had  been  feveral  times  under  the  command  of  Popifli  governors, 
•'  and  its  garrifon,  in  a  great  degree,  made  up  of  Popifh  officers  and  foldiers,  as  alfo  that  the 
**  money  given  for  it  had  been  mifapplied  ;  wherefore  they  could  not  grant  a  fupply  for  Tan- 
.  *'  gier,  unlefs  they  might  be  aflurcd,  that  thereby  they  did  not  augment  the  ftrength  of  their 
•*  Popifh  adverfaries."  Thus  the  jealoufy  entertained  by  the  Parliament  and  tlie  nation,  that 
the  King  intended  this  place  for  a  curb  on  their  religion  and  liberties,  prevented  its  being  duly 
fupplied,  and  occadoncd,  as  we  fhall  fee,  its  being  abandoned  foon  after  by  that  King. 
>68l  At  a  Parliament  at  Oxford,  which  fat  but  feven  days,  and  was  thelaft  of  King  Charles  the 
Second's  reign,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  firft  refolved  to  print  their  votes,  which  has  been  con- 
tinued ever  iince,  and  very  much  to  the  benefit  and  fatisfa£tion  of  the  public,  and  particularly- 
beneficial  in  comnyercial  matters. 

As  far  back  as  the  year  1670,  the  Englifh  Levant  or  Turkey  Company  began  to  cofnplaiit 
*of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  upon  account  of  the  great  quantities  of  raw  filk  they^imported 
from  India,  which  had  formerly  been  folely  imported  from  Turkey.  And  in  the  year  168 r, 
the  Turkey  Company  complained  thereof  formally  to  the  King's  council ;  whereupon  a  hearing, 
^nfued.  '  The  fubflance  of  the  company's  allegations,  and  the  Eaft  India  Company's  anfwers* 
being  printed  this  year,  are  as  follow,  viz. 

I.  "  The  Turkey  Company  have,  for  near  an  hundred  years  paft,  exported  thither  grea* 
**  quantities  of  woollen  manufaftures,  and  other  Englifh  wares,  to  the  great  enriching  of  the 
^*  nation  ;  and  do  now  more  efpecially  carry  out  thither  to  the  value  of  about  five  hundred 

tlioufand  pounds  yearly  :  in  return  for  which,  the  goods  imported  arc  raw  filks,  gauls,  gro- 

gram  yarn,  drugs,  cotton,  &c.  all  which,  being  manufaflured  in  England,  afford  bread  to 
*^  the  poor  of  the  kingdom, 
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I.  **  On  the  other  hand,**  fay  they^  **  the  Eaft  India  Company  export  inimenfc  quanti- 
**  ties  of  gold  and  filver,  with  an  inconfideraWe  quantity  of  cloth. — In  return  for  which^ 
**  their  qhiefeit  commodities  are  calicoes,  pepper,  wrought  filks,  and  a  deceitful  fort  6f  raw 
**  iilk. — That  the  calicoes  and  wrought  iilks,  being  wrought  in  India,  are  an  evident  damage  to-. 
^^  the  poor  of  England,  and  the  raw  iilks  are  an  infallible  deftruftion  to  the  Turkey  trade  ;  for, 
•*  as  Turkey  does  notyieldafufhcient  quantity  of  bihcr  merchandize,  to  return  for  one-fourth 
^**  part  of  our  manufactures  carried  thither,  the  remaining  three-fourths  is  wholly  poifed  by 

«*  raw  filk  ;  which,  if  fupplied  by  that  of  Eaft  India,  the  moft  confidcrable  part  of  the  Tur- 
**  key  importations,  and  confequdntly  the  cloth  trade  of  England  muft  fail, 

II.  **  The  conftitution  of  the  Turkey  Company,  as  being  a  regulated  one,  and  not  driven 
•*  by  a  joint-ftock,  is  open  and  comprehenfive,  admitting  any  that  are  bred  merchants;  the 
^*  fons  and  apprentices  of  freemea  challenge  tlieir  freedom  by  feven  years  fervice,  and  others 
•*  are  admitted  to  be  free  for  twenty-five  pounds,  if  under  twenty -feven  years  of  age ;  and,  if 
**  above  that  age,  for  fifty  pounds*  Each  Freeman  to  trade  for  as  much  as  be  is  able.  By 
♦*  which  open  trading,  the  Company  is  increafed  from  fcventy  perfonfi,  who-Torty  years  ago 
**  wholly  drove  the  trade,  to  at  leaft  five  hundred  traders. 

II.  *'  On  the  other  hand,  the  Eaft  India  Company's  trade  is  mahaged  l^an  exclufive  joint- 
4«  ftock ; — which  ftock  is  fo  engrofTed,  that  about  twelve  perfons  have  the  abfolutc  manage- 
^*  ment  of  the  whole  trade; — and  about  forty  perfons  divide  the  major  part  of  the  gains  ;— • 
**  and  do  alfo  appropriate  to  themfelves  a  greater  profit  in  a  feparate  trade,  as  in  mufk,  amber-- 
<*  gris,  &c.  andj  till  of  l^te^  in  diamonds  alfo  :^~ncither  can  they  breed  up  any  perfons,  un-* 
*^  der  the  notion  of  an  E^ft  India  merchant,  becaufe  any  one  may  purchafe  a  fhare  of  their- 
**  trade  and  joint-ftock,  who  is  mafter  of  money, 

III.  "  The  Turkey  Company's  ftock  is  really  greater  than^  their  trade  will  bear,-  under  their 
•*^  prefent  difcouragements  and  checks  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  ;  and  if  any  damage  be-  - 
**  falls  this  ftock,  every  particular  member  bears  the  lofs  of  his  owa  adventure,  with  no  da- 
**  mage  to  the  public. 

III.  **  On  the  other  hand,  the  Eaft  India  Cdmpany  having  a  fixed  joint-ftock  of  but  about 
•*  three-hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds,"  (I  know  not  well  liow  to  reconcile  this  with* 
**  the  order  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  general  court,  in  the  year  1676,  whereby  they  dou-  - 
^«-  bled  tlieir  capital  ftock,,  as  before  exhibited  ;  unlefs  they,  firice  tliat  year,  rcvcrfcd  or  poft-  - 
**  poned  tliat  refolution  by  a  fubfiequent  one,  which  we  have  not  met  with  as  yet)  *•  they' 
**  find  it  more  f6r  their  advantage  to  trade  with  money  at  intereft  than  to  enlarge  their  ftock ; 
*^  they  Iiave  therefore  borrowed  at  leaft  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  o\\  their  com — 
**  mon  feal,  at  the  inconfiderable  intereft  of  three  or  four  per  cent,  thereby  trading  with  the 
*^  trcafure  of  the  nation,  and  dividing  tothem&lves  what  fums  they  pleafe,  not  only  out  of 
•*  profit,"  (this  article  is  but  the  literal  echo  of  Mr.  Polexfen's  fpeech  in  Parliament  the  pre- 
ceding year)  "  but^alfo  out  of  the  principal ;  as  laft  year,  when  they  divided  two  hundred 
**  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  tliough  at  the  fame  time  they  ow^d  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  ": 

•*^  pounds  at  intereft." 

One  George  White,  a  writer  againft  this  company,  in  this  fame  year,  fays,  **  That  In  the* 
**  compafs  of  five  years,   (/.  e.  from  1676  to  1681)   they  divided  feven  hundred  and  forty-one 
*«  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  and,  in  two  months  afterwards,  they  doubled 
**  their  ftock:  tliis"  fays  he,  **  was,  in  all,  one  million  one  liundrcd  and  eleven  thoufand  fix 
**  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  .prodiiccd  from  a  capital  of  three  hundred  and  fcventy 
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^6iBi  "  thoufand  pounds  only ;  by  which  extravagant  dividends,  together  with  above  three  hnndred 
**  thoufand  pounds  for  money  borrowed  at  intereft,  with  prefents  to  courtiers,  and  their  quar- 
^\  rel  with  the  Mogul,  they  were  brought  into  great  diifficukies  ;  fo  that  they,  in  a  fhort  time, 
**  were  forced  to  ftop  payment  for  fome  months,  yet  they  recovered  a  little  again  :  although 

by  feizing  many  of  the  Mogul's  (hips  trading  to  Arabia,  Perfia,  &c.  that  quarrej  coft  the 

company,  in  all,  about  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  for  the  relief  of  the  now  languifhing,  tliough  moft 

ufeful  and  neceflary  Turkey  trade,  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pern;iit  to  the 
**  Turkey  Company  tlie  cxercife  of  trade  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  all  other  the  dominions  of  the 
**  Grand  Signior,"  (i,t.  Arabia  and  part  of  Africa)  *'  according  to  the  large  extent  of  their 
**  charter^  and  accefs  thereunto  by  the  moft  convenient  paflages,"— /.  ^.^  round  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  '  -  • 

**  More  rcafons  againft  the  management  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  under  the  prefcnt  joint- 

**  ftock. 

I.  *'  The  continuance  of  the  ftock,  which  has  now  lafted  twenty-four  years,"  i,  e.  from 
i657»  "  is  againft  their  firft  propofal  in  their  preamble  ;  whereby  it  is  agreed,,  that,  at  feven 

years  end,  the  ftock  Ihould  be  balanced  and  divided,  and  a  new  fubfcription  made  :  and  that 

any  perfons,  at  the  faid  feven  years  end,  might  go  out  or  come  in,  upon  a  valuation  thfn 
**-to  be  made  known  ^ — though  no  fuch  thing  be  hitherto  done* 

n.  "  They  have  fent  over  to  India,  throwfters,  v/eavers,  and  dyers ;  and  have  a£l:ually  fct 
**  up  there  a  manufafturc  of  filk  ;  which  not  only  by  inftrufting  the  Indians  in  thefe  manu- 

fadures,  but  by  importing  them,  fo  made,  into  England,  is  an  unfpeakable  impoverifhment 

of  the  working  people  of  this  kingdom. 

II.  **  Although  many  of  the  firft  fubfcribers  have  died  ofF,  yet  there  is  no  liberty  for  young 
**  merchants  to  come  in  on  a  new  fubfcription. 

IV.  **  The  fo  long  continuance  of  the  ftock  is  alfo  a  rcafon  that  its  whole  Management  is 
**  fallen  into  fo  few  hands. 

V.  "  They  export  great  quantities  of  bullion,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  cloth, 

VI.  "  Of  the  five  hundred  and  fifty  who  are  members  of  this  conapany,  not  above  one-fifth 
•*  of  them  are  merchants ; — and  as  thefe  laft  are  always  of  the  committee,  hence  it  comes  to 
^*  p^fs  that  many  of  the  choiceft  goods  are  fent  home  on  their  privs^te  account,  butfcldom  on 
**  account  of  the  joint-ftock. 

VII.  and  VIII.  ^*  As  their  prcfent  ftock  is  too  fcanty,  fo  new  fnbfcriptions  for  two  or 
**  three  millions,  would  bring  in  more  merchants,  as  well  as  more  money  to  be  employed* 
«'  and  alfo  more  (hips  and  mariners.  At  prefent  they  trade  not  all  to  Perfia,  Japan,  Arra- 
**  chan,  Acheen,  Sumatra,  Pegu,  Madagafcar,  and  many  other  parts  within  the  Umits  of 
**  their  charter  ;  altliough  filch  parts,  if  traded  to,  would  not  only  take  off  much  of  out 
**  Englifli  commodities,  but  likewifc  by  trading  there,  frdm  one  port  to  another,  would 
^^  vend  a  large  proportion  of  Indian  commodities,  and  the  profit  and  bullion  arifing  there- 
**  by,  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  totally,  prevent  the  exportation  of  bullion  out  of 
**  England. 

IX.  "  Laftly,  the  lenders  of  fo  large  a  dead  ftock  as  above,  (fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds) 
at  fo  low  intereft  as  three  per  cent. — do  clearly  venture  the  hazard  of  their  principal,  merely  ' 
for  that  low  intereft  :  whilft  the  company  makes  fifty  per  cent,  of  it  without  any  hazard  at 
f*  all,    Thofe  lenders,  (in  cafe  of  whatever  lofles,  captures,  &c.}  h^tving  only  the  company's 
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2681  **  common  feal  to  depend  on,  which,  mfuchcafey  is  no  fecurity  at  all :  for  no  one  raefnber 
*^  is  obliged  to  make  fatisfa£lion ;  as  has  been  evident  by  feveral  late  examples  of  the  like  na-» 
**  ture." 

The  Eaft  India  Company's  anfwer  before  the  Privy  Council  :— 

L  *'  Articles  i,  2,  3.  The  cloth  exported  by  the  Eaft  India  Company  is  finer  and  more* 
**  valuable  than  what  is  exported  by  the  Turkey  Company.  And,  if  we  are  rightly  informed^ 
**  the  medium  of  cloths  exported  by  that  company,  in  the  laft  three  years,  is  only  about  nine-* 
•*  teen  thoufand  cloths  yearly;  a  greater  quantity  than  which,  in  value  at  leaft,  the  Eaft  India: 
Company  may  probably  fliip  out  this  year^  if  their  faftory  at  Araoy,  in  China,  be  not  fur- 
prized  by  the  Tartars,  of  which  there  was  a  doubtful  report  laft  year.  Yet  it  isadmitted,  that 
**  before  the  Eaft  India  Company  had  any  entrance  into  the  trade  of  China  and  Japan,  the 
^'  Turkey  Company's  exportation  of  cloth  did  much  exceed  that  of  the  Eaft  India  Cora* 
€t  pany. — 4,  We  alfo  fay,  that  it  will  be  found,  by  the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfc,  that  the  ' 
**  Turkey  Company  do  fcnt  out  yearly,  befide  their  cloth,  great  quantities  of  pieces  of  eight 
<*  from  England,  for  the  purchafe  of  their  raw  filk  in  Turkey,  as  well  as  great  quantities  of 
**  the  like  fpecies  of  bullion  from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  which  otherwife  would  come  for 
**  England. 

II.  "  Concerning  the  comparifon  they  make  between  the  conftitution  of  the  Turkey  and 
•'  Eaft  India  companies ;  we  fay,  there  hath  been  fo  much  printed  in  moft  European  Ian- 
**  guages,  and  fo  many  confultations  and  debates,  in  the  great  councils  of  Europe,  concern- 
•*  ing  joint-ftocks  for  the  Eaft  Indies  ; — and  that  in  all  of  them  the  refult  bath  been  for  a 
**  joint-ftock,  Portugal  excepted  ;  that  we  think  it  would  be  impertinent  to  trouble  your  lord-^ 
'*  fhips  with  a  long  difcourfe  concerning  it^ 
But  briefly, 

1.  "  It  cannot  be  denied,  by  any  reafonable  man,  that  a  joint-ftock  is  capable  of  a  far 
**  greater  extenfion,  as  to  the  number  of  traders  and  largenefs  of  ftock,  than  any  regulated 
*'  company  can  be.  Becaufe,  in  a  joint-ftock,  noblemen,  gendemen,  Ihopkeepers,  widows, 
**  orphans,  and  all  other  fubjcfls,  may  be  traders,  and  employ  their  ftocks  therein  :  whereas, 
"  in  a  regulated  company,  fuch  as  the  Turkey  Company  is,  none  can  be  traders,  but  fuch  as 
'*  they  call  legitimate,  or  bred  merclunts. 

2.  **  The  confcquence  whereof  is,  that,  if  the  trade  for  India  was  laid,  open,  the  ad- 
"  venturers  would  be  fewer,  by  three  quarters,  than  they  now  are  ;  becaufe  thofc  only  who^ 
**  have  flcill,  would  run  away  with  the  trade,  as,  in  faft,  they  did,,  between  the  years  1655: 
•*  and  1657. 

3.  4.  **  The  number  of  the  prefent  Eaft  India  adventurers  is,  at  this  time,  above  fix  hun-. 
•*  dred.  And,  with  refpeft  to  the  indulged  or  private  trade,  every  adventurer  hath  as  /uU  9 
•*  liberty,  in  proportion  to  his  ftock,  as  the  governor,  deputy,  or  any  of  the  committees,. 
«*  the  fame  being  not  to  exceed  one-fifth  part  of  his  ftock  ; — and  even  that  has  been  gradually 
**  reduced  every  year,  though perfaltum  it  cannot  be  done.  It  not  being  the  workof  a  year, 
**  nor  even  of  an  age  or  two,  to  build  up  an  Eaft  India  trade  to  perfedtion,  though  it  may  be 
**  deftroyed  in  a  day. — Which  truth  is  moft  eminently  vifible  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
**  of  France,  thefe  laft  fourteen  years  :  that  King,  in  the  conftitution  of  his  Eaft  India  Com- 
«*  pany,  fparcd  no  coft  to  obtain  the  beft  advice  in  Europe,  by  immenfe  rewards,  premiums, 
**  &c.— And  yet  we  fee  that  company  makes  very  little  of  it, — And  even  our  own  company, 
f*  although  they  had  formerly  a  ftock  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
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X68i  **  advanced  no  further  in  profits,  but  twelve  and  an  half  per  cent,  in  fifteen  years ;  /.  e.  froia 

"  1617  to  1632. 

5.  "  Although,  inftea'd  of  eighty  votes  alleged  to  be  now  poflefled  by  fome  one  fingle  per^ 
**  fon  in  the  choice  of  the  committees,  we  know  of  no  one  that  has  fixty  votes ;  yet  it  is  molt 
**  rcafonable,  (and  has  ever  been  praftifcd  both  in  ours  and  in  the  Royal  African  Company, 
«*  and  every  other  joint-ftock)  that  each  adventurer  (hould  vote  according  to  his  ftock.  Even 
♦*  fince  this  complaint,  which  was  firft  ftartcd  about  nine  years  ago,  there  have  been  more 
**  great  fhips  built  by  the  company  than  were  in  tliirty  years  before;  and  alfp  more  woollen 
•«  manufaftures  exported.  And  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  ftock,  which  was  at  five  hundred  and 
**  eighty  per  cent,  when  ours  v/as  but  at  fixty  per  cent,  has  fince  flood  ftill,  or  rather  fince 
^<  declined,  whilft  ours  has  advanced,  fo  as  almoft  to  equalize  them  in  tlie  value  of  their  ftock: 
**  and  his  Majefty's  cuftoms  arc  alfo  more  than  doubled,  from  our  Eaft  India  trade.  The 
**  comj)any  has  alfo  made  many  generous,  chargeable,  and  fuccefsful  attempts  for  obtaining 
**  of  a  trade  to  the  north  eaft  parts  of  India,  viz.  to  Siam,  Cochin  China,  China,  and  Japan. 

III.  **  1.  Our  Eaft  India  ftock  now  in  trade  is,  at  leaft,  one  million  feven  hundred  thou-» 
••  fand  pounds  cle^r  of  all  our  debts. 

"  2.  Our  debt  at  intcreft  is  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  and  has  been  re- 
**  duced  from  fix  to  three  per  cent,  and  fuch  is  the  company's  credit  in  the  world,  that  they 
**  cannot  perfuade  their  creditors  to  take  tlieir  money. 

**  3.  And  your  lordlhips,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers>  did  formerly  refolve,  that  the  abatement  ^ 
«*  of  intereft  tended  to  the  increafe  of  trade  and  the  advancement  of  the  value  of  lands  of 
**  England.  - 

**  With  refpeft  to  the  Turkey  Company's  objeflions  againft  the  Eaft  India  Company's  im*- 
**  portations  of 

**  I.  Rawfilk. 

"  II.  Plain  wrought  filk ;  and, 

**  III.  Wrought  filks  mixed  with  gold  and  filver ;  we  fay, 

"  I.  As  for  raw  filk,  it  is  fo  eflential  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  that  it  may  well  hold 
**  comparifon  with  our  Iheeps  wool  and  cotton  wool, 

*'  2.  Since  our  company^s  importation  thereof,  our  filk  manufaftures  have  increafed  from 
^  one  to  four. 

"**  3.  With  refpeft  to  the  quality  of  our  India  raw  filk,  it  is  the  fame  as  with  all  other  com* 
^  modities  on  earth,  viz.  various,  1.  e.  good,  bad,  and  ladifFerent. 

"  4.  Plain  wrought  filks  from  India  are  known  to  be  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  durable,  as  well 
**  as  the  cheapcft  that  comes  from  any  part  of  the  world,  and  are  generally  re-exported  from 
•*  England  to  foreign  parts.  ^ 

"  5.  Wrought  India  filks,  flowered  and  ftriped,  do,  we  confefs,  a  little  impede  the  growth 
*^  of  our  own  filk  manufaftures  ;  but  not  to  that  degree,  in  any  meafure,  as  the  raw  filk  im<» 
•*  ported  from  India  doth  advance  it. 

"  6.  If  they  could  be  cfFeftually  forbidden  from  all  parts,  the  Eaft  India  Company  would 
*^  he  glad  to  further  an  aft  of  Parliament  for  that  purpofc,  and  alfo  for  the  fupprefling  o£ 
**  French  filks  fo  much  in  wear  in  England,  though  againft  a  law  in  being. 

"  7.  Wrought  India  filks,  mixed  with  gold  and  filver,  are  not  imported  by  our  company, 
f*  but  by  the  company's  mere  permiffion  j  bccaufe  if  wc  Ihould  not  permit^  thcm^  tliey  would 
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"  come  in,  as  much  as  now,  by  ftealth, — and  without  paying  the  King's  cuftom."    The  wcau 
of  all  which  raanufa£lures  has  fincc  been  efFeftually  prohibited. 

**  8.  With  refpeft  to  our  company's  fending  to  India,  throwfters,  weavers,  and  dyers,  the 
^'  whole  is  a  miflake,  excepting  only  as  tp  one  or  two  dyers,  ufually  fent  to  Bengal,  and  to 

no  other  part  of  India ;  and  this  for  the  nation's  as  well  as  the  company's  advantage,  efpe- 

cially  as  to  plain  black  lilks,  generally  exported  again. 

**  9.  The  company,  with  refpeft  to  the  Turkey  Company's  requeft  to  deftroy  what  is  ef- 
«*  teemed  by  all  foreigners  to  be  the  glory  of  the  trade  of  England ;  (/.  e.  by  extending  the 
**  Turkey  Company's  trade  to  the  Red  Sea,  &c,)  cannot  help  admiring  at  the  confidence  of 

the  propofers. 

**  Laftly,  Our  Eaft  India  Company  can  prevent  none,  by  their  clurtcr,  from  buying  their 

ftock,  provided  they  will  pay  five  pounds  for  their  admiflion. 

**  With  relation  t<5  what  the  Turkey  Company  adds,  in  the  fecond  part  of  their  allegations^ 

concerning  a  valuation,  of  their  ftock  every  feven  years ;  our  Eaft  India  Company  aver, 
**  that,  purfuant  to  a  general  court,  in  the  year  1664,  their  ftock  was  valued,  at  the  end  of 
**  the  firft  feven  years,  atone  hundred  and  thirty  per  cent. — and  within  a  year  and  a  quarter 
'*  after  there  was  fifty  per  cent,  divided,  and  a  fecohd  valuation  was  afterwards  made  in  the 
**  fame  manner. 

"  The  Turkey  Company's  other  objeftions  are  indeed  fo  trifling  andinconcluiive,  that  the 
'^  Eaft  India  Company  gives  them  fhort  anfwers,  appealing,  at  the  fame  time,  to  their  lord* 
♦*  fliips  for  their  weight,  &c." 

By  our  thus  exhibiting  the  allegations  of  thefe>two  rival  companies,  we  learn  a  great  deal 
of  tlieir  hiftory :  and,  although  both  fides  may  have-fomewhat  exaggerated  in  their  own  favour, 
it  is  neverthelefs  very  eafy  for  the  reader  to  determine  the  truth  in  all  the  material  points  in 
queftion  between- them.  The  Eaft  India  Compg^ny,  amongft  their  other  allegations,  made 
great  complaints  againft  the  interloping  fhips  for  the  laft  three  years ;  and  that  as  they  were  at 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annual  expencc  for  forts,  foldiers,  &c.  it  would  be  impofiible 
to  carry  on  a  profitable  commerce,  if  interlopers  be  tolerated.  The  Turkey  Company's  above 
allegations  and  remonftrarices  proved,  in  the  end,  unfuccefsful ;  yet  the  interlopers  weiit  on 
with  tlieir  voyages  to  India;  one  of  whom,  however,  named  Captain  Thomas  Sands,  going 
•  cut  with  a  cargo  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  value,  was,  at  the  company's  requeft,  flopped  by  the 
King  from  going  out ;  and,  after  a  long  and  curious  trial,  a  decifion  was  made,  by  the  Chief 
Jufticc  JeflFreys,  in  favour  of  the  company ;  fo  that  the  fhip  and  cargo  was  fold  off  to  the^ro- 
prietor's  great  lofs :  notwithftanding  which,  the  interlopers  continued  their  voyages  to  India, 
being  therein  encouraged  by  the  opinions  of  fome  of  our  greateft  lawyers*  who  freely  declared, 
that  the  King  could  not  legally  obftruft  them,  by  any  charter  whatever  granted  to  the  com- 
pany, unleis  their  exclufive  powers  had  the  ian£tion  of  an  aft  of  Parliament.  Neverthelefs^ 
King  Charles  fent  out  one  of  his  Ihips  of  war  to  India,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  company 
from  interlopers  and  pirates. 

At  this  time,  the  French  King,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  was  in  great  power  and  glory. 
The  Emperor  Leopold  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  reprefented  to  the  German  dyet  his  in** 
fringements  of  tlie  treaty  of  Nimeguen. 

Firft,  By  mainuining  troops  in  the  empire,  and  retaining  of  fptts,  which  he  ought  before 
fo  have  evacuated  in  confequencc  of  that  treaty. 

Secondl/i 
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Secondly,  By  cxa£lions  and  contributions,  and  various  other  encroachments  and  violences 
againfl  the  imperial  cities  of  Alface,  &c.  But,  inftead  of  obtaining  redrets,  he,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1681,  by  treachery  and  furprize,  feized  on  the  rich  and  very  important  Imperial 
and  Proteftant  city  of  Stralburg,  on  pretence  of  finding  in  the  archives  of  Metz,  that  all  Al- 
face  and  Lorraine,  all  Luxemburg,  except  its  capital,  many  lordlhips  and  villages  in  Ger- 
many, Brabant)  Flanders,  Hainault,  Artois,  and  Liege,  did  belong  to  him,  as  dependencies 
on  the  bilhoprics  of  Metz,  Toul,  and  Verdun ;  or  elfc  of  other  places  yielded  to  him  by  the 
treaties  of  Munftcr  and  Nimeguen.  Under  fuch-likc  pretexts,  he  erefted  courts  or  commif- 
fions  of  re«union  in  Alface  and  the  Netherlands,  for  places  which,  time  out  of  mind,  ha<d  been 
fubjeft  to  other  fovcreigns,  now,  merely  by  the  terror  of  his  great  power,  citing  the  King  of. 
Spain  himfelf  and  the  Eleftors  Palatine  and  Treves,  to  appear  at  thofc  courts  to  pay  him 
homage.  He  had  already  the  prefeftute  of  ten  free  cities  in  Alface,  who,  as  Voltaire  owns, 
duirft  no  longer  talk  of  liberty, 

"  /Strafburg  was  miftrcfs  of  the  Rhine,  fays  that  Frenchman,  by  means  of  its  bridges,  and 
^*  of  itfelf  formed  a  powerful  republic,  famous  for  its  arfenal,  which  contained  nine  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon.-  Louvois,  the  French  prime  minifter,  corrupted  the  magiftrates  to  fell 
their  own  dear  liberty  and  religion  and  thofe  of  the  innocent  burghers,  whofe  prayers  and 
**  tears  availed  not  with  their  corrupted  magiflrates,  who  fufFered  the  French  troops,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  September,  to  enter  the  city.  In  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  Louis  feized  on 
the  town  of  Alcrft  and  its  territory,  on  the  fole  bare-faced  pretence,  that  his  minifters  had 
forgot  to  infert  it  in  the  conditions  of  the  peace  of  NimeguenJ' 

Voltaire,  if  altogether  to  be  credited,  "  defcribed  his  power  to  be  fuch  at  this  time,'  that  all 
Europe,  though  greatly  alarmed  at  his  tyrannical  proceedings,  was  afraid  of  feeming  to 
oppofe  him, — ^he  having  then  fixty  thoufand  failors;  which,  he  fays,  was  more  than  Eng- 
land and  Holland  palleiled  together  at  this  time^  with  upwards  of  one  hundred  ihips  of  the 
*^  line,  feveral  of  which  carried  one  hundred  guns,  and  fomc  more.  At  this  period  alfo,  he 
•*  conftrufted  or  fortified  the  famous  ports  of  Toulon  and  Breft,  at  an  immcnfe  expence ;  and 
**  Rochefort  alfo,  in  fpite  of  nature,  was  made  a  place  of  trade  and  naval  force."  He  eVen 
makes  Louis  the  inventor  of  bomb-ketches :  **  for  intending  this  fame  year  to  bombard 
Algiers  with  bis  fleet,  he  had  no  idea  how  it  was  poflible  to  fix  mortar  pieces  in  fliips,  for 
the  throwing  of  bomb  fliells,  or  any  where  elfe  but  on  folid  ground.  So  one  Rcnaud  in- 
vented veflels  without  decks,  having  a  falfe  deck  in  their  holds,  upon  which  hollow  places 
were  made  for  the  mortar  pieces,  with  which  he  demoliflied  part  of  Algiers.  This,  fays 
Voltaire,  being  dilcovercd  to  other  nations,  became  afterwards  terrible  to  France,  where 
•*  it  was  firft  invented." 

So  much  had  Colbert,  the  latb  prime  minifter  of  France,  applied  himfelf  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naval  affairs  and  commerce  of  France,  that  the  author  of  Colbert's  life  fays,  that, 
in  this, year,  the  town  of  St.  Malo  alone  fet  forth  in  one  month  fixty-five  well  rigged  Ihips  for 
the  Newfoundland  filhery,  befide  the  fhips  employed  to  the  Levant,  to  Spain,  and  to  the'  Weft 
Indies,  and  alfo  ten  fhips  now  on  the  ftocks. 

Pufi^endorf  obferves,  that  at  this  time,  the  French  King's  revenue  was  computed  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  livres  :  whereas,  he  obferves,  that  in  the  laft  age  it  did  not  a- 
mount  to  above  nine  or  ten  millions;  in  Henry  the  Fourth's  time,  to  .fifteen  millions  !  and 
in  the  year  1639,  to  feventy-fevcn  millions.  Which  vaft  difference  is,  in  part,  to  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  different  value  of  money  fince  thofe  times,  and  partly  alfo  to  the  great  taxes  impofed 
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1681  on  the  fubjefls :  but,  without  queftion,  the  chief  reafon  is,  that  France,  fincc  thofe  timcs^ 
has  found  out  new  ways  to  draw  money  out  of  other  countries. 

One  Andrew  Yarranton  now  publiihed  two  volumes  in  quarto,  entitled,  England's  Im«» 
provcmentby  Sea  and  Land:  amongft  other  points,  he  fliews,  **  that  tin  plates,"  i.  e,  iron 
plates  tinned  over,  '*  were  made  in  England  through  his  means ;  he  having  been  employed 
"  by  fome  gentlemen  to  go  to  Bohemia,  where  he  learned  the  manner  of  making  them. 
*'  When  he  returned  home,  he  fet  proper  perfons  at  work,  who  made  better  ones  than  any 
'*  he  had  fecn  abroad,  ^the  metal  being  better  and  the  plates  more  pliable.  £ut  a  patent  being 
**  obtained  by  fome  great  man  at  court  (who  had  found  out  the  fcheme)  for  the  folc  making 
*•  of  them,  that  manufafture  was  confequently  dropped  by  his  employers,  who  had  with  fo 
<*  much  charge  made  the  difcovery.*' 

That  manufafturc  remained  for  many  years  unpraftifed  in  England,  fo  that  amongft  the 
projefts  called  bubbles  of  tlie  year  1720,  we  Ihall  fee,  this  was  made  one  of  them:  yet  fince 
the  laft  named  year  the  making  of  tinned  plates  is  brought  to  greater  pcrfeftion  in  England 
tlian  m  any  other  part  ofthe  world. 

The  Protefiants  in  France,  being  daily  more  and  move  perfecutcd  by  their  moil  Chriftian 
Monarch,  King  Charles  the  Second  of  England  was  now  ad vi fed  by  his  council,  to  iffue  a 
proclamation  or  order  of  council,  promifing  to  thofc  of  our  religion  who  fliould  withdraw 
from  France,  ample  privileges  in  England  ;  in  confequcncc  of  which  confiderable  numbers  of 
them  came  hither,  even  before  the  final  revocation  of  the  famous  edift  of  Nantes,  in  the 
year  1685. 

So  great  was  the  ftrength  and  power  of  the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  at  this  time,  that  Sir 
William  Temple,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  their  affairs,  obferves,  *'  that,  befide  the 
eftablifliraent  or  conquefts  of  their  qompany  there,  they  have,  in  a  manner,  eredlcd  another 
'*  fubordinate  commonwcafth  in  thofe  parts ;  where,  upon  occafion,  they  have  armed  forty- 
five  fliips  of  war  and  thirty  thoufand  landmen,  by  the  modcfteft  computation.'*  MifceU 
lanea,  fecond  edition,  i68i. 

1682  '  After  the  Engliftt  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  had,  with  much  labour  and  charge  in  faftories 
and  fettlements,  eftablifhed  their  trade  with  the  natives ;  the  French,  from  Canada,  in  the 
year  1682,  whllft  our  company  were  building  a  fort  at  Port  Nelfon,  in  the  fouth  part  of  that 
bay,  came  privately  and  fuddenly,  with  two  Ihips,  into  the  river  of  Port  Nelfon,  and  fur- 
prized  our  company's  men,  difpofiefiing  tliem  of  that  fettlement,  and  carrying  them  prifoners 
to  Canada.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  any  French  veffcl  had  ever  failed  into  Hudfon's  Bay. 
But  thi^  being  a  piratical  expedition,  was  difowned  by  the  French  King,  who  promifed  fa- 
tisfaflion  to  our  company ;  though  whether  any  adequate  fatisfaAion  was  really  made,  does 
not  appear. 

Our  company  there  alfo  crefted  a  fort  at  Charlton  ifle,  whither  all  the  peltry,  &c.  was  ta 
be  brought  from  the  other  factories,  for  lading  the  (hips  from  England.  On  Albany  river 
and  on  Hay's  ifland  were  forts  and  faftorles  alfo  fjfttled  :  and  the  company  fent  urgent  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  governors,  by  all  means  to  endeavour  to  fave  the  great  expence  they  were  put  to 
in  tranfporting  annual  fupplies  of  provifions  from  England  ;  by  their  trying  to  raife  corn,  &c. 
in  that  country.  But  this  was  foon  found  to  be  impra£ticable,  by  reafon  of  the  intenfenefs  of 
the  cold  and  long  winters  tbere^  which  foon  deftroys  almoft  every  thing  fowed  or  planted 
in  it. 

They 
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1682      They  had,  by  this  time,  five  fettlcments  there,  viz.  that  on  Albany  River,  Hay's  Iflarxd, 
Rupert's  River,  Port  Nelfon,  and  New  Severn.* 

In  this  year  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  loft  one  of  the  beft  fa£tories  which  they  had 
ever  poflTeffed  in  all  India ;  occafioned  by  a  quarrel  between  the  old  King  of  Bantam  and  his 
fon.  It  was  unfortunate,  though  certainly  moft  equitable,  for  our  company  to  take  part  with 
the  father;  as  the  Dutch  Company,  on  the  contrary,  fupported  the  fon,  and  fent  their  forces 
to  his  afljftance  frbm  Batavia ;  by  which  meafurc  the  old  King  was  vanquifhed,  and  fhut  up 
in  prifon.  In  return  for  their  friendfliip,  the  young  King  gave  the  Dutch  poffcffion  of  the 
caftlc  of  Bantam,  which  commanded  both  the  town  and  port;  who,  thereupon,  drove  out  the 
Englifh  Company's  faftors  and  fervants,  and  have  ever  fince  pofleffed  that  place  to  this  day.— 
This  is  our  company's  account  of  that  affair ;  concerning  which  they  had  many  difputes  and 
conferences  with  the  agents  of  the  Dutch  Company  :  and  the  latter  publifhed  a  pamphlet  at 
London',  in  the  year  1688,  for  their  vindication  :  the  fubftance  whereof  is.  That  it  wai  not 
the  Dutch,  but  the.  young  King,  who  drove  tiie  Englifh  from  Bantam. 

On  the  other  fide,  our  company  made  it  but  too  plainly  evident,  that  the  young  King  was 
purely  the  Dutch  Company's  inftrument  for  that  violence,  which  enabled  them  to  engrofs  the 
entire  commerce  of  Bantam :  for  which  end,  and  at  the  fame  time,  they  got  him  to  expel  from 
thence  all  the  other  European  nations,  viz.  the  French,  Danes,  and  Portuguefe,  as  l}kcwifc 
^he  fubjefts  of  the  Mogul,  and  of  all  other  Indian  nations  ;  although  none  of  thefc  had  been 
parties  in  the  quarrel  between  father  and  fon.  Our  company  alleged,  moreover,  that  the 
Dutch  had  formerly  praftifed  the  like  in  a  fimilar  cafe  at  Macaflar ;  and  were  now  aftually 
doing  the  fame  in  a  difpute  between  two  Rajahs,  or  Princes,  on  the  Malabar  coafl.  It  would 
be  almoft  endlefs,  and  alfo  to  very  little  purpofe,  to  enlarge  on  the  qomplaints  of  our  com- 
pany againft  the  Dutch,  for  injuries  done  them  in  India;  or  the  Dutch  Compaiiy's  vindica- 
tion, in  anfvver  to  thofe  complaints ;  and  their  accufations,  in  their  turn,  of, wrongs  done 
them  by  the  Englifh  Company. 

The  Dutch,  by  obtaining  the  command  _of  Bantam,  became  entire  matters  of  the  weft  end 
of  the  great  ifle  of  Java,  as  Batavia  had  long  before  given  them  a  large  dominion  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  faid  ifland  :  yet,  befide  the  King  of  Materan,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Java,  there  are 
ftill  feveral  other  lefler  fovcreigns  remaining  unfubdued  by  the  Dutch  Company. 

In  the  fame  year  1682,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  firft  began  to  fortify  at  Bencoolen, 
in  the  great  ifland  of  Sumatra.  By  which  important  fettlement  they  have  preferved  to  Eng- 
land the  pepper  trade,  which  otherwife  woilld  have  been  loft  to  our  company  after  their  beings 
driven  from  Bantam.  This  fort  coft  our  company  for  compleating  it,  in  about  ten  years 
time,  no  fmaller  a  fum  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
X683  It  was  in  or  about  the  year  1683,  that  the  ufeful  conveyance  of  letters  and  parcels  by  the 
JV««y-P^  was  firft  fet  up  in  London  and  its  fuburbs,  by  a  private  undertaker,  named  Murray, 
an  upholfterer  by  trade;  who  afterwards  afTigncd  the  fame  to  one  Dbckwra,  who  carried  it  on 
fuccefsfully  for  a  number  of  years  ;  until  the  government  laid  claim  to  that  projeft,  as  con* 
ne£ked  and  partly  interfering  with  the  general  letter  or  poft-office,  which  was  a  part  of  the 
crown  revenue :  it  was  therefore  annexed  to  that  revenue ;  in  lieu  of  which  Mr.  Dockwra  had 
a  yearly  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  fettled  on  him  for  life,  But  the  firft  mention  we  find 
of  this  revenue  in  the  Statute-book  was  not  till  the  year  1711,  as  will  be  feen  under  that  year. 

It  was  in  the  year  1683,  that  moft  authors  reckon  the  French  monarchy  to  have  been  in  itg 
meridian  of  power  and  glory.    For,  in  this  year, 
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1683      The  produce  of  the  feveral  branches  of  their  revenue  was  reckoned  annually        Ltvres. 
toaniountto  - —  —  —  —  — -      ^      215,566,663 

•         And,  in  the  opinion  of  many  who  have  made  ftrifl:  enquiry  into  her  revenue 
iince  that  period,  £he  feems  to  have  gradually  funk  in  this  refpefl ;   fo  that, 
according  to  a  well  written  piece,  in  Englifh,  publiihed  in  the  year  1742,  en- 
titled,  An^Enquiry  into  the  Revenue  and  Trade  of  France,  the  annual  revenue 
thereof,  in  the  year  i733vdid  not  amount  to  more  than  —  —  140,278,473 


Difference  between  the  years  1683  and  1733  —  —  75,288,16a 

This  IS  indeed  a  very  great  difference  ;  and  yet  much  of  it  may  be  accounted  for  from  vari- 
ous caufes ;  and  more  efpecially, 

Firft,  From  tlie  unbounded  ambition  of -Lours  XIV.  m  draining  his  kingdom  of  men  and 
money,  for  carrying  on.  his  conquefts ;  it  being  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  ever  iince  his  inva* 
fion  of  Holland,  in  the  year  1672,  his  revenue  gradually  funk,  and  the  price  of  French  lands 
funk  with  it. 

Secondly,  Fjrom  his,  foon  after  this  time,  expelling^avaft  number  of  his  moft  induftrious 
Protcftant  fubjefts  ;  who,  befide  the,wealth  of  many  of  them,  carried  along  with  them  their 
arts  and  induflry ;  by  which  they  taught  the  nations,  who  wifely  as  well  as  pioufly  received 
them,  almoft  all  kinds  of  French  manufadures  :  hence  it  was,  that  France  foon  began  to  feel 
a  great  abatement  of  lier  exports  of  manuFadures,  both,  toi  England  and  Holland. 

1.  With  refpeftto  England^  France  formerly  fupplied  her  with  manufaflured         £. 
filks  of  all  forts,  to  the  value,  in  fterling  money^  of  about  —  —  600,000.  ^ 
But  now  none  at  aU. 

2.  With-linea,  fail-c!oth,  and  canvas,  to  about  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds.. 
But  fince  the  liigh  duties  were  laid  on^  French  goods,  amounting  to  a  prohibition, . 
thefe  are  partly  manufactured  at  home,  and  partly  imported  from,  Holland,  Ger- 
many, and  Rulfia,"  and  more  lately- from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  who  take  off  our 
own  goods,  &c.  in  return.      Deducting  therefore  about  two  huiKlred  thoufand  > 
pounds  for  French  cambricks,.  which,  in  time  of  peace,  are  faid  to  come  by  way  of 
Dunkirk,  &c.  the  clear  annual  lofe  to  France^in  this  article,  will  be  -—  500,000 

3.  Tn  beaver-hatsi  in  glafs,  watches,,  and  clocks  —  —  220,000 
Since  entirely  aur  own  manufaflures^,^  of  which  we  alfa  export  a  great  quantity. 

4*  In  paper  of  all  kinds,  of  wliich  we  now  make  much  at  home,  and  the  reft  we^ 
take  of  Hoi  land  .and  Genoa  — •  —  —  —  90,000:. 

5.  In  iron  ware,  which  we  formerly  had  from  Auvergne,  but; now  make  better 
and  cheaper  at  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  &c.  and  of  which  alfo  we  export  immenfa. 
quantities  to  our  plantations,  as  well  as  to  .variou*  parts  of  Europe  —  40,000  - 

6.  In  Ihalloons,  tammies,  .&c;  from  Picardy  and  Champagne^  now^iade  better  at ' 

home,  of  which  alfo  much  is  exported  —  —        -         _  150,000; 

7.  In  Jreiich  wines,  iaftead  of-which  we;  now  take  them  of  Portugal,  in  return 

ibr  our  own  manufaftures  —  — -  —  aoo,ooo. 

8.  In  French  brandies,  two  thoufand  tons,,  (which  is^lefs- than  formerly^  owing 
to  the  great  improvement  of  our  own  diAiUery,  and  to  the  much  increaiied  trade  for^ 
plantation  rum)  at  forty  pounds  p?r  ton  —  —  —  80,000 

Total  lofs,  per  annum,  to  France,  by  Englaiid's  fo  'greatly  improving  Iicr  raanu-  - 

fa£l ores,  and  turning  her  imports  into  more  jprofitable  .channels  *-«'         -« ■       2>88o,oco 
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1683  '  Brought  over     j^.  1,880,000 

With  rcfpe?!:  to  the  Dutch,  they  had  formerly  but  few,  and  moftly  inconfidcrablc 
manufaftures  of  their  own:  they  contented  themfelves  principally  with  being  the 
common  carriers  of  the  manufaftures  of  France,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  from 
one  country  to  another,  befide  their  Fmmenfe  fifliery  :  but  now  -they  make  vaft 
quantities  of  rich  filks  and  velvets;  befide  their  woollen,  linen,  and  paper  manu- 
fa£lures,  &c.  So  that,  according  to  Mr,  Burrifli's  Account  of  the  Dutch  Trade, 
they  do  not,  in  our  times,  take  ofF  above  half  the  quantity  from  France  they  for- 
merly did,  or  about  ,—  -^  -^  —  ^.—  6co,ooO 
2.  In  hats,  moft  of  their  finei:  ones  coming  from  England,  they  have  abated  about      21 7,000 

3.  The  like  in  glafs,  clocks,  watches,  and  houlhold  furniture,  chiefly,  of  late 
years  from  England,  faved  about  —  —  —  —  160^000 

4.  The  like  pf  fringes,  gloves,  and  paper  —  —  —  260,000 
c.  Linen,  canvas,  and  fail-cloth  .—  *  —  --  *i65,ooo 
6.  Saffron,  foap,  woad,  honey,  and  woollen-yarn,  abated  about              —  300,000 


Total  of  the  former  Dutch  imports  leflened  yearly  —  1,702,000 

Total  dccreafe  of  Englilh  and  Dutch  imports  from  France  yearly,  fince  about 
the  year  1683  -,_—,_  —  3,582,000 


If  fo  great  alofs  could  be  exaftly  afcertalned,  which  is  not  here  pretended  to,  though  pro- 
bably near  the  mark,  and  confidcring  alfo  all  the  other  conduA  of  Louis  XIV.  we  are  not 
much  to  be  furprized  at  the  decreafe  of  the  French  revenues  ;  even  after  allowing  much  for 
the  late  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  the  French  American  colonies,  and  alfo  of  their 
territory,  by  the  addition  of  Lorraine.* 

In  this  year,  the  Lady  Anne,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  married  to  Prince^George 
of  Denmark;  her  portion  being  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

The  Englilh  interlopers  to  Eaft  India  becoming  fo  very  numerous,  our  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany found  means,  in  this  fame  year  1683,  to  obtain  a  new  charter  trom  King  Charles  the 
Second,  being  his  fifth  charter  to  them  :  by  which  all  former  charters  were  confirmed,  and 
they  were  hereby  empowered  to  feize  on  llie  (hips  and  merchandize  of  the  faid  interlopers  ; 
with  the  forfeiture  of  one  half  to  the  King,  and  die  other  half  to  the  company,  who  were  alfo 
empowered  to  raife,  train,  and  mufter,  fuch  military  forces  as  they  iliould  judge  rcquifite ; 
and  at  their  forts,  fa£tories,  &c.  t6  exercife  the  martial  law.  Moreover,  for  redrefling  flie  in- 
juries and  wrongs  committed  on  the  high-feas,  or  to  be  committed  there  within  their  limits, 
a  court  of  judicature  might  be  erefted  by  the  company,  to  confift  of  one  civilian  and  two  mer- 
chants ;  who  were  to  determine  all  cafes  of  forfeitures  and  feizures,  of  ftiips  and  goods,  within 
their  faid  limits  ;  and  all  maritime  and  mercantile  bargains,  policies  of  infurance,  bills,  bonds^ 
contrails,  charter-parties,  wages  of  mariners,  trefpaffes  on  the  high-feas,  &c. 

Yet  the  people  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Hdena  beings  in  this  fame  year,  in'a  ftate  of  rebellion  and 
infurre£lion,  and  the  company  being  hereby  enabled  to  reduce  rhcm  to  obedience,  by  execu- 
ting certain  perfons  who  tumuhuoafly  refufedto  pay  certain  taxes,  which  thofe  people  alleged 
to  be  contrary  to  their  contraft  with  the  company,  when  they  firft  went  to  fettle  there,  a  great 
clamour  was  raifcd  by  their  widows  and  relatione ;  whofc  cafe  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  two  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1685,  that'Houfc  voted,  what  tlie  company  had 

4B  z  .thereby 


564  -AN    HISTORICAL     AND    CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

1683  thereby  done  to  be  arbitrary  and  illegal,  which  created  the  company  many  enemies.  Their 
ftock,  however,  in  this  year  1683,  was  fold,  or  jobbed,  from  three  hundred  and  futy  to  five 
hundred  per  cent. 

In  the  fame  year  1683,  the  army  of  the  Turks,  inftigated  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth  of  France, 
and  by  the  Hungarian  malecontents,  and  encouraged  by  the  fceblcnefs  of  the  Emperor  Leo- 
pold, made  their  way  through  Hungary,  and  fat  down  before  Vienna,  with  one  hundred  and 
^  fifty  thoufand  men.  The  taking  of  this  city  would  have  opened  a  way  for  the  Turks  and 
French  to  conquer  a  great  part,  if  not  die  whole  of  Germany.  The  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an 
event,  made  almoft  all  Europe  tremble,  and  England  in  particular,  whilft  her  monarch  cared# 
for  nothing  but  his  pleafures  and  arbitrary  power.  Providence,  however,  fruftratcd  thofe  great 
cnterprizes,  by  the  marchiiig  of  the  army  of  John  Sobiefki,  King  of  Poland,  to  join  the  Duke 
of  Lorraine  with  the  Imperial  army :  in  confequence  of  which  the  fiegc  of  Vienna  was  raifed, 
and  the  Turks  forced  precipitately  to  retreat  through  Hungary,  tliereby  lofing  all  tliat  they 
had  before  conquered  in  that  kingdom. 

Soon  after  this  event,  tlie  Imperialifts  got  pofleflion  of  all  Tranfylvania,  as  the  Venetians 
did  of  all  the  Morea,  and  the  city  and  territory  of  Athens,  as  alfo  the  ifle  of  Scio;  which^ 
however,  they  again  loft  iq  the  year  following.  This  ifland,  could  they  have  held  it,  would, 
in  fome  meafure,  have  cut  off  the  maritime  communication  of  the  Turks  with  their  territories 
in  the  Archipelago,  Aiia,  and  Egypt^  Thus  the  Ottoman  power  now  received  a  confiderable 
'  ^  check,  which,  for  two  centuries  paft,  had  gradually  extended  their  boundaries  as  far  as,  and 
in  fome. parts  further,  than  the  Roman  empire  had  done,  in  its  meridian  glory,  northward^, 
eaftward,  and  (buthward ;  but  the  Turks  have  never  yet  been  able  to  get  ground  weftward, 
iiotwithftanding  all'their  bold  efforts  not  only  againft  the  eaftern  ihores  of  Italy,  but  alfo  by 
this,  and  the  preceding  renowned  fiege  of  Vienna. 

In  this  year,  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlain,  a  phyfician,  and   one  Robert  Murray,  both  great 
projeftors,  made  a  mighty  ftir  with  their  fcheme.  For  a. bank  for  circulating  bills  of  credit  on 
merchandize  to  be  pawned  therein,  and  for  lending  money  to  the  induftcious  poor  on  pawns, . 
ai  fix  per  cent,  intereft : — But  it  came  to  nothing. 

In  this  fame  year.  King  Charles  fent  Lord  Dartmouth,  attended  by  that  able  man,  Mr*. 
Pcpys,  fecretary  of  the.  Admiralty,  with  twenty  (hips  of  war,  utterly  to  demolifh  the  town,- 
caftle,  and  mole  of  Tangier,  and  to  choke  up  its  harbour.     It  was  faid  to  have  been  flrong 
when  the  Portugucfe. delivered  it  up  to  England,. in  the  year  1662;  but  it  was  fo  greatly  im- 
proved in  ftrengthby  King  Charles,  as  to  be  deemed  almoft  impregnable.     He,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  its  haven  and  our  (hipping, .  conftrufted  a  fuperb  mole,  the  extremities  whereof  are  faid ' 
to  have  run  out  fix  hundred  yasds  into  the  fea ;  and  its  ftones  were  fo  ftrongly  cemented  toge- 
ther, as  if  ithad  beenone  entire-rock)  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  drill  it  iii  many  ^^rts,  and' 
Uow  it 'Up  piece-meal,  by  which  it  took  up. fix  months  in  effe£ting  its  entire  demolition.-* 
The  mole  had  ^been  -made  extremely  commodious  for  our  Shipping  and  commerce^  by  rcafon  of  ^ 
its  fituation  on  the  African  (ide  of  the.Straife's  mouth. 
1684       In  April  1684,  the  Lord  Dartmouth  returned  to  England,'  with  the  garrifoh,  artillery,  and  i 
ftoresi     **^  Hereby,"  fays-Rapinf^  **  the  King  was  freed  from  a  .confiderable  annual  expence  ;  . 
and  tlic  garrifon,  moftly  confifting  of  Popifh  x>fficers  and  foldicra,  fcrved  to  augment  the 
King's  forces  at  home,  thereby  keeping  in  awe  thofe  .who  were  impatient  of  the  yoke;'*-^  - 
As  fevcral  towns  on  the  fame  (hore  are  ftill  held  by  Spain^nd  Portugal,  Tiangier  would  pro-  - 
kably,  at  (bis  day,  ,have  becalefs  an  obje£t  of  jealoufy  to  tlie  other  .European  powers  than  ; 
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1684  Gibraltar  is  on  the  oppofite  ftiore  :  but,  whether  its  harbour  and  {ituation  on  the  fouth  (hore, 
where  the  current  is  faid  to  run  much  ftronger  into  the  Streights  than  on  the  oppofite  Ihore, 
would  have  in  all  refpefts  equally  anfwered  our  commercial  and  political  ends,  is  a  point  we 
will  not  prefumc  to  determine.— Yet  we  imagine  it  will  fcarcely  be  denied,  that  our  retaining 
it,  along  with  Gibraltar,  would  have  been  a  conliderable  additional  fccurity  to  our  commerce ; 
and  poflibly  alfo  an  augmentation  of  our  naval  power  and  influence,  by  keeping  conftantly  a 
fquadron  of  Ihips  in  fo  fecure  a  port.  Leaving  this  point,  however,  for  ftatcfmcn  to  deter- 
mine, we  fhall  only  add  what  fome  hiftorians  further  relate,  viz.  That  the  rubbifh  of  the  de- 
mplifhed  mole,  and  of  the  walls  of  the  town  being  thrown  into  the  harbour,  has  foeffedtually 
choaked  it  up,  that  it  can  never  hereafter  be  a  commodious^ort ;  which,  however,  is  at  leaft 
doubtful  till  a  trial  fhall  be  attempted; 

Mr.  Burchett,  in  his  Naval  Hiflory,  relates,  **^  that,  by  our  King's  direflion,  there  "were  - 
**  buried  amongfl  the  ruins  a  codfiderable  number  of  milled  crown  pieces  of  "his  majefly's 
**  coin ;  which,  pollibly,  many  centuries  hence,  may  declare  to  fucceeding  ages,  that  the  place 
**  was  once  a  member  of  the  Britifh  crtipire.*'     And,  let  us  jqfl  f^abjoin,  who  can  tell  but  : 
,  that  hereafter  it  may  be  judged  the  interefl  of  the  Britilh  empire  to  re-aflume  its  right  to  that 
port  ?     More  efpecially,  if  what  is  faid  by  fome  be  true,  that  the  foundations  of  its  demolifh- 
ed  mole,  as  well  as  of  its  walls,  remain  entire ;  and  that  it  is  very  poflible  for  its  jiayen  to  be  - 
entirely  cleared  of  the  rubbifh.     ProfefTor  Oakley,  in  his  Account  of  South-wefl  Barbary,  , 

thinks^  it  would  be  an  enterprize  worth  attempting,  and  eafily  to  be  efFefted,  to  recover  the 
f  faid  place  again.  For,"  fays  he,  •*  if  two  thoufand  men  were  to  go  v/ith  three  men  of  war 
"  and  two  bomb-ketches,  they  might  make  themfelves  mailers  of  it  in  twenty- four  hours 
**  time:  for,  upon  the  heaving  of  a  fcore  of  bombs,  not  one  foul  of  the  Moors  would  ftay 
"  within  the  town,  and  then  the  foldiers  might  land  at  pleafure,  who  would  have  nothings 
**  elfe  to  do  but  to  plant  their  guns  on  the  walls,  and  by  night  to  empty  a  few  places  of  tlie^~ 
"  ditches  that  are  filled."  - 

The  French  hitherto  mifmanaged  their  Eaft  India  Company  :  for,  althougli  they  preferved  - 
the  figure  of  a  great  focicty,  yet  they  were  found  to  be  little  better  than  bankrupt  in  this  year 
1684;  when,,  upon  a  full  ftate  of  their  circumftances,  it  plainly  appeared,  they  had  aftually - 
run  out  half  their  capital,  or  about  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     Whereupon  it 
was  now  refolvcd  to  put  that  company  upon  a  new  bottom,  laying  afide  the  method  of  cham- 
bers of  direftors  in  the  fea  ports,  which  had  been  fet  up  in  imitation  of  the  Dutch  company,  . 
and  to  place  its  entire  management  in  twelve  direftors,  refiding  at  Paris,  with  proper  fa- - 
Hries.     This  company  had,'  in  the  year  1670,  furrendered  their  property  of  the  ifle  of  Mada-  - 
galcar ;  and  their  King,  in  the  year  1685,.  ij^ confirming  their  new  conflitution,  left  them  at 
liberty  either  to  rcfume  the  Madagafcar  colony,  or  to  leave  it  in  his  hands,  and  they  chofe  the  - 
latter. 

Ther6  were  feveralcaufes  of  the  Company's  misfortunes;  a^,  their  war  with  Holland  from*- 
2672  to  1678,  the  mercenary  management  of  their  fervants  in  India,  and  efpecially  their  in- 
termeddling fo  boldly,  agreeable  to  the. genius  of  their  nation,  in  the  affeirs  of  the  kingdom  of  * 
Siam :  whereby  the  King  of  Siam  was  murdered  in  his  palace,  and  tiie  FrcncJi  garrifon  totally 
deflroyed,  after  they  had  been  at  the  expence  of  fending  thither  a  fquadion  of  fhips,  with  land  I 
forces,  for  making  that  King,  like  their  own,  more  abfolute  than  th6  people  liked  him  to  be, 
aad  flattered  themfiilYCs  with  converting  all  Siam  to ^  their  Chrifliaii  religion.    This  was  the 
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1684  ^^tc  of  that  company  when  Ront  Chartrain  fucccedcd  Colbert,  as  prime  miniftcr..  He  was 
far  from  being  a  friend  to  this  company,  as  will  briefly  appear  hereafter. 

In  this  thirty-fixth  year  of  King  Charles  II.  and  in  the  year  1648,  we  have  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Pollcxfen's  argument,  as  fo  termed,  in  a  printed  cafe  brought  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany againft  Thomas  Sands,  ah  interloper  j  who  had  fitted  out  a  (hip  for  India,  without  being 
Jicenfed  by  that  Company. 

Firfl;  Sands,  in  his  defence,  pleaded  a  ftatiite  of  the  eighteenth  of  King  Edward  III.  cap. 
aii.  whereby  it  is  enaftcd,  ''  That  the  feas  (hall  be  open  for  all  merchants  to  pafs  with  their 
-**  merchandize  wherever  they  pleafe. 

Setiondly,  "  The  ftatute  of  twenty-firft  of  King  James,  cap.  iii.  declaring  all  monopolies 

« 

***  tb  be  againft  the  common  law.  "^ 

Thirdly,  "  That  the  grant  of  any  folc  trade  whatever  is  contrary  to  Magna  Gharta,"  (ninth 
of  King  Henry, III.  cap.  xxx.)  **  and  to  divers  other  ancient  ftatutes,  as  the  twenty-fifth  of 
King  Edward   III.  cap.  ii. — the  fecond  of  King  Richard  II.  cap.  i. — and  the  eleventh  of 
that  King,  cap.  vii.  both  which  enaft  ;    that  all  letters  patent  and  commands,  to  the  con- 
trary of  the  freedom  of  commerce,  Ihall  be  void.'* — Then  he  proceeds  to  (hew,  **  that  an 
Eaft  India  Company  is  a  true  monopoly,  as  defcribed  by  our  law  books  ;  and  is  not  like  the 
Turkey,  Rufiia,  and  Hamburg  companies,  where  there  is  no  joint-ftock,  but  every  mem- 
ber ufes  his  own  trade,  buys  and  fells  his  own  commodities,  and  has  his  own  fervants  and  - 
**  faflors.     Thefe  companies  only  order  what  fhips  fhall  go,  but  leave  to  every  member  to 
fend  his  merchandize  at  his  own  will  and  pleafure ;  and  no  man  is  jefufed  to  be  free  of  their 
companies  that  has  a  mind,  paying  fome  fmall  fum  for  his  freedom. — But  this  Body-Poli- 
tic, the  Invifible  Corporation,  trades  perhaps  for  a  million  fterling  yearly.     Their  laft  three 
fales  that  they  made  came  to  one  million  eight  hundred  tboufand  pounds,  and  nobody  hath 
**  thefe  commodities  bat  they..    No  man  can  vote  in  their  company  unlefs  he  has  five  hundred 
•*  pounds  ftock,  which  cofts  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  bought." 

In  fhort,  his  lordfhip  laboured,  not  unfuccefsfuUy,  to  prove  tlie  company  to  be  a  true  mo- 
nopoly, and  Sands  to  be  innocent,  as  the  company  was  not  eftablifhed  by  any  a£t  of  Parlia- 
ment. Yet  tlie  King's  prohibition  for  the  (liip  not  to  fail^  obliged  Sands,  after  a  year's  fuf- 
•  pence,  to  fell  off  his  Ihip  and  cargo,  with  great  lofs.  The  Ihips  and  goods  of  fome  other  inter- 
lopers, as  they  were  tlien  ftiled,  were  likewife  feized  and  confifcated  in  the  following  reign,  in 
the  years  1686  and  1687:  but  they  took  out  no  licence  from  the  company.  All  which  was 
^lecided  againft  the  fpirit  and  maxims  of  our  common  law,  purely  for  fupporting  a  lawlefs  pre- 
Togative  in  the  crown  ;  which,  under  a  better  monarch,  fix  years  after  this  time,  was  agreed 
to  be  legally  difclaimed. 

About  this  time,  according  to  Dr.  P'Avenant's  Eflay  upon  Ways  and  Means  of  fupplying 

the  War,  London-1695,  the  Poor  Rate,  or  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  poot  of  England, 

rame  to  about  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  pounds  yearly  :  and,  England  being  cer- 

Itainly  richer  than  it  was  then,  it  is  the  general  opinion,  that,  in  our  days^  it  cofts  the  nation 

about  two  millions  of  money.     And  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  widi  our  author,  "  that,  as  this 

money  is  managed  in  moft  places,  inftead  of  relieving  fuch  as  are  truly  poor  and  impotent, 

which  the  law  defigns,  it  ferves  only  to  nouriflx  and  continue  vice  and  floth  in  the  nation.'* 

Such  a  patriot-fpirit  may,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  fome  time  or  other,  ftart  up  in  the  great  council  ^ 

of  the  nation,  as  (hall  be  able  to  devife  an  effeftual  means  of  obviating  the  too  juft  objeftions 

;againft  the  prefent  legal  metliods  of  providing  for  our  poor,  fo  as  to  fave  the  nation  thegreateft 
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1684  part  of  the  expcnce,  and  at  the  fame  time  find  ufcful  employment  for  the  grcatcft  part  of  the 
faid  poor,  now  maintained  in  floth  at  the  public  expence. 

Louis  XIV.  of  France,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  glory,  delighted,  even  fomewhat 
before  this  time,  to  exert  his  infolent  fuperiority,  by  heaping  public  difg^ace  on  feebler  Hates. 
Of  this  we  have  a  pregnant  inftance  with  refpeft  to  his  treatment  of  the  noW  much  decayed  re- 
public of  Genoa.  He  pretended,  in  the  year  1682,  that  the  republic  had  held  certain  fecret 
pradlices  with  the  Spanifh  governor  of  Milan,  of  which  he  accufcd  and  admonilhed  them  by 
his  Ambaflador  St.  Olon, 

Firft,  It  feems  the  Duke  of  Mantua  had  made  a  treaty  with  Louis,  to  take  all  the  fait  he  ufed 
in  his  country  from  France.  St.  Olon  demanded  of  Genoa  not  only  a  free  paflagc  for  the  faid 
fait  through  their  territories,  but  alfo  leave  to  ereft  magazines  thereof  at  Savona. 

Secondly,  He  demanded,  that  the  republic  (hould  pay  to  the  heirs  of  the  Count  de  Lavagne, 
•     formerly  a  rebel  Genoefe,  who  were  then  fettled  in  France,  the  amount  of  the  efFefts  which  • 
that  Count's  rebellion  had  made  to  be  forfeited  to  the  ftate. 

Both  thefe  modeft  demands  were  juftly  looked  on  with  indignation  by  the  Genoefe,  more 
cfpecially  that  of  the  fait,  as  interfering  with  their  own  commerce.     The  French  author  of  the 
Hiftory  of  Genoa,  ncvcrthelefs  adds, — "  that  although  this  demand  might  indeed  feem  fome- 
*^  what  uncommon,  yet  the  republic  oil  this  occaiion  ought  to  have  yielded  in  favour  of  a  ' 
*'  prince  now  looked  upon  by  all  the  world  as  the  arbiter  of  tiie  fate  of  Europe." 

There  was  yet  a  third  inftance  of  infolence,  which  exceeded  both  the  former,  viz.  Louis's  • 
declaration, — that  in  cafe  Genoa  Ihould  fend  to  fea  the  four  newgallies  they  had  juft  built,  he 
would  conftrue  it  as  an  hoftility  againft  himfdf,  and  \vould  in  that  cafe  feize  on  all  their  lliips 
and  efFefts  wherever  they  could  be  found.     In  fliort,  Spain  having  broke  with  France  in  the  * 
year  1684,  ^^^  ^he  Genoefe  having  rcfufed  to  comply  with  the   above-named  arbitrary  de- 
mands, and  putting  themfelves-  under  the  proteftion  of  Spain,  Louis  determined  to  bring  . 
down  their  pride,  as  he  termed  it,  by  bombarding  their  ftately  capital- city,  and  laying  it  almoft 
entirely  in  afties,  with  his  bombs  and  cannon,  and  tliereby  alfo  deftroying  multitudes  of  her 
citizens.     Not  content  witli  this  cruel  proof  of  his  power  ami  refentment,  he  obliged  the  re- 

1685  public,  by  a  treaty,  in  the  year  1685,  to  fend  the  reigning  Doge,  or  head  of  their  ftate,  to 
come  in  his  ducal  robes  to  Vcrfailles,  with  four  of  the  principal  fcnators,  there  folcmnly  to 
afk  pardon  of  tlie  Grand  Monarch,  in  the  moft  abjeft  manner.  They  were  thereby  alfo  bound 
to  difarm  their  new  gallies,  and  to  reduce  their  naval  force  to  its  former  ftate,  viz.  of  fix  gal- 
lies  only  :-<-fo  low  was  this  ftate  now  fallen,  whofe  naval  power  had  formerly  Iwen  the  terror 
of  all  the  ftatcs  on  both  fides  the  Mcditerraneaii,  They  were  moreover  obliged  to  difcharge 
all  tlie  Spanifti  troops  quartered  on*  their  territories,  to  renounce  the  league  with  Spain,  made 
fince  1683,  and  finally,  to  pay  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns  to  the  heirs  oi  their  above-men- 
tioned rebel  fubjeft,  &c.  After  their  humble  compliance  with  thcfc  and  fuch-like  moderate  = 
articles,  this  god-hke  monarch  condefcended  to  permit  tliis  miferably  flialtereJ  people  to  cxift 
as  a  free  ftate. 

The  unparalleled  article  of  obliging  the  reigning  Duke  or  Doge  of  Genoa,  who  reprefents  > 
^  the  majetty  of  the  rqmbJic,  to  leave  the  featof  fover^ignty,  and  in  his  robes  of  ftate  to  abafe  • 
himfelf  before  the  Grand  Monarch,  occafioned  a  well  known  witty  repfy  of  that  Doge  to  a 
qucftion  of  a. French  courtier,  who  alking  him,  **  which  was  the  greateft  rarity  of  a!l  the  fine 
**^  things  liehadfeen  atPaiisr"  which. after  his  humiliation,  Louis  had  commanded  to  be  * 
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1685  fl^ewn  to  him,  facctioufly  replied,  "  that  he  thought  himfclf  the  grcatcft  rarity  he  had  fccn  at 
•"  Paris." 

We  are  now  come  to  the  famous  Revocation  of  what  was  before  deemed  the  perpetual  and 

irrevocable  Edift  of  Nantes  :  by  which  edift  the  Protcftants  in  France  enjoyed  the  free  and 

.public  toleration  and  cxercife  of  their  religious  mode  of  worfliip,  and  of  their  faith,  do£lrine, 

•and  difcipline.     A  revocation  which,  on  one  hand,  proved  very  lamentable  to  many -hundred 

thoufands  of  honeft  and  innocent  people  in  that  kingdom ;  more  efpecially  to  J'uch  as,  by  age 

*     ^^nd  infirmities  of  body,  were  difabled  from  feeking  an  afylum  elfewhere  :  but  which,  on  the 

•other  hand,  was  produftive  of  much  good  to  almoft  all  the  Proteftant  countries  of  Europe  ; 

but  more  efpecially  to  the  commerce  of  Holland  and  England,  whilft  it  greatly  diftiirbed  that 

of  France,  and  deprived  her  of  great  fums  of  money  carried  away  by  thofc  refugees  into  other 

countries. 

It  is  neither  our  province  nor  intent  to  defcrlbe  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  motives  for  fctting 
on  foot  a  cruel  perfecution  of  fo  many  of  hisbeft  and  mod  induftrious  fubjefts  ;  of  which  fo 
much  has  been  written  and  publiflied  in  moft  European  languages  ;  our  proper  province  being 
purely  to  (hew  its  very  confiderable  influence  on  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  other 
nations  of  Europe. 

The  people  whom  Louis  thus  violently  forced  out  of  his  kingdom  were,  generally^  through- 
out all  France,  the  beft  merchants,  manufaflurers,  and  artificers;  of  that  kingdom.  There 
are  very  various  accounts  of  the  total  number  of  them  :  thofe  who  reckon  up  all  who  retired 
from  France  feme  time  before,  as  well  as  immediately  upon,  and  alfo  fome  years  after,  this 
revocation,  got  fo  high  as  one  million  of  men,  women,  and  children.  This  poflibly  may  be 
an  exaggerated  calculation.  Others,  as  thefuppofed  illuftrious  and  royal  author  of  the  Me- 
moirs of  Brandenburgh,  reckoning  only  thofc  who  withdrew  immediately  upon  the  faid  revo- 
cation, make  their  number  fomewhat  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons  :—**  carry- 
**  ing  with  them  their  induftry  and  their  Ikill  in  manufafture  to  thofe  places  of  refuge.  — • 
**  Thofe,"  fays  he,  **  who  had  moft  money,  retired  into  England  and"  Holland:  but  the  moft 
**  induftrious  part  of  them  fettled  in  Brandcnbufgh  ;  whither  they  brought  all  forts  of  manu- 
'  **  faftures  which  we  before  wanted,  by  erefting  fabrics  of  cloth,  ferges,  ftufFs,  druggets, 
'**  crapes,  caps,  ftockings,  hats  ;  and  alfo  the  dying  of  all  forts  of  colours. — They  were  in 
*  number  about  twenty  thoufand  at  firft  ;  but  they  foon  multiplied  ;  and  foon  alfo  made  am- 
**  pie  returns  to  their  generous  benefaftor  the  Eleftbr  Frederic  William.  Berlin,'*  adds  the 
fuppofed  royal  hiftorian,  **  now  had  goldfmiths,  jewellers,  watchmakers,  and  carvers  ;  and 
^*  fuch  as  were  fettled  in  the  open  country  planted  tobacco,  and  variety  of  fruits  and  pulft. 
••  That  great  Eleftor  allowed  the  refugees  an  annual  penfion  of.forty  thoufand  crowns,  which 
**  to  this  day."  Others  make  the  total  number  of  refugees  to  be  eight  hundred  thoufand.  A 
part  of  the  fuburbs  of  London,  fays  Voltairt,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  (meaning 
Spitalfields)  was  peopled  entirely  with  French  manufafturers  in  filk.  For  other  arts,  fome 
thoufands  of  them  helped  to  people  the  fuburbs  of  Soho  and  St.  Giles's.  Others  of  them 
carried  to  England  the  art  of  making  chryftal  in  perfeftion,  which  for  that  fame  reafon,  was 
about  this  fame  time,  loft  in  France.  He  fays,  in  vol.  1.  that  "  only  fix  hundred  thoufand 
fled  from  the  perfecution  of  Louis  ;  carrying  with  them  their  riches,  their  induftry,  and  im- 
"  placable  hatred  againft  their  King.  And  wherever  they  fettled,  they  became  an  addition  to 
^  the  enemies  of  France,  and  greatly  inflamed  thofe  powers  already  inclined  to  war." 

It 
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i68|  It  may  fcem  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  more  of  them  did  not  fettle  in  England,  confidering 
the  general  liberty  of  this  free  nation  ;  yet,  through  the  too  general  and  impolitic  averfion  of 
the  Englilh  to  all  ftrangers,  even  though  fufFering  for  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  their  mo- 
nopolizing corporation  cities  and  towns ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  great  immunities,  &c. 
allowed  them  in  Holland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  Pruffia;  we  are  not  to  wonder  that 
-not  above  fifty,  thoufand  of  them  did  aftually  fettle  in  England;  where,  inftcad  of  doing  us 
hurt,  they  have  proved  a  great  and  manifeft  bleiling,  by  improving  fome  of  our  ancient  arts 
and  manufaftures,  and  likewife  by  introducing  various  new  ones.  Others,  however,  think, 
that,  in  all,  there  were  fettled  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  at  lead  feventy  thoufand  of  thofc 
refugees. 

France,  by  its  profitable  com,mcrce  with  England,  &c.  having  acquired  great  riches  in  the 
times  preceding  this  revocation;  did  not  immediately  feel  the  bad  efFe£ts  of  driving  out  fo 
many  induftrious  merchants,  manufafturers,  and  artificers;  yet,  in  procefs  of  time,  fhe  found 
her  manufaftures  and  inland  trade  greatly  decayed  in  confcqueucc  of  it.  The  Englifh  people, 
afl'ifted  by  thofe  refugees,  having  eftabliflied  feveral  French  manufafturcs  and  fabrics  never 
before  made  in  England  ;  and  which  we  fhall  never  more  take  from  France,  as  we  have,  in 
iTtoft  cafes,  excelled  our  teachers  in  them.  But  as  many  of  thofe  refugees  were  eminent  mer- 
chants  and  raanufafturcrs,  and  did  undoubtedly  bring  along  with  them  much  money  and 
efFefts,  I  have  feen  a  computation  at  the  loweft  fuppofition  of  only  fifty  thoufand  of  thofe 
people  coming  to  Great  Britain,  and  that,  one  with  another,  they  brought  fixty  pounds  each 
in  money  or  efFefts  ;  fo  that  they  added  three  millions  fterling,  to  the  wealth  of  Britain. 

The  author  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Edift  of  Nantes,  printed  at  Delft,  in  the  year  1695,  takes 
fpecial  notice  of  the  great  number  of  civil  officers  who  had  been  in  the  French  King's  fervice; 
fo  confiderable  as  to  fill  all  the  courts  of  Europe  with  them.  That,  moreover,  fo  many  of 
the  young  nobleflc,  trained  tip  for  the  army,  withdrew  at  the  fame  time^  as  to  form  whole 
companies  of  foldiers  in  the  Dutch  and  Brandenburg  fervice.  In  England,  even  in  King 
James  the  Second's  reign,  large  coUeftions  were  made  for  the  refugees  ;  who,  at  the  revolution, 
by  King  William's  acceffion  to  the  throne^  had  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  yearly  each  fettled  on 
fuch  as  cither  were  perfons  of  quality,  or  were,  through  age,  &c.  unable  to  fupport  themfelves. 
To  the  French  refugees  England  owcfrthe  improvement  of  feveral  of  its  manufaftures  of  flight 
woollen  fluffs,  of  filk,  linen,  paper,  glafs,  hats,  (the  two  laft  fince  brought  to  the  utmoft 
pcrfeSion  by  us.)  The  filks' called  alamodes  and  luftrings  were  entirely  owing  to  them ;  alfo 
brocades,  fattins,  black  and  coloured  itiantuas ;  black  paduafoys,  ducapes,  watered  tabbies, 
black  velvets  ;  alfo  watches,  cutlery  ware,  clocks,  jacks,  locks,  furgeous  inftruments,  hard- 
ware, toys,  &c. 

The  two  firft  Kings  of  Pruflia  caufed  coUeftions  to  be  made  for  them  throughout  their  do- 
miuions  ;  they  alfo  fettled  ftipends  on  their  clergy,  built  them  churches,  granted  tiiera  immu- 
nities from  taxes  and  offices :  fo  wife  were  thofe  Princes,  as  aSually  to  have  placed  their  agents 
on  the  confines  of  France,  for  eondu£ting  thofe  refugees  to  Brandenburg,  bearing  their  ex- 
pences  all  the  way.  They  alfo  fettled  great  numbers  of  them  in  their  aew  kingdom  of  Pcuffia, 
which  was  tlien  bi»t  tliin  of  people.;  there  they  had  lands  affigned  them,  gratis  and  tax  free,  as 
alfo  in  Brandenburg  :  in  Berlin  they  have  fince  built  many  new  ftreets,  and,  as  above,  greatly 
improved  the  whole  country,  by  manufafture,  arts,  agriculture,  &c.  Thofe  Kings  divided 
them  into  colonies,  and  appointed  them  magiftrates  of  their  own. 
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The  great  Eleftor  Frederic  Williafn  allowed  them  a  yearly  penfton  of  forty  thoufand 
crowns  :  he  brought  in  the  ufe  of  poll  houfes,  till  then  unknown  in  Germany.  The  ftreets 
of  his  towns  were  paved,  and  enlightened  by  lanthorns  ;  for  till  then  the  courtiers  were  oblig- 
ed 10  go  In  ftilts  to  Potfdam,  when  the  court  rcfided  tliere,  becaufe  of  the  heaps  of  dirt  in  the 
ftreets. 

*^  Nothing,"  ffays  Monfieur  Huel,  faid  to  have  been  the  author  of  certain  Memoirs  of  the 
Dutch  Comtncrce)  ••  has  mcrcafed  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  manufa£^ures  of  Holland  fo  much 
**  as  the  French  Proteftant  Refugees,  who  were  almoft  all  of  them  merchants  and  artifans." 
And  even  this  French  and  Popifh  Bifhop  adds,  that  *•  whenever  trade  is  clogged  or  conftrain- 
«*  ed  in  any  country,  it  will  retire  to  other  countries  where  it  can  have  more  iafety."  The 
author  of  The,Hiftory  of  the  Edift  of  Nantes,  alfo  obferves,  "  that  the  liberality  of  tlie  States 
**  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  tbofe  innocent  refugees  was  fo  great,  that  it  can 
**  fcarcely  be  too  amply  defcribed.  They  fettled  a  fund  for  an  incredible  number  of  penfions 
to  military  officers,  gentlemen,  and  miniflers ;  and  for  fupplies  to  virgins  and  ladies  of 
quality.  Great  furas  alfo  were  raifed  for  fupporting  their  poor,  for  whom  liberal  colledions 
were  made  in  all  their  towns  and  villages :  and  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  were 
bright  examples  for  that  charity,  both  before  and  after  they  became  monarchs  of  Britain. 
••  The  Prince  of  Eafl  Friefland  alfo  teflified  his  zeal  for  their  relief?* 

> 

Voltaire,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  chap,  ii*  fays,  *•  that 
near  fifty  thoufand  families  left  France  in  the  fpace  of  three  years,  and  were  afterwards  fol- 
lowed by  others ;  who  introduced  their  arts,  manufaftures,  and  riches  among  flrangcrs : 
that  almofl  all  the  north  part  of  Germany  (a  country  hitherto  rude  and  void  of  induflry) 
received  a  new  face  from  the  multitude  of  refugees  tranilated  thither.;  peopling  entire 
cities,  where  fluffs,  lace,  hats,  flockings,  formerly  imported  from  France,  were  now  made.'* 
Neither  were  the  Proteflant  Caritons  of  Switzerland  lefs  kind  and  bountiful  to  fuch  of  thofe 
good  people  who  took  fhelter  araongft  them  ;  by  fupplying  them  with  every  neceflkry,  and 
tjven  by  fettling  penfions  on  them.  In  a  few  months  after  this  revocation,  the  city  of  Geneva 
doubled  her  inhabitants :  yet,  lefl  France  fhould  refent  it,  the  raagiflrates  were  obliged  to 
fend  them  away  again.  The  Landgrave  of  Heile-Caflel  received  them  in  great  numbers,  and 
was  extremely-kind  to  them.  Even  the  Lutheran  Princes  received  them  kindly,  and  ere£led 
churches,  fcliools,  and  hofpitals  for  them;  particularly  the  Princes  of  Lunenburg,  the  free 
cities  of  Germany,  the  Margrave  of  Bareith,  &c.  They,  in  fhort,  freed  themfelvcs  through- 
out' every  other  part  of  Europe,  where  any  degree  of  freedom  or  toleration  of  private  judg- 
ment, in  matters  of  religion,  was  allowed,  as  in  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Livonia,  Po- 
land, and  Ruflia.  Some  even  wandered  as  far  as  our  American  colonies  :  and  wherever  they 
were  received  they  became  a  fubflantial  bleffing  to  their  bcnefaftors,  by  improving  their  trade 
and  manufaftures :  moreover,  many  of  them  having  been  eminent  merchants,  fuch  of  thofe 
who  fixed  in  England  and  Holland,  fettled  correfpondencies  all  over  the  world,  greatly  to  the 
increafe  of  commerce. 

On  this  intcrefling  fubje£^,  we  can  fcarcely  judge  it  a  digrcflion,  in  joining  with  Pcnfionaiy 
De  Witt,  in  his,  fo  often  quoted,  Intereft  of  Holland,  in  behalf  of  the  freedom  of  toleration 
of  religion,  •*  as  being  highly  conducive  to  the  increafe  of  commerce; — to  the  prcferving  onr 
people  at  home, — and  the  alluring  of  flrangers  to  come  and  fettle  with  us.  For,"  adds  he> 
all  civilized  people  mufl  be  fuppofed  to  pitch  upon  fome  outward  fervice  of  God  as  the  beft^ 
"  and  to  be  averfe  from  all  pther  forms :  and  fuch  perfons  will  abhor  even  to  travel,  and 
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1685  "  much  more  to  refide  in  countries  where  they  arc  not  permitted  to  fcrve  God  outwardly, 

"  after  the  manner  they  like  beft.     Yet  the  clergy,  almoft  every  where  but  in  Holland,  having 

•*  a  fettled  livelihood,  which  depends  not  on  the  politic^  welfare  of  the  land,  do,  through 

•*  human  frailty,  teach  and  preach  up  all  that  caii  have  a  tendency  to  their  own  credit,  profit, 

**  and  eafe,  even  though  it  be  to  the  ruin  of  their  own  country,'*     He  then  goes  on  to  fhew 

how  they  perfccute  diflenters  from  them,  odio  ther>logico^  as  he  phrafes  it :  **  whereas,"  adds 

he,  **  all  Chriilian  clergymen  ought  to  reft  fatisfied,  according  to  tlieir  mailer's  doftrine,  with 

**  enlightening  and  pcrfuafion  alone,  and  (hould  be  far  from  compullion,  either  by  fpiritual 

*'  or  bodily  punifhments.     How  prejudicial  fuch  coercive  praftices  arc,  efpecially  in  rich  trad- 

*'  ing  cities,  Lubeck,  Cologne,  and  Aix-la-Chapelle  may  inftrufkus;  where  both  the  rulers 

*'  and  fubjcQs  of  thofe  lately  fo  famous  cities,  have,  lluce  the  reformation,  loft  raoft  of  their 

**  wealth,  chiefly  by  fuch  compullion  in  religion  :  many  of  their  inhabitants  being  driven  out, 

*^  and  flrangers  likewife  dilcouraged  from  coming  to  refide  in  them  in  confequence  of  it. 

In  this  firft  year  of  King  James  the  Second,  an  a£l  of  Parliament,  cap.  iv.  granted  to  him 
new  duties  on  tobacco  and  fugar  :  and  this,  we  muft  obfcrve,  was  the  firft  time  that  tobacco 
andfugar,  of  our  own  colonies,  were  particularly  taxed  byname:  there  being,  till  now,  only 
twelve-pence  per  pound,,  pr  five  per  cent.  laid  on  them  under  the  general  name  of  poundage, 
as  on  all  other  imported  goods.  But,  fince  this  time,  thofe  two  moft  valuable  commodities 
have  proved  very  confiderablc  aids  fo  the  nation,  in  its  revenue. 

French  merchz^ndise  being -prohibited  to  be  imported  into  England,  in  the  year  1678,  as 
we  have  feen,  for  three  years  to  come,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  fefiion  of  Parliament,  and 
there  having  been  no  Parliament  during  the  remainder  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  reign  ; 
King  James  the  Second,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  having  great  occafion  for  the 
friendihip  of  the  French  King,  for  enabling  him  to  accompfifh  the  two  grand  points  he  had 
in  view,  viz.  the  eftablifhing  of  Popery  and  of  ilefpotic  power  in  England,  got  an  aft  of  Par- 
liament pafled,  cap.  vi.  abfolutely  to  repeal  the  faid  prohibition.  Whereupon  enfued  an  in- 
undation of  French  commodities,  to  the  value  of  above  four  millions  ftcrling,  within  the 
compafs  of  lefs  than  three  years  time;  whereby  all  the  evils  formerly  complained  of  were  re- 
newed ;  fo  that  the  nation  would  have  been  foon  beggared,  had  it  not  been  for  the  happy  re- 
volution, in  the  year  1688 ;  when  all  commerce  with  France  was  efFeftually  barred. 

The  firft  volume  of  the  authentic  treatiie,  entitled.  The  Britiih  Mercliant,  p.  319,  gives  it 
us  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  that  the  linen  alone  imported  in  the  year  1686,  was  valued 
at  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  four- 
teen fhillings  and  ten  pence,  befide  clandeftine  importations  theret>f.  And  at  a  medium  of 
three  years,  viz,  in  the  years  1686-7-8,  there  were  annually  imported  from  France,  viz* 
urines,  eighteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons ;  brandy,  four  thoufand  tons. 

And  ibid,  p.  325-6,  at  a  medium  of  three  years,  annually^  in  value  imported  from  France^ 

Linen&y                —                _  .    —  — 

Luftrings  and  alamodcs,  — .  -^  -^ 

Other  filk  fabrics ,  •—  —  — 

Paper                —  —  —         /  — ' 

Totals 
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700,000 

0 

0 

212,500 

0 

0 

500,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

1,462,500 

0 

0 
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1685       Such,  however,  were  the  kind  returns  of  Louis,  to  our  then  King,  that  but  two  year* 
after  this,  viz.  in  the  year  1687,  he  prohibited  the  importation  of  iiioft  6f  our  woollen  ma- 
iiufaflures  into  France.     Yet  fo  violently  bent  was  James  on  purfuing  the  two  grand  points 
above-named,  that,  though  naturally  inclinable  to  favour  commerce,  yet  he  facrificcd  the  grear 
interefts  of  his  kingdom  rather  than  give  them  up. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  xiv*  the  revenue 
of  the  General  Poft-office,  (and  afterwards  alfo  twenty-four  thou&nd  pounds  yearly  out  of  the 
hereditary  excife)  was  fettled  on  the  Duke*  of  York  and  his  heirs  male.  In  this  firft  year  of 
the  lafi-named  Prince's  reign,  by  the  name  of  King  James  the  Second,  his  obfcquious  Par- 
liament enafted,  cap.  xii.  that  both  thofe  revenues  fhall  hereafter  be  to  him,  his  heirs,  and> 
fucccffors,  one  entire  and  indefeafible  cftate  in  fee-fimple.  So  tliat  the  faid  Poft-office  revenue 
was  made  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  private  eftate  for  ever,  and  therefore  is  never  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  him  to  Parliament,  as  all  public  revenues  are4  It  was  now  eftimated  at  iixty* 
five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

For  the  encouraging  of  (hip-building,  greatly  decayed  in  Newcaftle,  Hull,  Yarmouth,  Ipf- 
wich,  and  other  ports  of  England  on  the  eaftern  coafts,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  employing, 
for  many  foreign  built  (hips  in  the  coal  trade,  (this  is  far  from  being  fo  in  our  days)  and  otlier 
inland  or  coafting  trades  ;  there  was  a  duty  of  five  fhillings  per  ton  laid  on  all  fuch  fhipping, . 
in  this  firft  year  of  King  James  the  Second,  by  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xviii,  one  half  thereof 
to  be  for  the  ufc  of  the  clieft  at  Chatham,  and  the  other  totlie  corporation  of  Trinity-houfe^ 
towards  the  relief  of  wounded  and  decayed  feamen,  their  widows  and  children^ 

The  weftern  fuburbs  of  London  continually  increafing,  more  efpecially  in  the  parifli  of  St,- 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  on  a  parcel  of  ground  called  Kemps-field,  whereon  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  feveral  new  ftreets  were-erefted  ;  the  inhabitants 
had,  in  this  year  1685,  obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament^  cap.  xxr  to  enable  tliem  to  ereft  the 
fame  into  a  diftinft  parilh  by  the  name  of  St.  Anne's  within  tlie  liberty  of.  Weftminfter,  and 
to  tax  themfelves  for  finifhing  their  new  church  of  that  name. 

And  in  the  fame  year  another  aft  of  Parliament,  (the  laft  aft  pafled  in  King  James's  raign, 
cap.  xxii.)  erefts  another  parifh  in  the  faid  fuburb&>  to  be  called  St.  James's,  in  the  liberty  pf 
Weftminfter;  till  now  part  of  the  aforefaid  pariih  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields.  It  appears  by 
that  aft,  that  the  Earl  of  St.  Alban's  (Henry  Jertnyn,  then  deceafed)  and  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  new  ftreets  called  Jermyn  Street,  &c.  in  a  place  formerly  called  ?t.  James's  Fields, 
had  been  at  the  expence  of  above  feven  thoufand  pounds  for  erefting  their  new  church  and 
laying  out  their  church  yardi  but  not  having  yet  finifhed  the  faid  church,  nor  a  manfion- 
houfc  for  its  minifter,  &c.  they  were  hereby  enabled  fo  to  do  by  a  rate  on  the  inhabitants.  It 
appears  by  this  aft,  that  feveral  parts  of  this  new  parifh  were  not  then  built  up  into  ftreets, 
which,  however,  are  fo  in  our  days. 

^  At  this  time,  and  particularly  in  this  fame  year  1685,  tliere  was  not  a  little  written  both 
in  England  and  Holland,  on  the  fubjeft  of  making  fea  water  frefti.  Propofals  were  made 
and  patents  granted  for  the  fame,  as  being  of  fo  great  a  benefit  for  failors  on  long  voyages.. 
Yet  even  to  this  day,  notwithftanding  various  later  propofals,  there  has  been  no  efFeftual 
progrefs  made  therein  ;  though,  from  fome  fucccilive  difcovcries,  this  projeft  rather  offers* 
hopes  of  future  fuccefs. 

In  this  firft  year  of  King  James  the  Second's  reign  he  coined  gold  of  twenty-two  carats  fine, 
and  two  carats  allay,  into  forty-four  pounds  ten  fhillings  by  tale,  per  pound  of  gold^  viz.  into 

pieces 
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^685  pieces  of  ten,  twenty,  and  forty  (hillings,  and  five  pound  pieces  ;  and  his  fitver  coins  con- 
tained in  a  pound  weight  of  the  old  ftandard,  into  fixty-two  ihillings  by  tale,  viz,  crowns, 
half  crowns,  Ihillings,  fix-pences,  groats,  two-pences,  and  pence.  The  ftandards  the  fame 
as  in  our  days. 

Pope  Innocent  XI.  being  loaded  with  fo  vaft  a  debt  to  his  fubjefta,  as  forty  millions  of 
Roman  crowns,  (which  at  five  (hillings  and  fix-pence  ftcrling  each,,  made  eleven  millions 
fterlingj  he  poffibly  took  the  following  reduftion  fcheme  from  what  bad  beea  done  by  thc^ 
States  of  Holland  thirty  years  before,  viz.  in  the  year  1655,  as  we  have  (hewn  under  that> 
year;  and  as  m  Britain  has  been  often  done  fince,  and  particularly  the  firft  time  in  the 
year  17 16. 

For  that  Pope  finding  that,  in*  the  year  1685,  his  faid  great  debt,  with  an  intereft  of  only 
four  per  cent,  thereon,  had  rjfen  in  current  price  to  be  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-two ' 
per  cent,  he  firft,  warily,  provided  a  ready  cafli  of  three  or  four  millions  of  crowns;  and- 
thereupon  iflued  a  declaration,  that  fuch  as  would  for  the  future  be  fatisfied  with  an  intcrefl: 
of  three  per  cent*  inftead  of  four,  fliould  declare  their  confent  by  a  limited  time ;  and  that  fuch 
as  chofe  rather  to  be  paid  ofFtheir  principal  debt,  might  come  and  receive  it.     This  option 
made  all  the  creditors  accept  of  the  propofals  of  continuing  at  three  per  cent,  by  payments  of 
half  per  cent,  every  two  months,  rather  than  take  their  principal  money.     And  it  feems 
though  the  intcreft  was  thus  reduced;  the  principal,  in  a  very  (hort  time  after,  rofe  at  market 
to  one  hundred  and  twelve  per  cent.     Vide  Bi(hop  Burnet's  Letters  and  Travels,  andalfo* 
(from  him)  Paterfon's  Wednesday's  Club  in  Friday  Street; 

This  is  the  fecond  inftance  of  the  good  fuccefs  of  a  National  Sinking  Fund,  in  Europe. 

In  France  an  exclufive  company  being  eftabliflied  for  a  trade  to  the  river  of  Senegal,,  on  the 
weft  coaft  of  Africa,  for  gum,  gold  duft,  flaves,  leather,  wax,  &c.  from  Cipe  Blanco  to  the  • 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  year  1679;  they  were  further  confirmed,  in  168 1^  by  the  name 
of  the  Royal  Senegal  Company. 

But,,  in  the  year  1685,  the  French  King's  declaration  taking  notice  that  the  faid  Senegal 
Company  poflcfled  an  exclufive  trade  for  an  extent  of  above  fifteen  hundred  leagues  of  coaft,. 
and  thereby  excluded  all  his  other  fubje£ts  from  trading  in  the  above  commodities,^  as  alfo  in« 
negro  (laves  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  Weft  India  colonies  :  (this  laft  was  the  true  fecret)  he 
now  eftabliflies  a  Guinea  Company,  for  twenty  years, -for  negroes,  gold  duft,  &c.  exclufive 
of  all  others,  from  the  river  Serra  Leone  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  leaving  to  the  before- - 
named  Senegal  Company  all  the  coaft  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Serra  Leone. 

On  this  occafion,  it  will  be  no  digreilion  to  remark,  the  great  alteration  which  the  tranf* 
plantation  of  animals,  as  well  as  of  vegetables,  makes,  by  the  difference  of  climate,  air,  lati« 
tude,  &c. .  The  Portuguefe  fettled  in  Angola,  &c.  on  the  African  coaft,  in  a  few  generations 
gradually  contra£l  the  complexion  of  the  natives,  even  their  woolly  hair,  thick  lips,  and  flat 
nofes:  and  negroes  born  in  Europe  become  gradually  more  light  coloured.    Our  Englifh 
maftiff  dogs  are  known  to  degenerate  on  the  continent.     Spanifh  horfes  do  tlie  fame  in  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies ;  yet  in  Chili  alone  they  are  faid  to  meliorate  the- breed.     By  tranfplant- 
ing  the  vines  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  rich  wine  of  the  Canaries  was  firft  produced  : : 
fome  fay  alfo,  that  from  the  faid  vine,  tranfplanted a  fecond  time  to  the  Dutch  colony  at  the- 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  been  produced  that  moft  delicious  Cape  wine;  though  others  thmk. 
it  fprung  from  a  Burgundy  vine.     The  China  oranges,  which  are  fent  in  fuch  immenfe  quan- 
tities from  Portugal  all  over  Europe,  came  originally  from  a  China  plants  and  have  fince  been. 
S  tranfplanted). 
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►16S5  tranfplantcd,  and  profper  in  Spain  and  Italy.  And  the  fame  may  be  obferved  of  many  oflicr 
fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables,  which,  through  the  advantages  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
all  theJ  countries  of  Europe  now  enjoy,  though  unknown  to  older  times. 

Although  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  affairs  were  faid  at  this  time  to  have  been  fo 
-profperous,  that  its  profits  in  nine  years  time,  viz.  from  1676  to  1685,  amounted  to  nine 
hundred  and  fixty-^liree  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pounds ;  yet,  as  all  thipgs  oa 
►earth  are  unflable,  a  reverfe  of  fortune  happened  at  this  very  period. 

It  feems  the  Indians  had  killed  fomc  of  this  company's  people  at  Hughley,  in  the  Bay  of 
JBengal,  and  that  thereupon  their  governors  commenced -war  againft  the  Mogul. 

The  company  alleged,  that  the  proper  origin  of  this  war  was  the  falfe  reports,  indaftrioufiy 
spread  by  the  interlopers,  againft  them ; — fuch  as,  that  the  compauy  was  fallen  under  the 
Jifpleafure  of  our  King  ; — that  our  nation  at  home  was  under  great  <lifturbances ; — and  that 
they  themfelvcs  (the  interlopers)  were  the  true  company.  They  alfo  had  corrupted  many  of 
the  company's  fervants,  whereby  a  revolt  had  been  occafioned  at  Bombay,  and  alfo  at  St, 
Helena,  where  they  fet  up  for  thcmfelves.  The  company  further  urged,  that  this  dividing 
the  Englifh  intereft  in  India,  not  only  made  the.  Mogul's  governors  and  rajas  break  through 
all  their  ancient  engagements  and  ftipulations  with  the  company,  and  thereby  deprive  them  of 
many  valuable  privileges  in  India,  but  even  extorted  great  fums  of  money  from  both  parties. 
For  the  company  alleged,  that  the  interlopers  fubmitted  to  any  impofitions,  fo  as  they  might 
vcarry  on  the  trade;  they  having,  moreover,  formerly  giyen  a  handle  to  the  Dutch  to  expel 
the  company  from  Bantam,  in  the  year  1682. 

All  which  coiifideraiions  being  laid  before  King  James  the  Second,  and  it  being  apprehend- 
ed, that,  unlefs  fome  efFeftual  care  was  fpeedily  takeii,  the  whole  Englifh  intereft  in  India 
would  be  utterly  loft.;  a  fhtp  of  war  was  immediately  difpatched  to  India,  with  orders  to  feize 
on  all  interlopes,  and* therewith  a  proclamation  froip  the  King  for  all  his  fubj«6ls  in  India  to 
repair  to  the  company's  forts  and  faflories,  and  to  fubmit  to  their  jurifdiftion.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  company  feiit  out  feveral  warlike  flrips  for  the  faid  purpofe, 

Laftly,  For  corroborating  the  whole,  on  the  twelfth  of  April  1686,  that  King  granted  them 
a  new  charter,  being  their  fixth  fince  the  reftoratioii;  wherein  he  recites,  at  large,  the  five 
preceding  charters,  and  fubjoins,  "  l^hat,  whereas  feveral  perfons,  in  contempt  of  thole 
**  charters,  have,  of  late  years,  prefuraed,  without  licence  from  the  company,  to  fend  out 
-^*  fhips  and  to  trade  within  their  limits,  to  the  company's  great  damage  and  the  deftruftion 
•*  of  that  trade ; — ^he,  wejl  weighing  how  highly  it  imports  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the 
^*  realm  to  redrefs  fuch  diforders,  and  to  improve  that  trade  to  the  utmoft:  and  being  fully 
"**  fatisfied,  that  the  fame  cannot  be  maintained  and  carried  on  to  national  advantage,  but  by 
*•  one  general  joint  ftock ;  and  that  a  loofe  and  general  trade  will  be  the  ruin  of  th  whol^  : 
•*  being  alfo  fatisfied,  that  the  faid  trade  had  been  managed  by  the  faid  company  to  the  honour 
*'  and  profit  of  this  nation:  and  being  defirous  to  encourage  the  company  in  their  difficult 
**  and  hazardous  trade  and  adventures  to  thofe  remote  parts.  He  ratified  all  the  preceding 
*'  charters,  in  their  favour,  for  ever;  and  in  their  fu Heft  extent,  notwithftanding  any  ruDn- 
-*'  ufer,  mifufcF,  or  abufcr :  and  further  grants  to  the  company,  and  their  refpeftive  prefidents, 
**  agents,  chiefs,  and  councils  in  India,  or  to  any  three  of  them,  (whereof  fuch  prefident, 
^'  agent,  or  chief,  to  be  cie)  power  to  adminifter  to  all  perfons,  employed  by  the  company, 
**  the  oath  taken  by  every  freeman  of  the  company,  and  fuch  other  lawful  oaths  as  their  Court 
^  of  Direftors  ftiall  appoint.     The  ufc  of  the  marfhal  law  fiiall  exteiid  to  the  ifie  of  St.  He- 

"  lena. 
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1685  **  Icna,  and  to*  the  company's  fort  of  Pryaman,  on  tlie  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra,  as  well  as  to- 

"  their  other  limits. 

**  And,  further,  underftanding^  that  mafny  of  the  native  princes  and  governors  pf  India, 
^*  &c.  taking  opportunity  from  the  diviflons,  diilraftions,  or  rebellions  amongfl  the  Eoglilh, 
•«  occalioned  by  the  late  licentious  trading  of  interlopers,'*  (this  was  the  firft  time  that  the 
word  interlopers  was  ufed  in  a  royal  charter)  "  have  of  late  violated  many  of  the  company's 
♦*  privileges;  furprized  their  fervants,  fhips,  and  goods;  befieged  their  faftories ;  invaded 
•*  their  liberties;  and  have,  many  other  ways,  without  juft  caufe,  abufed  their  chiefs  and 
"  faflors,  to  the  nation's  dilhonour ;  for  all  which  the  company  intends  to  demand  fatisfac- 
•*  tion,  in  a  peaceable  way ;  and,  if  not  obtained  that  way,  to  ufc  force  of  arms,  wherein  they 
*'  will  have  occafion  to  ufc  their  fhips  in  a  warlike  manner.  Wherefore  the  King  hereby 
*^  grants  full  power  to  the  company  to  appoint  admirals,  vice  admirals,  rear  admirals,  cap- 
*'  tains,  &c.  from  time  to  time,  who  may  raifc  and  muftcr  feamcn  and  foldiers,  on  board 
**  their  (hips,  as  (hall  be  direfted  by  the  company,  or  by  their  captain-general  in  India,  who 
J*  may  feize  on  and  compel  all  Englifh  interlopers  to  fubmit;  and  may  take  their  fliips  and 
*'  goods  :  alfo  to  make  war  on  fuch  Indian  Princes  as  may  hurt  the.  company.  And  in  time 
•^*  of  open  hoftility  with  any  Indian  nation,  &c..they  may,  on  the  other  fide  the  Cape  of 
**  Good  Hope,  ufe  the  martial  law  on  board  their  fliips,  as  well  as  on  land :  refcrving,  how- 
"  ever,  liberty  to  the  King,  at  pleafuce,.  to  revoke  this  grant  of  martial  law  in  their  (hips. 
**  The  company  may  alfo  coin  in  their  forts  aoy  fpecies  of  money  ufually  coined  by  the 
"  princes  of  thofe  countries  only;  fo  as  it  be  agreeable  to  the  flandards  of  thofe  princes,  in 
**  weight  and  fincnefs;  and  that  they  do  not  coin  any  European  money; — and  that  all  fuch 
**  money,  fo  to  be  coined  by  tliem,  and  not  otlierwife,  (hall  be  current  in  any  city,  town, 
**  port,  or  place,  within  the  company's  limits." 
r686  In  confequencc  of  the  great  power  given  to  the  company  by  this  charter,  they  proceeded 
rigoroufly  againft  the  interlopers  ;  who,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the ir^ abettors  and  agents,  did 
not  fail  to  raife  a  great  clamour  againft  tlic  company,  who,  however,  continued  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  thofe  powers  till  after  the  acceflion  of  King  William  to  the  throne. 

As  Jamaica  was  hitherto  principally  inhabitec]  by  the  military  men,  and  their  offspring, 
who  had  pofTefled  it  ever  fincc  it  was  taken  in  the  year  1656,  thofe  people,  as  generally  dif- 
liking  agriculture,  betook  themfelves  to  cruiiing  at  fea  againft  the  Spaniards,  on  the  American 
feas,  even  after  peace  had  been  concluded  between  England  and  Spain,  in  America ;  and, 
allured  by  the  wealth  acquired  thereby,  they  continued  that  illegal  practice  throughout  all  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  to  this  time,  and  got  the  appellation  of  the  Buccaneers 
of  Jamaica;  fome  of  whofe  bold  exploits  againft  the  Spanifh  towns  and  ports  in  Mexico,  &c. 
would  pafs  for  mere  romances,  had  they  not  been  too  well  known  by  both  nations. 

In  this  fame  ytar  1686,  the  French,  though  at  peace  with  England  in  Europe,  marched 
'from  Canada,  over  land,  and  furprized  four  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  forts ;  fo  that 
there  only  remained  to  us.  the  fort  at  Port  Nelfon :  and  this  is  the  firft  time  the  French  found 
the  way  over  land,  from  Canada  to  that  Bay. 

In  November,  this  fame  year,  the  Kings  of  England  and  France  concluded  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  neutrality  for  America;  (vide  vol.  i.  p.  246,  of  A  General  Colle£lion  of  Treaties, 
fecond  edition,  1732,)  whereby. 

Articles  I.  and  11.  "  It  was  agreed,  that  there  (hould  be  between  them  a  firm  peace,  as 
**  wcU  in  South  as  in  North  America^  in  both  continent  and  iflands^  by  fea  and  land  :  and 

that 
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1^86  ^^  that  no  fhips  of  either  nation  fhall  be  permitted  to  invade  or  attack  the  dominions  of  the 
**  other  in  America. 

'III.  "  Nor  (hall  any  foldiers,  or  armed  men,  living  either  in  the. Englifh  or  French  Ame* 
**  rican  iflands  and  colonies,  commit.anyaA  of  hoiliHty  or  damage  to  either  party ;  nor  IhaH 
**  they  give  any  affiftancc  or  fupplies  of  men  or  victuals  to  the  wild  Indians,  with  whom  eitlier 
^*  King  Ihall  have  war. 

IV.  V.^^*  Both  Kings  fhall  retain  and  poflcfs  all  the  dominions  and  prerogatives  they  now 
^*  enjoy  in  Ameiica.  And  therefore  the  fubjefts,  inhabitants,  commanders,  and -mariners  of 
•*  each  King,  Tefpeftively,  (hall  abfolutely  abftain  from  trading  to,  or  fiftiing  in  all  or  any 
**  of  the  places  fo  poffefled,  or  which  (hall  be  poflefled  by  the  other ;  either  in  iheir  havens, 
**  bays,  creeks,  roads,  or  other  places.  And  fliips  or  veflels  »found  fo^trading  or  fifbing  as 
**  aforefaid,  (hall  be  confifcated  with  their  ladings : — Always  provided,  that  the  freedom  of 
**  navigation  be  in  no  manner  difturbed,  wl)ere  nothing  is  committed  againft  the  genuine 
*•  fenfeof  this  treaty. 

VI.  *•  Ships  of  war,  as  well  as  merchant  (hips,  being  forced  through  ftrefs  of  weather,  or 
"  purfued  by  pirates  and  enemies,  or  through  any  other  urgent  neceffity,  to  take  fhelter-into 
••  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  havens,  ports,  &c.  belonging  to  the  other  in  America,  (hall  be 
"  treated  kindly,  protcfted,  and  fupplied  with  rcfrelhments  and  all  things  needful,  at  reafon- 
**  able  rates  ;  and  may  depart  whither  and  when  they  (hall  pleafe.  Provided  they  do  not  break 
*•  iTulk,  nor  fell  any  of  their  ladings,  nor  receive  any  merchandize  on  board,  nor  employ 
**  themfelves  in  fi(hing;  under  the  forfeiture. of  (hips  and  goods.  But  before  they  enter  fuch 
•*  ports,  they  (hall,  at  coming  in,  hang  out  die  flag  of  their  nation,  and  (hall  alfo  give  notice 
"  of  their  fo  coming  in,  by  firing  a  cannon  thrice,  or,  if  they  have  no  cannon,  a  mu(ket 
^*  thrice :  qtherwife  they  (hall  forfeit  as  above. 

VII.  "  Ships  of  cither  nation,  ftranded  or  (hipwrecked,  (hall  have  friendly  aififtance  and 
'     •«*  relief. 

VIII.  **  But  if  three  or  four  (hips  together  te  driven  into  the  ports  of  either  nation,  fo 
"  as  to  give  juft  ground  of  fufpicion ;  they  (hall  (lay  no  longer  than  the  governor  or 
"  otlKr  magiftrate  of  fuch  port  will  allow  them,  after  fupplying  them  with  necc(raries  as 
*'  above. 

IX.  **  The  King  of  Great  Britain's  fubjefts,  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher,  may  fetch 
**  fait  from  tlie  fait  ponds  there.  As,  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  fubjefts  of  St.  Chrif- 
**  topher's  may  enter  into  the  rivers  of  the  great  road,  to  provide  themfelves  with  water. 
"  But  both  thefe  mutual  permiflions  muft  only  be  done  in  the  day  time.  And  they  (hall 
^'  ^n  both  fides  hang  out  their  flags  and  fire  a  cannon  thrice,  &c.  as  in  the  fixth  article." 
St.  Chriftophcr's  (as  wc  have  already  (ecn)  was  equally  divided  between  England  and 
France. 

X.  *'  Neither  nation  (hall  harbour  the  barbarous  or  wild  inhabitants  or  (laves,  or  the 
**  goods  which  they  may  have  taken  from  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  nation ;  nor  (hall  they 
^*  proteft  them. 

XI.  '*  The  governors,  officers,  and  fubjefts  of  either  nation  (liall  not  raoleft  nor  difturb 
"**  the  fubjefts  of  the  other,  in  fettling  their  refpeftive  colonies,  and  in  their  commerce  and 
^*  navigation. 

XII.  XIII.  "  The  (hips  of  war  and  privateers  of  either  nation  (hall  be  (Iriftly  ehjoined  not 
to  injure  the  other,  as  ihall  alfo  their  privileged  companies:  otherwife  they  (hall  be  punifh- 

*«  cd. 
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1^6  "  cd,  and  alfo  fati$fy  for  all  damages. — For  which  end,  they  fliall  be  obliged,  before  they  re- 

**  ceive  their  commiilions,  to  give  focurity  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or 

**  thirteen  thoufand  livres  :  and  if  any  fuch  (hip  has  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  men»  then 

"  for  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  twenty-fix  thoufand  livres  t  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their 

**  commillions.— Alfo  the  lliip  iliall  be  liable  to  make  fatisfaftion  for  injuries  and  damages 

**  done  by  her. 

XIV.  **  The  governors  and  officers  of  either  nation  Ihall  be  ftf idly  enjoined  to  give  no 
<*  afliftance  nor  prote&ion  to  any  pirates,  of  what  nation  foevcr  they  may  be  :  and  (hall 
**  alfo  punilh,  as  pirates,  all  fuch  as  ^all  fit  out  any  fhip  without  lawful  commiffion  and  au- 
**  thority. 

XV.  "  No  fubjefts  of  either  King  (hall  take  a  commiflion  or  letters  of  mart  for  privateer- 
^*  ing  in  America,  from  any  prince  or  ftate  with  which  the  other  is  at  war 4  otherwife  he 
**  (hall  be  punifhed  as  a  pirate. 

XVI.  "  The  French  King's  fubjefts  (hall  have  liberty  to  fi(h  for  turtles  in  the  ifland  of 
*'  Cayaman."— A  fmall  ifland  weft  of  Jamaica. 

The  other  four  suticles  are  of  no  importance,  being  only  the  ufual  forms  of  provifos,  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture  between  the  two  nations,  or  of  complaints  of  differences  arifing  on  either  fi^de  in 
America. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee,  by  this  remarkable  treaty,  how  egregiouily  the  French  King  impofcd  oA 
bis  dupe.  King  James.     For, 

Firft,  The  American  ifles  belonging  to  France,  were  then  much  more  feeble  than  ours  ; 
and  as  the  Buccaneers  from  Jamaica  might  poilibly  have  made  very  free  with  them,  Jamc$ 
hereby  gave  them  entirely  up  as  pirates. 

Secondly,  Thcuii  pe^idetis^  hereby  ft  ipulated,  fecu  red  to  France  the  pofledion  of  fome,of 
her  colonies,  to  which  England,  till  now,  had  ftrong  pretenfions. — And, 

Thirdly,  It  may  be  faid,  that,  by  this  pacification,  France  had  an  advantageous  refpite  for 
the  improving  of  both  her  ifland  and  continent  coloaies  in  America,  and  of  which  (he  made  a 
vety  good  ufe  to  our  coft. 

Fourthly,  Here  is  no  mention  of  the  four  forts  taken  from  our  company  in  Htidfon*s  Bay; 
not  known  in  England  when  this  treaty  was  concluded. 

We  muft,  however,  on  the  other  hand^  obferve,  tliat  by  thefe  treaties  of  peace  and  neutral"* 
ity,  fdr  America : 

Firft,  Between  Spain  and  Holland,  in  1648J 

Secondly,  Between  Portugal  and  Holland,  in  1661. 

Thirdly,  Between  England  and  Spain,  in  1670.     And, 

Fourthly,  The  laft  named  treaty  between  England  and  France ;  the  pofleflions  of  thofe^  fe- 
veral  .potentates,  in  America,  were  aicertained,  and  the  fi:eedom  of  commerce  in  thofefeaswas 
more  firmly  eftablifhed  than  had  hitherto  been  eflfe£):ed. 

The  Dutch  being,  in  this  year  x686,  at  war  with  the  Algerines,  the  latter  were  (hamefully 
encouraged  therein  by  King  James  II.  of  England,  who,  for  fome  time,  permitted  them  the 
life  of  his  ports,  and  to  fell  their  prizes  in  England  ;  whereby  they  had  opportunities,  as  ob* 
ferved  by  Burchett,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  to  go  out  as  they  pleafed,  and  to  cruife  againft  the 
Hollanders,  from  whom,  in  thcfpace  of  fix  month*?,  the  Algcrincs  took,  in  or  near  the  Chan- 
nel, libove  thirty  rich  merchant  (hips« 

V.«J:..n.  4D  Accori^ 
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1686  According  to  Sir  William  Petty*s  fourth  Eflay  oiv  Political  Aritbmetlcy  liceiifed  in  the  yezr 
16869  and  printed  in  the  'year  1687,  the  proportion  of  the  eight  under-named  cities,  as  ta 
their  number  of  inhabitants,  is  as  fbllowsi  viz* 

LfOndon,  -  -  -  -  696,000 

Paris,  •  -  -  •  .      488,000* 

Arofterdam  «  -  -  -  187,000* 

Venice,  -  -  -  -  134,000* 

Rome,  -  -  -  -  125,000 

Dublin^  -  -  -  ^  69,00a 

Rouen  -  -  -  -  66,000* 

Briftol  V.  -  .  48,000* 

N.  S.  He  makes  the  medium  of  the  annual  burials  at  London  to  be  twenty-three  thoufand^ 
two  hundred  and  twelve,  which  number  multiplied  by  thirty^  as  one  perfon  out  of  every 
thirty  is  generally  foppofed  to  die  in  London  in  a  year,  gives  fix  hundred  and  ninety-fix  thou* 
fand  three  hundred  and  fixty . 

This  humour  of  magnifying  London,  and  of  leilening  Paris  and  other  foreign  cities,  was 
probably  pleafing  to  the  King  ;  but,  I  conceive,  was  far  from  being  juft;  And  with  refpe£t 
to  London's  medium  of  burials,  furely  the  bills  of  mortality  in  our  time  muft  be  egrcgioufly 
erroneous,  iff  after  fo  many  thbufand  houfes  have  been  added  to  London,  it  does  not,  per- 
haps, much  exceed  that  number*  This,  therefore,  could  anfwer  no  good  end,  and  was  only 
deceiving  ourfelvesr  Poflibly  every  one  of  the  faid  cities  marked  thus  *  are  confiderably  under 
computed,  but  more  efpeoially  Paris  and  Amfterdam  ;  which  furely  could  anfwer  no  wife  or 
folid  purpofe. 
1A87  In  the  year  1687,  King  James  11.  of  England,  appointed  commiflioners  to  treat  with  thofe 
appointed  by  the  French  King,  for  the  reftitution'of  the  Englilh forts  taken  the  preceding  year* 
in  Hudfon's  Bay.  Thofe  commiffioners  reported  to  King  James,  that  they  liad  clearly  made 
out  his  abfolutfc  right  to  the  whole  bay  and  ftreight  of  Hudfon,  and  to  the  lands  adjoining,  as 
well  as  to  the  forts  taken  by  France,  and  the  folc  trade  to  all  parts  within  the  faid  ftreight  and 
bay.  Whereupon  our  fsUd  King  declared,-  that  he  would  infift  on  full  reftitution,  and  on  fa- 
tisfaftioa  to  the  company,  whofelofs,  by  the  invaiion  of  the  French  in  the  pTecedrng  year^^ 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  eight  thoufandfivc  hundred  and  fourteen- pounds  nineteen  kil- 
lings and  eight  pence^  as  was  afterwards  fet  forth  by  die  company  in-riieir  petition, to  Queen 
Anne,  in  the  year  17 12,  though  never  paid  to  this  diy*  The  refult  of  this  patched  up  treaty 
with  France  wa»,  that  Louis  agreed  to  reftore  thofe  forts  to  the  company :  yet  being  fure  of 
our  King,  he  retained'  Fort  Charles  in  his  hands ;  according  to  Roger  Coke,  in  his  laft  page 
of  the  Deteftion  ofthe  Court  and  State  of  England. 

Ih  this  fame  yea^  1687,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  ffiips  iniported  from  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  one 
hundredandfeventythoufand  pounds  weight  of  cinnamon  :  which,  though  lefs  in  quantity 
than*  in  fome  years  before,  does,  neverthelefs,  demonftrate  the  great  importance  of  that  ifland< 

to  the  company. 

We  may  here,  once  more  remark,  that  perftcution,  and  the  dread  of  the  prevalence  of  Po- 
pery, didy  in  this  reignj  as  well  as  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft,  drive  numbers  of  Protfcftanr 
Diflenters- to  fettle  in  New  England,  New  York,  &c.  which  brought  a  confiderabls  acccflion 
©f  ftrength  and  improvement  to  thofe  colonics. - 

Pont-*- 
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1687  PontX^hartrain,  the  French  Prime  Minifter,  being  an  enemy  to  their  Eaft  India  Company, 
it  IS  no  wonder  that  they  did  not  prolpcr.  Their  importing  immenfe  quantities  of  white  cot- 
tons, and  caufing  them  to  be  painted  in  France,  in  the  manner  of  the  Indies,  drew  the  enmi- 
ty of  the  French  manufafturers  upon  them,  tlie  falc  of  the  company's  cottons  and  filks  being 
exceflively  injurious  to  them  :  fo  that  Pont-Chartrain  procured  an  edift  of  this  year  1687,  ^" 
gainft  the  unlimited  importation  thereof;  in  confequence  of  which,  that  company  declined 
more  and  more :  and  the  \var  of  the  grand  alliance  againft  France  alfo  deprefled  that  company 
mtich  ;  which,  in  faft,  was  never  able  to  fucced  to  any  great  purpofe,  till  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht:  in  the  mean  time,  having  no  ability  thcmfelves  to  carry  on  an  extcnfive  trade,  they 
were  conftrained  to  let  out  their  privileges  to  fome  private  merchants  of  St,  Maloes,  who  got 
rich  by  a  trade  in  which  tl^  company  could  not  profper  :  and  thus  it  remained  till  the  regency 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  the  minority  of  Louis  XV.  and  the  year  I7i9, 

1688  The  gradual  increafe  of  England's  foreign  commerce  and  home  manufa£bure&,  the  improve- 
ment of  her  lands  and  mines  at  home,  and  of  her  foreign  colonies  and  plantations,  had  occa- 
fioned  great  wealth  to  be  accumulated  in  the  fpace  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  pafl ; 
the  nation  not  having  been  engaged  much  or  long  in  foreign  wars,  and  thofe  too  moftly  or 
principally  naval  ones,  which  had  not  caufed  much  of  our  treafure  to  be  carried  from  us,  any 
more  than  did  our  own  civil  yars.  From  thefe,  and  fimilar  coniiderations,  fome  authors, 
who  wrote  foon  after  this  time,  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  Engliih  nation  was  now  in  its 
zenith  of  commercial  profperity  :  yet,  fince  that  period,  notwithfianding  our  many  and  very 
expcnfive  foreign  land  wars,  the  great  confumers  of  treafure,  we  are  very  much  increafed  in 
commercial,  as  well  as  in  loyal  Ihipping; — in  our  manufaftures  and  foreign  plantations,  and 
in  almoft  every  part  of  our^^general  commerce,  both  foreign  and  domeftic.  Neverthelefs,  it 
muft  needs  be  acknowledged,  that  about  this  fame  year  1688,  we  were  arrived  at  a  very  great 
degree  of  profperity  in  all  the  before  mentioned  refpefks  ;  for  the  proof  and  jlluftration  of 
which,  the  following  brief  memoirs  of  feveral  very  able  authors  will  afford  us  confiderable 
light,  viz. 

I.  We  have  an  eminent  inftance  of  the  increafe  of  England's  commerce  and  Ibipping,  in 
only  twenty-two  years  fpace,  from  D'Avenant's  DUcourfcs  on  the  public  Revenue  and  Trade 
of  England,  and  alfo  from  Colliber's  Hiftory  of  Engliih  Naval  Affairs,  printed  in  o6tavo,  fe- 
cond  edition,  in  the  year  1 739,  if  the  computations  be  abfolutcly  exaft,  **  that  the  tonnage  of 

the  merchant  fliips  of  Englandi  in  this  year  1688,  was  near  double  to  the  tonnge    of  the 

yean  666. 
Alfo  that  the  tonnage  of  the  navy  royal,  which,  in  the  year  1660,  was  only  lixfy-two 

thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  tons,  was,  in  this  year  1688,  increafed  to  one  hun- 

^*  dredand  one  thoufand,  and  thirty- two  tons.*' 

V  IL  D'Avenant  farther  acquaints  us,  in  part  ii.  of  his  faid  Difcourfes,  oftavo,  1698,  p.  42, 

with  what  he  muft  have  been  perfeftly  well  verfed  in,  as  he  was  Infpeftor  General  of  the  Cuf - 

toms,  "  that  in  the  year  1666,  the  farm  of  tlie  cuftoms  of  England  was  but  three  hundred  and 

ninety  thoufand  pounds  yearly.    Yet,  from  Michaelmas  1671  to  Michaelmas  1688,  being 

feventeen  years,  the  cuftoms  yielded  net  to  the  crown,  nine  million  four  hundred  and  forty- 

feven  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds,  which,  at  a  medium,  was  per  an- 
**  num,  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds.'* 

III.  The  fame  able  author  gives  us  alfo  a  view  of  tlie  gradual  increafe  of  the  general  renta 
^f  England,  occafioned principally  by  tlie  increafe  of  our  commerce,  and  in  partalfo  by  the 

4  D  ^  great 


4« 
ii 

4( 
It 


580        AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.  D.  ^ 

1 638  great  improvements  made  in  lands,  by  incloiing,  manuring^  and  taking  in  of  wafte  ground v 
and  meliorating  of  what  was  poor  and  barren,  viz. 

tS*  **  The  general  rental  of  England,   for  lands,  houfes,  and  mines,  be* 
'*  fore  we  became  confiderable  in  trade,    viz.  about  the  year  1600,  did  not 

exceed,  per  annum  --  -  -  -  -  6,000,000 

Which  general  rental  we  take  now  (L  e.  in  the  year  169S)  to  be        -  14,000,000 

^^  Moreover,  in  the  year  1600,  the  faid'fix  millions,  at  twelve  years  purchafe^ 
^'  (the  common  price  of  lands  at  that  period)  was  worth  but  -  -  72,000,000 

**  Rat  the  lands,  &c.  of  England,  at  the  rental  of  fourteen  millions,  and-. 
'^  worth  eighteen  years  purchafe,  in  the  year  1688,  amounted  to-  «-  252,000,000 

How  amazing  is  this  alteration,  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  one  century.. 
So  profperous  was  the  Datch  Eaft  India  Compaay  at  this  time,  according  to  GbnTuI  Ker's 
Remarks  on  Holland,  publilhed  at  Amilerdam,  in  tiiis  famis  y«aF  1^88,.  and  ilnce  in-Englifli,. 
in  Ker  of  Kerfland's  Memoirs,  "  that  they  were  faid  to  have  thirty  thoulandnien.inconftant 
^*  pay,  and  above  two  hundred  capital  ftiips,.  befide  iloops,  ketcfae^.  and  yachta." 
The  fame  author,  treating  of  the  city  and  republic  of  Hamburg,,  obfcrves^  ^*  That  its  theiv 
greatnefs  and  vaft  commerce  were  partly  occaiioned  by  the  reiidence  of  our  Engliib  Com* 
paay  of  Merchant  Adventurers  ;  but  ftill  much  more  by  the  Netfaerland  Proteftants,  who,^ 
in  the  Duke  D'Alva*s  time  forfook  the  Low  Countries  and  fettled  here ;  and  by  the  ProteH- 
tants  turned  out  of  Cologne  and  other  parts  of  Germany;   even  although  Hamburg  be 
forced  to  keep  fix  or  feven  thoufand  men  in  pay,  t9  guard  agai  nil  the  continual  alarms  of 
the  King  of  Demnark,  or  other  neighbours  ;  beiides*  two  or  tliree  Ihipa.  of  war  to^  guard 
•*  their  merchant  fliips  from  pirates ;  yet  their  wealth  and  trade  increafe  daily,.— And  it  is  be- 
*'  believed,  that,  fmall  and  great,  there-aare  belonging  to  this  commonwealth/'   {i.e.  Ham^ 
burgj  "  five  thoufand  fail  of  fliips. — This  author  muft  furely  b^  in- fome. degree,  miftakenr, 
even  although  he  ihould  include  in  this^  computSfcdon^  all  the  hoys,  lighters,  &c.  employed  ia. 
carrying  goods  up  and  down  the  rrver  Elbe,  &e. 

He  adds,  ••  That  after  Amfterdam,  Genoa^  and  Venice,  the  bank  of  Hamburg  is  reckon- 
ed the  cbief  in  credit :  but  in  trade  the  laid  city  is  accounted  the  third  in  Europe,  and 
comes  next  to  London  and  Amftesdany  fhe  being  now  become  the  magazine  of  Germany, 
**  and  of  the  Baltic  and  Northern  Seas. — Hamburg  gives  great  privileges  to  the  Jews,  and  to 
"  all  ftrangers  whatever :  but  more  efpccially  to  the  before-named  Englifli  Company  of  Mer- 
•«  chant-Adventurers ;  ta  whom  they  allow  a  large  building,  where  they  have  a  church,  and 
**  wbereia  the  deputy-governor,  fecretary,  miniftcrs,  and  other  officers  of  the  company  live, 
"  to  whom  the  magiftrates  make  an  annual  prefent  of  wine,  beer,  fheep,  falmon,  and-  ftur- 
•*  geon,  in  their  feafons." — Yet  he  acknowledges  their  bigotry,  in  not  permitting  the  Calvi- 
nifts  to  have  a  public  church  within  their  city,  who  are  forced  to  go  out  of  the  gates  to- Alte* 
na,  a  fine  village,,  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  from  Hamburg,  belonging  to  the  King  of  Den- 
mark :  who,  though  a  Lutheran  prince,  has  the  wifdom  ta  allow  the  Calvinifts  a  public 
church  there  :  which  conduft  of  the  Hamburgers  may  poflibly  hereafter  turn  to  their  great  pre- 
judice. He  alfo  obferves,  that  the  city  of  Lubeck  has  been  guilty  of  the  fame  bigotry ;  which 
city  is  at  prefent  much  fallen  from  its  priftine  fplendour  and  commerce,  having  been  in  old 
times  fo  powerful,  as  to  wage  war  againil  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  to  conquer  feveral  of 
their  phces  and  iflands,  &c.     But  here  our  author  Ihould  have  obfecvcd,  tliat  generally  thofe 
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1688  **  conqucfts  were  made  by  Lubcck  only  as  the  head,  but  in  the  name^  and  by  the  aids  of  the 
other  cities  of  the  Hanfeatic  League. 

We  have  elfewhere  traced  the  rife,  profperky,  and  declcnfion  of  that  city,  and  fhall  there- 
fore no\V  only  obferve,  with  this  author,  that  their  bigotry  to  Lutheranifm  made  their  magi- 
flratcs,  through  the  perfuafion  of  their  clergy,  banifli  the  Papifts,  Calvinifts,  Jews,  and  other 
diffenters,  from  their  city  aiid  territory,  to  the  alrooft  entire  ruin  of  their  commerce.  He  fays, 
"  That  in  his  time,"  in  the  year  1688,  **  they  had  not  above  two  hundred  fhips,  nor  any 
**  other  territory  but  the  city  itfclf,  and  a  fmaU  town  hamed  Travemund,,  at  the  mouth  of 
**  the  river  Trave,  eight  miles  below  Lubeck;  reft  of  their  ancient  territory  being  longiince- 
**  in  the  hands  of  the  Danes  and  Swedes  :"  the  former  fromt  Holftein,.  the  latter  from  Wif- 
roar,  **  by  whom  the  burghers/*  fays  he,  *^  are  kept  in  fuch  continual  alarm^  as  to-be  quite 
"  tired  out  with  keeping,  guard  and  paying  taxes  :  yet,"  fays  he,  *'  they  ftill  maintained  fif- 
teen hundred  foldiers  ia  pay ;  and,  befide  them,  four  hundred,  of  their  burghersj  in  twp* 
companies,  are  obliged  to  watch  daily ."^ 

To  this  oncerglorious  city,  we,,  in  England,  ought  to  acknowledge  ourfelves^^bebolden  for" 
ibme  o£  our  earlieft  nnprovemcnts  in  (hip-building  and  cofmmerce,  and  for  ourfirft  water- 
conduits  in  London,  Briftol,  Exeter,  &c.  taken  from  their  models:   the  Lubeckers  having 
coniiderably  preceded  us  in  refpe£t  of  many  advantageous  improvements,,  the  natural  effe&s  of 
an  earlier  extended  commerce ;  though  now  it  be  only  the  ikeletoa  of  its  ancient  commerce  and. 
grandeur. 

The  Spaniards  conqucfts  of  Mexico  and"  Peru,  where  fuch  immenfe  treafure^  were  more 
ealily  to  be  had,  induced  them  gradually  to  negleft  the  noble  and  e^^tenfive  ifland  of  Hvfpani- 
ola;  altliough  it  is  faid  there  are  ftill  mines  of  gold  and  filver,  as  well  as  of  copper,   therein^, 
which  were  formerly  worked  to  very  great  profit :.  but  as  they  ate  laid  to  have  deftroyed  fa* 
many  as  three  millions  of  tlie  natives  of  tliat  iftand;  who,  whilft  tliey  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
their  poflfeflions,  were  very  ferviceable  to  the  Spaniards,  in  fifhing  for  them,  and  in  tilling^ 
dieir  lands,  &c  fo  that  they  were  then  in  greater  affluence  there  than  they  have  been  (ince ;  the- 
greateft  part  of  the  country  being  depopulated,  they  have,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a  cruel  di- 
minution of  inhabitants,  been  rendered  unable  to  work  their  mines  :   this^  it  is  faid,  maker 
them  carefully  conceal  their  having  any,  left  foreigners  ftiould  be  allured  to  invade  them. — 
They  have  ftill,  however^,  plenty  of  fugar,  cocoa,  cotton,  ginger,  indigo,  coffee,  tobacco,  wax^. 
honey,  ambergps,  fz^ir,  drugs,  and  dying-woods. 

Tn  this  feeble  ftate,  a  company  of  pirates,  ufually  then  called  buccaneers,  fettled  themfelves- 
on  the  north-weft  part  of  Hifpaniola,  till  then  folely  poftelled  by  Spain,  and  feized  on  the 
port  and  town  of  Petit-Guaves  — After  fome  years  neftling  there,  they  applied  to  King  WiU 
liam  of  England  for  his  protefiion,  promifing  fubmiflion  and  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land :  but  that  King  being  in  alliance  with  Spain  againft  France,  difregarded  their  application. 
Whereupon  thofe  buccaneers  applied  to  the  French  court,  which  readily  took  them  under  it:^ 
proteftion,  and  fupplied  them  with  proper  affiftance.     From  this  ohfcure  and  Angular  begin* 
ning,  has  gradually  grown  up  the  prefent  powerful  French  colony  in  our  days,  pofteiled  of  the 
beft  part  of  the  great  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  where  they  have  excellent  fugar-works,.  coffee,  gin- 
ger, cotton,  indigo,  and  all  the  other  produftions  of  the  Weft  Indies  ;  whilft  the  Spaniards, 
on  the  other  parts  of  that  ifland,  proved  rather  ufeful  than  hurtful  to  them,  by  fupplying  them  • 
with  cattle,  &c.  in  return  for  the  French  Eaft  India  merchandize,  and  with  their  own  manu-w- 
faftures  and  produft ;  with  which  alfo  tlie  French  there  fupply  ftiips  from  the.  coiuinont  ©f: 

Terra' 
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-1688  Terra  Firma  aiid  New  Spain,  &cl  coming  to  St.  Domingo,  where  is  fixed  the  laft  appeal,  or 
dernier  refort^  in  all  fuits  at  law  for  Spanifti  America,  -which  therefore  draws  thither  many 
people.  This  has  proved  an  unlucky  incident  for  England's  neighbouring  ifles ;  and  fo  ra»ich 
the  rather,  as  tlie  feeble  ftatc  of  Spain  obliged  that  crown,  at  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  in  the 
year  1697,  to  yield  up  to  France,  for  ever,  that  noble  part  of  Hifpaniola,  of  which  they  had, 
till  then,  violently  polTefled  themfelves. 

Conful  Ker,  in  his  before-mentioned  Remarks  on  Germany,  in  the  year  1688,  obferves, 
•That  pcrfccution  has  undone  the  famous  imperial  city  of  Cologne,  as  well  as  many  others, 
fo  greatly  decayed  within  one  hundred  years  paft.— The  Jefuits  influence  was  fuch  with  its 
magiftrates,  as  to  prevail  with  them  to  banifh  all  Proteftants  :  thefe  removed  to  Hamburg 
and  Amfterdam  ;  whereby  Cologne  became  fo  difpeoplcd,  that  the  houfes  daily  fell  to  ruin, 
**  for  want  of  inhabitants,  and  a  great  deal  of  corn  and  wine  now  grows  within  its  walls, 
*'  where  formerly  were  houfes."  He  fays,  the  parifli  of  St.  Martin,  in  Weftminfter,  has 
twice  the  number  of  inhabitants  that  Cologne  has,  and  yet  Cologne  contains  as  many  pariflx 
churches,  monafteries,  and  chapels,  as  there  are  days  in  the  year.  The  like  decay,^  he  fays, 
is  at  Stiafburg. 
'1689  The  Englifh  nation,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  having,  at  this  time,  had 
their  religious  and  civil  liberties  and  free  conftitution  openly  invaded  and  trampled  on  by  King 
James  the  Second,  in  a  moft  flagrant  manner,  by  the  united  voice  of  all  true  Proteftants  and 
lovers  of  our  national  conftitution  and  laws,  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  that  King's  nephew 
and  fon-in-Iaw,  was  invited  over  from  Holland,  to  rcfcae  us  from  thofe  wor ft  of  evils,  and 
was  cftabliftied  on  the  throne  of  thofe  free  nations,  whofe  religious  and  legal  conftitutions 
were  thereby  fettled  on  more  fure  and  firm  foundations  than  ever  they  had  been  in  any  former 
period  whatever  :  which  felicity  of  ours  even  foreigners  have  celebrated  in  th'eir  writings. — 
Voltaire,  a  Frenchman  and  a  Papift,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  gives  the  following 
remarks,  viz.  "  This  was  the  proper  aera  of  Englilh  liberty. — The  nation,  reprefented  by  its 
Parliament,  now  fixed  the  fo  long  contefted  bounds  between  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
and  the  rights  of  the  people. — They  prefcribed  the  terms  of  reigning  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  chofc  him  for  their  fovcreign,  in  conjunftion  with  his  confort  Mary." 
The  cftabliQiment  of  this  free  confttiution,  did  moft  certainly  contribute  greatly,  in  its 
confequences,  as  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  aitd  expeft,  to  the  increafe  and  advancement  of  our 
commerce.  This  will,  in  part,  be  feen  in  King  William's  declaration  of  war  againft  France, 
whither  the  unhappy  abdicating  King  had  retired  for  proteftion. 

In  the  beginning  of  1689,  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Oi-ange  were  recognized  by  the  con- 
vention of  eftates,  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  as  King  and  Queen  of  thofe  realms;  and  by 
an  aft  of  the  convention  of  eftates  of  England,  afterwards  turned  into  an  aft  of  Parliament, 
cap.  vi.  a  new  form  of  a  coronation-oath  was  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  them  ;  whereby  they, 
as  all  their  fucceflTors  muft  do,  **  folemnly  promifed  and  fwore  on  the  gofpcls,  to  govern  their 
people  according  to  law  : — To  caufe  law  and  juftice,  in  mercy,  to  be  executed  in  all  their 
judgments  : — That,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  they  will  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the 
true  profeffion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  Pro tcft ant  Reformed  Religion,  eftablifhed  by  law;  and 
will  preferve  to  the  biftiops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their 
"  charge^  all  fuch  rights  and  privileges  as  by  law  appertain  unto  them." 

Moreover,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  viii.  of  this  firft  feffion,  the  tyrannical  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy  were  abrogated ;  and  in  their  ftead  were  the  two  following  fubfticuted,  viz. 

I.   "  I,  A.  B. 
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S689      I.    "  I,  A.  B.  do  fincercly  promifc  and  fwear,  that  I  wilt  be  faithful  and  bear  true  alle- 
**  giaiice  to  their  Majefties  :'*     And, 

II.  **  I  do,  firom  my  heart,  abhor,  deteft,  and  abjure,  that  damnable  doftrinc  and  pofition, 
"  That  Princes  excommunicated  or  deprived  by  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  See  of 
*^  Rome,  may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjcfts,  or  any  other  whatfoeycr.  And  1  do 
**  declarev  tha«  no  foreign  Prince,  perfon,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to 
**'havei  any  jurifdidion,  power,  fupcriority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority,  ecclefiallical  or 
•*  fplritual,  within  this  realm.'* 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  x.  of  this  fame  firft  feflion  of  the  firft  year  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  it  appearing,  "  That  the  revenue  of  hearth  or  chimney-money  was  grievous 
**  to  the  people  of  England,  by  occalioning  many  diiiiculties  and  queftions, — a  great  oppref- 
•^  fion  to  the  poorer  fort,  and  a  badge  of  flavery  upon  the  whole  people ;  expofing  every  man's 
"  houfe  to  be  entered  into  and  fearchcd  at  plcafure,  by  perlbns  unknown  to  him."  It  was 
therefore  abfolutely  abolifhed  for  ever. 

It  then  appeared,  fays  the  continuator  of  Rapin*s  HiAory,  vol.  iii.  p.  52,  Notes,  that  the 
number  of  houfes  in 'England  and  Wales,  foon  after  the  reftorataon,  was  about  one  million 
two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  :  and  reckoning  fix  perfons,  at  a  medium,  to  each  hotife;  it 
fixes  the  number  of  the  people  then  to  be  feven  millions  three  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand. 

In  the  fame  feflion,  cap.  xxii.  it  was  enafted,  '•  That  when  malt  or  barley  is  at  one  pound 
•*  four  fhillings  per  quarter,  or  under;  rye-,  at  one  pound  twelve  fhiilings  ;  and  wheat,  at  two 
**  pounds  eight  fhillings  per  quarter ;  then  it  fhall  not  only  be  lawful  to  export  the  lame,  but 
"  the  exporters  Ihall  alfo  receive  the  following  bounties,  viz.  For  malt  or  barley,  per  qiiarter^ 

two  fhillings  and  fix-pence ;    rye,  three  ftiillings  and  fix-pence;   wheat,  five  Ihillirlgs  per 

quarter;  without  requiring  any  thing  for  cuftoms  or  fees-  whatever';  provided  fecurity  be 
•*  given  for  fuch  corn's  beihg  legally  bnded  beyond-fea,  and  that  the  Ihtp  and  its  creW,  in 
**  which  it  Ihall  be  exported,  be  duly  qualified  according  to  the  a£ls  of  navigation.** 

This  was  the  firft  law  for  allowing  any  bounty  on  corn  exported  :  which  bounties  have  in« 
general  been  efteemed  fo  beneficial  to^  the  landed  mterefl:,  by  enabling  tenants  to  pay  their 
rents  in  years  of  plenty,  that  unlefs  in  years  of  fcarcity,  when  the  current  prices  were  higher 
than  the  above-named  ones,  it  has  been  judged  prudent  to  continue  the  fame.  How  muclv- 
this  bounty  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  hufbandry,  is  too  obvious  to-be  difputed. — ^ 
Yet  fome  are  of  opinion,  that,  inftead  hereof,  all  the  corn  of  plentiful  years  fhould  by  the- 
public  be  piirdiafed  of  the  farmers,  at  a  moderate  price,  to  be  laid  up  in  granaries  againfl  a 
year  of  dearth*  This  would  not^only  be  a  great  help  to  our  poor,  in  a^  year  of  fcarcity,  but 
would  bring  foreign  (hips  to*purchafe  it  at  our  price,  and  would  alfo  employ  great  numbers  of 
Gurowalhips,  for  fupplying  other  nations  at  higher  rates,  as- is  done  in*  Holland*  In  other 
countries,  fays  a  French  autlior,  the  people  pay  their  fovcreign  for  leave  to  carry  out'  their 
corn ;  but  wifer  England  pays  her  people  for  exporting  it. 

As  nothing  tends  more  to  the  advancement  of  commerce- and  induftry,  than*the  giving  eafe 
tofcrupuloQS  confciences  in  the  exereife  of  their  religion,  an  aft  of  the  famefefllon,  cap.  xviii*. 
was  pafied,  For  exempting  all  their  Majefties  Proteftant  fubjcfts,  of  the  feveral  denominations^ 
diflerrting  from  the  church  of  E^igland,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws  :  which,  as  its  pre- 
amble fets  forth,.  **  might  be  an^ effeftual  means  to  unite  tlleir  Majefties  Proteftant- fuhjefts  in. 
**  intereft  and  affeftion."— Which  legal  toleration,  fome  wicked  party-meafures,  at  certain, 
times,  excepted,  has  generally  anfwered  the  wife  and  good  ends  propofed  by  that  law. 
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J689  By  cap.  XXX.  of  the  fiu»e  firft  feffion  aforcfaid,  the  ftatutc  of  the  fifth  year  of  King  Henry 
the  Fourth,  cap.  iv,  Againftthc  multiplying  of  Gold  and  Silver,  was  repealed  ;  bccaufe,  fays 
the  preamble^  ^^  Since -the  making  of  the  faid  ftatutc,  men  are  arrived  to  great  Ikill  and  perfec- 
**  tion,in'tbcart4)f  refining  metals,  and  of  cxtraSing  gold  and  iilver  therefrom  ;  but  yet  dare 
*•  not€»crcifc  their  fkill,  for  fear  of  incurring  the  felony  of  that  ftatute,  but  do  therefore  cx- 
•*  CFCtfe  theirfaid  fkill  in  foreign  parts,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  realm : — Provided,  how- 
^  «ver,  that  all  the  gold  and  filvcr  fo  to  be  extrafted  from  other  metals,  be  employed  for 
*«  coinage  in  the  King's  mint,  and  no  other  way.  Provided  alfo,  that  henceforth  no  mine  of 
**  copper,  tin,  iron,  or  lead,  fhall  hereafter  be  adjudged  to  be  a  royal  mine,  even  although 
'**  gold  or  filvcr  may  be  extra£ted  out  of «the  fame." 

The  great  injuftice  and  violences  committed  by  King  Louis  the  Forurtecnth  of  France 
againft  England,  -Germany,  Spain,  and  Holland,  brought  about  a  Grand  Alliance  of  thofe 
ibur  potentates  in  this  fame  year,  for  reducing  that  lawlefs  monarch  to  reafoti;  the  confe- 
^uence  whereof  was  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  by  each  of  them.  That  of  King  Wil- 
liam of  England,  dated  the  feventh  of  May,  1689,  after  reciting  Louis's  unjuft  invafion  and 
ravaging  of  the  territories  of  his  ally^  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  as  far  as  is  relative  to  com- 
mercial concerns,  was  fummarily  as  follows,  viz. 

L  **  That  altlK)ugh  it  was  not  long  before,  that  the  French  took  out  licences  from  the 
Englifli  governor  of  Newfoundland  to  filh  on  that  coaft,  paying  tribute  for  fuch  licences, 
as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  fole  right  of  the  crown  of  England  to  that  ifland  5  yet,  of  late, 
**  their  encroachaients  on  that  ifland,  and  our  fubjefts  trade  and  filhery,  have  been  more  like 
the  invaflons  x>f  an  enemy,  tlian  becoming  friends,  who  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  that 
trade  only  by  permiffion. 

IL  "  But  that  tlie  French  Kingfhould  invade  our  Caribbec  iflands,  (St.Chriftopher's,  &c.) 
and  poflefs  himfejf  of  our  territories  in  New  York  and  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  a  hoftile  manneg, 
impiifoning  fome,  and  murdering  others  of  bur  fubjeAs,  burning  their  houfes,  and  feizing 
••*  on  their  ^fFeAs,  are  a£lions  even  not  becoming  an  enemy. — Yet,  at  that  very  time,  Louis, 
far  from  declaring  himfelf  fo,  was,  by  his  minifters  in  England,  foliciting  a  treaty  of  neu- 
trality and  good  correfpondence  in  America." — (in  the  year  1686.) 

HI.  •*  His  proceedings,  moreover,  againft  our  fubjefts  in  Europe,  are  fo  notorious,  that 
we  need  not  enlarge  thereon  •:  fuch  as  the  countenancing  the  feizure  of  our  fhips  by  his 
privateers  ;  his  prohibiting  a  great  part  of  our  produft  and  manufaftures  ;  and  impofing  ex- 
orbitant Cuftoms  upon  the  reft  ;  are  fuf&cient  evidences  of  his  defign  to  deftroy  the  trade  and 
navigation  upon  which  the  wealth  and  fafety  of  this  nation  very  much  depend. 

IV.  "  His  difputing  the  fight  of  the  flag,  inherent  in  the  crown  of  England. 

V.  "  His  unchriftian  perfecution  of  many  of  our  Englifh  Proteftant  fubjefts  in  France, 
*'  for  matters  of  ^religion,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  exprefs  treaties ;  forcing 
**  them  to  abjure  their  religion,  by  unufual  cruelties  ;  imprifoning  fome  of  the  mafters 
^*  and  ieamen  of  our  merchant  fhips,  and  condemning  others  to  the  gallies,  on  pretence 
^*  of  having  o^n  board,  either  fome  of  his  own  miferable  Proteftant  fubjefls,  or  their 
*'  efFeas. 

VL  **  Anil,  laftly,  his  endeavouring,  for  fome  years  paft,  by  iniinuations  and  promifes  of 
^*  afliftance,  to  overthrow  the  government  of  England ;  and  now,  by  open  and  violent  mc- 
^'  tbods,  to  invade  Ireland,  in  fupport  of  our  fubjefls  in  rebellion  againft  us." 
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1689  This  prohibition  of  commerce  with  France  produced  the  good  confequenccs  of  inducing 
the  people  of  England  to  improve  their  old,  and  to  invent  fcveral  new  manufa£lurcs, 
&c.  which  they  formerly  took  of  France }  not  a  little  to  the  detriment  of  that  kingdom  in 
the  end. 

In  the  declaration  of  Holland,  amongft  many  other  allegations  againft  Louis  ;  they  affirm, 
**  Firft,  That  he  had  endeavoured,  by  all  manner  of  ways,  to  ruin  their  navigation  and 
•*  commerce,  as  well  in  Europe  as  elfewhere,  by  feizing  of  tlieir  fliips  and  cargoes. 

"  Secondly,  By  violently  forcing  even  their  (liips  of  war  to  be  fearched,  in  a  tintc^of  pro-- 
**  found  peace. 

"  Thirdly,  By  his  new  tolls  and  impoiitions,  hindering  their  fubjefts  from  felling  their 
^*  manufaftures  and  fifh  in  his  country,*— fo  as  it  was  become  impoffible  to  continue  their 
**  trade  to  France,  where  their  complaints  were  rejefted  with  fcorn. 

**  Fourthly,  Having  begun  a  horrible  peffccution  of  his  own  Proteftantjubjc&s,  he  had 
**  therein  involved  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  General,  though  only  living  in  France,  on 
**  account  of  commerce;  parting  wives  from  their  hufbands  and  children  from  their 
"  parents,""  &c/' 

The  declaration  of  Spain,  of  the  third  of  May  this  year,  was  in  confequence  of  France's 
prior  declaration  of  war  againft  that  crown,  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  preceding  month,  though 
deftitute  of  all  juftice ;— as  alfo  of  his  invading  and  ravaging  the  empire,  and  bringing  the 
Turks  to  invade  and  ravage  Hungary. 

And  that  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  was  much  to  the  fame  efFed. 

In  the  remarkable  convention  between  the  commiffioners  of  King  William  and  thofc  of  the 
States  of  the  United  Netherlands,  dated  in  Auguft  1689,  coi^cerning  their  prohibition  of  com* 
merce  with  France,  it  was  ftipulated ;        ^  ^ 

**  I.  That  the  fubjefts  of  neither  nation  fhall  be  allowed  to  traffic  to  or  witli  tho{c  of 
^*  France,  either  with  fliips  of  their  own  or  of  any  other  nation.     Neither  Ihall  they  import 
into  either  country  any  merchandize  being  the  produce  of  the  French  King's  dominions. 
II.  If,  during  this  war,  the  fubjefts  /^f  any  otlier  potentate  ftiall  have  commerce  with 
.**  France,  or  that  their  fliips  arc  met  witi    in  their  paflage  thither,  they  fliall  be  feized  and 
**  condemned  as  lawful  prize. 

"  III.  The,  other  potentates  of  Europe,  at  peace  with  France,  fiiall  have  due  notification, 
**  that  if  their  fliips  or  vefleis  fliall  be  found  at  fea,  before  this  notification  fliall  have  beea 
-^  given,  making  their  way  to  France,  they  fliall  be  obliged  by  the  fliips  of  England  and  Hol- 
**  land  forthwith  to  turn  back :  and  if  foiling  from  France,  laden  witli  French  merchandize, 
**  they  fliall  be  obliged  to  fail  back  to  France,  and  there  leave  the  faid  merchandize  upon  pain 
^*  of  forfeiture.  And  in  cafe  the  fliips  of  thofe  Kings,  Princes,  and  States,  or  their  fubjefts, 
**  fliall,  after  the  faid  notification,  be  found  at  fea,  and  faillij^  cither  towards  the  ports  of 
**  France,  or  returning  from  thence;  tliey  ^all  be  feized  and  JForfeitcd,  together  with  their 
«  cargoes,  and  fliall  be  reputed  good  prize. 

"  IV.  And  as  to  the  Princes  and  allies  who  are  really  at  war  with  France,  notification  fliall 
**  be  given  them,  as  aforefaid ;  and  they  fliall  be  dcfired  at  the  fame  time  to  concur  with  fuch 
**  methods  as  arc  fo  conducive  to  the  common  intereft,  and  to  give  and  execute  fuch  orders 
**  as  tend  to  the  fame  end. 

**  Done  at  Whitehall,  Auguft  12—22,  1689.** 
Vol.  II.  4E  Part 
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'  "  It  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  either  the  one  or  the  other  party  fhall  be  incommoded^' 

**  or  molefted,  by  reafou  of  the  execution  of  this  prefent  treaty  or  any  article  thereof,  his 
"  Britannic  Majefty  King  William  and  the  Lords  the  States  General,  do  promifc  and  oblige 
**  themfelves  to  be  guarantees  for  and  to  one  another  upon  that  account."   General  CoIIedlion- 
of  Treaties;  firft  volume,  fecond  edition,  p.  284-5-6,  London,  1732. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  obferves,  **  tliat  France  was  never  in  fo  flourifking  a 
♦*  condition  as  in  the  period  from  the  death  of  Cardinal  Mazarine  to  this  war  of  1689;  con- 
'  "  trary  to  the  opinion  of  a  certain  author ;  who,  it  feems,  had  afnrmcd,  that  FraiKc;  fince 
••  the  year  1660,  had  funk  in  real  value  one  thoufand  five  hundred  millions  ;  the  very  con-* 
<*  trary  whereof  was  true.  Thus,  adds  he,  in  England,  in  the  raoft  flourifhing  times,  papers* 
*'  are  "continually  coming  out  to  prove,  that  the  kingdom  is  undone."  Which  obfervatioa 
is  extremely  juft. 

Altliough  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  his  brother  King  James  the  Second,  of  England, 
bad  in  their  treaties  with  France  generally  ffipulated,  tliat  in  cafe  of  any  rupture  between  tlie 
two  nations  in  Europe,  the  fubjeds  of  both  crowns  in  America  fhould  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
neutrality;  yet,  at  the  above-named  grand  revolution  in  England,  the  French  broke  through 
that  agreement,  by  entering,  in  an  hoftile  manner,  into  the  Englifh  pale  at  St.  Chriftopher's 
Ifle,  even  before  war  was  declared  there  between  thofe  two  nations  :  and,  although  the  Englifli 
of  that  ifle  had  fent  for  fuccour  from  Barbadoes,  after  taking  fhelter  in  their  fortrefles,  yet 
they  were  neceflitated  to  furrender  their  part  of  that  ifle  to  the  French,  in  July  1689,  and  were 
thereby^  oblige^  to-  retire  to  the  neighbouring  ifle  of  Nevis ;  to  the  great  lofs  of  many  mer- 
chants in  London  and  Briftol. 

Soon  after  which,  the  French  drove  the  Hollanders  out  of  their  own  ifland  of  Euftatia,  in 
that  neighbourhood. 

It  was  in  or  about  this  year  16S9,  that  the  firft  convention  was  made,  at  London;  between 
England  and  Spain,  for  fupplying  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies  with  negro  flaves,  from  the*  ifland 
of  Jamaica. 

About  this  time,  (according  to  a  quarto  pamphlet,  faid  to  be  written  by  Mr.  William 
Wood,  a  great  undertaker  of  metals,  in  the  year  1721,  entitled,  The  State  of  the  Copper  and^ 
Brafs  Manufefture  in  Great  Britain,  humbly  offered  to  the  Confideration  of  Parliament,) 
*'  the  raifingand  refining  of  copper  ore  was  revived  in  England,  and  chiefly  in  the  county  of 
*•  Cornwall,  after  having  been  loft  or  difufed  ever  fince  the  time  of  the  Saxons  ;  who,  fays  he, 
**  as  well  as  the  Danes,  formerly  made  copper  in  England,  as  appears  by  the  old  mines 
*'  wrought  by  them  in  feveral  counties  :  but,  by  reafon  of  the  great  quantities  of  thofe  metals 
•*  being  imported  from  foreign  parts,  (on  which  high  duties  fliould  have  been  laid)  that  valu- 
•**  able  branch  of  our  produft  was  dropped  for  many  ages."  Yet  Gerard  Malynes,  in  his  Lex 
Mercatoria,  publifl^ed  in  1622,  obferves,  that  copper  mines  were  then  aftually  worked  in 
many  Englifli  counties  :  fo  that  Mr.  Wood  muft,  in  this  refpeft,  be  under  an  hiftorical  mif- 
takc.  Under  the  year  1399,  we  have  likewife  obferved,  that  fome  authors  relate,  that,  in 
King  Richard  tlie  Second's  reign,  there  was  a  copper  mine  found  in  Shropfliire,  Mr.  Wood 
obferves,  **  that  formerly  we  had  all  our  copper  and  brafs  froni  Sweden  and  Germany,  though 
*'  now,"  viz.  when  he  wrote,  in  the  year  1721,  "  we  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  fupplicd  from 
*'  our  own  mines.  It  was  later,  he  fays,  that  the  art  was  gained  to  England  of  convertingj^ 
««  copper  into  brafs.'* 
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On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  William,  King  of  England,  againft  France,  a  company  of 
Sword  Cutlers  was  creftcd  by  patent,  for  the  making  of  hollow  fword  blades,  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland  and  the  adjacent  counties,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  But,  although  they 
were  enabled  to  purchafe  lands,  to  ere£t  mills,  and  to  receive  and  employ  great  numbers  of 
German  artificers,  yet  it  did  not  fucceed  as  was  expefted.  The  firft  patentees,  therefore,  fold 
or  afligned  their  patent  to  a  company  of  merchants  in  London,  who  thereupon  purchafed 
tinder  that  patent  to  tiic  value  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  of  the  forfeited  cftates  in 
Ireland.  But  the  Irilh  Parliament,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  knowing  they  had  pupchafed 
thofe  lands  at  a  very  low  rate,  would  not  permit  them,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  take 
conveyances  of  lands>  left  they  might  have  proved  too  powerful  a  body  in  that  kingdom. 
This  obliged  them  to  fell  off  their  Irilh  cftates,  which  put  a  period  to  the  corporation.  Yet 
a  private  copartnerftiip  of  then  well  known  bankers  in  London,  poflefled  of  tlieir  obfolcte 
charter,  had  the  appellation  of  riic  Sword  Blade  Company,  till  after  the  year  1720,  tliougli 
long  lince  broken  up,  ^ 

King  William  having,  on  fo  many  juft  grounds,  as  related,  found  it  neceflary  to  declare 
war  againft  France,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  cap.  xxxiv.  of  tlie  firft  feffion  of  the  firft  year 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  France,  from 
and  after  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft  1689,  for  three  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  fol- 
lowing feflion  of  Parliament,  if  the  war  (hall  laft  fo  long.     The  preamble  juft  remarks,  "  that 
it  hath  been  found  by  long  experience,  that  the  importing  of  French  wines,  vinegar,  brandy, 
linen,  filks,  fait,  paper,  and  other  commodities  of  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  of 
**  France,  hath  mtich  exhaufted  the  treafure  of  this  nation,  leflened  the  value  of  the  native 
commodities  and  manufaftures  thereof;  greatly  impoveriflied  the  Englifli  artificers  and 
handicrafts,  and  caufed  great  detriment  to  this  kingdom  in  general."     (Inflead  of  this  abfo- 
lute  prohibition  of  French  wines  and  brandies,  high  duties  were  afterwards  laid  on  them    as 
per  afts  of  the  fecond,  and  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  this  reign.)     **  All  fuch  French 
merchandize  imported  ftiall  be  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  fhall  be  deftroyed  : — with  fcveral 
penalties  on  the  importer,  vender,   and  pofleflbr;  on  the  refiftcr  of  execution, — on  the  in- 
former afting  by  collufion, — on  the  matter,  fcamen,  &c.  importing  them  ;  and  the  fliip  to 
be  forfeited  likewife,  as  alfo  the  carts,   &c.  bringing  thofe  goods  from  fuch  ihips:     No 
brandy,  or  other  fpirits,  Ihall  at  all  be  imported  from  any  country  whatever,  on  forfeiture 
*'  thereof  and  of  the  fhip."     This  abfolute  prohibition  was  intended  for  th^  encouraging  the 
tliftilling  at  home  of  brandy  and  fpirits  from  corn,  on  which  a  duty  was  laid,  by  an  aft  of  the 
fecond  year  of  this  reign,  cap.  ix.     **  And  although  the  faid  French  goodsvare  to  be  deftroyed 
**  yet  a  value  is  hereby  fet  on  them,  viz,  wines  thirty  pounds  per  ton,  and  brandies  forty 
^*  pounds  per  ton  ;  the  reft  as  in  the  book  of  rates  of  the  twelfth  of  Charles  II.  or  by  a  jurv 
*'  trying  the  caufe,  in  cafe  they  be  not  found  in  the  book  of  rates,     Gne-third  of  which  value 
**  fliall  go  to  the  feizer  or  fuer,  and  two-thirds  to  the  crown.     With  power  for  officers  to 
**  fearch  houfes,  and  to  break  open  locks.     Perfons  refitting  punifhable,  &c." 

'  In  the  fecond  feflion  of  the  Parliament  of  the  firft  year  of  King  William  and  Qneen  Marv 
a  moft  memorable  and  glorious  ftatute,  cap.  ii.  was  enaftcd,  entitled,  jfn  A^  eleclatlnz  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subje^li  and  fettling  the  Succefjion  of  the  Crown :  **  or,  a  Icffal  Con- 
■*'  firmation  of  the  Declaration  of  Right,  prefented  to  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Oranf^c,  on 
**  the  tliirtcenth  of  February  preceding,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  aflbmbkd  at  Weft- 

4  Ii   ^  *'  uiinfter. 
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1689  <*  minder,  lawfully,  fully,  and  freely  reppefcnting  all  the  Eftatcs  of-  the  People  of  Eng* 
**  land ;  viz. 

**  I.  Whereas  the  late  King  James  II.  by  the  affiftance  of  divers  evil  counfellors,  judges, 
**  and  minifters,  employed  by  him,  did  endeavour  to  fubvertand  extirpate  the  Proteftant  re- 
**  ligion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom  : 

"  I,  By  afluming  a  power  of  difpenling  with  the  laws,  without  the  bonfent  of  Parliament. 
**  2.  By  committing  and  profjecuting  divers  worthy  prelates,  for  humbly  petitioning  to  be 
•*  excufed  from  concurring  to  the  faid  aflumed  power. 

"  3.  By  his  conimiffion,  under  the  great  feal,  for  erefling  a  court,  called,  The  Court  of 
**  Commiflioners  for  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes. 

"  4.  By  levying  money,  by  pretence  of  prerogative;  for  other  time  and  in  other  manner 
**  than  the  fame  was  granted  by  Parliament, 

"  5.  By  raifing  and  keeping  up  a  ftaiiding  army  in  time  of  peace,  without  confent  of  Par- 
^  liament,  and  quartering  of  foldiers,  contrary  to  law. 

*'  6.  By  caufing  feveral  good  fubjefts,  being  Protellants,  to  be  difarmed,  at  the  fame  time 
**  when  Papifts  were  both  armed  and  employed,  contrary  to  law. 

**  7.  By  violating  the  freedom  of  ele£lions  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 
**  8.  By  prpfecutions  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  matters  and  caufes  cognizable  only 
•*  in  Parliament :  and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courfes. 

'*  9.  By  obtaining  partial,  corrupt,  and  unqualified  perfons  to  be  returned  to  fcrve  ou  juries, 
**  in  trials  for  high  treafon,  who  were  not  freeholders. 

"  10.  By  exceflive  bails  being  required  of  perfons  committed  in  criminal  ca{es,  to  elude  the 
**  benefit  of  the  laws  made  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjefts. 

*'  II.  And  by  exc'elFivc  fines  having  been  irapofed,  andillegal  and  cruel  punifhmcnts  in- 
«  flifted. 

"  12.  By  feveral  grants  and  promifes  made  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  before  any  conviftion^ 
"  or  judgment  againft  the  perfons  upon  whom  the  fame  were  to  be  levied. 

"  All  which  arc  utterly  and  direftly  contrary  to  the  known  law^  and  flatutes,  and  freedom  . 
•*  of  this  realm:  wherefore,  the.  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons, n now 
"  aflcmbled  in  a  full  and  free  reprefentative  of  this  nation, — do,  in  the  firft  place,  (as  their  an-  - 
**  ceftors  in  like  cafe  have  ufually  done)  for  the  vindicating  and  afljbrting  their  ancient  rights - 
**  and  liberties, — declare, 
"  li  Thafthe  pretended- powej:  of  ^  fufpending  of  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws^-by  regala 
.  *•  authority,  without  confent  of  rarliament,  is  illegal.  . 
"  2;  As  h  alfo  the  difpenfing  with  laws.- 
**  3.  And  the  like  of  the  court  for  ecclefiaftical  caufe^^ 
<*  4. .  Tlic  like,  as  to  levying  money,  without  grant  of  Parliament.^ 

"  5*  That  it  is  tht  rightof  the  fubjeft  to  petition  die  King;  and  all  commitments  an3  pro*-- 
♦*  fecutions  for  fuch  petitioning,  are  illegal . 

"  6.  Thatthe,  raifing  or  keeping  a  ilandrhg-army  witliin  the  kingdom  in  tinie, of  peace,  un- 
«*  lefs  it  be  witli  confent  of  ParKamcnt,  is  againft  law.. 

<*  7.  That  tlie.  fubjefts  wha  are  -  Proteftants  may.  have  arms  far  their  defence,  fuitible  to  •. 
**  their  conditions,  and  as  allowed  by  law. 

•*  8.  That  the  elcftion  of  Members  of  Parliament  ought  to  be  free 
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9,  That  the  freedom  of  fpccch,  and  debates  or  proceedrngs  in  Parliament,  ought  not  t6 
be  impeached  or  qneftioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Parliament. 

**  10.  That  exceflive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excefEve  fines  impofed  :  nor  cruel 
and  unufual  puniihments  inHided. 

11.  That  jurors  ought  to  be  duly  impanneled  and  returned  ;  and  that  jurors  whicli  pafs 
upon  men  in  trials  for  high  treafon  ought  to  be  freeholders. 

12.  That  all  grants,  and  promifes  of  fines  and  forfeitures  of  particular  pGrfons  before  con- 
viftion,  are  illegal  and  void. 

13.  And  that  for  redrefs  of  all  grievances,  and  for  the  amending,  ftrengthening,  and  pre-- 
ferving  of  the  laws.  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  frequently. 

'^  And  they  do  claim,  demand,  and  infift  upon  all  and  Angular  the  premifes,  as  their  un- 
doubted rights  and  liberties  ;  and  that  no  declarations,  judgments,  dqings,.  or  proceedings, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  people  in  any  of  the  faid  premifes,  ought  in  any-wife  to  be  drawn 

**  hereafter  into  confequence  or  example; 

*'  Having  therefore  particular  encouragement  from  the  declaration  of  his  Highnefs  the 
**  Prince  of. Orange, — and  an  entire  confidence,  that  he  will  perfefl:  the  deliverance  fo  far  ad- 
*'  vanced  by  him,  and  will  Hill  preferve  them  from  the  violation  of  their  rights,  which 
**  they  have  here  affcAed,  and  from  all  other  attempts  upon  their  religion,  rights,  and  li- 
**  berties. 

^*  II.  The  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  aflcmbled  at  Weftminfter, 
**  do  rcfolve,  that  William  and  Mary,  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange,  be,  and  be  declared, 
**  King  and  C^ueen  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland  ;  to  hold  to  them  during  their  lives,  and 
**  the  life  of  the  furvivor  of  them  ;  but  the  fole  and  full  excrcife  of^he  regal  power  to  be  only 
in  the  Prince,  though  in  the  names  of  both. — And,  after  their  deceafe,  the  crown  todefccnd 
to  tlie  heirs  of  tlic  Princefs,  and,  failing  fuch,  to  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body;  and,  for  default  of  fuch  iffue,  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  faid  Prince 
**  ot  Orange. 

III.  That  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  be  abrogated,  and  in  their  ilead  the  two 
foUowing^  oaths  be  fubftituted/'     (Thefe  we  have  already  exhibited,  with  the  new  corona- 
oath.)' 

"  IV.  Upon  which  their  faid  Majefties  did  accept  the  crown  and  royal  dignity  aforcfald.— 

*^  V.  And  thereupon  their  Majefties  were  pleafed,  that  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons,  be- 

'^  ing  the  two  Houfts  of  Parliament,  fhould  continue  to  fit ;  and,  with  their  fiiid  Majefties 

"  royal  concurrence,  make  efFeftual  provifion  for  the  fettlement  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  li- 

*^  berties  of  this  kingdom.  .  % 

"  VI.  Now,  in  f  urfuance  of  the  premifes,  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,,  and 
**  Commons,  in  Parliament  aflcmbled,  for  the  ratifying  and  confirming  of  the  faid  dedara- 
*'  tion, — by  the' force  of  a  law  made  in  due  form  by  authority' of  Parr!an}ertt ;  do  pray,  that 
**  it  may  be- declared  and  enafted, — That  all  and  fingular  the  rights  and  liberties,  aflerted  and 
**  claimed  in  the.  faid  declaration  are  the  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  fo-  ftiall  be  eftecmcd,  allowed,  and  adjudged  ;  and  firmly 
and  ftriftly  holden  and  obfervcd. — And  that  all  officers  and  minifters  whatfucvcr  fliiU 
"  ferve  their  Majefties  and  their  fucceflbrs,  according  to  the  fame,  in  times  to  come. 

**  VII.  And  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  ferioufly  confidering,  how  it  has  pleafcd  Al- 
mighty God,  in  his  marvellous  providence  and.mcrcirul  goodnefs  to  this  nation,  to  provide 
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1689  "  and  prefervc  their  faid  Majefties^  mod  happily  to  reign  over  us  ;  for  which  they  render 
**  unto  him,  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  their  humbled  thanks  and  praifes  ;  do  firmly, 
•*  afluredly,  and  in  the  fincerity  of  their  iiearts  think,  and  do  hereby  recognize,  acknowledge, 
*^  and  declare,  that  King  James  the  Second,  having  abdicated  tlie  government,  and  their  Ma- 
"  jefties  having  accepted  the  crown  and  royal  dignity — are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  by  the 
^^  law^  of  this  realm,  our  Sovereign  Liege  Lord  and  Lady,  King  and  Qaeeii,  as  aforefaid, 
«  &c. 

"  Vin.  And,  for  preventing  aU'  queftions  and  divifions  in  this  realm,  by  reafon  of  many 
^*  pretended  titles  to  the  crown,  and  for  preferving  a  certainty  in  the  fucccffion  thereof,  the 
.  **  faid  Lords  and  Commons  pray  that  it  may  be  enafted,"  (here  the  fucceffion,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding artick  IL  i^  enaded)  '^  and  thereunto  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
**  Commons,  do,  in  the  name  of  all  the  people  of  England  aforclaid,  moft  humbly  and 
^'  faithfully  fubmit  therafelves,  their  heirs,  and  pofterities,  for  ever ;  and  do  faithfully  pro- 
"  mife,  that  they  will  fland  to,  maintain,  and  defend  their  faid  Majcfties,  and  alfo  tiie  limi- 
**  tation  and  fucceffion  of  the  crown  herein  fpecified  and  contained, — with  their  lives  and 

eftates,  againft  all  perfons  whatfoever  that  fhall  attempt  any  thing  to  the  contrary. 

IX.  And  whereas  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that  it  is  inconfiflent  with  the  fafety 
and  welfare  of  this  Proteftant  kingdom  to  be  governed  by  a  Popifh  Prince,  or  by  any  King  or 
Queen  marrying  a  papift,  we  pray  that  it  may-  be  enafted, — That  every  perfon  holding  com- 
munion with  the  church  of  Rome,  or  elfe  that  fhall  marry -a  papift,  fhall  be  for  ever  exclud- 
ed, and  be  incapable  to  inherit  and  poflcfs  the  crown  of  this  realm  :  and  in  every  fuch  cafe, 
the  people  of  this  realm,  and  of  Ireland,  arc  hereby  abfglved  of  their  allegiance,  and  the 
crown  fliall  defcend  to  the  next  Proteflant  in  fucceffion,  who  fhould  have  enjoyed  the  fame, 
had  the  other  been  naturally  dead. 

X.  And  whoever  fhall  hereafter  fucceed  to  the  crown,,  fhall,  if  of  twelve  years  of  age  or 
upwards,  make  and  fubfcribe  tlie  declaration  in  the  ftatute  of  the  thirtieth  year  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  intitled,  An  Aft  for  the  more  eflfeftual  preferving  the  King's  Perfon 
and  Government,  by  difabling  Papifls  from  fitting  in  either  Hoiife  of  Parliament.    - 

XL,  All  which  fhall  hereby  be  declared^  and  enafted  to  be,  the  law  of  this  realm  for 
^*  ever. 

**  XII.  And  that  no  difpenfation  by  non  objlante^  of  or  to  any  ftatute,  or  of  any  part  therc- 
^*  of,  fliall  hereafter  be  allowed, — except  it  be  allowed  in  fuch  ftatute  :  and  except  in  fuch  cafes 
**  as  fhall  be  fpecially  provided  for  by  a  bill  or  bills  to  be  pafTed  during  this  prefent  feflion  of 
*'  Parliament. 

'*  XIII.  Provided,  that  no  charter,  grant,  or  pardon,  granted  before  the  twenty-third  day 
^*  of  Oftober  rGS^,  fliall  be  invalidated  by  this  aft  ;  but  that  the  fame  fhall  remain  of  the  fame 
^*  force  and  efFeft  in  law,  and  no  other,  than  as  if  this  aft  had  never  been  made." 

Whoever  is  even  but  flenderly  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  feveral  preceding  reigns 
in  England,  but  moft  efpecially  with  that  of  King  James  the  Second,  cannot  fail  to  pronounce 
this  aft  of  Parliament,  (which  we  have  here  contrafted  as  far  as  the  very  important  matter  of 
it  would  permit)  to  be  a  new  and  complete  Majna  Charta,  or  a  folemn  re-eflablifhmcnt,  with 
improvements,  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  Englifh  people,  formerly  at  any  time  claime;d  by  vir- 
tue of  the  power  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  laws  and  ft^t'utcs  of  England  :  and,  in  one  word, 
that  this  folemn  ftatute  has  moft  efTcntially  fixed  the  juft  boundaries  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  tlie  fubjeft  :  the  moft  happy  confequcnces  where- 
of 
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'1^89  of  have  ever  Cncc  been  fenfibly  fcen  and  felt ;  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  fo  remain  to  the 
end  of  time.  So  that,  as  one  of  our  poets  obferves,  on  King  Henry  the  Third's  fign- 
ing  of  tlie  old  Magna  Charta^  near  five  hundred  years  before,  at  Runny  Mead,  from  hence* 
forward  :- 

•*  Tyrant  and  Shve,  thofc  names  of  hate  and  fear, 
**  The"  happier  flile  of  King  and  Subject  bear." 

The  good  effefts  of  this  fame  firm  eftablifhment  of  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  people  of 
England  have  in  nothing  been  more  confpicuous  than  in  the  great  increafe  of  commerce,  Ihip- 
ping,  manufaftures,  and  colonies, ^as  well  as  of  riches  and  people,  fince  that  happy  period; 
notwithftanding  our  having  been  fince  engaged  in  feveral  very  expcnfive  and  bloody  wars,  ia 
vindication  of  our  invaluable  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious. 

We  may  here  further  obferve,  that  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  about  the  fame  time,  made 
a  fimilar  aft,  claim,  or  declaration  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  when  they  recognized  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  for  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland. 

King  James's  net  revenue,  when  he  abdicated,  was  two  million  fixty-onc  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  yearly  ;  for  which  annual  revenue,  though  granted  by  Parlia- 
iiament,  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  prcdecefibrs  deemed  themfelves  accountable  to  their  people 
or  Parliament,  after  being  fo  granted.  It  is  therefore  one  of  the  great  bleffings  of  this  happy 
revolution,  that  exaft  boundaries  are  fet  by  Parliament  to  the  expence  of  the  civil  lift  ;  and 
tliat,  excepting  the  poft  office  revenue,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  the  hereditary  crown  rents^ 
the  application  of  the  fupplies  granted  annually  by  Parliament,  have  conftantly  and  pundtually. 
been  accounted  for  in  every  fucceeding  feffion. 

The  ground  on  which  the  ftrcets  called  The  Seven  Dials,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles's  in  the- 
Fields,  in  the  weftern  fuburbs  of  London,  was  not  begun  to  be  built  on  till  about  this  year 
1689,  as  appears  by  The  Continuation  of  Rapin's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  in  folio^ 
p.  97,  note  I.     It  was  crown  land,  and  granted  by  King  William  to  the  Earl  of  Portland. 

In  Dr.  D'Avenant's  Effay  on  Ways  and  Means,  publiflied  in  the  year  1695,  he  tells  us, 
that  the  ordinary  revenue  of  France  was,  before  the  war,  yearly,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  livres,  or  about  twelve  millions  fterling.  '*  We  all  know,'*  fays  he,  '*  how  hard* 
**  ly  this  great  fum  was  extorted  from  the  people  ;  but  they  were  enabled  to  pay  it  by  the  ba- 
^  lance  that  arofc  to  them  from  the  vent  of  their  commodities  and  manufaftures.  Their  moft 
ftaple  trade  was  in  wine,  oil,  fait,  linen,  and  paper;  their  other  manufaftures  are  innumer- 
able :  and  a  vaft  profit  they  diil  conftantly  make  by  the  rcfort  of  ftrangers  to  their  country,, 
and  likewife  by  furnifhing  all  Europe  with  their  fineries  and  vanities." 
It  is  not  very  certain  how  long  tl^e  Engliih  Eaft  India  Company  have  been  fettled  on  the 
famous  river  Ganges,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  (for  there  is  no  city  or  town  fo  named) ;  pro- 
bably it  was  in  the  former  part  of  this  century.  Their-firft  faftory  in  that  kingdom  was  at 
the  town  of  Huguely,  on  a  river  of  that  name,  being  a  branch  of  the  Ganges,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  from  its  mouth."*  About  this  year  the  company,  for  their  greater  convenience, 
removed  to  Calcutta,  on  the  fame  river,  where  they  built  the  fort  named  Fort  William,  which 
they  ftill  poflefs.  Their  fort  and  garrifon  were  eftabliihed  here  for  the  purpofc  of  protefting 
the  company's  veflels  coming  down  that  river  from  Patna,  laden  with  piece  goods,  raw  filk, 
and  Ialt;fetre,  being  the  principal  ftaple  commodities  of  Bengal ;  otherwifc  the  Rajahs,  whofe 
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1689  dominions  lie  on  that  river,  and  who  are  either  tributaries  to,  or  elfe  powerful  governors  tin* 
der  the  Mogul,  not  a  great  diftancc  from  his  court ;  were  apt  to  make,  and  fometimes  have 
made,  arbitrary  demands  of  duties  for  paffing  that  way.  Higher  up,  at  the  town  of  Huguely, 
the  Dutch  have  a  noble  fort  and  faftory,  for  the  fame  trade,  and  alfo  for  Bengal  (luff's,  calico, 
cotton,  and  muflin,  for  the  European  markets ;  as  alfo  for  opium,  ginger,  long  pepper,  to- 
bacco,  &c.  for  the  country  trade. 

On  the  fame  river  too,  the  French  lately  had  a  fort  and  faSory.     Here,  likewife,  the 
Danes  had  formerly  a  faftory.     Likewife,  in  the  year  1723,  the  late  Oftend  Company  had  a 
faftory. 
•  At  Huguely,  the  Great  Mogul  has  a  cuftom^houfc,  and  on  that  river  there  is  a  vaft  trade 

carried  on  for  all  kinds  of  India  goods,  backward  and  forward  :  and,  bedde  their  ftaple  goods 
before  mentioned,  they  trade  in  fluffs  of  herba,  (the  rind  of  a  certain  tree,  which  they  drefs, 
and  draw  out  fo  fine,  that  it  works  like  filk,  with  which  and  alfo  with  cotton  it  is  woven) 
aloes,  .opi^m,  wax,  laque,  civet,  indigo,  canes,  ipiccs  ;  alfo  in  fugar  and  rice,  carried  all  over 
India  in  immcnfe  quantities. 

This  great  kingdom  of  Bengal  had  its  own  monarchs  till  the  year  1582,  when  it  was  con- 
quered  by  the  Mogul.  It  is  one  of  the  fineft  countries  of  all  Alia,  and  is  faid  to  bring  five 
.millions  fterling  annually  into  the  Mogul's  treafury  ;  and  is  likewife  obliged,  on  occafion,  to 
fupply  him  with  forty  thoufand  horfe,  and  eighty  thoufand  foot  foldiers. 

The  Portuguefe  }iad  once  feveral  faftories  here ;  but  have  long  fince  been  expelled  by  the 
Moguls,  for  their  rapacious  and  outrageous  conduft.  / 

Higher  up  Huguely  River,  at  Caflcmbazar,  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  have  their  out-faftories  : 
as  at  Dacca,  an  ifland  in  the  moft  eafterly  branch  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  at  Maldo,  on  another 
branch  of  that  vaft  river  ;  all  depending  on  the  before-mentioned  principal  and  fortified  fafto- 
ries. The  Englifh,  Dutch,  and  French,  have  each  a  faftory  at  Balafore,  or  Baflbra,  in  the 
Bay  of  Bengal,  chiefly  for  taking  in  pilots  for  condufting  them  up  the  Ganges.  At  this  time, 
the  Englifh  Company  publiflied  a  ftate  of  their  trade,  fhipping,  and  forts,  viz. 

**  Firft,  That  within  feven  years  paft,  they  had  built  fixtcen  great  (hips,  from  nine  hundred 
*'  to  thirteen  hundred  tons  each. 
[•  "  Secondly,  That  in  lieu  of  Bantam,  from  whence  they  had  been  expelled,  they  have  ereft- 

**  ed  and  garrifoned  three  forts  in  other  parts  of  India,  for  the  pepper  trade.  " 

Thirdly,  That  they  had  now  at  fea,  in  India,  and  coming  home,  eleven  (hips,  and  four 

permiflion  fhips,  whofe  cargoes  amounted  to  above  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
♦*  pounds. 

Fourthly,  They  had  feven  great  Ihips,  and  fix  permjfiion  ones,  all  for  Coaft  and  Bay^ 
**  whofe  cargoes  amounted  to  near  five  hundred  and  feven ty  thoufand  pounds. 

*'  Fifthly,  They  had  feven  fhips  for  China  and  the  South  Seas,  whofe  cargoes  amounted  to 
"near  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befide  feveral  fmall  veflels,  conftantly  remaining  in 
*•  India. 

"  Sixthly,  That  they  have  now  remaining  India  goods  unfold  at  home,  to  the  value  of  fc- 
^*  ven  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Seventhly,  That,  by  means  of  their  Ifle  of  Bombay,  they  have  brought  thither  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  trade  of  Surat ;  and  where,  from  four  thoufand  families,  computed  when 
*^  the  company  firft  took  pofleffion  of  it,  they  arc  fincc  incrcafed  to  fifty  thoufand  families,  all 
^*  fubjeft  to  the  company's  laws. 

V  Laftly, 
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•1689  "  Laftly,  The  company  had -made  a  pioft  fucccfsful  war  with  the  Mogul,  and  brought  him 
to  reafonable  terms,  ^confirmed  by  that  Prince's  own  Phirmaund,  and  (bcured  by  a  flrong 
garrifon  at  Bombay  ;  which,  being  one  of  the  beft  ports  in  India,  and  lying  fo  near  Surat, 
"  (the  great  emporium  of  the  Indian  trade  to  Arabia,  Perfia,  Baflbra,  and  the  Red  Sea)  if 
the  Ei>glifh  trade  had  not  been  brought  thither  to  load  hohie,  and  not  at  the  river  of  Surat, 
as  formerly,  it  would  not  have  been  near  fo  beneficial.'*  This  is  indeed  a  very  pompous 
view  of  that  company's  condition,  as  publiflied  by  themfelves :  but  their  enemies  foon  after 
gave  a  very  different  view  of  it. 
1690  Bcfide  the  benefits  elfewhere  mentioned  to  have  been  received  by  England  from  the  French 
King's  revocation  of  theedift  of  Nantes,  in  the  year  1685,  it  did- good  fervice  to  the  Englifh 
colonies  in  America;  and  particularly  in  the  year  1690,  when  King  William  fettled  fome 
hundreds  of  the  French  refugee  families  on  the  fouth  fide  of  James  River  in  Virginia,  above 
the  Falls,  where  they  have  fince  much  improved  that  naturally  fine  country. 

The  French  in  the  province  of  Canada,  in  America,  growing  troublefomc  neightours  to 
tile  Englilh  province  of  New  York,  by  endeavouring  to  draw  to  themfelves  the  whole  trade  of 
:peltry  with  the  Indian  nations;  the  government  of  New  York,  in  this  year  1690,  made  an 
attempt  on  Quebec,  the  capital  town  of  Canada,  diftant  about  four  or  five  hundred  miles 
from  New  York  city.  For  this  end  they  marched  from  New  Albany  Fort,  with  three  hun- 
dred Englifh  and  three-hundred  allied  Iroquois  Indians ;  and  although  the  French  governor 
of  Canada  had  with  him  above  double  the  number  of  regular  troops,  befides  Indians,  yet  the 
Englifh  defeated  him,  and  killed  about  three  hundred  of  his  men :  but,  not  having  artillery,  • 
^c.  proper  for  attacking  their  forts,  which  furcly  they  fhould  have  forefeen,  they  were  obliged 
to  be  content  with  this  viftory,  and  fo  to  return  home. 

In  this  fame  year.  General  Coddrington,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifh  Leeward 
Iflands,  had  better  fuccefs  in  the  Wefl  Indies :  for,  by  the  help  of  fuccours  from  England, 
joined,  to  the  regiments  he  had  raifed  in  thofe  iflands,  he  retook  from  the  French,  with  the 
lofs  of  two  hundred  men,  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher ;  from  whence  he  conveyed  the  French 
inhabitants,  confifling  of  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  men,  befidc  women  and  children,  to 
Hifpaniola  and  Martinico.  The  fame  year  he  likcwifc  retook  the  ifle  of  St.  Euflatia,  which 
the,  French  had,  the  preceding  year,  taken  from  the  Dutch :  he  alfo  took  from  tlie  French 
the  ifks  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew ;  but  he  failed  in  his  attempt  on  Guadaloupe. 

In  this  fame  year  1690,  Sir  William  Phipps,  with  a  fleet  and  land  forces  from  New  Eng- 
land, failed  for  Nova  Scotia,  and  got  ^ofTeflion  of  the  fort  and  town  of  Port  Royal,  (fince 
named  Annapolis  Royal)  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  which  till  then  had -been  fo  trooblefome  to 
our  commerce  in  America,  by  means  of  the  French  privateers,  as  to  have  obtained  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Dunkirk  of  America.  He  alfo  feized  on  and  demoliflied  a  fort  at  St.  John's 
River;  and  creftcd  better  forts  in  their  ftead.  The  French  till  now  had,  from  Port  Royal, 
carried  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  the  fugar  ifles,  &c.  with  fifh,  lumber,  and  peltry.  Yet  King 
William's  prcfTures  obliged  him  to  rcftore  it  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  and  fo  it  re- 
mained till  the  following  century. 

So  great  is  the  quantity  of  timber  in  that  country,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  New  England, 
that,  in  after  years,  the  furveycjr  general  for  the  woods  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  Ame- 
rica had  dire£lions  to  fet  out  three  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  the  beft  woodlands,  for  white 
fine  trees,  for  mafLs  and  other  £hip  timber,  to  be  near  the  fea  or  navigable  rivers,  and  to  be 
Vx)L.  II.  4  F       ^  referved 
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1690  referved  for  the  navy  royal :  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ever  carefully  looked  after,  whatever 
reports  tliere  may  be  of  negle£ts  therein. 

The  number  of  houfes  in  England  and  Wales,  this  year,  as  returned  by  the  books  of  the 
hearth  duty,  at  Lady-day  1690,  was  one  million  three  hundred  aixd  ninety- one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  ;  which,  at  fix  perfons  to  a  houfe,  makes  the  number  of  fouls  fcven 
millions  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety,  or  very  near  eight  mil- 
lions. (Dr.  D'Avenant's  Eflay  on  Ways  and  Means  of  fupplying  thfc  War,  London,  1695.) 
So  that,  reckoning  one  million  and  an  half  in  Scotland,  which  may  be  near  the  truth,  and 
two  millions  in  Ireland,  which  We  have  elfewhere  fliewn  to  be  very  near  the  truth,  there  is 
good  ground  to  believe,  there  may  be  at  leaft  eleven  millions  of  fouls  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland.  That  author  makes  the  houfes  in  Yorkfhire  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
thoufand  and  fifty-two  ;  in -Wales,  feventy-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  ;  and 
in  London,  Weftminftcr,  and  Middlefex,  one  hundred  and  eleven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

Until  in  or  near  about  this  year  1690,  there  was  fcarce  any  other  kind  of  paper  made  irt 
England,  but  the  9oarfe  brown  fort.  But  tlie  war  witli  France  occafioning  high  duties  on 
foreign  paper,  the  French  Proteftant  refugees  fettled  in  England  chiefly,  and  alfo  our  own 
few  paper  makers,  now  began  to  make  white  writing  and  printing  paper ;  which,  in  length  of 
time  has  been  brought  to  fo  great  perfeftion,  both  for  beauty  and  fubilance,  that,  in  our  own 
time,  we  import  only  certain  kinds  of  Genoa  and  Dutch  paper  ;  which,  however,  bears  but  a 
fmall  proportion  to  all  the  paper  ufed  in  the  Briti(h  dominions.  How  great  a  laving  this  has 
proved  to  Britain,  may  partly  be  conceived,  from  what  has  been  often  formerly  aflirmed  by 
'  fuch  as  are  well  acquainted  therewith,  viz.  that  to  France  alone,  from  whom  we  now  take 
none,  even  in  time  of  peace,  we  paid  annually  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  paper  only. 

At  this  time,  or  a  little  before,  certain  mines  of  lead  and  alfo  of  copper  were  found  in  die 
lands  of  Sir  Carbery  Price,  in  Cardiganfliire,  in  South  Wales :  which,  requirinr;  great  ex- 
pence  to  work,  Jne  at  firft  divided  into  twenty-four  (hares,  in  this  year  1690.  This  was  the 
original  rife  of  the  Mine-adventurers  Company,  by  the  ill  conduct  of  which  fo  many  perfons 
and  families  were  greatly  hurt,  and  others  utterly  ruined.  In  the  year  1693,  that  gentleman 
and  his  partners  fubdividcd  the  faid  twenty-four  fhares  into  four  thoufand  and  eight  (hares, 
for  tlie  term' of  twenty-two  years  and  an  half;  in  which  many  lords  and  gentlemen  of  worth 
were  deeply  concerned.  Yet  for  want  of  a  fufficient  ftock  of  money,  for  carrying  on  fo  ex- 
pcnfivc  a  work,  it  langui(hed  and  went  retrograde  until  the  ye^r  1698,  when  a  new  conftitu- 
tion  was  eftabli(hed,  by  indenture,  in  a  pompous  mailner  ;  the  Duke  of  Leeds  being  thereby 
cftabli(hed  governor  of  this  company,  and  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth  deputy  governor,  both 
during  .life,  with  a  feleft  committee  of  managers  or  direftors  :  and  a  new  capital  ftock  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  was  raifed,  for  paying  off  debts  before  contra£led,  and  forvigoroufly 
carrying  on  the  mines ;  and  five  years  were  hereby  added  to  the  faid  twenty-two  years  and  an 
half  of  their  grant.  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth's  propofal  and  plan  was  accepted  of,  and  he-' 
undertook  the  cdnduft  of  the  whole,  viz.* to  difpofc  of  the  four  thoufand  and  eight  (hares  by 
a  lottery  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,  at  five  pounds  per  ticket,  confiil- 
ing  of  twenty-five  thoufand  tickets  in  all ;  whereof  two  thoufand  five  hundred  were  to  be  for- 
tunate :  with  abundance  of  wild  perplexed  and  romantic  articles ;  which,  however,  drew  in 
many  perfons  of  worth  and  charafler. 

a  ^  Sir 
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1690      Sir  Humphry  Mackworth  brought  into  this  new  conftitution  his  own  lands,  coal  pits,  and 

mines,  near  Neath,  in  Glamorganfhire,  wheVe  wharfs  and  warehoufes,  refining  houfes  and 
mills  were  ereftcd,  and  much  lead  ore  was  raifcd,  from  whence  quantities  of  filver  were  ex- 
trafted,  and  alfo  litharge  of  lead,  which  is  ufed  by  apothecaries,  furgcons,  and  painters ;  but 
moft  principally  by  potters,  for  glazing  of  their  earthen  ware,  and  by  the  makers  of  fine  glafs; 
and  of  red  lead,  into  which  litharge  is  eafily  transformed.     Thus  they  went  on,  at  a  vaft  ex- 
pence,  till  the  next' century  ;  till  which  time  we  fliall  leave  them,  after  obferving,  that  it  is- 
fomewhat  ftrange,  fo  many  fagacious  perfons,  as  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth  drew  into  this  pro- 
jeft,  did  not  entertain  any  fufpicion  of  his  pompous  out-fet,  and  of  his  propoials  of  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  clear  profit  of  th6  mines  to  be  difpofed  of  to  fuch  charitable  ufes  as  he  fliould  direft, 
previous  to  their  knowing  any  thing  certain  whether  there  would  be  any  profit  at  all  from  a 
mere  embryo  projeft.     By  fuch  means,  and  likewifc  by  his  charity  propofal,  abundance  of 
clergy,  widows,  and  orphans  w-erc  engaged  therein. 
^69 1       After  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company's  very  great  expencc  of  money  and  men  in  their^ 
war  with  the  Great  Mogul,  they  at  length  obtained  peace  WMth  him,  and  the  reftitutioa  of 
their  former  privileges,  in  the  year  1691  ;  when  they  likewife  re-cftabliflied  their  revolted  fac- 
tory at  Bombay,  and  quieted  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena.     Neverthelefs,  the  above  great  expencc, 
the  inccflant  clamours  of  the  interlopers,  and  of  the  friends  of  thofe  put  to  de;ath  at  St.  He- 
lena, jointly  confpired  to  bring  that  company  into  great  difcrcdit ;  fo  that  printed  papers  were 
handed  about  in  coffee  houfes  and  other  public  places,  difplaying  their  crimes  and  mifcarriages ; 
doubtlefs  not  without  exaggerations.     Propoials  alfo  were  publilhed  for  diflblving  this,   aiid 
for  erefting  a  new  company.     And  fo  far  was  the  Houfe  of  Commons  influenced  hereby,  as 
in  this  fame  year  to  addrefs  King  William  to  diflblvc  the  company,  agreeable  to  the  power  re- 
ferved  by  the  crown  in  their  charter,  and  to  incorporate  a  new  one. 

The  King's  anfwer  was,  "  that  it  being  a  matter  of  very  great  importance,  it  required  fomc 
"  time  to  confider  their  faid  addrefs."  In  the  mean  time  the  King  referred  it  to  a  committee 
of  the  privy  council ;  whereupon  the  company  did,  in  writing,  declare  their  fubmiffion  to  fuch 
regulations  as  that  committee  of  council  (hould  prefcribe;  which  were  infubftancc:  **  that 
*'  their  capital  ftock  fliould  be  made  up  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  leail, 
**  but  not  to  exceed  two  millions ;  of  which  the  prefent  company's  capital  of  feven  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  pounds  was  to  conftitute  a  part :  and  the  prefent  company,  jointly  with 
the  new  fubfcribcrs,  to  be  incorporated  for  twenty-one  years.'^  We  fliall  give  the  com- 
pany's anfwer  and  vindication  under  the  next  year. 

The  government  of  New  England  ftill  finding  the  French  in  Canada  to  be  v«ry  troublefome 
neighbours,  they  fent  out  a  fleet  of  thirty-two  fail,  with  two  thoufand  land  forces  oh  board, 
for  the  attack  of  Quebec ;  but,  being  eight  weeks  in  failing  up  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence, 
(which  the  autlior  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America  thinks  might  have  been  done  in  two  or 
three  weeks)  they  thereby  gave  time  to  the  French  to  bring  all  their  flrength  to  Quebec :  be- 
fore which  place  our  people  being  repulfed,  were  obliged  to  re-embark ;  many  of  their  (hips  in 
coming  down  that  river  were  wrecked  or  lofl :  and  when  two  thoufand  Englifli  knd  one  thou* 
fand  five  hundred  Indians  had  marched  over  land  from  New  York,  Connefticut,  &c.  they 
found  no  canoes  to  tranfport  them  over  tlie  lakes ;  they  werei  therefore  likewife  forced  to  re- 
turn  home.  In  this  unfortunate  and  ill-conduftcd  expedition  the  province  of  New  England 
contrafied  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  debt:  and  there  were  faid  to  have-been 
one  thoufand  lives  loft,  one  way  or  other.  r 
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1691       We  Ihall,  under  this  year  1691,  exhibit  (from  p.  13,  of  the  preface  of  an  oftavo  book,- 

•  printed  in  this  fame  year,  entitled,  An  Account  of  new  Inventions  and  Improvements  now 

neccflary  for  England)  a  pregnant  inftance  of  French  vanity  and  arrogance,  which  the  author 

aflBrms  was  tlicn  engraven  on  the  great  French  firft  rate  fliip  of  war,  named  the  St.  Louis j  viz.. 


"  Jefuis  rufuqueJe  Wnd^y 
**  JE>  mon  Roy  du  Monde! 

Which  wc  apprehend  may  not  unfitly  be  englifh^d  thus ; 

I 

•*  I,  on  the  Ocean,  am  the  mightieft  things- 
**  As  on  the  land  is  ray  ajl-potcnt  King  1 

369a  We  fliali  now  give  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  vindication  of  themfefves,  by  way  of 
reply  to  the  regulations  propofed  by  the  committee  of  the  privy  council,  at'the  clofe  of  the 
preceding  year,  viz.  "  that  their  prefent  quick  and  dead  ftock,"  (the  former^ means  Ihips  and 
merchandize,  the  latter  forts,  fa£tories,  houfes,  &c,)  «^  and  revenue,  are  really  worth  more 
**  than  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  prefenr  current  prrce  of  their  capital 
**  ftock  at  market  being  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.     That  they  knew  no  law  nor  reafon, 

for  their  being  thus  difpoffeflfed  of  their  eftates  at  an  under  value.     That  their  forts,  towns^ 

and  territories  in  India  are  theirs  for  ever  by  their  charters,  and  have  coft  them,  firft  and 
**  laft,  above  a  million  fterling.  That  all' the  other  propofed  regulations  arc  better  provided 
**  for  by  their  prefent  charter  than  they  can  be  by  any  new  one,  &c."  Vide  an  Account  of 
fome  Tranfa£lions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  before  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  re* 
lating  to  the  late  Eaft  India  Company,  in  quarto,  1693,  p.  1,-2,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  King's  anfwef  to  the  Commons  beforc-mentionredaddfefs,  was  in 
fubftance,  **  that,  upon  due  confultation,  he  found  he  could  not  diflblve  the  faid  company  in 

lefs  than  three  years  warning;  during  which  time  they  couldnot  be  hindered  from  trading, 

nor  could  a  new  .company  trade  till  thofe  three  years  were  expired.  That  the  company  hav- 
*'  ing  rejefted  moft  of  the  regulations  made  by  the  committee  of  council,  he  was  of  opinion, 
•*  that  what  was  needful  to  preferve  this  valuable  trade  could  not  be  perfefted  without  the 
*'  concurrence  of  Parliament:  wherefore  he  recommended  their  preparing  a  bill  for  that 
**  purpofe." 

TMs  was  fpeaking  like  a  good  King  to  a  free  people  ;  whereupon  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
took  the  fettlement  of  this  trade  into  confideration  :  yet,  through  their  divifions,  and  the 
company's  great  intereft,  they  did  nothing  effeftual ;  only  at  the  clofe  of  that  feflion  they  ad- 
drefled  the  King  to  dilTolve  the  company  at  ihe  end  of  tlie  faid  three  years ;  which,  he  told 
them,  he  would  take  into  confideration. 

A  war  with  France  having  (before)  been  fecn  to  be  unavoidable  by  England,  it  was  foon 
found  to  be  very  unfortunate  for  the  latter,  that  as  her  maritime  commerce  was  mucli  greater 
than  that  of  France,  fhe  was  thereby  very  much  expofed  to  captures  by  French  privateers  ;  fo 
that,  by  an  account  laid  before  the  Parliament,  in  this  fame  year  1692,  it  appeared,  that  the 
French  had  in  the  two  years  paft  of  this  war,  taken  from  England  no  lefs  than  three  tiioufand 
fail  of  tnrfing  veffels,  great  and  fmall.  And  within  the-fame  period. we  had  taken  from  France 
only  fixty-fcven  merchant  Ihips.    A  terrible  difference  indeed.     Yet  not  fo  difficult  to  be 

accounted 
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ib(j2  accounted  for  as  fome  raight  imagine,  when  it  is  confidcred  that  fo  great  a  part  of  the  French 

commerce  was  at  this  time  carried  on  in  foreign  (hips,  and  chiefly  till  now  in  Dutch  bottoms. 

« 

On  the  other  hand,  for  balancing  part  of  this  great  misfortune,  the  ftrift  prohibition  of 
commerce  by  both  nations,  during  this  war,  proved  the  occafian  of  gradually  deftroying  feve- 
ral  very  profitable  French  manufafturcs,  which  were  eitlicr  transferred  to  England  direftly,  or 
elfe  eftablifhed  by  other  nations.     Thus, 

Firft,  France  was  almoft  entirely  deprived  of  a  moft  profitable  linen  manufaftore,  never 
likely  to  be  regained,  of  twa  particular  fpecies,  viz.  dowlas  and  lockram,  chiefly  manufaftu* 
red  in  Normandy  and  Britanny ;  ofwhich  England  was  faid  to  have  taken  off  to  the  value  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  annually.  For  England  not  being  well  able  to  be  with- 
out thofe  two  forts  of  linen,  fet  the  Hamburgers  on  imitating  them  fo  well,  that  the  very 
names  of  thofe  French  linens  with  us  arc  buried  in  oblivion. 

Secondly,  France,  before  this  war,  manufaftured  fuch  good  and  cheap  felt»-hats,  at  Caud- 
beque,  Havre- de-Grace,  and  other  places  in  Normandy,  that,  by  our  prohibiting  of  them, 
we  have  gradually  arrived  at  fo  great  a  perfeftion  in  hat-making,  as  to  make  them  better,  as 
well  as  cheaper,  than  the  French  can  do^. 

Thirdly,  Before  this  war,  the  fine  glafs  manufaflrure  was  almoft  entirely  French.  For,  not 
only  very  near  all  the  plate-glafs  of  our  coaches  and  chairs,  and  of  our  fine  Iookin^-glafl!es, 
came  from  France,  but  likewife  our  fineft  window-glafs,  which  was  ufually  called  Normandy- 
glafs,  and  F'rench  crown-glafs^:  both  which  wc  have  fince  made  entirely  our  own  manufac- 
ture in  the  higheft  perfeftion. 

We  have  before  obferved,  under  the  year  1685,  the  great  benefits  which  had  accrued  to 
England  by  her  receiving  the  French  Proteftaht  Refugees,  who  introduced  feveral  new  manu- 
faftures:  nevertllelefs,  the  improvement  of  them,  and  of  the  others  before-naraeJ,  could  not 
have  been  fo  fpeedily  nor  fo  effeftually  accompliftied,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ftri£t  prohibition 
of  intcrcourfe  between  the  two  nations  by  this  war.     Whereby  alfo, 

Fourthly,  Cutlery-ware,  watches,  toys,  ribbons,  &c.  and  more  cfpecially  England's  broad- 
filk  manufa£lure,  have  been  fo  greatly  improved,  as  even  to  out-do  the  French  in  all  oi  them. 
Hence  it  may  be  well  imaginedhow  immenfe  the  lofs  of  France  mafl  have  been  in  thadccreafe 
of  their  faid  manufafturcs. 

This  year  was  propitious  to  England,  by  the  great  and  fignal  viftory  fhc  obtained  over  the 
naval  power  of  France,  off  La  Hogue,  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy ;  where  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  lay  ready  to  embark  with  the  late  King  James,  for  invading  of  England,  in 
cafe,  as  they  hoped,  that  the  French  fleet  Ihould  prove  viftorious. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  relates-,  that  three  hundred  tranfport  fhips  were  got 
leady  at  Breft,  and  Admiral  Tourville,  with  forty-four  fliips  of  war,  waited  fox  them  on  the 
Norman  coaft.  D'Etrees  was  alfo  on  his  way  from  Toulon,  with  another  fquadron  of  thirty 
Ihlps  of  war  ;  but  they  happened  to  be  detained  from  joining  Tourville  by  contrary  winds.-— 
The  combined  fleet  of  England  and  Holland,  according  to  him  and  others,  confifted  of  near 
one  hundred  fail,  commanded  in  chief  by  Admiral  Ruflcl,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Orford^ 
In  this  tremendous  naval  engagement,  twenty-one  of  the  beft  Ihips  of  France  were  deftroyed, 
amongft  which  was  its  fuperb  admiral-fhip,  the  Royal  Sun,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  brafs  can- 
nons, fet  on  fire  in  fight  of  that  army,  and  of  the  late  King  James.  Voltaire  relates,  that 
fourteen  of  the  largeft  French  ftiips  of  war  were  run  a-ground  on  the  adjacent  coaft,  two  of 
which  number  carried  each  one  hundred  and  four  guns ;    and  their  commanders,  knowing 

tliar 
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1692  that  they  muft  be  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  with  their  own  hands  fet  fire  to  them.     This,  adds 
he,  was  the  firft  check  which  the  maritime  ftrength  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had  as  yet  received. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  French  Refugees  in  England  formed  a  fucccfsful  projeft  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  England,  for  the  making  of  lullrings  and  alamodcfilks;  a  manufafture  then  in 
great  vogue,  and  from  which  France  had  reaped  vaft  advantages,  by  England's  payiiig  her  great 
funis  of  money  yearly  for  them.  They  now  had  a  patent  for  it,  the  Earl  of  Pembrojce  being 
their  firft  governor,  for  the  folc  privilege  of  making  thofe  filks,  which  they  foon  brought  to 
pcrfcftion,  whereby  much  money  was  faved.  And  although,  by  the  change  of  faftiion,  thefe 
iilks  are  not  now  in  requeft,  the  projeft  however  contributed  to  tlie  improvement  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  filk  manufafture  in  general.  By  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap. 
xxxvi.  it  appears,  that  the  faid  Royal  Luftring  Company  had,  in  the  year  1697,  brought  this 
manufafture  to  the  greateft  perfeftion;  wherefore  foreign  luftrings  and  alamodcs  are  thereby 
prohibited,  &.c.  This  obfolete  charter  was  made  one  of  the  bubbles  of  the  year  1720,  and  fell 
with  them  foon  after  to  nothing.  It  was  called  the  Royal  Luftring  (vulgarly  Luteftring) 
Company. 
1693  In  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary^  an  aft  of  Parliament  paf- 
fed,  cap.  XV.  For  continuing  certain  afts  therein  mentioned,  and  for  charging  feveral  joint- 
flocks  ;  whereby  it  was  enafted^ 

"  I.  That  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  Eaft  India  joint-ftock,  there  fhould  be  anfwered  to 
**  their  Majefties  five  pounds  ;  valuing  the  whole  joint-ftock  of  that  company  at  fevcn  hund- 
**  red  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid  quarterly  by  their  governor  or  treafurer,  and 
**  to  be  dedufted  from  the  feveral  perfons  interefted  in  the  faid  ftock,  according  to  tlieir  fevc- 
**  ral  (hares  and  proportions  therein,  upon  their  next  dividends. 

"  II.  And  for  every  ftiare  in  the  joint-ftock  of  the  Royal  African  Company^  twenty  fhiU 
**  lings." — Without  naming  how  many  (hares,  or  what  fum  the  faid  joint-ftock  confifted  of. 

"  III.  And  for  every  fliare  in  the  joint-ftock  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  five  pounds.'* 
Without  afcertaining  the  number  of  (hares,  or  the  quantity  of  ftock  of  this  company. 

•*  And  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  three  companies  (hall  make  default  in  payment  of  any  of  the 
"  faid  fums,  at  tlie  time  herein  fpecificd,  tlie  charter  of  fuch  company  refpeftively  (hall  be, 
•*  and  is  hereby  adjudged  to  te  void," 

Thefe  were  the  only  joint-llock  commercial  companies  then  in  England ;  the  other  three 
great  commercial  companies,  viz.  the  Ruffia,  Turkey,  and  Eaftland  ones,  being  only  regula- 
ted companies,  wherein  every  member  or  freeman  traded  folcly  on  his  own  bottom  ;  fubjeft 
.only  to  certain  regulations  and  reftriftions  by  the  bye-laws  and  general  orders  of  each  com- 
pany;  which  have  therefore  the  appellation  of  Regulated  Coippanies. 

It  happened,  it  may  be  truly  faid  either  intentionally  or  moft  unaccountably,  that  the  Eaft 
India  Company  neglefted  to  pay  their  above  tax  within  the  time  limited  by  this  aft  ;  by  which 
y  legally  forfeited  their  charter.  Yet  King  William  was  unwilling  to  take  advantage  there- 
of, as  it  would  have  occafioned  great  diforders  and  lofles  to  the  proprietors.  The  company, 
however,  hereupon  was  faid  to  have  diftributed  great  fums  of  money  to  men  in  power  :  they 
therefore  obtained  a  new  charter,  on  the  fevcnth  of  Oftober,  1693,  reftoring  them  to  all  the 
powers,  fee.  which  former  charters  had  given  them  ;  but  with  the  following  provifo,  viz. 

**  Thatif  the  company  did  not  accept  of,  fubmit  to,  and  efFeftually  execute,  fuch  orders, 
^*  direftions,  additions,  alterations,  reftriftions,  &c.  relating  to  the  conftitution  and  powers  of 
*'  their  corporation,  and  its  trade  and  joint-ftock,  &c.  as  the  King  (hall  by  charter  ordain, 

**  under 
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1693  **  under  his  great  fcal,  before  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  1694,  then  their  Majefties  may 
**  revoke  this  charter."  Which  regulations  and  orders  were  accordingly  made  by  two  royal 
charters:  the  firft  of  which  was  on  the  eleventh  of  November,  1693,  in  fubflancc  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

**  I.  All  fubfcribers  ftiall  be  members  of  the  company. 

"  IL  Seven  hundred  and  forty-four  tlioufand  pounds  fliall  be  the  whole  capital  of.  the 
**  company. 

**  III.  None  (hall  fubfcrtbe  above  ten  thoufand  pounds. 

"  IV.  In  general  courts,  one  thoufand  pounds  ftock  to  have  one  vote ;  nor  none  fliall  have 
^*  above  ten  votes. 

*•  V.  Such  as  fliall  become  proprietors  by  purchafc,  fliall  pay  for  their  freedom  five  pounds; 
^«  who,  as  alfo  the  new  fubfcribers,  fliall  take  the  oaths  appointed  by  law,  and  alfo  the  free- 
•*  man's  oath. 

•'  VI.  The  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy-governor,  to  have  a  cafting  vote  In  all 
"  courts  ;  each  of  them  to  have  four  thoufand  pounds  in  their  own  right;  and  each  committec- 
**  man  one  thoufand  pounds."     They  had  not  as  yet  got  the  modern  name  of  direftors. 

*•  VII.  No  permiffion  fliall  be  granted  for  fiiips  to  India  on  a  private  account,  on  the  pe- 
*'  nalty  of  forfeiting  the  charters. 

"  VIII..  No  private  contraft  is  to  be  made  for  tlie  fale  of  the  company's  goods  (faltpetrc 
*'  only  excepted,  fold  for  the  King's  ufe)  :  but  all  to  be  openly  and  publicly  fold. — And  no 
**  one  lot,  jewels  excepted,  to  exceed  five  hundred  pounds  value. 

**  IX.  The  company  fliall  annually  export  to  India,  of  the  growth  and  produft  of  England, 
**  to  the  value  of  at  leaft  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

"  X.  The  company  fliall  annually  fupply  the  crown  with  five  hundred  tons  of  laltpetre,  at 
"  thirty-eight  pounds  ten  fliiUings  per  ton,  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  forty-five  pounds  in  time- 
**  of  war. 

"  XI.  All  dividends  of  the  company's  profits  fliall,  for  the  fufure,  be  made  in  money  only. 

^*  XII.  A  book  to  be  hereafter  kept  by  the  company,  wherein  the  value  of  their  ftock^all 
*^'  bt  entered,  as  attefted  upon  oath,  and  to  be  viewed  by  all  concerned  ;  and  the  like  as  to  all 
"  mortgages,  alienations,  transfers,  and  aflignments. 

XIII.  The  joint-ftock  of  the  company  fliall  continue  for  twenty-one  years :  and  one  year 

before  its  expiration,  books  fliall  lie  open  for  new  fubfcriptions  to  a  new  joint-ftock." 

In  an  Englifli  iift  of  Parliament,  of  this  fourth  and  fifth  year  of  King  William  and  Queen 
]Mary,  For  the  regaining,  encouraging,  and  fettling  the  Greenland  trade,  cap.  xvii.  it  is  ob- 
ferved.  That  the  trade  to  the  Greenland  feas,  in  the  fifliing  for  whales,  had  heretofore  been  a 
very  beneficial  trade  foY  England,  both  in  refpeft  to  the  employing  of  feamen  and  fliips,  and 
the  confuming  of  great  quantities  of  provifions,  (how  different  is  this  ftile  from  the  proclama- 
tions of  King  James  an:d  King  Charles  the  Firft  !)  as  alfo  in  the  importing  of  great  quantities 
of  oil  and  whale-fins  : — Yet  that  this  trade  had  been  wholly  loft^  to  the  kingdom,  and  could 
now  no  otherwife  be  revived  than  by  united  endeavours  in  a  joint-ftock. — '*  Wherefore,  this 
**  aft  incorporates  Sir  William  Scawen,  and  forty-one  perfons  more,  to  be  a  corporation,  by 

the  name  of  The  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  Greenland  ;  with  the  ufual 

powers  of  fucceflion^  &c.  this  company  having  already  fubfcribed  forty  thoufand  pounds 

for  that  end  :  the  mafter,  atid  only  one-third  of  the  mariners  to  be  Englifli,"  (the  want  of 
Englifli  harpooners,  &c.  being  at  this  time  fo  great)  **  and  the  fliips  to  be  Englifli-built. — 

^*  All 
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1693  **  All  contrafts,  agreements,  and  bargains  for  their  ftock  to  be  void,  unlefs  transferred  wltli- 
^*  in  ten  days  after. — This  corporation  only  to  exiil  for  fourteen  years,  from  the  firll  of  Ofto- 
•*'  ber,  1693." 

The  Englifh  and  Dutch  naval  exploits  in  this  year,  proved  almoft  as  unfortunate  as  they 
had  been  profperous  in  the  preceding  year.  For  Sir  George  Rooke,  with  twenty-three  fhips 
of  war,  Slaving  the  Turkey  fleet  under  his  convoy,  was  attacked  by  the  grand  tieet  of  France, 
commanded  in  chief  by  Tourville,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent  i  who  took  or  deftroyed  twelve  Eng- 
lifh  and  Dutch  fliips  of  war,  together  with  eighty  merchant  fliips,  EngHfh  and  Dutch-:  v;hich 
-was  a  feveie  lots  to  both  nations. 

The  French,  we  have  feen,  having,  even  in  time  of  peace,  in  the  year  1686,  feized  on  all 
the  forts  of  England  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  excepting  that  at  Port  Nelfon,  King  William,  in  this 
year  1693,  fent  out  fuch  a  force  as  retook  all  thofe  forts.  Neverthelefs,  foon  after,  the  French, 
with  a  flronger  force,  again  poiTeiTed  themfelves  of  all  the  forts  in  the  bottom  of  that  bay. 

1694  The  revenues  of  tlie  city  of  London  having,  in  fome  former  times,  been  under  bad  or  neg- 
ligent management,  the  fund  for  the  Orphans  of  Freemen  was  fufFered  to  run  fo  far  in  arrear, 
that  tlic  Chamber  of  London^  where  that  fund  was,  and  is  ftiil  kept,  was  Ihut  up  for  fcveral 
years  :  of  v;hjch  great  complaints  were  made  at  different  times  ;  fo  that  this  {hutting  up  was 
compared  to  KingCharles  the  Second's  fliutting  up  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  year  1672. — 

■  .  After  three  or  four  years  folicitation,  the  magi  ft  racy  coming  into  better  hands,  they,  in  this 
year  1694,  obtained  an  a£t  of  Parliament,  For  relief  of  the  orphans,  and  other  creditors  of  the 
city  of  London,  (fifth  and  fixth  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  x.)  purporting,  **  That  whereas 
•'  tlic  mayor,  commonalty  and  citizens,  are  anfwerable  for  all  monies  of  their  orphans;  but 
^*  that,  by  rcafonoffundry  accidents  and  calamities,  they  are  now  indebted  to  the  faid  or- 
**  phans,  and  other  creditors,  for  principal  and  intereft,  in  a  much  greater  fum  than  they  arc 
.  **  able  to  fatisfy,  (viz.  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds)  unlefs  fome  affillance  be  given  them  :— 
*•  It  was  therefore  enaAed, 

**  Firft,  Thit  towards  the  raifing  a  perpetual  fund,  to  pay  tlie  yearly  intereft  of  four  per 
'*^  cent,  for  the  whole  debt,  to  any  orphans,  or  their  affigns,  or  other  creditors,  of  the  city 
of  London,  all  the  manors,  mefiuages,  markets,  fairs,  agueduAs.,  and  revenues  of  the  faid 
city,  (excepting  the  public  hofpitals,  and  the  revenues  of  London  bridge)  fhall  be  cliarged 
forever,  from  Midfummer  1694,  towards  raifing  the  clear  yearly  fum  of  eight  thoufand 
"  pounds  for  ever,  and  two  thoufand  pounds  more  to  beraifed  per  annum,  on  perfonal  eftates. 
'*'  And,  for  the  incrcafe  of  this  fund,  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  was  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  convex  lamps./'  .(then  in  vogue,  but  fince  come  to  nothing  ;  four-pence 
per  chaldron  for  metage  on  coals  imported  ;  and  fix-penee  more  per  chaldron  or  ton,  for 
fifty  years,  from  Michaelmas  1700,  to  be  collcfted  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  the  aft  of  the 
ninetcentli  of  Charles  the  Second,  For  rebuilding  of  the  city  of  London ;  alfo  four  (hillings 
per  ton  on  wines  imported  ;  two  fliillings  and  fix- pence  for  binding  of  every  apprentice; 
**  and  five  (hilKng«  for  every. new  freeman. — And,  to  the  intent  that  this  fund  may  be  perpe- 
'"  tual,  it  was  now  cnafted^  That  from  the  time  that  the  laft-named  impofitioa  of  fix-pence 
•**  on  coals  Ihall  ceafe  and  determine,"  tIz.  from  Michaelmas  1750,  "  then  the  before-named 
**  -city-lands,  manors,  mtfluages,  markets,  &c.  and  all  other  the  city's  revenues,  lliall  ftand 
**  and  be  charged  with  the  further  yearly  fum  of  fix  thoufand  pounds,  aver  and  above  the 
"  before-named  annual  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds,  applfcable  to  the  fame  ufe.     All  which 
■"  funis' (hall,  iu  the  firft  place,  be  applied  to  pay  the  faid  four  per  cent,  yearly,  for  intereft  oa 
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1694  ''  the  faid  orphans  debt,  to  be  paid  half  yearly,  on  Midfuramer  and  St.  Thomas's  day  :  which 
**  debt  fhall  be  a  perpetual  transferable  {lock. — But  no  orphan  (hall,  for  the  future,  be  com- 
pellable to  pay  any  money  into  the  chamber  of  London. — And  any  orphan,  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  applying  hereafter  to  pay  in  a  fum  of  money  into  the  chamber  of  London, 
**  may-take  advantage  of  this  aft,  and  the  Chamberlain  may  thereupon  pay  off  the  like  fum  to 
**  any  who  are  not  orphans  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  admit  the  faid  orphan -in  hiSt 
^*  flead. — Claufcs  in  favour  of  the  corporations  of  the  water-companies  of  the  New  River, 
*'  York  Buildings,  Shadwell,  and  London  Bridge.*' 

It  was  a  very  fad  difgrace  to  Sir  John  Trevor,  fhcn  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to 
be  expelled  by  that  Houfe  in  the  fucceeding  Scflion,  for  having  taken  a  bribe  of  one  thoufand 
guineas  for  the  facilitating  the  paffing  of  this  aft:  he  himfelf  being  obliged,  in  the  chair,  to 
put  the  queftion  for  his  own  expulfion.  We  may  here  add,  that  upon  the  credit  .of  this  new 
Orphans  Fund,  aprojc^-was  afterward  propofed  to  be  ingrafted  by  Mr.  William  Paterfon 
the  iirft  projcftor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  others,— for  railing  an  additional  joint-flock 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  lending  of  money  on  la^nd  fecuritics,  for  a  volimtary  re- 
giilcr  of  lands,  and  for  iffuing  and  circulating  of  a  paper  credit,  &c.  which,  however,  did  not 
take  place.  • 

By  a  ftatute  of  the  twenty -firft  of  King  George  II.  cap.  xxix.  this  aft  is  further  explained 
and  enforced,  and  the  faid  fix  pence  per  chaldron  continued  for  thirty-five  years,  from  1750  ; 
and  alfo  three  thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  be  paid  to  the  Mercers  Company,  for  the  relief  of 
their  annuitants. 

By  the  great  increafe  of  the  London  (hipping  and  navigation,  the  parts  of  the  fuburbs  eaft 
•of  the  Tower,  and  below  St.  Catherine's,  called  Wapping,  were  become  fo  populous,  that, 
in  this  fame  year  1694,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  ereft  a  new  church  and  parifh,  for  the  inha- 
bitants  thereof^  by  the  name  of.  The  Parilh  of  St.  John  in  Wapping,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dJefex. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  faid  fifth  and  fixth  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  xxii.  a  tax 
was  laid  on  London  hackney  coaches,  then  fixed  at  feven  hundred  in  number,  of  four  pounds 
per  annum  each,  befidea  fine  of  fifty  pounds  for  their  firft  licence  for  twenty-one  years  ;  and 
eight  pounds  per  annum  on  ttage  coaches.  And,  (that  we  may  have  no  more  to  fay  hereafter 
on  this  point)  by  an  aft  of  the  ninth  year  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xxiii,  tlie  hackney  coaches  of 
London  were  fixed  at  eight  hundred  in  number,  to  commence  from  Midfummer  17 15,  when 
tlie  former  term  was  to  expire  ;  from  which  term  each  of  thofe  coaches  wore  to  pay  five  fhill- 
lings  weekly.  Aifo  two  hundred  hackney  chairs  were  thereby  licenfed,  at  ten  Ihillings  each 
per  annum  :  in  the  year  following  they  were  increafed  to  three  hundred  ;  and  by  cap.  xii.  of 
the  twelfth  year  of  King  George  the  Firft,  the  faid  hackney  chairs  were  increafed  to  four  hun- 
dred in  number,  by  reafon  of  the  great  increafe  of  new  buildings  westward.    ^ 

This  fame  year  is  memorable  for  the  firft  ereftion  of  the  prefent  moft  ufeful  and  laudable 
Corporation  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  which  has  not  only  proved  extremely  beneficial  to 
commerce,  but  has  alfo^  on  many  emergencies,  been  a  great  fupport  of  the  public  credit  of  the 
nation. 

We  have  partly  feen,  that  before  this  time  there  were  propofals  and  fchemes  offered  to  the 

public  for  a  like  purpofe  :  and,  it  is  indeed  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  a  public  or  general  bank, 

capable  of  not  onFy  fupporting  its  own  credit,,  by  a  paper  currency,  for  the  benefit  of  com- 

ancrce,  (efpecially  with  refpeft  to  large  payments,)  but  alfo  for  affifting  or  fupporting  the  na- 
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1694  tional  credit,  was  jiot  fooner  eftabliihed  ini  a  country  fo  much  abounding  in  wealth  and  com-^ 
nierce. 

There  were  in  Europe,  at  this  time,  but  four  great  or  coniiderable  banks,  viz.  thofe  of  Am- 
ftcrdani,  Venice,  Genoa,  and  Hamburg;  of  which  aU  but  that  of  Genoa,  are  foiely  for  the 
convenience  of  mercha»ts :  of  which  alfo  we  have  already  treated  fufficiently.  At  Amfterdam, 
Venice,  and  Hamburg,  all  bills  of  exchange  and  other  large  payments  are  ufually  paid  in  their 
banks,  which  iaves  much  trouble  to  merchants. 

There  are  in  other  parts  of  Europe  certain  banks,  which  are  not  only  for  the  convenience : 
of  commerce,  but  for  the  emolument  of  their  proprietors.  Thofe  proprietors  having  origi- - 
nally  advanced  money  to  the  ftate,  for  whi<?h  they  had  a  perpetual  fund  of  intereft  4  and  they 
obtained  alfo  tlie  privilege  of  calb-keepers  for  merchants  and  others.-  Such  are  the:  ba^ks-  of 
Genoa,  Naples,  and  Bologna ;  there  being  two  fuch^  in  tlie  laft-named  city,  in  one  of  which 
though  only  ten  per  cent,  was  ever  paid  in,  they  are  faid  to  make  adividend  on  the  whole  no- 
minal capital ;  and  they  are  alfo  feid  to  lend  money  at  one  percent,  per  annum,'  proceeding 
from  the  great  caflx  they  are  intrufted  with  without  intereft.  After  this  fecondfort  of  banks 
was  our  new  intended  Bank  of  England  modelled,  as  well  as  the  twa  incorporated  Banks  of 
Edinburgh. 

Moft  of  the  former  printed  propofals  for  public  banks  in  England,  -  feem  to  hkve  had  that 
of  Amflerdam  principally  in  view ;  but  although  that  famous  bank  be,  without  doubt,  a  noble 
and  very  afeful  one  amongft  a  people*  whofe  wealth^  confifts  almoft  entirely  in  money,  and 
f  what  we  rail  perfonal  eftates,  it  is  at  leaft*  doubtful,  whether  one  exaftly  after  that  model  would 

\  be  fo  fuitable  for  England.     Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain-,  that  feveral  men  of  good  abilities 

had  for  many  years  paft  employed  their  thoughts  on  this  important  fubje£t,  nearly  refembling., 
the  Bank  of  Genoa^  and  partly  thofe  alfo  of  oin-  9wn  private  bankers,  having  circulating  notes  • 
or  bills,  bt^t  with  more  than^  all  the  conveniencies^  of  thofe  private  ones,  and  without  the  ha- 
zard of  bankruptcies.     It  was  alfo  weU  judged,  that,  in  order  to  bringdown  the  high  rates  of 
intereft  and  premiums  at  this  time  paid  by.  the  government,  which  was  big  witli  mifcbief  to 
commerce,  by  inducing  men  to  draw  their  money  o«t  of  trade,  it  would  be  requifite  to  efta- 
blifli  a  public  transferable  fund  of  intereft ;  which  bank  Hiould  alfo  be  for  the  convenience  of 
daily  receipts  and  payments;  and  tharfueh  a  fclieme  fhould  beconftituted  a  body-politic,  with^ 
proper  powers,  &c. 

Mr.  William  Paterfon,  merchant,  who  had  been  much  in  feveral  foreign  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, had  laboured  this  point  ever  fince  the  year  1 69 1,  with  K^lichael  Godfrey,  Efquire,  and^' 
others  of  the  fame  mind :  and,  as  England,  at  this  time,  was  put  to  very  confiderable  difiicul- 
.  ties  for  railing  the  annual  fupplies,  in  order  to  fupport  an  expenfive  war  againft  fo  potent  a 
foreigrf  enemy  ;  whilft  the  public  meafures  were  at  the  fame  time  clogged  and  diftrefled  by  a» 
violently-difafFcfted  fadion  at  home,  who  alleged,  that  banks  could  thrive  no  where  but  in  a 
republic  ;  and  yet  would  at  other  times  argue,  that  fudi  a  bank  as  was  propofed,  would  make 
the  King  abfolute  ; — he  hoped,  that  the  government  would  therefore  readily  incorporate,  with 
certain  powers  and  privileges,  a  number  of  well-afTefted  gentlemen,  who  would  advance  a( 
large  fum,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  public  exigencies  :  yet,  as  he  hirafelf  relates,  in  his  Ac- 
count of  his  Tranfaftiotts  in  Relation  to  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  Orphans  Fund,  print- 
ed in  folio,  in  the  year  1695,  be  found  it  much  more  difficult  to  get  it  confented  to  by  the 
Privy  Council,  the  King. being  in  Flanders,  in  order  to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  than  he 
,had  at  firft  apprehended*     The  monied  men  alfo  oppofed  it^  left  it  fhould.  diminiih,  as  it  cer-^ 

tain^ 
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1694  tainljr  foon  after  did,  their  exorbitant  gains  from  the  public  diftreffcs ;  for  even  eight  per  cent. 
on  tlie  land  tax,  befide  additional  premiums,  though  payable  within  the  year,  did  not  fatisfy 
them.  Other  anticipations  of  the  public  revenues  were  much  higher,  the  intereft,  premiums, 
and  difcounts  thereon  running  up  to  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  percent.  And  fad  it  was  to 
conMer,  that  contrafts  for  things  fold  to  the  government,  were  made  on  the  foot  of  forty, 
fifty,  to  cent,  per  cent,  above  the  current  value :  according  to  the  fame  author,  who  was 
known  to  be  well  acquainted  with  thcftate  of  things  in  thofe  times. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Paterfon  obferves,  in  his  ingenious  book  called,  The  Conferences  on 
the  Public  Debts,  by  the  Wedncfday's  Club  in  Friday  Street,  that  fo  greatly  were  th^  then 
minifterral  people  diftrefled  for  raifing  the  annual  fupplics,  as  to  (loop  to  folicitations  to  the 
London  Common-council,  for  the  borrowing  of  only  one  or  two  hundred  thoufand  ppunds 
^t  a  time,  on  the  firft  payments  of  the  land  tax  ;  as  particular  Common-councilmcn  did  to  the 
private  inhabitants  in  their  refpeftive  wards,  going  from  houfe  to  hbufe  for  the  loan  of 
money. 

The  debates  held  long  in  the  Privy  Council,  Queen  Mary  prcfent,  many  being  of  opinion, 
that  a  bank  would  not  anfwer,  as  they  were  only  to  have  eight  per  cent,  on  the  one  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  advanced  by  the  propofers  of  this  bank.  The  dif- 
^ffefted  were  all  againft  it ;  alleging,  it  would  engrofs  the  money,  ftock,  and  riches  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  brief,  an  aft  of  Parliament  having  pafled  in  this  fame  fifth  and  fixth  of  King  Williaria 
and  Queen  Mary,  cap.  xx.  For  granting  feveral  rates  and  duties  on  tonnage  of  fliips,  and 
on  beer,  ale,  and  other  liquors,  for  fecuring  certain  rccompences,  &c.  to  fuch  perfons  as 
fliall  voluntarily  advance  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  it  was  thereby  enafted, 
**  That  their  Majcfties  might  grant  a  commiflion  to  take  particular  fubfcriptions  for  onemil- 
_  *•  lion  two  hundred  thoufand,  part  of  the  faid  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,*^ 
(becaufe  the  miniftry  would  not  truft  the  whole  to  this  new  fcheme)  **  of  any  perfons,  natives 
**  or  foreigners — whom  their  Majefties  were  hereby  empowered  to  incoi-poratci  with  a  yearly 
**  allowance  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;"  viz.  ninety-fix  thoufand  pounds,  or  eight 
per  cent,  for  intereft,  till  redeemed  ;  and  four  thoufand  pounds  to  be  allowed  the  intended  bank, 
tor  charges  of  management, — "  T^^  corporation  tb  have  the  name  of,  The  GoverKor  and  Company 
**  of  the  Bank  of  England. — Their  faid  fund  to  be  redeemable  upon  a  year's  notice,  after  the 
**  firft  of  Auguft,   1705,  and  payment  of  the  principal ;  and  then  the  corporation  to  ceafe. 

"  The  company  was  hereby  enabled  to  purchafe  lands,  &c.  unlimitedly, — and  to  enjoy  the 
^*  other  ufual  powers  of  corporations. — Their  ftock  to  be  transferable. — The  corporation  Ihall 
**  not  borrow  or  give  fecurity  under  their -common  feal,  by  bill,  bond,  covenant,  oragree- 
«*  ment ;  nor  fhall  owe  at  any  one-time  more  than  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
•*  unlefs  it  be  by  future  afts  of  Parliament,  upon  funds  to  be  agreed  on  in  Parliament. — And 
^*  in  cafe  of  this  corporation's  borrowing  any  greater  fum  than  one  million  two  hundred 
**  thoufand  pounds  as  aforefatd,.  Tinder  their  common  fcal,  then  every  pri'vate  member,  and 
'^^  their  heirs,  executors,  andadminiftrators,  (hall  be  proportiona'bly  chargeable  therewith,  or  for 
^^  the  repayment  thereof —This  corporation  fliall  not  employ,  or  trade  with  any  of  their  ftock, 
**  monies,  or  effefts,  in  the  "buying  »r  felling  of  any  goods  or  merchandize  whatever,  on  forfei- 
•«  ture  of  treble  the  value  of  what  is  fo  traded  for. — Provifo,  that  the  faid  corporation  may  deal 
^*  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  in  buying  and  felling  of  bullion,  gold,  or  filver,  and  in  felling  of 
^  any  goods  or  merchandize  which  fhall  be  pledged  to  them  for  money  lent  thereon,  and 
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1694  "  which  fliall  not  be  redeemed  at  the  time  agreed  on,  or  within  three  months  after  ;  and  may 
**  alfo  fell  fuch  goods  as  Ihall  be  the  produce  of  lands  purchafcd  by  the  faid  corporation. — 
**  Provided  always,  that  all  bills  obligatory,  under  the  feal  of  the  faid  corporation,  may  be 

aflignablc  by  indorfemcnt  thereon^  toNes  quoties;  and  fuch  affignments  Ihall  abfolutely  vcft 
the  property  in  thcaflignces. — Provifo,  that  if  the  governor,  deputy -governor,  direftors,'* 
(this  is  the  firft  time  that  the  word,  Diredtors,  comes  into  ufe,  inftead  of  committees,  &c.) 
**  managers,  or  other  members  of  the  corporation  fo  to  be  eftablifhed,  Ihall,  upon  the  account 
**  of  the  faid  corporation,  at  any  time  purchafe  any  crown  lands  or  revenues,  or  Ihall  advance 
**  to  the  crown  any  money  by  way  of  loan  or  anticipation,  on  any  branch  of  tlie  revenue, 
•*  other  than  on  fuch  branches  on  which  a  credit  of  loan  is  or  (hall  be  granted  by  Parliament, 
**  they  fliall  forfeit  treble  the  value  of  money  fo  lent."  (It  is  more  than  probable,  that  the 
framers  of  this  claufe  had  then  in  their  thoughts  King  Charles  the  Second's  (hutting  up  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  the  bankers  money  therein^  in  the  year  1672,  which  they,  as  we  have  fecn, 
^had,  from  time  to  time,  advanced  to  that  Prince,  by  way  of  anticipation  of  his  revenues  ;  and 
that  this  wife  provifo  was  intended  to  prevent  any  fuch  dangerous  mifcbief  for- the  future.)— 
•*  Provided,  that  no  letters  of  fignet,  privy  feal,  or  great  feal  of  the  croWn,  fliall  pardon  or 
*'  remit  any  fine  or  amerciament  charged  on  this  corporation,  on  account  of  any  fuit  brought 
♦*  againft  them  ;  but  fuch  fine  fliall  be  dedudled  out  of  their  annual  fund." 

This  laft-named  provifo  was  wifely  framed  to  reftrain  a  formerly  aflumed  prerogative  of  ther 
crown  before  the  late  happy  revolution.     The  reft  of  this  long  aft  relates  to  the  Khig's  grant- - 
ing  of  annuities  for  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  for.  three  hundred  thouland  pounds  principal 
money,  the  refidue.of  the  one  million  five  hundred  thou&nd  pounds^  to  be  raifed  by  this  aft, 
as  above. 

In  confequence  of  this  aft  of  Parliament,  the  fubfcriptions  for  the  faid  "one  million  two  hun* 
drcd  thoufand  pounds  was  compleated  in.  ten  days  time,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  paid  down* 
And  the  King's  charter  of  incorporation  was  executed  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  July,  1694. 
Though  it  muflrbc  here  obferved,  tliat  this  charter  was  in  faft  little  more  than  a  piece  of  legal 
form,  all  the  eflential  powers,  privileges,  &c.  granted  to  this  bank,  being  included  in  the  above 
aft  of  Parliament ;  which  has  virtually  been  a  leading  one  for  thcerefting  of  all*  future  great 
trading  corporations;  whereby  (agreeable  to  the  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  year  1689,  entitled. 
An  Aft  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjefts,  &c.  which  law  we  apprehend  we 
have  before  rightly  termed,  England's  new  Magna  Charta)  the  crown  is  limited  and  reftrained 
from  granting,  by  its  fole  authority,  new  exclufive  powers,  privileges,  &c.  to  any  perfon  or 
body-politic  whatever.  Upon  which  ground  it  is,  that  all  corporations  erefted  folely  by  the 
crown,  without  the  fanftion  of  Parliament,  whether  before  or  fince  the  date  of  that  famous 
aft  of  the  year  1689,  which  contain  any  exclufive  rights  in  their  charters,  have,  upon  proper 
and  public  enquiry,  been  determined  to  be  fo  far  illegal.  ~ 

We  may  here  alfo  further  remark,  that  this  is  the  firft  inftance  of  any  national  fund  being 
managed  by  any  otl>er  than  the  crown  officers  at  the  Exchequer ;  which  new  method,  of  al- 
lowing a  round  fum  for  charges  of  management,  has  ever  been  fince  followed,  not  only  with 
rcfpcft  to  the  Bank,  but  alfo  to  the  Eaft  India  and  South  Sea  companies;  which  allowances 
for  the  expence  of  management,  i.e.  for  falaries  of  governors,  dircftors,  clerks,  office-rent, 
&c.  were  at  firft  ufually  computed  from  what  fimilar  funds  had  formerly  coft  the  crown  when 
managed  at  the  E^^chequer ;  though  generally,  in  later  tinlcs,  I  conceive,  with  forae  faving  to 
the  public  in  this  new  method. 
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"  The  ereftion  of  this  famous  bank,"  (fays  its  projcftor,  the  above-named  Mr.  Paterfoni 
who  was  chofcn  one  of  its  firft  difcftors,  '*  not  only  relieved  the  minifterial  managers  from 
■*  rhcir  frequent  proceflions,"  as  he  terms  them,  *'  into  the  city,  for  borrowing  of  money  on 
*'  the  beft  and  neareft  public  fecurities,  at  aa  intereft  of  ten*  or  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  ; 
•*  but  likewife  gave  life  and  currency  to  double  or  treble  tlie  value  of  its  capital  in  other 
**  branches  of  public  credit;  and  fo,  under  God,  became  the  principal  means  of  thefuccefs  of 
**  the  campaign  in  the  following  year  1695,  as  particularly  in  reducing  the  important  fortrefs 
*'  of  Namur,  the  firft  material  ftcp  towards  the  peace  concluded  at  Ryfwich,  in  the  year  1697." 
Mr.  Godfrey,  before-named,  in  his  judicious  Brief  Account  of  the  intended  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, publiihed  in  this  fame  year,^  wiitly  foretold,  *^  that  if  the  bank  can  circulate  their  foun- 
*•  dation  of  one  million  t\yo  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  having  more  than  three  hun- 
**  dred  thoufand  pounds  lying  dead  at  one  time  with  another,,  the  faid.  bank  will  be,  in  efFcft, 
••  as  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  frefh  money  brought  into  the  nation.  Thus,"  continues- 
be,  "  it  will  make  money  plcntifuU— ^trade  eafy  and  fecure ; — will  raife  the  price  of  lands,— 
will  draw  the  fpecies  of  gold  and.filver  into  the  hands  of  the  common  people,  as  w«  fee  it  in 
Holland,  Genoa,  and  other  places  where  thefe  funds  are  acconvmodatcd  to  receipts  and 
*'  payments.  But  after  all,"  fays  he,  *''  the  happy  efFedts  of  this  undertaking,  like  almoft  all 
**  other  great  things  in  trade,  will  be  beft  underftood  by  the  praftice  thereof,  when  time  Ihall 
**  convince  the  ignorant,  &c."  And,  as  this  has  actually  happened  as  the  faid  able  gentleman 
foretold,  we  Ihall  not  need' to  fay  more  in  tliis  place  on  the  great  benefits  of  this  bank. 

The  charter  was  dated- July  twenty-fevcnth,  1694 ;  and  direft^,  *^  that  there  be  a  governor^ 
**  deputy  governor,  and  twenty-four  direftors ;  of  which  thirteen  or  more  in  number  Ihall 
**  conftitute  a  court,,  the  governor  or>dcputy  governor  to  be  always  one  :  five  hundred  pounds 
ftock  ta  be  the  loweft  qualifications  for  a  vote  in  general  courts ;  and  no  proprietor,  how 
much  foever  his  ftock  may  be,  fhall  have  more  than  one  \ote.  The  governor's  qualifica- 
tion  ftock  tabe^at  leaft  four  thoufand  pounds,  the  deputy  governor's  three  thoufand  pounds, 
and  each  director's  two  thoufand  pounds;  and  all  thefe fliall  be  natural  born  fubjeds,  or 
naturalized  Leflening  their  qualification  ftock  vacates  their  office.  Which  offices  fhall  be 
only  annual.  They  fhall  take  the  ftate  oath,  and  alfo  the  oath  of  office,  and  the  oath  of 
ftock  qualification.  Voters  alfo  in  general  courts  fliail  take  the  qualification  oath  and  ftate 
oath.  No  dividend  to  be  made  but  by  confent  of  a  general  court ;  and  fhall  be  only  out  of 
the  intereft,  profit,  or  produce,  arifing  by  fuch  dealing,  buying,  and  felling,  as  the  before 
recited  aft  of  Parliament  allows.  General  courts  niay  make  bye  laws,  &c.  agreeable  to  the  ■ 
aft  of  Parliament,  and  the  general  laws  of  the  kingdom; — may  impofe  fines  on  con tra- 
veners  ; — may  appoint  falaries  to  governors,  direftors,  &c.  Stock  to  be  devifeable  by  will, 
to  be  attefted  by.  three  or  more  witnefles."  This  was  altered  by  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth  of  King  William,  which  made  bank  ftock  a  perfonal  eftate,  and  to  dcfcend  accordingly. 
Laftly,  neither  the  governor,  no.r  the  deputy  governor,  in  his  abfcnce,  fhall  have  any  vote 
either  in  general  courts  or  in  courts  of  direftors,  favc  where  there  fhall  appear  to  be  an 
•♦  equality,  or  equal  number  of  votes." 

It  is  evident,  from  the  above  recited  aft  of  Parliament  and  charter;  that  this  bank  is  em- 
powered to  lend  money  on  pawns  or  pledges:  yet  that- corporation  has  as  yet  made  but  little 
or  no  ufe  of  that  power;  although  in  the  Loudon  Gazette,  of  the  fixth  of  May  1695,  is  the 
following  advertifement,  viz.  "  The  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  Bank  of  England  give  notice, 
"  that  they  will  lend  money  on  plate,  lead,  tin,  copper,  ftcel,  and  iron,  at  four  per  cent,  per 
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1694  "  annum.'**  They  have  hitherto  contented  themfelves  with  bankhig  only;  including  therein, 
!thc  dealing  in  bullion  of  gold  and  filver,— the  dlfcounting  of  bills  of  exchange, — ^thc  advan- 
cing of  money  to  the  public  on  the  credit  of  afts  of  Parliament,  andthc  circulating  of  their  own 
fealed  bills,  which  bore  iRtcreft,  though  fincc  laid  afide,  and  of  their  cafli  notes  on  demand, 
tearing  no  intereft :  as  alfo  the  circulating  of  jexchcquer  biJIs  for  the  government,  on  a  ftated 
allowance,  in  all  which  this  happy  corporation  has  proved  extremely  advantageous  to  the  na- 
-tiqn,  and  has  prcferved  its  integrity,  and,  as  far  as  was  poffiblc,  its  credit,  even  in  very  peri- 
lous times,  down  to  our  own  days  :  which  has  indeed  been  chiefly  owing  to  their  members 
great  care  in  clefting  for  their  governors  and  direftors,  only  gentlemen  of  known  abilities  and 
integrity,  as  well  as  of  fortune. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  precautions' ufed  in  tlie  powers  given  by  law  to  this  bank,  it  bad 
many  enemies  to  ftruggle  againft.  Even  before  this  year  expired  it  was  fharply  animadverted 
on  in  print,  as  unfit  to  be  continued.  Some  very  ridiculous  objedions  pafled  down  with 
many:  as  "that  all  national  banks  have  hitherto  been  peculiar  to  republics,  this  being  the 
*•  firft  of  any  in  Europe  crcftcd  in  a  monarchy*  That  its  managers  and  chief  fubfcribefs  were 
«*  inclinable  -to  republican.principles*  That  it  may  fubvcrt  the  regal  government,  by  getting 
**  the  public  money,  &c.  into  their  hands.  That  it  draws  the  money  out  of  trade,  for  the 
**  fake  of  eight  per  cent,  intereft.  That  it  deftroys  perfonal  credit,  on  which  young  mer- 
-**  chants  were  wont  to  be  fupported  in  their  commerce,  &c." 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  September  1694,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  had  a  fecond 
-charter  of  regulations ;  which,  after  reciting  the  fubftance  of  the  two  pFeceding  charters,  made 
the  following  alterations  and  explanations,  among  others,  vi2^ 

"  I.  The  company  may  licence  their  own  commanders  and  mariners,"  but  "none  other, 
**  to  trade  on  their  own  private  account,  in  fuch  commodities  and  to  fuch  value  as  a  general 
*'  court  ihall  direft ;  provided  entry  be  firft  xluly  made,  as  well  as  cuftom  paid,  before  landing 
**  the  famp^ 

*•  II.  To  the  intent  that  the  company^s  annually  exporting  to  India  the  value  of  one  hun- 
^  dred  thoiifand  pounds  of  Englifh  goods  may  truly  be  proved,  a  juft  account  thereof  in  writ- 
•'  ing,  figned  by  the  governor  or  deputy,  fhall  be  annually  laid  before  the  King  and  council, 
^*  attefted  on  the  oath  of  the  proper  officers :  wiiich  goods  fhall  not  be  relanded,  nor  carried 
**  any  where  out  of  the  company's  limks. 

•*  III.  Neither  the  governor,  deputy,  nor  committee,  fhall  lend  out  the  company's  monev, 
*«  without  the  authority  of  a  general  court,  &c. 

•«  IV.  If  this  and  the  two  laft  charters  fhall  not  appear  to  "be  profitaWe  to  the  crown  and 
**  realm,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  then,  after  three  years  warning,  all  the  faid  three  charters 
**  fhall  be  determined  and  v^d,  and  tlie  faid  governor  and  company  fhall  no  longer  continue 
**  a  corporation.     Laftly, 

**  V.  This  company  fhall,  by  a  writing  under  tlieir  common  feal,  declare  their  acceptance 
*«  of  and  fubmiffion  to  this  and  the  faid  two  laft  charters,  or  elfe  they  fhall  no  longer  aft  as  a 
**  corporation.** 

We  may  here  juft  briefly  mentiort  a  temporary  law,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  William 
and  Mary,  cap^  5;xrv.  for  encouraging  the  building  of  good  and  defenfiMe  fhips.  Which 
grants  one-tentli  part  6ftlie  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  to  the  builders  of  three  decked  fhips, 
of  at  Icaft  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden  and  thirty-two  guns,  for  ten  yekrs  to  come ;  to 
be  allowed  only  on  or  for  theif  firft  three  voyages. 

In 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF      COMMERCE.  607 


ir.  D. 


1694  In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft  Indies  took  from  the  French  the  fortrefs  of  Pon- 
dicherry,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  thereby  (as  Voltaire's  fecond  volume  of  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV.  obfervcs)  the  commerce  of  France  declined  very  much  in  India.  Yet  Louis 
obliged  the  Dutch,  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwich,  in  the  year  1697,,  to  reftore  Pondicherry  to  the 
French  Company ;  and  it  was  thereupon  better  fortified  by  that  company  ;  though  fince  taken 
by  us.  They  have  alfo  fince  that  period  greatly  increafed  their  commerce  to  India;  as  both 
the  Englifh  and  Dutch  Companies  know  to  their  coft. 

By  the  new  fubfcription  of  feven  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds,  which  added 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-one  members  to  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company,  it  miglit  have 
been  imagined,  that  they  had  now  efFcftually  fecured  themfelves  againft  the  future  attacks  of 
opponents.  But  as  this  company  had  expended  vaft  furas  of  money  to  courtiers,  members  of 
Parliament,  and  others,  as  well  for  the  obtaining  of  the  laft  three  charters,  as  for  endeavour- 
ing to  divide  and  buy  off  the  interlopers ;  and  more  cfpecially  for  endeavouring  to  obtain  an^ 
aft  of  Parliament  for  their  abfolutc  legal  eftablifliment ;  their  enemies  found  means  to  in- 
fluence the  Houfe  of  Commons  fo  far  againft  them  as  to  enter  upoaa>ftrift. examination  of 
their  faid  praftices. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry  they  difcovered,  tharin-the  year  1693:  alone,    whilft  Sir 
Thomas  Cooke  was  governor,^  and  Francis  Tyffen,  Efquire,  deputy  goViernor,  upwards  of 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  were  expended  for  fecret  fervices  by  the  former,  and  by  Sir  Bafil  Fire  . 
brafs,  lately  brought  off  from  the  interloping  intereft  ;  which  two ^laft* named  gentlemen  re- 
fufing  to  difcover  towboro  the  faid  fecret  fervice  money  was  given,  were,  together  with  Mr. 
Charles  Bates- and  Mr.  James  Craggs,  corpmitted  to  the  Tower  of  Londbn,  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,.in  the  year  1695*     And  although,  in  obedience  to  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the 
faid  year.  1695,  Sir  Thomas  Cooke  made  a  difcovery  of  many  things  to  both  houfes  of  Par- 
.  liament,  yet  ir  did  not  give  entire  fatisfaftion ;  as  may  be  mote  fully  feen  in  a  printed  Col- 
left  ion  and  Supplement  of  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  Parliament,  of  the  years  1694  a^id' 
1695,  upon  thcr  Enquiries  into  the  late  Briberies  and  corrupt  Prafticesi  quarto,  1695.     Con- 
cerning which  we  fhall  juft  obferve,  that  various  finifter  arts  at  that  time  ufcd,  were  after- 
wards praftifed  on  a  fimilar  occafion  in  the  famous  year  1720:  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  Sir 
Bafil  Firebrafs's  contrafting  with  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  put,  (t .  e.  to  oblige  that  com- 
pany to  receive  of  him)  fixty  thoufand  pounds  India  ftock^  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent*, 
when  the  charter  fhould  be  granted;  although  their  ftock  was  then  only  at  one  hundred  per' 
cent. — Wherei;ipon  the  company  paid  him  the  difference,,  being  thirty  thoufand  pounds.— — 
The  difpofal  of  which  laft  fum  Sir  Bafil  Firebrafs  could  never  be  brpught  to  difcover.     Great 
fums  were  alfo  laid  out  for  the  refufal  of  ftock  at  certain  prices,  on  the  fame  fuppofition.    (Rc- 
fufal  of  "ftock  \vas  a  contraft  for  having  the  option  of  demanding  of  ftock  at  a  fixed  price ;  as 
the  Put  of  ftock  was  a  contraft  by  which,  for  a  premium  paid  down,  the  contraftor  obliged 
himfelf  to  take  a  fixed  quantity  of  ftock,  at  a  future  time,  for  a  fixed  and  higher  price  therein* 
fpccified.)     Thefe  new-fangled  or  cant  terms  were  firft  brought  into  ufe  by  this  company;  andi 
in  this  way  of  ftock-jobbing  daily  bargains  were  made  for  many  fucceeding  years,  fo  as  to  be: 
fince  reduced  into  a  kind  of  fctence ;  but  moft  eminently  in  the  famous  year  1720,  and  foime- 
years  after,  till  all  fuch  time-contrafts  and  bargains  forftbcks  were  made  penal  by  a6t  of  Parlia- 
ment.    Great  fums  were  affo  laid  put  by  the  managers,  to  anfwer  the  compaa]^'s  contrafts  for 
fale  of  ftock,  &c.     The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  alfo  impeached  the  Duke  of  Lceds>  theii 
Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council,  on  the  faid  account ;  but  tlie  prorogation  of  the  Parliament 
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1694  put  an  end  to  h.  Some  years  after  this  buftle  was  over,  Sir  Thomas  Cooke  hadtwehe  thon- 
land  pounds  bcftowed  on  him  by  the  general  court  of  this  company,  by  way  of  compenfation 
for  his  former  fuiFerings  on  their  account. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  beginning  was  made  to  the.dcfign  of  tlie  now  noble  and  magnificent 
:hofpital  at  Greenwich,  for  the  reception  of  decayed  failors  ferving  in  tlie  Royal-navy^  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  bad  ibr  fo'mc  time  had  this  much  at  heart ;  and  they  accordingly 
made  a  grant  of  the  royal  palace  at  Greenwich,,  a  part  of  which,  on  the  weflfide,  had  been  begun 
to  be  rebuilt  for  a  royal  palace  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  as  alfo  of  a  large  adjoining  fpacc 
of  ground,  for  tliis  end.  King  William,  after  Queen  Mary's  death,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
Odtober  1695,  appointed  by  patent  a  number  of  commiflioncrs  for  direAing  the  building  and 
endowing  of  this  intended  hofpital,  and  granted  a  large  fum  out  of  his  civil  lift  for  that  end, 
and  his  royal  fucceflbrs  were  alfo  conliderable  benefaftors  to  it.  At  length  annual  fums  were 
granted,  by  Parliament.for  finilhing  of  this  truly  magnificent  ornament,  the  glory  of  Great 
Britain  ;  which  was  fully  compleated  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second. 
In  the  fecond  edition  of  the  firfl  volume  of  Bifliop  Gibfon's  continuation  of  Camden's 
Britannia,  we  have  an  authentic  view  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  England's  royal  navy,  exhibited 
-in  this  year  1695,  by  Samuel  Pepys,  Efquire,  viz. 

Different  States  of  the  Roy  alNavy,       In  Camden  s  Time  ^   1607.  jSt  this  Time^   1695. 

1.  Number  of  fliips  and  vcfTels  from! 

llfty  tons  and  upwards  ]  *»^*  +0  fhips.  Now  above  200  (hips. 

2.  The  general  tonnage  of  the  whole  was  under  23,600  tons.         Now  above  1 1 2,400  tons. 

3.  The  number  of  men  required  fori 

„..,„  -u^  !%„,«  r  was  under  7,800  men.  Now  above  45,000  men* 

manning  the  lame  '  J  ''  ^-'' 

4.  The  medium  of  its  annual  fpeace   under  15,500/.  Above  400,000/. 
charge  during  the  laft  5  years  of\war      under  96,400/,                      Above  1,620,000/. 

In  this  remarkable  year  the  Parliament,  gentry,  and  merchants  of  Scotland  made  a  Very 
great  effort  (perhaps  one  of  the  greateft  that  had  ever  been  eflayed  at  one  time  by  any  Euro- 
pean nation  in  their  very  firft  attempt)  for  eftablifhing  a  colony  of  their  own  people  in  A^ne- 
rica ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  company  for  commerce  to  Africa  and  the  Eaft  Indies :  whicli, 
Jiowcver,  proved  ultimately  very  fatal  to  Scotland.  It  was  faid  to  have  been  fccrctly  fet  on  and 
encouraged  by  the  interlopers  in  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  trade  ;  who,  finding  that  both  King 
and  Parliament  inclined  to  favour  the  company,  flattered  themfclves  with  hopes,  that,  by  thus 
encouraging  the  Scotifh^lcfign,  they  might  obtain  their  own  particular  ends. 
.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain,  that  the  Scots  had  long  lamented  their  being  almoft  the  only 
maritime  country  in  Europe,  without  the  Mediterranean  and  Baltic  Seas,  which  had  no  co- 
lony nor  fettlement  out  of  Europe.  *  This  point  was  more  efpecially  in  their  thoughts  fincc 
the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ;  but  tlie  violent  meafures  of  the  two  royal 
brothers,  prevented  that  harmony  which  was  neceffary  to  reconcile  people  of  oppofite  parties 
in  fo  great  a  national  concern. 

Upon  King  William's  acceffion,  tbey  began  to  think  more  fcrioufly  about  fuch  mercantile 
fchcjnes  in  Scotland  ;  and,  in  the  year  1^93,  their  Parliament  pafled  an  aft  for  encouraging  of 
foreign  trade^  by  impowering  merchants  to  enter  into  commercial  focieties  ;  more  efpecially 
for  trading  to  Aiia,  Africa,  and  America,    .And  that  aft  paved  the  way  fcr  another  in  this 

year, 
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4695  ywrj  and  for  a  royal  charter  in  confequence  of  it,-  incorporating  a  company  to  trade  to  tliofc 
paits.  It-had  been  framed  by  Mr,  William  Paterfon,  the  projeftor  of  the  fiank  of  England, 
^nd  of  the  new  Orphans  Fund.  He  had  lived  fome  years  in  America,  as  well  as  in  fevcral 
other  foreign  parts,  and  had  entered  far  into  fpecolations  relating  to  commerce  and  colonies. 
He  was  fo  much  regarded  for  his  merit  and  public  fcrviccs,  and  alfo  on  account  of  his  loiies,  in 
projefting  even  this  unfuccefsful  projeft,  that  the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  tlie  year  17 13, 
voted  him  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fdrty-onc  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  ten  pence 
three  fartliings,  in  confequence  of  the  refblutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  fourth  of 
March  1707.  Mr.  Paterfon  had  thought  of  a  place  in  the  country  called  Daripn,  very  near 
the  ifthmus  which  joins  North  and  South  America,  uninhabited  by  any  European  people,  and 
ivhere  a  good  fettlcment  of  Scots  might  be  made,  and  to  have  another  feltlcment  oppofitc  to  it 
on  the  South  Sea  near  Panama:  whereby  he  propofed,  that  a  great  trade  might  be  carried  on 
both  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  The  fubftance  of  the  Scots  a£t  of  Parliament  and  Charter 
was, 

"  I.  That  a  number  of  pcrfons  of  quality,  and  df  eminent  merchants,  &c.  and  their  fuc- 

ceflbrs,  fhall  conftitute  a  company  for  a  trade  to  Ada,  Africa,  and  America  ;  to  be  called. 

The  Company  of  Scotland  trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies. 

*•  II.  Half  its  capital  ftock  at  leaft,  fhall  always  belong  to  native  Scotfmen,  always  refiding 

jir  Scotland  ;  the  reft  by  Scots  in  foreign  parts,  and  by  foreigners- 
Ill.  The  qualifications  of  members. 
IV.  The  company's  power  to  purchafe  lands,  &c. 

**  V.  And  to  levy  fcrces  and  fit  out  Ihips,  for  war  as  well  as  commerce — and  that  they  may 
•'  plant  colonies  and  ercft  forts  any-where,  not  being  the  property  of  any  European  ftate,  &c. 
-«<  — Provided,  that  tlieirftiips  Ihall  return  direftly  to  Scotland  with  their  cargoes. 

**  VI.  VII.  VIII.  The  trade  to  Afiaand  Africa  to  be  for  ever  exclufive  of  all  but  the  com- 
"•*  pany  :  but  to  Darien  only  for  thirty-one  years. — To  hold  their  lands  of  the  crown  in  fovc- 

reignty. — And  if  any  damage  be  done  to  the  company,  tlie  King  promifes  to  intcrpofe  at 

the  public  charge,  for  juftice  and  reftitutiom 

**  IX,  Ships  and  merchandize  to  be  free  from'  all  reftraints  and  prohibitions  ;  as  alfo  from 

all  cuftoms  and  taxes  for  twenty-one  years,  as  Ihall  alfo  the  company's  members,  fervants, 

&c." 

No  fooner  was  the  company  crcfted  than  Mr.  Paterfon  and  his  friends  in  England  liad  in- 
fluence enough  to  get  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  fublcribed  in  nine  days  time  : 
foon  after  three  hundred  thoufand  more  was  fobfcribed  in  Scotland,  the  whole  capital  hcin<r 
at  firft  defigned  to  be  but  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  But,  fearing  that  the  Englifh 
fubfcribers  would  foon  be  obliged  to  withdraw  their  fubfcriptions,  Mr.  Paterfon  and  his  aflb- 
ciates  went  for  Amfterdam,  where  they  at  firft  met  with  encouragement :  but  the  magiftrates, 
foon  fufpefting  the  prejudice  this  new  company  might  do  both  to  their  Eaft  and  Weft  In- 
dia companies,  entirely  fruftrated  their  fubfcriptions  there.  Their  next  attempt  was  therefore 
at  Hamburg,  where  they  were  very  cordially  received,  and  they  expreflcd  their  forrovv  for 
there  being  left  room  for  no  more  than  two  I^undred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  for  themfelves 
to  fubfcribe. 

Thu«  far  the  company's  wiflies  fucceeded  ;  and,  as  it  was  expe£led,  that  in  Scotland  two 
liundred  thoufand  pounds  more  would  be  fubfcribed,  to  make  the  capital  up  to  one  nyillion 
ilerling,  they  therefore  haftened  the  building  and  purchafing  ihips  of  great  burden,  both  at 
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1695  Hamburg  and  Amfterdam  ;  when  fuddenly  this  fine  profpeft  was  ovcr-cloudcd,  by  the  alarm, 
taken  by  both  thfe  Englilh  Houfes  of  Parliament,  who,  in  December  1695,  very  pathetically 
addreiled  the  King  againft  the  great  advantages  which  he  had  confentcd  to  be  granted  to  this 
company; — "  whereby,"  fay  they,  "  a  great  part  of  the  ftock  and  fliipping  of  England  will 
**  be  carried  into  Scotland,  where  there  will  be  a  free  port  for  all  Eaft  India  commodities ; 
'*  and  that,  confequently,  the  feveral  places  of  Europe,-  till  now  fupplicd  from  England, 
**  would  from  thence  be  furnilHed  much  cheaper. — The  faid  Eaft  India  merchandize  alfo  will 
^*  be  run  into  England  by  the  Scots,  to  the  unfpeakable  prejudice  of  England's  trade  and  navi- 
**  gatipn,  and  of  your  Majefty*s  cuftoms. — And  that,  if  the  Scots  befufFered  to  fettle  planta* 
•*  tions  in  America,  our  commerce  in  tobacco,  fugar,  cotton,  fkins,  mafts,  ?cc.  will  be  ut* 
.**  terly  loft."     With  much  more  to  the  fame  efFcft. 

King  William's  firft  anfwer  was,  "  tliat  he  had  been  ill-fervcd  in  Scotland;  but  nevertlic* 
**  lefs  he  hoped,  that  remedies  might  be  found  but  to  prevent  the  mifchfefs  fuggefted." 

The  Houfc  of  Commons  alfo  enquiring  into  the  fubfcs  iptions  made  in  England,  the  ma- 
nagers thereof  difappearcd,  and  two  of  them  were  impeached  by  that  Houfe.  The^firft  fub- 
icription  money  was  therefore  repaid  to  fuch  fubfcribers,  whereby  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  was  at  once  cut  off  from  this  new  company's  capital. — It  was  alfo  apprehended,'  that^ 
Ihould  this  company  fucceed,  the  Scots  would  in  time  become  fo  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  fc- 
parate  themfclves  altogether  from  England  ;  whicli  would  be  attended  with  very  fatal  confe- 
fjuences. 

It  is  therefore  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  Engli(h  miniftry  and  council,  as  well 
as  the  Parliament,  fo  ftrongly  urged  the  King  to  crufh  this  company  in  its  cradle.     For  which  • 
end,  Sir  Paul  Rycaut,  the  English  Minifter  at  Hamburg,  earneftly  remonftrated  to  that  opa-» 
lent  city  againft  permitting  the  Deputies  of  the  Scots  pompany  to  keep  an  open  office  for  fub- 
fcriptions  there,  as  having  no  authority,  for  it  from  King  William, — Yet  the  traders  at  Ham-  - 
burg,  being  very  fondof  tlie  fclieme,  efteemed  it  a  great  hardlhip  to  be  prevented  from  fub- 
fcribing; — They  were,  however,  forced,  with  much  regret,  to  relinquifli  their  fubfcriptions  : 
whereby  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  was  cut  off"  from  the  company's  capital,  after  it 
had  coft  thirty  thoufand  pounds  hi  obtaining  it.     The  Council-general  and  the  Court  of  Di-  - 
rcftors  of  the  Scots  Company  in  vain  applied  to  the  King,  and  they  got  addrefles  to  himfrom 
all  parts  of  Scotland,  for  obtaining  the  fitting  of  their  Parliament :  and> .  notwithftandihg  all 
thefc  difappohitments  at  Loiid6iij  Amftcrdam,  and  H^mbftrg,  they  take  an  additional  fub- 
fcription  at*  home  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,*  which  made  their^-entirc  capital  in  Scot-  - 
land  to  be  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.^ — And,  (that  we  may  difpatch  this  matter 
entirely,  now  we ar^  upon  it,)  having,  as  they  imagined,?  well  weighed  lall  the  treaties^  with 
Spain,'  they  ftrongly  infiftcd,— that  the  country  of  Darien,-  in  which  they  determined  to  plants  . 
was  never  planted  nor  fettled  by  Spam  ;  but  vyasalways  under  the  independent  government  of 
its  own  Indian  Chiefs,  who  have,  for  the  moft  part,'  remained  in  a  ftate  of  enmity  with  the 
Spaniards.     Wherefore,  with  five  ftout- ftiips-,  and  one^  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  and  all  . 
kinds  of  implements  for  war  and  commerce,  they  failed  rhither  in  the  yen r  1.698,  with  many 
brave* and'  experienced  men,  who  had  ferved  in  the  late  war,,  and  wer^  diftniflcd  at  rile  peace  of  . 
Ryfwich. 

The  fame  year- they  land  in  Darienj  andimmediatcry  ere£t  a  fort,  and  form  a  plantation  on  - 
trpoirtt  of  land,  within  which,  about  a  league  from  Golden  Ifland,  they  found  a  f^fe  and  ca- 
pacious harbour,  calling  their  firft  fort,  St.  Andrew,  aiKl  their  new  town  there  New  Edinburgh,  « 
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1695  Recruits  of  two  Ihips  and.thrcc  hundred  men  at  one  time,  and  of  four  fliips  and  one  thoufand 

three  hundred  men  at  another  time,  with  ftores,  &c.  were  fent  after  them  ;  all  which,  and  fe- 

vcral  other  Ihips  with  fupplies,  came  for  the  greateft  part  to  unforefecn  misfortunes  in  their 

way  to  Darien,  which  they  had  now  named  Caledonia:  on  account  of  which  firft  landing,  there 

were  exceeding  great  rejoicings  all  over  Scotland. — For,  as  they  porapoufly  and  truly  termed 

this  fettlement,  The  Heighth  of  the  World,  as  lying  between  the  fpacious  North  and  South.  ' 

Seas,  their  views  were  at  firft  very  towering ;  by  intending  to  make  feitlements  on  each  fide 

of  the  ifthmus  on  both  Ihores,  by  which  they  flattered  themfelves  they  Ihould  be  before-hand 

with  all  the  trading  nations  of  Europe. 

Firft,  By  fupplying  Peru  and  Mexico  with  whatever  they  wanted  from  Europe ;  and,  in  re- 
turn, fupply  Europe  with  the  treafure  and  other  produft  of  thofe  two  rich  empires. 

Secondly,  It  being  but  about  fix  weeks  failing  from  their  intended  port  on  the  South  Sea 
to  Japan,  and  to  fonie  parts  of  China,  and  as  there  is  buta  fraall  land  carriage  of  only  a  few 
leagues  over  that  ifthmus  from  its  north  to  its  fouth  fide,  they  computed,  that  in  four  or  five 
months  time  they  could  bring  "the  riches  of  Japan  and  China  into  Europe,  and  thereby  greatly 
undcrfell  all  the  other  Eaft  India  Companies  of  Europe  :  not  folidly  weighing,  that  every  one 
of  thefe  flattering  confiderations  were  fo  many  undoubted  bars  to  their  fucccfs,  and  that  it  would 
be  the  evident  intereftofall  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  tofruftrate  their  whole  alluring  plan» 

Befide  all  thefe  romantic  fchemes,  and  their  projeAed  trade  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  coafts 
of  Africa,  they  had  further  in  view  the  prod uft ion- of  cochineal,  fugar,  indigo,  tobacco,  and 
many  other  undoubtedly  feafible  things  in  their  own  colony  of  Caledonia :  and,  indeed,  it 
muft  needs  be  owned,  that,  fuppofing  all  Europe  but  themfelves  to  be  faft  afleep,  the  very  ad- 
vantageous fituation  of  the  faid  colony,  together  with  the  national  bottom,  and  ftill  large  ca-  ' 
.  pi tal  of  their  company,  fecmingly  promifed,  fooncr  or  later,  the  accomplifhment  of  moft  of 
the  great  things  they  had  in  view. — But  they  ought  certainly  to  have  cxpefted  oppofitioa,  from 
almoft  every  quarter,  to  every  part  of  this  fine-fpun  fcheme. 

For,  befide  the  then  general  intereft  of  England,  confidered  by  allr  men  to  be  in  imminent 
danger  from  this  fcheme,  King  Charles  the  Second  of  Spain  was  then  our  ally,  and  his  mini* 
fter  at  London  prefented  a  very  (harp  memorial  to  King  William,  againft  the  Darien  fettlement, 
which  he  termed,  "  an  infult  of  the  Scots,  in  attempting  to  fettle  themfelves  in  the  very  heart 
'  **  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  America  ;  and  which  his  maftef  therefore  looked  upon  as  a 
**  rupture  of  the  alliance  between  the  two  crowns." — To  which  the  Scots  Com'pany  replied, 
**  with  great-labour  and  learning,  and  exhaufted  all  the  civil  law  argufnents,  touching  the  na- 
ture of  the  poiTeflion  of  countries  :  urging,  "  that  they  had  at  leaft  as  good  a  right  to  fettle  ia 
••  in  Darien  as  the  French  had  to  fettle  at  Hifpaniola  and  on  the  Miflifippi,  or  the  Dutch  at 
•*  Surinam,  &c.  all  which  had  been  efteemed  parts  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  America, 
**  and  were  generally  furrounded  with  Spanifh  colonies."  With  much  more  to  the  fam& 
purpofe. 

The  Dutch  likewife  were  extremely  jealous  of,  and  uneafy  at  this  Scots  fettlement,  as  what 
might  greatly  fpoil  their  contraband  trade  from  Curacoa,  &c.  to  tlic  Spanifli  Amcpican  coafts ; 
and  might  in  lime  alfo,  prove  very  detrimental  to  their  Eaft  Indii  Company. 

Laftly,  The  French  were  no  lefs  uneafy  at  the  eftablilhment  of  this -company ,  on  the  fcore 
of  their  Weft  India  commerce,  which  at  this  time  began  to  be  confiderable.  They  therefore 
excited  the  King  of  Spain's  refentment,  and  modeftly  hinted  itheir  readincfs  to  aflift  him  ia 
driving  the  Scots  out  of  Darien,  at  the  very  time,  (in  1698)  they  were  juft  beginning  a  French 
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1695  cdlony  111  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  at  the  entrance  into  the  great  river  Miiliiippi,  always  eftecmcd 
a  part  of  Spanilh  Florida.  And  were  lilcewife  extending  their  late  pofleffion  of  the  weft  end  of 
Hifpaniola,  always,  from  Columbus's  days,  till  very  lately  foleiy  poileiled  by  Spain. 

Thus  was  King  William  teized  andpreiled  on  every  fide  for  the  fuppreflion  of  this  new 
company,  and  was  therefore  neceflitated  to  comply  with  tlie  urgent  deikes  of  his  Parliament 
and  people  of  England  ;— of  the  Dutch,  whofc  Stadtholder  he  then  was  ;— and  of  his  other  al  - 
lies  ;  to  fend  inftruSions,  in  January  1698-9,  to  the  governors  of  all  our  American  colonies,- 
■  ftriftly  to  prohibit  all  correfpondence  with  the  Scots  in  Darien..  For  it  feems,  the  colonies  of 
New  England  and  New  York  were  thought  to  have  a  warm  fide  toward  the  Scots  colony,  and- 
would  gladly  have  fupplied  them  with  necefiaries,  as  their  fuccefs  would  have  opened  a  ^  ntvr' 
and  large  market  for  their  filh,  corn,  pork,  beef,  butter,  &c.  ' 

Proclamations,  therefore^  in  the  fpxing  of  1699,  were  publifhed  in  all  the  Englifh  colonies, 
ftriftly  prohibiting,  under  the  feveieft  penalties,  their  holding  any  correfpondence  with,  or 
giving  any  kind  of  affiftance  to  the  Scots  at  Darien.  The  news  whereof,  snd  of  the  temper 
of  the  Engl ilh  Parliament  and  people,  thunderftruck  the  Scots  colony,  who  had  before  that 
time,  received  fupplies  both  from  Jamaica  and  New  York,  and  till  now  depended  on  th& 
continuance  thereof,  until  their  own  from  Scotland  fhould  arrive  :  but  now  defpairing  of  them, 
and  being  alfo  denied  any  from  Jamaica,  whither  they  had  fent  for  a  frefli  fupply,  they  were 
neceflitated  to  abandon  their  colony  on  the  20th  of  June  1699,  which  they  had  bravely  de- 
fended  againft  troops  of  Spaniards  who  had  attacked  it ;  and,  being  now  ftarved  out  of  it,  it 
is  generally  aflerted,  that  out  of  fo  many  ftout  men,  who  went  thither,  fcarce  one  hundred 
ever  got  back  to  Scotland,  where  this  fad  difafter  greatly  inflamed  their  parliament  and  people 
againft  their  neighbours  of  England. 

The  company  petitioned  the  King  for  redrefs,  whilft  they  were  endeavouring  to're-poflefs 
their  colony,  by  fending  out  Ihips  thithej:  with  men  and  ftores,  when,  to  their  further  forrow, 
a  fecond  fet  of  proclamations,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1699,  came  out  in  all  the  Englifh 
colonies  againft  the  Scots  :  fome  of  whofe  ihips,  driven  thither  ia  diftrefs,  were  denied  any 
neceflaries  ;  another  of  their  fhips,  with  a  valuable  cargo^  being  driven  under  the  walls  of 
,  Carthagena,  was  feized  by  the  Spaniards,  who  from  that  place  had  now  blocked  up  the  re* 
mains  of  the  Scots  fcttlement  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  forced  the  few  people  therein  to  fur- 
render.  King  William  anfwered  the  company's  petition  with  a  condolement  for  their  lofles, 
.and  with  a  general  declaration  of  being  always  ready  to  proteft  and  encourage  the  commerce 
of  Scotland.  But  the  King's  anfwer  to  die  Lords  addrefs,  feemed  now  the  only  proper  expe* 
dient,  **  for  healing  the  rancour  of  the  minds  of  both*  nations,  by  uniting  tliem  more  com- 
**  pleatly  ;  that,  after  they  had  lived  near  one  hundred  years  under  the  fame  head,  they 
*•  might  at  length  become  one  people ;  which  he  therefore  earneftly  recommended  to  their 
**  confideration."  '  Whereupon  the  Lords  pafied  a  bill  for  an  union ;  whicli,  however,  the 
Commons  at  that  time  rejefted. 

This  laft  effort  of  Scotland  was  fo  confiderable,  and  carried  in  it  fa  many  inftruftive  hints 
relative  to  commerce  and  plantations,  that  we  tliought  it  well  merited  this  f>immary  account 
of  it. 

In  this  year  1695,  Scotland  was  more  fuccefsful  in  her  firft  bank  erefted  by  an  aft  of  their 
Parliameni,  by  the  name  of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland.  And 
although  its  capital  ftock  was  fo  fmall  as  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  Scots,  or 
one  hundred  thoufand  ppunds  fterling,  which  in  England  has  but  a  mean  found  for  a  national 
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1695  bank,  it  has  ncvcrthelcfs  proved  very  advantageous  to  that  country  in  the  way  of  commerce.— 
It  was  projefted  by  tiie  before-mentioned  Mr.  William  Paterfon. 

The  once  famous  Mr.  John  Law,  who  afterwards  made  fo  great  a  figure  at  the  head  of  the 
finances  of  France,  and  who  may  be  prefumed  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  this  bank  of 
Scotland,  in  his  treatife  of  Money  and  Trade  confidered,  aflTerts,    "  That  its  notes  went  for 
"  four  or  five  times  the  value  of  the  cafli  in- bank ;  and,  that  fo  much  as  the  amount  of  thefc 
notes  exceeded  the  cafh  in  bank  was  a  clear  addition  to  the  money  of  that  nation." — He  adds. 
That  this  bank  was  fafer  than  that  of  England  ;  becaufe  the  lands  of  Scotland,  on,  the  fecu- 
rity  of  which  moft.of  the  ca(h  of  that  bank  was  lent,  are  under  a  regifter. — That,  moreover,, 
it  was  more  national  or  general  than  either  the  bank  of  England  or  that  of  Amfterdam  ;  be- 
caufe its  notes  "  (many  of  which  are  fo  low  as  twenty  Ihiliings  fterling)    **  pafs  in  moft 
payments  throughout  the  whole  country  :  whereas  the  bank  of  Amfterdam  ferves  only  for 
that  one  city;  and  that  of  England  is  of  little  ufe  but  in  London.'* — This  laft  affertion 
might  have  been  true  whenhe  firft  wrote,  which  was  in  the  beginning  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,. 
at  Edinburgh,  but  the  cafe  is  not  fo  at  prefcnt. 

The  Scotifh  bank  foon  rofe  to  very  great  credit ;  yet  it  was  once  obliged  to  ftop  payment : 
partly  occafioned,  fays- tliefaid  Mr.  Law,  by  a  greater  confumption  of  foreign  wares  than  the 
value  of  the  goods  exported ;  partly,  from  the  expence  of  tlie  Scotifli  nobility  and  gentry  in 
Ei^igland  ;  and  partly^  alfo,  from  a  fuppofed  intention  of  the  Scots  privy-council  to  raife 
tl/e  .denomination  of  the  coin  ;  all  which  together,  occafioned  fo  great  a  run  on  the  bank,  that 
its  cafh  was  in  a  few  days  exhaufted  :  but  it  foon  regained  its  original  credit ;  and  might  pof- 
fibly  have  remained  the  fole  bank  there  to  this  day,  had  they  not  been  thought  to  have  teftified  * 
too  great  a  bias  towards  difafFcflion  to  the  ftate.  This  occafioned  a  confideration  by  fome 
noble  patriots  in  the , reign  of  King  George  the  Firft,  whether  another  bank  might  not  be 
eiefted  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  convenience  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of  trade  in  general ; 
jnto  which  bank  the  public  revenues  of  Scotland  might  be  paid.  It  was  accordingly  incorpo- 
rated by  that  King's  charter,  in  the  year  1727,  by  the  name  of  the  Royal  Bank  ;  and  has  fully 
anfwered  the  ends  propofed  by  it,  its  capital  being  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  pounds 
ftcPiing.  And  though  it  may  have  pretty  much  eclipfed  tlic  dder  bank,,  they  however  fubfift 
very  well,  and  are  extremely  ufeful  to  the  country. 

Amongft  the  many  projefts  about  this  time  in  England,  there  was  one  in  this  year,  whiciv 
has  preferved  its  credit  to  our  own  times,  viz.  that  commonly  called  the  Million  Bank.  It 
took  its  rife  from  a  fet  of  London  bankers,  who  lent  out  money  on  pledges.  Afterwards  they 
agreed,  in  partnerfhip,  to  purchafe  tickets  in  King  William's  Million  Lottery,  in  the  year 
1695,  and  from  thence  they  were  called  The  Company  of  the  Million  Bank.  Next,  they 
puTchafed  many  reverfions  of  the  fourteen  per  cent,  annuities,  and  admitted  many  proprietors 
of  annuities  to  purchafe  their  joint  ftock,  which  amounted,  and  ftill  amounts,  to  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  They  are  no  company  by  charter,  but  only  a  partnerfhip  by  deed  enrolled 
in  Chancery,  prior  to  the  a£t  of  Parliament  againft  fuch  unincorporated  partnerfhip,  in  the 
year  1721.  They  divided  five  per  cent,  yearly  to  their  proprietors  until  Lady-day,  1728,  when 
they  reduced  their  annual  dividend  to  four  per  cent.  ' 

In  thefe  times,  viz.  in  the  years  1694  and  1695,  a  number  of  new  projefts  were  fet  on  foot 
in  London,  many  of  which  were,  in  reality,  good  for  nothing  ;  having  drawn  in  numbers  of- 
people  to  their  undoing :  fome  of  thefe  ftarted  up  with  the  Bank  of  England,,  in  the  preceding 
year  ;  others,  in  this  year  1695.— Such  as, 
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1695  **  I.  Two  land-banks :  the  one  projefled  by  Dr.  Chamberlain,  a  famous  man- midwife;" 
(of  which,  more  by-and-by;  '*  the  other,  by  one  John  Brifcoe. 

'*  IL  A  projeft  for  circulating  notes  of  hand  and  bills  of  credit. 

•^  in.  Another,  called  the  London  Bank;  propofcd  to  be  managed  by  the  magiftrates  of 
"  that  city. 

IV.  Lotteries ;  many  private  ones  all  over  the  kingdom  :  fomc  for  money,  and  forae  for 
merchandize. — The  lad  kind  the  greater  cheat  of  the  two  ,  for  thereby  old  and  decayed  mer- 
chandize, of  many  forts,  was  put  off  by  means  of  thofe  roguifli  lotteries.  ' 

V.  Many  metallic  and  mineral  projefts';    for  gold,  filver,  copper,  tin,  iron,  lead,  lapis 
*'  calaminaris,  for  turning  copper  into  brafs  ;  antimony,  coals,  fait,  &c. 

VI.  Diving-engines,  of  various  kinds;  all  come  out  fince  the  taking  up  of  the  trcafure 
out  of  the  fea  in  the  Weft  Indies,  called  the  Duke  of  Albemarle's  Spanifli  fhipwreck,  or 
Sir  William  Phipps's,  which  fet  men's  heads  at  work  :  and  royal  patents  w^ere  obtained  for 
the  fole  fifhiag  for  fuch  wrecks  in  the  American  feas,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, Spain,  Portugal,  &c.     Thefe  wreck  projefts  made  much  noife  at  this  time,  and  fharcs 

**  for  them  w6re  prefented  to  perfons  ot  diftin£lion,  to  give  reputation  to  the  affair,  and  to 
'*  draw  on  others.  Expeditions  were  made  on  thefe  accounts  to  fundry  fca-coafts  ;  by  which, 
<*  however,  nothing  was  taken  up  but  a  few  cannon,  &c.  So  the  patentees  were  fure  to  be 
^'  gainers,  but  the  fliarers  under  them  loft  all  they  paid  in  :  fome  of  whom,  however,  it  feems, 
**  were  men  of  good  underftanding,  but  were  allured  by  the  hopes  of  getting  vaft  fudden  wealth 
•'  without  trouble. 

VII.  Projcfts  for  pearl-fifhing,  for  hollow  fword-blades,  glafs -bottles,  japanning,  prin- 
ted-hangings,  leather,  Venetian-metal »  &c.  Some  of  which  were  very  ufeful  and  fuccefsful 
whilft  they  continued  in  a  few  hands,  till  they  fell  into  ftock-jobbing,  now  much  introduced, 

**  when  they  dwindled  to  nothing.  Others  of  them  were  mere  whims,  of  little  or  no  fervice 
to  tliQ  world.     Many  of  them  too,  though  pretended  to  be  new,   were  either  old  Engllfh 

**  projefts  revived,  or  clfe  w^cre,  on  this  occafion,  borrowed  from  unfuccefsful  ones  in  foreign 

*^  nations. 

Moreover,  projefts,  as  ufual,  begat  projefts  : — Lottery  upon  lottery ;  engine  upon  engine, 
&c.  multiplied  wonderfully.  If  it  happened  that  any  one  pcrfon  got  confiderably  by  an 
happy  and  ufeful  invention,  the  confequence  generally  was,  that  others  followed  the  track, 
in  fpite  of  the  patent,  and  publilhed  printed  propofals,  filling  the  daily  newfpapers  there- 
with :  thus  going  on  to  juftle  out  one  another,  and  to  abufe  tlie  credulity  of  the  people."  All 

Tvhich,  and  much  more,  we  have  abridged  from  an  anonymous  author  (who  ftiles  himfelf  a 

Perfon  of  Honour)  of  a  quarto  pamphlet,  publilhed  in  this  year,  under  the  title  of  "  Anglise 
Tutamen  ;  or.  The  Safety  of  England  : — Being  an  Account  of  the  Banks,  Lotteries,  Di- 
ving, Draining,  Metallic,  Salt,  Linen,  and  Lifting,  and  fundry  other  Engines,  and  many 

•*  other  pernicious,  Projefts  now  on  Foot,  tending  to  the  Dcftruftion  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 

"  and-tlie  impoverifliing  of  this  Realm. — London,  1695." 

**  VIII.  Embrio  banks,'*  continues  this  author,   "  begotten,  but  not  brought  forth;  fun- 
dry of  fuch  being  at  this  time  hatching.  ' 

IX.  The  projeftors  of  many  of  thefe  made  a  great  noife  in  the  town,  for  drawing  in 
people  to  join  with  them,  making  ufp  of  various  tricks  and  ftratagems.  As,  firft,  They 
pretend  a  mighty  vein  of  gold,  filver,  or  copper,  to  have  been  difcovercd  in  a  piece  of 

^  ground  of  their  knowledge :  tlien  they  agree  with  the  lord  or  patentee  for  a  fmall  yearly 

*•  rent. 
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1695  "  rent,  or  a  part  refcrvcd  to  him,  to  grant  them  a  leafe  for  twenty-one  years  to  dig  that  ground ; 
"  which  they  immediately  fall  to,  and  give  out  it  is  a  very  rich  mine.  Next>  they  fettle  a 
*'  company,  divide  it  ufually  into  four  hundred  fliaves,  and  pretend  to  carry  on  the  work  for 
*^  the  bcnciit  of  all  the  proprietors;  who,  at  the  beginning,  purchafe  fhares  at  a  low  rate,  viz. 
**  ten  or  twenty  Ihillings,  Sec.  Then,  all  on  a  fudden,  they  run  up  the  fliares  to  three  pounds, 
*'  five  pounds,  ten  pounds,  and  fifteen  pounds  per  fhare.  Then  they  fall  to  ftock-jobbing,. 
**  which  infallibly  ruins  all  projcdts  ;  when  thofe  originally  and  principally  concerned,  fell  out 
**  their  intereft  :  and  by  this,  and  other  under-hand  dealings,  trickings,  and  (harping,  on  one 
**  another,  the  whole  falls  to  the  ground,  and  is  abandoned  by  evcry-body. 
^  **  X.  The  Englifli,  Scots,  and  Irifh  linen  raanufaftures  met  with  all  due  encouragement; 

^*  King  William  and  the  late  Queen  Mary  honouring  them  wnth  their  names,  which  made  their 
**  fame  to  rife :  abundance  of  people  of  wealth  came  into  them,  fome  from  lucre,  others  for 
**  love  to  their  country.— They  get  to  be  incorporated,  choofe  governors,  &cc.  and  aftually  fet  on 
**  work  fpinners,  weavers,  whitftcrs,  &c.  and  all  feemed  to  promife  fair:  but  here  again  ftock- 
**  jobbing  ruined  all. — They  had  even  brought  linen  cloth  to  great  perfcftion,  having  fomc^ 
**  Dutch  hands,  and  a  few  heads  to  affift  them.  By  the  affiftance  of  the  Dutch,"  continues 
our  author,  *'  we  have  much  improved  our  lands  in  the  north  parts  of  this  kingdom,  by  fow- 
**  ing  vaft  quantities  of  lint-feed,  rape-feed,  &c.  whereof  making  oils  in  great  quantities,  we 
*V  export  in  abundance,  and  confum&at  home,  in  lieu  of  foreign  and  dearer  oils,  to  ourdou- 
**  bje  advantage. 

**  XI.  White,  blue,  and  brown  paper,  we  have  had  the  gojod  fortune-  to  improve  wonder- 
*'  fully  :  and  although  we  cannot  reach  the  French  perfeiJlion,  we  come  pretty  near  it. 

**  XII,  Water  companies;  as  the  New  River,  Thames  of  London-bridge,  of  Shadwclland  ' 
**  York  Building,  Hampftcad,  Conduit,  &c. — Thefe  dcferved  good  encouragement;  and  fo 
**  the  firft,"  viz,  the  New  River,  *'  has  had,  to  the  gaining  of  vaft  eftates  to  the  proprietors  : 
"  although  the  unhappy  gentleman,"  Sk  Hugh  Middieton,  "  who  began  the  work,  fuffered 
*'  extremely  in  his  fortune. — It  feems  none  of  thefe  had  fuffered  ftock-jobbing  to  prevail 
**^  amongft  thcmi  excepting  the  Hampftead  water ;  whereby  this  author  foretells  ruin  to  it,  as 
^*  has  fincc  happened.  What  helped  to  bring^moft. of  them  down  was,  their  fetting  up  fa 
*'  many  againft  each  other. 

,**  XIII.  The  rock-falt  projeft  our  author  highly  commends,  on  account  of  tire  integrity 
**  and  care  of  its  managers  ;  being  a  number  of  gentlemen  and  traders.  They  have  built  a 
*^  wharf  at  Fiodiham,  in  Chefliire,  and  export  great  quantities  of  it  to  Ireland,  Holland,  and 
•'  London. 

"  XIV.  The  Saltpetre  Company  had  d  worfe  fate.— -Great  fums  have  been  paid  in  ;  large 
**  refining-houfes  have  been  built  in  four  or  five  feveral  places  about  London  ;  focieties  have 
**  been  eftablilhcd,  and  a  mighty  noife  made  for  a  time:  perfons  of  a  loud-founding  name 
"  and  quality  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  tliem,  and  abundance  of  gentlemen  and  traders 
**  concerned;  all  things  being  feemingly  difpofed  in  a  good  method. — Yet  of  all  thefe  fait- 

■ 

**  petre  companies,  our  author  could  hear  of  none  that  made  any  great  hand  of  it,  excepting 
**  the  firft  projeftors,  who  always  are-  gainers,  and  then,  as  ufual,  they  withdraw.     Stock- 
**  jobbing  was  brought  in,  and  thereby,  and  by  other  mifmanagements,  they  fell  to  nothh^. 
*•  XV.  Draining'engines,  of  divers  forts^  have  been  lately  made,  to  clear  mines  of  toal, 

**  lead,  tin,  &c.  from  waters;  as  well  for  draining  of  flat?,  mcers,  inundations,  fprings,  &c. 

**  Thefe  are  profitable  dcfigns  for  the  public  ;  as  the  more  L\nd  we  gain,  the.  richer  we  are.—  • 

•'  Tha 
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XIX.  Our  fiihcries. 


•'*  The  earth  alfo  of  fuch  lands  is  generally  rich,  being  much  of  it  ftiarle,  the  beft  of  land. — 
**  And  thefeprojcfts  have  aftually  proved  fucccfsful,"  fays  he,  "  in  Cornwall  and  Devon- 
"  Ihire.'* 

Here  our  author  alTures  us y  his  intent  is  not  to  difcoantenance  any  really  good  and  well- 
managed  projefts  ;  but  merely  to  oppofe  knavifh  ones,  for  the  fervicc  of  the  public  ;  by  difco- 
vering  the  private  intrigues,. plots,  and  under-hand  dealings  of  the  principal  proje£tors  of  this 
nation ;   nothing  of  this  kind  being  ever  attempted  before. 

*'  XVI.  Luft rings,  alamodes,  hats,  &c.  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  France.  Thofc  compa- 
^*  nics,"  fays  he,  **  have  throve,  and  will  continue  fo  to  do,  wliilft  they  keep  ftock-jobbers 
**  from,  breaking  in  upon  them. 

"  XVII.  Convex-lights,  and  others  of  that  kind,  arc  ufeful  inventions ;  but  other  preten- 
**  ders  betide  the  firft,  difcouraged  this  buiinefs :  and  London  ilreets  were  not  fo  well  lighted 
■**  as  was  to  be  wifhed  for. 

•*  XVIII.  New  fettlcments  in  Carolina,  Pcnnfylvania,  Tobago,  &c.  in  our  American  plan- 
tations, make  a  great  noife  in  the  w6rld.  The  iiril  planters  fared  but  ill,  having  wafled 
their  fubflance,  without  being  able  to  reap  the  benefit ;  laying  only  a  foundation  for  the 
next  comer,  who  may  fucceed  better* — Yet  here,  he  complains,  that  thofe  plantations  drain 
England  of  its  people,  already  too  much  cxhaufted  by  the  unnatural  and  imprudent  perfe- 
cutions  in  the  late  reigns,  and  the  long  war  in  the  prefent  one." — ^Which  probably  he  would 
not  have  done^  had  he  lived  in  our  times,  to  have  feen  the  immenfe  advantages  drawn  from 
thofe  colonics,  or  had  be  even  read  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  Difcourlcs  on  our  American  Plantations. 

( Royal, 
Greenland,     ', 
Newfoundland,  &c. 
nre  worthy  of  our  care  and  application.     The  Royal  Fifliery  Company  has  been  long  talked 
of,  and  fome  fteps  taken  to  make  it  fuccefsful :  but  flill  one  accident  or  anotlier  has  damped 
it ;  and  it  is  now  again  fet  on  foot. 
**  The  Greenland  fifliery  is  like  to  flourifti,  notwithftanding  fome  loiTes  already  fuftained." 
Here  our  author  has  failed  in  his  generally  juft  remarks  on  projedls.      - 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  inform  the  reader  how  ufeful  fuch  remarks  and  notices  may  prove  to 
every  one  who  is  inquifitive;  and  may  point  out  to  all,  the  danger  of  being  too  x^redulous  in 
jrefpcft  of  new  projects. 

An  a£t  of  Parliament  of  this  fixth  and  feventh  of  King  William,  cap.  vi.  feems  to  have 
been  injudicioDfly  framed  in  xefpcQ,  to  commerce  and  the  propagation  of  people,  viz.  The 
a£t  for  granting  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  inarriages,  births,  and  burials,  and  npon 
tachelors  and  widowers,  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  more  efpecially  that  part  of  it  rela- 
ting to  marriages,  births,  and  burials:  and  even  the  latter  part,  relating  to  bachelors  and  wi- 
dowers, fcemingly  intended  for  the  promoting  of  virtuous  propagation,  was,  in  fome  relpefts, 
judged  obvioufly  unreafonable. — Wherefore  tliis  law  was  not  revived  at  the  end  of  the  faid 
five  years. 

Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his  Eflay  on  Ways  and  Means  of  fupplying  the  War,  publiflied  in  this 
year  1695,  p.  34,  fays,  **^  it  appeared  from  the  books  of  hearth  money,  that  there  was  not 
^  above  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand  families  in  England;  and  allowing  fix  perfons 
**  to  a  hoaife,  one  with  another,  which  i«  the  moil  common  way,  of  computing,  it  is  not  quite 
*^  eight  millions  of  people.     It  thereby  alfo  appears,  that  there  were  five  hundred  thoufand  of 
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1695  ^*  thofe  families  who  were  poor,  living  in  cottages,  who  contribute  little  to  the  public 
**  expcnce.'* 

In  that  fame  ingenious  work,  p.  115,  the  author  judiciouily  combats  a  vulgar  opinion,  that 
the  growth  of  London  is  pernicious  to  England,  and  that  the  kingdom  is  like  a  rickety  body, 
with  a  head  too  big  for  the  other  members.  To  which  he  replies,  in  general,  "  that  fomc 
**  people,  who  have  thought  much  on  thfs  fubjeft,  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  growth  of 
'^  that  city  is  advantageous  to  the  nation  ;  grounded  on  the  following, reafons,  viz. 

**  I.  That  no  empire  was  ever  great,  without  having  a  great  and  populous  city. 

••  IL  That  the  Romans  drew  all  the  Conquered  cities  of  Italy  into  Rome. 

"  III.  That  the  people  of  Attica  were  no  better  tlian  a  crew  of  rude  herdfmen,  and  neither 
*^  flouriihed  in  war  nor  in  civil  arts,  till  Thefeus  perfuaded  them  to  inhabit  Athens. 

"  IV.  That  the  greatnefs  of  London  will  be^  preferve  our  conftitution ;  becaufe  where 
**  there  is  a  great  and  powerful  city,  the  Prince  will  hardly  entcrprize  upon  the  liberties  of 
-     *<  that  people.     In  the  fame  manner,  a  rich  and  powerful  city  feldom  rebels  upon  vain  and 
*'  flight  occaiions. 

•*  V.  That  there  is  not  an  acre  of  land  in  the  country,  be  it  ever  fo  diftant,  that  is  not,  in 
**  fome  degree,  bettered  by  the  growth,  trade,  and  riches  of  London.'* 

To  which  may  be  added,  thai  London's  increafe  is  not  a  cafual  or  fortuitous  one  ;  but  is  an 
obvious  and  neceflary  confequence  of  her  and  the  nation's  gradual  increafe  in  foreign  com- 
merce, navigation,  and  manufadures*  To  all  which  may  be  further  added,  that,  in  a  free 
commercial  country,  like  England,  by  fo  vaft  a  capital  city  as  London,  whofe  inhabitants  arc 
£b  numerous  and  opulent,  the  public  has  often  been  more  fpeedily  and  eil^dually  relieved  in 
great  emergencies,  than  could  otherwife  have  been  done :  of  which  there  arc  many  inftances 
with  regard^  to  London :  befide  that,  perhaps,  five  of  her  inhabitants  do  pay  more  towards 
excife,  cuftoms,  and  other  taxes,  than  ten  times  as  many  can  do  fcattered  up  and  down  in 
the  country.  A  judicious  reader  will  be  able  to  find  other  reafons  in  behalf  of  the  increafe  of 
London's  being  beneficial  to  the  nation;  fome  of  which  we  have,  in  anotlier  part  of  this  work^ 
borrowed  from  Botero  and  others. 

1696  During  the  years  1694  and  1695,  the  before*naraed  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlain,  fenior,  an 
eminent  man-midwife,  of  London,  was  taken  up  with  publifliing  propofals  for  a  Land  Bank 
of  current  credit  for  lending  of  money  at  a  low  intereft,  on  land  fecurity  :  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal difference  between  it  and  that  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  in  oppofition  to  which  cor- 
poration, now  in  its  infancy,  ftruggling  with  many  difficulties,  this  ill-judged  projed  was 
fet  up. 

It  was  principally  encouraged  by  thofe  of  (what  was  then  called)  the  Tory  party,  and  by  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  Foley:  my  Lord  Sunderland's  aim  being  to  bring 
the  Tories  into  the  King's  intereft ;  although  the  bulk  of  the  King's  bcft  friends  were  againft 
it.  The  anonymous  author  of  Angliae  Tutamen,  before-quoted,  obferves,  "  that  cftates  to 
•*  a  very  great  value  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England  and  Wales,  were  fubfcribcd  to  tliis 
•«  projeft  in  a  very  Ihort  fpace.     A  deed  fettled ;  a  company  formed  ;  and  all  things  difpofed 

to  put  this  wonderful  projcft  into  execution.     To  raifc  lands  to  thirty  years  purchafe,  by 

reducing  the  intereft  of  money  to  three  per  cent,  the  profits  to  be  divided  amongft  the  fub- 
**  fcribers.  But  it  is,  fays  he,  fuch  a  hodge-podge  and  medley, — a  body  made  up  of  fuch 
**  ftrange  members,  fubtle,  politic,  and  defigning  men ; — that  the  fair  face  it  carries,  wins 
**  abundance  to  the  belief  of  its  defign  to  be  good ;  though  a  little  time  will  Ihew  the  naked 
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1696  **  truth,"  &c.  An  aft  of  Parliament  accordingly  pafied  in  the  fevcnth  and  eighth  of  King 
William,  cap.  xxxi.  for  continuing  the  duties  upon  fait,  glafs  wares,  ftone  and  earthen  wares ; 
and  for  granting  feveral  duties  on  tobacco  pipes,  and  other  earthen  wares  \  and  for  edablifhing 
a  national  Land-bank, — alfo  for  the  taking  oflF  the  duties  on  tonnage  of  ihips,  (which  was 
vniverfally  diiliked)  and  upon  coals. 

Upon  the  credit  of  which  duties  it  was  thereby  cnafted,  "  that  two  millions  five  hundred 
and  fixty-four  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  :  for  which  the  contri- 
butors were  to  have  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  and  fcvcnty-nine  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  or  feven  per  cent,     Subfcriptions  to  be  received  of  any  perfons  or  cor- 
«'  porations  (the  Bank  of  England  excepted)  on  or  before  the  firft  of  Auguft,   169*55  and  for 
•'  all  fuch  voluntary  fubfcriptions  as  fhould  be  made  of  land,  his  Majefty  was  empowered  to 
•*  incorporate  the  fubfcribers  by  the  name  of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  national 
**  Land  Bank.     But  in  cafe  the  faid  fum  of  two  miUions  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  thoufand 
•*  pounds,  or  a  moiety  thereof .  be  not  fubfcribed  by  the  faid  firft  of  Auguft,  1696,  then  th& 
corporation  fhould  not  take  place.     This  intended  corporation  fhould  annually  lend  out 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  leafi,  over  and  above  what  they  fhould  lend  to  their  own 
members  on  land  fecurities,  at  an  intereft  not  exceeding  three  and  an  half  per  cent,  if  pay* 
able  quarterly ;  or  four  per  cent,  if  payable  half  yearly,  at  the  cledlion  of  the  owners  of  the 
*'  lands  ;  in  cafe  fuificient  fecurities  for  the  fame  be  tendered  to  them.     The  lands  conveyed 
**'  and  entered,  in  the  company's  books,  fhould  beaflignable  from  one  to  another,''  byway  of 
transfer,  **  or  might  be  devifed  by  will,  &c." 

Thefeand  various  other  regulations  concerning  this  intended  Larrd  Bank  may  be  feen  at 
large  in  the  flatute :  but  as  the  fubfcriptions  did  not  take  place  within  the  time  prefcribed  by 
the  faid  a£t,  by  reafon  of  the  diflj^e  of  the  monicd  men,  who  faw,  or  believed  it  to  be  an  ^ 
impraflicable  fcbeme,  and  the.fund  alfo  like  to  prove  very;  defective,  there  was  an  end  of  this 
romantic. Land  Bank  ;  whofe  proje£lor  and  his  afTociates,  it  feems,  infiftedon  three  hundred  ; 
thoufand.  pounds  for  framing  the  above-named .fupply.     The  government  was  indeed,,  at  this 
time,  reduced  to  great  diftrefs  for  raifing  of  the  neceflary  fupplics,  by  reafon  of  tlie  very  bad  ^ 
ftate.of  the  filvercoin,  fo  that  guineas  ran  up  to  thirty  fhillings,  and  exchequer  tallies  were  at 
thirty  to  forty  per  cent*  difcount;  and  .thereby  the  monied  men,could  make  greater  advantage 
than  by  fubfcribing  to  tlie  propofed  Land  Bank,  whofe  undertakers,  failing  to  make  good  . 
their  engagements,  brought  the  public  into  ftill  greater  diftrefs;  which  however  was^  in  fbme  . 
ineafure,  remedied  by  the  invention. of  Exchequer-bills  iatliis  fame.year.. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  went,  after  this,  to  Scotland,  with  a  fcheme  of  fomething  of  the  like 
nature.;  but  their  Parliament  did  not^relifh  it,  .any  more  than  one  of. a  fijnikr  kind  propofed  : 
by  the  afterward  famous  Mr.  John  Law. 

Weare  now  come,  to  a  very  diflrefsful  part  of  the  reign  of  King  William,  viz.  the  deplor- 
able ftate  of  the  filver  coin  of  England ;  which  fome  tliink  began  to  appear  towards  the  clofe  r 
of  King  Charles's,  and  more  evidently  in  King  James  the  £ccond!ls  reign  \  but  ftill  more,  . 
foon  after  the  acceffion  of  King  William  and  Qjiecn  Mary,,  when  the  broad  iilver  hammered  . 
money  appeared  to  have  been  greatly  damaged  .and  leflertedt .  The  firft  lawrfor-redrefs  of  it, 
after  that  period,  was  in  an  aft  for  Review  of  the  quarterly  Poll,  (long  fines  expired,  and  : 
therefore  not  in  the  printed  flatute  book)  of  the  fourtli  .and  fifth  of  William  and  Mary, 
cap.  14.  which  only  enafted,  in  fubftan:e,  <<  tliat  whoever  fhould  reful]b  to  take  or  receive  in 
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1696  "  payment  any  cracked  money  of  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom,  fliould  forfeit  five  pounds 
**  for  every  ofitnce."     But  this  law  rather  increafed  than  leflened  tlxe  evil. 

By  an  aft  of  the  fixth  and  feventh  of  King  William,  cap.  17.  to  prevent  counterfeiting  and 
clipping  the  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  j  it  appeared,  "  that  the  faid  filvcr  coins  had  been  greatly 
diminilhed  by  clipping,  walhing,  grounding,  filing,  and  melting;  and  that  many  falfe  and 
counterfeit  coins  had  alfo  been  clipped,  for  the  better  difguifing  thereof.  Whereby  what 
^*  remained  undipped  and  undiminifhed  came  to  be  deemed  of  much  greater  value  in  tale 
<*  than  the  faid  diminilhed  money."  So  that  moft  of  the  hammered  money  was  thereby  re- 
duced to  about  half  its  juft  value,  to  the  great  difgrace  of  the  nation,  and  which  brought  the 
public  fecurities,  as  tallies,  &c.  to  forty  per  cent,  difcount.     It  was  therefore  enafted^ 

I.  "  That  if  any  perfon  fhould  henceforth  exchange,  receive,  or  pay,  any  broad,  undipped 
filver  money  for  more  in  value  than  the  fame  was  coined  for,  he  fhoul4  forfeit  ten  pounds 
for  every  t\yenty  (hillings  thereof. 

II.  '*  None  fhall  caft  ingots  or  bars  of  filver,  or  mark  them  in  imitation  of  Spanilh  bars, 
under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

III.  *'  None  ihall  buy,  fell^  nor  have  in  cuftody,  any  clippings  or  filings  of  coin,  under  a 
**  like  penalty. 

IV.  "  None  fliall  tranfport  any  melted  filver  till  firft  marked  at  Goldfmith's -hall,  and  a  cer* 
•*  tificate,  upon  oath,  made  by  the  owner,  that  the  fame  is  lawful  filver,  and  that  no  part  of 
*'  it  was,  before  it  was  melted,  the  current  coin  of  this  kingdom,  nor  clippings  therefrom^ 
*^  nor  of  plate  wrought  within  this  realm. 

V.  "  None  but  goldfmiths  and  refiners  (hall  deal  in  the  buying  or  felling  of  filver  bullion. 

VI.  "  Bullion  feized  on  (hip  board,  and  queftioned  whether  Engli(h  or  foreign  ;  the  proof 
**  (hall  lye  upon  the  owners  thereof,  that  the  fame  was  foreign."  With  a  provifo,  '•  for  the 
'^  King  to  export  a  quantity  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  ounces  of  bullion,  for  paying  his 
**  troops  beyond  fea." 

But  as  thefe  meafures  did  not,  for  they  could  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  and  as  the  di- 
mini(hing  of  the  old  hammered  money  daily  increafed  fo  far,  that  it  is  faid  many  (hillings 
fcarcely  contaifled  more  than  three-pence  in  filver  :  the  condition  of  the  nation  became  very 
alarming ;  which  gave  the  greateft  joy  to  the  difaiFefted  at  home,  who  hoped  thereby  for  a 
total  overthrow  of  King  William^s  government.  The  French  King  had  alfo  great  expcfta- 
tions  from  this  calamity,  fo  far  as  to  have  been  heard  to  fay,  that  King  William  would  never 
be  able  to  furmount  the  difficulty ;  and  his  being  afterwards  undeceived  therein,  as  alfo  of  his 
hopes  from  the  difafFefted  in  England,  of  being  able  to  reftore  the  abdicated  King,  have  been 
ufually  aifigned  a$  one  principal  reafon  for  bringing  him  into  the  peace  of  Jlyfwich,  in  the 
year  following. 

The  great  queftion  then  in  Parliament,  was,  whether  it  was  now  abfolutely  neccfTary  to 
call  in  and  recoin  the  old  and  dimini(hed  filvcr  money  ? 

It  was  plaufibly  faid,  by  the  anti-minifterial  men,  '*  that  the  calling  it  all  in,  would 'bring 
great  diftrcfs  upon  commerce,  more  efpecially  in  this  time  of  an  expenfive  war :  yet  the 
miniftry,  and  particularly  Mr.  Montague,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  argued,  with 
greater  reafon,  that  the  longer  it  remained  unremedied,  the  more  fatal  it  would  prove,  until 
by  further  dimini(hing  it,  commerce  would  fufifer  an.entireftagnation:  that  it  had  already 
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•*  done  very  great  mifchief. 

*'  I.  By  our  exchange  with  foreign  dates  being  brought  fo  much  to  our  -difad vantage. 
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1696      •*  II.  By  occafioning  fo  much  difficulty  and  difadvantage  in  raifing  the  fupplies,  for  inrhlcli 
**  the  government  were  forced  to  allow  exorbitant  premiums  and  intereft. 

"  III.  It  daily  more  and  more  deprelTedy  at  market,  the  value  or  price  of  tallies,  and  other 
**  public  fecurities. 

*•  IV.  It  had  made  guineas  to  be  run  up  to  thirty  fhillings,  and  foreign  gold  in  proportion 
*^  to  that  price ;  whereby  much  gold  was  run  in  upon  us  from  beyond  fea,  to  our  great  detri- 
**  ment,  being  over-loaded  with  gold,  whilft  we  had  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  filver:  for,  in  return 
*'  for  guineas  and  foreign  gold,  they  carried  away  all  our  weighty  filver  coin,  as  well  as  our 
**  bulHon;  infomuch,  that  at  length  wc  Ihall  be  in  tlic  utmoft  diftrefs  for  fmaller  fums,  fa 
*  ««  much  wanted  in  daily  bufinefs.  That  although  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  long  reign,  had 
*^  coined  no  lefs  than  four  millions  fix  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
••  thirty-two  pounds  three  fhillings  and  two-pence  farthing  in  filver;  yet  all  her  crowns, 
''  half  crowns,  groats,  and  quarter  (hillings,  half  groats,  three-half-penny  pieces,  three-far- 
^  thing  pieces,  and  half-pence,  were  wholly  funk ;  and  moft  of  her  (hillings  and  fix-pences 
"  were  cither  melted  down  or  loft.  That  in  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  there  was  coined 
^*  one  million  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  filver.  And  in  King  Charles  the  Firft's 
"  reign  eight  millions  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-four 
**  pounds  ten  (hillings  and  three- pence  in  filver;  yet  the  crowns,  groats,  two-pences,  pence, 
'^  and  half-pence  of  thofe  two  reigns  were  quite  gone ;  U:^  that  there  may  not  be  now  in  being 
**  above  one-third  part  of  the  filver  coinage  of  all  the  above-named  three  reigns,  or  about  five 
'*  millions  thirty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds.  To  which  adding  the 
^  unmelted  and  undiminifhed  (five  hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eight 
'<  pounds)  coins  of  King  Charies  the  Second  and  James  the  Second,  and  thofe  of  the  prefent 
^^  reign  ;  all  the  filver  money  now  in  the  kingdom  may  amount  to  about  five  millions  fix  hun- 
'*  dred  thoufand  pounds,  of  which  there  is  about  four  millions  of  clipped  and  otherwife  di« 
*<  minifhed  coin;  and  the  other  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  ftill  pure 
^*  money ;  the  juft  weight  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  which  is  thirty-two  pounds  three  ounces 
'*  one  penny-weight  twenty-two  grains.  Whereas  upon  examination,  and  at  a  medium,  the 
**  weight  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  our  clipped  money  was  found  to  be  but  fixteen  pounds 
'*  eight  ounces  eighteen  penny-weights ;  which  is  deficient  fifteen  pounds  fix  oances  three 
^*  penny-weights  twenty-two  grains.  A  terrible  (late  this  of  our  coin,  already  dimini(hed, 
**  being  very  near  one  half,  or  two  millions.  Yet  the  real  lofs  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
^*  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling." 

The  Parliament,  therefore,  having  maturely  coniidered  this  very  important  matter,  finally 
refolved  to  recoin  the  dimini(hed  filver  money,  by  calling  it  into  the  mint  by  tale,  by  which 
meafure  our  people  had  good  new  filver  coin  returned  to  them  from  the  mint. 

Their  next  debate  was,  whether,  as  filver  was  now  at  fix  (hillings  and  three-pence  per 
ounce,  the  new  money  ihould  not  have  its  ftandard  raifed,  by  calling  a  crown  piece  fix  (hil- 
lings and  three-pence,  and  a  (hilling  one  (hilling  and  three-pence,  though  of  no  greater  quan- 
tity of  filver  than  before.  Thofe  who  argued  and  wrote  for  this- enhancing  method,  (viz.  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  and  others)  alleged,  *'  that  die  raifing  the  ftandard 
'*  would  prevent  the  exportation  of  our  coin,  and  would  alfo  prevent  its  being  melted  down ; 
**  and  tliat  thereby  alfo,  people  would  be  the  more  induced  to  bring  in  their  plate  and  bullion 
*♦  to  the  mint,  &c." 

On 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  621 

A.  !>. 

1696  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  more  juftly  argued,  both  in  Parliament,  and  without  doors  in 
print,  "  that  tlie  common  confent  of  all  civilized  nations  had  fixed  filver  at  one  and  the  fame 
"  price,  or  very  near  the  fame  price  :  that  the  worth  of  it  was  relative  :  that  the  weight  and 
**  ^nenefs,  or  the  quantity  of  pure  filver,  and  not  the  bare  denomination,  were  the  only  rules 
**  which  governed  not  only  foreign  nations,  in  their  exchanges  and  other  dealings  with  us, 
<<  but  alfo  our  own  people  in  the  home  trade  :  fince  fix  Ihillings  and  three-pence  of  the  new 
**  coin,  fo  called,  would  purchafe  no  more  of  any  commodity,  nor  go  further  in  paying  bills 
*^  of  Exchange  than  five  (hillings  of  our  undipped  prefent  coin  would  purchafe  ;  becaufe  the 
**  latter  contained  as  much  pure  filver  as  the  former.  That  this  was  clear  in  the  cafe  of 
*^  guineas  now  at  thirty  (hillings,  all  commodities  being  raifed  in  price,  in  proportion  to  the 
•*  faid  price  of  guineas.  That  an  ounce  of  filver  was  not,  even  at  prefent,  worth  fix  (hillings 
'*  and  three-pence  of  good  coin,  but  only  of  the  di.mini(hed  and  clipped  money;  fincc  one 
<*  ounce  of  filver  could  not  be  worth  more  than  another  ounce  of  like  finenefs ;  and  with  five 
**  (hillings  and  two-pence  per  ounce  of  the  new  milled  money,  they  could  buy  as  much  bul- 
•'  lion  as  they  pleafed.  That  with  refpeft  to  the  before-named  argument,  that  the  raifing  the 
<'  denomination  would  keep  our  filver  at  home,  it  is  of  no  weight ;  fince  nothing  can  keep  or 
**  bring  us  tnoney,  but  our  getting  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour :  for  if  we  take  more 
**  goods  from  foreign  parts  than  they  take  from  us,  the  balance  muft  be  paid  to  them  in  our 
'*  money,  or  in  bullion,  which  is  all  one.  That  with  particular  regard  to  our  home  concerns, 
**  there  are  many  objefiions  againft  raifing  the  ftandard.  Firft,  All  poor  labourers,  foldiers, 
**  and  failors,  would  thereby  be  defrauded  of  part  of  their  juft  wages ;  as  would  alfo  the  credi- 
**  tors  of  part  of  their  ju(l  debts  ;  as  alfo  the  landlord  of  part  of  his  rent ;  or  elfe  great  confu- 
^^  fion  anddifpute  would  arife  about  thefe  matters." 

All  which,  and  fuch-like  particulars  were  moft  judicioufly  and  clearly  demonftrated  by  the 
great  John  Locke,  Efquire,  in  his  excellent  Treatife  on  Coin,  which  then  came  forth  in  print, 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Lowndes's  report,  containing  an  Eflay  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Silver 
Coins ;  to  the  abfolute  filencing  of  the  oppofite  opinion.  In  conclufion,  it  was  finally  refolved 
to  recoin  the  filver  money  of  the  old  weight  and  finenefs  ;  and  that  the  nation,  colleftively 
confidered,  (hould  bear  the  lofs  before-mentioned. 

The  great  inconveniencies  of  calling  in  all  the  dimini(hed  money  at  once  were  alfo  duly 
confidered  and  obviated,  by  calling  it  in  by  degrees,  and  rccoining  it  as  quick  as  poiTible  ,  to 
further  which,  in  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  King  William,  cap.  xix.  fix-pence  per  ounce 
was  allowed  on  all  wrought  filver  plate  brought  to  the  mint :  and  an  zA  pafied,  of  the  eighth 
of  King  William,  cap.  vii.  For  the  encouraging  the  bringing  in  of  wrought  Plate  to  be  coin- 
ed; whereby  the  old  ftandard  of  finenefs  of  filver,  being  eleven  ounces  two  penny  weights 
was  thencefonh  altered  to  eleven  ounces  ten  penny-weights  fine,  and  ten  penny-weight? allay. 
Laitly,  the  ufe  of  filver  plate  (fpoons  excepted)  was  prohibited  in  public  houfes,  then  much 
ufed  both  in  town  and  country ;  infomuch  that  one  alehoufe,  near  the  Royal  Exchange,  in 
London,  had  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds  in  filver  tankards,  &c. 

Means  were  al(b  ufcd  for  gradually  reducing  the  price  of  guineas  to  near  their  juft  value  in: 
filver  in  foreign  parts ;  the  Parliament,  with  great  judgment,  dire£ting  the  manner  of  gradual- 
ly lowering  them,  viz.  from  thirty  (hillings  to  twenty-nine  (hillings,  twenty-eight  (hillings  tO' 
twenty-five  (hillings,  and  laftly  to  twenty-two  (hillings,  whereby  the  leaft  hurt  was  done  to 
private  men.    So,  in  about  a  year's  time  or  little  more,  our  (ilver  coins  came  forth  from  the 
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1696  mint,  the  fineft  and  moft  beautiful  of  any  in  all  Europe.  And  although  many  inconvenlen** 
cies  happened  hi  trade  whilft  it  remained  unfinifhed,  yet,  in  the  end,  it  aftonifhed  and  con- 
founded all  the  enemies  of  the  King  and  kingdom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  procured 
great  credit  to  Mr.  Montagnc,  afterward  Lord  Hallifax,  who  then  had  the  chief  management 
in  the  Treafury. 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  that  Mr.  Montague  firft  let  on  foot  a  new  circulating  paper  credit, 
in  the  year  1696,  by  ifluing  bills  from  the  Exchequer  ;  at  the  fame  time  contrafting  (as  has 
ever  fincc  been  done)  for  their  being  circulated  for  ready  money  on  demand.     And  as  many  of 
thofe  firft  Exchequer-bills  were  for  funis  fo  low  as  five  pounds  and  ten  pounds,  they  were  of 
Tcry  good  ufe  at  this  time,  when  there  was  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  filver  money  during  this  re- 
coinage,  as  they  were  taken  at  the  Exchequer,  for  all  payments  of  the  revenue,  and  ?is,  when 
re-iflued,  they  were  then  allowed  feven  pounds  twelve  fhillings  percent,  intereft,  they  fooii 
:  rofe  from  a  fmall  difcount  to  be  better  than  par.     Thefe  have  fince  been  iflued  yearly,  and  the 
.  Bank  of  England  has  conftatitly,  for  many  years  paft,  been  the  contraftors  for  tlieir  circula- 
tion, at  a  certain  premium;  for  which  end  the  faid  bank  takes  annual  fubfcriptions  for  enabling 
them  to  circulate  them.     By  air  which  means,  the  public  was  affifted  to  fupport  the  general 
trade  ^of  the  nation,  though  not  witliout  great  difficulty,  till  the  new  money  was  iflued  from 
:  the  mintt 

Thus  was  this  moft  arduous  affair  of  the  recoinage  brought  to  a  moft  happy  iffue,  by  the 
'.  clofe  of  the  year  1697  ;  and  by  an  aft,  cap.  iii.  of  the  ninth  of  King  William,  the  currency 
of  all  the  old  hammered  filver  coins  was  abfolutely  prohibited.     This  famous  recoinage, 
(which,  one  way  or  other,  was  tliought  to  ha^e  coft  the  public  near  three  millions  of  money) 
was  performed  at  London,  and  in  the  cities  of  Exeter,  Briftol,  Chefter,  York,  and  Norwich* 
Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  the  firft  part  of  his  Difcourfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  1698,  p.  50,  makes  the  clipped  money  amount  to  nine  millions :  and,  p.  55, 
he  fays  there  were  four  millions  of  guineas  current.     In  his  new  dialogues,  vol.  ii.  p.  75, 
there  was  at  this  time  recoined  from  the  old  hammered  money  five  millions  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds.     Now  if  the  old  broad  pieces  and 
Jacobufes.of  gold,  and  the  fine  milled  filver  money  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  later,  be 
'  well  confidered,  it  feems  probable  that  the  whole  cafh  of  England  may  have  been  about  fixteei> 
millions  :   which  computation   (including  Scotland)   comes  pretty   near  what  is  generally 
thought  to  be  the  prefent  cafh  of  Great  Britain  :  exclufivc  of  a  large  quantity  of  foreign  gold 
.«coins,  for  a  long  time  paft,  circulating  in  the  kingdom. 

Upon  the  repeated  complaints  of  the  merchants  of  England,  of  great  captures  by  the 
French,  and  tliat  little  regard  or  care  had  for  many  years  paft  been  taken  of 'trade  and  com- 
mierce ;  King  William,  ever  ready  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  his  fubjefts,  did  in  the  fame 
year  1696,  ercft  a  new  and  ftanding  council  for  commerce  and  plantations,  in  their  moft  com- 
prehenfive  fcnfe,  commonly  ftilcd  the  Lords  CommifTioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations ;  one 
of  whom,  moft  dcfervedly  now  appointed,  was  the  famous  John  Locke,  Efquirc,  before- 
mentioned. 

*  From  the  year  1673,  when  the  former  ftanding  council  of  commerce  was  dropped,  until 

•^his  time,  all  difputes  and  regulations  relative  to  commerce  and  colonies  were  ufually  referred 
to  committees  of  the  privy  council :  but  fuch  occafional  committees,  being  a  conftantly  vary- 
ing fet  of  members,  and  having,  befide,  no  ftated  appointments  for  their  trouble  and  attend- 
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1696  ancc ;  it  is  by  no  means  furprifing  that  they  aftcd  but  loofely  and  fupcrficially.  It  was  now 
therefore  high  time  to  eilabhfh  a  regular  and  permanent  board  for  fuch  important  ends ;  our 
foreign  coaimerce  and  plantations,  as  well  as  moft  branches  of  our  home  trade  and  of  our  nu- 
merous manufafturcs  being  fo  greatly  incrcafcd  afid  improved.  This  new  board  (befide  fuch 
of  our  minifters  of  Hate,  who  only  attend  on  extraordinary  occafions)  confifted  of  a  firft  Lord 
Commiflioner,  who  is  ufually  a  peer  of  the  realm,  and  feven  other  commiffioners,  with  a 
falary  of  each  a  thoufand  pounds  yearly. 

To  this  board  propofals  are  made  by  merchants  and  others,  for  the  eafc,  improvement*  and 
encouragement  of  our  commerce,  navigation,  plantations,  manufa£lures,  fifheries,  &c. — 
For  redreffing  of  all  grievances  and  burdens  on  trade,  which  are  there  argued  between  one  party 
and  another,  and  are  moftly  heard  and  argued  at  that  board  by  their  council.  Britifh  confuls 
appointed  to  refide  in  f9reign  parts,  for  the  benefit  and  proteftion  of  our  commerce,  receive 
their  inftruftions  from  this  board,  with  whom  they  are  obliged  to  hold  a  conftant  correfpond- 
cncc;  as  are  alfo  the  governors  of  our  American  plantations,  for  the  improvement  of  their 
refpeftive  governments,  who  do  alfo  tranfmlt  to  this  boaid  the  journals  of  their  councils  and 
aflcmblics,  the  accounts  of  the  colle£tors  of  the  cuQoms,  andof  naval  officers,  Sec.  And  how 
the  general  balance  of  trade  ftands  from  time  to  time  between  England  and  foreign  nations. 
Reports  are  alfo  made  from  time  to  time  how  Britain  may  be  bcft  fupplied  with  naval  ftorcs 
from  our  faid  colonies ; — ^what  new. productions  may  be  raifed,  and  old  ones  improved,  in  A- 
merica.  Enquiries  alfb  come4)efore  this  board,  for  regaining  of  loft  branches  of  trade,  as  well 
as  to  enlarge  thofe  we  are  polTciled  of,  and  to  cftabliih  new  ones ; — how  to  employ  the  poor 
and  idle  to  the  beft  advantage.  Hearings  alfo  between  merchants,  trading  corporations,  ma- 
nufafturersj  &c.  at  home,  as  well  as  of  appeals  from  the  plantations,  are  brought  before  this 
board ;  who,  upon  all  fuch .  matters^-  and-  many  others,  needlefs  to  recite,  brought  regularly 
before  them,,  are  to  make  tlieir  reports  and  give  their  opinions  to  the  King  and  his  privy  coun- 
cVl.  From  all  which  it  moft  evidently  appears,  that  this  board  of  trade  and  plantations  is^  aa 
excellent  Inftitution.'.  Provided,-  however,- 

I.  That  the  members  of  it  be  fuch  asareof  ftri£t  honour  and.  integrity. 

II.  That  they  be  gentlemen  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  general  ftate^  hiftory,  and  in- 
terefts  of  commerce  in  all  its  branches^  as.  well  as  of  our  own  foreign  plantations,  fa£to« 
rics,  &c,\ 

III.  That  they  may  be  (as  much  as  is  poffible,  and  confiftent  with  onr  national  conftitution) 
free  and  independent  in  framing  their  faid  opinions  and  reports;  whereby  itierchants,  -manu-* 
faflurers,  planters,  mariners,  &c%  may  undoubtedly  rely  onimpartial  juftice,  without  the  in- 
ter pofition  or  influence  of  power  in  their  deliberations  :  for,  although  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
fuch  fuppofed  undue  influence  has  never  hitherto  been,  in  any-  degree^  the  .cafe  iince  the  erec- 
tion of  that  board ;  yet  even  the  bare,  poffibility  of  its  happening  hereafter  Should  be  guarded 
againft  by  every  fuppofeable  means ;  and,  amongft  other  cautious  for  this  end,  it  feems  highly 
requifitc,  that  the  members  conftituting  that  .board  fhould  never  be  removed  without  un- 
anfwerable  grounds  for  it;  whereby  they,  will  be  enabled  to.  acquire  a  fufiicient  (hare  of  expe- 
lience  in  fo  important  a  province.  -. 

Laftly,  A  xjueftion  has  been  often  canvaiTed  by  fpeculativc  men,  wlicther  pra£l:ical  mer- 
chants, or  even  thofe  who  had  formerly  been  fuch,  were  moft  proper  to  be  Tnember-s  of  fuch 
a  board  ;  it  having  been  generally  alleged,  that  fuch  as  have  made  their  fortunes  in  any  parti- 
cular br^ncli  of  commerce^  retain  a  bias  in  favour  of  that  branch  to  their  life  s  end*    Ta  which 
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1696  may  be  anfwered,  that  furely  when  out  of  trade,  one  or  two  fuch  may,  in  many  refpefts,  he 
very  proper  and  ufeful  members  of  that  board:  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  fuch  as  have  been 
for  any  confiderable  time  governors  of  fome  of  our  American  plantations. 

In  this  fame  year  1696,  the  French  King  erefted  a  new  cxclufive  company,  called  the  Royal 
Senegal  Company,  comprehending  that  part  of  Africa  next  Senegal  River,  and  the  Cape  de 
Verde  Ifles.  **  As  well  (fays  his  patent)  for  the  traffic  of  leather,  as  of  gums,  wax,  gold,  &c. 
**  The  old  company,  erefted  ill  the  years  1679  and  1^8 1,  having  rcfigned  their  rights  to  new 
*•  purchafers.  Their  limits  were  to  be  from  Cape  filanco  to  Serra  Leone,  including  the  fort 
"  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  formerly  belonging  to  England.  But  this  company  was 
**  not  to  interfere  with  the  Guinea  Company,  erefted  in  1685  New  privileges  wercalfo 
"  granted  to  this  Senegal  Company  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  might  have  ftorchoufes 
**  for  their  negroes,  and  might  refine  their  fugars  ;  and,  in  brief,  grants  them  all  privileges 
**  there,  as  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  French  Weft  India  Company  before  its  abolition."  Yet, 
fuch  was  the  dependance  to  be  had  on  the  grand  monarch's  grants,  that  two  years  after  he  re- 
grants  the  faid  abolifhed  Weft  India  Company's  privileges  to  a  new  St.  Domingo  Company, 
in  the  year  1698. 

The  Edyfton  rock,  lying  ofF  Port  Plymouth,  having  been  experienced  to  be  a  verv  dan- 
gerous one,  as  many  fhips  had  been  caft  away  thereon,  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity-houfc 
being  applied  to,  they,  in  this  year  1696,  began  a  light-houfc  thereon,  and  compleated  it  in 
three  years  time  ;  great  numbers  of  matters  and  owners  of  Englifh  (hipping  agreeing,  in  con- 
iideration  thereof,  to  pay  one  penny  per  ton  outwards,  and  the  like  inwards,  &c.  and  it  has 
proved  a  very  great  benefit  to  Ihipping  pafiing  tbat  way,  till  in  the  great  and  dreadful  ftorm  in 
17031  it  was  blown  down  and  deftroyed.  It  wa«  again  direfted  to  be  rebuilt,  by  an  aft  of 
Parliament  of  the  fourth  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xx.  and  the  like  duty  on  tonnage  of  (hips 
granted  for  its  f^ipport  to  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity* houfe,  which  law  was  fince  further 
enforced  in  the  eighth  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xvi.  and  tlie  light-houfe  was  again  perfefted. 
Yet  it  has  iince,  once  more,  been  lately  demolilhcd  by  a  ftorm,  and  is  again  rcflorcd  by  the 
like  means  to  its  former  ufefulnefs,  to  the  great  benefit  of  not  only  the  Briti(h  trade  and  navi- 
gation, but  of  the  numerous  ftiipping  of  other  nations  pafling  that  way. 

In  this  fame  feventh  and  eighth  year  of  King  William,  an  aft  of  the  Englifli  Parliament, 
cap.  xxi.  for  the  Incrcafe  and  Encouragement  of  Seamen,  eftablifhed  a  regifter  of  thirty  ihou- 
fand  feamen,  to  be  in  readinefs  at  all  times,  as  its  preamble  fets  forth,  for  fupplying  the  royal 
navy,  for  a  premium  or  bounty  of  forty  (hillings  yearly.  None  but  fuch  regiftercd  feamen 
(who  might  be  citlier  mariners,  watermen,  fifhermen,  lightermen,  bargemen,  keelmen,  or 
other  feafaring  men,  betweeii  the  age  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years)  ihall  be  capable  of  prefer- 
ment ^o  any  commiffion  or  warrant  offices  in  the  royal  navy.  They  (hall  moreover  have  a 
double  (hare  or  dividend  for  all  prizes,  more  than  non-regiftered  feamen  of  equal  rank:  with 
other  privileges  as  in  that  aft  is  fet  forth  ;  and  particularly  and  folely,  when  maimed  or  fuper- 
annuated,  an  admiffion  into  the  newly  eftablifhed  hofpital  for  feamen  at  Greenwich  ;  as  alfo, 
if  killed  in  the  fervice,  an  admiffion  therein  for  their  widows  and  children.  Six-pence  per 
month  to  be  dedufted  from  the  pay  of  all  feamen,  as  well  ferving  in  merchant  fhips  as  in  the 
royal  navy,  for  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  (Further  enforced,  as  to  Greenwich 
Hofpital  duty,  in  an  aft  of  the  tenth  of  Queen  Anne,  For  better  collefting  and  recovering 
the  Duties,  &c.  And  again,  by  cap.  xxxi.  of  the  eighteenth  of  King  George  the  Second,  in 
1 745-)     The  faid  regiftered  feamen  were  alfo  to  certify  their  place  of  abode,  &c. 

This 


OPTHEORIOIK     OF     COMMeRCS* 


€zs 


A.  D. 
1696 


4C 


<t 


it 


41 


41 


This  law  for  rcgiftcring  of  fcamen  was  further  enforced  by  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and  nintli 
of  King  William,  cap.  xxii.  And,  in  our  humble  opinion,  was  unhappily  repealed  by  an  aft 
of  the  ninth  of  Queen  Anne.  And  although  fundry  fchemes  or  models  have  fincc  then  begn 
laid  before  the  public,  for  the  reviving  of  fuch  a  regifter,  yet  fo  many  objeftions  have  been 
llarted,  that  no  law  has  as  yet  been  framed  for  fo  important  a  matter,  as  the  having  always  in 
readinefs,  a  competent  number  of  feamen  to  man  the  royal  navy,  without  having  recourfe  to 
the  baibarous  and  unconftitutional  prafticeof  preffing.  May  heaven  infpirc  fome  worthy  pa- 
triot with  fpirit,  genius,  and  zeal,  equal  to  this  feemingly  or  fuppofed  arduous  tafk.  And  al- 
fo  that  then,  as  well  failors  of  merchant  (hips  as  of  King's  Ihips,  fliould  be  capable  of  being 
admitted  itito  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

The  very  next  aft,  cap.  xxii.  of  the  fame  year,  for  preventing  Frauds  and  regulating  Abufes 
in  the  Plantation  Trade,  was  intended  for  further  enforcing  and  improving  the  afts  of  naviga- 
tion, and  for  preventing  of  frauds  and  other  abufes  in  the  plantation  trade  :  enafting,  •**  that 
all  fliips  trading  to  or  from  our  Afian,  African,  or  American  plantations  or  fettlcments, 
Ihall  be  Englifli,  Irifti,  or  plantation  built ;  and  that  their  cargoes  fliall  be  either  Englifli, 
Irilh,  or  plantation  property,  and  ftiall  be  regiftered  as  fuch,  &c."  And  whereas  our  North. 
American  colonies  were  of  late  become  of  much  greater  importance  to  England  than  formerly  ; 
it  was  therein  alfo  further  enafted,  **  that  no  charter-proprietor  of  lands  on  the  continent  of 
America  (hall  fell  or  otherwife  difpofe  of  their  lands  to  any  but  natural-born  fubjcfts,  with- 
out the  King's  licence  in  council  for  tliat  purpofe." — Sqe,  under  the  year  1664,  an  account 
of  King  Charles  expelling  the  Dutch  from  New  York. 

This  was  undoubtedly  a  raoft  ncccffary  and  reafonable  provifo  ;  fince  it  might  happen,  in 
xinfavourable  conjunfturcs,  that  a  great  charter-proprietor,  (fuch,  forinftance,  as  thofe  of  Ca- 
rolina, fince  made  a  regal  colony,  Maryland,  or  Pennfylvania,  &c.)  might  alienate  the  fame 
to  fome  foreign  rival  nation  ;  there  being,  till  now,  no  exprefs  law  to  the  contrary.  More- 
over, in  order  to  keep  the  proprietary  governments  in  America  the  more  under  due  fubjeftion 
to  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  England,  they  being  now  become  very  confiderable,  it  was  hereby 
enafted,  "  that  all  governors  nominated  by  fuch  proprietors,  (hall  be  allowed  and  approved  of 
**  by  the  crown,  and  (hall  take  the  like  oaths  as  are  taken  by  the  governors  of  the  regal  colo- 
"  nies,  before  they  (hall  enter  on  their  refpeftive  governments/'  And  this  was  likewife  an 
extremely  well-judged  provifo.  Another  claufe  in  this  fame  ftatute  has  been  thought  by  the 
Iri(h  nation  to  bear  fomewhat  hard  on  them,  viz.  **  That  whereas  (hips  laden  with  fugars, 
**  tobacco,  &c.  of  the  EngU(h  plantations,  have  fometimes  been  difcharged  in  feveral  ports  of 
Ireland,  corttrary  to  law  ;  under  pretence  that  the  faid  (hips  were  driven  thither  by  ftrcfs  of 
weather,  or  fome  other  calamity  ;  it  was  now  enafted,  that  on  no  pretence  whatever  any 
kind  of  goods  from  the  Engli(h  American  plantations  (hall  hereafter  be  put  on  (hore  either 
in  the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  or  Scotland,"  (the  Union,  in  tlie  year  1707,  has  rendered  this 
claufe  void  as  to  Scotland,)  **  without  being  fir(l  landed  in  England,  and  having  alfo  paid 
-**  the  duties  there ;  under  forfeiture  of  (hip  and  cargo.'*  The  principal  hard(hip  hereof 
(fay  the  Iri(h,)  confifted,  in  comprehending  the  un-enu«nerated,  as  well  as  the  enumerated 
commodities:  iv hereby  alfo,  much  money  goes  from  Ireland  to  foreign  nations,  which 
our  own  plantations  anight  otherwife  have  had. — Sec  enumerated  commodities  under  the 
year  1660, 

In  this  fame  feflion  of  the  Engliih  Parliament,  an  aft  padbd,  cap.  xxviii.-  for  th£  more  ef- 

fcftual  preventing  the  Exportationof  Wool,  and  for  the  encouraging  the  Imporution  of  it  from 
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1696.  Ireliand.  But  as^  tb€rc  have  bcen^  both  before  and  after  this  period,  fa  many  laws  made  for 
effefting  what  relates  to  the  formep  part  of  tliis  aft^  though  all  hitherto  infufficient  for  keep- 
ing  our  wool  to  ourfelves,.  we  think  it  fuperflnous  to  be  particular  thereon.  With  refpeft  to 
the  importatian  of  Irifh  wool  into  England,  the  only  ports  hereby  liccnfed  for  that  end,  were 
Whitehaven,  Liverpool,  Chefter>  Briftol,.  Bridgewater,  Minchead,  Baniftaple,  and  Bid- 
deford. 

It  appears,  by  an  Englifh  aft  of*  Parliament  of  the  feventh  and  eigluh  of  King  William, 
cap.  xxxiiL  For  the  better  Encouragement  of  the  Greenland  Trade,  "  That  the  new  Grceiir- 
•*  land  Company,  whidi  had  been  eftabliffied  in.  the  fourth  and  fiftli  of  this  reign,  in  the  year 
1693,  and  then- had  fubfcribed  forty  thoufand,  pounds  as  its  original  capital  ftock,  had  af- 
terward increafcd  its  capital  fubfcription  to^  eighty-two  thoufand  pounds,  the  completion* 
whereof  was  to  be  made  at  any  time  before  the  year  1703,  bccaufc,  by  rcafon  of  the  fcarcity 
*'  of  feamen  on  account  of  the  war  with  France,  this  company  cannot  at  prefent  employ  all 
•*  the  laid  money  in  this  trade."  In  the  mean  time  it  was  hereby  cnafted,  that  this  company,. 
"  for  the  encouragement  of  its  faid  trade,  during  its  terra  of  fourteen  years,  which  was  to  end 
**  in  the  year  1707,  Ihould  ht  free  of  ail  duty,  cuftom,  or  impofition  whatever,  for  any  oil^ 
"  blubber,  or  whale-fins,  caught  and  imported  by  them  during  tlieir  faid  term."  But  the 
company  was  fo  unfortunate,  partly  through  unfkilful  management,  and*  partly  from  real  loffes, 
as  to  run  out  or  fpend  their  f^iid  capital  of  eighty-two  thoufand  pounds,  fome  years  before  the 
expiration  of  their  faid  term  ;  fo  that  they  broke  up  entirely.  And  by  aftatute  of  the  firft  year 
of  Queen  Anne,  in  the  year  1702,.  cap.  xvi.  For  enlarging,  and  encouragifig  the  Greenland 
Trade,  that  trade  was  entirely  laid  open  as  bef6re ;  and  all  the  Queen's  fubjefts  were  thereby 
to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  as  the  company  had  done.  Yet  that  company's  misfortunes  de- 
terred others- from  profecuting  that  fifliery  till  the  year  1725,  when  the  South,  Sea^ Company 
revived  it,  tliough  much  to  tlieir- lofs^  as  will  be  fecn. 

Great  fums  of  money  being  continually  carried  out  of  Ehglaiwl  for  tlie  purchafe  of  hemp, - 
flax,  and  linen;   "  which,"  fays  the  picamble  to-an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  feventh  and 
eighth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxxix.  entitled.   An  Aft  for  encouraging  the  Linen  Manufac- 
ture of  Ireland,,  and  bringing  Flax  and  Hemp  into,  and  the  making  of  Sail-cloth   in  this 
Kingdom,  ^*  might  in  a  great  mcafure  be  prevented  by  being  fupplied  from  Ireland,  if  fuch- 
**  proper  encouragement  were  given,  as  might  invite  foreign  Protefcants  into  that  kingdom  to 
"  fettle."— It  was  hereby  enafted,  **  tliat  hemp,  flax,  and  linen^  and  its  thread  and  yarn, 
**  might  be  freely  imported  into  England,  by  natives  of  Ei^land  and  Ireland,  cuftom  free, 
**  being  of  the  growth  and  manufafture  of  Ireland.     And  wliereas  the  manufafture  of  fail— 
"  cloth  is  already  brought  to  good  perfeftion  in 'England, — it  was  now  enafted,  for  its  fur 
•*  ther  encouragement,  that  all  Englifli  made  fail-cloth  (hall  be.  henceforth-  exported  free  of 
"  all  cufliom  or  duty  whatever,,  whether  it  be  exported  in; the  piece  or  boult, .  or  in  fails  ready 
•*  made.'* 

This  law  was  wifely  framed*,  for  the  encouragement  pantlcular^y  of  French  Proteftant  Refu- 
gees to  fettle  in  Ireland,  many  of  whom  were  well  flcilled   in  the  once  noble  linen  manu^ 
fafture  of  France,  fince  funk  almoft  to  nothing :  and  late  experience  has  fhewn,  that  this  law 
laid  the  foundation  of  Ireland's  prefenc  moft  flouriflTing,  and  almoft  Immcnfe  manufafture  of 
iinens  and  cambricks* 

The  fhfppingand  foreign- commerce  of  Ruflia,  excepting  what  was  praftifed  by  the  Englifh- 
andDutclLto  and  from  Arcliangcl^  were,,  till  our  own  times^  fo  inconfidcrable  as  hardly  to« 

Z^  deferve 
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1696  defervc  a  name.  But  the  Czar  Peter,  fo  juftly  termed  the  Great,  had  now  formed  vaft  defigns, 
both  for  commerce  and  conqueft,  and  alfo  for  naval  power.  For,  by  the  taking  tlic  ftrong 
fortrcfs  and  port  of  Azoph,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Don,  lie  had  opened  for  the  Ruffian 
veffels  a  paffage  or  entry  into  the  Black  Sea ;  upon  which  fea  he  had  determined  to  keep  a  na- 
val force  fufficient  to  cope  with  that  of  the  Turks,  who,  for  fome  centuries  paft,  had  folely 
commanded  therein,  and  excluded  thence  all  other  potentates.  For  this  end,  he  procured 
fliipwrights  from  Holland  for  the  conftrufting  of  his  great  fliips  of  war,  and  from  Venice,  fcxr 
his  gallies  ;  haviiYg  got  no  fewer  tlvan  forty  of  the  former,  and  fifty  of  the  latter,  befide  bomb- 
ketches,  ice.  all  built  at  Woronitz,  on  the  river  Don,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Afoph  ; 
which  mighty  effort  was  efFeftcd,  through  his  vaft  genius,  in  tfirec  years  time;  having  qak- 
timber.and  other  naval  ftores  in  plenty  of  his  own,  and  ready  at  haad.  He  alfo  fortified  the 
port  of  Taganrock  on  the  Black  Sea;  at  which  work  it  is  faid  above  three  hundred  thoufand 
J)erfons  perifhed  through  hunger,  and  by  dillempers  contracted  from  their  lying  oh  tlie  marfl)y 
:grounds  contiguous  to  that  place. 

Had  tha  Czar  fuccceded  herein,  by  compelling  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  allow  him  to  be  a  ma- 
ritime power  on  that  fea,  and,  as  a  cohfequence  thereof,  to  have  a  free  pafTage  by  the  Pro- 
ponris  and  Dardanelles,  into  the  Archipelago  and  Mediterranean  Sea,  what  ftrange  alterations 
might  not  his  fuccefs  have  very  probably  produced  in  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  ;  and 
liow  di fad vantageous  might  it  alfo  have  proved,  in  time,  to  the  Turkey  trade,  as  well  as  to 
other  branches  of  the  commerce  of  the  other  European  nations  in  thofe  feas  ?  How  precarious 
alfo  would  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Turkifh  empire  have  thereby  been  rendered?  But  in  the 
next  century  we  fbail  fee  this  towering  profpeft  over-clouded,  and  aU  the  vaft  expence  thereof 
abfolutcly  fruftratcd. 

This  great  prince,  however,  did  wonders  for  reforming  and  improving  his  country  and  peo- 
ple. He  travelled  for  this  end  into  moft  of  the  countries  of  Chriftendom,  in  order  to  leara 
tlieir  mercantile  and  maritime  arts.  Both  in  Holland  and  England  he  difcovered  fo  great  a 
genius  in  his  judicious  enquiries,  obfervations,  and  remarks  on  fhip-buiJding,  naval  affairs, 
tnanufaftures,  kc.  as  furpri fed  every  body ;  of  which  Ruffia  at  this  day  experiences  the  good 
cffefts.  King  William  gave  him  a  refpeftful  reception,  in  the  year  1697,  and  cultivated  his 
friendfhip  and  alliance,  in  hopes  of  forming  an  ufeful  balance  of  power  againft  France. 

la  this  fame  year.  King  William  fcnt  out  two  fhips  of  war  and  fome  land  forces,  with 
which  he  overpowered  the  French,  who  had  held  our  forts  in  Hudfon's  Bay  for  three  years, 
and  all  the  faid  forts  were  accordingly  retaken.  Yet,  once  more,  in  Queen  Anne's  war,  all 
thofe  forts  were  regained  by  the  French,  except  Fort  Albany  ;  and  fo  it  remained  till  the  peace 
of  Utrecht. 

The  running  of  Engl i(h  and  Irifh  wool  into  France,  whereby  the  woollen  manufafture  of 
that  kingdom  has  been  fo  greatly  incrcafed,  has  employed  the  pens  of  a  great  number  of  our 
pamphleteers,  ever  fincc  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ;  and  many  plaufible  pro- 
pofals  have  been  made,  both  within  doors  and  without,  for  an  effeflual  cure  ;  though  hitherto 
without  fuccefs.  Amongft  the  more  modern  ones,  one  Mr.  Samuel  Webber,  in  his  Short 
Account  of  the  State  of  our  own  Woollen  Manufactures,  printed  in  the  year  1739,  afcribes 
the  occafton  of  the  greateft  rife  of  the  French  woollen  manufaAures  to  have  happened  about 
this  time  by  Ireland'3  legiflature  confenting  to  lay  a  tax  of  four  Ihillings  in  the  pound  on  all 
their  woollen  goods  exported  to  foreign  parts  ;  as  fuch  exportation  did  greatly  interfere  with. 
England's  cxportations  of  ihe  like  woollen  goods :  and  that  this  was  by  Ireland  agreed  to,  in 
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1696  return  fonio  lefs  than  nine  millions  fterling,  expended  by  England  in  the  reduftion  of  Ireland 
at  the  revolution  :  and  to  prevent  their  glutting  us  in  England  with  their  wool,  (he  alfo  fays, 
woollen  goods,  though  it  is  only  wool,  which  was  permitted  to  be  imported  from  Ireland) 
they  were  limited  to  eight  (he  fays  only  five)  weftern  ports,  for  its  faid  importation,  by  the 

^^  before  recited  a£k  of  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxviii. — Such  hard- 
Ihips,  according,  to  that  author,  conftrained  the  Irifti  to  run  their  combed  wool  into  France, 
which  the  French  mixed  up  with  their  own  coarfer  wool,  thereby  enabling  them,  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  to  fupply  many  foreign  markets  with  woollen  goods  formerly  fupplied  by  England. 

The  computations  of  rooft  of  thofe  who  write  on  this  fubjeft  arc,  we  apprehend,  too  ex- 
travagant, and'particulafly  thofe  of  this  author,  to  gain  an  univcrfal  credit :  for  he  ventures  to 
affirm,  '^  thatof  eight  hundred  thoufand  packs  of  wool  annually  produced  in  Great  Britain 
**  and  Ireland,  France  gets  from  us  yearly,  one  way  or  other,  five  hundred  thoufand  packs, 
whereby  that  nation  gains  annually  above  eight  million  fterling. — That  not  one-third  • 
our  wool  is  manufaftured  at  home  :  for,  befidc  what  goes  to  France,  tliere  is  not  a  little 
**  run  into  Holland,  Sweden,  and  elfewhere. — That  whenever  we  happen  to  be  at  variance 
•*  with  France,  fo  as  to  prevent  a  correfpondcnce,  the  demand  for  our  woollen  goods  at  fo- 
reign markets  has  then  proved  fudden  and  great. — That  we  have  hands  enough  in  Great 
Britain  to  work  up  all  our  wool  at  home ;  fince  in  England  alone,  by  an  eftimate  of  the 
parifh  rates,  in  the  year  1735,  the  poor  amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand 
perfohs,  of  which  number  three  hundred  thoufand  were  reckoned  helplefs,  through  age, 
&c.  and  orphans ;  but  that  the  remaining  one  million  one  hundred  thoufand  poor,  were 
all,  in  fome  meafure,  fit  for  labour. 

Laftly,  That  the  only  efFeftual  means  to  keep  our  wool  at  home,  would  be,  to  eftablifh 
a  regillry  in  every  parifh  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  ftockin  hand  of  wool,  and  of  the 
daily  increafe  or  decreafc  of  the  faid  ftock,vby  transferring  the  property  from  one  to  another, 
'*  &c." 

Now,  although  all  that  is  therein  aflerted  is  not  abfolutely  to  be  relied  on, — and  that  moft  of 
-the  writers  on  this  very  intercfting  fubjeft  feem  to  have  in  their  computations  more  or  lefs  ex- 
aggerated, or  ovcr-fhot  the  mark  :  fome  either  out  of  zeal,  or  perhaps  of  private  intereft,  and 
others  merely  from  ignorance  and  want  of  abilities  ;  yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a  remedy  for 
fo  pernicious  a  praftice,  as  the  running  of  great  (quantities  of  our  wool  into  foreign  parts,  well 
known  to  be  a  reality,  is  extremely  wanted  ;  and  that,  whether  by  a  regiftry,  as  above-men- 
tioned, or  by  more  ftrift  guard-floops  on  our  coafts,  or  by  both  jointly;  whoever  fhall  be  fa 
happy  as  to  point  out  an  e^eftual  remedy  for  fo  great  an  evil,  will  richly  dcferve  a  high  reward 
from  the  public. 

1697  The  ill-judged  abortive  fcheme  of  a  landr-bank  in  England,  already  defcribed,  with  the  de- 
ficient funds  for  the  annual  fupplies  ; — the  bad  ftate  of  the  filver  coin,  more  efpecially  in  the 
years  1695  and  1696,  and  the  ill-humours  contrafted  thereby,  and  by  difaffisftion  to  the  go- 
vernment, had  brought  the  infant  Bank  of  England  into  much  difficulty  and  diftrefs.  So  that 
their  calh-notes  were  now  at  a  difcount  of  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  .their  credit  being  fo  low 
as  to  be  neceffitated  to  pay  thofe  notes  only  by  ten  per  cent,  once  in  a  fortnight ;  and,  at 
length,  to  pay  only  three  per  cent,  on  thofe  notes  once  in  three  months  ;  occafioned  by  the 
bank's  having  taken  in,  for  the  notes  iffued,  the  clipped  and  otherwife  diminiibcd  filver  mo- 
ney at  the  legal  or  par  value  by  tale,  and  alfo  guineas  at  thirty  (hillings  price,  and  for  which 
receipts  they  iffued  their  notes  payable  on  demand ;  not  having  as  yet  received  out  from  the 
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1697  nviiit  a  fufficicnt  quantity  of  the  fine  new  filvcr  coins^  for  anfwering  the  daily  demands  on 
them  for  their  out-ftanding  notes.  Thefe  diftreflcs  obliged  the  bank  to  make  two  diiFerent 
calls  of  twenty  per  cent,  each,  on  their  members,  in  the  year  1696;  and  to  iflue  bank  fealed 
bills  at  fix  per  cent,  intcreft,  in  exchange  for  bank  cafh  notes  ;  and  to  advertife,  for  the  con- 
venience of  trade,' wh lift  the  filver  was  re  coining,  **  that  fuch  who  think  it  fit  for  their  con- 
«*  vcnienceto  keep  an  account,  in  a  book,  with  the  ba;ik,  may  transfer  any  fum  under  five 
"  pounds,  from  his  oyrn  to  another  man's  account."  Which  was  adopting  the  method  of 
the  bank  of  Amfterdam:  yet  fuch  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  times,  that,  on  the  fixth  of  May, 
1697,  the  bank  advertifes  in  the  Gazette,  for  the  defaulters  of  the  laft  -*'  call  of  twenty  per 
*'  cent,  which  Ihould  have  been  paid  by  the  tenth  of  November,  1696,  and  alfo  thofe  indebted 
"  to  the  bank  upon  mortgages,  pawns,  notes,  bills,  or  other  fccurities ;  to  pay  in  the  faid 
**  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  principal,  and  intereft  of  thofe  fecuiities,  by  the  firft  of  June 
"  next." 

Even  fo  late  as  the  twenty-firft  of  June,   1697,  we  fee  in  a  then  well-known  newfpaper^ 
called  the  Poft-Man,  of  the  twcnty-fecond  of  June,  1697,  the  following  paragraph,  viz. 
"  fiank-notes  were  ycfterday  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  per  cent,  difcount.'* 
All  which  fuificiently  fhew  the  great  difficulties  this  bank  then  had  to  ftruggle  with ;  and 
yet,  in  a  few  months  after,  by  the  re-coinage  being  compleated,  and  by  the  fecond,  or  en* 
graftment  fubfcription  of  the  faid  tallies,  orders,  and  bank-notes,  to  the  amount  of  five  miU' 
lions  one  hundred  and  fixty  t}:)6ufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds  fourteen  (hillings 
and  nine-pence  farthing,  the  credit  of  tl^e  bank  was  quite  reftored,  witli  the  greateft  applaufe 
to  the  contrivers  thereof. 

After  the  Parliament  had  fettled  the  funds  for  the  enfurng  year,  and  had  provided  for  ^b^ 
deficient  funds  for  the  former  and  prefent  year,  they  took  the  diftrefs  of  the  bank  into  their 
deliberate  confideration,  and  finally  determined,  '^  That  the  capital  ftock  of  the  bank  (hould 
"  be  increafed  by  new  fubfcriptions  of  four-fifths  in  Exchequer  tallies  and  orders^  and  one- 
*'  fifth  in  their  own  bank-notes,  with  an  intereft  of  eight  per  cent, — And,  for  fecuring  the 
<^  payment  of  that  intereft,  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  fait;  and  tlie  other  duties  were  ex- 
tended to  a  longer  term,  &c.  in  order  to  make  up  a  general  fund  for  paft  deficiencies,  now 
amounting  to  no  lefs  a  fum  thai]i  five  millions  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  foiir  hundred 
•*  and  fifty-nine  pounds  fourteen  ihillings  and  nine-pence  fartliing,  befide  the  current  fer- 
"  vice  of  the  year  1697.     But,  previous  to  their  taking  in  the  faid  new  fubfcriptions,  their 
*^  old  capital  of  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  ftiould  firft  be  made  up  to  eacli 
•*  member  one  hundred  pounds  per  cent,  and  that  what  remained  of  efFefts  or  intereft  over 
"  and  above,  fhould  be  divided  amongft  their  faid  old  members. — That  the  bank,  after  this 
<*  new  fubfcription,  might  ifiue  an  additional  number  of  notes,  equal  to  the  total  of  this  new 
fubfcription  ;  provided  always,  that  thofe  notes  be  anfwered  on  demand ;  and  that,  in  de-  < 
fault  of  their  fo  doing,  they  Ihould  be  anfwered  from  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  firft  money- 
due  to  the  bank. — That  the  bank  (hall  continue  a  corporation,  till  one  year's  notice,  after 
**  Auguft  the  firft,  in  the  year  1710  :  and  that  none  other  bank  be  allowed  during  their  faid 
**  term. — That  the  bank  fhall  not,  at  any  one  time  whatever,  owe  more  by  bonds,  notes^ 
•*  fealed  bills,  &c.  than  the  total  amount  of  all  their  faid  now  to  be  increafed  capital. — And^ 
*'  laftly,  That  the  faid  increafed  capital  ftock  of  the  bank  (hall  henceforth  be  deemed  a  per- 
"  fonal  eftate," — All  which  points  were  determined  by  an  aft  of  the  eightli  and  ninth  years  of 
King  William,  cap.  xix.  For  making  good  the  deficiencies  of  feveral  funds  therein  meationed^ 
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1697  and  for  enlarging  tke  capital  ftock  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  railing  the  public  credit; 
<:ommonIy  called  the  Engrafting  Aft-  By  which  aft  alfo  it  was  ordained,  "  That,  for  the 
•**  future,  not  above  two  thirds  of  the  preceding  year's  direftors  ihould  be  capable  of  being  re- 
-**  elefted  in  the  next  or  fucceeding  year." 

Dr.  D' Avcnant,  in  liis  Difcourfes  on  the  paMc  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England,  part  1. 
p.  265,  in  the  year  1698,  juftly  remarks,  *'  That  it  would  be  for  the  general  good  of  trade,  if 
•*'  the  Bank  of  England  were  reftrainec!  by  law  from  allowing  intereft  for  running  caih,"  as  was 
the  cafe  at  this  time  :  "  for,  tlie  eafe  of  having  three  or  four  per  cent,  without  trouble  or  hazard, 
^'  mull  be  a  continual  bar  to  induftry." 

King  William's  roiniftry»had  flattered  fheiirfelves,  from  year  to  year^  with  the  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  peace.     Many  of  the  funds,  tlicrefore,  upon  the  credit  of  which  money  had,  in  difTcr- 
cnt  years,  been  granted  by  Parliament,  liad,  by  this  time,  been  found,  or  fufFercd  to  be,  very 
<leficient;  the  Treafury  gentlemen,  -though  otherwife  men  of  abilities,  having,  in  various  in- 
ftances  of  appropriating  tlie  duties,  judged  very  widely  of  the  true  amount  of  thofe  duties  :  as 
particularly  might  be  inftanced  with  refpeft  to  glafs-bottles,  earthen-ware,  tobacco-pipe  clay, 
&c. — The  deficiencies  of  which  funds,  for  anfwering  the  principal  and  intereft  charged  there- 
jon,  were  foon  obferved  by. the  JBonied  men  who  were  creditors  of  the  public,  and  who  alfo 
took  advantage  of  the  remotenefs  off  the  courfes  of  payment  of  the  tallies  arid  orders  charged  on 
fome  other  funds.     This  bad,  iince  the  revolution,  given  rife  to  a  new  trade  of  dealing  in  go- 
vernment or  national  feeurities,  very  miKh  to  tlie  damage  of  the  public,  as  well  as  to  fuch 
proprietors  of  the  funds  as  were  under  tlie  neceffity  of  parting  with  them,  at  the  difcount  of 
from  forty  to  fifty  per  cent.    Concerning  v;hich  melancholy  time,  Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his 
Eflay  upon  Loans,  printed  in  the  year  1710,  juftly  remarks,  **  That  the  government  appeared 
**  like  a  diftreffed  debtor,  who  was  daily  fqueesed  to  death  by  the  exorbitant  grecdinefs  of  the 
*'  lender.     The  citizens  began  to  decline  trade  and  to  turn  ufurers.     Foreign  commerce,  at- 
^*  tended  witli  the  hazards  of  war,  had  infinite  difcourageraent ;  and  people,  in  general,  drew 
^'  home  tlicir  efFe£ls,  to  embrace  the  advantage  of  lending  their  money  to  the  government.*' 
'To  prevent  the  ill  efFefts  of  this  unhappy  trade,  a  law  was  made  in  this  fame  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, cap.  xxxiL  To  reftrain  the  number  and  ill  praftice  of  brokers  and  ftock-jobbcrs  ;  which 
prcmifes,  **  T-hat  fworn-brokers  were  anciently  allowed  in  London,  for  the  making  of  bar- 
•^*  gains  between  merchants  and  traders,  for  merchandize  and  bills  of  exchange : — But,  of 
**  late,  divers  fuch  have  carried  on  moft  unjuft  pradices,  in  felling  and  difcounting  of  tallies, 
'•*  bank-ftock,  bank-bills,  fhares  in  joint-ftocks,  &c.  confederating  thcrafelves  together  to 
raife  or  fall,  from  time  to  time,  the  value  thereof,  as  may  moft  fait  their  own  private  inte- 
reft.    Wherefore,'*  &c.  they  were  now  reftrained  from  afting  without  a  licence  from  the 
lord  mayor  and  court  of  aldermen. — To  take  alfo  an  oath  of  fidelity .—rTo  be  limited  to  one 
hundred  in  number,  whofe  names  fhall  be  written  on  the  Royal  Exchange. — To  incur  a  pe- 
nalty of  two  hundred  pounds  if  they  deal  for  themfelves  in  any  merchandize,  or  in  thofe  tal- 
lies, ftocks,  &c  —To  enter  into  an  obligation  for  their  faithful  adlings;   and,  on  failure,  to 
forfeit  five  hundred  pounds,  &c. 

After  this,  we  hope,  but  fcemingly  digreflive  account  of  the  ill  flate  of  things,  we  (hall  con- 
clude the  before  (in  part  already  recited)  engrafting  aft,  by  obferving,  **  That  the  new  fub- 
>*  fcribcrs  into  the  bank  were  thereby  to  deliver  up  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
^^  Bank  of  England  their  faid  tallies  and  orders,  which  were  to  be  paid  off  in  courfe,"  as  they 
;^^u^Jiiy  w^re  by  annual  dividendsi  in  ^  few  years  after,  and  bank-ftock  was  thereby  reduced 
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1697  to  Its  original  capital.  **  The  capital  ftock  of  the  bank  was  alfo  to  be  exempted  from  any  tax, 
**  No  comraft  for  falc  of  thebank-ftock  was  to  be  valid,  unlefs  rcgiftcred  within  feiren  days 
"  in  the  bank  books,  and  aftually  transferred  within  fourteen  d^ys.^  (Happy  liad  it  been  for 
hundreds  of  good  families,  if  this  £alutary  ciaufe  had  been  exprcfsly  continued  in  all  future 
afts  of  Parliament  for  this  and  all  other  joint- flocks,^  whereby  to  have  prevented  what  fo  mif- 
chievoufly  happened  twenty-three  years  aftec,  viz.  in  the  year  1720  :  but  even,  as  if  by  defign, 
it  was  never  inferted  in  any  future'ftatute,  till  after  the  faid  year  1720.)  **  No  a£t  of  the  cor- 
**  poration^  nor  of  its  court  of  direftors,  nor  fub-committees  thcreaf,  Ihould  fubjeflr  the  par- 
"  ticular  fhare  of  any  member  to  forfeiture  :  which  ftiares,  however,  were  hereby  to  be  fubjeft 
"  to  the  payment  of  all  the  juft  debts  contrafted  by  the  corporation."  (This  reafonable  claufe 
was  afterwards  extended  to^  the  two  other  great  companies.)  "By  this  aft  it  was  made  felony 
^'  to  counterfci?  the  common-feal  of  the  bank  affixed  to  their  fealed  bills,- or  to  alter  or  erafe 
**  any  fum  in;  or  any  indorfement'on  their  fcaled-notes,  figned  by  order  of  the  faid  governor 
•*  and  company,  or  to  forge  or  counterfeit  the  faid  bills  or  notes  — Members  of  this  corpora-- 
**  ration  flntU  not  be  liable  to  bankruptcy-  merely  by  reafon  of  their  bank -ftock ;  which  ftock,- 
**  moreover,  fhall  not  be  liable  to  foreign  attachments," 

This  is  all  that  is  ciTentially  neccflary  to  be  recited  from  this  long  aft  of  Parliament;  fo  ju- 
dicioufty  framed  for  reftoring  public  credit.  Two  great  points  were  thereby  effefted,  viz.  The 
Exchequer  tallies  and  orders  were  refcued  from  tlic  ftock^jobbing  harpies,  by  being  engrafted- 
into  this  company ;  as  were  alio  the  bank-notes,  now  cancelled,  which  had  been  at  twenty 
per  cent,  difcount,.  by  reafon  the  government  had  been  greatly  deficient  in  rheir  payments  to 
tlie'bank :  and  a  good  intereft  was  fecured  for  tli€  proprietors  of  the  incrcafed  capital. 

This  happy  engraftment,  together  withthe  recoining  of  the  diminilhcd  lilver  money,  re- 
dounded  greatly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Montague,  afterwards  Earl  of  Halifax.  For,  it  is  almoft 
incrediWe,  that  in  a-few  months  after  this  provifibn  for  the  national  debt  in  arrear,  the  ftock 
of  the  bank  given  to  the  pFOprietors  of  Exchequer  tallies,  which,  as  already  jtift  quoted,  be- 
fore this  engraftment,  had  been  at  forty  to  fifty  per  cent,  difcount,  fliouWhe  currently  fold  at 
one  hundred  and  twelve  per  cent. — **'This  fecond  bank  fubfcriptian,"  fays  Dr.  D'Avenanrr, 
in  his  laft-quoted  treatife^  "  being  founded  upon  Parliamentary  fecurity,  for  making  good  the 
"  deficient  allies,  was  formed  by  receiving  in  thofe  tallies  at  par,  which  coft  the  fubfcribers 
**  but  fifty-five  to  fix ty  five  per  cent."  (He  means  fiich  as  bought  them  at  fo  large  a  difcount) 
"  By  which  the  greateft  eftates  were  raifed  in  the  leaft  time,  and  the  moft  of  them,  that,  had 
"  becnknown  in  any  age>  or  in  any  part  of  the  world."  I  have  indeed  often  heard  it  faid. 
By  perforK  who  lived  at  this  time,  that  one  fiiigle  fubfcribcr  alone,  namely,  Str  Gilbert  Heath- 
cot,  gained  by  that  rife  of  the  price  above  fixty  thoufand  pounds. 

"  During  the  recoinage  of  our  friver,"  fays  Dr.  D'Avcnant,  in  the'  fecond  p^rt  of  his  Dif- 
courfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England,  p.  161,  "  all  great  dealings  were  tranf- 
"  afted  by  tallies,.  bank-bHls,  and  goldfmiths  notes.  Paper  credit  did  not  only  fupply  the 
**  place  of  running  cafh,  but  greatly  multiplied  the  kingdom's  ftock.  For  tallies  and  bank- 
♦^  bills  did,  to  many  ufes,  fervc  as  well,  and  to  fome  better,  than  goW  and  filver :  and  this  ar- 
"  tificial  wealth,  wlwch  neceffity  bad  introduced,  did  make  us  lefs  feel  thfe  want  of  that  real: 
•*  treafure  which  the  war  and  our  loflcs  at  fea  had  drawn  our  of  tlic  nation."  This  able,  but 
venal  author,  wrote  in  a  very  different  ftrain  towards  the  clofe  of  the  next  reign: 

The  above-named  prudent  meafures  in  England;  proved  the  great  means  of  concluding  in 
September,,  in  the  fame  year,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Eng.land  and  France,  much  wanted 
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^697  by  both  nations.  In  general,  by  article  the  fcventh,  n^oft  places  pofleflcd  by  cither  party  be* 
fore  the  war  broke  out,  were  now  ftipulated  to  remain  to  them.  Some  of  the  forts  in  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  were,  however,  thereby  unhappily  to  be  left  to  France ;  as  alfo  thofe  of  Nova 
Scotia,  in  confequence  of  the  fa!d  feventh  article  of  this  treaty,  which  we  had  taken  from 
France,  iii  the  year  1690 :  alfo  tlmt  part  of  St.  Chriftophcr's  ifle,  which  we  had  taken  from 
France  in  the  {^me  year  16^0,  was  by  virtue  of  this  fcventh  article  reftored  to  France.  King 
William's  then  untoward  affairs  not  permitting  him  at  that-  time  to  infift  too  llrcnuouily  on 
thofe  matters,  more  cfpecially  as  the  principal  preliminary  of  this  treaty  was  Louis's  recogni- 
sing King  William  in  quality  of  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Dutch  reftored  to  France  Pondicherry,  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  fc- 
paratc  treaty  of  commerce  and  marine  was  concluded  between  them  for  twenty  years. — All 
that  is  memorable  therein  being,  that  tlic  Dutch  fubjefts  (hall  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  fran- 
cfeifes,  &c.  in  France,  as  Louis's  own  fubjefts  did,  and  that  they  might  freely  carry  to  Mar- 
feilles,  &c.  the  merchandize  of  the  Levant,  as  well  in  their  own  (hips  as  ip  French  bottonrs, 
without  being  liable  to  the  twenty  per  cent  on  the  Levant  commerce ;  favingonly  in  cafes 
where  the  French  themfelves  were  liable  to  pay  it.  The  Dutch  alfo  might  hereby  import 
pickled  herrings,  without  being  liable  to  re-packing.  France  alfo  hereby  remitted  to  the 
Dutch  the  iifty  fols  per  ton  on  foreign  (hips,  excepting  only  when  Dutch  (hips  carry  French 
goods  coaftv^ife  from  on^port  of  France  to  another. 

To  Sp^in,  France  hereby  yielded  what  (he  had  taken  in  Catalonia;  as  alfo  tlie  city  and  prq- 
-vince  of  Luxemburg;  with  Charleroy,  Atb,  Courtray,  andMons:  referving,  however,  man  v 
burghs  and  villages  within  thofe  dependencies,  under  (light  pretences. 

To  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  France  reftored  Triers  and  Gcrmer(heim  to  the  Eleftors  of 
Triers  and  Palatine :  to  Sweden,  the  dutchy  of  Deuxponts :  to  the  Bi(hop  of  Liege,  Dinant : 
to  the  houfc  of  Wirtemberg,  Mompelgard.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  empire  was  obliged 
to  confirm  for  ever  to  France  her  poflcffion  of  Strafburg,  with  its  territory.  To  the  Emperor, 
however,  France  yielded  up  Friburg  and  tlie  reft  of  the  Brifgaw,  and  Philip(burg.  To  the 
Duke  of  Lorraine,  France  reftored  his  capital,  Nancy ;  but  difmantled  and  dcfencclefs  :  and 
Louis  ftill  retained  Saar  Louis,  and  alfo  the  road  or  way,'  of  half  a  league  in  breadth  through 
Lorraine  to  Alface,  open  to  the  French  troops  and  armies.  If  Louis  had  no  latent  defign  in 
thus  yielding  up  fo  many  important  places  which  he  had  conquered,  men  would  have  faid  he 
zSted  moderately.  But  his  real  view  in  this  feeming  moderation  was,  to  difarm  and  difunite 
the  allies,  that  fo  he  might  the  more  ea(ily  feize  on  the  Spanifli  monarchy  upon  the  death  of 
their  old  and  feeble  King  Charles  IL  now  foon  expefted  ;  though  it  did  not  happen  till  three 
years  later, 

In  this  year  1697,  a  French  fquadron  of  (hips,  commanded  by  Pointis,  took  and  facked  the 
famous  town  and  forts  of  Carthagena,  in  Spani(h  America;  and,  by  his  own  account,  got 
eight  milHons  of  crowns  thereby;  much'  more  had  been  expefted,  but  that  the  people  of 
fa(hion  and  the  religious  of  both  fexes  had  before  retired  far  into  the  country  out  of  his  reach, 
with  one  hundred  and  ten  mules  laden  with  trcafurc.  Pointis,  fenfible  that  he  could  not  hold 
•Carthagena,  *kft  it,  after  demoli(hing  its  forts. 

At  London,  it  was  high  time,  in  this  fame  year  to  put  an  end  to  th^  many  pretended  pri- 
vileged places,  into  which  debtors  conftantly  retired  with  the  money  and  merchandize  of  their 
cxeditors  ;  and,  by  combination  in  thofe  recefles,  fet  all  law  and  juftice  at  defiance ;  no  ofiicers 
daring,  without  tlic  hazard  of  their  lives,  to  arrcft  any  of  thofe  lawlcfs  debtors  within  thofe 

places. 
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1697  places.  Wherefore,  by  a  (latutc  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxvi.  the 
tinder-mentioned  pretended  privileged  places  were  fuppreffed,  .viz.  that  in  the  Minories. — 
Thofe  in  and  near  Fleet- Street,  as  Salilbury-Court,  White-Friars,  Ram- Alley,  and  Mirre- 

p  

Court. — In  Holborn,  Fullwood's-Rents  ;  and  Baldwin's-Gardens  in  Gray's-Inn-Lane. — In 
the  Strand,  the  Savoy.— -In  Southwark,  Montague's-Clofc,  Deadman's-Place,  the  Clink,  and 
the  Mint.  Yet  the  laft-named  place,  the  Mint,  was  fufFered  to  fpring  up  again  in, a  more 
outrageous  manner  tlian  ever,  and  was  not  finally  fuppreflcd  till  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Firft.  It  was  a  fad  fhame  that  fuch  lawlefs  people  Ihould  have  been  fo  long  tolerated  or 
connived  at.'  ' 

Burlington  Bay,  on  the  coaft  of  Yorklhire,  being  a  fafe  bay,  as  well  for  King*s  fhips  as 
merchant  ones  ;  and  the  haven  and  .pier  of  Burlington,  alias  Bridlington,  being  conveniently 
fituated  for  fupplying  of  neceflaries,  as  alfo  for  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  ftorms  or  enemies,  it  Was 
judged  a  national  benefit,  by  a  law  of  the  eighth.and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxviii.  to 
lay  a  duty  of  one  farthing  per  clialdron  on  all  coals  coming  from  Newcaftle  and  its  members 
foutliward,  for  repairing  aftd  building  that  pier,  which  had  been  thrown  down  in  a^ftorm  in 
the  year  1696. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  filk  weavers  of  London  were  extremely  outrageous  and  tumultuous, 
on  pretence  of  the  great  quantities  of  filks  and  callicoes,  and  other  Indian  manufaftures,  im- 
ported by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  worn  by  all  forts  of  people.  They  even  caried  their 
viQlence  fo  far  as  to  attempt  the  feizing  on  the  trcafure  at  the  Eaft  India-houfe ;  and  had  well 
nigh  fucceeded  in  it :  but  were  in  the  end  reduced  to  order.  Yet  much  clamour  was  ftill 
raifed  againft  tliat  company  both  in  pamphlets  and  converfation.  The  company,  in  their  de- 
fence, engaged  the  famous  Dr.  D'Avenant  to  write  a  laboured  and  ingenious  effay  on  the  Eaft 
India  trade^  He  was  anfvvercd  by  Mr.  Polexfen,  an  eminent  merchant,  who,  in  this  year 
1697;  publiflicd  his  able  performance,  entitled,  England  and  Eaft  Ihdia  inconfiflent  in  their 
Manufaftures  ;  which,  withrefpefl:  to  the  real  matter  of  faft,  as  well  as  of  its  popularity,  had 
greatly  the  advantage  over  the  before-named  venal  though,  able  author. 

Notwithftanding  certain  reftitutions  which,  as  before  recited,  France  had  obtained  by  the 
treaty  of  Ryfwich,  yet  her  foreign  trade  feemcd  ftiil  to  languifli.  Holland  reaped  much  more 
benefit  by  her  trade  with  France  than  England  did  or  could.  The  latter  had  been  accuftoraed, 
before  the  war,  to  fend  great  funis  of  money  to  France,  for  wines,  brandies,  paper,  ftufFs,  linen, 
hats,  filks,  and  many  other  things,  over  and  above  the  merchandize  they  carried' thither  from 
England,  fo  that  the  balance  was  always  greatly  in  favour  of  France.  But  the  French  com- 
miflary,  now  fent  over  to  England  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  found 
infurmountable  difficulties  in  his  commifiion  ;  not  only  on  account  of  the  high  duties  laid  by 
England  on  French  goods,  which  duties  had  been  before  appropriated  to  various  ufes ;  but 
.likewife  becaufc  the  Engliih,  during  the  Jate  long  war,  had  learned  to  be  without  the  mer- 
chandize of  France,  by  fupplying  themfelves  moftly  with  iIk;  wines  of  Italy,  Spaiii,  and  Por- 
tugal ;  and  with  the  linens  of  Holland  and  Silefia  :  the  French  refugees  fettled  in  England, 
now  alfo  fupplied  them  with  paper,  ftuiFs,  filks,  and  hats,  made  at  home.  France,  mor^ver, 
cm  the  other  hand,  not  relaxing  as  to  any  of  her  high  impofts  on  Engliih  -manufaftures,  &c. 
which  in  effeft  atnounted  to  a  prohibition  of  thets,  it  was^  not  therefore  poffible  for  France 
and  England  to  conclude  any  tariff  or  treaty  of  commerce  together,  which  could  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  latter ;  and  therefore  none  was  made« 
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Neverthelcft,  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  this  peace,  the  foreign  commerce  of  England  re- 
vived, and  public  credit  was  greatly  mended.  The  Bank  of  England's  bHIs  or  notes  were 
now  got  up  to  par.  The  difcount  on  the  remaining  tallies  was  become  moderate,  and  tlic  ac* 
iions^  or  prices  of  theftocks  of  other  Englifti  companies  werebeconrc  more  protnifing. 

Yet  the  before-mentioned  complaints  againft  tlie  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  proceed- 
ings^ together  with  that  company's  great  lofles  of  fhips  and  rich  cargoes  during  the  war  with 
France,  which  had  prevented  it  from  making  any  dividends  for  feveral  preceding  years,  bad^ 
by  this  time,  occalibned  a  general  diflike  in  the  people  againft  that  company.     This  broke  out  ' 
more  plainly  in  the  fpring  of  1698  ;  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  again  took  the^ate  of  the  ' 
company'strade  into  their  fcrious  confideration,  even  although  it  had,  three  years  before,  ap- 
peared to-  be  fa  delicate  an  affair,  that  it  Bad  been,  by  the  Parliament,  refjerred  tp  the  King" 
and  council,  and  by  the  latter  was  fent  back  to  the  Parliament  again,  who,  after  all,  did  no- 
thing material  in  the  principal  complaints  relating  to  it.     The  company  therefore  thought  it 
nqw  prudent  to  make  fome  very  material  propofals  to  Parliament,  viz.  *•  that^  they  would 
**  advance  fevcn  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  public  ferv ice,  at  four  per  cent,  intereft,  - 
**  provided  the  exclufiye  trade  to  India  might  beiegally  fettled  on  them." 

But  wlvlft  the  Houfe  of  Commons  feemingly  liftened  to  this  propofal,  a  certain  number  of 
merchants,  headed  by- Mr.  Samuel  Shepherd,  and  countenanced  by  Mr.  Montague,  Chan— - 
ccllor  of  the  Exchequer,  propofcd  to  that  houfe  to  advance 'two  millions  of  money  at  eight,  per 
cent,  intereft,  providc^d  they  might  have  the  faid  fole  cxclufive  trade  to  India  fettled  on  them  ;  . 
yet  the  fubfcribers  not  to  be  obliged  to  trade  in  one  joint-ftock,  -unlefs  they  fbould  afterward  • 
deijre  to  be  incorporated ;  in  which  cafe  a'  charter  fhould  be  granted  to  them.     This  laft*named 
propofal  was  beft  rclifhed,  and  therefore  a  bill  was  accordingly- brought  into  Farliaraept. -— 
Againft  this,  the  company's  cou^ifel  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament^  pleaded  their  feveral  cx- 
clufive charters,  "  which,  amongft  other  great  privileges,  ftiled  them  Lords  Proprietors  of  . 
«•  Bombay  and  St.  Helena.     That  the  company  had  adtually  acquiredi  at  riieir  own  fole  ex-  - 
•*  penccj  revenues  at  Fort  St.  George,  Fort  St;  David,  and  Bombay,  as  well  as  in  Peflia  and  . 
**clfewhere,  to  the  amount  of  about  forty-four  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  =, 

•*  cuftoms  and  licences  for  felling  of  vtines ; — fox  fiftiings  ;-^far  farms  of  tobacco  and  beetle ; 

*'  for  quit  rents,  houfe  rents,  and  garden  rents  to  the  natives ; — paflcs  for  country  (hips ; — 
•*  tonnage,  anchorage,  falvagc,  &c.  All  which  are  conflantiy  increasing:  alfo  a  large  extent 
*•  of  land  in  the  refpcftive  places.  ~  That  they  had  alfo  ereftcd  forts  and  fettlements,  and  had  I 

procured  territories  in  the  illand  of  Sumatra,  and  on  the^coaft^of  Malabar,  without  which  - 

thepcpper  trade -muft  have  been  entirely  loft  to  England. *.  Tliat  they  had  alfo  a  ftrong  fort  *: 
**  \n  the  kingdom*  of  Bengal ;  and  alfo  many  faftories,  builfiingj,  and  fettlements  in  divers  : 
**  other  parts  J  ^having,  moreoverj  purchafed?of  the  Indian 'Princes,^  at  high  rates,  many  * 
**. privileges  and  immunities.  All  which  they  were  encouraged  to  do'outof  a  firm  belief  that  : 
**  their  faid  rights  and  inheritances  would,  on  aU  occafions,  be  t)bjefls  of  the  hation'3  care.'*  ' 
This  account  of'the  various  emoluments  of  thit  company,  in  Ipdia;  is  materially  inftrufting;  ; 
as  itis  not  only  nearly  the  fame  as  the  like  ^emoluments  of  the  ptefent  company  in  India;  but  • 
i^  moreover,  explanatory  of  the  nature  of  ihofc  emoluments.  •  **  Tbat-fince  this  bill  was  . 

brought  in,  the  company  agreed  to  fubmit  their  prefcnt  ftock  to- a  valuationof  fifty  pounds  • 

per-cent.  viz.  twenty  per  cent,  for  their  dead  ftock,^'  i.e.  their  forts,  faftories,  lands,  &c.  . 
♦•  and  thirty  per  cent,  for  their  q^uick  flock  ;  which  they  were  content  even  to  warrant  at  that  i 
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1698  **  rate.     And,  upon  thcfc  terms,  tlie  company  likewifc  offered  to  open  Xubfcriptions  far  two 
•*  millions.'* 

To  all  this,  the  counfel  for  the  new  fubfcribcrs  replied,  **  that  the  old  company,?  for  fucU 
we  muft  now  begin  to  call  them,  **  in  reciting  their  charters,  had  forgot  to  mcn^oOithe  pro- 
vifos  therein,  viz.  tliat  the  rcfpeSive  Kings  of  England,  who  granted  them,  referved  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  to  make  them  void  on  three  years  warning.     That  the  King,  folely  by 
his  charter^  could  not  grant  the  trade,  exclufive  of  all  others,  as  being  diredtly  contrary  to 
pofitive  laws.     Neither  had  the  prefent  King>  in  faft,  granted  any  fuch  exclufive  right.— 
That  feveral  recoveries  had  been  made  at  law  againft  the  company,  for  profecuting  fuch 
pretended  right.     That  the  King's  mefiage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1692,  plainly 
fignified,  that  thc»concurrcnce  of  Parliament  was  requifitc  for  making  a  complete  and  ufeful 
•*  fcttlement  of  this  trade."     Here  they  expatiated  on  the  indireft  methods  of  bribery,  &c- 
carried  on  by  the  company's  managers,  in  the  years  1692-3-4-5.     "  That  when  they  men- 
tioned the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1691,  they  omitted  their  other  refo- 
lution,  viz.  that  it  Was  lawful  for  all  perfons  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  un{efs  reftrained 
by  a£l  pf  Parliament. — That  the  patents  for  fome  trades  with  joint-ftocks,  whilft  the  trades 
for  which  they  were  granted  were  in  their  infancy,  have  been  permitted,  for  the  fettling  of 
of  a  trade,  and  until  the  firft  adventurers  had  reaped  fome  reafdnable  compenfation  for  their 
expence  and  rifque :  yet  afterwards,  when  fuch  trades  have  grown  coniiderable,  the  wifdom 
of  the  nation  has  always,  or  generally,  judged  it  fitting  to  open  a  way  for  the  kingdom  to 
receive  a  general  benefit  therefrom."     Yet  the  very  fame  people  who  riow  made  ufe  of  this 
argument  againfl  the  old  company,  were. at  this  very  time  pudding  for  an  exclufive  trade  to 
India,  and  did  actually  afterwards  obtain  it.     **  That  it  never  was  efleemed  a  breach  of  public 
**  faith,  nor  a  derogation  from  the  credit  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  from  the  honour  of  our  Kings^ 
'<  to  have  their  patents  annulled  by  Parliament,  when  it  appeared  that  fuch  grants  were  either 
'*  unprofitable,  or  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  the  fubjed.     Neither  did  any  Kings 
**  think  themfclves  bound  in  honour  or  conference,  to  refufe  palling  an  aA  of  Parliament  for 
the  annulling  of  fuch  grants. — That,  moreover,  Kings  having  often  been  deceived  in  fuch 
grants,  they  have  even  been  frequently  annulled  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law." 
It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  again  further  replied  and  urged,  in  behalf  of  the  old  company, 
that  the  property  of  many  families,  widows,  and  orphans,  was  greatly  afFe£led  by  this  bill; 
which,  moreover,  makes  no  provifion  for  a  determined  ftock  :  infomuch,  that  it  may  here* 
after  happen,  that  the  trade  may  be  loft  to  the  nation  for  want  of  a  fufficient  capital  to  carry 
**  it  on.     It  appearing  by.  thirty  years  experience,  that  it  requires  at  leaft  fix  hundred  .thoufand 
''  pounds  per  annum  to  carry  on  this  trade  to  its  utmoft.     That  even  during  the  three  years« 
**  to  Michaelmas  1701,  the  new  fubfcribers  are,  by  this  bill,  permitted  to  trade  as  well  as  the 
<<  company,  which  is  contrary  to  the  charters,  and  will  create  great  confufion,  and  render  the 
faid  three  years  trade  allowed  the  old  company  of  no  benefit ;  becaufe  they  are  ftill  bounc^  to 
export  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually  in  oiir  own  manufactures,  al- 
••  though  the  new  fubfcribers  are  under  no  fuch  obligation. 

"  The  old  company  are,  moreover,  obliged  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  keep  up  forts,  faftorieSf 
•*  &c.  whilft  the  new  fubfcribers  are  to  have  an  Cqual  benefit  of  the  trade,  without  either.-— 
That  fince  the  laft  new  fubfcription,  in  the  year  1693,  the  company  have  loft,  either  by 
accidents  or  by  the  calamities  of  war,  twelve  great  fliips,  which,  with  their  cargoes,  would  • 
have  fold  here  for  near  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    And  yet,  notwithftand- 

4  L  a  ."  ij* 


4< 


«C 


6^6  AN     HISTORICAL     AND      CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 


A.    D. 


a 


1698  **  ing  fuch  lofles,  they  have  paid  in  cuftoms,  fince  that  period,  two  hundred  and  ninety-fiN'e 
thoufand  pounds,  befide  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds  in  taxes. — That,  oioreovcr^  they  fup- 
plied  the  King  in  Holland,  on  a  prcffing  occafion,  with  fix  thoufand  barrels  of  gunpowder; 
and  had  likewife,  at  a  time  of  great  extremity,  fubfcribed  eighty  thoufand  pounds  for  cir- 
culating exchequer  bills,  at  the  inflances  of  the  Treafury:  And  that,  in  Ihort,  many  hun- 
dred fanpiics  have  their  whole  fortunes  depending  on  the  flock  of  the  prcfent  coifipany, 
"  who  muft  be  utterly  ruined  if  this  bill  take  efFefl:.'^ 

In  the  foregoing  debates  there  are  to  be  found  a  great  ipany  material  articles  relating  to  the 

hiflory  and  conduft  o.fthc  faid  old  Eaft  India  Company,  and  to  the  nature  and  legality  of  cx- 

clufive  charters,  unfupported  by  parliamentary  authority;  we  could  not  therefore  omit,  in 

fome  degree,  enlarging  thereon ;  and-  fhall  only  fubjoiu  what  was,  on  this  occafion,  further 

alleged  againft  the  old  company,  viz.  "  that  the  new  fubfcribcrs  to  that  company's  flock,  in 

"  the  year  1693,  were  deluded  into  it  by  the  charter  then  obtained  by  indireft  means  ; — as  by 

*'  the  hopes  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  to  confirm  it; — and  by  the  oI3  proprietors  having  valued 

their  flock  at  fevcn  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  whereby  they  fhared  three  hundred 

and  feventy-iive  thoufand  pounds  of  the  new  fubfcribers  money  amongfl  themfelvcs  :  and 

as  they  had  warning  fufficient,  by  the  tranfaftions  before  tlie  King  and  council,  nobody 

•'  was  anfvverable  for  their  lofs  but  themfelves." 

Thefe  and  fimilar  rcafons  weighing,  or  feeming  to  weigh,  with  the  Parliament ;  and  fome 
of  the  leaders  of  the  old  company  being  moreover  faid  to  have  been  fufpefted  of  difafFeftion  to 
the  Hate:  or,  perhaps,  principally,  becaufe  the  new  fubfcribers  were  the  favourites  of  the 
miniflry,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  in  this  ninth  and  tenth  of  King  William,  cap.  xliv.  for 
raifing  afum  not  exceeding  two  millions,  upon  a  fund  for  payment  of  annuities  after  the  rate 
of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  for  fettling  the  trade  to  the  Eafl  Indies.     The  fubflance 
whereof,  as  far  as  relates  to  this  fubjeft,  is,  '^  that  the  King  might  appoint  commiffioners  for 
taking  fubfcriptions  from  any  pcrfons  or  corporations,  (the  Bank  of  England  excepted)  for 
raifing  of  the  faid  two  millions,  from  and  after  Michaelmas  1698,  the  entire  interefl  being 
**  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  duty  on  fait,  and  on 
•'  certain  additional  duties  on  flamped  parchment  and  paper.     The  faid  new  fubfcribers  to  be 
*'  called,  The  general  Society  of  Traders  to  the  Eafl  Indies.     Hereby  they  were  impowercd 
to  trade  either  direftly  themfelves,  or  to  licence  others  in  tlieir  flead  ;  but  fo^  as  not  to  trade 
annually  for  more  than  the  amount  of  their  refpeftive  fbares  or  flock.     Yet  the  King 
**  might,  by  his  charter,  incorporate  the  fubfcribcrs  into  one  body-politic,"  (this  was  the  in- 
tent from  the  firfl)  "  with  perpetual  fucccflion,  &c.  smd  the  ufual  powers ; — till  when  the  fub- 
•'  fcribcrs  were  to  eleft  out  of  their  body  twenty-four  truflecs.     Corporations  having  fhares 
"  herein  might  trade  in  proportion  to  their  fhares."     This  feems  plainly  defigncd  to  favour 
what  prefently  after  fell  out  in  behalf  of  the  old  company.     "  Neither  this  general  fociety^ 
**  nor  any  company  that  may  be  eflablifhed  in  purfuance  of  this  aft,  fhall  borrow  or  give  fe- 
**  curity  for  any  fum  on  the  credit  of  the  funds  by  this  aft  granted.     Neither  fhall  they 
•'  borrow,  owe,  or  give  fecujity  for  ariy  other  or  greater  fums  than  fhall  be  employed  in  their 
"  trade,  and  which  likewife  fhall  be  borrowed  only  on  their  common  feal,  and  not  repayable 
**  in  lefs  than  fix  months.     Neither,  fhall  they  difcount  any  bills  of  exchange,  or  other  bills- 
**  or  notes,  nor  keep  books  or  cafh  for  any  perfons  whatever,  otlier  than  their  own  corpora- 
"  tion."     Thefe  latt  claufes  were  inferted  for  the  fecurity  of  the  privileges  of  the  Bank  of 
England.     **  Five  per  cent,  ad  valoremi  additional  duty  from  Michaelmas  1698,  is  liereby 
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1698  ^*  laid  on  all  India  goods  imported,*  to  be  paid  to  tlie  general  fociety,  or  to  fach  company  or 
comp?.nies  as  may  be  erefted,  for  the  maintaining  of  ambaffadors,  and  other  extraordinary 
expences  ;  the  overplus  whereof  to  be  difpofcd  of  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  members.     Upon 
three  years  notice,  after  Michaelmas  17 1 1,  and  repayment  by  Parliament  of  the  faid  two 
millions,    then  all  the  duties,  privileges,  &c.    fhall  ceafe."      (Extei-wled  by  the  fixth  .of 
Queen  Anne,  cap.  xvii.  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1726,  and  three  years  notice. — 
Provided,  however,  that  the  prefent  Eafl  India  Company  m?iy  alfo  trade  to  India  until 
Michaehnas  1701.     The  feparatc  traders,  called  formerly  Interlopers,  already  gone  .out, 
may  fafely  return.     All  future  fales  of  India  goods  fhall  be  made  openly  by  inch  of  candle,, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  half  to  the  Kin^  and  half  to  the  informer."     This  laft  claufe  was  for 
obviating  of  complaints  formerly  made  of  clandeftine  fales,  by  the  copnnivance  and  for  the 
benefit  of  direftors,  &C.     **  The  prelent  company  fliall  pay  their  juft  debts. — No  fociety,  to 
*•  be  erefted  in  purfuancc  of  this  aft,  fliall  owe,  at  any  one  time,  more  than  the  value  of 
"  their  capital  ftqck  undivided  :    and,  if  by  any  dividends,  their  debts  at  any  time  fliall 
**  exceed  the  amount  of  their  capital  ftock,  the  refpeftive  members  fliall  be  liable  for  the 
fame,  fo  far  as  the  fliares  they  received  upon  fuch  dividends  fliall  extend ;  bciide  cofts  of 
fuit.'*       ' 

On  occaCon  of  this  contention  between  the  two  companies,  it  \fzs  alleged  by  many  at  this 
time,  againft  any  exclufive  trade,  **  that  the  clofer  and  more  open  it  is  driven,  it  will  bring 
more  profit  to  the  nation,  and  lefs  difturb  our  own  manufaftures.  That  it  is  better  for  the 
kingdom,  for  inftance,  that  three  hundred  pounds  be  employed  at  ten  per  cent,  profit.,  than 
that  one  hundred  pounds  be  employed  at  twenty  pounds  profit.-^^That  wonderful  things 
are  faid  of  the  gains  of  trade  in  Sir  Thomas  Grefliam's  time;  when  for  every  hundred 
pounds  employed  in  trade,  it  was  returned  again,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  two  or 
.three  hundred  pounds  more  of  profit,  divided  between  the  cuftoms  of  the  crown  and 
the  merchants ;  though  at  this  time,  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  is  all  that  is  fo  di- 
vided ;  but  then  for  every  one  hundred  pounds  then  employed,  there  is  probably  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  now  employed  in  commerce  :  and  confequently,  for  every  one  hundred  pounds 
fo  gained  in  thofe  times,  there  is  at  leaft  one  thoufand  pounds  gained  in  our  days. — Thus, 
when  the  African  or  Guinea  trade  was  laid  open,  on  paying  ten  pounds  per  cent,  to  the 
company,  if,  from  that  time,  ten  ihips  were  employed  In  it. for  every  one  tliat  had 
been   employed   by  that  company ;    if,  in  the  open    trade,  thefe  ten  fliips  on  one  thou- 

*  fand  pounds   could   divide   thirty  pounds  per  cent,    or  three  hundred  pounds,    between 

*  themfelvcs  and  the  cuftoms  ;  and  the  company's  one  fliip  before  divided  one  hundred  pounds- 

*  between  them  and  the  cuftoms ;  yet  the  ten  fhips  are  much  more  beneficial  to  the  nation^ 
becaufe  they  employ  ten  times  as  many  perfons,  and  carry  out  ten  times  as  many  manufac- 

*  tures  as  the  company's  one  fliip  did."     This  is  a  very  important,  and,  confequently,  a  very 
ufeful  remark  for  the  confideration'  of  legiflators. 

After  fo  long,  4ind  fuch  an  expenfive  war,' which  was  now  but  juft  etided  ;  wherein,  alfo,, 
there  had  been  very  great  lofl^es,  by  captures  of  fo  many  of  our  rich  merchant  fliips,  it  gave 
foreign  nations  a  high  idea  of  the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  England,  to  fee  two  millions^  fter- 
ling  money,  fubfcribed  for  in  three  days  time:  and  had  the  books  been  kept  open  longer,, 
there  were  perfons  ready  to  have  fubfcribed  as  much  more;  for  although,  fince  that  time,, 
higher  proofs  haVe  appeared  of  the  great  riches  of  the  nation,  becaufe  our  wealth  is  very  vifi- 
hly  and  much  increafed  fince  that  time  ;  yet  till  then  there  liad  nevec  been  fo  illuftribus,an  in- 

flajnce 
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1698  ftancc  of  England's  opulence. — This,  however,  was  undoubtedly  owing,  in.  a  great  meafarc, 

to  the  legal  cftablifhment  of  our  free  conftitutfon,  by  the  acceflion  of  King  William  and  Queca 

*         Mary  to  the  throne  ;  by  which  a  firm  confidence  in  the  public  faith  was  eftablifhed  on  a  foHd 

.  bafis.  •  For,  until  this  moft  happy  and  folid  fettlement  of^ur  conftitution,  whereby  the  precifc 

limits  of^  the  royal  prerogative,  as  well  as  of  the  fubjefts  rights,  were  afccrtained,  and  abfo* 

.Jutcly  eftablilhed  by  the  ever-memorable  law,  named  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  in  the  year 

.1689,  the  crown,  in  fpite  of  the  old  Magna  Charta,  and  thb  law  in  King  James  tlie  Firft's 

reign,  agaiuft  monopolies,,  in  1624,  &c.  conftantly  pretended  to  the  right  of  granting  exclu- 

five  privileges  and  charters ;  though,  neverthelcfs, :  frequently  and  flrenuoufly  oppofed,  and 

.  fomctimes  fucccfsfully,  by  Upright  judges  and  juries.     Yet,  till  this  glorious  epocha  of  liberty 

^    the  Eaft  India,'  Africa,  and  Hudfon's  Bay  Companies,  with  joint-docks,  as  well  as  the  Re- 

•^ulated  Companies,  as  tlley  are  ufually  called,  trading  without  one  joint  or  common  ftock, 

viz.  the  Merchant-Adventurers,  Turkey,  and  Eaflland  Companies  5  though  none  of  them 

were  legally  eftabliflicd  by  aft  of  Parliament,  fas  the  Ruffia  Company  was,  by  the  eighth  of 

-Queen  EliAibeth)  all  of  them,  ncvcrthelefs,  prefumcd  fo  far  upon  their  royal  charters,  as  to 

give  great  difturbance  to,  and  often  totally  to  obftruft  the  feparate  and  indcpendant  traders, 

whom  they  thought  fit  to  fVigmatize  with  the  opprobious  appellation  of  Interlopers.     This, 

'  therefore  was,  properly,  the  firft  legally  exclufive  mercantile  company  of  England  with  a 

joint-ftock.     Neceflity,  however,  was  the  principal  inducement  for  the  government's  cncour- 

,  aging  the  paffing  of  tKis  law,  eight  per  cent,  being,  in  thofe  times  of  difficulty,  reckoned  but 

a  moderate  intercft ;  tallies,  &c.  being  Hill  at  a  confiderable  difcount,  though  they  foon  after 

^  got  up  to  par. 

This  law,  then,  having  impowered  the  King  to  incorporate  all  the  fubfcribers  into  one  ex- 
clufive community,  named.  The  General  Society  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  their  chart<:r 
was  dated  on  the  third  of  September  1698  ;  and  two  days  after,  viz.  on  the  fifth  of  that  month, 
he  incorporated  them  as  one  joint-ftock  exclufive  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  by  the  name 
of.  The  Englifh  Company  tradirtg  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  **  with  the  cuftomary  privileges  of 
having  a  common  feal, — of  making  by-laws, — of  fuing  and  being  fued, — of  purchafing  ati. 
undetermined  quantity  of  lands,  &c."    And  with  this  remarkable  claufc,  which  proved  the 
means  of  afterward  uniting  the  old  and  new  F^ft  India  Companies,  viz.  **  That  all  corpora- 
*'  tions  and  pcrfons  who  Ihall  derive  any  right  or  title  from  any  of  the  faid  fubfcribers,  or 
^*  their  fucceflbrs,  (hall  be  efteemcd  members  of  this  new  company,  and  (hall  be  received  and 
*•  admitted  as  fuch  gratis. — That  this  company  might  augment  their  capital  ftock. — Thattdem- 
•*  bers,  at  t\ieir  admiflSon,  Ihould  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  ftock-company,  and  fhould 
not  trade  to  India  on  their  private  account* — Five  hundred  pounds  to  entitle  them  to  one 
vote  in  general  courts,  and  none  to  have  more  than  one  vote. — That  this  new  company 
might  eftablilh  the  fame  courts  of  judicature  as  th  eold  company  had  power  to  do,  by  King 
James  the  Second's  charter. — Should  maintain  a  minifter  and  fchool-maftcr  at  St.  Helena 
and  in  every  fort  and  fuperior  fadkory  ;  as  alfo  a  chaplain  in  every  fhip  of  five  hundred  tons 
and  upwards.— That  one-tenth  part  of  their  whole  annual  exports  to  India  Ihail  be  in  Eng-* 
lifh  produft  and  manufaftures." — The  reft  is  immaterial,  or  what  is  already  mentioned  in 
the  above-named  z&,  of  Parliament. 

No  fooner  was  this  new  company  ereAed,  than  great  and  obvious  difficulties  and  objeQions 
^were  ftarted,  againft  their  proceeding  to  trade  during  the  old  company's  remaining  three  years, 
UPtho  were  in  poflcfiion  of  tlie  forts,  and'of  the  privileges  granted  in  India  by  the  Moguls,  &c. 

And 
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i6$8  And  even  although  the  new  company  fhould  wait  till   Michaelmas  1701,  when  they  would 
then  have  the  exclufive  trade ;  the  old  one  was,  neverthclefs,  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  their' 
forts,  fettlements,  faftories,  &c.  at  their  own  price  ;  as  not  being  reftrained.  by  tlie  aft  of 
Parliament  from  felling  them  even  to  foreigners.     (A  moft  unaccountable  miftakc,  if  not  fj 
dcfigncd.) — Nor  were  they,  by  this  aft,  abfolutely  dillblved  at  the  faid  three  jears  end,  feeing 
their  eftate  is  thereby  made,  liable  to  pay  all  their  debts,  which  could  not  be  cffcfted  within  the 
limits  of  the  faid  three  years. — Moreover,  the  faid  old  company  had  artfully  fubfcrihcd  three 
htindfed  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  into  the  new  ftock,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  JoTin  Dubois, 
their  treafurer,  whereby  they  were  poffeffed  of  above  one-feventh  part  of  the  whole  newcapi- 
tal  of  two  millions.     To  confirm  which  pofleflion,  they  obtained  an  aft  of  the  next  feflion  of 
Parliament,  of  the  eleventh  of  King  William,  importing,  **  that,  in  confideration  of  the  old  ^ 
"  company's  having  direfted  Mr.  Dubois  to  fubfcribe  the  fanie  fura  in  truft  for  them,  the 
*•  faid  old  company  fliould  continue  a  corporation;  fubjeft,   neverthelefs,  to  be  determined 
**"  upon  redemption  of  the  fund*  aforefaid  :"  which,  being  deemed  a  private  aft,  is  not  printed 
in  the  ilatute  book.     It  is  entitled,  An  Aft  for  continuing  the  old  Company,  called  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  theEaft  Indies,  a  Corporation  till  ■< 
the  Redemption  of  the  faid  two  Millions.  • 

m 

In  all  this  very  materiat  affair,  there  certainly  was  a  fttange  jumble  of  inconfiftencics,  con-  - 
tradiftions,  and  difficulties,  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  conduft  of  men  of  judgment, 
unJefs  they  were  purpofely  fo  intended,  for  the  fervice  of  the*  old  company.     For  it  occafioned 
a- world  of  trouble  afterwards  to  the  new  company,  as  will  be  feen,  as  far  as'is  needful,  in  the  * 
next  century.     And,  indeed,  the  miniftry  were  feverely  handled  in  feveral  virulent  pamphlets 
of  that  time.     As; 

Firft,  **  That  three  years  before  orrc  company  could  be  diflTofved,  anew  company  fhould  be  * 
**  eftabliflied,  with  power  to  commence  an  immediate  trade  where  they  had  na  juft  right  till  « 
**  three  years  after.^ 

Secondly,  "  To  fufFer  the  old  company  to  fubfcrlbfe  fo  eonfiderable  a  part  of  the  new  capi-^ 
**  tal,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  trade  feparately  from  tlic  new  one ;  which  was,  in  efFeft, 
M  the  eftabliftiing  of  two  rival  companies  at  once,- befidc  the  feparate  traders,  who   ftill  we're 
**^  continued  to  aft  by  themfblves.  - 

Thirdly,  **^  After  the  old  company  Vthrce  years  fhould  be  expired,  of  what  ufe  could  their  , 
•*' forts,  faftories,  lands,  biiHdihgs,  &c.  be  to  them  ?'* 

Theie,  and  other  difficulties  and  abfurditics  might  be  enlarged  on,  were  it  tieceflary,  after  , 
dwelling  fo  long- on  this  matter  already.  A  coalition,  therefore,  of  thofe  two  companies  Teem- 
ed to  be  thconly  efFeftualexpedicnt."^  Foj  fuch  was,  at  this  time,  the  force  of  party,  in  a 
matter  which,' one  would:  think,  fhould  be  of  no  party,  that  thofe  twa  companies  had' divided 
almoflthe  whole  kingdom  into  the  two  oppofite  parties,  of  the  old  and  new  companies  :  the 
farmer  generally  favoured  by  that  then  called  the  tory  party,  and  the  new  one  by  what  • 
was  called  tlie  whig  party.  And  in  this  condition  we  will  leave  them  for  a  fhort  time,  for 
the  fake  of  the  chronological  thread  of  our  hiftory. 

It  was  aboutj  or  near  this  time,  that  King  Lewis  the  t'ourteenth  of  France  made  his  great •  ' 
eft  efforts  for  a  fea  dominion,  or  a  fuperior  naval  ilrienglh  :  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  tliat  he 
I  took  very  wife  meafures  for  that  end.     For,  . 

Firfl,  Heerefted  academies  for  mathematical  fludics,  and  for  making  expert  engineers^ 
bambacdierS)  fhip*builders,  ^iid  navigators.  1 

Secondly, 
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1698  Secondly,  He  divided  all  his  fea  cdafts  into  certain  departments,  over  which  he  placed  proper 
intendants,  who  kept  exaft  lifts  of  all  fea-faring  people,  obliging  them,  by  turns,  to  ferve  in 
the  royal  navy  for  a  certain  fixed  term  of  years.  By  fueh  meafures,  he  appeared  quickly  oil 
the  ocean,  with  a  formidable  navy,  whereby,  for  a  while,  he  bid  defiance  to  both  tlie  ancient 
maritime  powers.  Yet,  in  the  end,  he  was  efFeftually  convinced,  that  they  had  ftill  an  ad- 
vantage over  him  on  the  watery  element,  after  he  had  contrafted  an  imraenfe  debt  on  that 
fcore :  and  that  as  all  monarchies  as  well  as  individuals,  have  certain  limits  in  point  of  power 
and  expence,  he  muft  either  quit  his  new  projeft,  of  giving  law  on  the  ocean,  or  elfe  abandon 
his  grand  projcAs  of  conquefts  at  land  by  his  vaft  land  armies.  The  latter  he  could  not  think 
of  giving  up,  and  therefore  he  was  forced  to  drop  the  former.  So  that  towards  the  clofe  of 
his  reign,  his  navy  was  permitted  to  decline  very  much  :  yet  his  fucceflbr  has  fince  attempted 
both  again,  with  as  little  or  lefs  reafon,  and  even  with  much  lefs  fuccef?,  all  things  duly  con- 
fidered. 

In  this  fame  year,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  erefted  a  new  exclufive  company,  for  fifty  years, 
named.  The  Royal  Company  of  St.  Domingo,  not  only  for  the  greatjfle  of  Hifpaniola,  (the 
well  end  of  which  he  had  feized  on  and  planted,  tliough  never  as  yet  yielded  to  him  by  Spain, 
in  any  treaty)  but  for  all  the  other  Weft  India  iflands  to  which  he  laid  claim.  This  grant  was 
confirmed  in  17 16. 

In  this  fame  ninth  and  tenth  of  King  William,  the  Luftring  Company  obtained  an  aft  of 
Parliament,  cap.  xliii.  wherein  the  preamble. fets  forth,  *'  That  the  faid  company  have  with 
"  great  labour  and  charge  brought  that  manufafture  to  perfeftion  :  but  that,  by  reafpn  of  the 
"  fraudulent  importation  of  foreign  alamodes  and  luftrings,  the  company  have  not  enjoyed 
*•  the  benefit  intended  them. by  the  royal  charter ;  but  have  wafted  their  time  and  ftock  in  con- 
-  **  tending  with  many  difficulties  and  obftruftions  which  they  have  fince  met  with. — And,  it 
**  now  appearing,  that  the  faid  manufafture  cannot  be  fo  well  condufted  and  fecured  to  Eng- 
land, by  any  other  means,  than  by  the  eftablifliing  of  an  exclufive  company  for  the  fame: — 

it  was  therefore  now  enaftcd, 

Firft,  **  That  the  faid  company  be  a  perpetual  corporation,  with  tlic  ufual  powers,  &c.  of 

a  body-politic,  as  in  their  charter. 

Secondly,  **  That  they  fliall  enjoy  the  fole  ufe,  cxercife,  and  benefit  of  making,  drcffing, 
**  and  luftrating  of  plain  black  alamodes,  renforcez,  and  luftrings,  in  England  and  Wales, 
**  for  fourteen  years  to  come."  All  which,  however,  could  not  fupport  even  this  monopoly, 
when  the  ftiihion  changed ;  new  fabrications  driving  out  the  former  general  wear  of  thofe 
otherwife  pretty  and  glofly  filks.  So  that  the  company  had  run  out  their  ftock,  and  was  quite 
broke  up,  even  before  the  expiration  of  their  faid  exclufive  term  ;  which,  therefore,  was  not 
renewed.' 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's' charter  of  privileges  was  renewed  by 
the  States  General  for  forty  years  to  come ;  which  thereby  gave  that  company  great  encourage* 
ment  and  weight  for  carrying  on  their  future  commerce  to  India. 

The  feparate  traders  of  England  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  other  parts  of  the  weft  coaft  of 
Africa,  called  Interlopers  by  the  Royal  African  Company,  having  a  fuperior  advantage  over 
that  company,  by  being  at  no  part  of  the  expencc  of  forts,  governors,  fa£^ors^  and  otlicr  fer- 
vants,  on  that  coaft,  had,  by  this  time,  fo  far  worn  that  company  out  of  the  negroe  trade, 
that  they  were  rendered  unable  any  longer  to  fupport  the  faid  forts,  &c.  without  the  aid  of 
the  legiflaturc.  An  aft  of  Parliament,  tliereforc,  of  this  ninth  and  tenth  of  King  William, 
3  cap. 
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1698  cap.  xxvj.  To  fettle  the  trade  to  Africa,  was  pafled  in  their  behalf;  the  preamble  whereof  fets 
forth,  *\That  as  thofe  forts  and  caftles,  which  are  undoubtedly  neceflary  for  the  protection 
*^  of  that  trade,  have  hitherto  been  maintained  at  tiie  fole  expence  of  this  company ;  it  is  moft 
*^  reafonable  that  all  who  trade  to  that  coaft,  fliould  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  them.— - 
"  Wherefore  it  was  enafted,  '    ^ 

**  Firft,  That,  for  the  better  enabling  the  company  to  fupport  and  maintain  the  faid  forts 
•'  and  fadtories,  all  the  King's  fubje£ls,  as  well  of  England  as  America,  trading  to  the  coaft 
**  of  Africa,  from  or  between  Cape  Mount  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  well  as  the  faid 
^*  company,  fhall  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  for  all  tlie  goods  and  merchandize  which  they 
"  fhall  export  to  that  coaft,  either  from  England  or  from  America. 

**  Secondly,  They  fliall  pay  alike  ten  per  cent,  outward,  and  alfo  ten  per  cent.  Homcssrard, 
**  on  all  goods  (hipped  from  or  to  England  or  America,  to  and*from  any  part  of  that  coaft,  be- 
**  tween  Cape  Blanco  and  Cape  Mount,  negroes  excepted :  red-wood  only  to  pay  five  per 
•*  cent.  '  . 

"  Thirdly,  Gold  and  filver  brought  from  any  part  or  that  coaft  Ijiall  pay  no  duty  at  all,  but 
may  be  freely  landed  without  entry. 

•*  Fourthly,  Separate  traders,'*  now  no  longer  to  be  called  interlopers,  "  to  enjoy  equal 
protedlion  and  affiftance  at  thofe  forts  with  the  company's  own  fliips  and  people  ;  and  they 
might  cven^  at  their  bwn  coft,  fettle  fadories,  and  do  all  other  matters  there  which  the 
company  might  do." 

Thus,  a  trade,  which  had  before  been  virtually  open,  was  now  legally  made  fo;  and,  at  that 
time,  in  every  one's  judgment,  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  more  efpecially  with  rela- 
tion to  the  commerce  to  our  fugar  colonies :  for  it  was  confeffed  by  all,  that  the  feparate  tra- 
ders had  confidcrably  reduced  the  price  of  negroes  to  our  fugar  planters  :  and,  confequently, 
had  fo  far  the  better  enabled  them  to  underfell  our  rivals.  Yet  we  Ihall  hereafter  fee,  that  the 
provifion  made  by  this  law,  which  was  to  endure  for  thirteen  years,  could  not  effeftually  fup- 
port the  Royal  African  Company,  who  had  the  management  of  this  duty,  which,  in  the  end, 
was  abfolutely  reduced  to  nothing. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  company  proceeded  to  trade  on  their  own  bottom,  by  borrowing 
money  by  their  fcaled  bonds ;  and  made  calls  on  their  members  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  by  way  of  additional  ftock,  in  hopes  to  find  the  Pariiament  fooner 
or  later  inclinable  to  grant  them  an  exclufive  trade :  for  which  end,  they  petitioned  Queen 
Anne,  in  the  year  1707,  though  without  effefl:. 

London,  at  this  time,  abounded  with  many  new  projeds  and  fchemes,  promifing  moun« 
tains  of  gold:  there  were  alfo  feveral  rational  newprojefts  introduced,  chiefly  by  the  French 
Proteftant  Refugee^ ;  the  chief  of  thefe  projectors  was  one  Dupin,*  who  was  inftrumental  in 
advancing  the  raanufa£lures  of  fine  linen,  thread,  tapes,  lace,  &c.  and  of  fine  white  writing 
paper.  He  pretended,  that  the  court  of  France  was  fo  much  alarmed  at  his  firft  fetting  on 
foot  the  paper  manufaAure,  that  Barillon,  tl>e  then  French  ambaflador  at  London,  obftrucled 
it  to  his  utmoft,  and  enticed  the  chief  of  our  workmen  into  France,  from  the  paper-mills  in 
England.  But  with  refpedk  to  the  linen  manufafture,  more  efpecially  in  the  ^fouth  parts  of  Eng- 
land,  it  is  probable  it  never  will  prove  very  fuccefsful;  neither,  perhaps,  is  it  for  England's 
benefit  that  it  ihould  fucceed  there,  fince  it  might  not  a  little  interfere  with  our  ancient  and 
noble  woollen  manufactures,  and  alfo  with  the  filk  and  fteel  ones,  by  diverting  our  workmen 
therefrom ;  fince,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  the  fowing  of  much  flax  in  England,  and  the  ne- 
Vol.  IL  4  M  ,  glcfiing 
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^698  gleftmg  of  the  woollca  manufefturc^  whicb  would  inevitably  follow^  mfght  probably  lower 
the  price  of  land?.— As,  obfcrvers  fay^  it  requires^  about  twenty  acres  of  land  to  breed  woal^ 
for  fctting  Off.  work  the  &a)e  niutiber  oF  hands  which  one  acre  of  flax  would  employ  :  and  yet^ 
in  the  end,  the  wooUen  raanufaftucc  will  be  fimnd  to  employ  by  far  the  grcateft  number  of 
hands;  and  yield  the  moft  profit  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  manufiifturers. — That  even  in 
the  linen  manu&£tuTes  of  Holland,  tlie  Dutch  have  only  tl^  eafieft  and  moft  profitable  part 
thereof^  viz.  the  weaving  and  whitening:  of  it :  for  it  is  faid,  that  moft  of  the  thread  thereof  is . 
Ipun  in  Germany,  Pruflia,  &c.  where  the  peaple  being  poor,  can-fpinrchcapev  than  the  people 
of  England,  or  Holland  can  do*     But  in  countries  where  labour  and  lands  are  cheap,  as  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  the  linen  manufaAure  has  been  experienced  to  be  profitable  to  the  commu« 
iiity.     The  further  planting  of  the  new  colonies  ii>  America,  with  liTnilar  projefts  at  hornc^- 
as  infurance-offices,  faltpetre- works j  coppciv-mines,  tlic  penny-poft  projeft,  and  many  mo re^- 
,    were  now  much  in  voguc.^— "  Sohave  I  fcen/'  fays  the  author  of  An  Eflay  on  Projefts,  prin- 
ted in  the  preceding  year,  "  Ihares  of  joint- ftbcks,  and  other  undertakings,  blown  up,  by  the 
**  air  of  great  words,  and  tlic  name  of  feme  man  of  credit  concerned,  to  perhaps  one  Imndred' 
*•  pounds  for  one  five  hundredth  part  or  fhare,  and  yet  at  laft  dwindle  to  nothing." 

Writers- about  this  time  complain  heavily,  **  That  the  Royal  Exchange  of  Eondon  was 
**•  crouded  withprojefts,  wagers,  fairy-companies  of  new  manufafluresand  inventions,  ftack- 
*^  jobbers,  &c.  So  that  vsery  foon*aftcr  this  time,  the  tranfe&ing  of  this  aify  trade  of  job- 
•*  bing,^.  was  juftly  removed  fromofFthe  Royal  Exchange  into  the  place  called  Exchange  Al- 
*^  ley,  and  fince  into  a^^ building  erected  on  purpofis^  and  called  the.  Stock  Exchange,  where  it 
**  is  now  carried  on." 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Englifti  HoBfc  of  Peers  addreflSd  King'Willramv  irt  order  to  his  dif- 
couraging  the  woollen  manufa&'ures  of  Ireland,  the  increafe  of  which  had  given  umbrage  to  - 
flic  people  of  England*:  and  that  his  Mnjefty  would,  on'  the  contrary^  encourage  the  linen 
manufa£ture  of  the  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  puFfuaiit  to  an- aA^  of  Parliament,  in  the  year 
1696,  already  meAtioDed  :  which  manui^Aure  has  fince  been  broiight'  to  great  perfedion  in 
that  kingdom*  The  Englifli  Houfe  of  Commons  likewife  addrefled  the  King,  to  induce  the ' 
pe^ie  of  Ireland  to  cultivate  the  joint  intereft  of  both  kingdoms:  and  that,  as  Ireland  is  de- 
pendent on,  and  protefted  by  Englatid  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  tliey  have,  they  would  be  coft- 
tcnt  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  Hnenmanufaaure  j  whereby  they  would  enrich  themfelves^ 
and'  be  beneficial  to  England  at  the  fame^  time  :  both;wliiich  poinls  have,  fince  been  fuccefsfully 
cfFefted. 

In  this.yearj  the  French  sfirff  Began  a  lettlement  at  the  motrth  of  the  river  Miflifippi,  in  the* 
Spanifh  province  of  Florida,  fince  grown  up  to  be  a  confiderable  French  colony.  Their  prin- 
cipal intention  herein,  as  has  fince  plainly  appeared,  being  to  open  a  communication  from 
thence  to  their  colony  of  Canada,  thereby  to  hem  in  thcEnglifh  colonies,  fo  as  to  cngrofs  the 
whole  Indian  trade  to  themfelves; 

Before  we  leave  this  year,  it  may  notbe  amifs^to^take  notice  of  what  Dr.  D'Avenanr  has 
remarked  concerning  the  injcreafe  of  the  people  of  England,  in  the  fecond  part  of  his  Dif- 
courfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England^  publifhed  in  this  year,  p.  196,  oftavo ; 
viz.  ''  That  there  are  almoft  undeniable  reafons  to  be  drawn  from  political  arithmetic,  that, 
*^  fince  the  year  160Q,  we  are  increafed  in  number  of  inhabitants  about  nine  hundred  thou- 
•<  fand  :  wliich  could  not  be^  if  the  plantations  were  fuch  a  drain  of  tiic  people  as  is  injurious 
*'  to  tiie  commoawcalth.'*' 

We 
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469^  We  caftinot  forget  two  good  ftatutes,  for  the  benefit  of  inland  commerce,  made  in  the  ninth 
,ind  tenth  years  of  King  William,  cap.  xv.  viz.  For  determining  differences  by  arbitration. — 
W  hereby  "  merchaijts,  trader«>  and  others,  defiring  to  end  any  controverfy  by  arbitration,  for 
**  which  tliere  is  no  other  remedy  bat  by  perfonal  aftion  or  fuit  in  equity,  may  agree  their  fub- 
"  miffioH  of  their  fuit  to  the  award  of  any  perfon  or  perfons,  which  Ihonld  be  made  a  rule  of 
**  any  court  of  record.  By  which  agreement,  fo  made  and  infertcd  in  their  fubmiffion,  tlic 
**  parties  Ihall  be  finally  concluded  by  fuch  arbitration/' 

The  other,  cap.  xvii.  For  tire  better  payment  of  inland  bills  t)f  exchange,  enafts,  **  That 
•*  ail  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  in  England,  for  five  pounds,  or  upward,  to  any  other  place  in 
**  England,  and  payable  at  a  certain  ntimber  of  days,  week?,  t>r  months  after  date,  fliall, 
*<  frqpi  and  after  prefentation  and  acceptance5  which  acceptance  fhall  be  by  the  under-writing 

tilt  fame  under  the  party's  hand  fo  accepting;  and  after  the  expiration  of  three  days  after  the 

faid  bill  fhall  become  due,  the  pcrty  to  whom  the  faid  bill  is  made  payable,  his  fervant, 
**  agent,  or  affigns  may,  and  Ihall  caufc  the  faid  bill  to  be  protefted  by  a  notary-public,  or 
*'  any  other  fubftantial  perfon  of  the  city,  town,  or  place,  in  the  prefence  of  two  or  more  cre* 
**  dible  witnefles,  refufal  or  ncgleft  being  firft  made  of  due  payment ;  which  proteft  fliall  be 
**  firft  made  and  written  under  a  fair  written  copy  of  the  faid  bill,  fignrifying ; 

*•  That  I,  A.  B.  on  the day  of—— ,  at  the  ufual  place  of  abode  of  the  faid 

^'  C.  D.  h^Lvt  demanded  payment  of  the  bill  of  which  this  is  a  copy ;  which  the  faid  C.  D. 
**  did  not  pay:  wherefore  I  the  faid  A.  B.  do  hereby  proteft  the  faid  bill.  Dated  art  — — — 
**  this  day  of* 


Which  proteft  fhall,  within  fourteen  days  after,  be  fent,  or  otherwife  due  notice  fhall 
^*  be  given  thereof,  Xo  the  party  from  whom  the  bill  was  received,  and  who,  upon  producing 
fuch  proteft,  fhall  repay  the  faid  bill,  together  with  intereft  and  charges.  And,  on  default 
of  fuch  proteft,  (for  which  only  fix-pence  fliall  be  paid)  or  due  notice,  the  perfon  fo  failing, 
fhall  be  liable  to  all  cofts,  damages,  and  intereft  accni4ng  thereby.  Provided,  that  if  any 
fuch  bill  be  loft  or  mifcarried  within  tlic  time  limited  for  payment,  the  drav;er  fhall  be 
obliged  to  give  another  bill ;  die  perfon  to  whom  it  is  font  giving  fecurity  (if  demanded)  to 
^*  the  drawer  to  indemnify  him,  in  cafe  the  loft  bill  fhall  be  found  again." 

Private  and  fcillacious  lotteries  were  at  this  time  become  fo  general,  not  only  in  London^ 
but  in  moft  other  great  cities  and  "towns  of  England,  wliercby  tlie  lower  people  and  the  fer* 
vants  and  children  of  good  families  were  defrauded  :  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  theicfore  paflcd 
in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  King  William,  cap.  xvii.  for  fupprcffing  fuch  lotteries  ;  *«  even 
althou^  they  might  be  fet  up  under  colour  of  patents  or  grants  under  the  great  fcal.— 
Which  faid  grants  or  patents  are  againft  the  common  good,  welfare,  and  peace  of  the  king- 
■•*  dom,  and  are  void  and  againft  law,"  fays  the  preamble.  "  A  penalty  therefore  of  five 
**  hundred  po^mds  was  laid  on  the  proprietors  of  any  fuch  lotteries,  and  of  twenty  pounds  on 
*•  every  adventurer  m  them."  Notwithftanding  all  which,  the  like  difpofition  to  fraud  on 
one  hand,  and  to  gaming  on  the  other,  prevailed  again  in  the  next  reign,  till  a  fretli  law  was 
made  againft  thofe  lotteries,  &c. 
1699  During  tlie  lanfcitlcd  times  of  the  £aft  India  trade,  the  old  Eaft  India  Company's  ftock  (by 
the  management  of  ftock  jobbers)  had,  in  about  nine  or  ten  years  paft,  been  fold  on  the  ex- 
change, at  from  three  hundred  per  cent,  down  to  thirty*feven  per  cent.  And  the  contention 
between  the  two  companies  greatly  prejudiced  the  tirade ;  there  being,  at  one  time,  fixty  fhips 
abroad,  in  India  and  returning,  which  very  much  overcharged  that  trade, 

4-M  3  '  Captain 
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Captain  Dampicr,  in  the  King*s  (hip  the  Roebuck,  having  failed  upon  new  difcovericSy 
after  various  adventure^,  found,  that  the  eaftermoft  part  of  New  Guinea  did  not  join  to  the 
continent,  but  was,  infa^,  an  ifland  ;  which  he  therefore  ftiied  New  Britain. 

In  this  year,  being  the  laft  of  the  great  dearth  of  corn,  wheat  was  fold  in  London  at  three 
pounds  four  (hillings  ^per  quarter,  or  eight  (hillings,  per  bu(hel. 

Complaints  being  dill  loud,  concerning  the  wool  and  woollen  manu&Aures  of  Ireland  ex* 
ported  into  foreign  parts  ;  and  that  even  thofe  of  our  North  American  plantations  began  to  be 
likcwife  exported  to  foreign  markets  formerly  fupplied  by.  England ;  a  law  was  thereupon  made 
in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  King  William,  cap.  x.  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool  out  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  England  into  foreign  parts :  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Englifh  woollen  manufactures.     Whereby, 

I.  "  No  wool,  nor  manufaftures  of  wool,  were  to  be  exported  from  Ireland  to  any  part* 
*'  of  the  world  but  to  England,  and  this  only  to  the  following  ports,  viz.  Biddeford,  Barn- 

(laple,  iviinehead,  Bridgewater,  Briftol,  Milford-Haven,  Chefter,  and  Liverpool,  from  the 
Iri(h  ports  alone  of  Dublin,  Waterford,  Youghajl,  Kingfale,  Cork,  and  Drogheda:  under 
forfeiture  of  (hips  and  cargoes,  and  alfo  of  five  hundred  pounds  penalty. 

II.  "  The  like  forfeitures  are  hereby  infiifted  on  fuch  as  (hall  export  in  (hips,  or  (hall  carry 
by  horfes,  into  any  other  place  or  colony  out  of  tlie  King's  dominions,  any  wool  or  woollen 
manufaftures  of.the  Englith  plantations  in  America." 

^'  This  is  the  flrft  mention  in  our  ftatutebook,  of  woollen  manufaftures  in  our  American 
plantations. 

Gr.  Gemelli,  who  returned  in  this  year  from  )}h  fix  years  travels  round  thd  globe,  treating 
of  the  once  numerous  Portuguefc  conqucfts  in  the  Eaft  Indies  obferves,  **  that  the  remains  of 

thofe  conquefts  are  fo  very  inconliderable  as  fcarcely  to  defray  their  own  expence.     At  Goa, 

they  have  that  fmall  idand,  with  three  or  four  other  inconfiderable  ones  near  it.     On  the 

north  coaft,  the  fortre(res  of  Daman,  Bazaim,  and  Chaul.  In  the  kingdom  of  Guzarat 
**  they  have  Diu.     Near  China,  the  iflands  of  Timor,  Solor,  and  the  colony  of  Macao,  fub- 

je£t  to  China.    In  Africa,  they  have  Angola,  Sena,  Sofala,  Mozambique,  andMombaza; 

many  in  number,  but  of  no  great  value." 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  fame  tenth  and  eleventh  of  King  William,  cap.  vi,  the  admifEon  into 
the  freedom  or  fcllow(hip  of  the  Engli(h  Ruilia  Company,  was  made  more  eafy,  viz.  **  that 
*•  after  Lady-day,  1699,  every  fubjeft  defiring  admi(non  into  that  fellow(hip,  (hall  pay  no 
**  more  than  five  pounds  for  the  fame." 

II.  **  It  was  hereby  alfo  enafted,  that  the  commiffioners  of  the  cufloms  fliall,  in  every 
**  feflion  of  Parliament,  lay  before  both  houfes  ail  account,  under  their  hands,  of  all  navil 
**  (lores  which  (hall  have  been  imported  by  any  perfon  from  Ruffia  into  England."  Although 
in  no  part  of  this  ftatute  there  be  any  ground  afligned  for  enafting  of  this  laft-named  claufe, 
yet  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  then  legiflature  had  in  their  thoughts  the  promoting  of 
the  importation  of  naval  ftores  from  our  American  plantations. 

By  another  Englifh  ftatute,  cap.  xxv.  feveral  regulations  were  made  concerning  the  New- 
foundland trade  and  fifhcry.  Such  as,  **  its  being  made  perfeftly  free  for  all  fubjefts  alike  to 
**  trade  thither,  and  to  filh  on  its  banks  :  that  the  firft  fifhing  (hip  arriving  at  any  of  the  har- 
**  hours  or  creeks  of  Newfoundland  (hall  be  deemed  Admiral  there,  for  that  feafon:  the 
«'  fecond  (hip  fo  arriving,  (hall  be '  Vice-Admiral ;  and  the  third  (hall  be  Rear- Admiral. — 
^'  Which  three  Admirals  (hall  have  power  tp  decide  controverfies  concerning  places  or  ftations 
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1699  •*  in  harbours,  ftagcs;  cookrooms,  &c.  there.  Moreover,  every  bye-boat-keeper  there  fluH 
•'  cnrry  with  him  two  frcfli  men  in  every  fix,  vii.  one  that  hath  made  but  one  voyage,  and 
**  one  that  never  was  at  fea  before."  This  was  obvioufly  defigneJ  for  the  increafe  of  our 
failors.  **  And  every  inhabitant  fhall  employ  two  fuch  frefh  men  for  every  boat  kept  by 
"  them.  Alfo  every  maftcr  of  a  filhing  fhip  fhall  carry  with  him  one  that  n^ver  was  at  fea 
"  before,  for  every  five  men  he  ihall  carry.  And,  for  the  prefcrvation  of  timber  on  the  ifland 
•*  of  Newfoundland,'  no  perfon  fliall  rind  any  of  the  trees, — nor  fhall  fet  on  fire  any  of  the 
*«  woods,  &c." 

Although  the  Poft-ofEce  revenue  of  England  be  not  accountable  annually  to  the  Parliament, 
as  other  branches  are,  it.being  properly  part  of  the  private  revenue  of  the  crown  ;  yet,  as  has 
been  elfewhcrc  obferved,  that  revenue  being  a  kind  of  politico-mercantile  pulfe,  whereby  to 
judge  of  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  nation's  general  commerce;  wc  fhall  here  therefore 
obferve,  that  in  a  printed  letter  to  a  member  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  debts  of  the  jia*: 
tion,  publifhed  in  the  year  1701,  the  net  revenue  of  the  Ppfl-ofEce,  for  the  yevir  1699,  is  faid 
to  have  been  ninety  thoufand  five  hundred  and  four  pounds  ten  fhiilings  and  fix-pence. 

There  was  exported,  in  tliis  year,  according  to  Dr.  D'Avenant,  into  foreign         £. 
parts,  from  all  England,  —  -*-  —  —  6,788,166 

And  imported,  —  —  '     — .  —  -^  5*640,506 


Balance,  this  year,  in  favour  of  England, 


1,147,660 


This  was  indeed  a  happy  change  from  the  years  1662  and  1668. 

And  whereas  in  the  faid  Dr.  D'Avenant's  report  to  the  Commiffioners  of  Ac- 
counts, in  the  year  17 12,  part.  ii.  p.  71.  there  was  exported  from  England, .this 
year,  as  above,  to  all  parts,  —  —  —  —  — *  6,788,166 

Thereof  exported  in  our  woollen  manufactures  to  the  value  of  —  2,932,292 

This  authentic  view  of  the  vafl  importance  of  our  woollen  manufafturc  exported,  highly 
merits  the  conflant  remembrance  of  the  public,  being  confiderably  above  two  fifth  parts  of 

our  whole  exports.  '^ 

The  judicious  Mr.  Wood  alfo,  in  his  Survey  of  Trade,  p.  46,  tells  us,  that  in 

the  year  1662  the  total  exports  from  England  in  that  year  was  but  —            2,022,812 

Ditto  in  1699,  as  per  D'Avenant                — .                 —  .—                  6,788,166 


Vafl  increafe  of  our  exports  fincc  1662 


4,765.334 
s 


N.  B.  Under  the  year  1668  wc  have  already  exhibited  near  the  fame  fum  of  our  exports  for 
that  year. 

1.  Several  authors  thmk,  that  the  value  of  the  wool  fhorn  annually  in  England 

may  amount  to  —  —  —  —  ^-.  2,000,00a 

2.  The  manufaSuring  whereof  is  computed  to  cofl  -^  — .  6,000,00a 


3.  And  that,  when  manufaftured,  its  total  value  is  increafed  ta 


8,000,000 


Of  which, •.many  fince  tliat  time  think  we  annually  export  near  one  half;  more  efpecially 
iince  the  late  increafed  demand  from  our  own  American  plantations. 

The 
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1700  The  French  King  at  this  time  erefts  a  new  council  of  commerce ;  confifting  of  his  principal 
minifters  of  ftate  and  finances,  and  of  twelve  of  the  principal  merchants  of  his  kingdom,  viz. 
two  of  Paris,  and  ten  from  the  cities  oiF  Rouen,  *Bourdeaux,  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Rochelle, 
Nantes,  St.  Malo,  Lifle,  Bayonne,  and  Dunkirk;  each  one  member.  This  council  to  meet 
at  Icaft  once  in  every  week,  for  treating  of  all  matters  commercial,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea, 
at  home  and  beyond  fea.  To  receive  propofals,  fchemes,  petitions,  &c.  and  to  determine 
commercial  controvcrfies.  Alfo  to  encourage  works,  maiuifadures,  &c.  The  faid  twelve 
merchants  to  be  annually  ele£ted  by  the  magiil rates  of  the  faid  eleven  cities. 

From  the  very  firft  ereftion  of  :this  famous  new  council,  or  board  of  commerce,  we  have 
good  ground  to  date  the  great  and  almoft  furprizing  increafe  of  the  commerce,  woollen  ma« 
nufaAure,  mercantile  Ihipping,  and  foreign  colonies  of  France.  ' 

The  wear  of  Indian  wrought  filks,  fluffs,  and  callicoes,  was  become  fo  univerfal  in  Eng- 
land at  this  time,  and  the  complaints  thereof  fo  loud,  that  it  was  now  thought  high  time  to 
remedy  fo  great  an  evil.  The  preamble  to  the  ftatute  obferves,  *'  that  the  continuance  of  the 
*^  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the  fame  manner  and  proportions  as  it  hath  been  for  two  years 
*•  laft  paft,  muft  inevitably  be  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  kingdom,  by  exhaufting  the  trea- 
•'  fure  thereof,  melting  down  the  coin,  and  taking  away  the  labour  of  the  people,  by  which 
•*  very  many  of  the  manufafturcrs  of  this  nation  are  become  exceffivcly  burdenfome  and 
chargeable  to  their  refpeftivc  parilhcs,  and  others  are  thereby  compelled  to  feck  for  em- 
ployment in  foreign  parts."  1  his  grievance  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  importations  of 
two  Eaft  India  Companies  together  of  thofe  Indian  manufactures,  which  raifed  a  great  clamour 
:in  Spitalfields,  Noi-wich,  Canterbury,  Coventry,  &c.  whereby  alfo  a  double  quantity  of  filver 
was  exported  to  India. 

A  ftatute  therefore  paflcd  in  this  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  King  William,  cap.  x.  for  the 
•more  cfFcftaal  employing  the  poor,  by  encouraging  the  manufadtures  of  this  kingdom.— 
Enabling,  "  that,  from  Michaelmas  1701,  all  wrought  filks.  Bengals,  and  ftufFs,  mixed  with 
•<  filk  or  herba,  of  the  manufafture  of  Perfia,  China,  or  Eaft  India ;  and  alfo  all  printed  cal- 
"  licoes,  and  painted,  dyed,  or  ftained  there,  Ihall  be  locked  up  in  warehoufes  appointed  by 
**  the  commiifioners  of  the  cuftoms,  till  re-exported ;  fo  as  none  of  the  faid  goods  fhould  be 
*•  worn  or  ufed,  in  either  apparel  or  furniture,  in  England,  on  forfeiture  thereof,  and  alfo 
'**  of  two  hundred  pounds  penalty  oh  the  perfons  having  or  felling  any  of  them." 

This  wholcfome  law  greatly  revived  the  drooping  fpirits  of  our  ow;n  filk -and  ftuff  manufac-* 
-turers,  producing  a  remarkable  increafe  in  the  demand  of  our  faid  manufactures. 

By  another  Englifli  ftatute,  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xi.  for  making  the  laws  more  effeftual 
for  the  prevention  of  the  importation  of  foreign  bone-lace,  needle-work,  &c.  they  were  again 
^o  be  re-admitted  three  months  after  the  prohibition  of  the  Englilh  woollen  manufadures  in 
Flanders  ihall  be  taken  olF.  The  faid  prohibition  of  our  woollen  munufaftures  in  Flanders 
■was  found  very  detrimental  to  us,  being  occafioned  by  our  prohibition  of  their  lace,  &c.  where- 
fore we  were  now  obliged  to  repeal  that  law,  in  order  for  our  woollen  manufadures  to  be  re- 
admitted into  Flanders. 

The  States  of  the  Ufiited  Netherlands  and  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany  now  embrace 
:th^  New  Stile  in  all  their  deeds,  afts,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year  an  Englifh  a£t  of  Parliament  pafted,  cap.  xx«  for  taking  away  the  duties 
mpoxx  our  own  woollen  manufactures,  corn,  grain,  breads  biic«it|  and  meal,  exportiad.    So 


